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MASSIVE, DUST STORM SWEEPS THROUGH RAJASTHAN
APOCALYPTIC VISUALS LEAVE LOCALS REELING

FAIR REPORT

Jaipur: A massive dust
storm barelled through
several parts of Rajasthan
on Saturday, disrupting
normal life, though the ac-
companying rain brought
some relief from the in-
tense heatwave conditions.

Clouds of dust and sand
engulfed many towns, re-
ducing visibility to zero
and forcing motorists to
switch on headlights dur-
ing the day. Winds initially
picked up in Hanuman-
garh and Sri Ganganagar
regions, reaching speeds of
around 56 kmph, officials

said.

Several places reported
uprooting of trees and dis-
ruption in electricity sup-
ply due to strong winds. In
Jaipur, a dust storm lasted
approximately 10 minutes
in the evening before giv-
ing way to rain.

The storm, triggered by

a Western Disturbance, af-
fected districts including
Churu, Hanumangarh, Sri
Ganganagar, Bikaner, Na-
gaur, Didwana-Kuchaman,
Alwar and Sikar, while
Jaipur witnessed strong
winds followed by rain.
“We never imagined
such a massive dust storm

would engulf the city. It is
the first time we have wit-
nessed such an intense
storm. The sky turned
dark around 2 pm, almost
like nightfall. People are
moving with their vehicle
headlights on, and normal
life has been disrupted as
we are facing several dif-

ficulties,” a Churu resi-
dent told PTI Videos.
According to weather
updates, a very severe dust
storm with wind speeds of
70-80 kmph was moving
across northwest Ra-
jasthan, including Bikan-
er, Ganganagar, Hanuman-
garh, Churu, Sikar, Jhunj-

hunu, Jaipur and Nagaur
districts, and adjoining
areas, during the after-
noon.

Rainfall was also re-
corded in parts of the
state, including Udaipur
and other districts. Churu
recorded 14.8 mm of rain-
fall, Pilani 10.4 mm and

Sangaria in Hanuman-
garh 3.5 mm, officials said.
Dust storms were reported
in Sri Ganganagar, with
similar conditions wit-
nessed in Churu and Bi-
kaner. Dust clouds also
covered areas such as
Fatehpur and Laxman-
garh in Sikar district.

AFTER QUITTING AS CM,
SIDDARAMAIAH RACES TO

DELHI

— SEEKS PLUM POST

FOR SON IN RESHUFFLE

Hours after stepping
down as Karnataka
Chief Minister,
Siddaramaiah meets
Rahul Gandhi and
Kharge — with a
personal agenda at
the top of his list
FAIR REPORT

NEW DELHI, May 30 —
The ink had barely dried on
his resignation letter when
Siddaramaiah was on a
plane to Delhi. The veteran
Congress leader, who
stepped down as Karnataka
Chief Minister, made a bee-
line for the national capital
to meet Rahul Gandhi and
party president Mallikar-
jun Kharge — and sources
say the agenda was any-
thing but ceremonial.
According to ABP News,
Siddaramaiah placed several
demands before the Congress
high command, the most po-
litically charged being a sig-
nificant cabinet berth for his

son Yatindra Siddaramaiah
in the incoming ministerial
lineup. The development has
set off immediate speculation
about how much leverage the
outgoing CM still wields —
and how far the high com-
mand is willing to accommo-
datehim. A father’slastactas
Chief Minister may well be
securing his son’s first act as
Minister. The Congress high
command now faces a deli-
cate balancing act. Accom-
modating Siddaramaiah’s
demands risks perception of
dynastic bargaining at its
most brazen; ignoring them
risks alienating a seasoned
mass leader whose support
base in Karnataka’s OBC
communities remains formi-
dable. In the Congress tradi-
tion of managed transitions,
the outcome will be a test of
how much the old guard can
still dictate terms to the new
order. Karnataka is watching
— and so is the rest of the
country.

SUPERSTORM RAVAGES ASIA’S
LARGEST SOLAR PARK, THREATENS

NATIONAL POWER GRID

Millions of solar panels and high-tension lines flattened at Bhadla — restoration
could take weeks as India braces for an electricity supply crunch

FAIR REPORT

LOHAWAT/PHALODI: A
ferocious superstorm that
tore through Rajasthan’s
Phalodi district on Satur-
day evening has left Asia’s
largest solar park in ruins,
triggering fears of a major
electricity crisis across In-
dia. The Bhadla Solar Park
— a sprawling complex
that generates power for
homes and industries well
beyond Rajasthan’s bor-
ders — bore the full wrath
of the storm, with millions
of solar panels and high-
tension transmission lines
reduced to twisted wreck-
age. The scale of the devas-
tation is staggering. Hun-
dreds of companies oper-
ate large solar installations
in the Phalodi district,
widely regarded as India’s

solar capital, and virtually
all of them have suffered
significant damage. Work-
ers arriving at the site Sun-
day morning were met
with the sight of shattered
panel arrays stretching
across the desert, their
steel structures buckled
and collapsed.

The disaster has struck
at the worst possible mo-
ment. Summer months rep-

resent peak output for so-
lar installations in the
Thar Desert, and electrici-
ty demand across northern
India is already running at
seasonal highs. With gen-
eration capacity severely
curtailed and no firm time-
line for repairs, the short-
fall is expected to be felt
across multiple states that
depend on Bhadla’s output.

Officials warn that re-

pairing snapped high-volt-
age transmission lines
alone will be an enormous
logistical  undertaking.
Power sector experts cau-
tion that even an optimistic
timeline could leave the
grid short by thousands of
megawatts during India’s
most energy-intensive
weeks of the year.

The storm has also ex-
posed a critical vulnerabil-
ity — the dangerous con-
centration of so much na-
tional generation capacity
in a single geographic cor-
ridor subject to the ex-
treme weather increasing-
ly common to the Thar De-
sert. Emergency meetings
have been convened at the
state level, with the Minis-
try of New and Renewable
Energy expected to assess
the situation by Monday.

PAY TO PASS: QATAR OPENS

DOOR TO HORMUZ TRANSIT

TOLL — AND THE WORLD’S
OIL MARKETS ARE WATCHING

Qatar’s Deputy PM
signals openness to a
temporary levy on
ships passing through
the world’s most
critical energy

chokepoint
FAIR REPORT
DOHA/NEW  DELHI,

May 30 — One waterway.
Twenty percent of the
world’s oil. And now, the
possibility of a toll booth.
Qatar’s Deputy Prime Min-
ister Sheikh Saud bin Ab-
dulrahman Al Thani has
sent shockwaves through
global energy markets by
signalling that a temporary
transit fee on vessels pass-
ing through the Strait of
Hormuz is a conversation
worth having. The Deputy
PM drew a careful line: Qa-
tar firmly opposes a per-
manent toll — but a tempo-
rary levy, he said, is open to
negotiation. His key condi-
tion: if the revenue is ear-
marked specifically for

mine-clearing and restor-
ing safe navigation in the
waterway, the proposal has
merit worth examining. ‘A
temporary toll — if used to
clear mines and restore
safe passage — can be dis-
cussed.” The statement ar-
rives at a moment of acute
regional tension, with mar-
itime security in the Gulf
already stretched thin. The
strait — only 33 km at its
narrowest — carries nearly
20% of the world’s daily oil
supply, and any new cost on
its passage ripples instant-
ly into crude prices and
shipping rates worldwide.

For India, which im-
ports over 85% of its crude
oil largely routed through
the Gulf, the stakes could
not be higher. Any formali-
sation of Hormuz transit
costs would add a painful
new layer to an already
strained energy import
bill. New Delhi will be
watching Doha very care-
fully.

TWILLNOT BOW DOWN’: MLA BHATI LIGHTS SACRED FIRE AS
GIRAL MINE WORKERS® PROTEST ENTERS EXPLOSIVE NEW PHASE

Singh Bhati performs Sadbuddhl Havan’to awaken agovernment he
accuses of deaf indifference — and vows the fight is far from over

FAIR REPORT

BARMER/LOHAWAT,
May 30 — When elected rep-
resentatives turn to sacred
fire to make a sleeping gov-
ernment listen, something
has gone badly wrong. That
is precisely the message
Shiv MLA Ravindra Singh

Bhati sent on Saturday, per-
forming a Sadbuddhi Havan
alongside hundreds of
workers and villagers out-
side the Giral Lignite Mines
in Barmer district — on the
26th day of a protest that
shows no sign of cooling
down.

The symbolism was
pointed and deliberate.
Workers toiling in one of
India’s most extreme climat-
ic conditions have been sit-
ting on the road for over 45
days with no satisfactory
response from the Rajasthan
government.  Saturday’s

havan, held to Vedic chants
with women, elderly villag-
ersand youth in attendance,
was the agitation’s way of
saying: if logic and democ-
racy cannot move you, per-
haps the gods can. Bhati,
who has been sleeping at the
protest site every single

night for 26 days — conduct-
ing public hearings from the
dharna ground itself — did

not mince words. “Workers
have been on the street for 45
days in this punishing heat.

Some have fallen ill, some
have needed medical atten-
tion. And yet the govern-
ment has shown not a shred
of sensitivity.” The core de-
mands — reinstatement of
terminated workers, strict
8-hour workday enforce-
ment, priority hiring for lo-
cal youth, safety standard
compliance, and full statu-
tory labour benefits — re-
main unresolved after mul-
tiple inconclusive rounds of
talks. What began as an in-

dustrial dispute has evolved
into something far larger.
The dharna ground is now a
parallel public forum, with
villagers arriving daily to
place grievances before Bha-
ti. The movement draws
growing support from social
organisations and labour
groups statewide. Worker
leaders on Saturday issued a
final warning: if the govern-
ment fails to act in writing,
the agitation will expand
dramatically:
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SP Dharmendra Singh’s First Crime Meeting
Illegal Properties of Criminals to be Frozen,

Strict Action Against [llegal Mining

SP reviews law and
order situation,
directs officers to
take strong action
against history-
sheeters, wanted
criminals and drug
smugglers

FAIR REPORT

Chittorgarh: Newly ap-
pointed Superintendent
of Police Dharmendra
Singh held his first crime
review meeting on Satur-
day at the Police Line Au-
ditorium. During the
meeting, he instructed
police officers to take
strict action against crim-
inals and anti-social ele-
ments and said that crime
will not be tolerated in the

district. The meeting was
attended by Additional
SPs, Deputy Superinten-
dents of Police (DSPs) and

Station House Officers
(SHOs). The SP reviewed
the law and order situa-
tion, crime control meas-

ures and overall policing
in the district. SP Singh
directed officers to take
effective action against

history-sheeters, habitual
offenders, permanent
warrant absconders and
other criminals. He said

Bribe Demanded for Medical Claim Approval:
ESIC Branch Manager Caught Taklng Rs 10,000

Accused of Earlier
Collecting Rs 40,000;
Employees Allegedly
Pressured for Medical
Bill and Medical Leave
Payments

FAIR REPORT

Chittorgarh- In a major
anti-corruption action,
the Anti-Corruption Bu-
reau (ACB) Special Unit,
Udaipur, on Saturday ar-
rested ESIC Branch Man-
ager Sandeepa Vohra
while allegedly accepting
a bribe of Rs 10,000. The
trap operation was con-
ducted after verification
of a complaint alleging
that she was demanding
money to approve medical
bills and medical leave
claims under the Employ-
ees’ State Insurance Cor-
poration (ESIC) scheme.
ACB Inspector Laxman
Dangi said that a resident
of Mandfiya filed the com-
plaint. According to the
complainant, his nephew
was working through L&T
Company at Hindustan
Zinc, Chanderiya. In Au-
gust 2025, the employee

suffered a paralysis attack
while on duty and had to
undergo expensive medi-
cal treatment. A claim was
submitted under the ESIC
scheme for reimburse-
ment of medical expenses
and payment of medical
leave benefits. The com-
plainant alleged that ESIC
Branch Manager Sand-
eepa Vohra was continu-
ously demanding a bribe
to approve the claim. It
was also alleged that she
put pressure on the em-
ployee’s relatives as well
asthe HR Manager of L&T
Company to arrange and

pay the demanded amount.
The complaint further
claimed that this was not
the first such incident. Ac-
cording to the complain-
ant, several employees
had earlier paid bribes to
get their claims approved.
It was alleged that around
Rs 40,000 had already been
collected from employees
and their family members
in different cases. Trou-
bled by the repeated de-
mands for money, the com-
plainant approached the
Anti-Corruption Bureau
and lodged a formal com-
plaint. After receiving the

CRUDE CRASHES 11% IN A WEEK

BUT DON'THOLD YOUR
BREATH FOR CHEAPER PETROL

Global oil prices
record their steepest
weekly fall in seven
weeks — yet
geopolitical shadows
and government
inertia mean Indian
consumers may not
see relief at the pump
anytime soon

FAIR REPORT

NEW DELHI: Crude oil
has just delivered its most
dramatic weekly plunge in
nearly two months — and
yet millions of Indian mo-
torists filling up at petrol
pumps this weekend will
feel precisely nothing. In-
ternational crude prices
fell by a sharp 11% this
week, the steepest seven-
week decline on global
markets. But experts are
firmly pumping the brakes
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on expectations of a retail
price cut.

The reason is familiar,
frustrating and entirely po-
litical. Geopolitical ten-
sions continue to cast long
shadows over global supply
chains, keeping market
sentiment jittery even as
headline prices fall. Crude
pricing and retail fuel pric-
ingin India operate in very
different universes — one
governed by international
markets, the other by gov-
ernment policy, oil compa-

ny margins, and electoral
timing. Cheaper crude fills
government coffers before
it fills your tank. India’s
state-run o0il marketing
companies have historical-
ly absorbed crude fluctua-
tions as buffer, revising re-
tail prices only when sus-
tained trends make it po-
litically unavoidable. Cen-
tral and state taxes alone
account for over half the
retail price of petrol —
meaning even a dramatic
global crash delivers muted
relief to the end consumer.
For ordinary Indians al-
ready battling high infla-
tion, the sight of crashing
crude prices yielding zero
pump relief is a source of
deep frustration. The oil is
cheaper. The question, as
always, is who gets to keep
the difference.

complaint, the ACB initi-
ated verification proceed-
ings. The verification was
carried out under the su-

pervision of Udaipur
Range DIG Dr. Rameshwar
Singh and the leadership
of ACB Special Unit Ad-
ditional SP Rajiv Joshi.
On May 29, ACB officials
verified the conversation
related to the bribe de-
mand and examined other
facts of the case. During
verification, it was con-
firmed that the branch
manager had allegedly de-
manded Rs 10,000 for ap-
proving the medical bills

and medical leave pay-
ment. After confirmation
of the demand, the ACB
planned a trap operation.
On May 30, the complain-
ant reached the ESIC
branch office with the
bribe amount as instruct-
ed by the ACB team. As
soon as Sandeepa Vohra
accepted Rs 10,000 in her
office chamber, the wait-
ing ACB team immediate-
ly conducted the raid and
caught her red-handed.
The ACB team recovered
the bribe amount from the
spot and completed all le-
gal formalities before ar-
resting the accused officer.
Officials said that a case
has been registered
against Sandeepa Vohra
under the Prevention of
Corruption Act. A detailed
investigation is now un-
derway. The ACB is also
examining whether bribes
were taken in other medi-
cal claim and benefit cas-
es. If additional com-
plaints or evidence
emerge, those cases will
also be included in the in-
vestigation.
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that creating fear of law
among criminals is a top
priority. He also instruct-
ed officers to identify and

freeze illegal properties
acquired by criminals in-
volved in drug trafficking,
illegal arms cases, organ-
ized crime and other seri-
ous offences. He said that
action against illegally
earned assets is an effec-
tive way to weaken crimi-
nal networks. The SP ex-
pressed concern over il-
legal mining activities in
the district and directed
police officers to Kkeep
strict watch and take
strong legal action
against those involved.
During the meeting, spe-
cial emphasis was laid on
quick disposal of pending
cases, prompt action in
crimes against women
and children, prevention

of cybercrime, effective
patrolling, arrest of want-
ed criminals and timely
resolution of public com-
plaints. SP Dharmendra
Singh said that the main
aim of the police is to
strengthen the feeling of
safety among citizens and
maintain fear of law
among criminals. He
asked all officers and
staff to work as a team to
maintain peace, law and
order and control crime
in the district. Additional
SP Mukul Sharma, Addi-
tional SP Bhagwat Singh,
all DSPs, SHOs, Crime As-
sistant Inspector Jodhar-
am and in-charge officers
of various branches were
present in the meeting.

Major Breakthrough in Arms Smuggling
Case: Two More Pistols Recovered on
Jailed Accused’s Information, Total 3

Weapons and 5 Magazmes Seized

Interrogation of
accused arrested on
highway leads to fresh
recoveries; police
searching for main
arms supplier

FAIR REPORT

Chittorgarh. Police have
achieved a major success
in an arms smuggling
case. Gangrar Police re-
covered two more illegal
pistols and two magazines
during the investigation
of an illegal weapons traf-
ficking gang. With this re-
covery, a total of three pis-
tols and five magazines
have been seized in the
case so far. Superintendent
of Police Dharmendra
Singh said the action was
carried out under the su-
pervision of Additional SP
Mukul Sharma, DSP Gan-
grar Shiv Prakash Tailor
and SHO Shyama Ram. On
May 26, ASI Shaitan Singh
and his team raided an
area near The Right
Choice Hotel on the

Bhilwara-Chittorgarh
Highway after receiving a
tip-off about an illegal
arms deal. During the op-
eration, police arrested
Bablu Sikligar, who had
come to buy weapons,
along with Deepak alias
Deepu Nayak, Nikhil Bhoi
and Jitendra Mali, who
were allegedly involved in
selling the weapons. Police
recovered one pistol and
one magazine from Bablu
Sikligar and two maga-
zines from the other ac-
cused. A case was regis-
tered and further investi-
gation was started. During
interrogation, accused
Nikhil Bhoi revealed that

he had earlier supplied
two illegal pistols to Bablu
Sikligar. Based on this in-
formation, police brought
Bablu Sikligar back from
judicial custody for ques-
tioning. Acting on his in-
formation, police recov-
ered two more illegal pis-
tols from his house. Police
said that a total of three
pistols and five magazines
have now been seized in
the case. Efforts are under-
way to identify and arrest
the main supplier of the
illegal weapons. Police be-
lieve that further investi-
gation may reveal more
details about the arms
smuggling network.

Baran Police Bust lllegal Mining Network: 42 Vehicles,
Heavy Machinery Seized in Massive Crackdown

FAIR REPORT

JAIPUR, May 30: In one
of the largest anti-mining
operations in recent mem-
ory, Baran district police
dismantled a sprawling
illegal mining network
along the Parvati river
and surrounding villages
on Saturday, seizing 42 ve-
hicles and heavy machin-
ery in a sweeping crack-
down that sent shock-
waves through the re-
gion’s mineral mafia.

Acting on ground intel-
ligence, Superintendent
of Police Abhishek An-
dasu deployed four covert
special teams simultane-
ously across Mangrol,
Kishanganj, and Siswali
police station areas — en-
suring criminal networks
had no time to flee or con-
ceal equipment.

The most dramatic ac-
tion unfolded at the Mun-

dia, Balunda, and Surtak
ghats of the Parvati river,
where teams caught ille-
gal operators red-handed.
Seized on the spot were
eight Poklain excavators,
five JCB machines, 29
tractor-trolleys, two
dumpers, three motorcy-
cles, and two river boats
used to ferry illegally ex-

tracted gravel.

Simultaneously, two
heavy excavators and a
dumper were seized near
village Bislai in Kis-
hanganj, while authori-
ties in Siswali levied an
on-the-spot fine of 29,600
against an illegal gravel
stockpile at Paparli vil-
lage.

All vehicles were seized

under Section 207 of the
Motor Vehicles Act. De-
tailed incident reports
have been formally for-
warded to the Mining and
Transport Departments
for imposition of addi-
tional penalties running
into lakhs — including
environmental damage

compensation.

The operation, super-
vised by Additional SP Dr.
Kamal Kumar, signals a
decisive shift in the state’s
tolerance for river-bed
plunder that costs the ex-
chequer millions annual-
ly. “This is just the begin-
ning,” a senior officer
warned.
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