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Rajasthan pitches agri-investment
opportunities at Anmedabad meet

GV INVITES PARTICIPATION

IN GRAIM 2026

FAIR REPORT

Ahmedabad/Jaipur, Ra-
jasthan Chief Minister
Bhajan Lal Sharma on
Thursday positioned the
State as an emerging agri-
business hub, highlight-
ing its crop diversity and
policy push for value addi-
tion, while inviting inves-
tors to participate in the
Global Rajasthan Agr-
itech Meet (GRAM) 2026 to
be held in Jaipur from
May 23 to 25.

Addressing an inves-
tors’ meet in Ahmedabad,
Mr. Sharma said Ra-
jasthan’s leadership in the
production of millets,
mustard, isabgol, and
cumin provides a strong
foundation for scaling up

agri-based industries. He
noted that the upcoming
GRAM 2026 would open
avenues for investment
across food processing,
agri-parks, cold-chain lo-
gistics, drone technology,
and artificial intelligence-
driven farming.

Referring to the Cen-
tre’s policy direction un-
der Narendra Modi, the
Chief Minister said ef-
forts to modernise agri-
culture were enabling
small farmers to emerge
as stronger participants
in the market. He called

India’s Defence Exports Surge: 50,000
Crore Target by 2029 Within Reach

FAIR REPORT

New Delhi. India’s defence
sector is witnessing a sharp
upward trajectory, with the
government expressing
strong confidence that ex-
ports will surpass 50,000
crore by 2029. The projection
comes amid a sustained
push for indigenous manu-
facturing under the “Make
in India, Make for the World”
framework.

According to Defence Sec-
retary Rajesh Kumar Singh,
the country’s defence ex-
ports have already shown
remarkable acceleration. In
2025-26, exports surged by
62%,reaching 38,424 crore—
up significantly from 23,622
crore in 202425 and 21,083
crore in 2023-24. The consist-
ent growth reflects both ex-

panding global demand and
India’s increasing capability
in producing advanced de-
fence systems.

The export basket now
includes a wide range of
products—from missile sys-
tems and artillery to ad-
vanced avionics and naval
platforms—positioning In-
dia as an emerging player in
the global defence supply
chain. Strategic partner-
ships, policy reforms, and a
focus on self-reliance have

further strengthened this
trajectory. However, analysts
note that sustaining this mo-
mentum will require contin-
ued investment in research
and development, stream-
lined procurement process-
es, and competitive pricing
in a highly contested global
market. Geopolitical align-
ments and export regula-
tions will also play a decisive
role in shaping future out-
comes. India’s defence ex-
port growth is no longer as-
pirational—it is measurable
and accelerating. If current
trends hold, the 50,000 crore
milestone may not just be
achievable, but potentially
exceeded, marking a signifi-
cant shift in India’s position
from a major importer to a
credible global exporter of
defence technology.

upon investors to partner
in Rajasthan’s “agricul-
tural transformation jour-
ney,” adding that earlier
outreach events in New
Delhi and Bengaluru had
elicited interest in agri-
tech and organic farming.

The State has already
witnessed significant trac-
tion in food processing,
with over 3,500 crore in-
vested across more than
1,500 units. Plans are un-
derway to develop 39 food
parks, with land identified
at 34 locations, officials
said. In addition, Memo-
randums of Understand-
ing (MoUs) worth around
44,000 crore in the agri-
culture sector were signed
during the Rising Ra-
jasthan Global Investment

Collector’s inspection
flags service gaps

at Jaipur’s JK Lone
Hospital

Jaipur: A surprise in-
spection by Jaipur Dis-
trict Collector Sandeep
Nayak at the JK Lone
Hospital on Thursday
brought to light deficien-
cies in essential services,
with attendants of paedi-
atric patients reporting
non-availability of medi-
cines at the hospital
counter and instances of
unsatisfactory staff con-
duct. Officials said the
visit was undertaken to
review basic facilities
amid rising tempera-
tures. The Collector
toured wards, assessed
cooling arrangements
such as coolers and fans,
and interacted with car-
egivers of admitted chil-
dren to gauge on-ground
conditions.

Summit, of which approx-
imately 10,000 crore has
begun translating into on-
ground investments.

Mr. Sharma also point-
ed to improvements in in-
frastructure and energy,
including expansion of
road networks and in-
creased power capacity, as
key enablers for industrial
growth. He urged mem-
bers of the Rajasthan dias-
pora to invest in the State.

The event also marked
the formal launch of the
Ahmedabad chapter of the
Rajasthan Foundation,
alongside MoU exchanges
in dairy, food processing,
and spice processing sec-
tors, followed by an inter-
action with industry
stakeholders.

Rajasthan CM inaugurates girls’
college in Pali, underscores
focus on women’s education

FAIR REPORT
Rajasthan Chief

Pali:
Minister Bhajan Lal
Sharma on Thursday in-
augurated a newly con-
structed girls’ college at
Rohat in Pali district, re-
iterating the State gov-
ernment’s emphasis on
expanding access to edu-
cation for girls and ad-
vancing women’s empow-
erment.

The event was organ-
ised by the Rajeshwar
Bhagwan Anjani Mata
Kanya Gurukul Sansthan
as part of the institu-
tion’s 10th foundation day
celebrations. Prior to ad-
dressing the gathering,
the Chief Minister for-
mally dedicated the new
college building to the

public and  offered
prayers at the Anjani
Mata temple, seeking
prosperity and well-being
for the State.

In his address, Mr.
Sharma highlighted the
role of educational insti-
tutions in shaping an eq-
uitable society, noting
that investment in girls’
education yields long-
term social and economic
dividends. He also inter-
acted with students of
the Gurukul, discussing
ongoing government ini-
tiatives aimed at improv-
ing educational access,
enhancing skill develop-
ment, and promoting gen-
der equity.

Officials said the new
facility is expected to

strengthen higher educa-
tion opportunities for
girls in the region, par-
ticularly in semi-urban
and rural areas where ac-
cess remains limited.

The programme saw
participation from local
representatives, educa-
tors, and community
members, reflecting
growing institutional
support for women-cen-
tric educational initia-
tives in the State.

The inauguration sig-
nals a continued policy
push towards inclusive
education, with a focus
on bridging gender gaps
and creating enabling en-
vironments for young
women to pursue higher
studies.

Rahul Gandhi flags ecological and tribal
concerns over Great Nicobar project
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New Delhi. Senior Con-
gress leader Rahul Gandhi
hasraised strong objections
to the proposed develop-
ment initiative in Great
Nicobar Island, termingita
threat to the island’s fragile
ecology and indigenous
communities.

In a statement following
his recent visit, Mr. Gandhi
described the island’s for-
ests as “extraordinary” and
cautioned against large-
scale deforestation. He al-
leged that the project would
involve the diversion of
vast tracts of rainforest, po-
tentially affecting biodiver-
sity and disrupting ecosys-
tems that have evolved over
centuries.

Mr. Gandhi also ex-
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radation and displacement.

pressed concern over the
impact on local communi-
ties, including indigenous
groups and settlers, claim-
ing that their voices had not
been adequately represent-
ed in the decision-making
process. He argued that de-
velopment should not come
at the cost of ecological deg-

The proposed project in
Great Nicobar, positioned
by the government as a stra-
tegic and economic initia-
tive, includes infrastruc-
ture expansion aimed at
boosting connectivity and
maritime capabilities. Offi-
cials have maintained that
due clearances are being

obtained and that environ-
mental safeguards will be
followed. However, environ-
mentalists have echoed con-
cerns about the scale of for-
est diversion and its long-
term implications. Experts
note that the island falls
within a seismically sensi-
tive and ecologically criti-
cal zone, home to unique
flora and fauna.

The debate reflects a
broader policy tension be-
tween infrastructure-led
growth and environmental
conservation. While the
government views the pro-
ject as essential for strate-
gic and economic reasons,
critics argue that irrevers-
ible ecological costs must
be carefully weighed.

‘COUNT YOURSELF FIRST’: RAJASTHAN
LAUNCHES DIGITAL-FIRST CENSUS 2027

Hemraj Tikam
chand Tiwari

By Special Feature Desk
FAIR REPORT

Jaipur, April 30. Ra-
jasthan will commence
Census 2027 from May 1
with a digital-first archi-
tecture that officials de-
scribe as a decisive ad-
ministrative upgrade
aimed at improving data
fidelity and citizen par-

ticipation. Chief Secre-
tary V. Srinivas, in a
video message released
on social media, urged
residents to “count
themselves first” by us-
ing the newly intro-
duced self-enumeration
facility.

The self-enumeration
window (May 1-15, 2026)
will allow households to
submit details via an
online portal or mobile
application—an innova-

tion intended to mini-
mise manual errors,
standardise entries, and
accelerate processing.
The State government
has positioned the move
as part of a broader shift
towards evidence-based
governance, wherein re-
al-time, high-quality

data
budgeting, and service

informs policy,

delivery.
“Accurate data is the

backbone of welfare tar-
geting and infrastruc-

ture planning,” Mr. Srin-
ivas said, adding that the

initiative would enable
more precise allocation
of resources and im-
proved delivery of
schemes across sectors.
Departments have been
directed to undertake
awareness drives, estab-
lish facilitation centres,
and extend assisted sup-
port in low-connectivity
areas to ensure inclusiv-
ity

The digital phase will
be followed by field enu-
meration (May 16-June
14, 2026), during which
trained enumerators
will verify submissions
and cover households
unable to access the on-
line system. Authorities
have also reiterated that
census data will be han-
dled in accordance with

strict statutory confi-
dentiality norms.

Officials said the inte-
gration of technology
into the census process
reflects a forward-look-
ing administrative de-
sign—reducing duplica-
tion, enhancing audita-
bility, and creating a ro-
bust data backbone for
long-term planning.
Policy observers note
that, if executed effec-
tively, the model could
set a template for future
large-scale governance
exercises.

With its emphasis on
precision, participation,
and digital workflows,
the rollout is being
framed as a step towards
a more responsive and
future-ready Rajasthan.
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VISION INDI
INDIA SLIPS 6 PLACES

IN PRESS FREEDOM

S

FAIR REPORT

New Delhi, April 30: India
slipped six places to rank 157
out of 180 countries in the 2026
World Press Freedom Index,
published early Thursday by
the French media watchdog
Reporters Sans Frontiéres
(RSF), also known as Report-
ers Without Borders.

Last year, India was
ranked 151 in the global me-
dia independence index. In-
terestingly, Pakistan, India’s
nuclear neighbour, is ranked
153, up from 158 last year.

Norway continues to hold
the top spot as the best coun-
try for journalists for the
10th consecutive year, while
Eritrea comes in last for the
third year in a row.

However, the biggest im-

“provement in press freedom
had been in Syria following
the ouster of Bashar al-Assad
in late 2024.

While it climbed 36 plac-
es in the rankings to 141,

5 of family killed as
car catches fire in Raj

FAIR REPORT

Jaipur, April 30: Five
members of a family were
burnt alive while the driver
was seriously injured after
a car caught fire on Del-
hi-Mumbai Expressway in
Rajasthan’s Alwar district,
police said Thursday.

The incident took place
near Maujpur Wednesday
night when the victims
were returning from a pil-
grimage to Vaishno Devi in
Jammu and Kashmir.

The deceased have been
identified as Santosh, his
wife Shashi, mother Par-
vati and daughters Raghani
and Sakshi, all residents of
Chainpura in Sheopur dis-
trict of Madhya Pradesh.

Deputy Superintendent
of Police Kailash Jindal
said a short circuit is sus-
pected to have triggered
the blaze. As it was a CNG
vehicle, the fire spread fast,
leaving the occupants with
no time to escape.

“Only skeletal remains
were recovered from the ve-
hicle, which have been pre-
served separately. DNA tests
will be conducted to establish
their identity,” he said.

Norway continues
to hold the top spot
as the best country

for journalists
for the 10th
consecutive year

RSF warned that the press
freedom situation there re-
mained "very serious".

The steepest decline in
2026 was in junta-led Niger,
which has been placed at
120th, down 37 places.

RSF said, “This year, the
Index’s analysis highlights
an alarming deterioration
in the conditions for jour-
nalism in many parts of the
world, despite some isolated
improvements, as 100 out of
180 countries and territories
have seen their press freedom
score decline."

In India, the RSF said, “Ju-
dicial harassment of indepen-
dent media is intensifying,

driven by the growing use of
criminal statutes — defama-
tion and national security
laws among them - directly
targeting journalists."

The US has been ranked
at 64, down from 57 last year,
with the RSF saying, "Jour-
nalists who were already
fighting against economic
headwinds and dealing with a
crisis of public trust —among
other challenges — now al-
so contend with President
Donald Trump's systematic
weaponisation of state insti-
tutions, including funding
cuts to public broadcasters
such as NPR and PBS, polit-
ical interference in media
ownership, and politically
motivated investigations tar-
geting disfavoured journalists
and media outlets."

“Since Trump’s return to
office, journalists have also
been targeted on the ground
during protests, reflecting a
broader deterioration that
amounts to one of the most
severe crises for press free-
dom in modern US history,"
the RSF said.

For the first time in the his-
tory of the World Press Free-
dom Index, the RSF said, over
half of the world’s countries
now fall into the "difficult” or
"very serious" categories for
press freedom.

In 25 years, the average
score of all 180 countries
and territories surveyed in
the Index has never been so
low, it added.
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COMMUNICATION BOOST: A

SKELETON

SHOCKER

I FAIR REPORT

Keonjhar, April 30: Three
days after media reports and
aviral video showed a tribal
man from Patana block in
Keonjhar carrying his sis-
ter’s skeleton to a bank as
proof of death to withdraw
her money, preliminary in-
vestigations indicated that
bank staffers ‘did not co-
operate with him’, officials
said Thursday.

The state government
Thursday began the probe
into the incident where-
in Jeetu Munda, 50, was
seen carrying the skeletal
remains of his sister to
Maliposi branch of Odisha

Amend abortion law
for rape survivors: SC

FAIR REPORT

New Delhi, April 30: A mi-
nor cannot be forced to bear a
pregnancy, the Supreme Court
said Thursday while pulling
up the Centre and asking it
to amend the law to permit
rape survivors to terminate
unwanted pregnancies even
beyond 20 weeks.

Inaruling with far reaching
implications for rape survivors,
including children, and the is-
sue of autonomy over their bod-
ies, a bench of CJI Surya Kant
and Justice Joymalya Bagchi
took strong exception to a plea
by AIIMS seeking to set aside
the SCorder allowing a 15-year-
old girl to medically terminate
her 30-week pregnancy.

“Please amend your law
that when there is pregnancy
due to rape etc, then time lim-
itation will not be there. The
law needs to be organic and
in sync evolving times. Also
amend the law so that such
trials are completed within a
week. Why should the child
suffer the pending trauma of
the trial also,” the CJI said.

The court said in its impas-
sioned observations that this
is a case of child rape and the
survivor will have a lifelong
scar and trauma if termi-
nation is not allowed. If the

MINOR’S PREGNANCY

mother does not have perma-
nent disability, termination
should be carried out, it said.

“This is a curative petition.
Unwanted pregnancy cannot be
thrustona person. Imagine...she
is a child. She should be study-
ing now. But we want to make
her amother. Imagine the pain,
the humiliation the child has
suffered in this,” the bench said.

It asked AIIMS to counsel
the survivor’s parents and
said the decision has to be of
the person concerned.

“There are children for adop-
tion. In this country we have
lot of sympathies...There are
deserted, abandoned children
on the streets and even mafias
on it. We have tolook at them.
This is an unwanted pregnancy
of a15-year-old child,” it said.

During the proceedings, an
AIIMS doctor told the court
that it is not child versus foe-
tus but child versus child.

Additional Solicitor General
Aishwarya Bhati, appearing for
AIIMS, mentioned the curative
pleaand said the termination of

pregnancy is not possible.

“It will be a live baby with
severe deformities. Minor
mother will have lifelong
health issues and cannot re-
produce... This child can be
given for adoption. It has been
30 weeks now. It is a viable life
now,” Bhati said.

She also sought the court’s
permission for counselling
with the teen and her parents.

At this juncture, Justice
Bagchi said, “Who has stopped
you? What is your Parens pa-
triae (parent of the nation)
approach? Give respect to
your citizen. Show data to the
parents and if they choose to
keep it. Then so be it. But if
they think the mental health
is in jeopardy then they will
take a call. Please do not press
your curative. The curative
can come from the parents. Let
us not make a fight between
state and its citizens. Bring in
apsychiatrist and counsellor.
Let us not choose for people
capable for choosing.”

Tt is not for AIIMS, the judge
said, to choose for citizens and it
canonly render medical service.

The top court said the de-
cision on termination has to
be that of the survivor and
her parents. AIIMS, it said,
may help them take an in-
formed decision.

Hezbollah’s ‘undetectable’ fibre-optic drones

FAIR REPORT

Tel Aviv, April 30: Hezbol-
lah has launched a new weap-
on against northern Israel in
the latest round of fighting:
small drones controlled with
fibre-optic cables, the width
of dental floss that avoid elec-
tronic detection.

Many drones are suscepti-
ble to electronic jamming by
air defences. But fibre-optic
drones are not controlled re-
motely. They have a thin ca-
ble that connects an operator
directly to the drone, making
it impossible to jam electroni-
cally. However, the drones are
not infallible because the wind
—or other drones — can cause

the cables to tangle. But, “if
you know what you’re do-
ing, it’s absolutely dead-
ly”, said Robert Tollast,
a drone expert and re-
searcher at the Royal
United Services Institute
in London, explaining
how the drone can fly low
and creep up on a target.
Experts said militaries
must either intercept the
drones, which is difficult

due to their small size and
short flight path, or find
a way to snip the nearly
invisible cable. Hezbollah
— the Iran-backed militant
group in Lebanon - has
mostly been using the fibre
optic drones on Israeli sol-
diers operating in southern
Lebanon or towns on the
border. Fiber optic drones
are a relatively new threat
during the latest round of
fighting with Hezbollah. Hez-
bollah seems to have turned
to them because Israeli air
defences have been success-
ful against larger and more
powerful rockets, missiles
and other drones, said the
official, who spoke on the

condition of anonymity in
line with military guide-
lines. Ran Kochav, a former
head of the Israeli military's
air defence command, said
Israel is failing in its at-
tempts to defend against the
fibre-optic drones. “They fly
very low and very fast, and
they are very small, it's very
difficult to detect them, and
even after they’re detect-
ed, they are really hard to
track,” he said.
Fibre-optic drones were
developed to get around
detection, although they
do not have the same
range as a drone that us-
es aradio link or artificial
intelligence to navigate.
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Vande Bharat Express crosses
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Grameen Bank (OGB), caus-
ing an uproar across the
state as well as the country.
Chief Minister Mohan Cha-
ran Majhi had directed the
Northern Division Revenue
Divisional Commissioner
(RDC), Sangram Keshari Mo-
hapatra, to initiate a probe.
As part of the investiga-
tion, Mohapatra, along with
Keonjhar Collector Vishal
Singh and other officials,
visited the Maliposi branch
of OGB Thursday.
Mohapatra checked the
CCTV footage and ques-
tioned the bank officials to
ascertain the circumstances
leading to the incident, offi-
cials said. The team also vis-

Chenab Bridge during a trial run Thursday, as Union Railway Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw flags off the train service between Jammu and Srinagar. Regular services will commence May 2
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ited Dianali village under the
block and questioned Jeetu
Munda, who had carried the
skeleton of his sister Kalara
Munda, 56, to the bank. Mo-
hapatra said preliminary

PTI PHOTO

investigation suggests
that the “bank was at
fault” and stringent action
will be taken against the
officials responsible for
the entire episode.

“I spoke to the bank offi-
cials and Jeetu. Preliminary
findings indicate that the
bank is at fault. Munda and
his sister had visited the
bank several times in the
past and withdrawn mon-
ey. Munda is not illiterate,
but he is ignorant about
the banking procedures,”
Mohapatra told reporters.

“As there is no audio
version of the CCTV foot-
age, we are unable to ascer-
tain what exactly the bank

Trump floats new
plan for Hormuz

FAIR REPORT

Washington, April 30: US
President Donald Trump
Thursday floated a new plan
to reopen the Strait of Hor-
muz, a senior official said.
Under the plan, the US
would continue its blockade
on Iranian ports, while co-
ordinating with allies to im-
pose higher costs on Iran’s
attempts to subvert the free
flow of energy, accordingtoa
senior administration official.
Trump is weighing multi-
ple diplomatic and policy op-
tions to push Iran to end its
chokehold on the waterway,
said the official, who spoke
on condition of anonymity
because they were not autho-
rised to comment publicly.

staff told him. Munda was
present in the bank from
11:26am to 11:58am. During
this time, he met the bank
manager twice and returned
aggrieved,” the RDC said.

On Tuesday, a day after the
incident, the Indian Overseas
Bank (I0B) had said the epi-
sode appears to have arisen
due to a lack of awareness
of the claim settlement
process, and the individu-
al's unwillingness to accept
the procedures explained
by the branch manager.

Meanwhile, a Congress
delegation led by former
OPCC president Niranjan
Patnaik met Jeetu earlier
in the day.

Initial probe reveals bank at fault

India’s first Zinc Mark site: Chanderiya

Smeltergets g

FAIR REPORT

Udaipur: Hindustan Zinc
Limited has achieved a ma-
jor milestone as its Chand-
eriya Lead Zinc Smelter
(CLZS) became the first site
in India to get Zinc Mark
validation. The recognition
has been given under the
framework of The Copper
Mark after a detailed inde-
pendent assessment. The
company said CLZS suc-
cessfully met all required
standards during the evalu-
ation process. These includ-
ed performance in emis-
sions control, energy and
water efficiency, waste
management, biodiversity
protection, worker safety
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and human rights. Zinc
Mark is an international
certification that checks
performance on environ-
mental, social and govern-
ance (ESG) standards at the
site level. At a time when
global demand for responsi-

bly produced metals is in-
creasing, this achievement
strengthens CLZS’s posi-
tion as a trusted and re-
sponsible producer. CEO

Arun Misra said the
achievement is not just a
milestone but a reflection

lobal recognition

of the company’s future di-
rection. He said the compa-
ny is focused on transpar-
ency, accountability and
global ESG standards, help-
ing position India as a reli-
able supplier of sustainable
metals. Hindustan Zinc has
also received global recog-
nition for its sustainability
efforts. It has been ranked
as the world’s most sustain-
able metals and mining
company for the third con-
secutive year in the 2025 as-
sessment by S&P Global.
The company is also India’s
first mining firm to join the
International Council on
Mining and Metals, align-
ing itself with global best
practices.

Wonder Cement’s initiative improving

governmen

72.61 crore support
for 15 schools under
CSR; classrooms, labs
and sports facilities to
be developed

FAIR REPORT

Chittorgarh: In the field
of education, the initiative
of Wonder Cement is show-
ing positive impact in the
district. Along with indus-
trial growth, the company
is also fulfilling its social
responsibility by contrib-
uting to the development
of government schools. Un-
der its ‘Neev’ initiative, the
company has provided 2.61
crore for 15 government
schools as part of its Cor-
porate Social Responsibil-
ity (CSR) program. With
this support, development
works worth 6.53 crore will
be carried out, improving
basic infrastructure and
learning environment in
schools. This initiative was
also supported by Chand
Kriplani (MLA, Nimba-
hera). Unit Head Nitin Jain
handed over the amount to

o

District Education Officer
Pramod Dashora and Ad-
ditional District Project
Coordinator Rajendra Ku-
mar Sharma. Under this
plan, construction of class-
rooms, basketball courts,

toilets, entrance gates,
domes and pathways will
be done in 13 government
schools and 2 Kasturba
Gandhi residential schools
for girls. This will improve
both infrastructure and the
overall learning atmos-
phere. The company’s sup-
port is not limited to con-

schools in Chittorgarh

struction. It also includes
smart classrooms, comput-
er labs, furniture, electric-
ity facilities, CCTV camer-
as, playground develop-
ment and plantation.
Eklavya knowledge centers
are also being set up to pro-
vide better learning re-
sources to students. Unit
Head Nitin Jain said the
goal is not just construc-
tion, but to develop govern-
ment schools into quality
education centers with
modern facilities. District
Education Officer Pramod

=/

Dashora appreciated the ef-
fort and said that the initia-
tive has already brought
visible changes in schools.
The increase in student en-
rollment this academic ses-
sion shows that coopera-
tion between government
and private sectors can
bring real improvement in
education. This initiative
by Wonder Cement is a
strong example of CSR and
is expected to play an im-
portant role in shaping the
future of thousands of stu-
dents in the district.
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