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Worship of
Goddess
Kushmanda on the
Fourth Day of
Navratri

he fourth day
I of Navratri is
dedicated to
the worship of Goddess
Kushmanda, one of the
nine divine forms of
Maa Durga. Scriptures
describe her as the crea-
tor of the universe, who
with her gentle and di-
vine smile expanded the
cosmos. This manifesta-
tion of the Goddess is
revered for bestowing
health, prosperity; and
spiritual ~ well-being
upon her devotees. It is
believed that worship-
ping GoddessKushman-
da helps in eliminating
diseases, sorrows, and
sins, while also bringing
fame, wealth, and happi-
ness. In Varanasi, the
temple of Goddess
Kushmanda is situated
in the Durga Kund area,
nearalargesacredpond.
This pond is considered
highly significant as it is
believed to be connected
to the holy river Ganga.
Remarkably, the pond
never dries up, symbol-
izing the eternal pres-
ence of divine blessings.
Devotees visiting the
temple often perform
ritualsandprayersatthe
pond before offering
theirworshiptothe God-
dessinsidethe sanctum.
The temple holds
deep historical and cul-
tural importance. It was
renovated and restored
during the 18th century
by Queen Maharani
Bhavani, who was a
great devotee of the
Goddess. Since then, the
temple has stood as a
center of devotion,
drawing countless pil-
grims from across the
country during
Navratri and through-
out the year. The wor-
ship of Goddess Kush-
manda on this sacred
day isnot only a spiritu-
al practice but also a re-
minder of the divine
energy that sustainslife
and nurtures the uni-
verse with grace and
compassion .

Garba Controversy Spa

FAIR REPORT

Jaipur, September 25, 2025
—The annual Garba celebra-
tions in Kota and Bhilwara,
which draw thousands of
participants every year, have
turned into a political flash-
point, raising questions
about religious freedom and
cultural inclusivity.

The controversy erupted
after the Bajrang Dal and
Vishwa Hindu Parishad
(VHP) issued guidelines for
the festivities, specifying
that only Hindus could par-
ticipate and enforcing par-
ticular dress codes for at-
tendees. These directives
sparked immediate criti-
cism from opposition par-
ties, civil society groups, and
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Jaipur: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Thurs-
day laid the foundation
stone of the 42,000-crore
Mahi Banswara Atomic
Power Project at Napla vil-
lage in Banswara district.
On this occasion, he inau-
gurated and launched de-
velopment projects worth
over 1.22 lakh crore across
the country, of which Ra-
jasthan alone received pro-
jects exceeding 1.08 lakh
crore. These include the
nuclear power plant, re-
newable-energy projects,
water-supply schemes,
roads and railway net-
works, health facilities, and
educational initiatives.
Addressing the gather-
ing, PM Modi said, “India
today is moving ahead with
the speed of electricity, and
Rajasthan is achieving new
milestones in clean energy.
The Mahi nuclear project
will script a new chapter in
India’s energy story.”
Referring to recent GST
reforms, he added, “Every
household is now celebrat-
ing GST savings. Before

-

highlights pointers
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e Mahi Banswara Atomic Power Project at a Glance

e (apacity: 2,800 MW (four units of 700 MW each)

e Technology: Pressurised Heavy Water Reactor

(PHWR)

e Land area; 602.72 hectares

e Water source: Mahi River (Mahi Bajaj Sagar Dam)

@ First unit operation: Targeted for May 2032

Diwali, every family has
received the gift of savings
and prosperity.”

The Prime Minister of-
fered prayers to Goddess
Tripura Sundari and the

Mahi River, stressing that
tribal welfare remains a top
priority of his government.
“Protecting the faith and
dignity of our tribal com-
munities is our solemn

Rajasthan's Big Leap: PM
Modi Lays Mahi Banswara
Nuclear Plant Foundation

commitment,” he said.

During the programme,
PM Modi handed over ap-
pointment letters to 15,000
youth and flagged off three
trains via video conference:
the Bikaner-Delhi and
Jodhpur-Delhi Vande
Bharat Express services,
and the Udaipur-Chandi-
garh Express.

Chief Minister Bhajan-
lal Sharma noted that Ra-
jasthan is emerging as a
leader in clean energy un-
der PM Modi’s leadership.
“Through the Kusum
scheme, farmers are get-

NGT Orders Action on Encroachments
in Nahargarh Wildlife Sanctuary

FAIR REPORT

Jaipur, September 25,
2025 — The National Green
Tribunal (NGT) has issued
strict directives to the Ra-
jasthan government re-
garding encroachments in
the Nahargarh Wildlife
Sanctuary, underlining
the need for immediate ac-
tion and accountability.
In its recent order, the
NGT instructed the Chief
Wildlife Warden of Ra-
jasthan to submit an affi-
davit within two weeks,
detailing all measures
taken to remove illegal en-
croachments from the
sanctuary. The directive
also stressed that officials

members of minority com-
munities, who accused the
organizations of attempting
to communalize a tradition-
ally inclusive cultural festi-
val.

responsible for any lapses
or negligence in protect-
ing the sanctuary’s bound-
aries must be held ac-
countable.

The Nahargarh Wildlife
Sanctuary, located on the
outskirts of Jaipur, is
home to a rich variety of
flora and fauna, including
leopards, hyenas, jackals,
and numerous bird spe-
cies. Environmentalists
have repeatedly raised
concerns that unregulated
encroachments, construc-
tion activities, and human
settlements are threaten-
ing the ecological balance
and biodiversity of the
sanctuary.

“The integrity of pro-

.

Local authorities initially
faced pressure to enforce the
directives, but several com-
munity leaders argued that
Garba, historically celebrat-
ed during Navratri, is a folk

rks Polit

tected areas must be main-
tained,” the NGT empha-
sized, highlighting that
encroachments not only
jeopardize wildlife but
also undermine India’s en-
vironmental laws and con-
servation policies. The
tribunal further noted
that continuous monitor-
ing and proactive meas-
ures by forest authorities
are essential to prevent
further degradation.
Officials in the Ra-
jasthan Forest Depart-
ment have been asked to
provide a detailed report
on the current status of
encroachments, ongoing
eviction processes, and
plans for restoration and

tradition meant to bring peo-
ple together, regardless of
religion or background.
“Garba is about community,
joy,and devotion,” said a cul-
tural expert from Jaipur

conservation. Environ-
mental activists wel-
comed the NGT’s order,
describing it as a signifi-
cant step toward safe-
guarding the sanctuary.
Observers noted that
prompt compliance with
the NGT’s directives is
critical, as failure to act
could result in legal con-
sequences for the respon-
sible authorities. With
increasing urban pres-
sures on Jaipur’s periph-
eries, the move is seen as
an important effort to
protect the city’s natural
heritage and ensure sus-
tainable coexistence be-
tween humans and
wildlife.

University. “It should not
become a tool for political or
religious segregation.”
Political leaders have
weighed in, turning the con-
troversy into a state-wide
debate. Opposition parties
demanded that the govern-
ment clarify its stance on
participation rights and en-
sure that cultural events re-
main free from political in-
fluence. Meanwhile, ruling
party representatives em-
phasized respect for reli-
gious customs, arguing that
communities have the right
to organize celebrations ac-
cording to their traditions.
Social media platforms
have amplified the debate,
with residents expressing

HAPPY
NAVRATRI
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ting daytime electricity,
and the rooftop solar mis-
sion is making every home
energy self-reliant,” he
said. He also highlighted
government initiatives
aimed at uplifting southern
Rajasthan and empowering
women to become “Lakh-
pati to Millionaire Didis.”

Governor Haribhau
Kisanrao Bagde, former
CM Vasundhara Raje, Dep-
uty Chief Ministers Diya
Kumari and Dr. Premchand
Bairwa, along with several
Union and State ministers,
were present.
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PM Modi interacts with
PM-KUSUM beneficiaries in
Banswara, expresses happi-
ness over impact of scheme

Jaipur: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Thurs-
day interacted with bene-
ficiaries of the PM-KU-
SUM Yojana from Ra-
jasthan and across the
country during a pro-
gramme held in Banswara
on the occasion of Pandit
Deendayal Upadhyay Jay-
anti. During the interac-
tion, the Prime Minister
expressed deep satisfac-
tion at the positive impact
of the initiative on farm-
ers’ livelihoods.

He noted that the
scheme is not only in-
creasing incomes but also
instilling greater confi-
dence among beneficiar-
ies. “While interacting
with beneficiaries of the
PM-KUSUM scheme in
Banswara, I felt immense
satisfaction knowing that
this initiative has signifi-
cantly increased their in-
come. The confidence they
displayed during the inter-
action is living proof that
our government’s schemes
are directly reaching and
benefiting every citizen,”
said the Prime Minister
on his X handle. PM Modi
interacted with Pappu
Devi (Phalodi), Dharmen-

dra Kumar (Kotputli), Jag-
dish Meghwal (Pratap-
garh), Ramchandra Singh
(Jodhpur), Prem Singh
Kuntal (Bharatpur), and
Sangharsh (Arthuna, Ban-
swara).

The event was attended
by Governor Haribhau
Kisanrao Bagde, Chief
Minister Bhajan Lal Shar-
ma, Union Minister of
New and Renewable En-
ergy Prahlad Joshi, Depu-
ty Chief Ministers Diya
Kumari and Dr. Prem-
chand Bairwa, and MP
Madan Rathore, among
other dignitaries. The
Prime Minister under-
lined that the PM-KUSUM
(Pradhan Mantri Kisan
Urja Suraksha evam Ut-
than Mahabhiyan)
scheme is empowering
farmers by promoting so-
lar energy use in agricul-
ture, reducing depend-
ence on conventional
power sources, and pro-
viding new avenues for
income generation. Farm-
ers shared their experi-
ences of how the scheme
has enabled them to adopt
clean energy solutions,
lower input costs, and im-
prove productivity.

Prakhar Rajasthan 2.0’ Campaign Enhances
Reading Sklls in Government Schools

FAIR REPORT

Jaipur, September 25, 2025
—The Rajasthan Education
Department has launched
the ambitious ‘Prakhar Ra-
jasthan 2.0 campaign,
aimed at improving reading
skills and overall literacy
among students in govern-
ment schools across the
state. The initiative, which
commenced on September
5, 2025, will run for 90 days,
targeting students who re-
quire additional support to
achieve fluency and com-
prehension.

The program integrates
intensive remedial teach-
ing, Al-based assessments,
and strong parental involve-
ment, ensuring that learn-

ical Debate in Rajasthan

strong opinions on both
sides. Some citizens support
the restrictions as a matter
of religious identity, while
others view them as an in-
fringement on freedom of
expression and social har-
mony. As Rajasthan navi-
gates this controversy, the
Garba issue highlights
broader tensions between
cultural preservation and
inclusivity, and raises im-
portant questions about the
role of political organiza-
tions in traditional festivi-
ties. Observers suggest that
how authorities handle this
situation could set a prece-
dent for future religious and
cultural events across the
state.

ing extends beyond the
classroom. Teachers have
undergone specialized
training to provide person-
alized support for each stu-
dent, with an emphasis on
fluent reading, language
development, and mathe-
matical understanding.
Education officials high-
light that the campaign fo-
cuses not only on literacy
but also on fostering critical
thinking and analytical
skills. By leveraging tech-
nology and data-driven
tools, the program tracks
student progress in real
time, enabling teachers to
identify gaps and tailor in-
terventions accordingly.
“The goal of Prakhar Ra-
jasthan 2.0 is to ensure that

every child, regardless of
background, can read with
confidence and compre-
hend effectively,” said an
Education Department
spokesperson. “We are ac-
tively engaging parents to
support their children’s
learning journey at home,
making education a collab-
orative effort.” The cam-
paign also includes interac-
tive sessions, reading work-
shops, and evaluation exer-
cises designed to make
learning engaging and ef-
fective. Schools across Ra-
jasthan have reported en-
thusiastic  participation
from both students and
teachers, reflecting a shared
commitment to improving
educational outcomes.

Vande Bharat train to begin
operations from Bikaner to Delhi
Cantt, inaugural run today

FAIR REPORT

Jaipur: Rajasthan is all
set to get another Vande
Bharat Express on Thurs-
day, this time connecting
Bikaner to Delhi Cantt.
The semi-high-speed train
will make its inaugural
run, but the journey is re-
served exclusively for
guests. General passen-
gers will be able to travel
on the route starting Sun-
day, for which bookings
have already begun.
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will flag off the train
virtually from Banswara,
while in Bikaner, Union

Minister and local MP Ar-
jun Ram Meghwal will
lead the event alongside
senior railway officials.
MLAs from Bikaner East
and West have also been
invited. According to Divi-
sional Railway Manager
Gaurav Govil, the inaugu-
ral journey will begin at
1:30 pm, departing from
Bikaner. The train will
halt at six stations - Sri-
dungargarh, Ratangarh,
Churu, Loharu, and Ma-
hendragarh. While the
stoppage at Churu will be
five minutes, the other sta-
tions will have short halts
of only two minutes.
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Once synonymous with dacoity,
Dholpur in Rajasthan is quietly
scripting a new chapter in its story
—one that is defined not by fear, but
by hope, learning, and the awakening
of constitutional values. At the heart
of this transformation is the Chan-
dradyoti Abhiyan, a flagship initia-
tive led by Avhad Nivrutti Somnath,
CEO of Zila Parishad Dholpur, that is
redefining the role of education, citi-
zenship, and community participa-
tion in this historically troubled re-
gion. The purpose of this mission is
to create empowered citizens who
will lead India towards Viksit Bharat
with optimism, vibrancy, and a spirit
of democracy.

A Revolution from
the First Page

Every school textbook in India starts
with the Preamble to the Constitution
— the “Kitab Ka Pahla Panna”. Yet, this
page is often hurried past in the rush to
complete the syllabus. Teachers, bur-
dened by curriculum targets, and stu-
dents, anxious about exams, tend to
overlook this foundational text. Butina
nation as diverse and dynamic as India,
that first page encapsulates the soul of
our democracy. Recognising this missed
opportunity, the Chandradyoti Abhiyan
was born. “If we can bring the Preamble
outof obscurity;” Nivrutti explains, “we
can bring the Constitution to life in
young minds.” And so began a journey
that would transform the educational
landscape of Dholpur.

Schools as Hubs of Democracy

The Abhiyan spread its wings to
350 schools, impacting over 50,000
students from Classes 5 to 11.
Through Baal Sansad (Youth Par-
liament) sessions, children — many
from communities historically
marred by conflict — engaged di-
rectly with the principles of democ-
racy, governance, and civic respon-
sibility. They debated, enacted, and
questioned. Primary school chil-
dren began reciting the Preamble
during morning assemblies, articu-
lating ideals like Justice, Liberty,
Equality, and Fraternity with a
clarity that belied their age. Aca-
demic sessions should not ignore
first few pages of the books which
includes Fundamental Rights, Fun-
damental Duties and the Preamble.

Teachers, too, were empowered.
Over 200 educators, especially Po-
litical Science teachers, received
training aligned with NEP 2020,
enabling them to make constitu-
tional principles a living part of
classroom discussions. Debates,
quizzes, role -plays, and poster
-making competitions enriched the
learning experience, fostering crit-
ical thinking and civic engagement.

Beyond Classrooms:
Communities in Action
The ChandradJyoti Abhiyan did not

e

Chandoti Abhiya

Key elements include:

o Gommunity Ownership: Local
communities, Panchayati Raj
Institutions (PRIs), and School
Management Committees
actively participate in planning,
execution, and monitoring,
ensuring accountability, feedback
and ownership.

o (Capacity Building: Teachers,
students, and youth leaders are
trained to serve as long-term
custodians of constitutional val-
ues and democratic practices.

e |nfrastructure Reuse: By
transforming unused or dilapi-
dated government buildings into
Samvidhan Ghars, the project
revives public assets sustainably
and enhances cost-effectiveness.

e Financial Sustainability: Part-
nerships with CSR initiatives,
NGOs, and state schemes will
help secure funding and reduce
dependency on one-time grants.

o (Cultural Embedding: The
Five “” approach ensures that
democratic practices and values
become part of community
identity, making the initiative

—

Implementation Plan for Dholpur

The implementation of ChandraJyoti Abhiyan in Dholpur
follows a structured, phased approach to ensure systematic
roll-out and measurable outcomes.

A.Phase 1: Foundation Building (0—3 months)
e Stakeholder consultations with PRIs, teachers, and com-
munity leaders.

levels.

B.Phase 2: Capacity Development (3—6 months)
e Teacher training programs aligned with NEP 2020.

e Student engagement through Baal Sansads, debates, and
poster campaigns.

o Community sensitization via murals, Constitution-on-the-
Wall, and Child-Friendly Panchayat meetings.

C. Phase 3: Infrastructure Activation (6—12 months)
@ Renovation and inauguration of 28 Samvidhan Ghars across
Gram Panchayats.
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Illuminating Dholpur Through Constitutional Values

Writing the Preamble to a Brighter Future through the
and “Kitab Ka Pahla Panna”

This phased approach ensures that the initiative not
only takes root in Dholpur but also evolves as a
replicable model for other regions.

LEARNING AND TAKEAWAYS

e Effective project planning requires
collaboration among multiple stake-

holders at different levels of govern-

ance and community structures.

o Field visits are indispensable for
identifying ground-level challenges
and understanding the realities faced
by frontline workers.

o Community consultations are
critical to aligning the project with lo-
cal needs. This ensures the continu-
ous usage of facilities, contributes to
meaningful impact assessments, and
drives sustainable outcomes.

® Ground-level transformation does

requires commitment and willpower.
Repurposing unused or dilapidated
infrastructure, such as schools,
community halls, and Panchayat
Bhavans, can create vibrant com-
munity spaces and foster ownership.
This approach inspired the Digital
Samvidhan Ghar initiative.

e Government institutions hold im-
mense potential to improve service
delivery. Empowering citizens with
accurate and relevant information
enhances accountability. Capacity-
building programs, IEC campaigns,
and active Gram Sabhas are essen-
tial to ensuring long-term impact and
success

® Regular impact assessments and feedback loops with

stakeholders.

e Gradual replication of the model across other districts of

Rajasthan.

not require complex solutions — it

A Beacon for the Nation

e In Dholpur, the first page is no longer just a page. It is a call

to action — a promise that democracy begins wherever citizens
choose to live it. And in this corner of Rajasthan, that promise is
being fulfilled, one recitation, one classroom, and one community

at a time.

stop at school gates. It reached into
the heart of communities through
Gram Sabhas and Child -Friendly
Panchayat meetings, enabling stu-
dents to witness and participate in
grassroots democracy. Republic Day
and Constitution Day were celebrat-
ed not just as ceremonial events, but
as occasions to reflect on civic duties
and constitutional ideals. A particu-
larly innovative feature was the
“Constitution on the Wall” project
—vibrant murals depicting constitu-
tional articles on the walls of the Zila
Parishad office. Guided tours by Som-
nath himself demystified complex
constitutional provisions, making
them accessible to even the youngest
learners.

GPs are showing interest in acti-
vating SMCs and SDMCs. I note an
experience from Bijauli Panchayat
— how I felt during Gram Sabha no-

body is interested and don’t know the
importance of it. We don’t want to
leave any stone unturned — we want
to activate all the forums present at
the grassroot level. The movement
culminated in a district -level compe-
tition on April 27, 2025, with 15
schools and over 150 students show-
casing their knowledge. The winners
were felicitated, and a Chandradyoti
Abhiyan booklet was released, cap-
turing the journey and voices of
those touched by this silent revolu-
tion.

From Books to Buildings: The
Samvidhan Ghar Vision

Building on this momentum,
Nivrutti envisioned a new chapter:
the Samvidhan Ghar project.

In a candid moment, he shared:
“During my field visits, I observed

many unused or dilapidated govern-
ment buildings — once functional,
now lying idle. I asked myself: Why
not reimagine these spaces as vibrant
centres of knowledge and civic
awareness? That’s how Samvidhan
Ghar was born — turning

forgotten infrastructure into liv-
ing platforms for constitutional
learning and community

empowerment.”

Dholpur has identified 28 unused
or dilapidated government build-
ings across 28 Gram Panchayats.
These are being renovated into
community libraries — spaces
where civil services aspirants, avid
readers, and community members
can access newspapers, books on
law and governance, and educa-
tional materials. But at their core,
every Samvidhan Ghar will focus
on the Indian Constitution, rein-
forcing citizenship, democracy, and
participation.

Nivrutti’s vision is not limited to
physical renovation. “My vision,”
he says, “is to develop not just read-
ers, but citizens — thoughtful, in-
formed, and empowered individu-
als.” To ensure sustainability, vil-
lage -level community groups are
being formed to manage these
spaces, embedding a sense of own-
ership and pride. These learning
spaces will be managed by the com-
munity itself — Library Manage-
ment Committee will be headed by
VDOs.

The Five Strategic Pillars

of Chandralyoti

What makes Chandradyoti so effec-
tive is its foundation in five strategic
pillars — a framework that ensures
the campaign is participatory,
grounded, and scalable:

1. Community -Led and
Ownership -Driven

Through extensive stakeholder
consultations, local champions from
education and Panchayati Raj insti-
tutions shaped the campaign’s goals.
An inclusive Steering Committee
with active representation from PRIs
and teachers ensured grassroots
ownership and accountability.

2. Behavioural Change through
the “Five [’ Approach

At the heart of Chandradyoti is a
structured journey from awareness
to action:

® (Spark): Why should | care?

o (Reflect): How does this relate to
me?

° (Acte?:_ I'm doi”r'idmif‘—and others
can see it.

@ (Embed): This is now part of who
we are.

3. Spaces of Civic Learning
Schools for learning activities; PRIs
for participatory democracy in ac-
tion; Zila Parishad Office as a living
lab where students witness govern-
ance firsthand.

4. Culture of Constitutional
Citizenship

Dholpur is emerging as a model
where democratic values are not
just taught but lived daily. The Five
’ framework and civic ecosystem
model are now templates for repli-
cation in other districts, nurturing
a culture of empathy, ethics, and
participation.

5. Resilient Institutions,
Informed Citizens

The Abhiyan strengthens trust
between government and citizens,
especially among youth. Public
institutions are better equipped to
foster critical thinking and civic
values at scale. The first page of the
book should reach to the proverbial
last man in the queue — we want to
create awareness about Gandhiji's
Talisman for every student (who are
the future citizens of this country —
the real Bhagyavidhatas). We want
this generation to be sensitive and
empathetic towards the situation of
the bottom of the pyramid popula-
tion. All the institutions and PRIs
should strongly imbibe the values
and philosophy of the ChandraJyoti
Abhiyaan.

Sustainability Framework

To ensure the long-term success of
the Chandradyoti Abhiyan, sustain-
ability has been embedded as a
core principle at every stage. The
initiative focuses on community
ownership, resource optimization,
and institutional strengthening so
that impact continues well beyond
the initial intervention and outlasts
Nivrutti’s tenure in the district.
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