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UK Prime Minister Keir Starmer Arrives in
India with Largest-Ever Trade Delegation

FAIR REPORT

New Delhi : Prime Minis-
ter Keir Starmer of the
United Kingdom arrived in
India today on his historic
maiden visit, accompanied
by the largest-ever UK trade
delegation to the country.
The visit is widely seen as a
significant step towards
deepening economic, strate-
gic, and cultural ties be-
tween the two democracies.
This landmark trip marks a
new chapter in India-UK re-
lations, with both countries
aiming to strengthen their
partnership amid shifting
global economic dynamics.
The delegation comprises
leading business leaders,
entrepreneurs, and govern-
ment officials from sectors
including technology,
healthcare, finance, and
clean energy, reflecting the

broad scope of collabora-
tion envisaged. The visit
comes at a time when both
nations are keen to expand
bilateral trade, investment,
and cooperation in innova-
tion. India is currently the
UK’s fastest-growing export
market, and the two govern-
ments are expected to ex-
plore avenues to boost trade
volumes significantly over
the next decade.

Prime Minister Starmer
expressed enthusiasm
about the visit, highlighting
the shared values of democ-
racy, rule of law, and eco-
nomic openness. “India and
the UK share a vision of a
stronger, mutually prosper-
ous future,” he said. “This
delegation underscores our
commitment to unlocking
new opportunities for our
businesses and peoples.” On

Afghan Taliban Foreign
Minister Makes First Official
Visit to Indla Since 2021
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New Delhi: Amir Khan
Muttaqi, the Foreign Min-
ister of Afghanistan’s
Taliban-led government,
is visiting India for the
first time since the Tali-
ban took control of Kabul
in August 2021. The visit,
described as a cautious
diplomatic engagement,
marks a subtle thaw in
India-Afghanistan ties
amid complex regional dy-
namics. During his visit,
Muttaqi is scheduled to
hold talks with Indian of-
ficials focusing on ex-
panding trade relations,
particularly the export of
Afghan dry fruits—a key
sector for Afghanistan’s
economy. Discussions are
also expected to cover
health cooperation initia-
tives and the potential ac-

cess to Indian ports,
which could provide Af-
ghanistan with vital trade
routes bypassing Paki-
stan.

While India has not for-
mally recognized the Tali-
ban government, the visit
underscores New Delhi’s
pragmatic approach to-
wards engagement with
Afghanistan’s new rulers.
India continues to support
the Afghan people and has
maintained development
projects in the war-torn
country, especially in are-
as such as education, in-
frastructure, and health-
care. Indian officials have
reiterated that their en-
gagement remains condi-
tional on the Taliban’s
commitment to maintain-
ing peace, preventing ter-
rorism, and ensuring hu-
man rights, especially

those of women and mi-
norities. The visit also
takes place against the
backdrop of evolving geo-
political interests in South
Asia, with India balancing
its concerns over regional
security and counterter-
rorism with the need to
maintain influence in Af-
ghanistan to counterbal-
ance Pakistan and China.
For the Taliban, the visit
represents an opportunity
to break out of interna-
tional isolation and seek
economic support amid a
crippling humanitarian
crisis. Experts say the vis-
it could pave the way for
incremental diplomatic
openings, although full
normalization remains
unlikely until the Taliban
demonstrate tangible pro-
gress on governance and
human rights.
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the agenda is a high-level
meeting scheduled for to-
morrow between Prime
Minister Starmer and In-
dia’s Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi. Discussions are
expected to focus on en-
hancingtrade partnerships,
promoting technology ex-
change, climate action, and
exploring cooperation in
areas such as education and
defense.

The visit also includes
engagements with Indian
industry leaders and cul-
tural events aimed at
strengthening people-to-
people ties. With this visit,
both nations signal their
intent to elevate their long-
standing relationship into a
dynamic strategic partner-
ship suited to the challenges
and opportunities of the
21st century.

PM Modi Inaugurates NaviMumbai International

FAIR REPORT

Navi Mumbai : Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
on Tuesday officially in-
augurated the Navi Mum-
baiInternational Airport
(NMIA), marking a sig-
nificant milestone in In-
dia’s aviation and infra-
structure development.
The airport, developed by
the Adani Group, has
been constructed at an
estimated cost of $2.2 bil-
lion (approx. 18,300
crore) and is expected to
significantly reduce pas-
senger load on the over-
burdened Chhatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj Interna-
tional Airport (CSMIA).
In his address at the inau-
gural ceremony, PM Modi
called the project a “sym-
bol of new India’s speed,
scale, and ambition”,
adding that NMIA will
serve as a key gateway for

both domestic and inter-
national travelers in the
western region. He high-
lighted the government’s
ongoing focus on infra-
structure-led growth, cit-
ing the airport as a criti-
cal link in India’s $5 tril-
lion economy vision. Lo-
cated in Raigad district,
around 35 Kkilometers
NMIA is
designed to handle up to

from Mumbai,

Jaisalmer Poised to Become
India’s Cement Capital

Jaisalmer: In a signifi-
cant boost to Rajasthan’s
industrial footprint, Jais-
almer is on track to be-
come the largest cement-
producing district in In-
dia, potentially overtak-
ing Andhra Pradesh, the
current leader. The de-
velopment comes as six
new cement manufactur-
ing plants are being es-
tablished across the re-
gion, bringing in a com-
bined investment of over
17,000 crore. Officials
from the state’s indus-
tries department con-

firmed that the new
plants are in various
stages of construction
and environmental clear-
ance. These units are ex-
pected to become opera-
tional over the next3to 5
years, creating thou-
sands of direct and indi-
rect jobs and significant-
ly enhancing theregion’s
economic landscape. The
primary driver behind
this industrial surge is
Jaisalmer’s rich lime-
stone reserves, which are
among the most exten-
sive in India.

90 million passengers an-
nually once fully opera-
tional. The first phase,
now open, is set to man-
age up to 20 million pas-
sengers per year, with
plans for phased expan-
sions over the next dec-
ade. The airport features
cutting-edge terminals,
multi-modal transport
integration, cargo facili-
ties, and sustainable

green architecture aimed
at reducing the carbon
footprint. It is expected
to become a logistics hub
for western India, sup-
porting trade, tourism,
and regional develop-
ment.

The Adani Group,
which also manages oth-
er major airports like
Ahmedabad and Luc-
know, called the project a

Airport Alms toEase Aviation Load on Mumbai

“testament to private-
public partnership po-
tential” in India’s rapidly
growing infrastructure
space. However, the inau-
guration was not without
controversy. Critics and
opposition leadersraised
concerns over the con-
centration of key infra-
structure assets under
corporate entities like
Adani, questioning the
transparency and fair-
ness in the project’s
awarding process. De-
spite these concerns,
aviation experts have
welcomed the develop-
ment, citing Mumbai’s
chronic air traffic con-
gestion and the pressing
need for additional ca-
pacity. Commercial op-
erations at NMIA are ex-
pected to begin in early
2026, following final regu-
latory clearances and air-
line onboarding.

IMF Chief: Global Economy ‘Better
Than Feared,” But Headwinds Persist

FAIR REPORT

International Monetary Fund
(IMF) Managing Director
Kristalina Georgievastated on
Tuesday that the global econo-
my in 2025 is performing bet-
ter than initially feared, even
amid persistent economic
shocks and geopolitical uncer-
tainties. Speakingahead of the
IMF-World Bank Annual
Meetings, Georgieva struck a
cautiously optimistic tone
while unveiling updated glob-
algrowth forecasts. According

to the IMF’s revised projec-
tions, the global economy is
expected to grow by 3.0% in
2025, with growth accelerating
slightly to 3.1% in 2026. These
figures are marginally higher
than earlier estimates, reflect-
ing resilience in consumer
demand, easing inflation in
advanced economies, and a
modest rebound in global
trade. “While we are not out of
the woods, the worst-case sce-
narios have been averted,”
Georgieva said. She credited
coordinated monetary and fis-

cal responses in key econo-
mies for preventing a sharper
slowdown. However, she
warned that the post-pandem-
ic recovery remains fragile,
with growth levels still below
pre-COVID trends. Key risks
flagged by the IMF include ris-
ing global debt, particularly in
developing economies, volatile
capital flows, lingering infla-
tion in food and energy sec-
tors, and increasing geopoliti-
cal fragmentation — especial-
ly in the wake of ongoing
conflicts and trade disputes.

Two Years Since October 7: The Challenge of Peace and Terror in the Middle East

Hemraj Tikam
chand Tiwari

By Special Feature Desk

arked a grim
chapter in the
Israeli-Pales-

tinian conflict. The un-
precedented attack by
Hamas militants on Is-
raeli territory, resulting
in significant civilian
casualties and hostage-
taking, sent shockwaves
across the world. As we
observe the second anni-
versary, the event contin-

ues to cast a long shadow
over the prospects for
peace and stability in the

region.
The ongoing ceasefire
negotiations, currently

taking place in Cairo un-
der the aegis of Egypt
and Qatar, reflect the
complexities of seeking
reconciliation amid deep-
seated mistrust. The
talks focus on a delicate

balance — staged Israeli

withdrawals, humanitar-
ian relief in Gaza, and
efforts to curtail militant
activities — all under-
scored by the urgent need
to alleviate civilian suf-
fering. It is crucial to rec-
ognize that the violence
of October 7 was not an
isolated incident but the
product of longstanding
grievances, ideological

convictions, and strate-
gic calculations by mili-
tant groups. While Israel
asserts its right to defend
its citizens, the humani-
tarian cost in Gaza re-
mains a grave concern.
The international com-
munity faces a difficult
task: to support efforts
that can break the cycle
of violence without ig-
noring the security im-

peratives of all parties
involved. This necessi-
tates a nuanced under-
standing that terrorism
and armed resistance,
while distinct in nature
and intent, contribute to
an intractable impasse
unless addressed through
sustained dialogue and
accountability.

The broader question
remains: can peace be

achieved without ad-
dressing the ideological
underpinnings that fuel
extremism? And how can
the international order
reconcile respect for sov-
ereignty with the imper-
ative to protect human
rights and prevent ter-
rorism? As the world
watches the ceasefire
talks unfold, there is an
urgent need for concert-

ed diplomatic engage-
ment — one that moves
beyond rhetoric to foster
lasting solutions,
grounded in justice, se-
curity, and human digni-
ty. The anniversary of
October 7 is a sober re-
minder that the path to
peace in the Middle East
is fraught with challeng-
es that require patience,
clarity, and resolve.
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|G Srivastava Says - Protecting
Children is Everyone’s Responsibility

FAIR REPORT

Udaipur- To spread
awareness about child
safety and their rights, a
special poster based on the
POCSO Act (Protection of
Children from Sexual Of-
fences Act) was unveiled
on Tuesday at the Udaipur
Police Range. On this oc-
casion, Inspector General
of Police (IG) Gaurav Sriv-
astava said, “A strong soci-
ety is built on the founda-
tion of a safe childhood.
Protecting every child is
our moral responsibility.”

He further stated that
the POCSO Act, 2012 pro-

vides legal protection to
children against sexual of-
fences and ensures that
every child grows up in a

Government Fails to Provide
Relief: Sachin Pilot
Questions Accountability

o NN .
Warm Welcome in
Semalpura; Says —
People Now Hope
for Change

FAIR REPORT

Chittorgarh: All India
Congress Committee Gen-
eral Secretary and former
Deputy Chief Minister
Sachin Pilot visited Semal-
pura in Chittorgarh on
Wednesday. While on his
way from Mandalgarh to
Udaipur, a large number of
Congress leaders and work-
ers gathered to welcome
him. Speaking to the me-
dia, Pilot made sharp re-
marks on the state govern-
ment’s policies, prepared-
ness, and handling of re-
cent incidents.
Government Failing to
Provide Relief; Public Los-
ing Faith Pilot said that
tragic incidents continue
to occur across the state —
from school roof collapses
to road accidents and child
deaths due to medicine re-
actions. He stated, “Disas-
ters keep striking, yet the

and Management

government seems unable
to provide timely relief.”

He alleged that the gov-
ernment lacks both proper
management and public ac-
countability. “People have
now seen the government’s
reality. Promises have col-
lapsed, and trust is fading
fast,” Pilot said. Rural De-
velopment Stalled, Corrup-
tion on the Rise Pilot
claimed that development
in rural areas has come to
a halt and corruption is at
its peak. “The government
has forgotten its promises
of jobs and a corruption-
free system. Only an-
nouncements and adver-
tisements are visible — no
real work on the ground,”
he added. Questions Raised
Over Health Services and
Accountability Highlight-
ing negligence in the
healthcare system, Pilot
said that frequent hospital
accidents show the lack of
responsibility. “People go
to hospitals expecting care
but lose their lives due to
negligence.

safe and respectful envi-
ronment. He emphasized
that proper awareness and
timely reporting can help

prevent  many such
crimes. During the pro-
gram, UNICEF Child Pro-
tection Advisor Mrs. Sind-

Awareness Poster on POCSO Act Released in Udaipur

hu Binujeet said the post-
er carries a clear message
— “Every child has the
right to a safe and digni-
fied childhood.” She added
that child sexual abuse is
a serious crime that
should not be hidden but
prevented.

Mrs. Binujeet urged
people to immediately re-
port any incident of vio-
lence, harassment, or
abuse against children to
the police helpline 112 or
Childline 1098. She also
stressed that maintaining
the confidentiality of the
victim’s identity is both a
legal and moral duty. The

event was attended by
Udaipur SP Yogesh Goyal,
Rajsamand SP Dr. Mamta
Gupta, Chittorgarh SP
Manish Tripathi, Ban-
swara SP Sudhir Joshi,
Dungarpur SP Manish Ku-
mar, Salumber SP Rajesh
Yadav, Pratapgarh SP B.
Aditya, nodal officer ASP
Harsh Ratnu, and several
other police officials. Con-
cluding the event, IG Sriv-
astava said that schools,
families, and society must
all work together to ensure
child safety — only then
can the vision of a “Safe
Childhood, Bright Future”
be truly achieved.

Gehlot Says - No Questions Asked to Accused in Suraj Mali Case

DEMANDS JUDICIAL INQUIRY
INTO JAIPUR FIRE TRAGEDY

Former Chief Minister
Passed Through
Chittorgarh on His
Way to Bihar, Says—
Even MLAs and MPs
Are Not Being Heard;
Congress Will Form
Government in Bihar

FAIR REPORT

Chittorgarh: Former Ra-
jasthan Chief Minister
Ashok Gehlot left for Bihar
on Wednesday as the senior
Congress observer for the
upcoming Bihar Assembly
elections. On his way to Bi-
har via Udaipur Airport,
he passed through Chittor-
garh, where Congress
workers and office bearers
warmly welcomed him
near Devari. During the
brief halt, Gehlot interact-
ed with the media and
shared his views on several
state and national issues.
No Interrogation of the

r

Accused in Suraj Mali Case

Gehlot first referred to
the Suraj Mali case from
Kapasan, saying he recent-
lymet Surajin Ahmedabad,
where the assault incident
took place. He mentioned
that Suraj’s condition has
improved and many people
are helping him.

Gehlot questioned, “The
main accused was sent to
jail in just one day. The po-
lice didn’t even ask him

why he did it or at whose
behest.” He added that the
administration had prom-
ised 251lakh in assistance
to Suraj Mali, of which 20
lakh has already been giv-
en, and the government
also bore his medical ex-
penses. Speaking on the
Jaipur fire tragedy, Gehlot
criticized the state govern-
ment, saying several peo-
ple lost their lives, yet the
authorities failed to pro-

vide timely help to the vic-
tims’ families. “I have nev-
er seen such mismanage-
ment in my life,” he re-
marked. He demanded a
judicial inquiry, stating,
“The government merely
formed a four or five-mem-
ber committee to cover up
the issue, but only a judi-
cial commission can bring
out the truth.” The former
Chief Minister also target-
ed the state government,
saying, “The government
has lost all authority. Even
MLAs and MPs are not be-
ing heard—so how can the
common people expect re-
lief?”

He also expressed con-
cern over recent incidents
of collapsing school roofs,
saying the government
must take such issues seri-
ously and form a perma-
nent judicial commission
to ensure accountability.

Violence Erupts in Jambua Khuna Village

FAIR REPORT

Udaipur: Over the death of
a woman, violence erupted
in Jambua Khuna village
under Bekariya police sta-
tion on Tuesday morning,
when nearly 3040 armed
men from her parental side
launched a deadly attack de-
manding maotana (compen-

sation for death). The assail-
ants stormed the village,
looted property, vandalized
houses, set several homes on
fire, and opened fire with

country-made guns, trigger-
ing panic among the resi-
dents. Two villagers, Dinesh
son of Homa and Soma Gar-
asiya, narrowly escaped the
gunfire, while terrified resi-
dents abandoned their
homes and took shelter in
nearby forests. Four thatched
houses were reduced to ash-
es,and household belongings

were extensively damaged.
The incident is linked to the
death of BhuriBai Garasiya,
wife of Soma Garasiya, who
had gone to collect fodder on
September 5. When she did
not return, her family found
her unconscious in the jun-
gle and rushed her to Beka-
riya CHC, where doctors de-
clared her dead.

Mukesh Bhadala Leads Congressintothe

FAIR REPORT

New Delhi: From the hum-
ble lanes of Alipura village
in Tonk district to the dy-
namic stage of state poli-
tics, Mukesh Bhadala’s rise
is more than a personal suc-
cess story — it’s the begin-
ning of a new chapter in
how politics can merge tech-
nology, service, and sustain-
ability. His recent appoint-
ment as State General Sec-
retary, Environment Cell,
Indian National Congress
(Rajasthan) stands as a rec-
ognition of his futuristic
vision — to transform Con-
gress into a digitally em-
powered, tech-driven, and
people-first organization.

From the Grassroots
to the Digital Frontier :
Mukesh Bhadala joined
the Congress party in 2015
with a simple yet powerful
belief — that politics must
evolve with technology to
stay connected to the people.
Starting as alocal volunteer
in Jaipur’s urban units, he
quickly became known for
his innovation, discipline,
and digital strategy. His
ability to combine on-
ground mobilization with
Al-powered data insights
during Lok Sabha and Vid-
han Sabha campaigns made
him stand out as a new-age
political organizer.
Senior party leaders soon
realized that Mukesh was

not just another worker —
he was a visionary bridging
the gap between the party
and the digital age. His ap-
pointment to the Environ-
ment Cell’s top state posi-
tion is both an acknowledg-
ment of his contribution
and a signal of the Congress

high command’s intent to
embrace the future of tech-

led politics.
Empowering  Villages
with the Language of Tech-

nology Mukesh believes
that “the next revolution in
democracy will come from
digital empowerment.” His
work on the ground reflects
that philosophy:

Digital Literacy Drives
Train villagers, youth, and
women to use computers,
smartphones, and online
government services confi-
dently. AI Awareness Pro-
grams: Simplified Artificial
Intelligence concepts for
rural students and entrepre-
neurs, helping them explore
new opportunities.

Bridging the Digital Di-
vide: Promoted affordable
digital devices and open-
source software to empower
small communities.

Skill Development Mis-
sions: Introduced Al tools
and coding programs for
rural schools and startups.

Led eco-friendly drives
— from plantation cam-
paigns to waste manage-
ment projects — blending
technology with environ-
mental awareness.

Used data-driven plan-
ning and social media coor-
dination to support relief
and volunteer efforts dur-
ing emergencies.

For Mukesh, technology
isnot a privilege; it’saright

— a tool that can empower
even the most marginalized
citizen if used with vision
and compassion. Digital Vi-
sion for a Sustainable To-
morrow As State General
Secretary (Environment
Cell), Mukesh Bhadala envi-
sions a Congress that har-
nesses the power of Al, data
analytics, and geospatial
mapping to address real is-
sues — from deforestation
and pollution to urban
waste and water scarcity.

His roadmap includes:

AI-Driven Environmen-
tal Mapping to monitor
green zones and track pol-
lution sources. Digital
Dashboards for transpar-

Jaipur, Thursday, 09 october 2025
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Udaipur Municipal Corporation
to Host Grand Diwali Fair 2025

from October 9 to 15

FAIR REPORT

Udaipur: The Municipal
Corporation of Udaipur
will organize the Diwali
Fair 2025 from October 9 to
October 15 at the Corpora-
tion Ground. The week-
long event will feature cul-
tural programs, exhibi-
tions, and entertainment
activities for all age groups.

Municipal Commission-
er Abhishek Khanna an-
nounced that the fair will
be inaugurated on October
9 at 7:15 pm in the presence
of public representatives,
administrative officials,
and dignitaries. He said,
“We want this Diwali Fair
to showcase Udaipur’s cul-
tural diversity. This time,
special care has been taken
to ensure that people of all
age groups can enjoy the
cultural programs.”

The schedule includes
cultural performances by
school and college students
on October 11 and 12, a con-
cert by Bollywood singer

————

Swaroop Khan on October
13, and a performance by
renowned singer Hemlata
Sharma on October 14. The
grand finale on October 15
will feature Laxman Singh
Rathore and other artists.

Commissioner Khanna
also emphasized safety and
facilities at the venue.
“Special police forces,
women security guards,
CCTV cameras, fire safety,
and medical services have
been arranged at the Cor-
poration Ground. Our goal
is to provide every citizen
with a safe and enjoyable
environment at the fair,”
he said.

The Golden Quill of Rajasthan
When Journalism Was a
Calling, Not a Career

FAIR REPORT

JAIPUR: In the desert land
of Rajasthan, where words
once carried the weight of
truth and courage, journal-
ism was not just a profes-
sion — it was a public mis-
sion. From the dusty press-
rooms of the 1970s to the
digital chaos of today, Ra-
jasthan’s journalists have
chronicled not only the
pulse of politics but the
conscience of society. And
among the names etched in
this legacy, Narayan Ba-
reth stands tall — a figure
whose pen became both
mirror and torchlight for
generations that followed.

The Age of Integrity
There was a time when
journalism in Rajasthan
meant walking miles to
reach a drought-hit village,
filing stories under lan-
terns, and confronting
power without fear. Report-
ers like Narayan Bareth,
Laxman Singh Kothari,
Om Saini, S. P. Singh, Hari
Mohan Tiwari, and Madan
Mohan Sharma were not
merely reporters; they
were public educators.
Their bylines carried cred-
ibility earned through
sweat, fieldwork, and mor-
al discipline. Bareth, in

Digital

ency in plantation and
cleanliness drives. Smart
Village Models where re-
newable energy, e-govern-
ance, and environmental
responsibility go hand in
hand. Mukesh dreams of
a Congress that doesn’t
just talk about change —
but codes, connects, and
creates it.

Congress 2.0 — A
Tech-Powered People’s
Movement Speaking
about his long-term vi-
sion, Mukesh Bhadala
says: “Technology must
serve the people — not
the other way around.
My mission is to trans-
form Congress into In-
dia’s most tech-savvy,

particular, embodied the
spirit of the old guard —
rigorous in verification,
fearless in expression, and
deeply rooted in the ethics
of journalism. His stories
did not seek popularity;
they sought accountability.
He represented an era
when a journalist’s loyalty
was not to the newsroom or
the advertiser, but to the
reader — and to the truth.

The People’s Chronicle
Rajasthan’s press, from Ra-
jasthan Patrika and Dainik
NavjyotitoJansattaand Sand-
hya Jyoti, once functioned as
the unofficial fourth arm of
governance. Investigations
intorural distress, caste atroc-
ities, desert ecology, and bu-
reaucratic corruption defined
its moral fabric. Journalism
was local in spirit but national
in consequence. It informed
Delhi what was happening in
Dungarpur, and it made the
government answerable tothe
farmer in Nagaur. The press-
rooms of that time were
schools of thought — where
editors mentored young re-
porters not just in language
but in values. The likes of Ba-
reth, with his balanced prose
and humane lens, shaped an
entire generation that viewed
journalism as a sacred trust.

Future

environmentally respon-
sible, and youth-driven
political organization.
Digital India must have
a Digital Congress —
connected, responsive,
and futuristic.” His lead-
ership represents the fu-
sion of tradition and
transformation — a re-
minder that the strength
of Congress lies not only
in its history but also in
its ability to adapt to the
digital age. From Alipu-
ra to Al, from grassroots
to green technology,
Mukesh Bhadala embod-
ies the spirit of a new
Congress — one that lis-
tens, learns, and leads
with innovation.
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