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angladesh’s Bureaucratic

Pivot to Pakistan Triggers
trategic Unease in New Delhi

FAIR REPORT

NEW DELHI: Bangla-
desh’s decision to send sec-
tions of its civil service
cadre for administrative
training in Pakistan has
triggered strategic debate
in South Asia, with diplo-
matic observers viewing
the move as a significant
shift in Dhaka’s regional
alignment and institution-
al priorities.

The development, in-
volving a three-week train-
ing programme in Lahore,
is being interpreted by ana-
lysts as more than a rou-
tine exercise in bureau-
cratic exposure. It signals a
broader recalibration with-
in Bangladesh’s foreign
policy establishment as it

seeks to diversify strategic
partnerships beyond its
traditionally close institu-
tional engagement with
India.

For nearly two decades,
India had cultivated deep
administrative and diplo-
matic linkages with Bang-

ladesh through training
exchanges, governance
programmes and institu-
tional cooperation. The lat-
est move, however, indi-
cates that Dhaka may now
be attempting to balance its
regional equations more
independently.

“Civil service training
shapes the administrative
culture and policy instincts
of future decision-mak-
ers,” said a senior South
Asian foreign policy ana-
lyst. “A shift in the training
ecosystem from India to
Pakistan carries symbolic
as well as long-term strate-
gic implications.”

Officials in Bangladesh
have maintained that the
programme is part of rou-
tine international admin-
istrative cooperation and
should not be viewed
through a geopolitical lens.
However, the timing of the
initiative and the choice of
Pakistan as a partner have
drawn attention within In-
dia’s strategic community.

The development comes
amid evolving political dy-
namics in Bangladesh and
increasing regional com-
petition for influence in
South Asia. Analysts be-
lieve the bureaucratic en-
gagement could eventually
influence diplomatic coor-
dination, economic part-
nerships and security per-
ceptions across the sub-
continent.

As the Lahore pro-
gramme proceeds, policy-
makers in New Delhi are
expected to closely moni-
tor whether the adminis-
trative outreach remains
symbolic — or marks the
beginning of a deeper geo-
political realignment in
the region.

Thousand-Year-0ld Chola Copper
Plates Return to India, Reviving
Legacy of Maritime Diplomacy

and Religious Pluralism

FAIR REPORT

NEW DELHI: The return
of the famed Anaiman-
galam copper plates from
the Netherlands to India
has reignited scholarly in-
terest in one of the most
sophisticated records of
governance, diplomacy
and religious pluralism
from the Chola period. The
inscriptions, popularly
known for decades as the
“Leiden Plates,” consist of
21 copper plates linked by
a heavy bronze ring. Writ-
ten partly in Sanskrit us-
ing Grantha script and
partly in Tamil, the char-
ters date back to the reigns
of Rajaraja Chola I and
Rajendra Chola I.

The plates document a
remarkable episode of
statecraft. Rajaraja Cholal
had verbally granted the
revenues of Anaiman-

galam village near present-
day Nagapattinam to the
Chulamanivarma Vihara,
a Buddhist monastery
built by the Srivijaya king-
dom of Southeast Asia.
Following the emperor’s
death, Rajendra Chola I
fulfilled the oral commit-
ment by formally engrav-
ing the grant onto copper
plates, detailing land
boundaries, tax exemp-
tions and irrigation rights.

Historians say the in-
scriptions reveal the high-
ly institutionalised nature
of Chola administration,
with references to survey-
ors, local assemblies and

revenue officials. Equally
significant is the charter’s
cultural message: despite
being devout Shaivites,
the Chola rulers extended
royal patronage to a Bud-
dhist institution estab-
lished by a foreign mari-
time power. The plates
travelled to Europe during
Dutch colonial control of
Nagapattinam in the 18th
century and eventually
became part of Leiden
University’s collections.
Their repatriation follows
the Netherlands’ revised
restitution policy on colo-
nial-era acquisitions. For
Indian scholars, the re-
turn marks more than the
recovery of artefacts. It
restores a civilisational
archive thatreflects an era
when trade, diplomacy
and religious coexistence
shaped the Indian Ocean
world.

Centre Revamps NTA Amid
NEET Leak Fallout, Appoints
Four Senior Officers

FAIR REPORT

NEW DELHI: Facing
mounting criticism over
the NEET-UG paper leak
controversy, the Centre
has initiated a key ad-
ministrative reshuffle in
the National Testing
Agency (NTA), appoint-
ing four senior officers
in an apparent bid to re-
store confidence in the
country’s embattled ex-
amination authority.

According to an order
issued by the Ministry of
Personnel, two Joint Sec-
retaries and two Joint
Directors were appointed
to the NTA on Saturday,
signalling the urgency
with which the govern-
ment is responding to the
crisis that has triggered
nationwide outrage
among students and par-
ents.

The newly appointed
Joint Secretaries are
Anuja Bapat and Ruchita
Vij, while Akash Jain
and Aditya Rajendra
Bhojgadiya have been
posted as Joint Directors.

The NTA, which con-
ducts several high-stakes
national examinations
including NEET-UG, has
come under intense scru-

tiny following allega-
tions of large-scale paper
leaks and irregularities
that cast doubts over the
integrity of the medical
entrance examination.

The controversy
sparked protests across
multiple States, political
attacks on the Centre,
and intervention by the
Supreme Court, with
concerns growing over
the security and trans-
parency of India’s cen-
tralised examination sys-
tem.

While the appoint-
ments indicate the gov-
ernment’s recognition of
the seriousness of the
crisis, questions remain
over whether adminis-
trative changes alone can
address deeper structur-
al weaknesses within the
examination framework.

Education experts and
student groups have de-
manded an independent
investigation, stricter
digital security protocols,
and greater accountabili-
ty for those responsible
for the leak, arguing that
restoring trust in the ex-
amination process will
require far more than bu-
reaucratic reshuffling.

Supriya Sule Seeks Withdrawal of Security

Cover,

FAIR REPORT

MUMBALI: In a rare politi-
cal gesture aimed at high-
lighting concerns over pub-
lic expenditure and VIP
culture, Supriya Sule, Mem-
ber of Parliament from the
Nationalist Congress Party
(Sharad Pawar faction), has
urged the Maharashtra gov-
ernment to withdraw the
police personnel and official
vehicles deployed for her
security.

Inapublic statement, Ms.
Sule said the country was
passing through a “serious

economic and energy cri-
sis” and appealed to the
State government to recon-

sider the deployment of
public resources for her per-
sonal protection.

“India is facing a serious
economic and energy cri-
sis. I request the govern-
ment to withdraw the po-
lice security squad and ve-
hicles deployed for my se-
curity,” she said. The de-
mand assumes political
significance amid increas-
ing debates over the use of
public resources for VIP
security arrangements,
particularly at a time when
concerns over inflation,
fuel costs and energy con-
sumption continue to affect
ordinary citizens. Ms.

RERC Halts Rajasthan’s Mega Coal Power
Push, Flags Flawed Demand Projections

FAIR REPORT

JAIPUR: In a major setback
to Rajasthan’s long-term en-
ergy strategy, the Rajasthan
Electricity Regulatory Com-
mission (RERC) has refused
approval for a massive coal-
based power procurement
proposal, questioning both
the state’s demand projec-
tions and its continued de-
pendence on fossil fuels de-
spite the rapid rise of renew-
able energy. The proposal,

moved by Rajasthan Urja
Vikas Evam IT Services Lim-
ited (RUVITL), sought pro-
curement of 3,200 MW of
coal-based electricity —
equivalent to nearly 4,800
MW under Round The Clock
(RTC) arrangements —
through long-term agree-
ments extending up to 25
years. The move was initiat-
ed after state agencies pro-
jected a possible electricity
deficit of over 5,200 MW by

2026-27. However, the com-
mission held that such pro-
jections failed to adequately
account for Rajasthan’s rap-
idly expanding renewable
energy ecosystem and up-
coming power infrastruc-
ture projects. In its order,
RERC noted that mecha-
nisms such as Green Energy
Open Access, Virtual Net
Metering, Group Net Meter-
ing and Battery Energy Stor-
age Systems are fundamen-

tally altering electricity con-
sumption patterns by ena-
bling consumers to generate
and store power indepen-
dently. The commission also
observed that nearly 3,325
MW of thermal capacity un-
der development with major
public sector entities, along
with the proposed 1,400 MW
nuclear power plant in Ban-
swara, could significantly
reshape future demand-sup-
ply calculations.

RAJASTHAN CRACKS DOWN ON MAJOR FOOD BRANDS

AFTER SAFETY TESTS FAIL POPULAR PRODUCTS

FAIR REPORT

JAIPUR: In one of Ra-
jasthan’s most sweeping
food safety crackdowns
in recent years, the State
Food Safety Department
has banned four widely
consumed products and
flagged several others as
unsafe after laboratory
tests revealed serious
quality violations.

The action, initiated
following a statewide
sampling drive conduct-
ed during March and
April, has raised fresh

concerns over the safety
of packaged food prod-
ucts sold across retail
markets and supermar-
kets.

Food Safety Commis-
sioner T. Shubhamangala
confirmed that the gov-
ernment has imposed a
two-month ban on the
sale, supply and public
display of specific batch-
es of products found un-
safe for consumption.
The banned list includes
papad manufactured by
Happy Pooja Papad
Bhandar in Bikaner, cer-

tain batches of “All in
One Namkeen” produced
by Bikaji Foods Interna-
tional, roasted chana
manufactured by Kitchen

King in Gwalior, and
“Ghee Bilona” produced
by Shri Anu Milk Prod-
ucts Limited, Jaipur.

Principal Secretary

Gayatri Rathore said the
action was based strictly
on adverse laboratory
findings and warned that
public health could not
be compromised.
Authorities have also
flagged several other
products, particularly
multiple ghee brands
sourced from manufac-
turers in Maharashtra,
Gujarat and Haryana.
Black pepper, green chilli
sauce and dairy products
were among the addition-
al items found failing
safety parameters. The

inclusion of major con-
sumer brands in the en-
forcement action has trig-
gered concern within the
food industry, particular-
ly as ghee and namkeen
are staple household
items consumed daily by
millions.

Officials indicated that
further action may follow
as additional test reports
from the statewide sam-
pling campaign continue
to arrive, signalling inten-
sified scrutiny of food
quality standards across
Rajasthan.

Sule’s statement is being
viewed as an attempt to pro-
ject fiscal restraint and ad-
ministrative accountabili-
ty, while also drawing atten-
tion to what Opposition
parties frequently describe
as excessive VIP culture in
Indian politics. The move
places the Maharashtra
government in a delicate
position. While accepting
the request could raise
questions over the security
of asitting Member of Par-
liament, declining it may
strengthen the Opposi-

Cites Economic and Energy Crisis

tion’s criticism regarding
the continued allocation of
police manpower and gov-
ernment resources for po-
litical figures. Political ob-
servers noted that volun-
tary withdrawal of official
security cover by senior
leaders remains uncom-
mon in Indian politics,
where such privileges are
generally retained even af-
ter threat perceptions de-
cline. The State govern-
ment has not yet officially
responded to Ms. Sule’s re-
quest.

Rajasthan CM Takes EV
Bus to Village Outreach
Event, Signals Push for

Green Governance

FAIR REPORT

JAIPUR: In a symbolic yet
politically significant gesture
toward sustainable govern-
ance, Rajasthan Chief Minis-
ter Bhajan Lal Sharma on
Saturday travelled from the
Chief Minister’s Residence
to Thikaria village in Bagru
aboard an electric vehicle
(EV) bus, reinforcing the
state’s commitment to green
mobility and energy conser-
vation.

The move echoed Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
repeated call for fuel conser-
vation and environmentally
responsible public transport.
By opting for an EV-powered
public transit system instead
of a conventional govern-
ment convoy, Sharma pro-
jected a strong message on
clean transportation, re-
duced carbon emissions, and
sustainable urban-rural con-
nectivity.

The Chief Minister is
scheduled to participate in
the Gram Vikas Chaupal pro-
gramme and the concluding
ceremony of the Gram Rath
initiative in Thikaria village.
Senior administrative and
police officials accompanied

him during the journey, un-
derlining the government’s
emphasis on grassroots gov-
ernance and public engage-
ment. The EV bus journey
also comes at a time when
states across India are accel-
erating the transition toward
cleaner mobility solutions
amid rising concerns over
pollution, fuel dependency,
and climate sustainability.
Political observers see the
move as both a governance
statement and a public
awareness campaign aimed
at normalising eco-friendly
transportation in everyday
administration. With the
state increasingly focusing
on infrastructure, rural out-
reach, and sustainable devel-
opment, the Chief Minister’s
decision to travel by electric
public transport added a
powerful visual dimension to
Rajasthan’s evolving green
governance narrative.
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Two Luxury Cars Found Abandoned in Forest,
464 Kg Doda Chura Seized; Smugglers Flee

FAIR REPORT

Chittorgarh: Under the
ongoing campaign against
drugs, the Central Bureau
of Narcotics (CBN) seized
a large quantity of illegal
doda chura on Saturday.
Two luxury cars were
found abandoned in the
forest area near Kanwarji
Ka Kheda village in Bassi
tehsil. A total of 464.940 kg
of doda chura packed in 32
sacks was recovered. Both
vehicles and the seized ma-

terial were taken into cus-
tody. According to offi-
cials, CBN Chittorgarh
P&I Cell received informa-
tion that two cars carrying
a large quantity of illegal

doda chura were moving
from the Chittorgarh area
towards the Marwar re-
gion. After the input, a spe-
cial team was sent to the
Shadi-Bassi road area. Of-

ficials kept watch on the
road for several hours and
waited for the vehicles.
The team stayed at the spot
for around three to four
hours, but the cars did not

arrive. Officers suspected
that the smugglers had
changed their route or hid-
den the vehicles nearby.
The team then started a
search operation in near-

by forest areas and on kac-
cha roads. During the
search, two abandoned
cars were found parked on
a deserted road inside the
forest near Kanwarji Ka
Kheda village. No one was
found at the spot. During
checking, officials recov-
ered illegal doda chura
packed in 32 sacks from
both vehicles. The seized
material weighed 464.940
kg. It is believed that due
to strict action by police
and CBN, the smugglers
left the vehicles and es-
caped. After completing
legal procedures, CBN
seized the doda chura and
both vehicles under the
NDPS Act.

Jaipur, Saturday, 16 May 2026
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Thieves Break CCTV and Steal
Goods Worth Lakhs

Thieves broke the
main gate lock and
entered PHC, also
took away DVR hard
disk; loss estimated
at Rs 2-3 lakh

FAIR REPORT

Chittorgarh- A theft incident
wasreported on Friday night
atthe Primary Health Centre
(PHC) in Arniyapanth under
Shambhupura police station
area. Unknown thieves broke
the main gate lock and en-
tered the health center. They
stole items worth around Rs
2to 3 lakh and escaped. The
incident came tolight on Sat-
urday morning when assis-
tant staff member Manju
Banjara reached the health

center for duty. She saw that
the main gate lock and latch
were broken and immedi-
ately informed Medical Of-
ficer Dr. Priyanka Verma. Dr.
Priyanka Verma filed a re-
port at Shambhupura police
station. She said the thieves
carried out the crime in a
very smart way. To avoid
identification, they damaged
the CCTV cameras installed
at the health center. The out-
sidebullet CCTV camerawas
broken, and the DVR hard
disk used for recordings was
also taken away. Police be-
lieve the thieves may have
first surveyed the health
center before carrying out
the theft. After getting infor-
mation, police reached the

spotand started an investiga-
tion. CCTV footage from
nearby areas is also being
checked. Accordingto Dr. Pri-
yanka Verma, the stolen
items include two AC sets
with compressors, three sta-
bilizers, one inverter, four
inverter batteries, one LED
TV, one double-door fridge,
two jumbo coolers, one bullet
CCTV camera,one DVR hard
disk, one red carpet and five
white bedsheets. The value
of the stolen itemsis estimat-
ed ataround Rs 2-3lakh. The
incident has also affected
health center facilities, espe-
cially during the summer
season. Police have regis-
tered the case and started an
investigation.

Police Arrest Two

Smuggler Using International Numbersfor = ned for
MDMA Network Arrested in Four-Year-0ld Case vears Under Special Drive

Kapasan police arrested wanted accused from Neemuch jail under Operation Trinetra

FAIR REPORT

Chittorgarh- Under Opera-
tion Trinetra, Kapasan police
took major action and arrested
a wanted smuggler in a four-
year-old MDMA (Molly pow-
der) trafficking case. The ac-
cused was using international
phone numbers to hide his
identity and run a drug net-
work. Police identified him
and arrested him from Nee-
much jail. Superintendent of
Police Manish Tripathi said
that a campaign against illegal
drug trafficking is being car-
ried out on the instructions of
Udaipur Range IG Gaurav
Srivastava. Under the guid-
ance of ASP Mukul Sharma
and DSP Kapasan Harjeelal

Yadav, SHO Sunil Sharma and
his team carried out the opera-
tion. According to police, in
2022 Kapasan police seized 40
grams of illegal MDMA (Molly
powder) from an Alto car dur-
ing patrol duty. Three accused
were arrested and a case under
the NDPS Act was registered.
During investigation, the ar-
rested accused told police that
they had bought the illegal
MDMA from a person named
Prakash and had spoken to
him through international
phone numbers. Police then
continued technical investiga-
tion in the case. During the
investigation, police identified
the accused as Prakash alias
Omprakash Jat, son of Meh-
ram alias Mahiram Jat, a resi-

dent of Pato Ki Basni village
in Khedapa police station area
of Jodhpur district. Police
found that the accused was al-
ready lodged in Neemuch dis-
trict jail in Madhya Pradesh.
In another NDPS Act case, he
had been sentenced to 10 years
of rigorous imprisonment and
fined Rs 1 lakh by a special
NDPS court. After completing
legal procedures, police ar-
rested the accused from Nee-
much jail on May 16, 2026. Po-
lice appealed to the public to
immediately report any infor-
mation related to drug traf-
ficking or suspicious activi-
ties to the nearest police sta-
tion, control room, or Narcot-
ics Helpline number 94604-
25643.

Rashmi police
arrested accused in
old assault and theft
cases under Operation
Sudarshan Chakra-2

FAIR REPORT

Chittorgarh- In a major
action under the ongoing
campaign against abscond-
ers and wanted criminals,
Rashmi police arrested two
permanent warrant hold-
ers who had been avoiding
arrest for years. The ac-
cused had been absconding
for 12 and 15 years in old
assault and theft-related
cases. Under Operation Su-
darshan Chakra-2, Rashmi
police arrested two perma-
nent warrant absconders
who had been on the run
for 12 and 15 years in old

assault-related cases. Su-
perintendent of Police
Manish Tripathi said that
the campaign is being run
on the instructions of
Udaipur Range IG Gaurav
Srivastava to catch perma-
nent warrant holders, ab-
sconders and wanted crim-
inals. Under the guidance
of ASP Mukul Sharma and
DSP Gangrar Shiv Prakash
Tailor, Rashmi SHO Ratan
Singh and his team carried
out the action. According
to police, Nanalal Bagaria
was wanted in a 2011 as-
sault and theft case, while
Shankarlal Bagaria was
wanted in a 2014 assault
case. Police collected infor-
mation and technical evi-
dence and successfully ar-
rested both accused.
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