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ED quizzes
Shikhar
Dhawanin
betting app
case;

New Delhi: Ex-cricketer
Shikhar Dhawan on
Thursday appeared before
the Enforcement Directorate
here for questioning with
regard to the illegal online
betting app-linked money
laundering case, sources
said. He reached the probe
agency’s office at 11 am for
recording his statement
under the provisions of the
PMLA as part of the
investigation linked to an
"llegal" betting app namely
1xBet, they said. His
connection to the Appis
said to be over certain
endorsements related to the
app, while the agency is said
to be exploring as to what
was his arrangement with
the platform during the
questioning,
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rime  Minister

Narendra Modi on

Thursday said the

next generation GST
reforms unveiled on
Wednesday were a
game-changer for
manufacturers as lower input
costs, with simplified slabs
of 5per cent and 18 per cent,
faster digital compliance,
and rising demand will give
abigboost to Made in India
products.

Inaseries of posts shared
on X, hesaid: “Now GST will
become even more simple.
There are now only two rates
of GST 5 per cent and 18 per
cent. From 22nd September

.. From the first day of
Navratri new rates of GST
will come into force. There
are reforms even in GST in
India's growth. GST 2.0... a
double dose of support and

growth for the
nation."
“With GST reforms, 5jewels
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GST reformsagame
changer, says PM Modi

Prime Minister Narendra Modi addresses the National Awardee
teachers at his residence, in New Delhi on Thursday. ax

have been added to India's
economic growth: firstly the
tax system has been made
much simpler. Secondly,
there will be an improvement
in the quality of life of the
people of India. Thirdly,
consumption and growth

both will get a big boost.
Fourthly, ease of doing business
will get a big support in
terms of investment and
employment. Fifth, for the
Viksit Bharat cooperative
federalism will strengthen,"
he said.

" 1. Fromthefirst
dayofNavratri
newratesof GST
willcomeintoforce.
Therearereforms
eveninGSTin
India'sgrowth.

NARENDRAMODI,
PRIME MINISTER

Mr Modi said significant
reforms have been done to
the Goods and Services Tax
(GST) system, aiming to
simplify the tax structure
and boost economic growth.

The new system will feature
two primary GST rates: 5 per
centand 18 per cent, effective
from 22 September, coinciding
with the first day of
Navratri.

Highlighting that now
there will be easier compliance
and reduced tax rates, he
said it will lead to reduced
prices for essentials and
high-value products and will
increase affordability and

demand.
Also it will be a support
for investment and

employment and enhance
cooperation between the
Centre and states.

The GST Council's decision
aims to stimulate domestic
consumption, reduce theimpact
of US trade tariffs on Indian
exports,and promote economic
growth.

The simplified tax structure
isexpected to benefit consumers
and businesses alike, with
many essentials and high-value
products becoming more
affordable.

The GST Council, chaired
by Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman, on
Wednesday approved the
simplified dual-rate system,
replacing the earlier four-slab
structure.

The reforms aim to ease
living for the common man,
support farmers, MSMEs, the
middle class, women, and
youth, while fostering growth
across key sectors of the
economy.

IndiahaskeyroleinendingRussia’s
war,says EU Commlssmn President
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The President of the European
Commission, Ursula von der
Leyen, has said that India has
an important role to play in
bringing Russia toend its war
of aggression and helping
create a path towards peace.
The statement came after her
joint telephonic conversation
with Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and President of the
European Council Antonio
Costa, today.

In a post on X, following
the conversation, Ms von der
Leyenwrote that they warmly
welcome India’s continued
engagement with President
Zelenskyy. “India has an
important role to play in
bringing Russia toend its war
of aggression and helping
create a path towards peace.
This war carries global security

consequences and undermines
economic stability. So it is a
risktotheentire world. Looking
ahead, we plan to agree on a
joint strategic agenda at the
next EU-India summit, as
early as possible in 2026. We
also remain fully committed
to concluding the Free Trade
Agreement negotiations by
theend of the year. To achieve
this, progressis needed now,”

the post said.

Inastatement issued here,
the Prime Minister’s Office
said that as the world’s largest
democratic forces, India and
EU share a strong and close
relationship built on trust,
shared values,and acommon
vision for the future.

Theleaders alsoexchanged
views on regional and global
issues of mutual interest,
including the efforts to bring
anend tothe conflictin Ukraine.
PM Modi reiterated India’s
consistent support for peaceful
resolution of the conflict and
early restoration of peace and
stability.

Giving details of the joint
conversation, the PMO said
that the leaders underlined
theroleof the India-EU Strategic
Partnershipinjointly addressing
globalissues, fostering stability,
and promoting a rules-based
order for mutual prosperity.

‘Singapore vital pillar of
India’s ActEast Policy’
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Describing Singapore asavital
pillarof India’s Act East Policy,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on Thursday said both the
nations will continue to work
together with ASEAN (photo)
to advance their Joint Vision
for peace and stability in the
Indo-Pacific region.
Thetwocountries alsosigned
an agreement on Green and
Digital Shipping Corridors
which will give significant
momentum to the green fuel
supply chain and digital port
clearanceinthe maritimesector.
Makingajoint pressstatement
after his official talks with
visitingSingapore Prime Minister
Lawrence Wongat Hyderabad
House here, PM Modi said,
"Singapore is a vital pillar of

our Act East Policy. Together,
we will continue to advance
cooperationwith ASEAN and
carry forward our Joint Vision
for peace and stability in the
Indo-Pacific region."

He termed technology and
innovation "strong pillars" of
thepartnership between India
and Singaporeand announced
thatbothnationshavedecided
to enhance cooperation in Al
quantum, and other digital
technologies.

PM Modi called UPI and
PayNow "successful examples”
of digital connectivity. He
announced that India and
Singapore have decided to
review the Bilateral
Comprehensive Economic
Cooperation Agreement and
Free Trade Agreement with
ASEANinatime-bound manner.

"Technology and innovation
are the strong pillars of our
partnership. We have decided
toenhance cooperation in Al
quantum, and other digital
technologies. The agreement
in the space sector today is
adding a new chapter to
cooperationinthefield of space
science. UPIand PayNow are
successful examples of our
digital connectivity,and itis a
matterof pleasure that13 new
Indianbanks havejoined them
today;" he said.

CM Sharma Thanks
PM Modi for GST Rate
Simplification, Says
Economy Will Gain
Fresh Momentum

N
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Jaipur: Rajasthan Chief
Minister Bhajanlal Shar-
ma has welcomed the
Goods and Services Tax
(GST) Council’s decision
to simplify tax rates and
expressed gratitude to
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Union Finance
Minister Nirmala Sithara-
man on behalf of the
state’s eight crore citizens.
He said the move will ben-
efit farmers, the poor, the
middle class, traders, and
industrialists alike, while
giving a new push to the
country’s economy.
Addressing a press con-
ference in the Assembly
on Thursday, the Chief
Minister said that the
GST Council has taken a
historic step in the direc-
tion of tax reforms. In-
stead of four slabs, now

only two rates will be ap-
plicable. “The decision
has been made keeping in
mind basic needs such as
food, clothing, and hous-
ing. It will provide maxi-
mum relief to the com-
mon people and traders.
The upcoming Diwali will
be particularly special,”
he said.

Sharma added that
Prime Minister Modi is
realizing the vision of
Pandit Deendayal Upad-
hyay and Dr. B.R. Ambed-
kar by ensuring that the
benefits of government
decisions reach the last
person in society. “Under
the leadership of the
Prime Minister, the dou-
ble-engine government is
continuously working for
public welfare and to-
wards the goal of making
India and its states devel-
oped,” he said.

NIRF2025:6 DelhicollegesinTop10
asIIT Madras,IISccontinuereign
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The Indian Institute of
Management, Ahmedabad
and the Indian Institute of
Technology (IIT) Madras,
continue to retain their top
spots in the National
Institutional ~ Ranking
Framework (NIRF),
consecutively for thefifth and
seventh time respectively.

Union Minister of Education,
Dharmendra Pradhan, today
released the India Rankings
2025, which implements the
National Institutional Ranking
Framework (NIRF) drafted
for this purpose by the Ministry
of Education in 2015.

The Indian Institute of
Technology (IIT) Madras
cemented its position at the

NIRF E—

India Rankings 2025
Ranking

of Higher L ‘*.q
Education

Institutions e
s

Overall Top 10

Seove

1 07 Madras BN
2 WS¢, Bengaluru 85.00
3 IIT Bombay #1.62
4 IIT Delhi 80.67
§ IIT Kanpur 711.25
E UT Kharagpus 13,99
1 IIT Roorkee n.n
B AIMS, New Delbi  70.57
§ INLL New Delhl B9.62
10 BHU, Varanasi 88.N

category for the seventh
consecutive year (2019-2025)
and in Engineering for the
tenth consecutive year

the Indian Institute of Science
(I1Sc), Bengaluru, maintained
its dominance.

Among Medical institutes,
AIIMS New Delhi retained
the top rank for the eighth
consecutive year (2018-2025).

In the Colleges category,
Hindu College secured the 1st
position for the second
consecutive year. Notably, six
of the top 10 colleges in the
Colleges category are from
Delhi,underlining the capital’s
dominance. These include:
Hindu College, Miranda House,
Hans Raj College, Kirori Mal
College, St.Stephens's College,
& AtmaRam Sanatan Dharm
College.

IIT Roorkee topped the
Architecture & Planning
discipline for the fifth year in
arow and National Law School

Concernedoverfloodsinthe Himalayan
states, SCpomts toillegalfellingoftrees
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The Supreme Court on
Thursday expressed grave
concern over the
devastation caused by
floods and landslides in the
Himalayan states of
Himachal Pradesh,
Uttarakhand, Jammu and
Kashmir, and Punjab, and
pointed to prima facie
evidence of illegal felling of
trees in the hills.

Abench of Chief Justice B
R Gavai and Justice K Vinod
Chandran, while referring to
media footage showing
timber logs being swept
down by floodwaters in
Himachal Pradesh,

reports, it is also noticed
that in the flood, huge
numbers of wooden logs
were flowing around. Prima
facie, it appears that there
has been illegal felling of the
trees which has been going

to the Centre through the
Ministries of Environment
and Jal Shakti, the National
Disaster Management
Authority (NDMA), the
National Highways
Authority of India (NHATI),

Uttarakhand and Jammu
and Kashmir, seeking their
responses within two
weeks. The matter has been
posted for further hearing
thereafter.

The Chief Justice,
expressing anguish over the
situation, observed: “We
have seen unprecedented
landslides and floods in
Uttarakhand, Himachal
Pradesh, and Punjab. We are
seeing the pictures of
Punjab, the entire fields and
villages are eradicated.
Development has to be
balanced.”

Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta was asked by the
bench to take note of the
issue, and acknowledged

note of this. It appears to be
aserious issue. A large
number of wooden logs
were seen to be falling
around, and it shows illegal
felling of trees,” the bench
told him.

Mehta assured the court
that he would immediately
speak to the secretary of the
environment ministry and
the chief secretaries
concerned. “We have
interfered with nature so
much that now nature is
giving back,” he observed
candidly. The court was
hearing a public interest
litigation filed by petitioner
Anamika Rana, who sought
directions for preventive and
remedial measures in view of

topinthe NIRF 2025, retaining ~ (2016-2025). of India University, Bengaluru, | remarked: “It is a serious on up hills.” and to the states of Punjab, ~ the seriousness of the recurring disasters in the
the 1st rank in the Overall Inthe Universitiescategory, — remained the leader in Law. matter. From the media The bench issued notices ~ Himachal Pradesh, situation. “SG, please take Himalayan belt.
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Heavy Rainfall Wreaks Havoc in Ajmer, Boraj Pond’s
Embankment Breached, Colonies Evacuated

Ashish Vyas

Ajmer Correspondent
FAIR REPORT

Ajmer: Ajmer witnessed
severe disruption due to
continuous heavy rainfall
from Wednesday night to
Thursday evening. The
downpour led to lakes and
reservoirs in and around
the city overflowing, in-
cluding Ana Sagar, Varun
Sagar, Daurai Pond’s, and
Boraj Pond’s.

The most critical situa-
tion emerged at Boraj
Pond’s, where the embank-
ment developed cracks,
raising fears of a breach.
Acting swiftly, the adminis-
tration deployed the NDRF
team and evacuated nearly
80 families from Swastik
Nagar and nearby colonies
to safer locations. Many
residents vacated their

homes voluntarily, while
some were seen in a state
of distress.

Evacuated families were
relocated to the Govern-
ment Senior Secondary
School, while sandbags
were placed along the
pond’s embankment as a
precautionary measure.
Officials and staff were sta-
tioned on-site to monitor
the situation.

Administration Issues Advisory
ADM Gajendra Singh appealed to the media and said
that people should not come out of their homes un-
necessarily and stay away from waterlogged areas. He
informed that several roads have sunk or developed
large potholes, and the extent of the damage will only
be assessed once the rain subsides. Authorities have
appealed for calm and cooperation as relief and rescue

operations continue under strict vigilance.

Flood-like Situation Aft
Boraj Pond’s Embankment

At the time of reporting, it has been confirmed that the embankment
of Boraj Pond’s has broken, leading to flood-like conditions in the
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surrounding areas. Several houses have been inundated, while cars

and two-wheelers were swept away in the strong current. Local resi-
dents captured videos on their mobile phones showing cattle being
washed away in the surge of water following the breach. Authorities

are closely monitoring the situation, while relief and rescue opera-
tions are being intensified in the affected colonies.

Poor
Drainage
Adds to Woes

In Swastik Nagar, close
to Boraj Pond’s, no
arrangements for water
drainage were in place.
[llegal constructions
and lack of proper
sewage channels led

to severe waterlog-
ging in the area. The
embankment of Boraj
Pond’s, located near
the foothills, is nearly
3040 feet deep and
extends several meters,
worsening the threat.

Roads
Collapse,
Traffic Hit

Across the city, traffic
came to a standstill
due to waterlogging
and road collapses. At
Madar Gate, Station
Road, and Nala Bazaar,
the strong water
current swept people
into drains, but local
shopkeepers managed
to rescue them. At the
Topdara Pulia intersec-
tion, a truck carrying
cash from the Reserve
Bank got stuck after the
road caved in.

Multi-Crore Fraud in Land
and Housing Projects

FAIR REPORT

BY SOHAIL KHAN,
daipurdistrict
has witnessed

UDAIPUR
U a major case
of fraud involving land
and housing projects,
where investors were
lured with promises of
heavy profits. Victim Na-
sir Mohammad (57), a
resident of Udaipur, filed
a complaint through the
court at Pratapnagar po-
lice station, alleging that
five individuals, includ-
ing Nizam Mohammad
Mansoori, duped him of
nearly Rs.2.93 crore, in-
cluding Rs.2.84 crore and

an additional 9 lakh in
interest.

How the Fraud
Took Place

According to the report,
the accused convinced
the complainant of lucra-
tive deals in land pur-

Hemraj Tikam
chand Tiwari

R abuzz when for-

mer  Chief Minister
Vasundhara Raje met RSS
chief Mohan Bhagwat in
Jodhpur. This was not a
routine courtesy call—it
was a reminder that her
influence is far from over.
For the BJP, grappling
with factionalism, the
meeting suggested a recali-
bration may be underway:

Journalist

ajasthan’s polit-
ical circles were

chases and partnership
in the

_—

(@ B3

CM Housing

ferred
through RTGS. When he

o Nizamuddin Man-

\ £ Gul trict’s Amet tehsil withessed an-
soor, Son 0 ”,?m other incident of theft on
e Mohammad Wednesday night, spreading fear

Mansoori, resident of
Shastri Nagar

o Salma Bano, wife of
Nizamuddin Mansoori,
resident of Shastri
Nagar

e * Baby Bano, wife of
Nizamuddin Mansoori,
resident of Shastri
Nagar

Rs.3 crore

o [ohammad Shakil,
son of Mohammad Ba-
shir, resident of Shastri
Nagar

Rajsamand: Amet
Village Hit by

House Targeted

Rajsamand Rajsamand dis-

among villagers. Unidentified
thieves broke into two houses in
Dovda village and escaped with
jewellery and cash worth several
lakhs. Shockingly, one of the
houses targeted belonged to Ra-
jsamand SP’s guard, Rajesh
Sharma. According to sources,
during the incident, the family
members wereasleep on the up-
per floor of the house. The
thieves stole five tolas of gold,
one kilogram of silver, and 2
lakh in cash from the lower
portion of the house. The same

Theft,
Policeman’s

Scheme. They prepared
fake documents to make
the deals appear genuine.
After receiving the mon-
ey, the accused disap-
peared. The complainant
was also made to sign 12
blank stamps and 12
cheques, which were lat-
er misused to prepare
false agreements.

The victim further
stated that he had trans-

demanded the return of
his money after the pro-
ject’s completion, the ac-
cused not only refused
but also threatened to
kill him.

The report mentioned
that the accused operated
as a gang, running a fake
business to trap the vic-
tim. They even invoked
the name of gangster
Lawrence Bishnoi to in-

e Zakir Mohammad,
son of Umar Mansoori,
resident of Bhilwara

e Fraud Carried'Out as
a Gang*

timidate him, demanding
Rs.3 lakh be deposited in
the account of Pawan
Solanki, threatening to
kill him and his child if
he failed to comply.

night, another theft took place
at the residence of Roshanlal
Sharma in the village. Notably,
around six months ago, a simi-
lar theft of nearly 251lakh had
occurred in the same village at
a house and a temple, which
still remains unsolved. With
repeated incidents and lack of
effective police action, villag-
ers are expressing strong re-
sentment.

RAJE MEETS

THE RSS

fresh leadership on one
side, proven veterans on
the other.

In Rajasthan, as across
India, power is shaped not
just in the Assembly but
also in the ideological cor-
ridors of the RSS. For Con-
gress, the message is clear:
the real challenge may
come not from outside, but
from the BJP’s own inter-
nal churn.

A Bill That
Saves Lives

The Coaching Regula-
tion Bill 2025, passed unan-

imously in the Assembly; is
more than policy—it is a
social necessity. Rajasthan,
particularly Kota, has be-
come India’s coaching
capital, but this fame has
been scarred by student
suicides and relentless
pressure.

The Bill mandates regis-
tration, health and coun-
seling facilities, and strict-
er advertising rules. If
implemented sincerely, it
could make Rajasthan a
national model—showing
that education is not just
about producing toppers,

but about protecting young
lives. This is politics at its
noblest: when legislation
eases human suffering.

Accountability
at the RPSC

Few institutions com-
mand as much public
trust—or anger—as the
Rajasthan Public Service
Commission (RPSC). Years
of paper leaks and recruit-
ment scandals have cor-
roded faith in the system.
The resignation of Manju
Sharma, after judicial cen-
sure, reflects a new era of

accountability.

For the youth, it signals
that their voice matters.
For the government, it is a
warning: credibility is not
won by announcements
but by institutions that de-
liver fairly. Transparency
is no longer optional—it is
the minimum expectation.

Everyday
Governance:
Aggregator Policy

Politics often feels dis-
tant until it touches daily
life. Deputy CM Prem
Chand Bairwa’s proposed
Motor Vehicle Aggregator
Policy is one such inter-
vention.

By regulating fares, li-
censing, and fleet size for
cabs and autos, the state
seeks to formalize a cha-
otic sector. This is govern-
ance where it counts—in
the commute of a worker,
the earnings of a driver,

Cricket History to be Made
in Nathdwara with Miraj

FAIR REPORT:
BY SOHAIL KHAN

Udaipur: Nathdwara is
set to create history in the
world of cricket. Following
the visit of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi to the re-
gion, preparations are un-
derway for hosting the Ra-
jasthan team’s training
camp at the state-of-the-art
Miraj Stadium. With world-
classfacilities, the stadium
will soon open doors for
international-level match-
es and tournaments.

The Miraj Stadium,
constructed on 32 acres at
a cost of 45 crores, has
been developed with 11
pitches. Built according to
international standards,
it is capable of hosting
high-profile matches, in-
cluding IPL and interna-
tional fixtures. This devel-
opment is expected to
bring global attention to
Rajasthan’s cricketing
landscape.

IPL and International
Matches on the Horizon*

According to Rajasthan
Cricket Association (RCA)
officials, a roadmap has

the reliability of a stu-
dent’s daily ride. If execut-
ed well, it will demonstrate
that politics can, quite lit-
erally, take people where
they need to go.

Bypolls and
Democracy

Four urban local body
bypolls may not shift Ra-
jasthan’s Assembly arith-
metic, but they reveal
something deeper: the re-
silience of grassroots de-
mocracy. Despite heavy
rains, turnout was robust
in Tonk’s Malpura wards,
crossing 60%. Results will
be declared on September
5, but the message is al-
ready clear—citizens ex-
pect accountability at eve-
ry level, from ward coun-
cillors to chief ministers.
The heartbeat of democ-
racy lies not just in grand
speeches but in the ballot
boxes of small wards.

been prepared to hold in-
ternational matches here.
The upcoming Rajasthan
Premier League is also ex-
pected to witness matches
at this venue. With top-
class arrangements, the
Miraj Stadium will not
only provide a training hub
for state players but also at-
tract major tournaments.

2120 Crore
for Inclusion

The sanctioning of 120
crore for 1,206 border vil-
lages in Barmer, Jaisalm-
er, Sri Ganganagar, and
Bikaner may seem less
glamorous than political
maneuvering, but it could
prove transformative.
Roads, schools, and health-
care in these forgotten cor-
ners are not just develop-
ment—they are dignity.
Strong border villages also
mean stronger national se-
curity. Here, governance
merges with geopolitics.
When politics invests in
the margins, it strengthens
the centre.

Politics as

Service
Taken together, these devel-
opments capture Ra-

jasthan’s political cross-
roads. Leadership recali-

World-Class

Infrastructure
The Miraj Stadium

has been designed to
match international
quality standards, with
world-class pitches,
seating arrangements,
and modern facilities.
This will give budding
cricketers in Rajasthan
an opportunity to train
and showcase their
skills at the highest
level.

Inspection by
RCA

Committee
Recently, RCA’s
high-level committee
inspected the stadium
and expressed satisfac-
tion with the facili-
ties. They confirmed
that the stadium is
fully equipped for high-
standard matches. With
their approval, the path
has now been cleared
for Rajasthan to host
international cricket
matches in Nathdwara.

brations, education reform,
institutional accountability;
daily governance, grass-
roots democracy, and rural
inclusion—they reveal a
state experimenting with
politics beyond mere power.

The challenge is consist-
ency. Will these initiatives
sustain, or will they fade as
political optics? Rajasthan
has the opportunity to set a
national precedent: that
politics can be both practi-
cal and people-centric. Ra-
jasthan’s politics today is
more than palace intrigue
or election arithmetic. It is
about the student in Kota,
the driver in Jaipur, the vil-
lager in Barmer, and the
voter braving rain in Tonk.
The state’s trajectory will be
judged not by slogans, but
by whether governance de-
livers dignity and hope.
True politics begins not
with winning elections, but
with earning trust.
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