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Pachpadra’s Salt Heritage Sacrificed at the Altar of Industrial Growth

FAIR REPORT
BY HEMRAJ TIKAMCHAND

Jaipur/Pachpadra: The
recent fire incident at the
Rajasthan refinery in
Pachpadra has once again
drawn attention to a deep-
er, quieter story—one of
displacement, decline, and
a centuries-old livelihood
pushed to the margins of
modern development.
Long before the refin-
ery’s chimneys came to

Railways Introduce
Summer Special
Trains on Jaipur-
Howrah Route to Ease
Passenger Rush
Jaipur: In response to a
surge in passenger traffic
during the summer holiday
season and ongoing elec-
toral movement in eastern
India, Indian Railways has
announced the operation of
five pairs of special trains
connecting Jaipur and How-
rah. Officials from North
Western Railway stated that
the additional services aim
to manage the increasing
demand for travel to eastern
states, particularly West
Bengal. The seasonal spike,
driven by vacation travel
and election-related move-
ment, has led to heavy book-
ing pressure on regular
trains operating along this
corridor. The special trains
are scheduled to run be-
tween late April and early
May, with designated stop-
pages at key stations en
route to ensure wider acces-
sibility for passengers
across multiple regions.

define the skyline, Pach-
padra was known for its
expansive salt fields.
Spread across nearly 32
square Kkilometres, the re-
gion sustained a thriving
salt economy for over 600
years. Historical accounts
suggest that between 300
and 400 years ago, more
than 1,200 salt pans oper-
ated here, with at least 433
directly managed by the
Kharwal community. For

nearly 20,000 people in and
around Pachpadra, salt
was not merely an occupa-

tion—it was identity, sur-
vival, and pride.
The shift began in 2013-

14, when the reflnery pro-
ject was relocated from
Lilaana to Pachpadra.

Over 12,000 bighas of land
were acquired, leading to
the closure of 198 salt
pans. With them vanished
generations of expertise
and a self-sustaining eco-
system. Protests followed,
but yielded little beyond
assurances.

Ironically, Pachpadra’s
salt once travelled across
regions, aided by railway
lines laid during British
rule. Even India’s freedom

India Pushes Detence

Partnerships as Minister Begins
Three-Day Visit to Germany

FAIR REPORT

Berlin: An Indian minis-
ter arrived in Berlin on a
three-day official visit
aimed at strengthening bi-
lateral defence coopera-
tion and advancing strate-
gic industrial partner-
ships with Germany.
According to official
statements, the visit will
focus on high-level discus-
sions with the minister’s
German counterpart, with
an emphasis on enhancing
collaboration in defence
manufacturing and tech-
nology transfer. The en-
gagement is also expected

to include interactions
with key representatives
of Germany’s defence in-
dustry, reflecting a con-
certed effort to deepen ties
beyond government-to-
government dialogue.

A central objective of
the visit is to promote joint
development and co-pro-
duction initiatives under
India’s Make in India pro-
gramme. The initiative
seeks to position Indiaas a

PM Pays Tribute to Adi Shankaracharya on Jayanti,
Highlights Enduring Legacy of Advaita Vedanta

FAIR REPORT

New Delhi: Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi on
Tuesday paid tribute to Adi
Shankaracharya on the oc-
casion of his Jayanti, re-
calling the philosopher’s
enduring contribution to
India’s spiritual and intel-
lectual heritage.

In a message shared on
X, the Prime Minister de-
scribed Adi Shankaracha-
rya as one of India’s great-
est spiritual luminaries,
whose teachings and phi-
losophy of Advaita Vedan-
ta continue to guide count-
less people across the
world. He emphasised that
Shankaracharya’s mes-
sage of harmony, disci-
pline, and the oneness of
existence remains deeply
relevant in contemporary

COMPLAINT TO CONVICTION

times.

“His profound teach-
ings, thoughts and philos-
ophy of Advaita Vedanta
continue to guide innu-
merable people globally.
He emphasised harmony,
discipline and the oneness
of all existence,” the

Prime Minister said in his
post. The Prime Minister
also highlighted Adi
Shankaracharya’s efforts
in revitalising spiritual
thought and establishing
centres of learning across
the country, noting that
these contributions con-

tinue to inspire genera-
tions.

Concluding his message,
Mr. Modi expressed hope
that the philosopher’s wis-
dom would continue to il-
luminate the path of truth,
compassion, and collective
well-being.

global manufacturing hub,
particularly in the defence
sector, by encouraging for-
eign investment, technol-
ogy sharing, and domestic
production capabilities.
Officials indicated that
discussions may explore
opportunities in advanced
defence systems, supply
chain integration, and
long-term industrial part-
nerships. Germany, known
for its engineering exper-
tise and robust defence
manufacturing base, is
seen as a key partner in
India’s efforts to modern-
ise its armed forces while
reducing dependence on

imports.

The visit comes at a
time of evolving geopoliti-
cal dynamics, where na-
tions are increasingly pri-
oritising strategic autono-
my and resilient defence
ecosystems. Strengthen-
ing India-Germany coop-
eration in this domain is
expected to contribute to
both countries’ broader
security and economic ob-
jectives.

Further details of
agreements or outcomes
are likely to emerge follow-
ing the scheduled meet-
ings over the course of the
visit.

Ceaseﬁre on the Brink

ErRefuses Extension,
Iran ensions Spike

FAIR REPORT

Washington / Tehran — In
ahigh-stakes geopolitical flash-
point, Donald Trump has

ically ruled out extending
the fragile ceasefire window
involving Iran, signaling a po-
tential escalation that could
reverberateacross global secu-
rity corridors. Speaking amid
mounting pressure and loom-
ingdeadlines, Trumpmadehis
position unambiguous: “I
don’t want to extend it. We
don’t have time.” The state-
ment, delivered just a day be-
fore the ceasefire’s expiration,
has injected fresh uncertainty
into an already volatile stand-
oft Trump further accused
Iran of repeatedly violating
the ceasefire terms, alleging
multiple breaches without

offering immediate opera-
tional details. The claim, if
substantiated, could justify a
harder strategic posture
from Washington, but also
risks triggering retaliatory
rhetoric—and possibly ac-
tion—from Tehran. Iranian
officials have yet to formally
respond to the latest re-
marks, but past patterns sug-
gest a swift rebuttal may be
imminent. The refusal to
extend the ceasefire com-
presses diplomatic spaceata
critical juncture. Analysts
warn that even a minor mis-
calculation could spiral into
abroader confrontation, par-
ticularly given the history of
flashpoints in the Gulf re-
gion and the strategic sensi-
tivity of energy routes.

movement bears its im-
print—Ilocal resistance
against the salt tax pre-
dates Mahatma Gandhi’s
Dandi March.

Today, remnants of that
legacy survive in frag-
ments. Traditional meth-
ods—rainwater harvest-
ing, natural crystallisa-
tion, and manual stack-
ing—continue, but on a
diminishing scale. For
many, including former

salt workers now turned
daily-wage earners or
drivers, the transition has
been abrupt and unforgiv-
ing.

As Rajasthan positions
the refinery as a symbol of
industrial progress, the
question remains: at what
cost does development ar-
rive? In Pachpadra, the
answer lies buried be-
neath layers of salt—and
silence.

Inferno in Texas:
Massive Explosion at Oil
Well Site Sparks Panic,
Raises Safety Concerns

FAIR REPORT

Texas, USA: A powerful
explosion at an oil well site
in Texas has triggered
alarm across the region,
lighting up the night sky
with a towering fireball
and sending shockwaves
through nearby communi-
ties. The incident, which
occurred late evening, un-
derscores the persistent
risks embedded in high-
intensity energy extrac-
tion operations.
According to initial re-
ports from local county au-
thorities, all workers pre-
sent at the site were safely
evacuated in the immedi-

ate aftermath of the blast.
Emergency response teams
moved swiftly to secure the
area and prevent further
escalation. While no casu-
alties have been officially
confirmed so far, the scale
and intensity of the explo-
sion have raised serious
questions about operation-
al safety protocols.
Eyewitness accounts
paint a dramatic picture.
Residents living miles
away reported feeling their
homes tremble as the ex-
plosion ripped through the
facility. “It felt like an
earthquake,” said one lo-
cal, describing the moment
the sky turned into a glow-

From Adversity to Achievement

Churu Man Secures RAS
Rank After Losing Eyesight

FAIR REPORT

Jaipur: In a compel-
ling story of resilience
and determination,
Abhishek Kulhari, a
resident of Rajgarh in
Rajasthan’s Churu dis-
trict, has secured the
second rank in the
blind category in the
Rajasthan Adminis-
trative Service (RAS)
Examination 2024,
overcoming the life-
altering setback of los-
ing his eyesight in a
road accident. Kulhari
lost his vision in 2018,
a turning point that
could have derailed
his academic aspira-
tions. However, he
chose perseverance
over despair, continu-
ing his education with
renewed focus. Rely-

ing on assistive tools,
audio resources, and
disciplined prepara-
tion, he steadily
worked towards his
goal of entering public
service.

Despite the inher-
ent challenges faced
by visually impaired
aspirants in a highly
competitive examina-
tion system, Kulhari’s
achievement stands
out as a testament to
both individual re-
solve and the evolving
accessibility frame-
work within India’s
education sector. His
success also reflects
the role of support sys-
tems, including family
encouragement and
institutional provi-
sions, in enabling such
journeys.

British Tourist Jailed in Qatar After Online Review Sparks Cybercrime Case

FAIR REPORT

Doha, Qatar: What be-
gan as a complaint over
alleged harassment at a
luxury hotel has escalat-
ed into a troubling case of
detention, conviction,
and deportation for a
British national—raising
fresh concerns about free
expression, legal over-
reach, and the risks faced
by tourists in tightly reg-
ulated jurisdictions.
According to reports,
the British man had post-
ed an online review ac-
cusing staff at a high-end
hotel in Doha of inappro-

priate behavior toward
his wife. The hotel cate-
gorically denied the alle-
gations, and the review
was subsequently re-
moved. However, the situ-
ation took a dramatic
turn when authorities
treated the post not as a
consumer grievance, but
as a violation under Qa-
tar’s stringent cyber-
crime laws.

The man was detained
for four nights under re-
portedly harsh conditions
before being formally
charged. In a legal envi-
ronment where defama-
tion and digital speech

are tightly controlled, his
complaint was interpret-

ed as a punishable of-
fense. He was later con-

victed, deported from the
country, and handed a ban

on re-entry—effectively
transforming a customer
dispute into an interna-
tional legal incident.

The case underscores
the stark contrast be-
tween Western norms of
consumer feedback and
the regulatory frame-
works in Gulf nations,
where online expres-
sion—particularly accu-
sations against business-
es or individuals—can
carry severe legal conse-
quences. Critics argue
that such laws, while de-
signed to curb misinfor-
mation and protect repu-
tations, risk suppressing

legitimate grievances and
deterring transparency.

Legal experts note that
Qatar’s cybercrime stat-
utes allow authorities
broad discretion in inter-
preting digital content,
especially if it is deemed
damaging to public order
or institutional credibili-
ty. For travelers, the im-
plications are clear: ac-
tions as routine as post-
ing a negative review can,
under certain legal sys-
tems, trigger serious re-
percussions.

While Qatari authori-
ties have not publicly
elaborated on the specif-

ics of the case, the inci-
dent has already drawn
international attention. It
highlights the need for
greater awareness among
global travelers about lo-
cal laws governing
speech, privacy, and digi-
tal conduct—areas where
cultural expectations and
legal boundaries often di-
verge sharply.

As global mobility in-
creases, this episode
serves as a cautionary
tale: in some parts of the
world, the line between
expression and offense is
not just thin—it is legally
enforceable.
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Quote

Modi ji built
the Ram
Templein

Ayodhya. It came
Jp at a place
where Babri Mas-
lid stood. Now,
Mlamata Didi, through her asso-
ciate Humayun Kabir, wants to
ouild a Babri Masjid in Bengal

AMIT SHAH I UNION HOME MINISTER

The BJP will
‘ not win the

elections in
West Bengal this
time. The Trina-
Mool Congress
will again form
the government. We will also
throw out the BJP from Delhi in
2026 itself

VIAMATA BANERJEE I WEST BENGAL CM

congress
‘ and its allies
may create

as many hurdles
as they want, but
we will ensure
that women's
-eservation is implemented
In both Parliament and state
assemblies

RADHA MOHAN DAS AGRAWAL I
3JP LEADER

SHORT TAKES

¥ Triple talaq over
phone: Man booked

Ballia (UP): A man was
booked for allegedly
pronouncing triple talaq to
his wife over a mobile phone
here, police said Tuesday.
Based on the complaint from
19-year-old Shabina Khatoon,
a resident of ward number
18 in Rasra town, the police
booked her husband, Parvez
Alam alias Rinku, a resident
of Chak Kalandar Chakia
village in the Sikandarpur
police station area. The FIR
was lodged under relevant
sections of the BNS, sections
3 and 4 of the Muslim Women
(Protection of Rights on
Marriage) Act, 2019, which
criminalise the practice of
instant triple ‘talaq’.

I Signal glitch sends
train on wrong track

Mumbai: A wrong signal given
by railway staff caused a local
train to deviate to a different
platform at CSMT station in
Mumbai before it halted some
distance away from another
train Tuesday afternoon,
officials said. The incident,
which occurred at 3:15 PM,
affected services on the

main line of Central Railway,
causing delays. The station
master has been suspended
following the incident, said a
senior official.

B Campaign for TN
Assembly poll ends

Chennai: The high-intensity
poll campaign for the April 23
Assembly election to Tamil
Nadu ended at 6 pm Tuesday,
and the mandatory “silent
period” came into effect

48 hours ahead of the poll
date. Political parties and
candidates are barred from
holding meetings, processions
or issuing campaign-related
advertisements during the
silent period, an official said.
The model code of conduct

is already in place since

the announcement of the
assembly election and will
continue till the election
process is completed.

B MP: Five dead in
car-truck collision

Barwani: Five persons were
killed and two others suffered
serious injuries after their

car collided with a truck near
Julwania town in Madhya
Pradesh’s Barwani district
Tuesday, police said. The
accident occurred between
4.30 pm and 5 pm, they said.
“The victims came to Julwania
to fill fuel in their vehicle

as it was about to run dry.
They were part of a marriage
party from Jalgaun village,”
Julwania police station in-
charge Ramkumar Patil said.

Jaipur, Wednesday, 22 April 2026
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Pahalgam attack anvaamhesgneve Army warns terrorists

FAIR REPORT

New Delhi, April 21: The
Indian Army Tuesday issued
a stern warning to the perpe-
trators of terrorism on the eve
of the first anniversary of the
Pahalgam attack, asserting
the response is decisive when
“boundaries of humanity are
crossed” as families of the vic-
tims said they are still coming
to grips with the loss.

As a tribute to those who lost
their lives in the attack that
took place in the meadows of
Baisaran valley, a memorial
has been erected in the hill re-
sort of Pahalgam.

Built of black marble, it bears
the names of the 26 victims - 25
tourists and local ponywallah
Adil Shah - and has been con-
structed along the banks of the
Lidder river.

For the family of N Ram-
achandran, one of the tourists
killed, nothing has changed and

Students make a rangoll paying trlbute to victims of the Pahalgam terror

attack ahead of its first anniversary in Jammu

the family is yet to recover from
his untimely death.

Ramachandran, 65, on holi-
day in Kashmir with his wife,
daughter, and grandchildren,
was gunned down by terrorists
in the attack April 22 that sent
shockwaves across the country,
prompting India to launch Op-
eration Sindoor, a military re-
sponse targeting terror launch-
pads in Pakistan.

PTI PHOTO

Arathi R Menon, before
whose eyes her father was
killed, said there was nothing
more for her to say about the
tragedy.

The post, heavily symbolic,
also carried a digital poster
bearing a silhouetted image
of the map of India with the
caption “SOME BOUNDAR-
IES SHOULD NEVER BE
CROSSED.”

Groom dies 48 hours after wedding:
19-year-old killed on the spot after dumper hit

Painful accident in Kheda
village of Begun area; joy
turns into grief during
sister’s Mayra function,
villagers angry over
uncontrolled sand
dumpers

FAIR REPORT

Chittorgarh- A heartbreak-
ingroad accident was reported
on Tuesday morning from the
Begun sub-division of the dis-
trict, leaving the entire area in
shock. In Bada Kheda village
of Motipura panchayat, a
19-year-old youth, Kishanlal,
died on the spot after being hit
by a high-speed dumper loaded
with sand. He had got married
just two days ago, on April 19,
and wedding rituals at his
home were still not completed.
According to information, the
accident happened when a
Mayra function related to his
sister’s wedding was going on
at home. The house was full of

relatives, and wedding tents
and decorations were still in
place. During this time, Kis-
hanlal stepped out of the
house in a hurry to bring
something important. Just
outside the house, he was hit
by the dumper. The impact was
so severe that he got no chance
to react and died instantly. As
soon as the news spread, fam-
ily members and villagers
rushed to the spot. Seeing the
condition of the newly mar-
ried groom, the family broke
down, and the entire village
fell into silence. Just two days
ago, the house was full of cel-
ebration, but now it turned

into mourning. After the acci-
dent, the dumper driver fled
from the spot. Villagers ex-
pressed strong anger and said
that sand dumpers move reck-
lessly at high speed in the area
without any control. Despite
several complaints, no strict
action has been taken, leading
to such incidents. On receiving
information, Parsoli police
and officials reached the spot.
Police inspected the site, con-
trolled the situation, and sent
the body to Parsoli Communi-
ty Health Center for postmor-
tem. After the postmortem, the
body was handed over to the
family. Police have registered
a case and started searching
for the absconding driver. Vil-
lagers have demanded strict
control on heavy vehicles and
strong action. This tragic inci-
dent has once again raised se-
rious questions about road
safety and illegal sand trans-
portation.

Udaipur Eagles win Nuvoco Duraguard
Cement Premler League ﬁnal in Nathdwaraa

FAIR REPORT

Chittorgarh- Nuvoco Vistas
Corp Ltd organized the grand
final of “Nuvoco Duraguard
Cement Premier League” at
Mirage Stadium in Nath-
dwara, Rajasthan. The league
was part of a dealer engage-
ment initiative. A total of 64
teams from across the state
participated. The tournament
was played in knockout format
across Jaipur, Jodhpur and
Udaipur zones. After tough
matches, four teams reached
the semi-finals. The final
match was played between
Udaipur Eagles and Jaipur
Royals. Udaipur Eagles won
the title in a day-night final
match. The winning team and
its authorized dealer received
a prize of Rs 11 lakh. More
than Rs 25 lakh prizes were
distributed in the tournament.

Players were also awarded in

categories like “Best Bats-
man” and “Best Bowler”. For-
mer Indian cricketer Chetan
Sharma attended the event as
the chief guest and gave the
trophy to the winners. Chirag
Shah, Head of Marketing, In-
novation and Sales Excellence
at Nuvoco, said the league is

not just about cricket but also
about building strong rela-
tions with dealer partners. He
said Rajasthan is an important
market for the company and
such events help strengthen
connections. The event helped
improve bonding, teamwork
and trust between the compa-
ny and its dealers.

The ‘O’ in the word
‘CROSSED’ was depicted by a
bowl carrying a dash of ‘sin-
door’ (vermilion), and a tagline
at the bottom printed in crim-
son hue, read, “INDIA DOES
NOT FORGET" with a red line
drawn at the bottom.

After launching the decisive
military operation, the Indian
Army in a post on X May 7 last
year had said, “#PahalgamTer-
rorAttack Justice is Served. Jai
Hind!” along with a digital post-
er that carried the name ‘OPER-
ATION SINDOOR’. One of the
Os in ‘SINDOOR’ was portrayed
as a bowl carrying a dash of
‘sindoor’.

For the family of Lt Vinay
Narwal, the Indian Navy officer
who was among those Kkilled,
too, life hasn’t been the same.
Lt Vinay, 26, and his wife Hi-
manshi were on a honeymoon
in Pahalgam when terrorists
shot him at point-blank range.

Speaking to reporters at his

I SABARIMALA

Karnal residence, Rajesh Nar-
wal, a government employee,
said for the past one year, the
family has been grappling with
the loss.

Forty-one-year-old IT pro-
fessional Bharath Bushan
from Bangalore also fell vic-
tim to bullets while his wife
and their then three-year-old
son survived the attack.

Meanwhile, the Jammu and
Kashmir administration has
deployed additional police
and paramilitary personnel
in and around Pahalgam, with
intensified checking at multi-
ple points and heightened sur-
veillance to ensure a peaceful
commemoration Wednesday.

Senior officials said all
necessary arrangements
have been put in place for the
event, which is expected to
be attended by several politi-
cians, civil society members,
families of the victims, and
local representatives.

SC: Court can review state
curbs on rehglous practice

FAIR REPORT

New Delhi, April 21: The Su-
preme Court orally observed
Tuesday that despite limita-
tions on the power of judicial
review, it can examine if the
state prohibits a religious prac-
tice or custom in the name of
social welfare or reform.

Dealing with the vehement
submissions asking the court
to refrain from venturing into
the essential-religious-practice
arena, a nine-judge Constitu-
tion bench headed by CJI Surya
Kant said there are certain lim-
itations on the court’s power of
judicial review in such matters
but to say there is no authority
at all would be a “difficult prop-
osition to accept”.

The observations were made
by the bench on the submis-
sions of senior advocate J Sai
Deepak, who appeared in the
court for the Pandalam royal
family and the historic Shriur
Mutt, that if a religious prac-
tice is inherently beyond the
court’s jurisdiction due to its
sacred nature, the mere act of
the state recognising or “cod-
ifying” that practice through
a law does not suddenly grant
the judiciary the power to re-
view it.

The CJI told Deepak, “If the
state, in the name of social

welfare, prohibits a religious
practice, who will examine it?
We understand that there are
certain limitations, but to say
that there is no power at all,
it may also be a very difficult
proposition to accept.”
Deepak, who also repre-
sented various other Hindu
organisations in the court like
Chetana Conscience of Women,
All India Organisations of Lord
Ayyappa Temples, besides the
head priests of the Sree Pad-
manabhaswamy and Chilkur
Balaji temples, submitted that
what cannot be done directly,
cannot be done indirectly.
The lawyer told the bench,
also comprising Justices BV
Nagarathna, MM Sundresh, Ah-
sanuddin Amanullah, Aravind
Kumar, Augustine George Ma-
sih, Prasanna B Varale, R Ma-
hadevan and Joymalya Bagchi,
that a legislation should not be
used as a back door for courts
to test the “rationality” of cen-
turies-old religious traditions.

Writer Madhu Kishwar
hooked for ‘misleading’
post on social media

FAIR REPORT

Chandigarh, April 21: Ac
ademician Madhu Kishwai
has been booked on charges of
criminal defamation, promot
ing enmity and other offences
by Chandigarh police follow
ing a complaint by a resident
alleging circulation of forgec
and misleading content on so
cial media.

A Chandigarh police tean
Tuesday served notice to Kish
war in Delhi, asking her to joir
the investigation in the case.

Sarita Roy, the Station House
Officer of Sector-19 police sta
tion in Chandigarh, where the
FIR was filed, told reporters ir
the national capital that the no
tice was issued under Sectior
35(3) of the BNSS and that Kish
war has been asked to appeax
and present her side.

Kishwar and some other
social media users have beer.
booked under various sections
of Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, in
cluding 196 (criminalises acts
that promote enmity, hatred
or ill-will between groups basec
on religion, race, language), 33¢
(1) (forgery) and 356 (crimina:
defamation), and the IT Act
according to the FIR.

They have also been chargec
under Section 353 (penalises
making, publishing, or circu
lating false information that
cause public mischief...) anc
those related to cheating anc
forgery under the BNS.

According to a statement by
the Chandigarh police, a city
based complainant April 1¢
alleged that some forged anc
misleading social media posts
and video clips with obscene
text and content were being
circulated by various socia
media users, misidentifying
the person in the video.

The complainant alleged that
it is a deliberate act of creating ¢
false electronic record using ob
scene words and phrases, having
knowledge and sufficient reasor
to believe that the posts are mis
leading and false, with the intens
to cause damage or injury.

The video, which circulatec
with the intent to cause harm
to the reputation of a constitu
tional authority and to disturt
public peace and tranquillity
should be investigated, anc
appropriate action should be
taken, the complainant said.

The complainant said the
person seen in the video is ¢
travel vlogger whose wife reg
ularly posts updates about thei:
activities on social media. The
original video was shared fromr
her social media account.

Al content IabeIImg MeitY proposes tighter norms

FAIR REPORT

New Delhi, April 21: The
government Tuesday mooted
stricter disclosure norms for
Al-generated content, propos-
ing tweaks to IT rules that
would require clear and contin-
uous labels identifying synthet-
ically generated information to
be visible throughout the entire
duration of the visual display.
This would replace the ear-
lier requirement of ensuring
“prominent visibility” of Al
labels under the IT Rules.
Adding this to the draft IT
Rules amendment that, among

other changes, also proposes
to bring independent news
creators on the Centre’s ra-
dar and mandate compliance
with advisories -- the Ministry
of Electronics and IT (Meity)
has extended the deadline for
stakeholder feedback to May 7
from the once-already-extended
timeline of April 29, 2026. “In ad-

dition to the draft amendments
already placed in the public
domain, further changes have
been proposed in Rule 3(3)(a)(ii)
which requires continuous anc
clearly visible display of 1abel for
synthetically generated informa
tion throughout the duration of
the content in visual display,’
the IT Ministry said in a notice
In another notice, it said the
wording “ensures prominent
visibility in the visual display’
will be substituted with the lan
guage: “ensures continuous anc
clearly visible display of such la
bel throughout the duration of
the content, in a visual display”

“Women empowerment will not stop due to opposition”

BJP’s strong counter on Nari Shakti Vandana

BJP targets opposition on
women’s reservation
issue; MLA Kripalani says
government committed
to 33% quota, delay
politics will not work

FAIR REPORT

Chittorgarh- Amid the ongoing
political debate across the country
on women’s reservation and the
Nari Shakti Vandan Act, BJP
strongly attacked the opposition in
Chittorgarh. In a press conference
held at the BJP district office in
Ochhri, former cabinet minister

and Nimbahera MLA Shrichand
Kripalani clearly said that “women
empowerment will not stop due to
opposition” and the central govern-
ment is fully committed to giving
33 percent reservation to women.
Kripalani alleged that due to
opposition politics, the important
bill related to women’s reservation
couldnot be passed in Parliament.
He said that Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi wanted to implement
the Nari Shakti Vandan Act quick-
ly so that women can get benefits
as soon as possible. That is why
efforts were made to move it for-
ward by keeping it separate from
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the delimitation process. Accord-
ingto him, if census and delimita-
tion were waited for, women would
get its benefit only after 2029.
Speaking in detail on delimitation,
Kripalani said that it means re-
drawing the boundaries of con-
stituencies, which is necessary
accordingto changing population.
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Heexplained with data that in 1976
the country’s population was
around 54 crore, while now it has
crossed 140 crore. In such a situa-
tion, increasing Lok Sabha and
Assembly seats will make repre-
sentation more balanced. He re-
jected the concerns raised by
southern states and said that seats

will increase in equal proportion
in all states, so no state will face
any loss, rather representation
will become stronger.

He also said that currently in
some places one MP represents 8
lakh people, while in others more
than 401akh people, which clearly
shows inequality. After delimita-
tion, this gap will reduce and peo-
ple will get better access to their
representatives. At the same time,
reservation for Scheduled Castes
and Scheduled Tribes will also
increase proportionally as per
constitutional provisions.In the
press conference, MLA Chan-

drabhan Singh Akya also targeted
the opposition and said that “Nari
Shakti Vandan Act is not just a
law, but a commitment to give
equal rights to women. Opposi-
tion to it is against women’s
rights, but BJP will ensure that
women get their rights at any
cost.” BJP leaders also accused
Congress and its allied parties,
saying that by opposing this im-
portant bill, they have shown
their narrow mindset towards
women. They repeated that BJP’s
commitment is clear—there will
be no compromise on women’s
respect, safety and dignity.
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