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AMBRISH PANDE,
New Delhl: Shoppers
across India will wake
up to lower prices from
today as sweeping cuts
in the Goods and Servic-
es Tax (GST) come into
force, promising festive-
season relief on every-
thing from kitchen sta-
ples to premium hotel
stays.

The GST Council,
comprising the Centre
and state finance minis-
ters, approved the
changes last week. The
revised rates—effective
September 22, the first
day of Navratri—cover
around 375 items span-
ning food, medicines,
electronics, personal
care, automobiles and
travel services.

NAVRATRI
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GST Rate Cuts Kick In: Festive-Season Prices
Drop on Essentials, Services and Big-Ticket Buys

”,,.Jd Travel,

Daily Essentials and Household Goods
Prices of paneer, soap, shampoo and a wide range of packaged foods have been
slashed, alongside reductions on medicines and common electronics. Retailers be-
gan updating price tags on Monday, with some companies sharing revised MRPs
while others work with provisional estimates. Market prices could fall even further
once fresh discounts are applied.

Hospitality

and Leisure
e The tax on hotel
room bookings has
been restructured to

draw more tourists:

e Rooms under
1,000 remain tax-
free

° 1000 7500
rooms drop from 12
% GSTt05%.

e Premium rooms
above 7,500 will at-
tract 18 % GST.

Trump's Aide Tom Homan Caught in Sting
Operation Taking 44 Lakh Bribe: Report

FAIR REPORT

Washington, D.C. - In a
development raising seri-
ous questions about politi-
cal integrity in the United
States, former U.S. Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s aide,
Tom Homan, has been ac-
cused of accepting a hefty
bribe during a sting opera-
tion. According to reports,
Homan was caught last
year allegedly taking a
cash bribe of $50,000 (ap-
proximately 44 lakh) in
exchange for promising
future government con-
tracts.

The sting operation, re-
portedly conducted after

receiving prior informa-

tion, exposed Homan ac-
cepting the money under
circumstances suggesting
an abuse of his political
influence. Sources cited in
the report said the bribe
was linked to assurances
that Homan would use his
position to secure lucrative

federal deals for interested
parties. The revelations
have sparked debate in
Washington, particularly
given Homan’s association
with Trump’s administra-
tion and his previous pub-
lic image as a strong law-
and-order advocate. Ob-
servers say the incident

could further intensify
scrutiny over individuals
closely tied to Trump’s po-
litical circle as the U.S.
moves closer to another
election cycle.

Adding to the controver-
sy, reports claim that the
FBI Director, Kash Patel,
later ordered the closure of
the investigation, raising
concerns about possible
political interference in
law enforcement processes.
Critics argue that such ac-
tions undermine the cred-
ibility of institutions
tasked with maintaining
transparency and account-
ability.

While Homan has yet to

make a formal public state-
ment, legal experts suggest
that if substantiated, the
allegations could carry se-
rious criminal implica-
tions, including charges of
corruption and breach of
public trust. Meanwhile,
watchdog groups and op-
position voices are de-
manding an independent
inquiry to ensure fairness
and restore confidence in
the system. The episode
highlights once again how
corruption allegations con-
tinue to shadow American
politics, reinforcing global
concerns about the nexus
between money, power, and
governance.

the Power of
Devotion -P4

Entertainment
gets cheaper

too:

cinema tickets up to 100
now carry 5 % GST (down
from 12 %), while tickets
above 100 are taxed at 18

%. Beauty and health-related

services also move down
from 18 % to 5 % GST. Air

travel and gym memberships

see similar reductions.

Big-Ticket Rems

and New Lipary Slab

A new 40 % GST slab
has been introduced for
luxury and indulgence
products such as pan
masala and tobacco,
and for select high-end
vehicles:

" Ll

PETROL CARS OVER 1
AND LONGER THAN4 M

Despite the high rate, the overall tax on these vehicles
will fall from the previous effective 45 % (28 % GST
plus cess) to 40 %, easing prices for premium buyers.

Economic Impact

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman, speaking at
the ‘Next Gen GST Reforms’ event in Visakhapa-
tnam on September 17, said the overhaul would
inject 2 lakh crore into the economy and simplify
compliance for businesses. Chief Economic Advi-
sor V. Anantha Nageswaran predicted a boost in
purchasing power, spurring the demand—produc-
tion cycle and lifting GDP growth. Economist
Garima Kapoor of Elara Capital estimates the
reforms could raise consumption demand by 1
%—1.2 %, adding momentum to growth over the
next four to six quarters.

A Festive Tailwind

With Navratri underway and Diwali shopping
ahead, the timing is designed to amplify consum-
er confidence. From cheaper daily essentials to
reduced hotel tariffs and cinema tickets, the GST
2.0 rollout is set to put more money in shoppers’
pockets—and more sparkle in the festive season.
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PM MODI OFFERS PRAYERS AT MATA TRIPURA
SUNDARI TEMPLE IN UDAIPUR TRIPURA

FAIR REPORT

Udaipur (Tripura), Sept
22 — Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi on Monday of-
fered prayers at the his-
toric Mata Tripura Sunda-
ri Temple on the first day

of Navratri, coinciding
with the start of the Durga
Puja season. Sharing the
visit on X, the Prime Min-
ister said, “Prayed for the
well-being and prosperity
of my fellow Indians.” Dur-
ing his visit, Modi also re-

viewed ongoing develop-
ment works at the temple
complex, stressing efforts
to attract more pilgrims
and tourists to the shrine
and to highlight the natu-
ral and cultural beauty of
Tripura.

Bharatpur Royal Family Feud Spills onto
Streets, Tensions Escalate at Moti Mahal

FAIR REPORT

Bharatpur
—:The

and authority:.

Following these develop-
ments, a group of youths at-
tempted to storm the gates of
the historic Moti Mahal, the
royal residence, in an effort to
hoist a flag and symbolically
assert dominance. Eyewit-

/  Rajasthan
simmering conflict
within the Bharatpur royal
family took a dramatic turn on
Sunday when the rift between
father and son erupted into
open confrontation on the
streets. The dispute, involving
prominent royal figure Kuwar
Anirudh Singh and his father,
escalated after the son alleg-
edly issued threats regarding
his claim to the family’s legacy

nesses reported that the men
forcefully broke the palace
gates before being stopped by
local security and police per-
sonnel. The situation quickly
grew tense as crowds gath-
ered, raising slogans and de-
manding recognition of Anir-

udh Singh’s rights.

Law enforcement officials
arrived on the scene and man-
aged to bring the situation un-
der control, preventing fur-
ther escalation. Police sources
confirmed that a case has been
registered against unidenti-

fied individuals for trespass
and vandalism, though no in-
juries were reported.

The Bharatpur royal family;,
descendants of the Jat rulers
who once commanded the
princely state, has long been
regarded with influence and

prestige in the region. How-
ever, internal conflicts have
increasingly become public,
drawing attention to disputes
over property, titles, and po-
litical authority.

Observers note that the lat-
est flare-up underscores the

fragile balance between herit-
age and modern-day political
aspirations. While Anirudh
Singh’s supporters accuse the
elder leadership of sidelining
him, detractors allege that
such actions threaten the dig-
nity of the royal legacy. Au-

thorities have stepped up secu-
rity around Moti Mahal to
prevent further
Meanwhile, local leaders have
called for restraint and dia-
logue, warning that continued
confrontations could disturb
the peace in Bharatpur.

incidents.
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More Air Links for lalpur. New Ind|Go and Splcelet Fllghts Boost Connectivity

FAIR REPORT

Jaipur: Jaipur Airporthas
added several new domes-
tic connections, giving trav-
ellers more options across
key cities. From Monday
(September 22), IndiGo has
started operating new
flights from Jaipur Airport
to Indore, Bengaluru, Deh-
radun, and Udaipur. Mean-
while, SpiceJet has an-
nounced fresh services
from Jaipur to Mumbai,
Delhi, and Guwahati start-
ing November 6.

IndiGo Expands
Services

e From Monday, IndiGo
began operating new
flights from Jaipur to

Indore, Bengaluru, Dehra-

dun, and Udaipur:

@ Jaipur—Indore: Flight
6E-7158 departs at 5:10

am, adding a second daily

service on the route.

e Jaipur—Bengaluru:
Flight 6E-373 leaves at
5:25 am.

Worship of Maa
Brahmacharini and the
Power of Devotion

he second day of
Navratri, dedicat-
ed to Maa Brah-

macharini, carries pro-
found spiritual signifi-
cance for Sanatan follow-
ers across India and be-
yond. Draped in a simple
white attire, the Goddess
embodies purity, pen-
ance, and unwavering
devotion. Her name it-
self—Brahmacharini—
translates to “one who
practices austerity,” sym:
bolizing the path of self-
discipline and inner
strength that seekers
must adopt on their spir-
itual journey:

According to the Dur-
ga Saptashati and Puran-
ic texts, Maa Brahmacha-
rini performed rigorous
tapasya for thousands of
years to win Lord Shiva
as her consort. Her aus-
tere life—marked by sub-
sisting on leaves, sleeping
on the ground, and en-
during harsh elements—
represents the spiritual
resolve necessary for at-
taining divine blessings.
Worshippers on this day
pray for strength, pa-
tience, and perseverance
in facing life’s adversi-
ties.

The rituals of the sec-
ond day are simple yet
deeply symbolic. Devo-
tees offer jasmine flow-
ers, sugar, and unbroken
rice (akshat) to the God-
dess. The fragrance of
jasmine is believed to
please Maa Brahmacha-
rini, while sugar symbol-
izes the sweetness of life
that follows after pen-
ance. Lighting of a pure
ghee lamp is also consid-

ered auspicious, signify-
ing the inner light of
knowledge that removes
ignorance.

Spiritually, this day
guides devotees towards
the value of tapas (pen-
ance), reminding them
that material success
and inner peace are
fruits of dedication, pa-
tience, and unwavering
faith. In the wider Sana-
tan perspective, Brah-
macharini’s tapasya is
not just a tale from my-
thology—it is a timeless
teaching that discipline
and devotion lead to
transformation

As communities gath-
er in temples, chant man-
tras, and observe fasts,
the atmosphere is
charged with devotion.
The second day of
Navratri thus bridges
personal spiritual prac-
tice with collective cul-
tural celebration. It is a
reminder that the path
of austerity and simplic-
ity, as walked by Maa
Brahmacharini, is the
foundation upon which
true wisdom and divine
grace are attained.

e Jaipur—Dehradun: A
new evening flight, 6E-
7468, takes off at 6:30
pm, complementing the
existing 5:45 am service.

e Jaipur—Udaipur: A
second daily flight now
departs at 5:30 pm,
alongside the morning
6:95 am option.

Spicelet to Start

in November

e Spicedet will launch
additional services from
November 6, linking
Jaipur with Mumbai,

o Jaipur—Mumbai:

Daily except Wednesdays,
departs 6:50 am, arrives
8:55 am; return flight
leaves Mumbai 6:15 pm,

reaches Jaipur 8:05 pm.

® Jaipur—Guwabhati:
Daily except Wednesdays,
departs 10:40 am, arrives
1:20 pm; return flight at
2:00 pm, lands 4:35 pm.

e Spicedet will also be-
gin daily Udaipur flights
from the same date:

o Udaipur—Delhi: De-
parts 11:30 am, arrives
1:10 pm; return flight at
1:45 pm, lands 3:15 pm.

e Udaipur—Mumbai:

Suraj Mali Case: BJP Forms 9-Member Inquiry
Commlttee, Offenders to Face Strict Punishment

FAIR REPORT

Chittorgarh/Manish
Malani: Chittorgarh-
Under the direction of BJP
District President Ratan
Lal Gadri, the party has
formed a 9-member high-
level inquiry committee to
ensure swift justice in the
Suraj Mali case. The com-
mittee will be headed by
former District President
of BJP Youth Wing,
Pramod Baregama. Mem-
bers of the committee in-
clude Radheshyam Vaish-
nav (President, Bar Asso-
ciation Kapasan), Hemen-
dra Singh Ranawat (Head,
Bhupalsagar), Pankaj
Siroya (City Unit Presi-
dent, Kapasan), Jitendra
Kothari (Former Mandal
President, Rashmi),
Dinesh Parik (Rural Man-
dal President, Kapasan),
Rajan Mali (Chittorgarh),
Kailash Mali (Bhupalsa-
gar), and Heeralal Bawri
(Councillor, Kapasan).
According to BJP Dis-
trict Media In-Charge
Manoj Parik, the primary

objective of the committee
is to ensure legal assis-
tance, medical support,
rehabilitation plans, and
other necessary aid. Addi-
tionally, the committee
will engage with the vic-
tim’s family and commu-
nity representatives and

submit a detailed report to
the District President
within three days.

BJP has made it clear
that the offenders in the
Suraj Mali case will not be
spared under any circum-
stances and will face strict
punishment. The commit-

tee will also ensure that
the victim’s family re-
ceives full support from
the government. District
President Ratan Lal Gadri
stated, “Bharatiya Janata
Party stands with the vic-
tim. We urge the govern-
ment to ensure prompt and
swift justice for the family
and provide all possible as-
sistance. BJP will contin-
ue its efforts until com-
plete justice is served to
the victim.” With the for-
mation of this committee,
the party has also sent a
clear message that no
criminal will be protect-
ed, regardless of political
or social pressure. BJP
emphasized that the Suraj
Mali case is not just an
individual matter but also
a significant issue con-
cerning democratic rights
and social justice.
Experts believe that
such high-level inquiry
committees play a cru-
cial role in ensuring
swift justice. The com-
mittee’s active involve-

Neuvoco Vistas Corp. Ltd.’s Chittorgarh
Cement Plant Celebrates World Ozone Day

FAIR REPORT

Chittorgarh/Manish
Malani: Chittorgarh:
Neuvoco Vistas Corp. Ltd.,
one of India’s fifth-largest
cement groups in terms of
capacity, organized a World
Ozone Day event at its Chit-
torgarh Cement Plant in
collaboration with the Ra-
jasthan State Pollution
Control Board at the Gov-
ernment Higher Second-
ary School in Gram
Unkhalia. The program

was conducted under the
guidance of Plant Head
Neeraj Acharya.

The main objective of
the event was to engage
school children from near-
by villages in an interest-
ing and meaningful way,
raising awareness about
ozone and its importance.
During the awareness pro-
gram, quiz and painting
competitions were held, in
which students actively
participated. On the occa-
sion, Plant Head Neeraj

Acharya said that at Neu-
voco, they believe true pro-
gress lies in instilling
awareness and a sense of
responsibility in the next
generation. He added that
the program aimed to sen-
sitize the youth about the
significance of environ-
mental conservation.
During the program, the
plant’s environmental
team explained to students
the presence and impor-
tance of ozone, the causes
of ozone layer depletion in

our atmosphere, and the
measures that can be taken
to protect it. All students
and teachers present also
took a pledge to safeguard
the ozone layer.

Winners of the quiz and
painting competitions, se-
curing first, second, and
third positions, were
awarded prizes. In addi-
tion, the Rajasthan State
Pollution Control Board
presented certificates of
appreciation to the win-
ning students.

Chittorgarh BJP City Unit Launches Self-Reliant India
Campalgn, GST Relief and ‘dopt Local’ Stickers Pasted

Manish
Malani

Journalist

FAIR REPORT

Chittorgarh: The BJP City
Unit of Chittorgarh
launched the Self-Reliant
India (Atmanirbhar Bharat)
campaign on Sunday. On
this occasion, MP C.P. Joshi,
BJP district president Ratan
Lal Gadri, and city presi-
dent Sagar Soni led the ini-
tiative by pasting stickers

related to the GST relief an-
nounced by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and the
“Adopt Local” campaign on
shops in Balaji Market to
raise awareness among
traders and consumers.
According to BJP district
media in-charge Manoj
Parik, MP C.P. Joshi said
that under the leadership of
Prime Minister Modi, India

is moving rapldly towards

becoming self-reliant. GST
reforms are a significant
step in this direction, mak-
ing business operations
smoother and delivering di-
rect benefits to consumers.
The MP urged citizens to
prioritize local products
over foreign goods during
festivals and daily life and to
turn the “Vocal for Local”

campaign into amass move-
ment.

BJP district president Ra-
tan Lal Gadri stated that this
campaign is not limited to
pasting stickers. In the com-
ing days, public dialogues,
rallies, and workshops will
be organized, involving
business organizations and
experts. He emphasized that
buying local products not

only strengthens the Indian
economy but also creates
employment opportunities
for thousands of young peo-
ple.

City president Sagar Soni
highlighted that the Prime
Minister’s policies are not
limited to announcements
but are implemented on the
ground to benefit the public.
GST relief is a direct exam-
ple of this. The city unit
aimsto ensure that informa-
tion about government
schemes reaches every
household. Program con-
venor Shantanu Kabra, co-
convenors Indra Sukhwal
and Shubham Sukhwal ex-
pressed gratitude to all
workers, traders, and citi-
zens for contributing to the
campaign’s success. BJP
workers explained to shop-
keepers that after GST 2.0,
the tax burden has been re-

duced and the benefits will
directly reach consumers.
Awareness was also raised
regarding digital payments,
online billing, and tax trans-
parency.

People appreciated the
initiative and interacted
with the workers to gather
information. The event was
attended by former district
president Miththu Lal Jat,
Sanwariya Mandir Mandal
president Jankidas Vaish-
navy, village head Devendra
Kanwar, district general
secretary Raghu Sharma,
Kamlesh Purohit, Harsh-
vardhan Singh  Rud,
Gaurav Tyagi, district me-
dia in-charge Manoj Parik,
IT convenor Nandkishore
Lohar, district minister Go-
vardhan Jat, BJP Yuva
Morcha city president Avi-
nash Sharma, and many
others.

ment and strict action
against offenders will
not only secure justice
for the victim’s family
but also strengthen pub-
lic faith in the justice
system.

The incident has also
sent an important mes-
sage to local administra-
tion and political leader-
ship that citizens’ rights
and prompt justice cannot
be compromised. BJP has
clarified that the commit-
tee will make every possi-
ble effort to provide the
victim’s family with im-
mediate help and proper
relief. The Suraj Mali case
has become a topic of dis-
cussion across the region,
highlighting that prompt
action and transparency
are the most effective
ways to maintain trust in
society. BJP’s initiative is
expected to ensure that in
the future, no citizen’s
rights are violated with-
out accountability, and
the justice process is expe-
dited.

Departs 3:55 pm, arrives
5:35 pm; Mumbai-
Udaipur departs 8:55 am,
reaches 10:20 am.

Growing Regional

Connectivity
Airport officials said the
new routes enhance

Jaipur’s links to major
business and leisure hubs,
offering travellers greater
flexibility and strengthen-
ing Rajasthan’s aviation
network ahead of the fes-
tive travel season.

A Home Away From
Home: Foreign
Tourists Flock to
Kyfesto for Its
Coffee and Calm

Jaipur. A steady stream
of foreign visitors has
turned Kyfesto—a cosy
café tucked in the heart of
Jaipur—into a quiet hot-
spot for travellers seeking
the comfort of a familiar
cup. What began as a
neighbourhood favourite
has quietly become a must-
visit for tourists who say
the coffee here tastes like
the brews they enjoy in
their own cities. Kyfesto’s
strength, regulars and
visitors agree, lies not just
in the beans or brewing
technique but in the entire
experience: carefully
crafted filter coffees (V60,
AeroPress, French press),
a consistently refreshing
cold brew and a menu of
drinks that favour clarity
of flavour over gimmicks.
“You can tell the team
cares about the roast and
extraction—the coffee ar-
rives with bright notes and
a smooth finish, just like I
used to have back home,”
said one visitor from Eu-
rope, smiling over a shared
tray of pastries.

FAIR SPOTLIGHT

Chittorgarh’s Dr. Subhash
Sharma to Be Part of
Special Delegation

FAIR REPORT
MANISH MALANI

r. Subhash Shar-
ma, from Ajaoli-
ya ka Kheda vil-

lage near Chittorgarh,
has been given the honor
of joining a special dele-
gation traveling from In-
dia to Indonesia. The
purpose of this delega-
tion is to strengthen
trade cooperation be-
tween India and Indone-
sia while exploring new
opportunities for collab-
oration.

During this visit, Dr.
Sharma will hold impor-
tant meetings with Indo-
nesia’s top political leader-
ship and senior govern-
ment officials. The discus-
sions will focus on bilat-
eral trade, investment,
technical cooperation, and
cultural exchange. He will
also visit several major cit-
iesand business centersin
Indonesia. His visit is ex-
pected to create new op-
portunitiesfor traders and
entrepreneurs from Ra-
jasthan in entering the In-
donesian market.

Experts believe that
this initiative will further
strengthen India-Indone-
sia relations. With grow-
ing economic cooperation
between the two nations,
not only will bilateral ties
gain new momentum, but
local traders and investors
will also have the opportu-

nity to compete at the in-

ternational level. This
visit could prove to be an
important link in connect-
ing Rajasthan’s industries
and trade sector with glob-
al markets. Dr. Sharma
expressed his gratitude to
Member of Parliament
C.P. Joshi and senior lead-
ership for their support.
He said that it is a matter
of pride for India that its
representatives are play-
ing a meaningful role on
the global stage by promot-
ingtrade partnerships and
cooperation. It is notewor-
thy that Dr. Sharma has
long been active in the
Bharatiya Janata Party’s
youth wing as well as in
various social organiza-
tions. His continuous in-
volvement in social and
organizational work has
made him worthy of this
special responsibility:

For Chittorgarh and Ra-
jasthan, Dr. Sharma’s
achievement is a proud
moment. Local people con-
sider it an inspiration for
the region’s youth and
traders, and they hope that
his visit will open new
doors of cooperation be-
tween India and Indone-

sia.
J
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