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A truck lies trapped under the collapsed entrance arch of the Chettikulam Murugan Temple after crashing into the structure in Perambalur

CANADA IN THE RED

Nation Slides Into Technical
Recession as GDP Shrinks
for Second Straight Quarter

Ottawa: The maple leaf
is wilting. Canada offi-
cially stumbled into a
technical recession Fri-
day after Statistics Cana-
da confirmed the coun-
try’s economy contracted
for a second consecutive
quarter — a grim mile-
stone that has rattled
markets and deepened
anxieties over the na-
tion’s economic resil-
ience.

Real GDP fell 0.1 per
cent on an annualised ba-
sis in the first quarter of
2026, following a revised
one per cent decline in the
fourth quarter of 2025.
(Global News) While the
margin appears razor-
thin, the back-to-back
contraction carries heavy
symbolic and material
weight.

Three of the last four

quarters have now posted
negative real GDP growth
(CKOM) — a pattern that
has left economists deep-
ly unsettled. Business
capital investment also
fell 0.7 per cent in Q1 2026,
marking its fifth consecu-
tive quarterly decline,
with many small business
owners putting invest-
ments on hold amid eco-
nomic uncertainty and
surging energy costs.

Analysts point to a
cocktail of culprits. Sta-
tistics Canada largely
blamed higher gold im-
ports and a weak March
for the resource extrac-
tion sector (Lethbridge
Herald) for dragging
down activity. Meanwhile,
trade-war turbulence and
slowing consumer confi-
dence have compounded
the strain.

district of Tamil Nadu, Friday

PM MODI URG

Ghost Residents and Missing Elders

Rajasthan Old Age
Home Caught in
Shocking Fraud

FAIR REPORT

KARAULI, RAJASTHAN:
A surprise inspection at an
old age home in Sapotra has
exposed alarming irregu-
larities, raising serious
questions about the welfare
of elderly residents and the
integrity of institutions en-
trusted with their care. Act-
ing on directives from the
Rajasthan State Legal Ser-
vices Authority (RSLSA),
Jaipur, and under the guid-
ance of the District Legal
Services Authority (DLSA),
Karauli, a shock inspection
was conducted on Friday,
May 29, at a state-run old
age home operated by Raj
Foundation. The inspection
was led by DLSA Secretary
and Additional District and
Sessions Judge Pratap Sin-
gh Meena. What officials
discovered was deeply dis-
turbing. While the official
register boldly listed 19 el-
derly residents, inspectors
found only 5 seniors physi-
cally present on the prem-
ises. The glaring discrep-

CABINET MINISTERS TO

CARPOOLTO CONSERVE

FAIR REPORT

NEW DELHI: Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi on Thurs-
day called upon his Cabinet
ministers toadopt carpooling
asapractical measure to con-
serve fuel, raising the matter
directly during a Union Cabi-
net meeting in a move that
signals the government’s re-
newed push toward energy
efficiency.

According to reports, the
Prime Minister pointedly
asked ministers whether
they were currently carpool-
ing to official engagements.

He reportedly stated: “If sev-
eral ministers are heading to
the same destination, they
should travel in a single vehi-
cle without compromisingon
security” The appeal under-
scores a deliberate effort by

the Prime Minister’s Office to
lead by example on the ques-
tion of resource conserva-
tion.

The directive comes
against the backdrop of
heightened global energy

concerns triggered by the on-
going conflict in the Middle
East, which has kept crude
oil markets on edge and ex-
erted upward pressure on
fuel import bills. India, which
imports nearly 85 percent of
its crude oil requirements,
remains acutely vulnerable
to international price fluctu-
ations.

This is not the first time
Modi has championed fuel
conservation from the front.
The Prime Minister has con-
sistently encouraged citizens
and government officials
alike to adopt fuel-saving hab-

FUEL

its, periodically renewing
such appeals during periods
of global supply uncertainty.
Political observers note that
the gesture carries signifi-
cant symbolic weight — a sit-
ting Prime Minister holding
his own Cabinet accountable
on an issue that directly af-
fects millions of ordinary In-
dians grappling with fuel
costs. The Cabinet meeting,
held under the national motto
Satyameva Jayate, reinforced
the government’s stated com-
mitment to sustainable gov-
ernance and responsible re-
source management.

POWER CORRIDORS SHAKE UP: MASSIVE IAS
RESHUFFLE SPARKS BUZZ INSIDE RAJASTHAN CMO

Hemraj Tikam
chand Tiwari

By Special Feature Desk
FAIR REPORT

Jaipur: In a sweeping bu-
reaucratic overhaul that
has sent shockwaves
through Rajasthan’s pow-
er corridors, the Bhajan
Lal Sharma government
has carried out a major
reshuffle of senior IAS of-
ficers, triggering intense

political and administra-
tive speculation across the
state capital.

The high-voltage trans-
fer list, released late even-

ing, includes several influ-
ential officers posted in
the Chief Minister’s Of-

fice (CMO), signaling
what insiders describe as

a “strategic reset” ahead
of the government’s next
phase of governance and
policy execution.

Top bureaucrats han-

dling crucial portfolios
such as finance, urban de-
velopment, home affairs,
and infrastructure have
either been reassigned or

given expanded responsi-
bilities. Sources in the
Secretariat claim the re-
shuffle is aimed at tighten-
ing administrative grip,
accelerating flagship pro-
jects, and improving coor-
dination between the
CMO and district admin-
istrations.

Political observers see
the move as more than a
routine bureaucratic exer-
cise. “This is a clear mes-
sage that performance,
delivery, and accountabil-
ity will define the govern-
ment’s functioning,” said
a senior political analyst.
The reshuffle has also
fueled speculation about
growing pressure on de-
partments facing delays
in public welfare schemes
and investment proposals.

Several newly appoint-
ed officers are known for
their aggressive work
style and fast-track deci-
sion-making, indicating
that the government may
now push for quicker im-
plementation on the
ground.

Meanwhile, the Opposi-
tion has termed the re-
shuffle a sign of “internal
administrative dissatis-
faction,” while BJP insid-
ers insist the exercise is
part of a long-term gov-
ernance strategy.

With key officers moved
into critical positions, all
eyes are now on how the
revamped CMO machin-
ery reshapes Rajasthan’s
political and administra-
tive landscape in the
months ahead.

ancy — 14 “ghost residents”
unaccounted for — has set
alarm bells ringing about
possible mismanagement,
misappropriation of gov-
ernment funds, and crimi-
nal neglect of vulnerable
citizens. The inspection,
conducted at Harisinghpu-
ra in the Bharatpur Divi-
sion, revealed multiple seri-
ous irregularities and ad-
ministrative failures within
the facility. The nature and
scale of the lapses suggest
systemic dysfunction rath-
er than isolated oversight.
Questions are now mount-
ing over who is responsible
for the missing elderly,
whether government grants
meant for their upkeep were
being siphoned, and how
long this situation had per-
sisted undetected. Legal au-
thorities are expected to ini-
tiate a formal inquiry. Offi-
cials have indicated that
strict action will be taken
against those found respon-
sible for what appears to be
a brazen betrayal of socie-
ty’s most vulnerable.

Retired Judge’s
Anticipatory Bail
Rejected in Twisha
Sharma Death Case
— CBI Arrest Now
Imminent

BHOPAL: In a dramatic
courtroom development
that has sent shockwaves
through legal circles, the
Madhya Pradesh High
Court has rejected the an-
ticipatory bail application
of Giribala Singh — a re-
tired judge and mother-in-
law of the late Twisha
Sharma — bringing the
possibility of her immi-
nent arrest by the CBI
sharply into focus.

The case, which has
gripped the nation with its
disturbing mix of alleged
domestic cruelty and insti-
tutional privilege, took a
decisive turn during the
hearing when the court was
informed that Giribala Sin-
gh had consistently failed to
cooperate with investiga-
tors. Despite repeated no-
tices, she allegedly avoided
recording her statement —
a conduct the court viewed
with considerable severity.
With anticipatory bail now
firmly denied, legal experts
believe the CBI will move
swiftly to take her into cus-
tody. The investigating
agency, which took over the
case amid allegations of
foul play surrounding
Twisha’s death, has been
building its case against
multiple accused, including
family members.

What makes this case
particularly explosive is the
identity of the accused. Gir-
ibala Singh is not an ordi-
nary citizen — she is a re-
tired member of the judici-
ary, an institution sworn to
uphold the law. Her alleged
obstruction of justice, if
proven, represents a pro-
found betrayal of the very
values she once represented
on the bench. The Twisha
Sharma death case has
raised uncomfortable ques-
tions about violence within
households, the misuse of
social standing to evade ac-
countability, and the urgent
need for swift, impartial jus-
tice for victims who can no
longer speak for themselves.
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Police Destroys Drugs Worth Rs 11 Crore, |
Over 66 Qulntals Burnt in Cement Plant Kiln

Drugs seized in 48
cases from 17 police
stations disposed of
after court approval;
entire process
recorded on video

FAIR REPORT

Chittorgarh- In a major
action against drug traf-
ficking, Chittorgarh Police
destroyed more than 66
quintals of seized narcotic
substances on Friday. The
drugs, seized in 48 cases
registered at 17 police sta-
tions across the district,
had an estimated interna-
tional market value of
around Rs 11 crore. The
disposal operation was car-
ried out in the presence of
Superintendent of Police
Dharmendra Singh, Addi-
tional SP Mukul Sharma,
DSP Bhadesar Vinod Ku-

mar, Police Inspector Jod-
haram, SHO Shambhupura
Dharamraj, ASI Manoj Ku-
mar and other police offi-
cials. Representatives of
UltraTech Cement Plant,
including Unit Head Uttam
Rai, HR Head Nitesh Rathi,
Chief Security Officer
Dhirendra Rathore, PR
Manager Deepak Bhatt and
Environment Department
official Mithilesh Beniwal,

Two Major Crime Incidents in One Night
Couple Assaulted and
Robbed, Cash and
Jewellery Box Stolen
from Another House

Masked men
robbed a couple in
Manpura Mines,
while thieves broke
into a house in
Tarjela village and
escaped with
valuables worth Rs
7.10 lakh

FAIR REPORT

Chittorgarh- Two ma-
jor theft incidents in dif-
ferent police station ar-
eas of the district creat-
ed fear among villagers
on Wednesday night. In
the Manpura Mines area
under Kotwali police sta-
tion, masked criminals
assaulted a couple and
looted cash and jewel-
lery. In another incident
in Tarjela village under
Mandfiya police station,
thieves broke into a
house and stole an iron
box containing cash and
jewellery. The total loss
in both incidents is esti-
mated at Rs 9.19 lakh.
Police have registered
cases and started inves-
tigations. The first inci-
dent took place in Man-
pura Mines. Surajmal
Bhoi (54) had gone out-
side his house around
12:30 am when five
masked men surrounded
him and took away Rs
11,000 kept in his kurta.
The accused then en-
tered the house and stole
about one tola of gold
jewellery, including ear-

rings and a pendant, two
silver rings, around 250
grams of silver anklets
and a mobile phone be-
longing to his wife Sita-
bai. The couple was also
assaulted during the rob-
bery. The criminals took
away a motorcycle
parked outside the
house, but it was later
found about 400 metres
away. The total loss in
this incident was around
Rs 2.09 lakh. The second
incident occurred in
Tarjela village. Com-
plainant Naina Banjara
said the family was
sleeping in the open
courtyard after dinner.
During the night, un-
known thieves broke the
door of the house and
stole an iron box con-
taining cash and jewel-
lery. The box had gold
and silver ornaments
worth about Rs 6.30 lakh,
including silver anklets,
a silver waist belt, gold
jewellery and other
items. The thieves also
took away Rs 80,000 in
cash kept from the sale
of a wheat crop. The to-
tal loss was around Rs
7.10 lakh. The family
woke up and saw four
men running away from
the spot. After failing to
find any clue on their
own, they lodged a com-
plaint at Mandfiya po-
lice station. Police are
investigating both cases
and searching for the ac-
cused.

were also present SP Dhar-
mendra Singh said the
seized narcotics were de-
stroyed after physical veri-
fication and court approv-
al. The disposal was con-
ducted by the District
Drug Disposal Committee
at the kiln of the UltraT-
ech Cement Plant in Sawa
under Shambhupura po-
lice station limits. The de-
stroyed drugs included 65

Rajasthan Likely to
Receive Above-Normal
Rainfall During
Monsoon 2026

Jaipur, Rajasthan is ex-
pected to witness above-
normal rainfall during the
2026 monsoon season, ac-
cording to weather experts
who have linked the forecast
to the developing La Nina
conditions in the Pacific
Ocean. Meteorologists be-
lieve the phenomenon could
bring significant relief to
the state after intense sum-
mer heat and rising water
concerns in several dis-
tricts. The India Meteoro-
logical Department (IMD)
has indicated that La Nina
conditions generally sup-
port stronger monsoon ac-
tivity over the Indian sub-
continent. Experts say Ra-
jasthan, particularly east-
ern and southeastern re-
gions, may receive rainfall
higher than the seasonal
average if the weather pat-
tern strengthens further in
the coming weeks.

=
quintals 76 kg 537 grams
of poppy husk (doda chu-
ra) from 30 cases, 34 kg 748
grams of ganja from 11
cases, 996 grams of MDMA
from six cases and 135
grams of smack from one
case. According to stand-
ard NCB rates, the total
value of the destroyed
narcotics was estimated at
around Rs 11 crore in the
international market. The

SP said police station
store rooms were heavily
occupied by seized narcot-
ics and case property, cre-
ating storage issues. To
free up space and main-
tain proper records, pro-
posals were collected from
the concerned police sta-
tions and the disposal pro-
cess was completed as per
legal procedures. Before
destruction, all records
were verified and the
seized material was
weighed. The entire pro-
cess was photographed
and videographed to en-
sure transparency. The
narcotics had been seized
during anti-drug opera-
tions conducted by 17 po-
lice stations across the
district and were finally
destroyed in accordance
with legal guidelines.

Jaipur, Saturday, 30 May 2026
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Lieutenant Colonel Isha Thakral
Takes Charge as Vice Principal
of Sainik School Chittorgarh

Second-generation Army officer brings rich experience
in education, administration and public relations

Chittorgarh: Sainik
School Chittorgarh has
got a new Vice Principal.
Lieutenant Colonel Isha
Thakral, an experienced
officer of the Indian
Army, has taken charge as
the Vice Principal of the
school. Her appointment
is expected to bring new
direction to the academic
and administrative activi-
ties of the institution. Af-
ter assuming charge, she
expressed her commit-
ment to taking the school
tonew heights of achieve-
ment and making it one of
the leading educational
institutions in the coun-
try. School Principal Colo-
nel Anil Dev Singh Jasro-
tia welcomed Lieutenant

Thakral
briefed her about the
school’s functioning, aca-
demic activities and ad-

Colonel and

ministrative  arrange-
ments. According to the
school’s Public Relations
Officer Babulal Shivran,
Lieutenant Colonel Isha
Thakral is a skilled and
experienced officer of the
Army Educational Corps.
She was commissioned
into the Indian Army on

September 16, 2006. She is
a second-generation
Army officer and an
alumna of the Officers
Training Academy, Chen-
nai. Lieutenant Colonel
Thakral holds a postgrad-
uate degree in English
Literature from the Uni-
versity of Jammu. She
has extensive experience
in education, leadership,
administration and pub-
lic relations.

Case Detected During Morning Count: Life Convict

Prisoner Lalit Meena
Missing from
Chittorgarh Open Air
Camp, Jail
Administration
Registers Case at
Kotwali Police Station
After Recount

FAIR REPORT

Chittorgarh- A prisoner
serving a life sentence in a
murder case escaped from
the Open Air Camp run un-
der the District Jail, Chit-
torgarh. The incident came
to light during the regular
morning count on Thurs-
day, causing panic among
jail officials. A report has
been registered at Kotwali
Police Station. According
to information, a total of 19
prisoners were staying in
the Open Air Camp. One

,,_ .

prisoner was on parole,
while another prisoner has
now escaped from the
camp. The escaped prison-
er has been identified as
Lalit alias Lalshankar ali-
as Lala, son of Mota Mee-
na, a resident of Sarada,
Udaipur, currently living
in Salumber. He had been
serving his sentence in the
Open Air Camp for about
two years and was living

g% Tes 1) T

- alone. It is reported that

Lalit Meena was present
during the prisoner count
conducted at around 5:30
am on Wednesday. Howev-
er, he was missing during
the regular count held at 6
am on Thursday. After find-
ing one prisoner missing,
jail authorities conducted
another count and verified
the identity of all prison-
ers, but Lalit Meena could

POVERTY WITHOUT DEFINITION

FAIR REPORT
BY HEMRAJ TIKAMCHAND

India’s Constitution
promises justice, equality
and dignity to every citi-
zen. Yet, remarkably, it
never clearly defines one
of the country’s most po-
litically invoked identi-
ties: the poor.

For decades, govern-
ments have fought elec-
tions in the name of pov-
erty. Slogans have changed
— from “Garibi Hatao” to
welfare guarantees and
economic inclusion — but
the central question re-
mains unresolved: who
exactly is “poor” in the

eyes of the Indian state?

The Constitution itself
avoids a rigid definition.
Instead, Constitution of
India speaks through
principles. Article 14
guarantees equality be-
fore law. Article 21 pro-
tects the right to live with
dignity. Directive Princi-
ples urge the state to re-
duce inequality and pro-
tect weaker sections. The
moral direction is clear,
even if the legal defini-
tion is absent.

In practice, however,
poverty in India is often
reduced to paperwork. A
ration card, an income
certificate, a Below Pov-

erty Line list, an EWS cat-
egory — these bureaucrat-
ic labels decide who de-
serves support and who
does not. As a result, pov-
erty is measured less by
lived suffering and more
by administrative eligibil-
ity.

The contradiction is
striking. A daily wage
worker struggling to feed
a family may fail to quali-
fy as “poor” because of a
modest brick house or an
old motorcycle. Mean-
while, loopholes some-
times allow the relatively
privileged to access bene-
fits meant for the vulner-
able. But poverty is not

merely about income. It is
also about insecurity, ex-
clusion and lack of oppor-
tunity. It is the child
forced to leave school, the
farmer trapped in debt,
the graduate without em-
ployment and the patient
who cannot afford treat-
ment.

Perhaps the Constitu-
tion did not define poverty
because poverty itself
evolves with society. But a
democracy cannot afford
to treat it as only a statis-
tic. The true measure of a
republic lies not in the
wealth of its elites, but in
the dignity it guarantees
to its weakest citizens.

in Murder Case Escapes from Open jail

What is an Open Air Camp?

An Open Air Camp, also known as an Open Jail, is a
prison system where convicted prisoners with good
conduct are given certain relaxations compared to
regular jails. Here, prisoners are kept in an open
environment instead of behind high walls and under
strict security. In such camps, prisoners are allowed
to work, do labour jobs, or take up employment

and return at a fixed time. In some cases, prisoners
can also live with their families. However, regular
counting and monitoring of prisoners continues.
The purpose of this system is to help well-behaved
prisoners reconnect with society and encourage their

rehabilitation.

not be found. After this, the
jail administration imme-
diately informed Kotwali
Police Station. According
to jail officials, Lalit Mee-
na was convicted in a mur-
der case registered at Kel-
wa Police Station in Rajsa-
mand district. In 2019, the
Additional District and
Sessions Judge, Rajsa-

mand, sentenced him to
life imprisonment and im-
posed a fine of Rs 10,000.
Based on a complaint filed
by jail guard Vederam
Choudhary, a case has
been registered and police
have started an investiga-
tion. Police teams are
searching for the escaped
prisoner.

Green Mission Gets Political Push:
Rajasthan CMO Ramps Up Mega
Plantation Drive Ahead of Monsoon

Jaipur: In a massive green
push ahead of the monsoon

season, the Rajasthan
Chief Minister’s Office
(CMO) has intensified

preparations for the ambi-
tious “Hariyalo Rajasthan”
campaign, with officials
closely monitoring nursery
development and large-
scale plantation targets
across the state.

The campaign, aimed at
boosting green cover and
strengthening environ-
mental sustainability, has
now become one of the gov-
ernment’s key administra-
tive priorities. Senior offi-
cials in the CMO are re-
portedly conducting regu-

lar reviews with district
administrations, forest de-
partments, and local bodies
to ensure timely availabil-
ity of saplings before the
arrival of the southwest
monsoon. Sources in the
Secretariat said the gov-
ernment is preparing for
plantation activities on an
unprecedented scale this
year, focusing on highways,
urban areas, village com-
mons, schools, and water
conservation zones. Offi-
cials have also been direct-
ed to improve survival
rates of planted saplings,
an area that has remained
a challenge in previous
drives.

Strong Batting Effort Goes in Vain as Chittorgarh Suffers
Defeat, Lakhan Bhartl Turns Match in Barmer’s Favour

Team fails to defend
230-run target; poor
bowling in final overs
proves costly, must
win two of remaining
three matches

FAIR REPORT

Chittorgarh- Jodhpur.
Chittorgarh suffered a
7-wicket defeat against
Barmer in a Plate-A Group
match of the Senior Men’s
Colvin Shield Cricket

Tournament being organ-
ized by the Rajasthan
Cricket Association in
Jodhpur. Despite posting a
competitive total of 230
runs, Chittorgarh could
not hold its advantage in
the final overs as Lakhan
Bharti Mankas and Rahul
Chaudhary guided Bar-
mer to victory with ag-
gressive batting. The
eight-day state-level tour-
nament features teams
from 33 districts of Ra-

jasthan. Players perform-
ing well in the competition

will have an opportunity
to be considered for the

Ranji team.

After winning the toss
and choosing to bat first,
Chittorgarh got off to a
poor start as Vikas Dad
was dismissed early. How-
ever, Harshvardhan Singh
Chauhan and Devendra
Singh Yadav steadied the
innings with an important
partnership.

Harshvardhan scored 55
runs from 93 balls, while
Devendra contributed 44
runs. In the middle order,

Rahul Kumar Bhat played
a responsible innings and
remained unbeaten on 49
runs. Naman Joshi added
29 runs, while Pradeep Ku-
mar Baresa scored a quick
12 runs from just 4 balls in
the final overs. Chittor-
garh finished with 230/7 in
50 overs. While defending
the target, Chittorgarh
bowlers made a good come-
back in the middle overs.
Pradeep Kumar Baresa,
Narendra Singh Rao and

Naman Joshi picked up
wickets and kept the
match competitive. How-
ever, Rahul Chaudhary
and Lakhan Bharti Man-
kas attacked in the closing
stages and helped Barmer
reach the target comforta-
bly. Chittorgarh missed
the services of its key
bowler Shresht, who was
unavailable due to illness.
Team officials are hopeful
that he will return for the
next match and strengthen

the bowling attack. Chit-
torgarh now has three
matches remaining in the
tournament. The team will
face Jhunjhunu on May 30,
Tonk on May 31 and Jodh-
pur on June 1. To stay in
contention, Chittorgarh
must win at least two of its
remaining three matches.
The strong batting perfor-
mance in this game has
boosted the team’s confi-
dence ahead of the upcom-
ing fixtures.
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