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PM Modi Tells Bihar Party Worker During Virtual Interaction

Don’t Call Me Sir,

FAIR REPORT

Patna/New Delhi: Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
asked a woman BJP booth
worker from Bihar to ad-
dress him as “bhaiya”
(brother) instead of “sir”
during an online interac-
tion, saying that women’s
strength has always been
his shield, inspiration, and
power. Speaking to party
workers through the NaMo
app ahead of the assembly
elections, the Prime Minis-
ter expressed confidence
that the National Demo-
cratic Alliance (NDA)
would form the govern-
ment when results are de-
clared on November 14.
PM Modi said Bihar
would celebrate “another
Diwali” after the election
results and credited wom-
en for playing a decisive
role in the expected victory.
Modi remarked, “This
time, Bihar will celebrate

two Diwalis. People cele-
brated the first during
Navratri because of GST
benefits. The second is on
October 20. But the third
celebration will be on No-
vember 14 when the NDA
wins—and our sisters and

daughters in Bihar will
lead this victory.”

He urged women to
come out in groups to vote,
sing songs, and even beat
plates to celebrate democ-
racy like a festival.

RJD Fields Shahabuddin’s Son,
Rekindling Bihar’s Old Wounds

Move raises
questions on crime,
dynasty and political
ethics in Siwan

FAIR REPORT

Patna : The Rashtriya Ja-
nata Dal’s (RJD) decision to
field Mohammad Osama,
son of the late Mohammad
Shahabuddin, from the
Raghunathpur Assembly
seat in Siwan has reignited
debate on Bihar’s uneasy
nexus between crime and
politics. The nomination
comes after the party de-
nied a ticket to sitting MLA
Hari Shankar Yadav, a
grassroots leader known
for his organisational
strength. The decision, re-
portedly approved by the
top leadership, has drawn
criticism within the RJD
and across political lines.
Shahabuddin, a former
RJD MP and one of Bihar’s
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most feared strongmen,
faced over 40 criminal cases
— including murder, kid-
napping, and extortion. He
was convicted in multiple
cases, most notably the acid
killing of two brothers in
2004. During police raids on
his Siwan residence, au-
thorities had recovered
foreign-made arms, some
allegedly of Pakistani ori-
gin, triggering national
outrage. Osama’s political
debut, therefore, marks a
symbolic return of a taint-
ed legacy. In 2023, he was

briefly detained by Ra-
jasthan Police in Kota in
connection with an alleged
extortion case, though re-
leased later without charg-
es. While the RJD has de-
fended its decision as “re-
flecting local sentiment,”
critics see it as a moral
setback for a party once
promising to distance itself
from the strongman era.
Opposition parties have
called the move a “mockery
of democracy,” accusing
the RJD of “replacing mer-
it with bloodline.”

“Every Booth Worker

Is Modi in Their Area”
Calling grassroots mobi-

lisation key to victory, the

Prime Minister said,
“When every booth is
strong, the party wins. Eve-
ry booth worker is Modi in

‘m Your Brother

their area.” He asked BJP
workers to visit every
household and assure vot-
ers of government schemes
as a “guarantee” from him.
On the occasion of Bhai
Dooj (October 23), he in-
structed booth workers to
organise special events for
local women and honour
“Lakhpati Didis” and
“Drone Didis.” He also
urged workers to spread
awareness about welfare
schemes launched by the
central government and
the Nitish Kumar-led Bihar
administration. The slogan
he proposed was: “One
united NDA, one united Bi-
har—this will bring a good
governance government.”

Reference to

‘Jungle Raj’

PM Modi said many young
voters were unaware of the
“Jungle Raj” era in Bihar,
referring to the law-and-
order situation under pre-

“Those Who Disturb Festive Peace
Will Face Jail”: Yogi Adityanath’s
Strong Message Ahead of Diwali

FAIR REPORT

Lucknow | In his signa-
ture tough tone, Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath sent out a
stern warning ahead of Di-
wali celebrations, declar-
ing that anyone attempting
to disturb peace or create
chaos during the festival
will be dealt with strictly
and sent behind bars. “Di-
wali is a festival of enthu-
siasm and joy. If anyone
tries to spoil this atmos-
phere, the jail cells are
ready to welcome them,”
Yogi said while addressing
an event in Lucknow. “This
is the government that
knows how to respond — in
the same language as those
who understand only defi-
ance,” he added, drawing
applause from the gather-
ing. The Chief Minister
emphasized that law and
order will remain the top

priority during the festive
season. Police and admin-
istrative machinery have
been directed to maintain
vigilance in markets, tem-
ples, and public areas to
ensure a peaceful and safe
Diwali for all. At the same
time, Yogi called on the
people of Uttar Pradesh to
celebrate “Swadeshi Di-
wali” by supporting local
artisans and small busi-
nesses. “When you buy
something this Diwali, buy
Indian. Purchase what our
local craftsmen, weavers,
and entrepreneurs have
made. Bring home the crea-
tions of our own people —
this is true nationalism,”
he said. With his message
blending discipline and
patriotism, Yogi Adity-
anath once again under-
scored his government’s
philosophy: peace with
strength, and pride
through self-reliance.

vious regimes. He asked
BJP workers to take youths
to exhibitions showcasing
violent incidents and Nax-
al influence from that pe-
riod. “Those who once al-
lowed Naxalism to spread
cannot be given another
chance,” he said.

Voting Dates and
Candidates
Polling for the 243-seat Bi-
har Assembly will be held
in two phases on November
6 and 11. Votes will be
counted on November 14.
On Wednesday, the BJP
released its second list of
12 candidates. The party
has fielded singer Maithi-
li Thakur from Alinagar
and former IPS officer
Anand Mishra from Bux-
ar. PM Modi stressed that
it was the “power of Bi-
har’s voters” that kept the
state safe from the “bad
governance” of the RJD
and Congress.

ECI Issues Fresh Directions
to Facilitate Voting for
Persons with Disabilities

Measures include
home voting, Braille
ballots, and improved
accessibility at polling
stations

FAIR REPORT

New Delhi: The Election
Commission of India (ECI)
has issued a new set of di-
rections to ensure smooth-
er and more inclusive vot-
ing for Persons with Disa-
bilities (PwDs) ahead of
the upcoming Assembly
and Lok Sabha elections. In
a statement on Tuesday, the
Commission emphasized
that equal access to the
electoral process is a con-
stitutional right and reiter-
ated its commitment to
“leave no voter behind.”
The new guidelines man-
date that all polling sta-
tions be made barrier-free,
equipped with ramps,
handrails, accessible toi-
lets, and clear signage for
PwDs and senior citizens.
The ECI has directed Dis-
trict Election Officers to
identify PwD  voters
through the PwD App and
ensure they receive person-
alized voter slips with de-
tails of accessibility facili-
ties available at their poll-
ing stations. To enhance

I

participation, the Commis-
sion will continue the
home-voting facility for
PwDs with 40% or more
benchmark disability, ena-
bling them to cast their
vote through postal ballot
in the presence of polling
officials. Polling personnel
are to be sensitized through
special training modules,
and volunteers will be de-
ployed at every booth to as-
sist PwD voters. Addition-
ally, Braille-enabled Elec-
tronic Voting Machines
(EVMs) and Braille voter
slips will be available at all
locations.

CBI Arrests NHIDCL Executive
Directorin 710 Lakh Bribe
Case, Recovers2.62 Crore

FAIR REPORT

Guwahati: The Central
Bureau of Investigation
(CBI) has arrested Mais-
nam Riten Kumar Singh,
Executive Director and
Regional Officer of the
National Highways & In-
frastructure Development
Corporation Limited
(NHIDCL), posted in
Guwahati, for allegedly
accepting a bribe of 10
lakh from a private con-
tractor.

Singh was caught in a
trap operation while al-
legedly soliciting the
bribe to facilitate approv-
als for a four-laning pro-
ject on NH-37 between De-
mow and Moran Bypass in
Assam.During subse-
quent searches across
multiple locations, the

CBI seized 2.62 crore in
unaccounted cash, along
with documents revealing
ownership of 20 flats, 9
land parcels, and high-end
vehicles linked to Singh
and his family. Both Singh
and the contractor’s rep-

before the Court of Spe-
cial Judge, CBI Cases,
Guwahati. The case has
been registered under the
Prevention of Corruption
Act, with further investi-
gation underway.

20 Dead in Jaisalmer Bus Fire; Fitness
Ceritificate, Safety Compliance Under Scrutiny

FAIR REPORT

Jaisalmer: A late-night
luxury AC bus travelling
from Jaisalmer to Jodhpur
caught fire on Tuesday; kill-
ing at least 20 passengers
and injuring several oth-
ers. Preliminary reports
cite a suspected short cir-
cuit near the rear of the
vehicle, but multiple sys-
temic lapses have come to
light.

Faulty AC, No
Emergency Exit
Eyewitnesses and rescue
officials confirmed that the
bus had only one exit door
and non-functional emer-

gency windows. Passengers
were trapped as the fire
spread rapidly. There were
no hammers or safety tools
available to break the glass.
Locals allege that the AC

system had been malfunc-
tioning for weeks but was
never repaired. Despite re-
ported faults, the bus con-
tinued to operate on its
regular route.

FITNESS CERTIFICATE CLEARED

WITHOUT INSPECTION

Transport department sources indicate that the bus’s fit-
ness certificate was issued recently. However, officials
admit the inspection may not have been done physically
—a violation of safety norms. The fire safety audit of pri-
vate buses, ordered after past incidents, was never imple-
mented. Local transport unions had also complained to
the RTO about unsafe tourist buses in the region.

POLITICAL RESPONSE FOLLOWS

FAMILIAR PATTERN

The Chief Minister’s Office issued condolence mes-
sages on social media, and the Transport Minister
announced an ex-gratia of 10 lakh for the families
of the deceased. An inquiry committee has been
constituted. However, no arrests or suspensions

of RTO officials or transport department staff have

been announced so far.

Questions Over Compliance with

Supreme Court Guidelines

Legal experts point out that the Supreme Court’s
2019 directives on emergency exits and wiring
checks for sleeper and AC buses were not enforced
in this case. Rajasthan still lacks an independent
safety audit mechanism for private passenger vehi-
cles despite repeated warnings from NHAL.

Public Anger Mounts
e Families of victims and

activists are demanding an-
swers on three key points:

® Who issued the fitness
certificate?

e Who cleared the route

permit?

e \Who was responsible for
fire safety compliance?

Experts and civil society
members have urged
the government to

® Suspend responsible
officers,

® Prosecute the

bus operator,

® Enforce mandatory physi-
cal inspections,

@ Set up an independent
vehicle safety audit authority.

A Governance Test
The Jaisalmer accident
has reignited debate
over corruption and neg-
ligence in Rajasthan’s
transport system. Ob-
servers state that unless
the government acts de-
cisively, public confi-
dence in regulatory en-
forcement will further
erode. Critics say the in-
quiry will be ineffective
unless specific officials
and operators arenamed
and held accountable.
They warn that without
structural reforms, simi-
lar tragedies are inevita-
ble.
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DST and Gangrar Police’s Joint Operation

Jaipur, Thursday, 16 October 2025
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Habitual Criminal Caug htwuh Three Pistols and Six Cartridges

Accused Bhairu Singh
Rathore was bringing
illegal weapons from
Madhya Pradesh for
supply in the district

FAIR REPORT

Chittorgarh- In a major
action against the illegal
arms trade, Chittorgarh
Police arrested a habitual
criminal with three pistols
and six live cartridges. The
accused was caught during

a joint operation by Gan-
grar Police and the District
Special Team (DST) near
the Medikheda railway
crossing.

The arrested man, Bhai-
ru Singh Rathore (25), son
of Narayan Singh Rajput,
resident of Banakiya Ka-
lan (under Kapasan police
station), has a criminal his-
tory involving kidnapping,
robbery, attempt to murder,
and illegal possession of
weapons. Police said he re-

cently brought illegal arms
from Madhya Pradesh and
was planning to supply
them in Chittorgarh dis-
trict. Superintendent of
Police Manish Tripathi
said the operation was car-
ried out under the direc-
tion of ASP Sarita Singh
and supervision of DSP
Gangrar Rameshwar Lal
as part of the ongoing cam-
paign to curb illegal activi-
ties. During surveillance,
Constable Rajdeep Singh

of the DST received a tip-
off that the accused was
heading towards Medikhe-
da crossing with weapons.
Acting swiftly, the police
set up a blockade and ar-
rested him on the spot.

A search led to the recov-
ery of three country-made
pistols and six cartridges,
and a case has been regis-
tered under the Arms Act.

The operation was led by
SHO D.P. Dadhich, with
DST head constable Bhu-

pendra Singh, and consta-
bles Rajdeep Singh, Suren-
drapal, Deepak, and Vijay
as part of the team.

Special Role of DST:

According to police
sources, the DST had been
tracking the accused for
several days. Constable Ra-
jdeep Singh played a cru-
cial role by gathering intel-
ligence on the weapon
movement and providing
the exact location, enabling
the team to arrest

Chittorgarh Link to Jaisalmer Bus Tragedy — 21 Lives Lost Due to lllegal Modification and Official Negligence

Two Chittorgarh Transport Officials
Suspended, ACB to Probe the Case

FAIR REPORT

Chittorgarh: The horrific
sleeper bus fire in Ra-
jasthan has now exposed
serious lapses in the trans-
port system. On Wednes-
day, the state government
suspended two Chittorgarh
transport officials after it
was found that the ill-fated
bus had been approved by
the Chittorgarh District
Transport Office.

According to sources,
acting DTO Surendra Sin-
gh and Assistant Adminis-
trative Officer Chunni Lal
— who approved the bus
body — have been suspend-
ed with immediate effect.
This is the same bus that
caught fire on Tuesday, kill-
ing 21 passengers and leav-
ing four others on ventila-
tor support.

Bus Was Registered

in Chittorgarh

After the incident, the ad-
ministration began check-
ing records and discov-
ered that the bus was reg-
istered at the Chittorgarh
District Transport Office

Hemvraj Tikam
chand Tiwari

Journalist

FAIR REPORT
Hemraj Tiwari

Rajasthan’s pride — the
RUHS Health Scheme —
has now turned into a tale
of chaos, corruption, and
criminal neglect. A hand-
written complaint from
Jaipur’s Akshat Retail
Apollite S.M.S. Hospital
has ripped open the cur-
tain on how the state’s free
medicine program has col-
lapsed due to non-payment
of dues for over six months,
paralyzing chemists, hospi-
tals, and ultimately, the
lives of patients. What was
meant to be a welfare mod-
el for affordable healthcare

BUS BUILT IN THREE MONTHS,
BURNED IN TWO WEEKS
Records show that the bus was billed on May 21, its
body was completed within three months, and it was
registered as a non-AC bus on October 1. Shock-
ingly, just 14 days later, on October 14, it caught fire
and turned into ashes. The tragedy has raised seri-
ous questions about the inspection process and the
transport department’s monitoring system.

(DTO). The investigation
revealed that the bus own-
er had illegally modified a
non-AC bus into an AC
one — and the transport
department had no clue
about it.

Once these facts came

to light, the Chittorgarh
transport department
went into panic mode and
started verifying all docu-
ments related to the bus.
Other buses owned by the
same operator are also be-
ing checked.

=Key questions

are being raised

o Did the Chittorgarh RTO
overlook the inspection
process?

o \Was the fitness approval '
just a formality?

e And how did such a new '
bus catch fire within two
weeks?

@ The upcoming ACB
investigation will determine
whether the blame lies solely
with the bus owner — or
with the officials who failed
to act while the bus was
being illegally modified.

Collector Inspects RTO Office

Following government orders, District Collector
Alok Ranjan visited the RTO office on Wednesday.
He questioned RTO Nemichand Pareek and DTO
Neeraj Shah, seeking all registration-related docu-
ments. The Collector said, “If any negligence or
involvement is found at any level, strict action will
be taken against those responsible.”

DTO’s Statement — Registration Was
Legal, Modifications Came Later

DTO Neeraj Shah stated that the bus was registered
as a non-AC vehicle according to the rules. The
owner later modified it without permission, and the
department was unaware of the change. Shah ad-
mitted that such a new bus catching fire was both
technically and administratively alarming.

ACB Steps In — Officials Under Scrutiny
Given the gravity of the incident, the Anti-Corrup-
tion Bureau (ACB) has also stepped in. ACB Addi-
tional SP Vikram Singh Rathore said the probe will
focus on whether any transport officials misused
their position to benefit the bus owner and how the
fitness certificate was issued to a non-compliant
vehicle. A detailed report will soon be sent to higher
authorities.

System Under Question

The death of 21 passengers is now being seen
as more than a technical failure — it’s a result of
systemic negligence and weak oversight.

RUHS SCHEME CHOKED BY CORRUPTION,

has degenerated into a bu-
reaucratic nightmare —
where suppliers are un-
paid, medicines are una-
vailable, and officials con-
tinue to enjoy their com-
missions. The letter, ad-
dressed to top health au-
thorities, alleges that pay-
ments under the RUHS
scheme have been com-
pletely halted since the
past six months. Despite
repeated supplies of life-
saving medicines to gov-
ernment hospitals, chem-
ists haven’t received a sin-
gle rupee. Meanwhile, hos-
pitals continue to demand
medicines on credit —
without offering any expla-
nation or timeline for reim-
bursement. “RUHS Yojana
mein 6 mahine se payment
nahi mila. Chemists have
reached their limit. We can
no longer provide medi-
cines for free while our
dues pile up,” the com-
plaint states.

Corruption Behind
Closed Doors

The document paints a dis-
turbing picture of rampant

corruption inside the sys-
tem. It alleges that while

chemists’ payments are
stuck for months, certain
intermediaries and “tele-
servers” inside hospitals
openly demand commis-
sions to move files.

No action has been
taken. No
accountability fixed.
Even as hundreds of pa-
tients line up for essential
drugs every day, the bu-
reaucratic machinery is
busy counting kickbacks
instead of saving lives.
“Files are gathering

dust in the health depart-
ment. No one is ready to
take responsibility. Offi-
cials blame technical er-
rors while millions worth
of dues remain unpaid,”
says a supplier familiar
with the issue.

The Financial Cancer
Eating the Scheme

Sources estimate that
300-800 crore worth of
payments to chemists and
distributors across Ra-
jasthan are stuck. The
state’s so-called “free medi-
cine” system now runs on
borrowed money, personal
loans, and the sheer will-
power of struggling chem-
ists. “If this continues,
chemists will shut down
and hospitals will be emp-
ty,” warns one Jaipur-
based supplier. “This isnot
a technical glitch — it’s fi-
nancial strangulation.” In-
siders say some local offi-
cials allegedly manipulate
billing cycles to favor cer-
tain contractors while gen-
uine suppliers wait end-
lessly. The complaint calls
it a “deliberate policy of
delay and commission.”

The writer ends with an urgent plea:

“If chemists fall, hospitals will fall next. Patients are
already suffering. The government must act now —
before the system collapses completely.”

A System Diseased from Within
The RUHS Health Scheme was once showcased as
Rajasthan’s model of compassion. But today, it stands
as a mirror reflecting how corruption can corrode
even the noblest initiatives.When those who supply
medicines are forced to beg for their payments — it’s
not the suppliers who are sick, it’s the system itself.
Unless the government steps in with swift pay-
ment release, transparent auditing, and strict action
against officials responsible, the “Free Medicine

Scheme” may soon become the “No Medicine
Scheme.”
Patients Paying Doctors, speaking off
the Price record, admit the

While corruption festers
inside offices, it is the poor-
est patients who pay the
heaviest price. Essential
medicines for heart dis-
ease, diabetes, infections,
and emergency care are
simply unavailable in sev-
eral government hospitals.
Patients are being forced to
buy drugs in cash from out-
side pharmacies — the
very system RUHS was
meant to end.

helplessness:
“We have prescriptions
ready, but no medicines.
We’re doctors, not magi-
cians. How do we save lives
without drugs?”

A Question of

Accountability

Despite repeated com-
plaints, the Rajasthan
Health Department and
RUHS administration have
maintained complete si-

Adani Group to Build
Ropeway, Making
Kedarnath Pilgrimage
Safer and Easier

FAIR REPORT

Kedarnath, Uttara-
khand: Pilgrims visit-
ing the sacred Kedar-
nath Dham can soon ex-
pect a much easier and
safer ascent, as the Ada-
ni Group has announced
plans to construct a mod-
ern ropeway system to
facilitate the challenging
climb. The project aims
toreduce physical strain
for devotees, improve ac-
cessibility for elderly
and differently-abled
visitors, and ensure en-
hanced safety along the
treacherous mountain-
ous route.

Adani Group officials
described the initiative

PAYMENTS FROZEN FOR SIX MONTHS

The Letter That
Could Shake the
System

The handwritten

letter — now circu-
lating among health
workers and chemist
associations — could
become a flashpoint
for a major accounta-
bility crisis. It exposes
not only financial
mismanagement but
a collapse of ethics in
Rajasthan’s healthcare
governance.

lence. There has been no
clarification, no audit, and
no visible intent to fix the
problem. Meanwhile, insid-
ers allege that the Finance
Department has quietly fro-
zen disbursements citing
“administrative delays,”
even as hospital budgets
continue to be released for
publicity and events. This
silence, experts say, is crim-
inal — because delayed pay-
ments to medicine suppli-
ers directly translate into
delayed treatment and
avoidable deaths.

. Ri

as a “pious and responsi-
ble contribution” to-
wards preserving the
sanctity and conveni-
ence of the spiritual
journey. Local authori-
ties have welcomed the
project, citing that the
ropeway will also decon-
gest the existing trek
route and promote
smoother management
during the busy pilgrim-
age seasons. In a state-
ment, the company ex-
pressed hope that Lord
Mahadev’s blessings re-
main upon every pil-
grim, and reaffirmed its
commitment to combin-
ing infrastructure devel-
opment with reverence
for the holy site.

Water Resources
Minister Reviews
Development
Works in Rural

Panchayat Meeting
AJMER: Water Resources
Minister and Pushkar
MLA Suresh Singh Rawat
attended the general as-
sembly of Ajmer Rural
Panchayat Committee,
where he discussed region-
al development and public
welfare initiatives in de-
tail. Minister Rawat em-
phasized that the state gov-
ernment’s priority is to
extend the reach of devel-
opment to every village
and empower citizens with
essential facilities. He
urged public representa-
tives and officials to work
together to ensure effective
implementation of govern-
ment schemes so that ben-
efits reach every eligible
person on time.

While reviewing the pro-
gress of ongoing develop-
ment works, Minister Raw-
at stressed maintaining
quality and transparency
in all projects. He instruct-
ed officials to promptly re-
pair roads damaged by ex-
cessive rainfall, ensure
uninterrupted electricity
and drinking water supply,
maintain availability of
medicines at health cent-
ers, and ensure regular at-
tendance of personnel at
Gram Panchayat head-
quarters.
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