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Rajasthan Set for 11,000 Crore Infrastructure
Boost Under Centre’s SASCI Scheme

CHIEF SECRETARY PUSHES FAST-TRACK GOVERNANCE

FAIR REPORT
BY HEMRAJ TIKAMCHAND

JAIPUR | In a major ad-
ministrative and finan-
cial breakthrough for Ra-
jasthan’s infrastructure
expansion, the state is
poised to receive up to
11,000 crore in interest-
free financial assistance
under the Central Gov-
ernment’s Scheme for
Special Assistance to
States for Capital Invest-
ment (SASCI) initiative.
The development is being
seen as a major boost to

Rajasthan’s
capital expenditure strat-
egy and governance-driv-

long-term

en growth model.
Chairing a high-level
review meeting, Ra-

jasthan Chief Secretary
V. Srinivas described the

SASCI initiative as a

India-UAE Ties Get Strategic Push as
High-Level Visit Delivers Investment,
Energy and Technology Deals

FAIR REPORT

ABU DHABI / NEW DEL-
HI: Marking another sig-
nificant step in the rapidly
expanding India-UAE stra-
tegic partnership, a high-
level Indian delegation con-
cluded a “highly produc-
tive” visit to the United
Arab Emirates with a series
of agreements aimed at
deepening cooperation
across trade, energy, digital
infrastructure, logistics,
and emerging technologies.
The visit reinforced the
growing geopolitical and
economic alignment be-
tween India and United
Arab Emirates, with both
sides emphasizing long-
term collaboration in sec-
tors critical to future eco-
nomic growth. Senior offi-
cials described the discus-
sions as “forward-looking

|
)

and action-oriented,” re-
flecting the increasing trust
between the two strategic
partners.

Key outcomes included
expanded investment com-
mitments in renewable en-
ergy, semiconductor-linked
manufacturing, ports and

logistics infrastructure, fin-
tech cooperation, and food
security initiatives. Both

nations also discussed
strengthening local curren-
cy trade mechanisms and
accelerating implementa-
tion of the Comprehensive
Economic Partnership

Agreement (CEPA), which
has already boosted bilat-
eral trade volumes signifi-
cantly. The UAE reaffirmed
its position as one of India’s
most important investment
and energy partners, while
India highlighted opportu-
nities for Emirati compa-
nies in infrastructure, man-
ufacturing, digital public
platforms, and green hydro-
gen projects.

Officials stated that the
visit not only strengthened
economic cooperation but
also enhanced strategic co-
ordination on regional sta-
bility, maritime security,
and global supply chain
resilience, further cement-
ing the India-UAE relation-
ship as one of the most
dynamic partnerships in
the emerging multipolar
world order.

“game changer” for accel-
erating large-scale infra-
structure and public de-

NEET-UG Paper Leak:
CBI Arrests Chemistry
Lecturer Allegedly
Linked to Examination
Conspiracy

NEW DELHI, The Cen-
tral Bureau of Investiga-
tion has arrested Pune-
based Chemistry lecturer
PV Kulkarni in connec-
tion with the alleged leak
of the NEET-UG 2026 ex-
amination paper, a devel-
opment that has intensi-
fied scrutiny of India’s
highly competitive medi-
cal entrance system. In-
vestigators allege that
Kulkarni, who had previ-
ously been associated
with the process of setting
NEET question papers,
used his insider access to
confidential examination
material to facilitate the
leak. According to the
CBI, the accused allegedly
conducted closed-door
coaching sessions for se-
lected students at his resi-
dence in Pune during the
final week of April, with
assistance from co-ac-
cused Manisha Wagh-
mare, who was arrested
earlier this week.

CM Bhajan Lal Sharma Pays Tribute to Former Vice President
Bhairon Singh Shekhawat on Death Anniversary

FAIR REPORT

JAIPUR: Rajasthan
Chief Minister Bhajan Lal
Sharma on Friday paid
heartfelt tributes to for-
mer Vice President of In-
dia Bhairon Singh Shek-
hawat on his death anni-
versary, remembering him
as one of the most influen-

tial architects of Ra-
jasthan’s political and ad-
ministrative legacy.

At the Chief Minister’s
residence in Jaipur, Shar-
ma offered floral tributes
to Shekhawat’s portrait
and bowed in respect to
the veteran statesman,
whose leadership contin-
ues to inspire generations

of public representatives
and administrators across
the country. Widely re-
garded as the “Ajatshatru”
of Indian politics for his
cross-party goodwill and
mass connect, Shekhawat
played a defining role in
shaping Rajasthan’s gov-
ernance model through
administrative reforms,

welfare-oriented policies,
and grassroots political
engagement. Chief Minis-
ter Sharma stated that
Shekhawat’s commitment
to public service, trans-
parent governance, and
inclusive development re-
mains a guiding force for
Rajasthan’s present and
future leadership.

velopment projects across
the state. He emphasized
that the scheme provides
Rajasthan with a historic
opportunity to expand
critical assets without
placing additional long-
term interest burden on
state finances.

The Chief Secretary di-
rected all departments to
maintain strict focus on
quality standards, trans-
parency, and time-bound
execution of projects
sanctioned under the
scheme. Stressing admin-
istrative accountability,

Srinivas also instructed
departments to ensure
fortnightly progress re-
porting for continuous
monitoring and rapid im-
plementation.

Officials stated that the
assistance will support
strategic investments in
roads, urban infrastruc-
ture, water systems, pub-
lic utilities, industrial
corridors, and other high-

impact developmental
projects aimed at
strengthening Ra-

jasthan’s economic com-
petitiveness.

Trump’s Taiwan Ambiguity
After Xi Talks Triggers
Strategic Anxiety Across
Indo-Pacific

FAIR REPORT

BEILJING / WASHINGTON |
May 15—Inadevelopmentthat
could reshape the geopolitical
balance of the Indo-Pacific, US.
President Donald Trump has
signaled possible uncertainty
over future American military
support for Taiwan following a
high-stakes summit with Chi-
nese President Xi Jinping in
Beijing. Revealing rare details
from the closed-door discus-
sions, Trump disclosed that Xi
directly questioned whether
the United States would defend
Taiwan in the event of a Chi-
nese attack. Trump responded
thathedoesnotpublicly discuss
suchmatters. Hourslater; when
pressed on whether Washing-
ton would continue arms sales
to Taiwan, the President deliv-
ered a terse but consequential
statement: “T'llmakea decision
on that very soon.” The re-
marks have intensified con-

cerns in Taipei, where officials
fear Taiwan could become a
bargainingchipinbroader US.-
China negotiations involving
trade, tariffs, technology ac-
cess, and strategic influence in
Asia. Taiwan’s Deputy For-
eign Minister Francois Wu
openly acknowledged those
fears, warning that Taipei’s
greatest concern is being “put
on the menu” during negotia-
tions between Washington
and Beijing. The summit ex-
posed the widening diver-
gence in priorities between
the world’s two largest powers.
Trump arrived in Beijing fo-
cused heavily on trade deals,
corporate investments, and
market access, accompanied
by nearly 20 senior American
business executives. Xi, how-
ever, reportedly pivoted quick-
ly toward Taiwan — the most
sensitive and potentially ex-
plosive issue in China’s for-
eign policy doctrine.

The proactive monitor-
ing mechanism and em-
phasis on execution effi-
ciency reflect the state
government’s increasing
focus on governance-led
development, where fiscal
discipline is being com-
bined with accelerated
infrastructure creation.
Administrative circles
view the initiative as a
significant example of co-
ordinated Centre-State
cooperation translating
directly into developmen-
tal momentum on the
ground.

Ajmer Police’s Digital
Crackdown: 215 Missing
Phones Worth 75 Million
Recovered, S miles
Return to Citizens

FAIR REPORT

AJMER: Atatime when cy-
bercrime and mobile theft are
becoming increasingly com-
mon, Ajmer Police has set a
new benchmark in “good po-
licing” through a blend of
technology, vigilance, and
swift action. Under a special
statewide campaignlaunched
by Rajasthan Police, Ajmer
Police successfully recovered
215 lost and stolen mobile
phones worth nearly 5 mil-
lion ($60,000) and has begun
handing them back to their
rightful owners.

The operation was con-
ducted under the directions
of Rajasthan Director Gen-
eral of Police Rajeev Kumar
Sharma and led by Ajmer
Superintendent of Police
Harshvardhan Agrawala.
Joint teams from the district
cyber cell and multiple police
stations played a key role in
the operation.

Using complaints regis-
tered on the CEIR portal, in-
vestigators carried out de-
tailed technical analysis and
discovered that many of the
stolen devices were active not
only across Rajasthan but
also in other Indian states.
Through continuous moni-
toring, inter-state coordina-
tion, and field operations, po-
lice teams managed to trace
and recover the devices.

Rajasthan Enters India’s Semiconductor Era as First
Chip Manufacturing Project Takes Shape in Bhiwadi

FAIR REPORT

JATIPUR | Inalandmark
step toward transforming
Rajasthan into a high-tech
industrial powerhouse,
the state on Friday re-
ceived its first major sem-
iconductor-linked infra-
structure boost with the
inauguration and founda-
tion-laying of key develop-
ment projects at the EL-
CINA Electronics Com-
plex in Bhiwadi.

Chief Minister Bhajan

Lal Sharma virtually in-
augurated and laid the
foundation stone for a 34
MLD Sewage Treatment
Plant (STP) and several
strategic  development
projects in the Khairthal-
Tijara district from the
Chief Minister’s resi-
dence in Jaipur through
video conferencing.

The event marked a
significant administra-
tive and industrial mile-
stone as Rajasthan posi-
tions itself within India’s

rapidly expanding semi-
conductor and electron-
ics manufacturing eco-

system. Union Minister
for Railways, Electronics
and Information Technol-

ogy Ashwini Vaishnaw
and Union Minister for
Environment, Forest and
Climate Change Bhu-
pender Yadav addressed
the gathering virtually
from New Delhi, under-
lining the Centre’s focus
on strengthening domes-
tic electronics manufac-
turing capabilities. Join-
ing from Bhiwadi were
Rajasthan Minister of
State for Forest and Envi-
ronment (Independent
Charge) Sanjay Sharma,

MLA Mahant Balaknath,
along with senior offi-
cials, industrial stake-
holders, and public repre-
sentatives. Officials de-
scribed the initiative as a
strategic step toward
building world-class in-
dustrial infrastructure
capable of supporting
semiconductor and elec-
tronics manufacturing
investments in northern
India. The development
of modern urban utili-
ties, including the large-

capacity STP, is expected
to strengthen Bhiwadi’s
industrial sustainability
and improve investor
confidence in the region.
The projects also align
with the Government of
India’s broader vision of
reducing import depend-
ence in the semiconduc-
tor sector while creating
advanced manufacturing
hubs across emerging in-
dustrial corridors. Ra-
jasthan’s entry into the
semiconductor landscape

is being viewed as a deci-
sive shift from traditional
industry toward technol-
ogy-driven economic
growth.

With Bhiwadi emerg-
ing as a key electronics
and industrial node in
North India, the state gov-
ernment aims to attract
high-value investments,
generate skilled employ-
ment, and establish Ra-
jasthan as a critical con-
tributor to India’s digital
manufacturing future.
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Thieves Enter House After Cutting Window Grill, Steal Jewellery and Cash Worth Over Rs 25 Lakh

Family kept asleep after liquid poured into
cooler, pohce appeal to residents to stay alert

v—\

FAIR REPORT

Chittorgarh: Fear and an-
ger are growing among
people in Chittorgarh due
to continuous theft inci-
dents in the city. In Maha-
rana Pratap Colony under
Sadar police station area,
thieves targeted a house
late Thursday night and
stole jewellery and cash
worth more than Rs 25
lakh. The robbery was car-
ried out so quietly that
even the tenant living in
the house did not realise
anything until early morn-
ing. According to informa-
tion, the house belongs to
Nirmal Kumar Sharma,
who lives in Gujarat for
business work. His wife
Indu Bala Sharma had
gone to Salumber for a fam-
ily function. Taking advan-
tage of the empty house,

thieves entered between 2
am and 4 am after cutting
the window grill and iron
rods near the main gate.
The thieves broke open the
locker and stole around 12
tola gold jewellery includ-
ing earrings, mangalsutra

items, gokhru, rakdi, arm-
lets, two chains, two rings
and six long pieces. They
also stole around one and a
half kilogram silver jewel-
lery including anklets, bi-
chudiya and silver coins.
Apart from this, Rs 50,000

480 Cannabis Plants Found Hidden
in Jowar Crop, One Arrested

ANTF team reached
the field disguised as
labourers, 860 grams
dry ganja also seized

FAIR REPORT

Chittorgarh- The Anti
Narcotics Task Force
(ANTF) took major action
in Bassi police station area
of Chittorgarh district and
exposed illegal cannabis
cultivation hidden inside a
jowar crop field. The team
recovered 480 green canna-
bis plants and 860 grams of
dry ganja and arrested one
accused. According to in-
formation, the ANTF
team received a tip-off
that a man in Baldarkha
village had grown a large
number of cannabis
plants in his field under
the cover of jowar crop.
After confirming the in-
formation, the team
reached the village in
plain clothes posing as la-
bourers and gathered in-
formation while moving
around the fields. During
investigation, the team

found that the field be-
longed to Narayan Lal.
When the team raided the
field, the accused tried to
run away after seeing the
officials, but he was
caught after a brief chase.
Local police were then
called to the spot. During
the search, police found a
large number of cannabis
plants hidden between the
tall jowar crop. Police re-
covered 480 green canna-
bis plants and 860 grams
of dry ganja from the field.

s 1"
The seized narcotic mate-
rial was confiscated and
accused Narayan Lal was
arrested. He has been iden-
tified as 64-year-old Naray-
an Lal, son of Hajari, resi-
dent of Baldarkha village
in Bassi police station area
of Chittorgarh district. Po-
lice are now questioning
the accused to find out for
how long the illegal culti-
vation was being carried
out and whether other peo-
ple were also involved in
the case.

cash was also taken away.
The stolen gold is valued at
around Rs 18.96 lakh and
silver at around Rs 6.40
lakh. The thieves also tar-
geted tenant Narendra
Tamboli, who lives on the
first floor and works as a

manager in a car show-
room. He said some liquid
substance was poured into
the cooler placed in the bal-
cony, because of which the
whole family remained in
deep sleep. During this
time, thieves stole Rs 20,000

from his purse and Rs 2,000
from his wife’s purse.
Around 4 am, when the
family woke up, they found
the doors locked from out-
side. After they raised an
alarm, neighbours gath-
ered and the theft came to
light. Sadar police reached
the spot and started inves-
tigation.

Earlier theft attempts
also reported

Residents said similar
theft attempts had hap-
pened earlier in the same
colony. Three days ago,
thieves tried to break into
the house of Suresh Kabra,
but fled after family mem-
bers woke up and switched
on the lights. Another resi-
dent Shiv, owner of Gurjar
Ki Thadi, said thieves had
earlier entered his house
premises and escaped with

tools kept there. On May 11,
thieves had also targeted
the empty house of marble
businessman Pradeep Jain
in Bapunagar area. During
a family wedding function,
thieves stole around Rs 5
lakh cash and gold-silver
jewellery worth lakhs.
CCTV cameras had cap-
tured two suspicious youths
on a bike late at night.

How the theft was
carried out

Police believe the thieves
first surveyed the house and
chose a silent time for the
crime. They cut the grilland
iron rods to enter the house
and directly targeted the
locker. To stop the tenant
family from waking up,
some liquid substance was
allegedly used in the cooler.
After the theft, the accused
locked the doors from out-

side and escaped easily. Po-
lice suspect the involvement
of a professional gang.

Police appeal to
residents

Police have appealed to
residents of the colony and
nearby areas to remain
alert. Officials said if any
unknown person or suspi-
cious activity is seen in the
area, people should immedi-
ately inform the police con-
trol room or nearest police
station so such incidents
can be prevented in time.
Police also advised resi-
dents to install CCTV cam-
eras, remain alert at night
and inform neighbours or
police before leaving houses
locked for a long period.
Continuous theft incidents
in the city have created fear
and anger among local resi-
dents.

Faith Pours into Sanwaliyaji Treasury: Rs 11.30 Crore Counted on First Day
Treasury opened under tight security after Rajbhog Aarti,
counting of gold, silver and other offerings still underway

FAIR REPORT

Chittorgarh- The monthly
fair started at Shri Sanwal-
iyaji Temple in Mewar on
Friday with alarge number
of devotees gathering at the
temple. On the first day af-
ter opening the temple
treasury, Rs 11.30 crore was

counted, showing the
strong faith of devotees in
Lord Sanwaliyaji. After the
Rajbhog Aarti, the treasury
was opened under tight se-
curity in the presence of
CEO Prabha Gautam, tem-
ple board members and ad-
ministrative officer Shiv
Shankar Pareek. A large

Within days of taking oath, Suvendu
Adhikari govt rolls out key reforms;
introduces ‘live tracker’ for promises

FAIR REPORT

New Delhi : Within a week
of taking oath as the head of
the first Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) government in
West Bengal, Chief Minister
Suvendu Adhikari has initi-
ated a series of immediate,
high-impact executive meas-
ures following the May 9 oath
ceremony at Kolkata’s Bri-
gade Parade Ground. Politi-
cal observers view the devel-
opments as reflecting the
55-year-old leader’s stated

approach of “work more, talk
less” after assuming office.
Soon after taking charge on
Monday, the new cabinet took
six major decisions during
its maiden meeting, includ-
ing prioritising measures to
curb illegal immigration
across the Bangladesh bor-
der and joining the ongoing
national census exercise. The
next cabinet meeting, sched-
uled for Monday;, is expected
to introduce additional initi-
atives, particularly relating
to women’s empowerment.

Petrol and Diesel Price Hike Raises Concern
Petrol reaches Rs 107.62 and diesel Rs 92.93 per litre in
Chittorgarh, burden on common people Ilkely to increase
- Voiodl

FAIR REPORT

Chittorgarh- Rising fuel
prices have increased
concerns among common
people amid already
growing inflation. Daily
commuters, small busi-
nessmen and people con-
nected with the transport
sector are likely to feel
the direct impact of the
new rates. Petroleum
companies have imple-
mented new petrol and
diesel prices from Friday:.
According to the revised
rates, petrol in Chittor-
garh is now priced at Rs
107.62 per litre, while die-
sel is available at Rs 92.93
per litre. Speed petrol
price has also increased
to Rs 117.27 per litre. Un-
der the new rates, petrol
has become costlier by Rs
3.24 per litre, diesel by Rs
3.01 per litre and speed
petrol by Rs 3.25 per litre.

The sudden increase has
raised concerns among
vehicle owners and peo-
ple associated with the
transport business. After
the new prices came into
effect on Friday morning,
people were seen discuss-
ing the increased rates at
petrol pumps. Many said
that fuel price hikes

would put additional
pressure on household
budgets at a time when
inflation is already affect-
ing daily expenses. Before
the revised rates, petrol in
Chittorgarh was being
sold at Rs 104.38 per litre,
diesel at Rs 89.92 per litre
and speed petrol at Rs
114.02 per litre. Now all

three fuel categories have
increased by more than
Rs 3 per litre. Though the
increase per litre may ap-
pear small, it is expected
to increase expenses for
people who use vehicles
every day. Salaried em-
ployees, small traders and
people travelling from vil-
lages to cities may feel the

impact directly. The rise
in diesel prices may also
affect the transport sec-
tor. Trucks, buses and
goods vehicles run on die-
sel, so transportation
costs may increase. Trad-
ers believe that if diesel
prices continue to rise,
prices of daily-use items
may also increase in the
coming days. People asso-
ciated with the transport
business said operating
costs were already rising
and the latest increase has
created more concern. It
may also affect market
prices of goods. Experts
believe the increase is
linked to rising crude oil
prices in the international
market and growing ten-
sion in the Middle East.
They say that if the situa-
tion continues for a longer
period, petrol and diesel
prices may increase fur-
ther in the coming days.

crowd of devotees gathered
in the temple premises af-
ter the treasury was
opened, creating a devo-
tional atmosphere. The
temple administration then
started counting the cash
offerings. After counting
the amount on the first day,
the money was deposited in

different banks. Work is
also going on to separate
gold and silver found
among the cash offerings.
However, counting of coins
and remaining cash is still
pending. The temple ad-
ministration is also prepar-
ing records of cash, money
orders and other offerings

received from devotees. Ac-
cording to temple officials,
the final amount and de-
tails of gold and silver will
be released after the entire
process is completed. Spe-
cial security and arrange-
ments for devotees have
also been made during the
monthly fair.

Three accused arrested for stealing
Rs 50 lakh bag after befriending
passenger in bus, Rs 46 lakh recovered

CCTV footage and
technical
investigation revealed
the truth, accused
posing as “Sameer”’
turned out to be a
gang member

FAIR REPORT

Chittorgarh: Kotwali po-
lice have solved the sensa-
tional case of a theft in-
volving a bag containing
Rs 50 lakh cash. Police
arrested three accused
and recovered Rs 46 lakh
cash along with the stolen
bag. The accused first
gained the victim’s trust
and then carried out the
crime with a planned
strategy. According to po-
lice, Vijaybhali, a resident
of Tharad area in Banas-
kantha district of Guja-
rat, had filed a complaint.
On April 16, he was travel-
ling from Chittorgarh to
Bhilwara in an RTC Trav-
els bus with a bag contain-
ing Rs 50 lakh cash on the
instructions of his em-
ployer. During the jour-
ney, a man sitting beside
him introduced himself
as “Sameer” and started
talking with him to gain
his trust. Investigation re-
vealed that the crime was
planned in advance. Po-

lice said accused Salman
had earlier visited the of-
fice of the businessman
for work related to finan-
cial dealings. During that
time, he allegedly over-
heard a conversation
about the money. Accord-
ing to the investigation,
Salman later informed his
friends and relatives and
they started tracking Vi-
jay. Police also found that
Sameer, who sat beside
Vijay in the bus, was a
member of the gang. Dur-
ing the journey, he con-
tinuously shared Vijay’s
location with his compan-
ions through mobile calls.
Near Kanyakheda village,
his associates arrived in a
car as part of the plan and
stopped the bus. They
took Vijay off the bus on
the pretext of conversa-
tion and escaped with the
cash-filled bag and mobile
phone. To solve the case,
aspecial team was formed
under the guidance of SP
Manish Tripathi, Addi-
tional SP Mukul Sharma
and Circle Officer Brijesh
Singh, led by Kotwali Po-
lice Station officer Tul-
siram Prajapati. The
team used CCTV footage,
technical evidence and
human intelligence to

identify the accused. Po-

lice arrested Sameer
Khan, son of Akram
Khan from Daulatpura in
Mandsaur (Madhya
Pradesh), Salman Khan,
son of Shaukat Khan
from Chanderiya, and
Deepak Joshi from Chan-
deriya. Police recovered
Rs 46 1akh cash from their
possession.

Team effort brought
success

The special police team
played an important role
in solving the case. Under
the leadership of Tulsir-
am Prajapati, Sub-Inspec-
tor Shyamlal, constables
Laxman Singh, Hariram,
Dharmendra Singh and
cyber cell constable Rama-
vatar worked continuous-
ly on technical investiga-
tion, CCTV analysis and
intelligence inputs.

Investigation still
continues

Although police have
solved the case, investiga-
tion regarding the remain-
ing amount and the vic-
tim’s mobile phone is still
ongoing. Police are also
investigating whether any
other people were involved
in the crime.
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