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THE DAWN OF A FEARLESS PEN

DEADLY BLAST ROCKS
MYANMAR BORDER TOWN,
OVER 55 FEARED DEAD

Scores Injured as
Explosion Levels
Homes Near Chinese
Border

FAIR REPORT

Bangkok: A devastating
explosion tore through a
village in northeastern
Myanmar on Sunday, kill-
ing at least 55 people and
injuring around 70 others
in one of the deadliest in-
dustrial-style disasters re-
ported in the conflict-hit
nation in recent years.

The Dblast occurred
around midday in Kaung-
tup village in Namhkam
township, aregion near the
Chinese border controlled
by the Ta’ang National Lib-
eration Army (TNLA), an
ethnic armed group that
has long battled Myan-
mar’s military.

Rescue workers de-
scribed scenes of devasta-
tion as emergency teams
searched through debris
and damaged structures.
Local reports said dozens
of bodies, including those
of children, were recov-
ered from the site, while
hospitals struggled to cope
with the influx of injured
residents.

Preliminary investiga-

tions suggest the explosion
originated at a storage fa-
cility containing large
quantities of gelignite, a
powerful explosive com-
monly used in mining and
quarrying operations. The
TNLA acknowledged that
the explosives had been
stored by its economic de-
partment and said an in-
vestigation into the cause
of the blast was underway.

The force of the explo-
sion reportedly damaged
more than 100 nearby
homes, leaving families
displaced and triggering
fears of a wider humani-
tarian crisis in the area.
Images circulating on local
media showed shattered
buildings, twisted debris
and thick plumes of smoke
rising above the border
town.

The tragedy highlights
the risks associated with
storing industrial explo-
sives in densely populated
areas, particularly in re-
gions where governance
and safety oversight re-
main limited due to ongo-
ing conflict.

Myanmar has remained
deeply unstable since the
military seized power in
2021, with large swathes of

Elections Won by Manipulation, Not
Development: BJP MLA’s Candid
Admission Triggers Political Storm

FAIR REPORT

LUCKNOW: A BJP legisla-
tor’s startlingly frank re-
marks about electoral poli-
tics have set off a firestorm
on social media, with a viral
video showing him openly
declaring that elections are
won through political ma-
noeuvring — not develop-
ment work.

Shyam Prakash, MLA
from Gopamau assembly
constituency in Hardoi dis-
trict of Uttar Pradesh, is
seen in the circulating clip
delivering what amounts to
arare, unfiltered confession
from within the ruling es-
tablishment. “Elections are
not won through develop-
ment — they are won
through jugaad (manipula-
tion),” he is heard saying
bluntly before a gathering.

The MLA went further,
citing his own constituen-
cy’s experience as evidence.
“We got a lot of develop-
ment work done — we

thought that would be
enough. But in the villages
where we built roads, not a
single vote came out of
those booths for us,” he re-
portedly said, suggesting
that tangible public welfare
had yielded little electoral
dividend. The remarks have
since spread rapidly across
platforms, drawing sharp
reactions from opposition
parties who argue the state-
ment exposes the BJP’s
transactional approach to
governance. Critics contend
it reflects a broader cyni-
cism within the political
class — one that prioritises
backroom deals over genu-
ine public service. Political
analysts note, however, that
the MLA’s candour, however
uncomfortable, mirrors a
ground reality acknowl-
edged privately by politi-
cians across party lines —
that voter psychology often
defies the logic of perfor-
mance-based politics.
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NIA Raids in Rajasthan as Probe
into Suspected Pakistan-Linked
Smuggling Network Intensifies

FAIR REPORT

Jaipur: The National In-
vestigation Agency (NIA)
on Sunday carried out co-
ordinated searches at mul-
tiple locations in Ra-
jasthan, including Neem-
rana and Ajmer, as part of
a nationwide crackdown
on a suspected cross-bor-
der smuggling network be-
lieved to have links across
the India-Pakistan border.

The raids were conduct-
ed simultaneously with
operations in several other
states, underscoring the
scale of the investigation
into what officials describe
as an organized syndicate
allegedly involved in illicit
trafficking and logistics
support activities. Security
agencies suspect the net-
work may have been used
to facilitate the movement

of contraband and other il-
legal consignments
through routes spanning
multiple regions.
According to sources fa-
miliar with the investiga-
tion, NIA teams, assisted
by local police and intelli-
gence units, searched resi-
dential and commercial
premises linked to individ-
uals under scrutiny. Elec-
tronic devices, financial

records and other docu-
ments were reportedly ex-
amined for evidence of
communication channels,
financial transactions and
operational links connect-
ed tothe alleged smuggling
racket.

Several persons were
questioned during the op-
eration, though no official
statement regarding ar-
rests had been issued till

late evening. Officials
maintained that the
searches were part of an
ongoing effort to uncover
the full extent of the net-
work and identify its key
operatives, facilitators and
financial backers.

The agency is believed
to be examining possible
interstate and interna-
tional linkages, with in-
vestigators focusing on

the movement of funds,
digital communications
and suspected cross-bor-
der contacts. Security ex-
perts note that such opera-
tions reflect growing con-
cerns over organized
smuggling networks that
can pose broader challeng-
es to national security.

The latest action high-
lights the Centre’s inten-
sified focus on disman-
tling transnational crimi-
nal networks and
strengthening border se-
curity mechanisms. Fur-
ther searches and interro-
gations are expected as
investigators piece togeth-
er evidence gathered dur-
ing the raids. Authorities
have indicated that the
probe remains at a crucial
stage, with additional dis-
closures likely in the com-
ing days.

MERIT MUST NOT BE A CASUALTY

Hemraj Tikam
chand Tiwari

By Special Feature Desk
n every competi-
tive examination,

I millions of young
people place their hopes,
aspirations, and years of
hard work on a single op-
portunity. Behind every
admit card lies a story of
sacrifice—late-night

study sessions, financial
struggles, family expec-

tations, and an unwa-
vering belief that merit
will ultimately prevail.
When an examination is
compromised, it is not
merely a procedural
failure; it is a breach of
public trust.

Recent incidents of
paper leaks and recruit-
ment irregularities
have once again high-
lighted the urgent need
to protect the integrity
of examination systems.
The consequences ex-
tend far beyond adminis-
trative embarrassment.
Each compromised exam
undermines confidence
in institutions, creates
uncertainty among de-
serving candidates, and
fuels a perception that

EDITORIAL

MERIT .

MUST NOT BE
A CASUALTY -

When examinations are compromisedT
itis not just a paper that leaks—
it is trust that breaks.

Behind every admit card is a story of
sacrifice, discipline and ambition.

Recruitment transparency is not
an administrative favour—
it is a matter of justice.

Technology, strong systems and
independent oversight can
protect the sanctity of every exam.

Timely exams, clear communication
and accountability rebuild
public confidence.

A fair system builds a confident youth
and a stronger Rajasthan.

00060

66 Retorms are not just about preventing fraud;
they are about protecting dreams and

strengthening the credibility of governance. §§

Let Rajasthan lead with a recruitment system

that is FAIR, TRANSPARENT and FUTURE-READY.

Merit is the foundation of progress.

By HEMRAJ TIKAMCHAND

EXAMINATION -

OPPORTUNITY MUST BE
! DETERMINED BY MERIT,
NOT BY MANIPULATION.

THE WAY FORWARD

® Secure processes, zero tolerance for malpractice
® Transparent investigations, time-bound action

» Independent audits and public disclosure
 Arecruitment system that youth can truly trust

Hemees Tohanchard, of

-—————- Editorial Writer

manipulation can out-
weigh merit.

A fair recruitment
process is not a privilege
granted by the state; it is
a fundamental obliga-
tion of good governance.
Transparency, account-
ability, and equal oppor-
tunity form the bedrock
of any credible examina-
tion system. When these
principles are weakened,
society risks discourag-
ing talent and rewarding
unfair advantage.

The solution does not
lie in outrage alone. Gov-
ernments, examination
authorities, and law-en-
forcement agencies must
work together to estab-
lish robust safeguards.
Technology-driven mon-

pendent audits,
penalties for malprac-
tice, and time-bound in-
vestigations are essen-
tial reforms.

that trust

itoring, secure digital
infrastructure, inde-
strict

Equally
important is transparent
communication  with
candidates, ensuring
is rebuilt

the belief that success is
determined by effort,
ability,
ance—not by access, in-
fluence, or fraud.

and persever-

The debate over ex-

amination reforms is ul-
timately about
than preventing leaks. It

more

about protecting

dreams, preserving jus-

through action rather
than assurances.

For a state like Ra-
jasthan, where thou-
sands of young people
compete for limited pub-
lic-sector opportunities,
maintaining examina-
tion integrity is critical
to social and economic
progress. A generation’s
confidence in public in-
stitutions depends upon

tice, and strengthening
democratic governance.
Opportunity must be de-
termined by merit, not
manipulation. A trans-
parent and trustworthy
recruitment system is
not merely an adminis-
trative necessity—it is
an investment in the fu-
ture of the youth and the
credibility of the state
itself.

Nepal Scrambles to
Clarify PM Balen
Shah’s Explosive
Remark on Indian
Territory
KATHMANDU: In a
swift exercise in diplo-
matic damage control,
Nepal’s Ministry of For-
eign Affairs has issued a
clarification over Prime
Minister Balen Shah’s
incendiary statement
that Nepal had “en-
croached upon Indian
land” — a remark that
set off alarm bells in
both Kathmandu and
New Delhi and threat-
ened to strain the his-
torically sensitive bilat-
eral relationship.

The Foreign Ministry
sought to contextualise
the PM’s comment, stat-
ing that the remarks
were specifically related
to boundary pillars, no-
man’s land, and cross-
border land use — not a
sweeping territorial ad-
mission. The ministry
acknowledged that in
certain areas, land being
used by both Nepal and
India may fall on the op-
posite side of the official
boundary line, a ground
reality that has long
complicated border
management between
the two neighbours.

The official boundary
between the two coun-
tries was demarcated
under the Treaty of Sug-
auli, signed in 1816,
though disputes over
border pillars and en-
croachments have peri-
odically resurfaced over
the decades.

Political observers
note that Balen Shah,
who transitioned from a
celebrated rapper and
urban activist to Kath-
mandu’s Mayor and sub-
sequently the country’s
Prime Minister, has a
reputation for unfiltered
public statements — a
trait that wins him popu-
lar support domestically
but occasionally creates
diplomatic headaches.

India has not issued
any formal response to
the original remark or
the subsequent clarifica-
tion.
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TMG in Turmoil: 6
Emergency M

FAIR REPORT

KOLKATA : In what politi-
cal observers are calling
the most visible sign of in-
ternal fracture within the
Trinamool Congress in re-
cent memory, a crucial
meeting convened by Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee
at her residence on Sunday
collapsed spectacularly —
with 60 out of 80 party
MLASs simply not turning
up.

Only 20 legislators made
it to the gathering, leaving
the meeting without the
critical mass needed to
proceed. It was subse-
quently called off, sending
shockwaves through the
party apparatus and trig-
gering a fresh wave of

Government
Doctor Arrested
inRs 2 Crore
Fake Insurance
Claim Case

Death Due to lliness
Shown as Electrocution
in Postmortem Report;
Son of Deceased
Already Arrested

Chittorgarh: Kapasan Police
have arrested a government
doctor in connection with a
fake insurance claim case in-
volving nearly Rs 2 crore. The
doctorisaccused of preparing
afalse postmortemreportand
showing a natural death as a
death caused by electric shock
to help obtain insurance mon-
ey. According to police, an in-
surance company manager
filed a complaint in 2024 after
finding irregularities in an
insurance claim submitted
after the death of Badri Lal
Jat. A detailed investigation
was launched by the police
and the insurance company:
The investigation found that
Badri Lal Jat was suffering
from serious illnesses, includ-
ing TB and COPD, and was
undergoing treatment. Hospi-
tal records showed thathe was
brought to a hospital on Sep-
tember 23, 2023, at around 3
a.m. and was declared dead.
However, later documents
claimed that he died due to
electric shock while working
in afield. Police said the same
doctor who declared him dead
later prepared the postmor-
tem report mentioning elec-
trocution as the cause of
death. Several contradictions
were found between hospital
records and the postmortem
report. During the investiga-
tion, police found that the de-
ceased had multiple personal
accident insurance policies.

speculation about a loom-
ing split within West Ben-
gal’s ruling dispensation.
What made the episode
even more alarming for

the TMC leadership was
the communication black-
out that followed — party
functionaries were report-
edly unable to reach the

absent MLAs, raising ur-
gent questions about
whether the mass no-show
was spontaneous or a coor-
dinated act of defiance.

TMC, however, moved
quickly to contain the nar-
rative. The party issued a
statement attributing the
absenteeism to legislators
being preoccupied with le-
gal matters connected to
the attack on Abhishek
Banerjee and cases involv-
ing Kalyan Banerjee — an
explanation that did little
to convince political ana-
lysts tracking the growing
restiveness within the
party’s legislative ranks.

The optics could not
have been worse for Mama-
ta Banerjee, whose iron
grip over the TMC has
long been considered the
party’s greatest organisa-
tional strength. A meeting
at the Chief Minister’s
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0 of 80 MLAs Skip Mamata'’s
eet, Meeting Galled Off

own residence being aban-
doned due to a near-total
boycott by lawmakers
sends an unmistakable sig-
nal that all is not well be-
hind the party’s carefully
managed public facade.

Opposition parties were
quick to pounce, with BJP
leaders describing the in-
cident as proof of TMC’s
“internal collapse” ahead
of what promises to be a
politically charged season
in Bengal.

Whether this represents
a genuine rebellion in the
making or a storm in a tea-
cup remains to be seen —
but Sunday’s no-show has
undeniably put Mamata
Banerjee on notice within
her own house.

Rajasthan CM Cracks Down on Corruption,
Sends Strong Message on Law and Order

FAIR REPORT

Jaipur: Rajasthan Chief
Minister Bhajan Lal Shar-
ma has sharpened his gov-
ernment’s anti-corruption
and law-and-order agenda,
asserting that criminals
and corrupt officials will
find no shelter in the state
administration.
Reiterating a policy of
zero tolerance, Sharma
said the government is
committed to ensuring
transparent, accountable
and citizen-centric govern-
ance. The Chief Minister’s
remarks come amid a
sweeping crackdown on
corruption cases across de-
partments, with the state
government taking disci-
plinary action against
more than 100 officials ac-

cused of misconduct and
abuse of office.
According to govern-
ment action reports, 103
officers, including a senior
IAS officer, have been sus-
pended in corruption-re-

lated matters. Six officials
convicted in corruption
cases have been dismissed
from service, while pen-
sion benefits of several
retired officers have been
permanently withheld fol-

lowing proven charges of
misconduct. The govern-
ment has also approved
prosecution in over 100
cases linked to bribery,
misuse of official position
and disproportionate as-
sets.

Officials said the crack-
down is aimed at restoring
public confidence in gov-
ernance and sending a
clear signal that adminis-
trative negligence and cor-
ruption will invite strict
consequences. Depart-
ments have been directed
to accelerate disciplinary
proceedings and ensure
time-bound action in pend-
ing cases.

On the law-and-order
front, Sharma has repeat-
edly maintained that Ra-
jasthan will not tolerate

organized crime, corrup-
tion or threats to public
safety. The Chief Minister
has instructed law-enforce-
ment agencies to act firmly
against criminal networks
and strengthen accounta-
bility mechanisms across
the administration. Politi-
cal observers view the lat-
est measures as part of the
BJP government’s broader
effort to project a govern-
ance model centered on
transparency, administra-
tive discipline and stricter
enforcement. As Rajasthan
heads into a politically sig-
nificant phase marked by
local body and panchayat
elections, the govern-
ment’s anti-corruption
drive is expected to remain
a key pillar of its public
outreach strategy.

Got Interim Bail, But Did Not Return; MDMA Trafficking Accused Missing

Did Not Return to Jail After Bail Period Ended,

Absconding Case Registered at Kotwali Police Station

FAIR REPORT

Chittorgarh: A man ac-
cused in a drug trafficking
case has absconded after
completing his 30-day in-
terim bail period. He was
required to return to Chit-
torgarh District Jail by
the evening of May 30, but
did not report back. Jail
authorities have now reg-
istered a case against him
at Kotwali Police Station.
According to officials, An-
kit Singh Sisodia, a resi-
dent of Mandsaur in Mad-

hya Pradesh, had been
lodged in Chittorgarh Dis-
trict Jail since November
15, 2025. He was granted
interim bail by the court
from May 1 to May 30, 2026.
As per the court order, he
had to surrender at the jail
by 5 pm on May 30, but
failed to do so. After he did
not return, jail authorities
declared him absconding
and filed a report with the
police. Based on a com-
plaint submitted by jail
guard Vedram Chaudhary,

Large Quantity of MDMA Was Recovered Earlier
Police said the accused was caught during a check-
ing operation at Jaliya Check Post. A total of 4.635 kg
of MDMA was seized from his vehicle. The drug was
estimated to be worth crores of rupees in the illegal
market. After spending several months in jail, he was
granted interim bail, but failed to return after the bail
period. A separate case has now been registered

against him for absconding.

police registered a case
and started an investiga-
tion. Teams are now
searching for the accused
at possible locations. Dur-

ing the bail period, Ankit
was required to follow sev-
eral conditions. He had to
mark his attendance at
Mandsaur Kotwali Police

Station and return to jail
after the bail period end-
ed. Police said he violated
these conditions and went
missing. It is worth noting
that Nimbahera Kotwali
Police arrested Ankit Sin-
gh Sisodia near Jaliya
Check Post on November
6, 2025. During the search
of his car, police recovered
4.635 kg of MDMA from
four packets. He was ar-
rested under the NDPS
Act and sent to judicial
custody.

Khaki Leads by Example in Water Conservation Drive;
Cleanliness Campaign Conducted at Historic Stepwell

60 Police Personnel
Participate in
Voluntary Labour
Under Vande Ganga
Campaign, Spread
Message of Water
Conservation and
Cleanliness

FAIR REPORT

Chittorgarh- Police per-
sonnel, who are usually
seen maintaining law and
order, were engaged in a
social cause on Sunday
morning. Under the Vande
Ganga Water Conservation
Public Campaign, the dis-
trict police carried out a
cleanliness drive through
voluntary labour at the

historic water reservoir
and stepwell located oppo-
site Kalika Mata Temple in
the Fort area. Police offic-
ers and personnel person-
ally removed garbage and
overgrown vegetation
from the site, spreading
the message of water con-
servation and urging the
public to keep water bodies
clean. The programme was
organised as part of the
state government’s cam-
paign. Under the guidance
of Superintendent of Po-
lice Dharmendra Singh,
police officers and person-
nel participated in collec-
tive voluntary labour. Led
by Line RI Anil Pandey,
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around 60 police personnel
cleaned the reservoir and
surrounding area, making
the premises neat and
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clean. During the drive, po-
lice officials highlighted
the importance of rainwa-
ter harvesting, conserva-

tion of natural water
sources, and environmen-
tal protection. They said
that in the face of increas-

ing water scarcity, water
conservation is the respon-
sibility of every citizen.
Through the campaign,
people were encouraged to
maintain the cleanliness
of water sources and pro-
mote rainwater harvest-
ing. Police officials stated
that water conservation is
not merely a government
initiative but a movement
that requires public par-
ticipation. The campaign
conducted by the district
police delivered a positive
message on environmental
protection and water con-
servation while encourag-
ing people to fulfil their
social responsibilities.

Chauhtan Police Bust Drug
Network, Seize Smack and
MD Worth Lakhs

FAIR REPORT

BARMER, May 31:In a sig-
nificant strike against the
drug trade, Chauhtan Po-
lice arrested a 21-year-old
man and seized over 100
grams of narcotics — in-
cluding smack and MD
(methamphetamine deriva-
tive) — from his possession
on Sunday, marking one of
the sharper enforcement
actions under the ongoing
Nasha Mukt Barmer cam-
paign.

The accused, Veeraram,
son of Narayanram Praja-
pat,aresident of Chauhtan
township, was intercepted
by a police team while he
was allegedly preparing to
distribute the contraband.
Officers recovered 54.34
grams of smack and 51.34
grams of MD drug from
him. An unnumbered mo-
torcycle — believed to be
used for supply runs —
was also seized from the
spot.

Sources within the de-
partment estimate the
seized narcotics carry a
value of several lakhs in
the international market.

The operation was con-
ducted under the supervi-
sion of Superintendent of
Police Chunaram Jat, Ad-

ditional SP Nitesh Arya,
and Circle Officer Jeta-
ram, with SHO Lallit
Kishoreleading the ground
team. Constable Padmar-
am (1739) has been credited
with gathering the critical
intelligence that led to the
arrest.

Police have registered a
case at Chauhtan police
station and taken Veerar-
am into custody. Interroga-
tion is underway to map
his supply chain, identify
procurement sources, and
uncover other individuals
linked to the network.

The operation is part of
a broader special drive be-
ing run under directives
from Police Headquarters
and Jodhpur Range to dis-
mantle drug trafficking
networks across the dis-
trict.

JAPAN PUSHES BACK
AS CHINA WARNS OF
‘NEW MILIARISN'I’

Tokyo Defends
Military Expansion,
Accuses Beijing of
Double Standards

FAIR REPORT

Singapore/Tokyo: A
sharp war of words be-
tween Japan and China has
reignited concerns over
Asia’s rapidly evolving se-
curity landscape, with
Japanese Defence Minister
Shinjiro Koizumi forceful-
ly rejecting Beijing’s accu-
sation that Tokyo is drift-
ing toward militarism.

Speaking at the Shangri-
La Dialogue in Singapore,
Asia’s premier security
summit, Koizumi dis-
missed Chinese claims of a
“remilitarised Japan” as
baseless, arguing that it is
China’s expanding mili-
tary capabilities—not Ja-
pan’s—that should concern
the international commu-
nity.

“There is a country with
a huge arsenal of nuclear
weapons and strategic
bombers,” Koizumi said in
a thinly veiled reference to
China. “Japan possesses
neither, yet it is labelled as
pursuing new militarism.
Isn’t that strange?”

The remarks mark one
of Tokyo’s strongest public
rebuttals to Beijing’s criti-
cism of Japan’s ongoing
defence transformation un-
der Prime Minister Sanae
Takaichi. Japan has in-
creased military spending
for twelve consecutive
years and is moving toward
a defence budget equiva-
lent to 2% of GDP, a his-
toric shift for a nation
whose post-war identity
has long been defined by

pacifism.

China, however, views
these developments with
suspicion. Days before the
summit, a Chinese defence
ministry  spokesperson
warned that the “grey rhi-
no of remilitarised Japan”
was gathering momentum
and urged the internation-
al community to contain
what Beijing described as
Japanese neo-militarism.

The exchange under-
scores deep historical and
geopolitical fault lines.
Memories of Japan’s war-
time occupation of China
continue to shape regional
perceptions, while contem-
porary flashpoints—from
Taiwan to the East China
Sea—have heightened stra-
tegic competition.

Koizumi sought to reas-
sure neighbouring coun-
tries by pledging transpar-
ency and dialogue, insist-
ing Japan’s military mod-
ernisation is defensive in
nature. Yet the debate ex-
tends beyond foreign capi-
tals. Within Japan, grow-
ing defence expenditures
and calls to revise the
pacifist Article 9 of the
Constitution have sparked
fierce domestic debate and
large anti-war demonstra-
tions.

As China expands its
military reach and Japan
abandons decades of stra-
tegic restraint, Asia is wit-
nessing a profound recali-
bration of power. The cen-
tral question is no longer
whether the region is en-
tering a new security
era—but how its rival pow-
ers will navigate it without
tipping the balance toward
confrontation.
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