COOLING OFF

Mahouts bathe Soman, an 85-year-old el-

ephant from Kottoor Elephant Rehabilitation
Centre, in Neyyar Reservoir on a hot summer =
day, in Thiruvananthapuram, Tuesday
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Rayj asthan Eyes Green Partnershlps as
Danish Envoy Meets Chief Minister

Jaipur: In a move signal-
ling Rajasthan’s growing
push toward sustainable
development and global
collaboration, Chief Min-
ister Bhajanlal Sharma
held a meeting with Den-
mark’s Ambassador to In-
dia, Rasmus Abildgaard
Kristensen, at the Chief
Minister’s residence.
Described as a courtesy
call, the interaction went
beyond formalities, focus-
ing on strategic areas of
cooperation including wa-
ter management, renewa-

ble energy, and the dalry
sector—Kkey pillars in Ra-
jasthan’s evolving develop-
ment framework. Both
sides explored opportuni-

o

ties to leverage Denmark S
expertise in sustainable
technologies to address the
state’s resource challeng-
es.
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Discussions also high-
lighted the importance of
green growth, with empha-
sis on sustainable agricul-
ture practices and the
adoption of circular econ-
omy models. Officials indi-
cated that such collabora-
tions could play a critical
role in enhancing efficien-
cy, reducing environmen-
tal impact, and driving
long-term economic resil-
ience in the state.

Rajasthan, which faces
recurring water stress and
climatic challenges, has

been actively seeking in-
ternational partnerships
to strengthen its infra-
structure and environmen-
tal strategies. Denmark,
known for its leadership in
clean energy and sustain-
ability, emerges as a natu-
ral partner in this context.

While no formal agree-
ments were announced,
the meeting reflects a clear
intent to deepen bilateral
engagement at the state
level, aligning local priori-
ties with global sustaina-
bility goals.

Knife Attack in Mumbai Sparks Outrage; Religious Coercion Angle Probed

FAIR REPORT

Mumbai: A disturbing
incident from the Mira
Road area has triggered
widespread concern af-
ter a video surfaced
showing two private se-
curity guards being at-
tacked with a knife, al-
legedly after they re-
fused to comply with a
religious demand.

According to police
sources, the accused—
identified as 31-year-
old Zubair Ansari—re-
portedly confronted the
guards, questioned
their identity, and al-
legedly insisted that
they recite a religious
verse. When they re-
sisted, he launched a
violent assault, leaving
both victims injured.

The video, now widely

circulated on social
media, shows the
guards pleading for

help as the attacker
continues his assault.

Officials from the
Mumbai Police con-
firmed that the accused
has been taken into
custody. The injured
guards have been ad-
mitted to a nearby hos-

pital and are reported
to be out of danger.
Authorities have
registered a case un-
der relevant sections
of attempt to murder
and other applicable
laws. Investigators are
also examining wheth-
er the act was premed-
itated and if any
broader motive or af-
filiations are involved.

The incident has reig-
nited debate over pub-
lic safety and commu-
nal sensitivity in urban
spaces. Law enforce-
ment agencies have ap-
pealed for calm, urging
citizens not to circulate
unverified claims,
while assuring that
strict action will be
taken based on evi-
dence and due process.
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SC Emphasises Rule-
Based Governance in
Religious Institutions
New Delhi: The Supreme
Court of India has under-
lined that religious institu-
tions must function within a
framework of rules and can-
not claim absolute autonomy
in matters of management.
Hearing issues related to
practices at places of wor-
ship, including the Sabari-
mala Temple, the Court ob-
served that administrative
control does not imply the
absence of regulatory norms.
The Bench noted that while
religious bodies enjoy the
freedom to manage their in-
ternal affairs, such powers
are subject to constitutional
principles and cannot justify
arbitrary or exclusionary
practices. It emphasised that
order, transparency, and ac-
countability are essential for
the functioning of institu-
tions that serve the public.
The observation comes amid
ongoing debates on access
and equality in religious
spaces. Legal experts view
the remarks as reinforcing
thebalance between religious
freedom and fundamental
rights, with the Court reiter-
ating that institutional prac-
tices must remain consistent
with constitutional values.

Gujarat’s Local Polls: A Mandate for

Continuity, a Warning for the Opposition

Hemraj Tikam
chand Tiwari

By Special Feature Desk

he 2026 local body results

I in Gujarat indicate a de-
cisive preference for con-
tinuity. Across municipalities,
nagarpalikas, and panchayats,
the BJP has secured a dominant
share of seats, reinforcing its
deep organisational reach and
booth-level machinery. The
scale of the victory suggests not

merely electoral momentum
but a consolidation of voter
trust in governance delivery.
At thelocal tier, elections are
less about rhetoric and more
about roads, water, sanitation,
and last-mile service delivery.
The BJP’s sustained presence
in these areas—backed by ad-
ministrative continuity and co-
ordinated state-local align-
ment—appears to have trans-
lated into votes. The party’s
cadre network and data-driven
campaign model also ensured
efficient voter mobilisation.
The opposition’s perfor-
mance raises harder questions.
The Congress, once a principal
challenger, continues to strug-
gle with organisational drift
and leadership coherence in the
state. Its inability to convert dis-
satisfaction—where it exists—

Nl

GUJARAT

LOCAL BODY ELECTIONS

)

DOMINANCE
— o
Winning in

90%+

seats

<10%

SEATS

ALL
OTHERS

Limited to
less than

10% .
/1

seats

CLEAR MANDATE STRONG TRUST.

into structured campaigns has
limited its electoral traction.
For the AAP, Gujarat remains
a difficult terrain. While it has
attempted to pitch a governance
alternative, its local footprint
and cadre depth are still evolv-
ing. In local body contests,

where micro-level engagement
and sustained presence matter,
episodic campaigning has not
been sufficient to dislodge an
entrenched incumbent. How-
ever, the verdict should not be
read as unconditional. High-
margin wins often mask service

gaps at the ward level—water
supply reliability, waste man-
agement efficiency, and urban
planning pressures. A domi-
nant mandate raises expecta-
tions of faster execution, trans-
parent procurement, and meas-
urable outcomes.

These results are a clear en-
dorsement of continuity, but
they also heighten the responsi-
bility of the ruling party to de-
liver tangible, time-bound im-
provements. For the opposition,
the message is unambiguous:
rebuild grassroots structures,
present credible local leadership,
and compete on delivery met-
rics—not just narratives. In Gu-
jarat’s local politics, perfor-
mance remains the decisive cur-
rency.

Decisive Governance
Push: V. Srinivas Unveils
Reform Blueprint for
‘Viksit Rajasthan’

By Hemraj Tikamchand

Jaipur: V. Srinivas, Chief
Secretary of Rajasthan,
has set in motion a compre-
hensive administrative re-
form agenda aimed at ad-
vancing the State’s ‘Viksit
Rajasthan’ vision. During
an interaction with Joint
Secretaries on Monday, he
called for accelerated poli-
cy reforms, process re-engi-
neering, and deeper adop-
tion of technology to
strengthen  governance
outcomes.

Emphasising outcome-
driven administration,
Mr. Srinivas urged offi-
cials to simplify proce-
dures, ensure time-bound
clearances, and reduce
bureaucratic delays. He

highlighted the need to

leverage digital plat-
forms to enhance service
delivery, improve trans-
parency, and enable real-
time monitoring of
schemes.

Stressing inter-depart-
mental convergence, he
underscored the impor-
tance of data-driven deci-
sion-making to boost effi-
ciency and accountability.
Officials said the interac-
tion focused on aligning
departmental priorities
with long-term develop-
ment goals, with a clear
thrust on citizen-centric
governance and measur-
able results—signalling a
decisive shift towards
performance-led adminis-
tration in the State.

Blast on Patiala Railway Track

Raises Security Concerns;
KTF Link Under Probe

FAIR REPORT

Chandigarh/Patiala: A sus-
pected improvised explosive
device (IED) blast on arailway
track near Patiala has trig-
gered fresh security concerns,
with investigators examining
possible links to the banned
outfit Khalistan Tiger Force
(KTF). According to prelimi-
nary inputs, the explosion
damaged a section of the
track but did not result in
casualties. Railway opera-
tions were briefly disrupted
as authorities cordoned off
the area and initiated repair
work. Officials from the Pun-
jab Police and central agen-
cies reached the site to collect
forensic evidence. Police
sources said four suspects
have been arrested in connec-
tion with the incident. Sei-

zures reportedly include ex-
plosive material, firearms,
and live cartridges. Investiga-
tors are also examining
claims circulating on social
media, where alleged opera-
tiveslinked to KTF have taken
responsibility for the blast.
Therole of an overseas-based
handler, identified in some
reports as operating from
Germany, is under scrutiny,
indicating a possible cross-
border coordination angle.
Authoritieshavenot yet issued
a formal confirmation on the
authenticity of these claims.
Security has been heightened
across sensitive railway instal-
lations in Punjab. Officials
stated that a detailed probe is
underway to establish the net-
work behind the attack and to
prevent any further disrup-
tion to critical infrastructure.
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Theft from temple to houses, thieves active in Chittorgarh-Nimbahera

Temple burglary and Rs 20 lakh house theft; accused seen in CCTV, questions on security

FAIR REPORT

Chittorgarh- Theft cases
are increasing rapidly in
the district these days.
Thieves are not only target-
ing empty houses but also
temples. In April, repeated
thefts in temples in the city
and house break-ins in
Nimbahera area have cre-
ated fear among people.
There is also growing an-
ger over police patrolling
and security arrange-
ments.

Temple locks broken,
theft caught on CCTV
In Chittorgarh city, a
theft was reported at
Rameshwar Mahadev
Temple in Kailash Nagar

under Kotwali police sta-
tion area on Sunday late
night. Thieves broke the
locks of the temple and
the sanctum and entered
inside. They stole silver
umbrellas placed on the
deity and donation boxes.

The incident was re-
corded in CCTV around
2:15am, where four thieves
were seen. Two of them
were inside the temple
stealing, while others
were standing outside.

On Monday morning,
priest Vinod Kumar
Choubisa reached the tem-
ple and found the items
missing. According to
him, about 350 grams of
silver umbrellas, imita-
tion jewellery (earrings

45°C Heat Forces

Change: School Timings
Cut, Anganwadi Closed

Classes from 7:30 am
to 11:00 am, Take-
Home Ration for
beneficiaries

FAIR REPORT

Chittorgarh- Due torising
heat and heatwave warn-
ing, the district adminis-
tration has taken an im-
portant decision. District
Collector and Chairperson
of District Disaster Man-
agement Authority, Dr.
Manju (IAS), has issued
orders. As per the order,
under Section 30 of the
Disaster Management Act-
2005, from April 29, 2026
until further orders, all
government and private
schools from pre-primary
to Class 12 will run from
7:30 am to 11:00 am. All An-
ganwadi centres in the dis-
trict will remain closed for

beneficiaries. Nutrition
will be given as Take-
Home Ration (THR). The
Collector clarified that all
staff of schools and An-
ganwadi centres will con-
tinue to work as per their
normal duty hours. All
heads of institutions have
been directed to strictly
follow the orders. Action
will be taken under the
Disaster Management Act-
2005 if rules are not fol-
lowed. The temperature in
Chittorgarh has crossed
45°C. Strong sunlight and
hot winds start from the
morning, making it diffi-
cult for people to go out-
side. These decisions are
seen as a relief, especially
for children. If the heat
increases further, more
steps may be taken by the
administration.

and necklace) and two do-

nation boxes were stolen.
Police reached the spot
and started investigation.
Repeated thefts in temples
have created anger in the
city.

House cleared in 13
minutes, goods worth
Rs 20 lakh stolen

In Nimbahera Kotwali
police station area, a ma-
jor theft took place at the
house of an automobile

parts businessman. The
incident happened on
Monday night around 9:30
pm in Jain Kushal Nagar,
Amaliya Bavji Road.
Businessman Ashish
Garg said that he had
gone to a nearby function
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with his family. At around
9:28 pm, a thief entered
the house and broke the
locks of cupboards and
lockers. Within just 13
minutes, he stole cash
and jewellery worth
about Rs 20 lakh.

The thief came empty-
handed and used pillow
covers from the house to
carry the stolen items. He
had covered his face with
a mask. The entire inci-
dent was captured in
CCTV.

The stolen items in-
clude four gold sets, two
gold chains, silver an-
klets and about Rs 5 lakh
in cash. A neighbor no-
ticed the broken lock and
informed the family. Po-
lice reached the spot and
collected evidence. Inves-
tigation is ongoing.

Earlier incidents also
reported

On April 25, a theft took
place in a house on Kart-

hana Phatak Road, where
goods worth about Rs 9
lakh were stolen. Earlier
on April 7, six men entered
the house of a retired
teacher in Shastri Colony,
assaulted her and looted
cash, jewellery and other
items.

Questions on security

Due to continuous thefts,
fear is increasing among
people. Traders and resi-
dents are demanding better
police patrolling and
stronger security. Police
are searching for the ac-
cused with the help of
CCTYV footage, but repeated
incidents are raising seri-
ous questions on safety in
the area.

OPIUM HIDDEN IN HOTEL, ACCUSED
CAUGHT WITH HELP OF DOG SQUAD

Action by ANTF
and Manglwad
police under
Operation
‘Trinetra’

FAIR REPORT

Chittorgarh- Police got
another major success un-
der the special campaign
Operation ‘Trinetra’
against illegal drugs in
the district. A joint team
of Manglwad police and
the dog squad raided a ho-

tel on the national high-
way and recovered illegal
opium and doda chura.
One accused was ar-
rested on the spot.
According to infor-
mation, the ANTF
(Anti Narcotics
Task Force) re-
ceived a tip-off
that illegal drugs
were hidden in a
hotellocated on the
Chittorgarh-Udaipur
National Highway. Act-
ing on this, a team led by

Station House Officer
Bhagwan
Lal

reached the spot. The dog
squad, already present
there, assisted in search-
ing the hotel premises.
During the search, the
dog squad identified a
suspicious location. From
there, police recovered
41.02 grams of opium and
267 grams of doda chura.
The accused, Devilal Ahir
(resident of Nangakheda,
Manglwad), was arrested
at the spot. Superinten-
dent of Police Manish
Tripathi said that the ac-

Fire Safety Drill at SMS Hospital Highlights
Preparedness Amid Rising Heat Risks

FAIR REPORT

Jaipur: In response to es-
calating summer tempera-
tures and heightened fire
risks, Sawai Man Singh
Hospital conducted a com-
prehensive fire safety
training session for its
staff, underscoring the ur-
gency of preparedness in
critical healthcare facili-
ties.

With temperatures in
Jaipur crossing 40°C, au-
thorities emphasised the
increased likelihood of
fire incidents, particular-
ly in high-density environ-
ments such as hospitals.
During the drill, fire offi-

cials demonstrated the
correct use of extinguish-
ers and other emergency
equipment, guiding staff

through real-time re-
sponse protocols to con-
tain small-scale fires at

the initial stage.

Hospital personnel, in-
cluding doctors, nurses,
and support staff, actively
participated in the ses-
sion, which focused on
rapid response, evacua-
tion procedures, and coor-
dination during emergen-
cies. Special attention was
given to managing risks
associated with heat-
waves, including preven-
tive measures like install-
ing coolers and air-condi-
tioning systems to reduce
overheating hazards.

Officials noted that
such training is essential
to minimise damage and

ensure patient safety, espe-
cially in institutions han-
dling vulnerable popula-
tions. The exercise also
aimed to instil confidence
among staff in handling
unforeseen emergencies
efficiently. The initiative
reflects a broader push by
local authorities to
strengthen disaster prepar-
edness across public insti-
tutions during extreme
weather conditions. As
heatwaves intensify, ex-
perts stress that proactive
safety measures and regu-
lar drills remain critical in
preventing potentially cata-
strophic incidents.

ollector flags oft development chariots,
campaign

Information of 13
departments for 15
days, problems to be
solved on the spot

FAIR REPORT

Chittorgarh- The Gram
Rath campaign, started to
ensure direct reach of gov-
ernment schemes in rural
areas, was formally
launched in the district on
Tuesday. District Collector
Dr. Manju flagged off de-
velopment chariots from
the district headquarters
for different assembly ar-
eas. The main aim of this
campaign is to take infor-
mation about government
welfare schemes to villag-
es and to solve people’s

problems on the spot. The
Collector directed officials

to interact directly with
villagers, listen to their

problems carefully and en-
sure quick solutions. She

said the success of the
campaign depends on pub-
lic participation and
awareness. The campaign
will run for the next 15
days in all five assembly
areas of the district. Un-
der this, information
about schemes of 13 de-
partments will be deliv-
ered to every village.
Farmers, livestock own-
ers, youth and women will
be encouraged to take ben-
efits of various schemes.
A route chart has been
prepared for every gram
panchayat according to
which the development
chariots will visit villages
as per schedule. Cultural
teams will also travel with

to reach every village

the chariots and spread
awareness through perfor-
mances. LED vans will
display scheme informa-
tion, and live location
along with photos and vid-
eos will be uploaded on the
departmental app. Sugges-
tion boxes are also placed
in the chariots so that vil-
lagers can give their feed-
back and help improve the
implementation of
schemes. Additional Dis-
trict Collector Prabha
Gautam, CEO Zila Pari-
shad Vinay Pathak, ACEO
Rakesh Kumar Purohit
and other officials, public
representatives and staff
were present on the occa-
sion.

tion was taken under the
instructions of Udaipur
Range Inspector General
Gaurav Srivastava. The
operation was carried out
under the guidance of Ad-
ditional SP Sarita Singh
and supervision of Depu-
ty SP Deshraj Kuldeep.
The Manglwad police
team, along with the CID
CB Udaipur dog squad,
played an important role
in this operation. Police
are now questioning the
accused to find links with

other people involved in
the network. This case
shows that smugglers are
using public places like
hotels to hide drugs. How-
ever, due to police alert-
ness and the strong detec-
tion ability of the dog
squad, such methods are
failing. Continuous check-
ing on the national high-
way is increasing pres-
sure on the smuggling
network, and police ac-
tion is weakening it fur-
ther.

UAE’s Exit Signal from
OPEC Seen as Strategic
Boost for Trump’s
Energy Narrative

FAIR REPORT

Washington/Dubai: Indi-
cations that the Organiza-
tion of the Petroleum Ex-
porting Countries may face
internal churn following
signals from the United
Arab Emirates about step-
ping away have stirred geo-
political and energy mar-
ket debates, with analysts
viewing the development
as aligning with former
U.S. President Donald
Trump’s long-standing
criticism of the oil cartel.

The UAE’s reported in-
tent to reassess its position
within OPEC comes amid
ongoing tensions over pro-
duction quotas and market
share strategies. For years,
Washington—particularly
under Mr. Trump—has ac-
cused OPEC of artificially
inflating oil prices through
coordinated output con-
trols, arguing that such
practices burden global
consumers and distort free-
market dynamics.

Experts suggest that any
visible fracture within
OPEC could weaken the
group’s collective bargain-
ing power, potentially lead-
ing to more competitive
pricing in global oil mar-

kets. This, in turn, rein-
forces Mr. Trump’s narra-
tive that dismantling or
diluting cartel-like coordi-
nation benefits energy-im-
porting nations.

However, energy econo-
mists caution against pre-
mature conclusions. The
UAE remains a significant
oil producer with deep stra-
tegic ties in the Gulf, and
any formal exit would have
complex implications for
supply stability, pricing
mechanisms, and regional
alliances.

Market observers note
that even symbolic distanc-
ing by a key member could
trigger volatility, as traders
recalibrate expectations
around supply discipline.
For now, OPEC hasnot con-
firmed any formal with-
drawal, but the signals un-
derline evolving dynamics
within one of the world’s
most influential energy
blocs.

As global energy geo-
politics enters a phase of
recalibration, the UAE’s
move—if materialised—
could mark a turning point
in the balance between na-
tional interests and collec-
tive oil diplomacy.
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