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Bihar polls: NDA announces seat sharing

BJP and JD(U) get 101 each

FAIR REPORT

New Delhi: The ruling
NDA in Bihar on Sunday
finalised its seat-sharing
arrangement for the up-
coming polls to the
243-member assembly, in
which Chief Minister Nit-
ish Kumar’s JD(U) and the
BJP will contest 101 con-
stituencies each, leaving
the rest for smaller allies.
The announcement to
the effect came on X han-
dles of JD(U) working
president Sanjay Kumar
Jha, Deputy Chief Minis-
ter and BJP leader Samrat
Choudhary and Union
minister Chirag Paswan
whose Lok Janshakti Par-
ty (Ram Vilas) has settled
with a deal of 29 seats.
The Hindustani Awam
Morcha of Jitan Ram
Manjhi, who had been in-
sisting on “at least 15
seats”, has been given
only six constituencies,
while the remaining six

assembly segments went
to Rajya Sabha MP Upen-
dra Kushwaha’s Rashtriya
Lok Morcha.

Jha, Choudhary and
Paswan, all of whom have
been camping in the na-
tional capital for the past
few days, were unanimous
in the averment that the
deal was clinched in an

PM Modi Inaugurates 346.82-Crore
UHT Milk Packaging Plant in Bhilwara

FAIR REPORT

Bhilwara: In a significant
boost to Rajasthan’s dairy in-
frastructure, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Saturday
inaugurated a state-of-the-art
Ultra-High Temperature
(UHT) milk packaging plant at
the Bhilwara cooperative
dairy. Built at a cost of 46.82
crore, the plant marks a major
milestone in enhancing the
state’s capacity for long-shelf-
lifemilk and value-added dairy
products. Thefacility,equipped
with modern aseptic process-
ing technology, will enable the

cooperative to package milk
and flavored dairy beverages
that can remain fresh for sev-
eralmonths without refrigera-
tion. Officials said the project
isexpected to strengthen rural
income, create new employ-
ment avenues, and expand
market access for local dairy
farmers. Speaking at the inau-
guration, Prime Minister
Modi said the new plant re-
flects the government’s vision
of empowering rural produc-
ers through technology and
cooperative strength. “The fu-
ture of India’s villages lies in
value addition.

“amicable atmosphere”.
Manjhi, who is ru-
moured to be unhappy
with the formula, wrote
on his X handle that he
was returning to Patna,
but asserted, “I will stay
with Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi till my last
breath”. Barring
Kushwaha’s party, which

came into being only a
couple of years ago, all
other constituents of the
NDA have agreed to con-
test fewer seats than the
number of constituen-
cies they fought respec-
tively in the 2020 polls. In
the last elections, the
JD(U) had thelion’s share
of 115 seats, followed by

the BJP at 110 and Man-
jhi’'s HAM at seven. Pas-
wan, who was then head-
ing the Lok Janshakti
Party, had fought sepa-
rately and fielded candi-
dates in 135 seats. Anoth-
er NDA partner of 2020,
Vikasshheel Insaan Party
of former state minister
Mukesh Sahani, which is
now with the INDIA bloc,
had contested four seats.

The JD(U) is under-
stood to have not insisted
on a lion’s share this time
in view of the party’s poor
performance in 2020, when
it won only 43 seats, far
less than the BJP’s 74,
though the debacle was
blamed, primarily, on Pas-
wan’s revolt. Paswan’s re-
volt was then suspected to
have been at the behest of
the BJP and had also re-
sulted in JD(U) supremo
Nitish Kumar’s exit from
NDA, albeit for a brief pe-
riod of 17 months.

US Ambassador Meets PM
Modi Amid Trade Tensions

FAIR REPORT

New Delhi : In a high-level
diplomatic engagement,
US Ambassador to India
Sergio Gor met Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi on
Friday to discuss bilateral
relations, focusing on
trade, defense cooperation,
and strategic collaboration
in critical minerals. The
meeting comes amid rising
tensions over tariffs im-
posed by the United States
on several Indian exports.

According to official
sources, the discussion
centered on mitigating
trade friction while rein-
forcing mutual interests in
technology transfer, sup-
ply chain security, and in-
vestment flows. Both lead-
ers emphasized the long-
standing partnership be-
tween the two nations and
explored pathways to bal-
ance trade and strategic
priorities. The meeting
gains significance in the
context of the recent impo-

sition of additional tariffs
by the US on Indian steel,
textiles, and select agricul-
tural commodities, which
has sparked concern
among Indian exporters.
Analysts noted that dia-
logue at thislevel indicates
Washington’s willingness
to engage directly with
New Delhi to address
grievances and ensure
continuity in bilateral eco-
nomic cooperation. De-
fense and critical minerals
were also on the agenda,
reflecting a shared recog-
nition of India’s growing
role in global supply
chains and the strategic
importance of minerals

Rajasthan Notifies New Land Law,
Strengthens RIICO’s Powers

FAIR REPORT

Jaipur: The Rajasthan gov-
ernment has notified key
amendments to the Rajasthan
Land Revenue Act, significant-
ly expanding the powers of the
Rajasthan State Industrial De-
velopment and Investment
Corporation (RIICO) within
designated industrial zones.
The move aims to streamline
industrialland allocation, vali-
date past land transactions,
and remove procedural hur-
dles that have slowed invest-

ment projects in the state. The
amendment legalizes earlier
land transfers carried out by
RIICO that were pending due
totechnical irregularities, pro-
viding long-awaited relief to
several industries and entre-
preneurs. Officials said the
updated provisions empower
RIICO to exercise greater ad-
ministrative control over in-
dustrial estates—rangingfrom
land conversion and allotment
approvals to maintenance and
dispute resolution. The goal,

they said, is to make the corpo-
ration a “single-window au-
thority” for industrial land
management in Rajasthan.
Industry observers believe the
reform will enhance investor
confidence and accelerate the
pace of industrial develop-
ment, particularly in regions
such as Alwar, Neemrana,
Jaipur; and Bhilwara, where
land litigation has delayed pro-
jects. State Industries Minister
Rajyavardhan Singh Rathore
said the amendment reflects

Chief Minister Bhajan Lal
Sharma’s commitment to cre-
ating a transparent and busi-
nessfriendly environment.
“Our priority is to remove le-
gal bottlenecks and empower
institutions that drive employ-
ment and growth,” he stated.
With the new legal backing,
RIICO is expected to play a
more decisive role in shaping
Rajasthan’s industrial land-
scape—transforming it into a
stronger magnet for domestic
and global investors.

Eight Rajasthan Districts Chosen for Scheme

FAIR REPORT

Jaipur: In a major policy
push to strengthen dryland
agriculture and boost rural
income, the Central Gov-
ernment has brought eight
districts of Rajasthan un-
der the ambit of the Prad-
han Mantri Dhan-Dhanya
Krishi Yojana and the Puls-
es Self-Reliance Mission.
Districts Barmer, Jaisalm-
er, Nagaur, Jodhpur, Bikan-
er, Pali, Jalore, and Chu-
ru—which form the core of
the state’s arid and semi-
arid zones—will receive
targeted support for im-
proving irrigation, crop

diversification, and post-
harvest infrastructure. Of-
ficials from the Union Ag-
riculture Ministry con-
firmed that the inclusion
aims to transform the west-
ern desert belt into a model
of climate-resilient farm-
ing. The initiative will fo-
cus on micro-irrigation
systems, soil moisture
management, integrated
pest control, and modern
warehousing facilities.
Under the scheme, over
1,200 crore is expected to
be invested over the next
three years, combining
central funds with state

and private-sector partic-
ipation. A network of
community grain silos,
cold storage units, and
solar-powered pumps will
be set up to ensure that
farmers get better re-
turns and reduced wast-

age. Union Agriculture
Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan said the mission
reflects Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s vision
of “Samruddh Kisan, At-
manirbhar Bharat.” “Ra-
jasthan’s farmers have

the courage to grow food
where even survival is a
challenge. The new plan
will bring assured irriga-
tion and fair prices to the
desert region,” he re-
marked.

Chief Minister Bhajan
Lal Sharma welcomed the
announcement, calling it
a “historic opportunity
for Western Rajasthan.”
He emphasized that the
program would strength-
en local economies and
help the state become a
major contributor to the
national pulses basket.
Agricultural experts be-

lieve the initiative could
increase crop productivi-
ty by 25-30% in the select-
ed districts within five
years if implemented ef-
fectively. The focus on
pulses and oilseeds, they
noted, will also reduce In-
dia’s import dependency
and promote sustainable
soil health. As Rajasthan’s
farmers prepare for a new
agricultural chapter, the
scheme symbolizes more
than financial assis-
tance—it represents a
shift from survival to sus-
tainability, from depend-
ence to self-reliance.

such as lithium and cobalt
for clean energy and de-
fense applications.
Sources indicated that
Ambassador Gor reaf-
firmed the US commit-
ment to strengthening eco-
nomic and strategic ties,
while Prime Minister
Modi highlighted India’s
investment climate and
the need for fair and pre-
dictable trade policies. Ob-
servers see the meeting as
part of a broader effort to
maintain equilibrium in
India-USrelations, balanc-
ing economic cooperation
with strategic alignment,
even as international
trade dynamics shift.

India to Roll Out
Biometric Authentication
for Digital Payments — A
Leap Beyond PIN Security

FAIR REPORT

New Delhi: Fair Report
Desk, New Delhi 13 October
2025 — In a transformative
move set to redefine the way
Indians transact digitally;
the Government of India
has announced the nation-
wide rollout of biometric
authentication for UPI pay-
ments starting October 8,
2025. The initiative aims to
enhance both security and
convenience, marking anew
chapter in India’s journey
toward a frictionless digital
economy. The system will al-
low users to authenticate
transactions using facial
recognition or fingerprints,
effectively replacing or com-
plementing the traditional
4- or 6-digit UPI PIN. This
technology will be integrat-
ed across major UPI plat-
forms, including Paytm,
PhonePe, Google Pay, and
BHIM, and will operate in
collaboration with the Na-
tional Payments Corpora-
tion of India (NPCI) and the
Unique Identification Au-
thority of India (UIDAI). Of-
ficials from the Ministry of
Electronics and Information
Technology (MeitY) con-

firmed that the move aligns
with India’s “Digital Bharat,
Secure Bharat” vision —en-
suring that as the scale of
digital payments expands,
so does their reliability. The
biometric system will be
particularly beneficial in
rural and semi-urban areas,
where digital literacy re-
mains uneven but Aadhaar-
linked authentication is al-
ready widespread. Experts
view this as a global bench-
mark in payment innova-
tion, combining the world’s
largest biometric database
with one of the fastest-grow-
ing digital payment ecosys-
tems. “This step puts India
ahead of most developed
economies in payment secu-
rity evolution,” said an
NPCI spokesperson.With
UPI transactions already
crossing 15 billion monthly,
the integration of biometric
verification is expected to
reduce fraud, enhance user
trust, and further deepen fi-
nancial inclusion. In a na-
tion where the mobile phone
has become the wallet of
choice, biometric UPI now
promises to make that wal-
let smarter, safer, and more
human.

PM Modi meets actor Ram Charan, lauds efforts to
popularise archery through Archery Premier League

FAIR REPORT

New Delhi: Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi on
Sunday met popular actor
Ram Charan, his wife
Upasana Konidela, and
entrepreneur Anil
Kamineni, appreciating
their efforts to promote
archery on a global scale.
During the interaction,
the Prime Minister com-
mended the team’s initia-
tive in launching the
world’s first Archery Pre-

mier League (APL) — a
pioneering platform
aimed at reviving India’s

ancient sporting heritage
and inspiring the next
generation to embrace ar-

i "\:‘

chery. PM Modi said such
ventures not only cele-
brate India’s traditional

sports but also open new
opportunities for youth
participation and profes-

sional training. He noted

that archery, a sport deep-
ly rooted in India’s histo-

ry and mythology, de-
serves renewed attention
and modern exposure.
Sharing his thoughts on
social media platform X
(formerly Twitter), the
Prime Minister wrote:
“Glad to have met you,
Upasana and Anil
Kamineni Garu. Your col-
lective efforts to popular-
ise archery are commend-
able and will benefit
countless youngsters.”
— @AlwaysRamCharan
(@upasanakonidela The

meeting reflected the gov-
ernment’s broader vision
to integrate traditional
Indian sports into the
global sporting ecosys-
tem while encouraging
public-private partner-
ships for their develop-
ment. Industry observers
noted that the Archery
Premier League could be-
come a milestone in
sports innovation —
blending India’s cultural
legacy with modern
sporting spirit.
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The Bharatiya
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The Bharatiya
Sakshya Adhiniyam

The Bharatiya Nagarik (U
Suraksha Sanhita
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JITO Youth Wing’s Green & Cow Service Pledge

108 Trees Planted, 121 Tractor
Loads of Fodder Donated

FAIR REPORT

Chittorgarh: Promoting
the message of environ-
mental protection and
cow service, the JITO
Youth Wing took a re-
markable initiative on
Sunday at the Rishi Magri
Gaushala. On the occa-
sion of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s 75th
birthday, members plant-
ed 108 trees and arranged
fodder (khakhla) for over
250 cows. They also an-
nounced a donation of 121
tractor loads of fodder for
the cowshed. The event
began by feeding the cows
and chanting the Navkar
Mantra. JITO Secretary
Akshat Pokharna said the
plantation drive was part
of JITO’s nationwide goal
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of planting 9 lakh trees.
Local MLA Chandrab-
han Singh Akya praised
the initiative, calling it
the beginning of a “Green
Revolution.” He encour-

CPL Varun Kumar Honoured with
Vayu Sena Medal for Gallantry

FAIR REPORT

New Delhi: Corporal
Varun Kumar, who lost his
hand while serving in
#0pSindoor, was today
awarded the prestigious
Vayu Sena Medal in recog-
nition of his exceptional
courage, dedication, and
service to the nation. The
award ceremony, held at the
Air Force Headquarters,
celebrated his unwavering
bravery and commitment
despite life-altering inju-
ries. CPL Varun Kumar’s
actions during the opera-
tion were hailed as exem-

plary by his commanding
officers. He demonstrated
extraordinary presence of
mind under hostile condi-
tions, ensuring mission
success and safeguarding
his team. The Vayu Sena
Medal, one of India’s high-
est peacetime gallantry
awards, honors personnel
who go above and beyond
the call of duty. Inreceiving
the medal, CPL Kumar ex-
emplifies the resilience, de-
termination, and spirit of
the Indian Air Force, inspir-
ing both serving personnel
and civilians alike.

Rathore Jokes About Snake Bite

FAIR REPORT

JAIPUR: The launch of
former BJP state president
Satish Poonia’s book on
Sunday turned into a light-
hearted political exchange
among Rajasthan’s senior
leaders, who used the met-
aphor of “Snakes and Lad-
ders” to describe their po-
litical ups and downs.
Former Leader of Op-
position Rajendra Rathore
said, “There’s a big simi-
larity between Satish Poo-
nia and me — both of us
were bitten by the snake
when we were at 87.” The
comment drew laughter
from the audience, as both

leaders had lost the 2023
Assembly elections. Add-
ing humor to the discus-
sion, Madan Rathore con-
tinued, “Don’t forget me
in this Snakes and Lad-
ders game. I, too, have
similarities with both of
you. Maybe Rajendra
Rathore bit me in 2008,
and Satish Poonia in

2018.” He added, “This
game will continue — it
always does, and it

should.” He also joked
about his long-standing
support for Poonia, say-
ing, “When Satish Poonia
used to come, I would
clear the way for him.

YOUTH WING CHITTORGARH
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aged the youth to make
cow service and environ-
mental protection a regu-
lar part of their lives.
Additional District Col-
lector Vinod Malhotra
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said the chosen saplings
would one day provide
shade and a cleaner envi-
ronment for the cows. He
urged people to care for
trees like family mem-

bers. Additional CEO
(Zila Parishad) Rakesh
Purohit said cow service
is among the most sacred
deeds and gives a feeling
of heavenly peace. He in-

spired everyone to serve
with pure devotion and
compassion. Gaushala
committee member Lalaji
Gurjar welcomed the
JITO members, while

A Land of Untold Legends and Hidden
Treasures Anand Mahindra

FAIR REPORT

Jaipur: Rajasthan, long
celebrated as a global
travel destination, con-
tinues to reveal stories
and sites that remain
largely  undiscovered,
even by domestic travel-
ers. In a recent note of
appreciation, a visiting
dignitary expressed grat-
itude to @KumariDiya ji
for her warm welcome
and generous invitation,
emphasizing the unique
cultural and historical
wealth of the region.
“Despite Rajasthan’s
world renown as a travel
destination, it still holds
a treasure trove of loca-
tions and legends that re-
main unexplored,” the

visitor remarked. “Leg-
ends the world will love
once they hear them in
the very places where
they were born!”

From the majestic forts
of Jaipur and Jodhpur to
the desert hamlets of
Barmer and Bikaner, the

state is replete with tales
of valor, art, and folklore.
Yet, many of these narra-
tives remain hidden be-
hind narrow alleys, an-
cient temples, and quiet
havelis, awaiting travel-
ers who seek authenticity
beyond the conventional

tourist map. Tourism ex-
perts believe that promot-
ing these lesser-known
sites could not only en-
hance visitor experience
but also generate econom-
ic opportunities for local
communities. Efforts are
underway by state au-
thorities and cultural am-
bassadors to document
and showcase these sto-

ries through guided
trails, digital storytell-
ing, and experiential

tours. As Rajasthan bal-
ances its global fame with
the allure of discovery, it
invites travelers to look
beyond the well-trodden
paths, promising experi-
ences steeped in history,
mystery, and living leg-
ends.

Do Hindus Remember Gopal Patha? The
Forgotten Defender of Calcutta’s Darkest Days

HEMRAJ TIWARI

Kolkata: In the labyrinth
of North Kolkata, where
crumbling houses still
whisper memories of Parti-
tion, one name flickers in
half-forgotten  conversa-
tions — Gopal Patha. Once
feared, once revered, today
he survives mostly as a ru-
mour, a street legend, a
name that slips through the
cracks of India’s official
history. Gopal Chandra
Mukherjee — better known
as Gopal Patha — wasnot a
soldier or a politician. He

was a mutton seller. A com-
mon man who became un-
common when the city
around him caught fire dur-
ing the Great Calcutta Kill-
ings of 1946. When commu-
nal riots engulfed the
streets, Gopal Patha organ-
ized neighborhood defense
groups to protect Hindu

families in Shobhabazar
and College Street. His fol-
lowers called him “Dada,”
and his commands carried
the authority of survival
itself. To some, he was the
protector of his people; to
others, the face of venge-
ance in a city drowning in
hate. After Partition, he dis-
appeared from headlines
— no statue, no street, no
chapter in textbooks. Yet in
the bylanes of old Calcutta,
tea stall conversations still
recall his name in low
tones: “Gopal Dada saved
our para that night.”

So, do Hindus
remember Gopal
Patha?

® The answer depends on
where you Ilsten

) In the h|story books —
no.

@® [n the human memory of
Kolkata — yes, faintly, like an
ember refusmg to dle

) He remains a paradox
part hero, part warning — a
man who emerged from the
heart of chaos to defend

his own, and in doing so,
became a symbol of both
courage and consequence.

Today Amit Shah to Launch 150-Unit Free Electricity
Scheme, Inaugurate Exhlbmon on New Criminal Laws

FAIR REPORT

Jaipur: Union Home Min-
ister Amit Shah will visit
Jaipur on Monday, mark-
ing his second visit to the
city within three months.
During his visit, he will in-
augurate a state-level exhi-
bition on India’s three new
criminal laws — Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita (BNS),
Bharatiya Nagarik Surak-
sha Sanhita (BNSS), and

Bharatiya Sakshya Adhin-
iyam (BSA)— at the Jaipur
Exhibition and Convention
Centre (JECC).

The six-day exhibition,
themed “Nava Vidhan -
Nyay Ki Nai Pehchan”, will
highlight the structural
reforms introduced
through these laws, which
came into effect on July 1,
2024. It will include digital
and interactive presenta-
tions along with theme-

based sessions on law en-
forcement, forensics, pris-
on reforms, and women
and child safety.

Shah will also inaugu-
rate the registration for the
PM Suryaghar Scheme, of-
fering 150 units of free elec-
tricity per month to house-
holds through solar power.
In addition, he will partici-
pate in the groundbreaking
of MoUs worth 4 lakh
crore signed during the

Rising Rajasthan Global
Investment Summit 2024
and lay the foundation
stone for development pro-
jects worth 9,300 crore.

Chief Minister Bhajan
Lal Sharma reviewed ar-
rangements at the venue
on Sunday. Acting Chief
Justice of the Rajasthan
High Court, Sanjeev
Prakash Sharma, and oth-
er dignitaries will also at-
tend the event.

Jaipur, Monday, 13 October 2025
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Chapter Chairman Sohan
Pokharna thanked the
heads and secretaries of
various Jain organiza-
tions for their support.
JITO Youth Wing Presi-

dent Ravi Virani informed
that members collectively
contributed 51,000 for the
cause. The Shraman
Sangh, Chittorgarh also
announced the construc-
tion of a cemented water
tank for the cows.

At the end of the event,
members and guests
planted trees, installed
tree guards, fenced the
area, and ensured regular
watering for their protec-
tion. Prominent attendees
included Roshan Lodha,
Sunita Sisodia, Narendra
Pokharna, Shivraj Singh,
Shailendra Jhanwar, Su-
darshan Rampuria, Rad-
heshyam Kumawat, Ra-
jendra Doshi, Balwant
Baghmar, and several
members of the JITO
Youth and Ladies Wing.

MLA Akya Urges Government to
Extend PVC Pipeline Scheme
Deadline — Thousands of
Farmers Left Out

FAIR REPORT

Chittorgarh: Chittor-
garh MLA Chandrabhan
Singh Akya has written to
Chief Minister Bhajanlal
Sharma and Agriculture
Minister Kirodi Lal Mee-
na, requesting an exten-
sion of the last date to ap-
ply for the PVC Pipeline
Subsidy Scheme in the
interest of farmers. In his
letter, MLA Akya stated
that the Agriculture De-
partment had fixed Sep-
tember 28, 2025 as the last
date for online applica-
tions under the scheme.
However, due to continu-
ous rainfall and farmers
being busy with agricul-
tural activities, many
could not submit their ap-
plications in time. As a
result, thousands of farm-
ers were left out after the
portal closed on Septem-
ber 28, even though PVC
pipelines are crucial for
irrigation during the up-
coming Rabi season.
Akya said that the state
government’s scheme is
highly beneficial for farm-
ers as it helps reduce irri-

gation costs and promotes
water conservation. He
emphasized that the dead-
line should be extended so
that more farmers can
benefit from it.

He appealed to the Chief
Minister and Agriculture
Minister to reopen the on-
line subsidy portal for at
least one more month, ena-
bling farmers who missed
the deadline due to bad
weather or technical is-
sues to apply now. MLA
Akya added that farmers
are the backbone of the
state’s economy, and it is
the government’s duty to
address their genuine con-
cerns on priority. He ex-
pressed confidence that
the Chief Minister would
take a positive and timely
decision in the farmers’
interest.

Kanota Shines as
Team Triumphs

FAIR REPORT

JAIPUR: Team Mayo Blue
clinched the Mayo Polo
Cup 2025 title after defeat-
ing Team Mayo White 4-3
in a nail-biting exhibition
match held at the Ra-
jasthan Polo Ground in
Jaipur.

The seventh edition of
the annual polo tourna-
ment was jointly organized
by the U.S. Polo Associa-
tion and the Mayo Alumni
Association of Southern
India (MAASI). Spectators
witnessed a remarkable
blend of youthful enthusi-
asm and veteran skill
throughout the contest.

Pratap Singh Kanota
led the charge for Team
Mayo Blue with two bril-
liant goals, sealing the
win in the final chukker.

The event’s chief guest,
Lt. Gen. Alok Kler (Retd.),
an alumnus of the Mayo
College Class of 1979, pre-
sented the trophy to the
winners. Mayo College
Vice Principal Priyanka
Bhattacharya and Puru-
shottam Suresh from the
U.S. Polo Association also
graced the ceremony.

Notably, current Mayo
College students Ayaan
Ali and Shivansh Singh
Shaktawat were part of
the winning team, while
several other players
were distinguished alum-
ni.

Over 30 students from
Mayo College, Ajmer
traveled to Jaipur to cheer
for their teams, adding
youthful energy and en-
thusiasm to the vibrant
atmosphere.
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