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May this sacred occasion
bring happiness, extend
wishes on Maha Ashtami

FAIR REPORT
SPECIAL FEATURE

New Delhi: On the auspi-
cious occasion of Maha
Ashtami, President Drou-
padi Murmu and Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
extended heartfelt greet-
ings to the nation, cele-
brating Durga Puja and
Navratri, invoking the
blessings of Maa Durga
for peace, prosperity, and
well-being. Taking to the
social media platform X,
President Murmu wrote a
thoughtful message un-
derlining the cultural,
spiritual, and social es-
sence of the festival. Her
post, originally in Hindji,
was translated as follows:
“On the holy occasion of
Durga Puja, I extend my
heartfelt greetings and
best wishes to all Indians
living in the country and
abroad. The sacred festi-
val of Durga Puja is a
symbol of our culture,
faith, and spiritual pride.
Worshipping the nine
forms of Maa Durga is
not only a path to spiritu-
al purification but also
inspires us to move for-
ward with truth, justice,
and compassion. This fes-
tival promotes the spirit
of equality; tolerance, and
love. Let us, on this auspi-
cious occasion, resolve to
make every possible ef-
fort to ensure respect for
women and their rightful
place in society. I pray
that Maa Durga blesses
everyone with wisdom
and courage and brings
happiness and prosperity
to all.” Prime Minister
Narendra Modi also
shared his wishes with

the nation, expressing
hope that the sacred day
of Maha Ashtami brings
health and harmony.
“Heartiest greetings toall
fellow countrymen on the
auspicious occasion of
Maha Ashtami  of
Navratri. My wish is that
this sacred occasion
brings happiness, peace,
and excellent health into
everyone’s life,” he said.

The Prime Minister
also posted a devotional
song -- “Durge Durge Dur-
gatinashini, Kichhu Bali
Gaane Gaane” - per-
formed by legendary
singer Asha Bhosle and
Swapan Chakraborty, en-
hancing the festive fer-
vour among devotees on-
line. Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath
also joined in extending
greetings and highlight-
ing the spiritual value of
worshipping Maa Ma-
hagauri, the eighth form
of Durga worshipped on
Ashtami:“She who is
mounted on a white bull,
adorned in white gar-
ments, pure. May Ma-
hagauri bestow auspi-
ciousness, delighting the
great Lord. The worship
of Mother Mahagauri,
the eighth form of the pri-
mordial power Mother
Durga, the creator of the
universe, brings spiritual
peace and the attainment
of divine powers. May the
devotees’ resolves be ful-
filled by Mother’s grace,
and may happiness,
peace, prosperity, and
positive energy flow into
everyone’s lives - this is
the prayer. Jai Maa Ma-
hagauri!”
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PM Modi Inaugurates BJP Delhi’s

New

FAIR REPORT

New Delhi, Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi on Sun-
day inaugurated the Delhi
unit of the Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party’s (BJP) new
state office at Deen Dayal
Upadhyay (DDU) Marg,
marking a significant
milestone for the party’s
organisational infrastruc-
ture in the national capi-
tal.

The five-storey eco-
friendly building has been
constructed over nearly
843 days and is equipped
with modern facilities in-
cluding an auditorium,
dedicated meeting halls,
and adequate parking
space. Designed to serve as
a hub for party workers
and leaders, the new office
replaces the earlier head-
quarters located at 14 Pan-
dit Pant Marg.

Ahead of the inaugura-
tion, BJP leaders including
Delhi unit president Viren-
dra Sachdeva and senior
party members performed
a havan and puja ceremo-
ny at the premises. Party
officials described the new

complex as a “Sanskar
Kendra,” symbolising not
only an administrative
base but also a centre for
ideological and cultural
grounding of its workers.

Speaking at the ceremo-
ny, Modi underlined the
importance of strong or-

Office at DDU

ganisational spaces in
strengthening democratic
politics. He said, “The of-
fice is not merely a build-
ing but a reflection of the
BJP’s growing connect
with the people of Delhi
and its karyakartas’ dedi-
cation.” The foundation of

A Rare 10-Day Celebration and
Today’s Astrological Significance

Panchang: September 30, 2025
According to the Panchang for September 30, 2025, to-
morrow marks the Ashtami tithi of Navratri, a day dedi-
cated to the worship of Maa Mahagauri, the eighth form
of Goddess Durga. The day is considered highly auspi-
cious for performing the Sandhi Puja, a ritual that
marks the transition between Ashtami and Navami ti-
this. Astrologically, tomorrow’s day is influenced by the
Budhaditya Yoga, a combination of Mercury and the
Sun, which is believed to bring clarity, intelligence, and
communication skills. This alignment is considered fa-
vorable for initiating new ventures and seeking bless-

FAIR REPORT

This year, devotees across
India are experiencing a
unique and spiritually en-
riching event: the Shardiya
Navratri festival has been
extended to 10 days, a rare
occurrence in the lunar
calendar. Traditionally ob-
served over nine nights,
the extension offers an ad-
ditional day for worship,
reflection, and community
gatherings.

Why the Extension?

The extension of Navratri
in 2025 is due to a rare lu-
nar alignment. The tithis
(lunar days) span over
two solar days, creating a

ings for success.

Rituals and Traditions

On Ashtami and Navami, it is customary to perform
the Kanjak Puja, where young girls are worshipped as
embodiments of Goddess Durga. Devotees offer them
poori, halwa, and kala chana as prasad, symbolizing
the culmination of their fast and seeking blessings for

prosperity and well-being.

phenomenon that is con-
sidered highly auspicious
for spiritual activities.

This alignment enhances
the cosmic energies, pro-
viding devotees with an

The Spiritual
Significance

The extended 10-day
Navratri festival
provides an opportu-
nity for deeper spir-
itual engagement.
The additional day
allows devotees to
reflect on the teach-
ings of Goddess
Durga, seek her
blessings for
strength and wis-
dom, and participate
in community activ-
ities that foster uni-
ty and devotion.

extended period to engage
in rituals, prayers, and
fasting.

Rajasthan CM inaugurates projects worth Rs 529
crore in his home constituency Sanganer
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Jaipur, Rajasthan Chief
Minister Bhajan Lal Sharma
on Monday inaugurated pro-
jects worth Rs 529 crore in
his home constituency, San-
ganer, asserting that the gov-
ernment is committed to the
all-round development of all
200 assembly constituencies
of the state. He stated that
the primary objective of his
government is to take Ra-
jasthan to new heights of
progress. Highlighting the
importance of Sanganer, he
described it as not only
Jaipur’s but also Rajasthan’s
vital industrial and cultural
hub, adding that the govern-

ment is prioritising projects
here so that the region be-
comes a key contributor in
realising the vision of a De-
veloped Rajasthan. The
Chief Minister was address-
ing a public gathering after
laying the foundation stone
and inaugurating develop-
ment works worth more than

- MUY |
529 crore in the Sanganer
Assembly constituency.

He informed that the state
government has already ini-
tiated projects worth around
Rs 100 crore in the power sec-
tor in Sanganer. Further, de-
velopment projects such as
the construction of Unity
Mall, the expansion of
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Jaipur Metro, and an elevat-
ed road from Sanganer flyo-
ver to Choradia petrol pump
will accelerate progress in
theregion. Sharma said that
under today’s program, de-
velopment works worth ap-
proximately Rs 700 crore are
being dedicated to Sanganer.
Of this, projects worth over

Rs 529 crore across electrici-
ty, roads, education, and ur-
ban development were inau-
gurated and foundation
stones laid. In addition, pro-
jects worth nearly Rs 171
crore were dedicated at the
Sanganer Stadium. The
Chief Minister also laid the
foundation stone for an ele-
vated road from Triveni Na-
gar ROB to near Gurjar Ki
Thadi on the Gopalpura by-
pass, costing over Rs 218
crore. Sharma further said
that under the leadership of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, unprecedented work
has been accomplished
across the country. On the oc-
casion of the Prime Minis-

ter’s birthday, Seva Pakhwa-
da has been launched in the
state with rural and urban
service camps. Through
these initiatives, Pandit
Deendayal Upadhyay’s vi-
sion of Antyodaya is being
realised, ensuring benefits
reach the last person in soci-
ety The Chief Ministerurged
citizens to actively partici-
pate in these camps and en-
courage others to do the
same. Deputy Chief Minister
Premchand Bairwa, ad-
dressing the programme,
emphasised that under the
leadership of Chief Minis-
ter Sharma, the government
is continuously making pub-
lic welfare decisions.

Marg

the new office was laid in
June 2023 by BJP national
president JP Nadda. Ac-
cording to party sources,
the construction cost is
estimated at 2.23 crore.
The state unit hopes the
new facility will enhance
coordination and outreach
as the party gears up for
upcoming electoral battles
in the capital. With the in-
auguration, Delhi BJP
workers expressed confi-
dence that the new head-
quarters will boost morale
and provide a modernised
space for strategy, train-
ing, and public interac-
tion. The event concluded
with Modi unveiling a
plaque and addressing
party workers gathered for
the occasion.
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Viable pathway to
long-term,
sustainable peace:
PM Modi welcomes
Trump’s Gaza plan
New Delhi, Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi on Tues-
day welcomed US President
Donald Trump’s plan to end
the Gaza conflict, stating
that it provides a pathway
to “long-term and sustain-
able peace” for Palestine
and Israel. Trump has for-
mally announced his
20-point peace plan to end
the Israel-Hamas war in
Gaza as he met Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu at the White
House earlier in the day. In
apost on X, PM Modi wrote,
“We welcome President
Donald J. Trump’s an-
nouncement of a compre-
hensive plan to end the
Gaza conflict. It provides a
viable pathway to long-
term and sustainable
peace, security and devel-
opment for the Palestinian
and Israeli people, as also
for the larger West Asian
region.” “We hope that all
concerned will come to-
gether behind President
Trump’s initiative and sup-
port this effort to end con-
flict and secure peace,” he
added. India has consist-
ently advocated for resolv-
ing the Israel-Gaza conflict
and promoting peace and

stability in the region.

Modern policing
credited for crime

FAIR REPORT

Jaipur, Rajasthan Chief
Minister Bhajan Lal
Sharma on Monday reit-
erated that establishing
the rule of law and crack-
ing down on criminals
remain the top priorities
of the state government.

He said that true devel-
opment is possible only in
a peaceful and secure en-
vironment, and the gov-
ernment has introduced
revolutionary measures
to modernise and
strengthen the police
force, ensuring a fear-free
society for citizens.

Speaking at the inau-
guration of three new po-
lice stations, including
Narayan Vihar, the Chief
Minister said that these
inaugurations are not
merely about new build-
ings but represent strong
steps towards making Ra-
jasthan safer.

He highlighted that
soon after coming to pow-
er, the government creat-
ed an Anti-Gangster Task
Force and a Special Inves-
tigation Team (SIT) to

probe paper leak cases.

The Chief Minister de-
tailed a series of reforms,
including the creation of
two new offices, each for
Additional Superinten-
dent of Police and Deputy
Superintendent of Police,
22 new police stations, the
upgradation of eight out-
posts into police stations,
and the approval of 35
new outposts.He said 255
posts have been sanc-
tioned for the Anti-Gang-
ster Task Force under the
ADG Crime Branch,
alongside an Anti-Narcot-
ics Task Force. Jaipur
headquarters has also
been strengthened with
one new police station and
nine outposts. Sharma
said 65 Anti-Romeo
Squads are now active in
schools, colleges, markets,
and public spaces to curb
harassment. Three wom-
en battalions - Padmini,
Kali Bai, and Amrita Devi
- have been raised with
2,216 sanctioned posts. Ad-
ditionally, 500 Kalika pa-
trol units have been de-
ployed for the protection
of women and girls.
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VISION INDIA

IIHMR University Calls for Resilient Public Health Systems,
‘Hosts SEAPHEIN Webinar on Education in South-East Asia

e International Representation

Jaipur: IIHMR University,
Jaipur, has underscored

the urgent need for
strengthening resilient
public health systems

across South-East Asia by
hosting the inaugural ses-
sion of the SEAPHEIN We-

binar on “Landscape of
Public Health Education
Programs in the South-
East Asia Region (SEAR).”
The initiative, organized in
collaboration with the
South-East Asia Public
Health Education Institu-
tions Network
(SEAPHEIN), brought to-

Jaipur Launches Rooftop
Vegetable Farming Scheme
with 70% Subsidy

Sushil Pal

Jaipur: In a step to-
ward promoting urban
farming and self-suffi-
ciency, the government
has announced a roof-
top vegetable farming
scheme that offers up to
70% subsidy for resi-
dents. The initiative,
inaugurated on Mon-
day by the Internation-
al Horticultural Inno-
vation and Training
Institute (ISITC), Dur-
gapura, aims to encour-
age citizens to grow
their own vegetables in
available rooftop spac-
es.

Scheme Details
The cost of setting up
one rooftop unit is
53,619, of which the
government will bear
37,534 (70%), while the
beneficiary will con-
tribute 16,085 (30%).
The scheme is open

only to private residen-
tial building owners
within Jaipur Munici-
pal Corporation limits.
Commercial and non-
residential buildings
are not eligible.

Applicants must
have a minimum roof-
top area of 200 sq ft to
qualify.

Application
Timeline

Applications will be
accepted offline be-
tween October 1 and
October 31, 2025, on a
first-come, first-served
basis. Interested appli-
cants can collect and
submit forms at the
ISITC office in Dur-
gapura, Jaipur.

Scheme guidelines,
eligibility  criteria,
and application for-
mats are available at
ISITC. Officials said
the initiative is expect-
ed to boost sustainable
practices in urban
households, reduce de-
pendence on external
supply chains, and en-
courage healthier life-
styles by making
fresh, chemical-free
vegetables available at
home.

gether more than 200 pub-
lic health leaders and ex-
perts from India, Bangla-
desh, Myanmar, Sri Lanka,
Bhutan, and Switzerland.
The discussions focused
on advancing public health
education and preparing
countries in the region to
respond effectively to fu-

ture crises. With India re-
cently grappling with the
aftermath of floods in Utta-
rakhand and Punjab, and
still carrying lessons from
the COVID-19 pandemic,
experts highlighted the
need for region-specific
strategies to address recur-
ring health emergencies.

FOCUS ON REGION-
SPECIFIC SOLUTIONS

Speakers highlighted challenges around faculty devel-
opment, supply-demand imbalances, and the need for
accreditation processes to maintain global standards.

They called for greater investments in academic ca-

pacity building, leadership training, and cross-border
collaborative research to strengthen the public health
ecosystem in the region. Delivering the welcome ad-
dress, Dr. P.R. Sodani, President of IHMR University

and Secretary-General of SEAPHEIN, said: “Public

health education is not only about strengthening aca-
demic curricula but also about preparing students to

address real-world health challenges. We are commit-
ted to promoting collaborative initiatives that advance
public health education throughout South-East Asia.”

Dr. S.D. Gupta, President of IHMR and President of
SEAPHEIN, chaired the session and emphasized the
importance of strategic partnerships and practice-
focused learning to drive innovation in the sector.

Jaipur, Tuesday, 30 September 2025
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® The webinar featured several distinguished speakers,

including:

® Prof. R. Surenthiran Kuruman, Dean, Faculty of Medi-
cine, University of Jaffna, Sri Lanka

® Prof. Hla Hla Win, STI Health Science University,

Myanmar

® Prof. Neyzang Wangmo, Former Director, Medical
Education Centre, Khesar Gyelpo University of Medical

Sciences, Bhutan

® Prof. Sharemeen Yasmeen, Chairperson, Public Health

Foundation of Bangladesh

® Prof. Sanjay Zodpey, President, Public Health Founda-

tion of India

® Prof. John Middleton, Honorary Professor of Public
Health, Wolverhampton University (UK), and Vice Presi-
dent of the Global Network for Academic Public Health

(GNAPH)

® The event concluded with a collective call to strengthen
regional collaboration, build academic capacity, and place

public health education at the core of national agendas to

create more resilient health systems for the future.

STH PAY COMMISSION LIKELY TO
BE FULLY IMPLEMENTED BY 2028

FAIR REPORT

New Delhi: The much-
awaited 8th Pay Commis-
sion, which promises a sig-
nificant salary hike for
central government em-
ployees and pensioners,
may not see full implemen-
tation before 2028, accord-
ing to government sources.
Although the Union Cabi-
net gave its approval earli-
er in January this year, the
commission’s notification,
terms of reference, and
member list are yet to be
finalized.

Once enforced, the new
pay structure will impact
more than 50 lakh central
employees and about 65
lakh pensioners. Based on
a proposed 2.46 fitment fac-
tor, the basic salary of
Level-1 employees could
rise from 18,000 to 44,000,
while higher-level employ-
ees may see their pay more
than double.

What the Numbers
Look Like

The fitment factor direct-
ly affects the revised basic
pay. In the 7th Pay Com-
mission, the factor was set
at 2.57; in the upcoming
8th, it is expected to be
2.46. Dearness Allowance
(DA) will reset to zero
once the new pay scales

come into effect, as infla-
tion is factored into the
revised salaries.

For instance, an employee
at Level-6 currently draws:
@ Basic Pay: 35,400

64,428

Under the 8th Pay Com-
mission with a 2.46
fitment factor, the same
employee could earn:

e New Basic Pay: 87,084

e Total:

e Total: 1,10,597 """"
e \Why 20287

Historically, every pay
commission has taken 2-3
years from its formation to
full implementation. With
just three months left in
2025, officials suggest it
may take until 2028 for the
process—report prepara-
tion, cabinet approval, and
rollout—to conclude.
However, this does not
mean that employees will
have to wait until then to

see financial benefits. As
with previous commis-
sions, the effective date of
the 8th Pay Commission is
January 1, 2026. This en-
sures that salary arrears
and pension revisions will
be calculated from that
date once the recommenda-
tions are enforced.

Looking Back: Past
Pay Commissions

5th Pay Commission:
Formed in 1994, report sub-
mitted in 1997; implemented
retrospectively from Janu-

ary 1, 1996. 6th Pay Commis-
sion: Formed in October
2006; report submitted in
2008; implemented retro-
spectively from January 1,
2006. 7th Pay Commission:
Formed in February 2014;
report submitted in Novem-
ber 2015; approved in June
2016; implemented from
January 1, 2016. If the trend
continues, central govern-
ment employees can expect
hefty salary revisions and
arrears by 2026, with com-
plete structural implementa-
tion likely around 2028.

Delhi Police detain
two women associates
of ‘Swami’
Chaitanyanand
New Delhi: Delhi Police
detained two women asso-
ciates of ‘Swami’ Chaitan-
yanand Saraswati, accused
of molesting 17 women stu-
dents, on Tuesday and were
interrogating them. The
accused, also known as Par-
tha Sarathy, director of the
reputed Sri Sharda Insti-
tute of Indian Management
in Delhi’s posh Vasant
Kunj, is facing a criminal
case for allegedly targeting
female students enrolled in
post-graduate management
diploma courses under the
Economically Weaker Sec-
tions (EWS) scholarship
category. According to the
complainant, three war-
dens used to help Chaitan-
yanand bring the girls to
his room. It is not clear
whether the two women as-
sociates detained are the
same wardens. The offi-
cials said that Chaitan-
yananda is not cooperating
with the interrogation and
is showing no remorse. He
was lying during interroga-
tion and giving vague re-
sponses, and that is why he
is being confronted face-to-
face with the detained
women associates. The of-
ficials reported that the
‘Swami’ fled on August 4,
shortly after the institute
received a complaint from
the Indian Air Force head-
quarters accusing him of
molesting female students.
On September 28, police ar-
rested him at an Agra hotel.

Bhilwara Police and Chittorgarh DST Nab

FAIR REPORT

Manish Malani
Chittorgarh: The Rayla
police of Bhilwara dis-
trict, in coordination
with the Chittorgarh DST
team, have achieved a ma-
jor success by arresting
Raju Suthar, an NDPS Act
accused who had been
evading the police for
over three and a half
years. A reward of 5,000
had also been announced
for his capture.

According to reports,
an NDPS Act case was
registered in 2022 in the
Rayla police station area.
Raju Suthar, 32, aresident
of Sirodi, Chittorgarh,
had continuously evaded
the police.

Finally, DST jawan Raj-

or——--

deep from Chittorgarh
provided precise informa-
tion, which led to the Ray-
la police taking action
and arresting the ac-

cused. Rajdeep played a
significant role in the en-
tire operation.

The operation was con-
ducted under the guid-

ance of Superintendent
of Police Dharmendra
Singh Yadav (IPS). Under
his direction, a special
drive against illegal drug

trade is ongoing across
the district. The opera-
tion saw the formation of
a special team under the
supervision of Additional
SP Headquarters Paras
Jain, Additional SP Shah-
pura Rajesh Arya, and
Circle Officer Gulabpura
Jitendra Singh.

The team included Sub-
Inspector Bachraj Chaud-
hary from Rayla police
station along with consta-
bles Banwari, Vikram
Chahar, and Vikesh. From
Chittorgarh DST, Head
Constable Bhupendra (in
charge), and constables
Rajdeep, Surendra, Deep-
ak, Vijay, and Vikram also
participated. The joint
team strategically carried
out the operation and suc-

cessfully apprehended the
accused.

Police officials stated
that the accused will now
be produced in court.
During interrogation, au-
thorities will investigate
his contacts and the ex-
tent of his involvement in
drug trafficking. It may
also come to light where
he had been hiding while
on the run and who helped
him.

SP Dharmendra Singh
Yadav expressed satisfac-
tion over the team’s suc-
cess, saying, “Illegal drug
trade will not be tolerated
under any circumstances.
Strict action will contin-
ue against drug traffick-
ers and criminals in the
district.

Drug Suggler on the Run for 3 Years

HM Amit Shah to inaugurate Rs
4,000 cr Yamuna rejuvenation
projects in Delhi today

FAIR REPORT

New Delhi, Union Home
Minister Amit Shah will in-
augurate Asia’s largest sew-
age treatment plant (STP) in
OKkhla on Tuesday, marking
amajor milestone in Delhi’s
efforts to rejuvenate the Ya-
muna River. The inaugura-
tion, scheduled to take place
at Keshavpur in Vikaspuri,
will also include the launch
of 46 other sewage and san-
itation-related projects
worth a total of Rs 4,000
crore under the National
Mission for Clean Ganga
(NMCG). Delhi Chief Minis-
ter Rekha Gupta is expected
to preside over the event,
which is being organized as
a large public gathering.
Over 6,000 people, including
local residents, community
leaders, and officials, have
been invited to witness the
occasion. According to offi-
cials, the Okhla STP is the

largest facility of its kind in
Asia, with a treatment ca-
pacity of 124 million gallons
per day (MGD). Built at a
cost of Rs 1,161 crore, the
plant spans 40 acres and re-
places four outdated sewage
treatment units previously
located at the same site. The
new facility is designed not
only to treat sewage but also
to produce power from
waste and generate A-class
sludge, which is safe for re-
use in agriculture and land-
scaping. Delhi Jal Board
(DJB), which led the project
in collaboration with the
Centre, stated that nearly 40
lakh residents across south,
central, and old Delhi will
directly benefit from the
plant. It is expected to sig-
nificantly reduce the vol-
ume of untreated sewage
flowing into the Yamuna, a
critical goal under the Ya-
muna Action Plan-III.
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