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US Lawmakers Push for
3-Year Freeze on H-1B

Visas, Stirring Global
Workforce Anxiety

FAIR REPORT

WASHINGTON, D.C. |
POLICY DESK : A group
of Republican lawmakers
in the United States has
proposed legislation calling
for a three-year suspension
of the H-1B visa pro-
gramme, alongside a series
of stringent restrictions
aimed at overhauling the
country’s skilled immigra-
tion framework.

The H-1B visa, widely
used by technology firms
and multinational corpora-
tions to hire foreign profes-
sionals—particularly from
India—has long been a cor-
nerstone of the U.S. innova-
tion economy. The proposed
bill, however, argues that
the programme has been
misused, allegedly under-
cutting domestic employ-
ment and wages.

According to early
drafts, the legislation not
only seeks a temporary
freeze but also introduces
tighter eligibility norms,
stricter wage thresholds,
and enhanced compliance
requirements for employ-
ers. Supporters of the move
claim it is necessary to
“protect American jobs”
and reset what they de-
scribe as an imbalanced
system. Critics, including
industry leaders and immi-
gration advocates, warn
that such a pause could dis-
rupt critical sectors, espe-
cially technology and
healthcare, which rely
heavily on global talent.
They argue that restricting
skilled migration may
weaken the U.S.’s competi-
tive edge in a rapidly evolv-
ing global economy.
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A man drinks water from a public

tap on a hot summer day as a
boy looks on, in Prayagraj, Uttar
Pradesh, Saturday.

YouTuber’s Double Life Ends:

Saleem Wastik Re-
Arrested in 1995
Kidnap-Murder Case

FAIR REPORT

NEW DELHI: In a develop-
ment that has reignited a
long-dormant  criminal
case, police have re-arrest-
ed Saleem Wastik, an “ex-
Muslim” YouTuber, in con-
nection with the 1995 kid-
napping-for-ransom and
murder of a minor. Investi-
gators allege that Wastik is
the same individual earlier
identified as Salim Khan,
who was convicted in the
case before allegedly disap-
pearing after securing re-
lease on parole in the early
2000s.

The case dates back to
January 1995, when a
13-year-old boy was abduct-
ed for ransom. Despite al-
leged payment demands,
the child was killed, and
the crime sent shockwaves
through the capital at the
time. Court proceedings
eventually led to a convic-
tion, but authorities now
say the accused evaded the
system for nearly two dec-
ades. According to offi-

War of Words Escalates: RaiasthanCMLaunches
Iran Hits Back at Israel’s
‘KHAMENEI THREAT
WITH BLUNT RETORT

FAIR REPORT

New Delhi: Tensions be-
tween Iran and Israel have
sharpened dramatically
after a provocative ex-
change of statements at the
highest levels of leader-
ship, underscoring the
fragile state of regional
stability. Iranian Parlia-
ment Speaker Mohammad
Bagher Ghalibaf issued a
strong rebuttal to recent
remarks attributed to Is-
rael’s Defence Minister Is-
rael Katz, who reportedly
warned of the “end of
Khamenei’s lineage.” Re-
sponding in unusually
blunt language, Ghalibaf
dismissed the threat as re-

flective of “anger and des-
peration,” adding that such
rhetoric exposes what he
described as Israel’s strate-
gic failures. The exchange
marks a notable shift from
coded diplomatic hostility
to direct and personalised
verbal confrontation. Ana-
lysts view this escalation
as part of a broader pat-

tern of intensifying fric-
tion, where symbolic state-
ments are increasingly
used to signal political in-
tent and domestic resolve.

While no immediate
military movement has
been reported, the tone of
engagement raises con-
cerns among observers
about miscalculation in an
already volatile region.
Historically, such rhetori-
cal escalations have pre-
ceded sharper geopolitical
developments.

The critical question
now: Is this merely politi-
cal posturing—or the prel-
ude to a more dangerous
phase in the Iran-Israel
standoff?

Legal Reforms Push,
Flags Role of Retired
Judges in Justice Delivery

FAIR REPORT

JAIPUR : Rajasthan Chief
Minister Bhajanlal Sharma
on Monday underscored the
evolving role of retired judg-
es in strengthening alterna-
tive dispute resolution (ADR)
and enhancing legal aware-
ness, while addressing a con-
ference at the Constitution
Club. The event, organised by
the Association of Retired
Judges in collaboration with
the Rajasthan State Legal
Services Authority, focused
on the theme: “The Bench
Beyond Retirement: Role of
Retired Judges in Promotion
of ADR and Legal Awareness
among the Public.” High-
lighting judicial innovation,
the Chief Minister formally
launched the Rajasthan High
Court’s Uniform Registra-
tion Number System, aimed

at streamlining case identifi-
cation and improving admin-
istrative efficiency. He also
released a compilation of
scholarly articles authored
by former judges of the Su-
preme Court and High
Courts, positioning it as a
resource to deepen legal dis-
course. In a parallel move to
widen access tojustice, Shar-
ma flagged off multi-utility
vehicles designed to deliver
legal services to underserved
and remote populations. The
initiative is expected to bol-
ster outreach under legal aid
frameworks. Emphasising
speed, accessibility, and
awareness, the Chief Minis-
ter noted that institutional
reforms, combined with ex-
perienced judicial insight,
are critical to reducing pen-
dency and building public
trust in the justice system.

FIRE OR FILE WIPE? INSIDE THE RERC BLAZE THAT MAY HAVE
BURNED EVIDENCE IN A X THOUSANDS-CRORE LIGNITE RATE SCAM

Hemvraj Tikam
chand Tiwari

By Special Feature Desk

Barmer-Jaipur : A fire
inside the Rajasthan Elec-
tricity Regulatory Com-
mission has triggered
grave allegations that sen-
sitive records linked to the
Barmer lignite value
chain may have been tar-
geted for destruction. At
the centre of the contro-
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WHY IT MATTERS =1

This is no routine administrative lapse.

If records were compromisec,

it could affect:

- Tariff determination

- Discom liabilities

- Ultimately, public money running
into thousands of crores.
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| BARMER—JAIPUR

THE PROJECT & THE PATTERN =

= Barmer Lignite Power Project: 8 units of 135 MW each. S~
- Operated by Raj West Power Limited.

= Mining by Barmer Lignite Mining Company Limited
(BMLCL), outsourced to South West Mining Limited
(SWML).

= Power supplied to Discoms; tariffs set by RERC.
ut.

ining cost is a key input

THE ALLEGED CIRCULAR ARRANGEMENT:
- Despite an International Competitive Bidding (ICB) mandate,
BMLCL (effectively controlled by Raj West) proposed contracts

to SWML.

- ICB was rejected, yet SWML continued on ad hoc rates,

with year-on-year escalations.
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FAIR REPORT DEMANDS
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Chalin-of-custody

Attempts by regulators to fix rates based on SWML'’s historical
records were resisted

- When records were finally submitted, they were kept confidential.

<’

Independent probe inta

forensic audit
of the site
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pi . bidding,
and tariff filings

versy are long-pending
mining tariffs tied to the
Barmer Lignite Power
Project operated by Raj
West Power Limited, with
mining undertaken by
Barmer Lignite Mining
Company Limited and out-
sourced to South West
Mining Limited.
Stakeholders allege that
over 42 cartons of confi-
dential documents—sub-
mitted after prolonged liti-
gation up to the High
Court and Supreme
Court—were stored in the
very conference hall
where the blaze broke out.
These records reportedly
include cost data, con-
tracts, and operational
logs critical to determin-
ing the true mining rate,

which, astonishingly, re-
mains ad hoc even after 15
years of operations.

The project—8 units of
135 MW each—supplies
power to Discoms, with
tariffs set by RERC. Min-
ing cost is a key input in
these tariffs. Critics allege
a circular arrangement:
despite an International
Competitive Bidding (ICB)
mandate, BMLCL (effec-
tively controlled by Raj
West) proposed contracts
to SWML; the ICB was re-
jected, yet SWML contin-
ued on ad hoc rates, with
year-on-year escalations.
Attempts by regulators to
fix rates based on SWML’s
historical records were re-
sisted; when records were
finally submitted, they

were kept confidential.

The timing of the fire
has raised a blunt ques-
tion: accident—or an at-
tempt to erase inconven-
ient evidence?

This is no routine ad-
ministrative lapse. If re-
cords were compromised,
it could affect tariff deter-
mination, Discom liabili-
ties, and ultimately public
money running into thou-
sands of crores.

Fair Report demands:
immediate forensic audit
of the site, digital backups
verification, chain-of-cus-
tody reconstruction, and
an independent probe into
procurement, bidding, and
tariff filings.

When regulators burn,
transparency must not.

cials, Wastik resurfaced in
recent years as a YouTuber
and public commentator,
building a digital presence
while allegedly concealing
his past identity. His trail
reportedly emerged during
a fresh probe, prompting
law enforcement agencies
to reopen files and recon-
struct the sequence of
events, including possible
use of aliases and docu-
mentation gaps. The re-ar-
rest has intensified scruti-
ny of parole monitoring
mechanisms, inter-agency
coordination, and identity
verification systems. Inves-
tigators are also examining
whether procedural lapses
enabled the accused to re-
main undetected for so
long.

OpenAl
Announces
$25,000 Bounty
to Test GPT-5.5
Safety Systems
323.56 LAKH
CHALLENGE
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TECH ALERT

S .

OpenAl

BREAK THE Al — WIN THEPRIZE > GPT-5.5%y .
S NGER N

OpenAl launches global bounty on
GPT-5.5 security

N

'SHARE YOUR VIEWS
COMMENT. DISCUSS, DECIDE.

FAIR REPORT

New Delhi: OpenAl has
unveiled a $25,000 (approxi-
mately 23.56 lakh) bounty
programme aimed at test-
ing the robustness of its
latest artificial intelligence
model, GPT-5.5. The initia-
tive invites researchers,
developers, and cybersecu-
rity experts to identify vul-
nerabilities by attempting
to bypass the system’s mul-
ti-layered safety mecha-
nisms. According to the
company, the challenge is
designed as a structured
stress test, requiring par-
ticipants to demonstrate a
consistent and scalable
method to circumvent safe-
guards. While full breaches
carry the highest reward,
partial successes may also
be recognised under the
programme. The move re-
flects a broader industry
trend toward adversarial
testing, where external ex-
pertise is leveraged to
strengthen system resil-
ience. Proponents argue
that such transparency en-
hances trust and acceler-
ates improvements in Al
safety. However, critics cau-
tion that public challenges
of this nature may inad-
vertently spotlight weak-
nesses, potentially increas-
ing risk if misused. The
announcement comes
amid growing global scru-
tiny of artificial intelli-
gence, particularly con-
cerningits role in decision-
making.
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Stay Alert,
Stay Safe!
Chittorgarh
Police starts
online quizzes
on cyber and
road safety
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BE AWARE, BE SAFE | YOURSAFETY, R PRIORITY

Chittorgarh- With ris-
ing cyber frauds and
road accidents, Chittor-
garh Police has taken a
new step to spread
awareness among peo-
ple. The police has start-
ed two online quiz com-
petitions so that people
can learn how to stay

safe in daily life. The
initiative has been
launched under the

guidance of senior po-
lice officials of Udaipur
Range and Chittorgarh
district. The two quizzes
are named “Cyber
Shield” and “Road Safe-
ty”. The idea is simple—
people should not only
hear about safety but
also understand it by an-
swering questions. The
“Cyber Shield” quiz fo-
cuses on how to avoid
online frauds like fake
links, OTP scams, and
digital cheating. The
“Road Safety” quiz gives
knowledge about traffic
rules, importance of hel-
met and seat belt, and
safe driving habits. Po-
lice officials are trying
to involve everyone in
this campaign. Citizens,
students, senior citi-
zens, CLG members, and
police staff are all en-
couraged to participate.
Local police stations are
also actively promoting
it.

Taking part is easy.
People just need to open
the link, fill the form,
and answer the ques-
tions. After submitting
the form, a certificate
will be sent to their
email by the District Po-
lice Office.

Cyber Safety Quiz:
https://forms.gle/oGg-
YAhsjydaUrJWv5

Road Safety Quiz:
https://forms.gle/jPk-
sAgngPCSKUiqge7 Police
have appealed to every-
one to participate and
also encourage family
members, friends, and
students to join. The aim
is to make this aware-
ness drive a people’s
movement.

first phase focuses on

FAIR REPORT

Chittorgarh- As per the
directions of District Col-
lector Dr. Manju, the Med-
ical and Health Depart-
ment is running a special
campaign in the district to
prevent cervical cancer.
Under this campaign, girls
aged 9 to 14 years are be-
ing given the HPV (Hu-
man Papillomavirus) vac-
cine. In the first phase,
girls of 14-15 years are

being identified and vac-
cinated. A special aware-
ness program was held at
Central Academy Senior
Secondary School, Chit-
torgarh. District Repro-
ductive and Child Health
Officer Dr. Priyanka Ver-
ma informed the students
that cervical cancer is a
serious disease in women,
but it can be prevented
with timely vaccination.
She said the department is
spreading awareness and

b

encouraging girls to take
the vaccine. She explained

T

i

Highway Checkpoint Action: 158 kg

illegal doda chura seized from container illegal doda chura seized from hut

Bhadsooda police action
under Operation
‘Trinetra’; both accused
from Dungarpur

FAIR REPORT

Chittorgarh- The district po-
lice is continuously taking ac-
tion against drug smuggling. In
a major operation, Bhadsooda
police seized alarge quantity of
illegal opium doda chura from
a container during checking
and arrested two accused. Su-
perintendent of Police Manish
Tripathi said that under the
directions of IG Udaipur Range
Gaurav Srivastava, strict ac-
tion is being taken against stor-
age and transport of narcotic
substances. The action was car-

ried out under the guidance of
ASP Sarita Singh and supervi-
sion of DSP Bhadesar Vinod
Kumar. On Friday, a police team
led by Station Officer Mahen-
dra Singh set up a checkpoint
on the National Highway at
Khokhariya Khedi service road
and stopped a container. During
search, 8 plastic sacks were

=

found inside the container con-
taining a total of 158 kg 167
grams of illegal doda chura.
Police arrested two accused—
Vivek (21), resident of Paldeval,
Sadar Dungarpur, and Pankaj
(35), resident of Malchowki,
Chaurasi Jhotri, Dungarpur.
The seized contraband has been
taken under the NDPS Act and

wmm ey
71

that the HPV vaccine costs
around 5000 in the mar-

ket, but under this govern-
ment campaign, it is being
provided free of cost. Stu-
dents were also informed
about the benefits and
safety of the vaccine. In-
formation about heat-
wave and protection from
extreme heat was also
shared during the pro-
gram. Statistics Officer
Vinod Kumar Ganna edu-
cated the girls about ane-
mia. He advised them to
take iron tablets as per
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Awareness on Cervical Cancer Prevention: Girls at Central Academy School informed about HPV Vaccine

Free vaccination drive for girls aged 9-14;

center on
Wednesday,

information.

doctor’s advice and in-
clude fruits, jaggery, and
gram in their diet to pre-
vent weakness. He ap-
pealed to the girls to visit
their nearest district hos-
pital, sub-district hospi-
tal, or community health

Monday,
or Friday
with required documents
and get vaccinated. Medi-
cal Officer Dr. Aryan also
shared important health
Health

14-15 age group

workers Meena Baret and
Vimla Berwal guided the
students about vaccina-
tion and health -care.
School Principal Dr.
Paresh Kumar Nagar
said, “Healthy girls are
the foundation of a strong
society, and HPV vaccina-
tion is an important step
for their safe and bright
future.” Teachers and
staff members of the
school were also present
during the program.

Narcotics Bureau Action: 101 kg

Raid in Laxman Nagar,
Phalodi; joint search
operation based on tip-off

FAIR REPORT

Chittorgarh- Under the ongo-
ing campaign against drugs,
the Central Bureau of Narcot-
ics (CBN), Chittorgarh-2 Divi-
sion carried out a major action
and seized 101.160 kg of illegal
doda chura. The raid was con-
ducted in Laxman Nagar vil-
lage of Aau tehsil in Phalodi
district. According to informa-
tion, CBN received a tip-off
that a smuggler had hidden a
large quantity of doda chura
inside a mud hut in the area.
After getting the information,
officials made a plan and sent a

Peace talk hopes fizzle out

TRUMP CANCELS ENVOYS’ TRIP AS IRANIAN FM LEAVES PAKISTAN

FAIR REPORT

Islamabad/Washington,
April 25: President Donald
Trump cancelled a trip by two
US envoys to Iran war mediator
Pakistan Saturday, dealing a
new setback to peace prospects
after Iran’s foreign minister
flew out of Islamabad following
talks in the capital.

Trump said in a social me-
dia post that he had called off
the planned visit by his special
envoy Steve Witkoff and son-
in-law Jared Kushner, citing
what he said was tremendous
confusion within the Iranian
leadership.

“Too much time wasted on
traveling, too much work! Be-
sides which, there is tremen-
dous infighting and confusion
within their leadership. No-
body knows who is in charge,
including them. Also, we have
all the cards, they have none! If
they want to talk, all they have
to do is call!!!” he wrote.

Iranian Foreign Minister Ab-
bas Araqchi earlier left the Pa-
kistani capital without any sign
of a breakthrough in talks with

SHORT TAKES

AAP seeks defected
MPs’ disqualification

New Delhi/Chandigarh: Stung by
the multiple defections of its Rajya
Sabha members, the Aam Aadmi Party
Saturday announced that it will seek
their disqualification from the Upper
House while the rebel group hit back,
alleging corruption and ideological
decline in their former party. The seven
MPs also asserted that they have quit
the party not out of fear but due to a
growing sense of “disappointment,
disengagement and disgust” with

the existing leadership. According to
AAP sources, Punjab Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann has sought time

from President Droupadi Murmu for

a meeting, along with party MLAs, to
present his party’s stand about the
“recall” of the Rajya Sabha members
who quit Friday. Six of the seven Rajya
Sabha members who quit the AAP
come from Punjab. P8

Bengal records 93.19%
turnout in Phase 1: EC

Kolkata: The first phase of the West
Bengal Assembly elections recorded
a voter turnout of 93.19 per cent, the
highest ever in the state, the Election
Commission said Saturday. Polling
for the first phase was held April 23
across 152 Assembly segments in 16
districts, and 3.36 crore of the total
3.61 crore voters exercised their
franchise, it said. Of those who voted,
1.65 crore were women and 1.71
crore were men, it added. The highest
turnout was recorded in Cooch Behar
district at 96.2 per cent, followed by
Dakshin Dinajpur at 95.44 per cent and
Malda at 94.79 per cent. According to
data shared by the EC, the previous
highest turnout was 84.72 per cent,
recorded in the 2011 Assembly
elections, in which the TMC stormed
to power, ending the CPI(M)-led Left
Front’s uninterrupted 34-year rule.

In this photo released by the Pakistan PMO, Iran’s Foreign Minister Abbas
Aragqchi, fifth left, meets with Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif, centre, in
Islamabad, Pakistan, Saturday

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif
and other senior officials.

Araqgchi later described his
visit to Pakistan as “very fruit-
ful”, adding in a social media
post that he had “shared Iran’s
position concerning (a) work-
able framework to permanently
end the war on Iran. Have yet
to see if the US is truly serious
about diplomacy.”

Iranian media reported that
Araqchi had flown to Oman’s
capital Muscat, saying he will
meet with senior officials to
“discuss and exchange views on
bilateral relations and regional
developments”.

Tehran has ruled out a new
round of direct talks with the
United States and an Iranian
diplomatic source said Tehran
would not accept Washing-
ton’s “maximalist demands”.
Iran and US at an impasse

Washington and Tehran are
at an impasse as Iran has large-
ly closed the Strait of Hormuz,
which normally carries one-
fifth of global oil and liquefied
natural gas shipments, while
the US blocks Iran’s oil exports.

The conflict, in which a
ceasefire is in force, began with
US-Israeli airstrikes on Iran

February 28. Iran has since
carried out strikes against Is-
rael, US bases and Gulf states,
and the war has pushed up en-
ergy prices to multi-year highs,
stoking inflation and darkening
global growth prospects.

Araqchi “explained our coun-
try’s principled positions re-
garding the latest developments
related to the ceasefire and the
complete end of the imposed
war against Iran”, said a state-
ment on the minister’s official
Telegram account.

Asked about Tehran’s res-
ervations over US positions
in the talks, an Iranian diplo-
matic source in Islamabad told
Reuters: “Principally, Iranian
side will not accept maximalist
demands.”

White House press secretary
Karoline Leavitt had said the US
had seen some progress from
the Iranian side in recent days
and hoped more would come
over the weekend, while Vice
President JD Vance was ready
to travel to Pakistan as well.

Vance led a first round of
unsuccessful talks with Iran in
Islamabad earlier this month.

special team to the spot. The
CBN team, along with the local
police staff of Laxman Nagar
outpost, carried out a joint
search operation. During the
search of the suspected hut,
five bags were found, contain-
ing a total of 101.160 kg of ille-
gal doda chura. No accused was
found at the spot during the

operation. The seized material
has been taken under the NDPS
Act. The entire operation was
carried out under the guidance
of Deputy Narcotics Commis-
sioner Naresh Bundel (Kota).
Further investigation is ongo-
ing to find other accused and
links of the smuggling net-
work.

Minor girl kills self hours

after boyfriend’s

FAIR REPORT

Angul, April 25: In a tragic fall-
out of teenage love, a minor girl
committed suicide at the Sakhi
Centre on the premises of the
district headquarters hospital in
Angul Saturday, hours after her
boyfriend took the extreme step.

Sources said the 13-year-old
girl was found hanging inside
a toilet of the facility. She was a
resident of Samakoi village un-
der Sadar police limits in Angul.

Police said the minor girl
had eloped to Mumbai a few
days ago with one Benupani
Sahu, 21, of Nimidha village
in Dhenkanal district. Follow-
ing a complaint lodged by the
girl’s family, police registered
a case (272/26) and reportedly
detained the youth’s parents
prompting him to return with
the girl. Distressed over the sit-
uation, Benupani sent the girl
to arelative’s house and report-
edly committed suicide Friday.

Villagers alleged police pres-
sure contributed to the trage-
dy and demanded suspension
of officers involved. Tension
rose as locals initially refused
to release his body. Officials,

suicide

faie

including Motanga IIC Deepak
Kumar Lenka and Hindol SD-
PO Satya Kumar Nanda, tried
to pacify the crowd. The body
was eventually taken for post
mortem around 2:30pm.

After being rescued, the girl
was kept at the Sakhi Centre.
However, she went to the toilet
Saturday morning and did not
return. Authorities later found
her hanging from a shower pipe
using her scarf.

Police reached the spot, recov-
ered the body and launched an
investigation. The body was sent
for post-mortem and later hand-
ed over to the family, said Angul
police station IIC Prakash Ma-

jhi. Further investigation will

continue after the post-mortem
report is received, he said.

The incident has raised se-
rious questions about security
at the Sakhi Centre, which is
meant to be a safe shelter.

Historic Mughal astrolabe set to be auctioned in UK

These astrolabes are
works of artistry as much
as instruments of science

and many now describe
them as olden day
smartphones, Sotheby’s
reflected
FAIR REPORT

London, April 25: A rare 17th
century brass astrolabe, a hand-
held astronomical supercom-
puter, from Maharani Gayatri
Devi of Jaipur’s collection is set
to fetch millions at a Sotheby’s
auction in London next week.
The astrolabe, which forms
the centrepiece of the auction
house’s ‘Arts of the Islamic
World and India’ sale Wednes-

day, went on display this week-
end and is estimated to fetch be-
tween 1.5 and 2.5 million pounds.

Dating back to 1612, it is be-
lieved to be the largest of its
kind and was created by two
brothers for a powerful Mughal
nobleman in Lahore.

The intricate device was part
of the royal collection of Maha-
raja Sawai Man Singh IT and by
descent his wife Gayatri Devi,
Rajmata of Jaipur, before pass-
ing on into private collection.

It was commissioned by Aqa
Afzal, a really powerful Mughal
nobleman who at the time was
overseeing the administra-
tion of Lahore under Emperor
Jahangir, and the object was
clearly conceived as something
befitting a man of his consider-
able standing, the auction notes

revealed.

The craftsmanship is quite
staggering 94 cities catalogued
inside with their longitudes
and latitudes, 38 star pointers

connected by floral tracery,
five precision-calibrated plates,
and degree divisions so fine
they are subdivided down to a
third of a degree.

The inscription describes it
as an ‘asturlab-e tam’, a com-
plete astrolabe referring to the
fact that its plates carry a full 90
altitude circles, it added.

The astrolabe is inscribed
with the Persian names of the
stars and the Sanskrit names
in Devanagari script with
plates including the locations
for Mecca, Bijapur, Ajmer,
Kashmir and Lahore.

From a single brass disc, the
ancient device could be used to
tell the time, map the stars, cal-
culate the position of the sun,
find the direction of Mecca, and
navigate. This rare historic nod

to astronomy lands on the auc-
tion circuit soon after the re-
cent Artemis II space mission.

These astrolabes are works of
artistry as much as instruments
of science and many now de-
scribe them as olden day smart-
phones, Sotheby’s reflected.

According to the official lit-
erature referenced, Lahore in
the early 17th century was the
epicentre of astrolabe-making
in the Mughal world. Known as
the Lahore School, the craft was
kept within a single family and
passed down from father to son
across four generations.

The two brothers who made
this particular instrument, Qa’im
Muhammad and Muhammad
Mugim, were among the most
celebrated makers the school ev-
er produced.
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