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Dutch Warship Docks in Kochi, Signalling

Stronger M

FAIR REPORT

New Delhi: A frontline
warship of the Royal Neth-
erlands Navy, HNLMS De
Ruyter (F804), arrived at
Kochi on May 4, 2026, un-
derscoring the growing
maritime engagement be-
tween India and the Neth-
erlands. The vessel belongs
to the advanced De Zeven
Provincién-class, known
for its air-defence and mul-
ti-role combat capabilities.

The port call coincides
with the visit of a high-
level Dutch delegation led
by Major General (Royal
Marines) Rob de Wit, Dep-
uty Commander of the

One Vote That
Rewrote History:
Tamil Nadu Result
Becomes Powerful

Democratic Lesson
FAIR REPORT

New Delhi: The results of
the recent State elections
have delivered dramatic ver-
dicts across the country, but
one constituency in Tamil
Nadu has captured the na-
tion’s imagination for an al-
together different reason —
the sheer power of a single
vote. In a contest where
more than 166,000 ballots
were cast between the two
leading candidates, victory
was ultimately decided by
just one vote. The razor-thin
margin has not only altered
the political landscape of
the constituency but also
sparked a wider reflection
on the essence of democrat-
ic participation. Election of-
ficials confirmed that every
vote was meticulously
counted, with the final tally
underscoring the profound
impact an individual voter
can have. In an era often
marked by voter apathy, the
result stands as a stark re-
minder that no vote is insig-
nificant. The image of the
final count — now widely
circulating — has quickly
become symbolic of democ-
racy at its most fundamental
level. Educators and com-
mentators have suggested it
should serve as a teaching
tool in classrooms.

Royal Netherlands Navy,
along with Marisa Gerards.
The delegation is currently

engaging with officials at
the Southern Naval Com-
mand in Kochi.
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Defence officials indi-

cated that the visit is part
of ongoing efforts to en-

aritime Ties with India

hance bilateral naval coop-
eration, including joint
exercises, interoperability,
and exchange of best prac-
tices. The presence of a
modern European frigate
at an Indian naval hub
highlights shared strategic
interests in ensuring mari-
time security and stability
in the Indian Ocean Re-
gion.

The visit is expected to
further consolidate de-
fence ties, reflecting a
broader convergence of
interests between New
Delhi and The Hague in an
increasingly dynamic geo-
political landscape.

Rajasthan Duo Drives Bengal Breakthrough: Bhajan Lal
Sharma, Rajendra Rathore Emerge as BJP’s Key Strategists

FAIR REPORT

New Delhi: In a striking
political turnaround in
West Bengal, the Bharatiya
Janata Party’s performance
in key constituencies has
brought two leaders from
Rajasthan into sharp na-
tional focus — Chief Minis-
ter Bhajan Lal Sharma and
senior leader Rajendra
Rathore. Sharma’s cam-
paign trail in Bengal proved

remarkably effective, with
the BJP securing victory in
all six constituencies where
he addressed rallies and
roadshows. His targeted
outreach and calibrated
messaging are being cred-
ited with energising the
party’s ground cadre and
consolidating voter support
in crucial pockets. Equally
significant was the role
played by Rajendra Rathore,
who spearheaded election

Vietnam President To Lam’s
India Visit Signals Strategic
Depth, Cultural Bond

FAIR REPORT

India on Tuesday ex-
tended a warm and em-
phatic welcome to To Lam,
General Secretary of the
Communist Party of Viet-
nam and President of Viet-
nam, marking a signifi-
cant moment in bilateral
relations. His visit, coming
within a month of assum-
ing office, is being viewed
as aclear indication of the
priority Hanoi places on
its partnership with New
Delhi. Accompanied by a
high-level delegation,
President To Lam’s choice
to begin his India visit
from Bodh Gaya has added

a profound symbolic di-
mension. The sacred site,
associated with the en-
lightenment of Lord Bud-
dha, underscores the deep-
rooted civilisational and
spiritual ties shared be-
tween the two nations. Of-
ficials noted that the visit
is expected to further
strengthen cooperation
across strategic, econom-
ic, and cultural domains,
amid evolving regional dy-
namics in the Indo-Pacific.
India and Vietnam, both
key stakeholders in the re-
gion, have steadily expand-
ed engagement in defence,
trade, and connectivity.

management in high-stakes
constituencies such as Bha-
banipur. Stationed on the
ground for months,
Rathore’s meticulous plan-
ning and booth-level strate-
gy are widely seen as pivotal
in reshaping electoral out-
comes in favour of the BJP.
Party insiders point to a
broader Rajasthan-led or-
ganisational push, involv-
ing senior leaders and mi-
cro-level coordination, as a

decisive factor behind the
results. From strategic
oversight to grassroots mo-
bilisation, the combined ef-
forts created a robust cam-
paign architecture. The
Bengal results, beyond elec-
toral numbers, highlight a
narrative of cross-state po-
litical synergy — with Shar-
ma and Rathore emerging
as central figures in script-
ing a high-impact political
chapter for the BJP.

At Bambori Chaupal, Bhajan Lal
Sharma Signals a Grassroots
Blueprint for a Modern Rajasthan

FAIR REPORT

New Delhi: In the dusty
heartland of Pratap-
garh, a village chaupal
in Bambori this week of-
fered more than optics—
it revealed a governing
method. Chief Minister
Bhajan Lal Sharma
chose conversation over
ceremony, sitting with
women who spoke not in
policy jargon but in lived
change: higher incomes,
steadier livelihoods, and
a widening sense of
agency under schemes
such as the “Lakhpati
Didi”.

The scene was quin-
tessentially local yet po-

litically instructive.
Folk artists welcomed
the Chief Minister with
the traditional Gair
dance; Sharma stepped
into the circle, briefly
dissolving the distance
between state and citi-
zen. Symbolism aside,
the substance lay in
what followed—direct
feedback loops, on-the-
spot reviews, and a close
look at the “Gram Rath”,
a mobile interface for
services and awareness.

For a state seeking to
pivot from welfare deliv-
ery to wealth creation at
the last mile, the Bam-
bori model is instruc-

tive. It aligns women-led
self-help networks with
market linkages, stitch-
es digital outreach to
physical access, and
treats villages as sites of
enterprise rather than
endpoints of subsidy.

If scaled with disci-
pline, such chaupals
could become Ra-
jasthan’s quiet reform
engine—turning  dis-
persed gains into a co-
herent rural transfor-
mation, and, over time,
narrowing the distance
between a traditional
hinterland and a mod-
ern, opportunity-rich
state.

Decisive Battle Lines Drawn: Rajasthan
Braces for High-Stakes Local Body Elections

FAIR REPORT
By Hemraj Tikamchand

New Delhi: Political tem-
peratures are rising
sharply across Rajasthan
as preparations intensify
for the upcoming local
body elections, widely
seen as a crucial test of
grassroots strength for
all major parties. The
polls are expected to cov-
er municipal corpora-
tions, municipal coun-
cils, nagar palikas, and
panchayati raj institu-
tions, making them one
of the most extensive
electoral exercises in the
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state. The ruling govern-
ment led by Chief Minis-
ter Bhajan Lal Sharma
has activated its organi-

delivery  of

welfare

sational machinery, fo-
cusing on booth-level
management, beneficiary
outreach, and last-mile

schemes. Key urban cen-
tres like Jaipur, Jodhpur,
Kota, and Udaipur are ex-
pected to witness intense
triangular contests.

On the other hand, the
opposition, led by Ashok
Gehlot and Govind Singh
Dotasra, is building its
campaign around local
civic issues such as water
scarcity, sanitation, un-
employment, and rising
urban congestion. Inter-
nal surveys and feedback
mechanisms are being
used by both sides to
identify strong candi-

dates and minimise rebel-
lion during ticket distri-
bution.

Sources indicate that
caste equations, youth
participation, and women
candidates will play a de-
cisive role in shaping out-
comes. Political observ-
ers believe these elec-
tions will not only deter-
mine control over urban
and rural local bodies but
also set the tone for Ra-
jasthan’s political narra-
tive in the coming years,
making this contest far
more significant than
routine civic polls.

RAJASTHAN BETS ON PARTNERSHIPS TO
DRIVE CHILD-CENTRIC GROWTH AGENDA

Hemraj Tikam
chand Tiwari

By Special Feature Desk

In a significant push to-
wards inclusive develop-
ment, UNICEF India has
reinforced its engagement
with the Government of
Rajasthan, underlining
the role of strategic part-
nerships in advancing the
vision of a “Viksit Ra-
jasthan”. Cynthia McCaf-

frey, India Representative
of UNICEEF, met V. Srini-
vas along with senior de-
partmental secretaries in
Jaipur to discuss expand-
ing collaboration focused
on children and women.
The discussions centred
on strengthening deliv-
ery systems in health,
nutrition, education, and
child protection, while
also leveraging Ra-
jasthan’s governance in-
novations for wider repli-
cation.

Officials indicated that
the meeting reviewed on-
going programmes and
explored scaling up suc-
cessful models across dis-
tricts, particularly in un-
derserved regions. Em-
phasis was also placed on

convergence between de-
partments to ensure last-
mile impact and measur-
able outcomes.

Rajasthan, which has
made notable gains in sev-
eral human development
indicators in recent years,
is increasingly being posi-
tioned as a laboratory of
governance innovations.
Both sides stressed the im-
portance of knowledge-
sharing and evidence-
based policymaking to
amplify impact.

The renewed engage-
ment signals a sharper
focus on partnerships as a
cornerstone of policy ex-
ecution, with children and
young people placed at the
centre of the state’s devel-
opment roadmap.
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ALERT | ATS Cracks Suspected Anti-Police Conspiracy in UP

Uttar Pradesh ATS Arrests
Two Over Alleged Terror Plot

LUCKNOW

UP Begins
Digital
Census Self-
Enumeration

Uttar Pradesh will begin
online self-enumeration
for Census 2027 from May
7, allowing household
heads to fill forms digitally
before field surveys begin.
Citizens can submit
details through the official
portal using mobile-based
registration and OTP
verification. Around 34
questions related to hous-
ing and family details will
be included in the first
phase of the census exer-
cise. Officials said the
digital process aims to
improve accuracy and
participation in India’s first
fully digital census.

PRAYAGRAJ

HC Clarifies
Use of
‘Honourable’
Title

The Allahabad High Court
has clarified that the
honorific “Honourable” or
“Hon’ble” must be used
only for constitutional
functionaries such as
judges, ministers, and
Members of Parliament.
The court observed that
civil servants, regardless
of rank, are not entitled to
use the title. The observa-
tion came during a hear-
ing related to official pro-
tocol and the use of
honorifics in public com-
munication. The ruling
reinforces the distinction
between constitutional
office holders and admin-
istrative officials.

JAUNPUR
Criminal
Injured in
Jaunpur
Encounter

A wanted criminal was
injured and arrested dur-
ing a police encounter in
Jaunpur’s Sarai Khwaja
area, while his accomplice
escaped under the cover
of darkness. Police said
two bike-borne suspects
tried to flee during check-
ing on the Malhani-
Koiridih road. After their
motorcycle skidded, the
accused allegedly opened
fire on police. In retaliatory
firing, Krishna Yadav alias
Golu was injured. Police
recovered a .315 bore pis-
tol, cartridges, and a
motorcycle from his pos-
session.

LUCKNOW

Potato
Farmers Hit by
Oversupply
Crisis

High potato production
and weak demand from
other states have pushed
farmers in Uttar Pradesh
into distress, with prices
falling sharply across
major potato belts. Cold
storages are overflowing,
forcing many farmers to
keep produce in open
fields and roadside areas.
Farmers say they are
unable to recover even
basic cultivation costs due
to low market prices.
Experts believe poor inter-
state demand and lack of
processing facilities have
worsened the crisis, leav-
ing many growers strug-
gling financially.

BALLIA

Seven Caught
Cheatingin
JNCU Exams

Flying squad teams of
Jananayak
Chandrashekhar
University caught seven
students cheating during
semester examinations in
Ballia on Wednesday. Four
students at Satish
Chandra College and one
at Swaminath
Mahavidyalaya were found
using mobile phones,
while two others at
Hiranand PG College,
Rasra, were caught with
cheating material.

UP State Bureau
LUCKNOW

The Uttar Pradesh Anti-
Terrorism Squad (ATS) has
arrested two suspects for alleg-
edly planning attacks on police
personnel and sensitive loca-
tions in Gorakhpur and
Barabanki, officials said on
Wednesday. The arrests were
made after intelligence
agencies received inputs
regarding suspicious activities
and possible links with radical
elements operating through
social media and encrypted
communication platforms.
According to ATS officials,
the accused were allegedly in
contact with handlers con-
nected to Pakistan-based oper-
atives and criminal networks.
Investigators claimed the duo
had been radicalised online
and were gathering informa-
tion about police establish-
ments, crowded public places,
and important government
locations in Uttar Pradesh.
Officials said the suspects were

Al GENERATED

allegedly preparing to disturb
law and order through tar-

geted attacks.
During raids conducted by
ATS teams, authorities

recovered weapons, ammuni-
tion, mobile phones, digital

devices, and several docu-
ments from the possession of
the accused. Preliminary inter-
rogation reportedly revealed
that the suspects used
encrypted messaging applica-
tions to communicate with

their handlers and receive
instructions. Security agencies
are now probing whether the
arrested men were part of a
larger network operating
across different states.
Officials stated that the

Suspects accused of
planning attacks on
police establishments
in Gorakhpur and
Barabanki
S
timely operation helped avert
a possible major security
threat in the state. The ATS has

registered a case under sec-
tions of the Bharatiya Nyaya

Sanhita, Arms Act, and
Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act. Further

interrogation and raids are
underway to identify other
people linked to the alleged
conspiracy.

The arrests have prompted
security agencies to intensify
surveillance at sensitive loca-
tions across Uttar Pradesh,
especially in districts con-
sidered vulnerable from a law-
and-order perspective. Senior
officials said strict action
would continue against anti-
national and extremist activ-
ities in the state.
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Taste of UP: Yogi Govt’s
ODOC Plan to Turn Every
District’s Signature Dish

&7
e

UP State Bureau
LUCKNOW

The Yogi Adityanath govern-
ment has launched an ambitious
initiative to showcase Uttar
Pradesh’s rich culinary heritage
by giving every district a unique
food identity under the newly
approved “One District One
Cuisine” (ODOC)  scheme.
Inspired by the successful ODOP
model, the programme maps
the traditional dishes of all 75
districts and aims to promote
them nationally and interna-
tionally as the “Taste of UP”

The initiative highlights iconic

delicacies including Agra’s
Petha, Mathura’s Peda,
Varanasi's Lassi, Jaunpur’s
Imarti, Lucknow’s Malai

Makhan and Meerut’s Gajak.
Regional flavours from Braj,
Awadh, Bundelkhand and

From Agra’s Petha
to Banaras'’s Lassi,
Uttar Pradesh aims
to blend culture

e

Purvanchal will now be pro-
moted on a unified platform.

Officials believe the scheme
will strengthen tourism while
creating employment opportun-
ities for local halwais, artisans,
food vendors and entrepre-
neurs. Tourists visiting different
districts will also be encouraged
to explore their famous cuisines
as part of the travel experience.
The government is now focusing
on better packaging, branding
and marketing strategies to take
these traditional dishes to global
markets, further enhancing
Uttar Pradesh’s cultural and
economic identity.

Seven Convicted in Double Murder
Linked to Election Rivalry

UP State Bureau
AZAMGARH

A court in Uttar Pradesh’s
Azamgarh district has sen-
tenced seven people to life
imprisonment in a double
murder case linked to political
rivalry during local elections.
The verdict came after the
court found all accused guilty
of murdering two individuals
amid escalating tensions con-
nected to village-level electoral
disputes.

According to prosecution
officials, the incident had cre-
ated panic in the area after the
victims ~ were allegedly
attacked and killed over long-
standing rivalry during the
election period. Police regis-
tered a case soon after the
murders and carried out an
extensive investigation, lead-
ing to the arrest of the accused.

Azamgarh court
awards life
imprisonment in
politically motivated
killing case

EEee——

During the trial, the pros-
ecution presented witness tes-
timonies, forensic evidence,
and other supporting docu-
ments before the court. After
hearing both sides, the court
convicted all seven accused
and awarded life imprison-
ment along with financial
penalties.

FATHER-SON GET LIFE
TERM FOR MURDER

FATEHPURI A court in
Uttar Pradesh’s Fatehpur
district has sentenced a
father and son to life
imprisonment for murder-
ing a youth after a violent
dispute. The court found
both accused guilty based
on witness statements,
investigation reports, and
evidence presented during
the trial. Along with life
imprisonment, the court
also imposed a fine on the
convicts. Police said the
case was thoroughly inves-
tigated after the incident
triggered tension in the
area. Family members of
the deceased welcomed
the verdict and called it jus-
tice after a long wait.

India’s Largest
Ammunition
Factory to
Come Upin
Lucknow

UP State Bureau
LUCKNOW

Lucknow is set to get one of the
country’s largest ammunition
manufacturing units under the
Uttar ~ Pradesh  Defence
Industrial Corridor. British
arms manufacturer Webley &
Scott will establish the
advanced facility in the
Lucknow node with an initial
investment of around z100
crore, which may rise to 2300
crore over the next three years.
The plant will manufacture
defence-grade ammunition for
the Indian Army, paramilitary
forces, and authorized security
agencies. Production of car-
tridges of multiple calibres is
expected to begin by 2027.

Akhilesh Alleges ‘Election

Dishonesty’ by B

UP State Bureau
LUCKNOW

Samajwadi Party president and
former Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Akhilesh Yadav on
Wednesday  accused  the
Bharatiya Janata Party of
manipulating elections and mis-
using the system to remain in
power. Speaking in Lucknow,
Akhilesh claimed he possesses
“hundreds of videos and
bundles of complaints” related
to alleged irregularities during
elections and bypolls in differ-
ent parts of the country.

The SP chief alleged that
despite the INDIA alliance per-
forming strongly in the Lok
Sabha elections, unfair practices
were adopted against opposi-
tion parties. Referring to places
such as Chandigarh and
Kundarki, he accused the BJP of
following what he described as

SP chief claims he
has videos and
complaints as proof
of poll irregularities

e

a  “10-number model” to
influence  poll  outcomes.
Akhilesh also raised concerns
over bypolls in Kundarki and
Rampur, alleging the presence

JP

of a “multi-layer election mafia”

and claiming votes were
manipulated. He  further
demanded greater transpar-
ency in the electoral process
and called for live telecast of
vote counting to strengthen
public trust in democracy.

The former chief minister
said the opposition alliance
would continue its fight to “save
democracy and the
Constitution.”

UP Homebuyers Get Big
Relief in Flat Transfer Rule

UP State Bureau
LUCKNOW

Homebuyers in Uttar Pradesh
have received major relief after
UP RERA introduced new
rules capping builder charges
on flat transfers. Under the
revised regulations, builders
can now charge a maximum
processing fee of only 1,000
for transferring flats to legal
heirs or family members after
the death of an allottee.

Earlier, many builders alleg-
edly charged hefty amounts
ranging from 3200 to 1,000
per square foot, causing
transfer costs to reach  25-30
lakh in some cases. UP RERA
Chairman Sanjay Bhoosreddy
said the authority found such
charges unfair once the orig-
inal flat amount had already
been paid by the buyer.

The new provisions also fix a
maximum transfer fee of
325,000 when the property is
transferred to a non-family

NDPS accused missing after bail, police searching

Heirs can now
transfer flats for
just 1,000 as UP
RERA caps builder

charges
S

member. Authorities clarified
that builders will not be
allowed to execute a fresh sale
or lease agreement in such
cases.

To complete the transfer
process, legal heirs will need
documents such as a death
certificate, succession certifi-
cate, and no-objection certifi-
cates from other heirs.

S :

his Varanasi visit.

CM Yogi Adityanath offered prayers at Kashi
Vishwanath Temple and Kaal Bhairav Temple, pray-
ing for public welfare and greeting devotees during

Free Computer
Training
Empowering
0BC YouthinUP

UP State Bureau
LUCKNOW

The Yogi Adityanath government
is expanding digital empower-
ment among backward class
youth through its free computer
training scheme for OBC stu-
dents. In 2025-26, over 29,000
economically weaker
Intermediate-pass boys and girls
received training in O Level and
CCC computer courses through
NIELIT-recognized institutes.
The scheme covers youth whose
family income is 31 lakh or less
annually. The government bears
training costs and also refunds
eligible candidates directly after
verification. With 299 institu-
tions selected across Uttar
Pradesh, the initiative aims to
improve technical skills, enhance
employment opportunities and
promote self-reliance among
OBC youth in the digital era.

Five Dead, Several Injured
in Road Accidents Across UP

UP State Bureau
BALLIA/PRAYAGRAJ

A wave of tragedy struck Uttar
Pradesh after two separate
road accidents related to wed-
ding functions claimed five
lives and left several others
injured on Wednesday.

In Ballia, four people,
including three female dancers
of an orchestra troupe, were
killed after a magic van over-
turned on the Manjhi-Chhapra
highway near Inai village.
Moments later, a speeding
truck coming from the oppo-
site direction ran over passen-
gers who had fallen onto the
road. The troupe was
reportedly returning from a
wedding performance in Bihar
when the accident occurred.
Four injured persons were
rushed to a hospital in Chapra
for treatment.

In another incident in
Prayagraj, an uncontrolled

—

Wedding
Celebrations Turn
Tragic in Two
Separate Road
Accidents

IEEee——

vehicle rammed into a wed-
ding procession, killing one
person and injuring five
others. According to reports,
panic erupted at the scene as
locals and police rushed to res-
cue the victims and shift them
to nearby hospitals for medical
treatment. Both accidents trig-
gered chaos and grief among
families attending the mar-
riage ceremonies.

IPSC Under-14 Girls Football Tournament Begins in Chittorgarh

Got 30-day interim bail on medical
grounds, did not return to jail on time

FAIR REPORT

Chittorgarh- An NDPS Act
accused, Govardhan Jat,
who was lodged in the dis-
trict jail, has gone missing
after coming out on interim
bail. The accused, a resident
of Kapasan, got interim bail
from the Rajasthan High
Court on medical grounds
but did not return to jail as
per the conditions. Accord-

géﬂ% ﬁﬂﬂmﬁﬁrﬂiﬁm ‘

ingto information, the court
granted him 30 days of in-
terim bail from March 18 to
April 6. He was required to
report back to Chittorgarh
district jail by 5 PM on April
5, but he did not return. This

clearly shows he violated the
bail conditions and abscond-
ed. Govardhan Jat is already
facing a case under the
NDPS Act, which is current-
ly under trial in court. He
was arrested in 2025 by Nim-
bahera Kotwali police while
smuggling narcotics. Since
then, he was in judicial cus-
tody in Chittorgarh district
jail. After he went missing,
the jail administration im-

mediately informed the po-
lice. Jail guard Vedram, son
of Shobharam Chaudhary,
filed a case against him at
Kotwali police station. The
report states that the ac-
cused failed to appear in jail
on the fixed date and time
and absconded. The investi-
gation has been assigned to
ASI Arjun Lal Gurjar. Police
are currently searching for
the accused.

Sainik School hosts event; Chittorgarh wins opening match 6-1

FAIR REPORT

Chittorgarh- The All India
IPSC (Indian Public Schools
Conference) Under-14 Girls
Football Tournament start-
ed on Wednesday at Sainik
School Chittorgarh. The
chief guest of the opening
ceremony was Acting Prin-
cipal Lt. Col. Parul Srivas-
tava. She encouraged the
players and officially opened
the tournament. Adminis-
trative Officer Major C.
Sreekumar, Senior Master
Omkar Singh, and  coor-
dinator  Vikas  Chan-

draprakash Goyal wel-
comed the chief guest. A
march past was held under
the leadership of School
Vice Captain Cadet Karan
Joharar, and the chief guest
took the salute. Players also
took an oath to play with
fairness, discipline, and true
sports spirit. PRO Babulal
Shivran said that seven re-
puted schools from across
the country are participat-
ing. These include Motilal
Nehru School of Sports
(Rai, Haryana), Sanskar Val-
ley School (Bhopal), Scindia
Kanya Vidyalaya (Gwalior),

Hyderabad Public School
(Begumpet), Sainik School
Chittorgarh,  Pinegrove
School (Solan), and Vidya
Devi Jindal School (Hisar).
On the first day, host Sainik
School Chittorgarh defeated
Pinegrove School Solan 6-1.
In another match, Motilal
Nehru School of Sports Rai
beat Sanskar Valley School
Bhopal 1-0. Scindia Kanya
Vidyalaya Gwalior defeated
Hyderabad Public School
Begumpet 3-0. There is great
excitement among players
and spectators for the up-
coming matches.
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