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OF A FEARLESS PEN

May Navratri bring
good fortune, prosper-
ity to all: Mahanavami

FAIR REPORT
SPECIAL FEATURE

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi extended Ma-
hanavami greetings to
the countrymen and
prayed for their well-
being and prosperity.
The ninth day of
Navratri is celebrated as
Mahanavami, which is
dedicated to Goddess
Siddhidatri.

Taking to X, the
Prime Minister said,
“Heartfelt wishes to all
of you on the occasion
of Mahanavami! May
this auspicious occasion
of Navratri bring good
fortune, prosperity, and
success to everyone;
that is my wish.” Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath also
took to social media and
extended his greetings.

In a post on X, the Ut-
tar Pradesh Chief Min-
ister stated, “Heartfelt
congratulations to all
devotees, worshippers,
and residents of the
state on the auspicious
occasion of ‘Mahanava-
mi’!” “May everyone at-
tain a life filled with
glory, prosperity, and
good health through the
grace of Mother Siddhi-
datri, the ninth form of
the compassionate
Mother Durga, and may

her grace ever remain
upon the entire animate
and inanimate world,”
he added. Uttarakhand
Chief Minister Pushkar
Singh Dhami also ex-
tended his best wishes
on the occasion.

“Heartfelt congratu-
lations and best wishes
to all of you on the sa-
cred festival of the ninth
day of Navratri, dedi-
cated to the worship of
Maa Siddhidatri, the
presiding deity of the
eight great siddhis (spir-
itual powers). May
Mother Goddess grant
you all strength, peace,
and progress,” he said
in a post on X. Siddhi-
datri means ‘the one
who grants supernatu-
ral powers’. ‘Siddhi’ de-
notes supernatural abil-
ity or meditative skill,
while ‘Dhatri’ signifies
giver or bestower.

She is venerated on
the ninth day of Nav-
aratri, known as Nava-
durga, and fulfils all di-
vine aspirations.

Shiva is also known
as Ardhanarishwara be-
cause one side of his
body represents Siddhi-
datri. According to Ve-
dic  scriptures, he
achieved all siddhis by
worshipping this God-
dess.
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New Delhi: A disturbing
number of police person-
nel across India continue
to justify torture, sidestep
legal procedures, and hold
deeply entrenched biases
against minorities and
marginalised communi-
ties, according to the Status
of Policing in India Report
(SPIR) 2025 released this
week. Conducted by Com-
mon Cause and Lokniti-
CSDS, the report surveyed
8,276 police personnel in 17
states and Union Territo-
ries, offering a rare but
candid snapshot of the
mindset within Indian po-
licing. The findings con-
firm what rights activists
have long warned: the rot is
not only systemic — it is
also internalised.
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SPIR 2025: Torture Justified, Bias Entrenched

Policing Norms in
India Remain Alarming

Torture: A
‘Necessary’ Evil?
Nearly 3 out of 10
officers openly said
they believe torture
— euphemistically
referred to as “third-
degree methods” —
is justified in serious
criminal cases.
Alarmingly, 9% said
it’s acceptable even in
petty offences.

Deadly Attack on Former UP
Minister Gayatri Prajapati
Inside Lucknow Jail
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Lucknow, In a shocking
security breach, former
Uttar Pradesh minister
Gayatri Prasad Prajapati,
currently incarcerated in
Lucknow jail, was the tar-
get of a violent attack by
a fellow inmate earlier
today. The assailant alleg-
edly used a pair of scis-
sors to stab Prajapati
multiple times inside the
prison premises.
Authorities responded
swiftly to the incident,
transferring Prajapati to
the KGMU Trauma Cen-
tre for urgent medical
treatment. His condition
is currently under evalu-
ation, and details about
his injuries have not been
disclosed publicly. The

Director General of Pris-
ons has confirmed that an
investigation is under-
way to ascertain how the
weapon entered the facil-
ity and who facilitated
the attack. Officials em-
phasized that prison sur-
veillance and security
personnel are being ques-
tioned, and that the mat-
ter is being taken with
utmost seriousness.

Prajapati, a Samajwadi
Party leader, has been
serving his sentence
since 2017 for crimes in-
cluding rape and crimi-
nal conspiracy. His high-
profile political career
and previous controver-
sies have frequently
brought attention to his
jail status and prison
safeguards.

Due Process?

Often Optional

The report finds that less than

half (41%) of police personnel

say arrest procedures are “always
followed”. In other words, a
majority acknowledge that basic
legal protocols — including timely
court presentation and family noti-
fication — are frequently ignored.
Jharkhand, Rajasthan, and Bihar
scored especially poorly on pro-
cedural compliance. In contrast,
Kerala emerged as a rare outlier
with relatively high adherence to
legal norms.

Bias: Policing
Through Prejudice

SPIR 2025 lays bare what many
feared: prejudice is institution-
alised. A significant number of
police officers surveyed said
certain communities — Mus-
lims, Dalits, Adivasis, migrants
— are “more prone” to crime.
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This belief, the report argues,
not only fuels unlawful deten-
tions and profiling, but directly
correlates with higher rates of
custodial violence against these
groups. Victims are overwhelm-
ingly from poor, marginalised
backgrounds — those least
likely to access legal recourse.

Accountability: Still Missing
Despite repeated Supreme Court
warnings and NHRC guidelines,
impunity remains the norm. The
absence of a dedicated anti-
torture law, coupled with weak
internal oversight, ensures that
even proven cases of abuse rarely
lead to meaningful punishment.
According to the report, there is
widespread perception among
officers that force is necessary
— and should be protected from
legal consequence. This mindset
sits at odds with India’s constitu-
tional commitment to rule of law.

..-|.;-.

fi’*

_'ﬁ
&
L &
i

The Urgent Fix List
@ The report recommends an unam-
biguous roadmap for reform:

law.

e Establish independent investiga- '
tive bodies for custodial abuse cases.

e Mandate human rights and proce—
dural training at all levels.

Create legal pathways for victim
compensation and rehabilitation. En-
sure transparent and public report-
ing of custodial deaths and torture
claims.

The Real Takeaway

SPIR 2025 does not expose an
isolated failure — it reveals a culture
of impunity and a policing system
that continues to view rights as
obstacles, not obligations. Until this
culture is dismantled, reforms on
paper will remain just that — paper.

Clashes at Rajasthan University: NSUI Workers
Lathi- Charged During Protest Agalnst RSS Event
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Jaipur,Tension gripped
Rajasthan University on
Monday after student ac-
tivists affiliated with the
National Students’ Union
of India (NSUI) staged a
protest against a pro-
gramme organised by the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh (RSS) on campus.
According to eyewit-
nesses, dozens of NSUI
members gathered outside
the venue, raising slogans
and demanding that politi-
cal or ideological events
not be permitted within
the university premises.
The protest soon escalated
as students attempted to
block entry to the hall
where the RSS programme
was being held. Police per-
sonnel deployed at the site

resorted to lathi-charge
when protesters tried to
break through barricades.
Several students were re-
portedly injured in the
scuffle, and some were de-
tained for disrupting pub-
lic order.

Behind the Number: India’s External
Debt Needs Waitchfiul Eyes, Not Panic

Hemraj Tikam
chand Tiwari

By Special Feature Desk
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Asreports circulate India’s
external debt touching
66.35 lakh crore, the num-

ber has sparked unease in
some quarters. But while
the figure may be dramatic,
the reality is more nuanced
— and more importantly,
not without precedent. The
challenge now is not the
size of the debt, but how it
ismanaged, explained, and
justified.

A Number That

Needs Context

The Reserve Bank of India,
in its latest report, placed
the country’s external debt
at $736.3 billion (as of
March 31, 2025), roughly
61.4 lakh crore. This is a

10% increase year-on-year,
and the debt-to-GDP ratio
has inched up to 19.1%,
from 18.5% the previous
year. These numbers are
not insignificant — but
they are not alarming ei-
ther. India’s debt levels re-
main below global risk
thresholds. The economy
has run higher debt loads
in the past and has the buff-
ers to support them, in-
cluding foreign exchange
reserves exceeding $600 bil-
lion.

What the widely cited
66.35 lakh crore figure
lacks is official confirma-

tion. No Finance Ministry
or RBI document so far has
used that number — sug-
gesting that it may be a pro-
jection, or simply a misin-
terpretation of valuation-
adjusted figures.

Drivers of the Debt Rise

Multiple factors explain
the rise in debt: Rupee de-
preciation against the U.S.
dollar has raised the rupee
value of dollar-denominat-
ed debt.

External commercial
borrowings by Indian
firms have increased, par-
ticularly in infrastruc-

ture, telecom, and clean
energy. Public sector bor-
rowing from multilateral
lenders like the World
Bank and ADB continues
to fund long-gestation de-
velopment projects. The
composition of the debt
matters. About half is
long-term and largely con-
cessional. A sizable por-
tion is owed by private
corporates, not the central
government — though
sovereign responsibility
remains in play if things
go south. The Finance
Ministry has maintained
that India’s external liabil-

itiesremain within a “com-
fortable zone.” Finance
Minister Nirmala Sithara-
man reiterated this in a
written response in Parlia-
ment, pointing to strong
reserves, healthy debt ser-
vicing capacity, and stable
investor sentiment.

But comfort zones shift.
What’s manageable in one
quarter can become risky in
the next, particularly in a
global environment still ab-
sorbing the aftershocks of
monetary tightening, war-
induced supply chain dis-
ruptions, and sluggish trade
flows.

NSUI leaders con-
demned the police action,
calling it an attempt to
“suppress democratic dis-
sent”. “The campus
should be a space for edu-
cation, not ideological im-
position,” an  NSUI

spokesperson said. Mean-
while, organisers of the
RSS event maintained
that the programme was
cultural in nature and not
politically motivated.
University authorities
have refrained from issu-
ing an official statement,
though sources said they
had prior knowledge of
the event and had request-
ed police deployment an-
ticipating unrest.

The incident has reig-
nited debate over the role
of political and ideologi-
cal organisations in aca-
demic institutions. While
NSUI has announced it
will continue its agita-
tion, police officials con-
firmed that security will
remain tightened on cam-
pus to prevent further
clashes.

Bharat Gaurav Train to
Roll Out from October 5

FAIR REPORT

New Delhi, Indian Rail-
ways will flag off a new
Bharat Gaurav Train on
October 5, aimed at pro-
moting domestic tourism
under the government’s
Dekho Apna Desh initia-
tive. The special theme-
based train service will
connect passengers to
major religious, cultural,
and historical sites, of-
fering curated tour pack-
ages that include meals,
accommodation, and lo-
cal sightseeing. Railway
officials said the train
will run with modern fa-
cilities such as comfort-
able coaches, infotain-
ment systems, onboard

catering, and dedicated
tour managers. “This is
not just about transpor-
tation. The Bharat
Gaurav Train is designed
as a cultural journey on
wheels, giving travelers
an immersive experience
of India’s heritage,” a
senior Railway Ministry
official told reporters.
Launched in 2021, the
Bharat Gaurav scheme
allows private operators
and IRCTC to run special
trains on select circuits.
The October 5 service
will be part of the ex-
panding network, which
has already attracted
strong interest from both
domestic and interna-
tional tourists.
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Grand Durga Puja in Chittorgarh by Bengali Committee,
Fe

Manish
Malani

Journalist

FAIR REPORT

Chittorgarh-The Bengali
Committee of Chittorgarh
is celebrating Durga Puja
with great enthusiasm and
devotion. The worship ritu-
als began on Panchami,
and as the festival pro-
gresses, the excitement
among devotees continues
to grow. To make the cele-
bration special, artisans
and priests from Kolkata
have been invited, who
have recreated the vibran-
cy of Bengali traditions in
this cultural event.

Preparations for the
Idol Began Eight
Months Ago-

A team of 10-12 artisans
from Kolkata began work

Priests and Team
from Bengal-
Committee official
Manik Varman in-
formed that a six-mem-
ber team has come
from Hooghly district
of West Bengal. Pritam
Banerjee and Shubham
Banerjee are perform-
ing the rituals, while
Sanpa Banerijee is pre-
paring the sacred offer-
ings (bhog). Kanhaiya
is playing the tradition-
al drums, with Vimal
and Sadhan assisting
in cooking and other
arrangements.

on the idol of Goddess Dur-
ganearly eight months ago.
The magnificent idol de-
picts the goddess slaying
the demon Mahishasura.
She is shown holding a tri-
dent, with Mahishasura at
her feet, and a lion as her
divine vehicle. Alongside,
idols of Goddess Saraswa-
ti, Goddess Lakshmi, Lord
Ganesha, and Kartikeya
have also been installed on
the same stage, known in
Bengali tradition as the
“Chala.”

Dhunuchi Dance on Maha Ashtami-

The festival, which began on Panchami, includes daily
morning and evening rituals, aarti, and cultural programs.
On Maha Ashtami, worship started at 10 AM, followed by
floral offerings (pushpanjali) at 11:30 AM. In the evening,

Khela, where they apply vermilion to one another and also r
to the goddess. The idols will then be immersed in water,
marking the end of the festival, while inviting the goddess
to return next year. A dance competition will also be held

in the evening.

devotees participated in the traditional Dhunuchi Dance,
performed amidst the beats of drums and the sound of
conch shells, seeking the blessings of the goddess.

Sindoor Khela and Immersion on October 2-

On October 1, Navami Puja will be performed, which will
include rituals such as animal sacrifice (symbolic), Ku-
mari Puja, and a sacred fire ceremony (havan). On Dasha-
mi, October 2, devotees will bid farewell to Goddess Durga.
Married women will celebrate the traditional Sindoor

Custodial Death Sparks Massive Protests in Dungarpur;

BAP Leaders Dema

FAIR REPORT

Dungarpur | Protests in-
tensified in Dungarpur
after the custodial death
of 28-year-old Dilip Ahari,
who was detained by
Dovra police last week in
connection with a theft
case. On Monday, follow-
ing his health deteriora-
tion and subsequent death
in Udaipur hospital, fam-
ily members and villagers
staged a sit-in outside the
Collectorate, alleging po-
lice assault.

Family members ac-
cused Dovra police of
beating Dilip during in-
terrogation. “My son was
healthy when he was tak-
en into custody. He died
because the police beat
him mercilessly,” a griev-
ing family member said
during the protest. Aspur
MLA Umesh Damor of the

Bharat
(BAP) joined the dharna
on Monday. He demanded
immediate action against

Adivasi Party

the policemen. “The
guilty officers must be
suspended and punished.
Such brutality cannot be
tolerated,” he told report-
ers after reaching Dovra
police station.

On Tuesday morning,
BAP MP Rajkumar Rot
also joined the protest. He
demanded strict measures
and compensation for the

victim’s family. “The ac-
cused policemen should
be suspended without de-
lay. If any mishap hap-
pens with the youth, the
family must be given a
government job and Rs.1
crore compensation,” Rot
declared at the protest
site.

The situation turned
tense a day earlier when
rumors of Dilip’s death
spread. Angry villagers
blocked roads near Dovra
police station twice, forc-

d Action Against Police
S sl gt

ing police to intervene
and clear the jam.

Meanwhile, during the
unrest, Sarada DSP Chan-
dmal Singaria, who was
on duty, faced an attack on
his official vehicle. As he
was driving towards the
police station, a group of
youths stopped his car.
Witnesses said some of
them shouted slogans and
hurled stones, shattering
the windshield. One youth
allegedly tried to open the
driver’s side door and,
failing that, broke the side
glass. Protesters also
punched the vehicle. For-
tunately, the DSP escaped
without injuries. Authori-
ties said the matter is un-
der investigation, and fur-
ther action will be taken
after examining the role
of police personnel and
protesters in the violent
episodes.

Blend of Culture and Faith-

The entire celebration beautifully showcases the culture
and traditions of Bengal. Devotees believe that Goddess
Durga in her form of “Mahishasur Mardini” symbolizes
the triumph of good over evil. This is why Durga Puja in
Chittorgarh has become not just a religious festival, but
also a cultural and social celebration with special signifi-

cance.

Delhi HC grants
injunction in favour of
Nagarjuna in
personality rights case

New Delhi: The Delhi High
Court has granted an ad-in-
terim injunction in favour of
veteran actor Nagarjuna Ak-
kineni, who is a tall figure in
Telugu cinema, restraining
multiple entities from misus-
inghisname, image, likeness,
and other attributes of his
personality for commercial
purposes. A bench of Justice
Tejas Karia passed the order
in a suit filed by Nagarjuna
seeking protection of his per-
sonality and publicity rights
against unauthorised use on
websites, e-commerce plat-
forms, and social media, in-
cluding content generated
through artificial intelligence
(AI).The actor’s lawyers em-
phasised that Nagarjuna, a
celebrated figure in the South
Indian film industry with
over four decades of contri-
butions and 95 featurefilmsto
his credit, has built consider-
able goodwill and reputation.
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Jaipur, Chief Minister
Bhajan Lal Sharma on
Sunday inaugurated and
laid the foundation stone
for 99 development projects
worth 918 crore across
Jaipur, marking one of the
city’s largest infrastruc-
ture pushes in recent years.

The projects span a wide
range of sectors, including
roads, power, health, edu-
cation, and public health
engineering, with the gov-
ernment stressing that
they will significantly im-
prove civic amenities and
ease urban challenges.

A key highlight is the
construction of an elevated
road in Jaipur, aimed at re-
ducing traffic congestion
in high-density areas. Sim-

Auction of Vehicles Seized in Drug Trafficking
Generates Rs 25 Lakh Revenue for Government

FAIR REPORT

Chittorgarh, September
30: Vehicles seized in drug
trafficking cases from vari-
ous police stations across
the district were disposed
of through an auction. On
Tuesday, the District-level
Drug Disposal Committee
conducted an auction of 20
vehicles at the Wonder
Town Hall in Nimbahera.
These vehicles had been
seized by the police in dif-
ferent cases involving drug
traffickers. The auction
generated approximately
Rs 25 lakh in revenue for
the government. The auc-
tion process was carried
out in accordance with the
Government of India Ga-
zette Notification and the
directives of the Rajasthan
Police Headquarters. The
vehicles were sold through
an open bidding process

under the supervision of a
five-member committee
chaired by District Super-
intendent of Police (SP)
Manish Tripathi. The auc-
tion included three two-
wheelers, fifteen four-
wheelers, and two heavy
vehicles.

SP Tripathi stated that
Chittorgarh is a major opi-
um-producing district and
is located along the state
border, making it a conven-
ient route for drug traffick-
ing. Over the years, a large
number of vehicles in-
volved in drug smuggling
have been seized by district
police stations. Due to stor-
age limitations in police
warehouses, these vehicles
were occupying significant
space, making it difficult to
accommodate newly seized
vehicles. Hence, their dis-
posal through auction was
necessary.

The SP further ex-
plained that only vehicles
for which court orders had
been issued or physical

verification
were included in the auc-
tion. Proposals for these
vehicles were obtained

completed

stations and then auc-
tioned in the presence of
the committee.

The auction committee
included ASP Sarita Singh,
Crime Assistant Jodharam
Gurjar, Deputy Treasury
Officer Kailash Bharadia,
Junior Accounts Officer,
and representatives from
the Transport Department.
ASI Manoj Kumar, Junior
Accounts Officer Shailesh
Boriwal, and other staff

from the accounts branch
assisted in the process.
Participants in the auc-
tion included bidders not
only from Chittorgarh but
also from Udaipur,
Bhilwara, Jodhpur, Kota,
and even Madhya Pradesh.
Each vehicle was sold to
the highest bidder, who
was then directed for fur-
ther formalities. After the
auction, SP Tripathi stated
that the number of vehi-
cles seized in drug traffick-
ing cases in the district is
steadily increasing. Con-
sidering the storage limita-
tions at police warehouses,
the auction process will
continue in the future. He
also emphasized that strict
action against drug traf-
fickers will continue, and
properties seized from traf-
fickers will be converted
into government revenue
wherever possible.

ilarly, Sanganer and Man-
sarovar will see major in-
frastructure upgrades, in-
cluding new roads, drain-
age systems, and improved
connectivity to residential
and commercial zones. The
Sanganer Stadium is also
set for an extensive facelift,
with plans to expand facili-
ties for athletes and boost
sports culture in the city.
Speaking at the event,
CM Sharma said the pro-
jects reflect the state gov-
ernment’s commitment to
balanced urban develop-
ment. “These initiatives
will not only improve liv-
ing standards in Jaipur but
also create opportunities
for youth, enhance health-
care delivery, and strength-
en our educational infra-
structure,” he said. Offi-

cials from the Jaipur De-
velopment Authority (JDA)
and other departments
noted that the projects will
be rolled out in phases,
with priority given to criti-
cal infrastructure such as
road expansion, water sup-
ply, and health centers.

The announcement has
drawn attention from civic
groups and residents,
many of whom welcomed
the move but also urged
strict timelines and quality
monitoring to ensure effec-
tive execution.

With local body polls
around the corner, the mas-
sive investment is also be-
ing seen as a political sig-
nal, as the state govern-
ment looks to showcase
development as its central
agenda.

Ashok Gehlot condemns RSS
event at Rajasthan University,
questions police role

FAIR REPORT

Jaipur: Former Chief
Minister Ashok Gehlot on
Tuesday strongly con-
demned the organisation
of a Shastra Poojan pro-
gramme by the RSS at Ra-
jasthan University, call-
ing it “objectionable in
itself.” He questioned the
appropriateness of using
an educational institu-
tion for such political ac-
tivities and criticised the
police for their handling
of student protests.
“When NSUI workers pro-
tested against this, the
police resorted to the use
of force. Furthermore,
RSS workers took the law
into their own hands and
assaulted NSUI workers.
This shows that the rule
of law in Rajasthan is
gradually coming to an
end, and the RSS has be-
come an extra-constitu-
tional authority,” Gehlot
said.He added that the

incident, which occurred
in the presence of the po-
lice, reflected the force’s
failure to act impartially.
“This implies that the po-
lice are under pressure
from the RSS. If the po-
lice continue to operate
under such pressure, how
will they maintain law
and order?” Congress
leader Sachin Pilot also
criticised the police ac-
tion, terming it “highly
condemnable” and wish-
ing the injured NSUI
workers a speedy recov-
ery. He emphasised that
educational institutions
should never be turned
into centres of politics.
Similarly, Leader of Op-
position MLA Tika Ram
Jully denounced the al-
leged lathi charge, vehi-
cle vandalism, and ar-
rests of NSUI leaders,
urging the Chief Minis-
ter to ensure their imme-
diate release.
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