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THE DAWN OF A FEARLESS PEN

Rajasthan Pushes Green Growth and

Youth Empowerment Agenda
During CM Sharma’s Delhi Meetings

FAIR REPORT

JAIPUR/NEW DELHI,
Rajasthan Chief Minister
Bhajan Lal Sharma on
Tuesday held high-level
meetings with Union min-
isters to accelerate the
state’s development agen-
da, focusing on renewable
energy expansion, food se-
curity, skill development,
employment generation
and youth empowerment.
During his meeting
with Union Minister for
Consumer Affairs, Food
and Public Distribution
and New & Renewable En-
ergy, Prahlad Joshi, Shar-
ma discussed measures to
further strengthen Ra-
jasthan’s food security
framework and enhance
the efficiency of the Pub-
lic Distribution System
(PDS). The talks also cen-
tered on leveraging cen-
tral schemes and upcom-
ing projects to position
Rajasthan as a leading re-

newable energy hub in the
country.

Joshi lauded Ra-
jasthan’s rapid strides in
the green energy sector,
particularly the imple-
mentation of the ambi-
tious Green Energy Corri-
dor-II project, which is
expected to play a pivotal

role in strengthening the

state’s clean energy infra-
structure and supporting
India’s energy transition
goals.

In a separate meeting
with Union Minister for
Labour and Employment,
Youth Affairs and Sports,
Dr. Mansukh Mandaviya,

the Chief Minister ex-
plored strategies to create
new employment opportu-
nities, expand skill devel-
opment initiatives and
foster a vibrant sports cul-
ture across Rajasthan.
Discussions also focused
on providing world-class
facilities and greater sup-

port to emerging athletes
from the state.

The leaders deliberated
on ways to enhance youth
participation through the
‘MY Bharat’ initiative,
aimed at connecting young
citizens with nation-build-
ing activities and leader-
ship opportunities.

Highlighting the state’s
development priorities,
Sharma said the double-
engine government under
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s leadership is com-
mitted to unlocking the
potential of Rajasthan’s
youth and ensuring a se-
cure and prosperous fu-
ture for them.

The meetings under-
score Rajasthan’s growing
emphasis on sustainable
development, employ-
ment-led growth and
youth-centric policymak-
ing as the state seeks to
position itself as a major
contributor to India’s eco-
nomic transformation.
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Rajasthan Pushes Green Energy
and Youth-Centric Growth Agenda
in High- Level Delhi Meetlngs

FAIR REPORT

NEW DELHI/JAIPUR, :
Rajasthan Chief Minister
Bhajan Lal Sharma on
Tuesday held crucial
meetings with Union min-
isters in New Delhi, un-
derscoring the state’s ag-
gressive push towards en-
ergy self-reliance, food se-
curity, youth empower-
ment and employment-led
growth. During his inter-
action with Union Minis-
ter for Consumer Affairs,
Food and Public Distribu-
tion and New & Renewable
Energy, Prahlad Joshi,
Sharma discussed a wide
range of initiatives aimed
at strengthening Ra-
jasthan’s food security ar-
chitecture and further
modernising the Public
Distribution System. The
two leaders also reviewed
ongoing and upcoming re-
newable energy projects
designed to accelerate the
state’s transition into a
green-energy powerhouse.
The discussions assumed
significance as Rajasthan
continues to emerge as
one of India’s leading re-

K

newable energy destina-
tions. Prahlad Joshi com-
mended the state’s pro-
gress in the clean energy
sector and lauded the im-
plementation of the ambi-
tious Green Energy Corri-
dor-II project, a key initia-
tive expected to strength-
en power transmission
infrastructure and en-
hance energy sustainabil-
ity.

In a separate meeting
with Union Labour and
Employment, Youth Af-
fairs and Sports Minister
Dr. Mansukh Mandaviya,
the Chief Minister fo-
cused on expanding op-
portunities for Ra-

jasthan’s youth through
skill development, em-
ployment generation and
sports infrastructure de-
velopment. The leaders
explored strategies to
equip young people with
industry-relevant skills,
create new avenues of em-
ployment and provide as-
piring athletes with world-
class facilities and greater
institutional support. Dis-
cussions also centered on
expanding youth partici-
pation through the MY
Bharat initiative, aimed at
nurturing leadership, in-
novation and civic engage-
ment among India’s next
generation.

Passport, Backpack,
31 Lakh: How GenZls
Rewriting the Rules of

International Travel

FAIR REPORT

NEW DELHI : They don’t
want luxury resorts or busi-
ness class seats. They want
stamps on their passports
— and they want them
cheap. India’s Gen Z travel-
lers are quietly engineering
a revolution in outbound
tourism, and a new report
by Wize has put hard num-
bers to what frequent flyers
have long suspected: inter-
national travel on a sub- 1
lakh budget is no longer the
exception. It is rapidly be-
coming the norm. Accord-
ingtothereport, nearly half
of all Indian travellers sur-
veyed said they spend less
than 1 lakh per person on
their foreign trips — a fig-
ure that would have seemed
implausible a decade ago
when international travel
was firmly the preserve of

the upper-middle class. The
trend is being driven over-
whelmingly by Gen Z, a gen-
eration that has grown up
with budget airlines, hostel
booking apps, and an Insta-
gram feed full of peers do-
ing exactly what they aspire
to do. The destinations of
choice tell their own story
— Thailand, Bali, and Sin-
gapore dominate the wish
lists, all three offering a
potent combination of visa
accessibility, affordable ac-
commodation, vibrant
street food cultures, and
high-quality content back-
drops for social media.
These are not accidental
choices. They are the re-
sult of a generation that
researches  obsessively,
hunts flash sales, and has
elevated budget travel
planning to something
close to an art form.

Rajasthan Fast-Tracks Infrastructure Push

3882 Crore Approved for 137
Road Projects Across State

FAIR REPORT

JAIPUR, June 2: In a ma-
jor boost to Rajasthan’s in-
frastructure development
agenda, the state govern-
ment under Chief Minister
Bhajan Lal Sharma has ap-
proved 882.54 crore for 137
road construction and
strengthening projects
across multiple districts,
accelerating the implemen-
tation of key budget an-
nouncements and reinforc-
ing its focus on grassroots
connectivity.

The financial sanction
marks one of the most sig-
nificant infrastructure ap-
provals in recent months
and is expected to enhance
transportation networks,
improve accessibility, and
stimulate economic activi-
ty across urban and rural
regions alike. The tender-

ing process for the projects
is set to begin shortly.
Officials said the move
reflects the government’s
commitment to translating
budget promises into tangi-
ble development outcomes
through swift decision-
making and coordinated
execution. The projects
will cover a wide geograph-
ical spread, including Pha-
lodi, Jodhpur, Beawar, Al-

war, Barmer, Balotra,
Dausa, Dungarpur, Hanu-
mangarh, Jhunjhunu, Ka-
rauli, Nagaur, Pali, Sawai
Madhopur, Sikar, Salum-
ber, Churu, Didwana-Ku-
chaman, Jalore, Baran, Sri
Ganganagar, Jhalawar,
Jaipur, Bharatpur, Pratap-
garh, Banswara, Khairthal-
Tijara, Kotputli-Behror
and Dholpur.

The ambitious road de-

velopment package is ex-
pected to strengthen criti-
cal infrastructure, reduce
travel time, improve con-
nectivity between villages
and towns, and facilitate
smoother movement of
goods and services. Ex-
perts believe the invest-
ment could generate sub-
stantial employment op-
portunities during the
construction phase while
supporting long-term re-
gional growth.

The approval comes as
the Bhajan Lal Sharma
government intensifies ef-
forts to ensure the timely
execution of budget com-
mitments. According to
government sources, de-
partments have been di-
rected to maintain strict
timelines and expedite im-
plementation to maximize
public benefit.

Building a Home Just

Got Costlier: Cement

Prices Set to Rise 35
Per Bag This June

FAIR REPORT

NEW DELHI: For millions
of Indians in the middle of
constructing homes, the tim-
ing could not be worse. Ce-
ment prices across the coun-
try are expected to rise by an
average of 5 per bag this
month, according to reports
citing CNBCtv18, as the in-
dustry grapples with persis-
tently rising input costs that
are squeezing manufacturer
margins to uncomfortable
levels.

The warning shot has
come from Nomura, the glob-
al brokerage firm, whose lat-
est sector report flags that
escalating production costs
have made it increasingly dif-
ficult for cement companies
to sustain profitability with-
out passing the burden down-
stream — directly onto the
consumer.

On the surface, 5 per bag
may sound modest. But the
arithmetic adds up quickly
on a construction site. A
standard houserequires hun-
dreds of bags of cement,
meaning even a small per-
unit price increase translates
into a meaningful addition to
overall construction costs —
a pressure felt most acutely
by the middle-class home-
builder already navigating
elevated steel prices, labour
costs, and borrowing rates.
The timing is also significant
from amacroeconomic stand-
point. India’s housing sector
hasbeen onastrongupswing,
with both urban residential
demand and rural self-con-
struction activity running at
elevated levels. A price in-
crease in the country’s most
fundamental building mate-
rial risks acting as a speed
bump on that momentum.

RAJASTHAN’S POLITICAL BATTLEFIELD GETS A NE
COMMANDER: BJP BETS BIG ON AJAY KUMAR

Hemraj Tikam
chand Tiwari

By Special Feature Desk

The Bharatiya Janata
Party has unveiled what
many insiders describe as
its most consequential or-
ganisational move in Ra-
jasthan in years, appoint-
ing Ajay Kumar as the

state’s new Organisation
General Secretary. More
than a routine reshuffle,
the decision signals BJP’s
determination to trans-
form itself from an elec-
tion-winning machine
into a long-term political
institution capable of re-
shaping Rajasthan’s po-
litical landscape.

Young, energetic, and
widely regarded as one of
the party’s most forward-

looking organisational
minds, Ajay Kumar ar-
rives with a reputation for
blending traditional cadre
strength with modern po-
litical management. His
tenure in Uttarakhand

earned him recognition as
a strategist who not only

strengthened the BJP’s
grassroots structure but

also helped overturn the
state’s long-standing anti-

incumbency pattern.
Within party circles,
Kumar is credited with
creating a highly respon-
sive booth-level network,
empowering workers
through continuous en-
gagement, and fostering
seamless coordination be-
tween government and
organisation. The result
was a political model that
delivered repeated elec-
toral successes and estab-
lished BJP’s dominance
across multiple levels of
governance. Rajasthan
now presents an even big-
ger canvas. With its com-
plex caste equations, di-
verse regional aspira-

tions, and deeply competi-
tive political environ-
ment, the state has his-
torically resisted pro-
longed political domi-
nance by any single party.
BJP’s leadership believes
Ajay Kumar possesses the

organisational vision
needed to break that pat-
tern.

Party leaders describe
him as a future-oriented
strategist focused on da-
ta-driven decision-mak-
ing, digital outreach,
youth engagement, and
building a cadre culture
that remains active be-
tween elections rather
than only during cam-

paign seasons. His em-
phasis on institutional
strength over personali-
ty-centric politics is seen
as a key pillar of BJP’s
long-term strategy.

As Chief Minister
Bhajan Lal Sharma’s gov-
ernment works to con-
solidate its governance
record, Ajay Kumar’s ap-
pointment underscores a
larger ambition: to build
a BJP that is not merely
prepared for the next elec-
tion, but designed for the
next decade. Rajasthan
may now become the test-
ing ground for the party’s
most ambitious political
experiment yet.
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575 Policemen, 97 Teams and

111 Arrests; Chittorgarh Police

CPacks Downon (:mmmals

Simultaneous raids
across the district; two
reward-carrying
criminals and an NDPS
accused also arrested

FAIR REPORT

Chittorgarh- Chittorgarh
Police achieved major suc-
cess during a one-day area
domination campaign con-
ducted on Monday to
strengthen law and order
and arrest wanted crimi-
nals. Under the direction of
SP Dharmendra Singh Ya-
dav, 97 special teams carried
out simultaneous operations
across the district and ar-
rested 111 wanted accused.
The arrested persons in-
clude two reward-carrying
criminals. During the cam-
Ppaign, police also took action
under the NDPS Act, Excise
Act and Arms Act, recover-
ing illegal narcotics and
weapons. SP Dharmendra
Singh Yadav said that under
the supervision of ASP
Mukul Sharma, special raid-
ing teams were formed after

preparing lists of wanted
criminals in all circles and
police stations. The cam-
paign was conducted simul-
taneously in Chittorgarh
city, rural Chittorgarh, Gan-
grar, Kapasan, Begun, Raw-
atbhata, Bari Sadri, Nimba-
hera and Bhadesar circles.
During the campaign, Rash-
mi Police carried out a ma-

486 Kg Doda Chura Hidden
in Secret Chamber Seized,
CBN Catches Trailer; One
Smuggler Arrested

Consignment was
being taken from
Jaora-Mandsaur to
Haryana; trailer and
illegal narcotic
substance seized

FAIR REPORT

Chittorgarh- Smugglers
had planned to transport a
large consignment of doda
chura to Haryana by hid-
ing it in a secret chamber
built inside a trailer con-
tainer. However, a joint op-
eration by the Central Bu-
reau of Narcotics (CBN)
foiled their plan. The CBN
Chittorgarh Division-2 and
CBN Kota teams recovered
about 485.580 kg of illegal
doda chura. One accused
has been arrested and the
trailer along with the nar-
cotic substance has been
seized. Deputy Narcotics
Commissioner (Kota) Nar-
esh Bundel said that CBN
officers had received infor-
mation that a Haryana-reg-
istered Tata container
trailer was carrying alarge
quantity of doda chura
from the Jaora-Mandsaur

A

area towards Haryana.
Based on this information,
a joint team of CBN Chit-
torgarh Division-2 and
CBN Kota was formed. The
team started surveillance
on suspected routes and
identified the trailer after
several hours of monitor-
ing. The vehicle was
stopped and checked near
Mewati Dhaba parking on
National Highway-52 in the
Mandana police station
area of Kota district. Ini-
tially, the trailer appeared
to be a normal goods vehi-
cle. However, during a de-
tailed inspection, officers
noticed a section between
the driver’s cabin and the
container that looked dif-
ferent from the normal
structure. On examination,
it was found to be a special-
ly built secret chamber.
When officers opened the
chamber, they found 32
black plastic bags inside.

jor action under the NDPS
Act and seized 5 kg 730
grams of illegal poppy husk
(Doda Chura). One accused
was arrested and a case was
registered against him un-
der the NDPS Act. The ac-
tion is being seen as an im-
portant success in the ongo-
ing drive against drug traf-
ficking in the district.

Early Morning Raids,
111 Arrested

Early on Monday morn-
ing, 575 police personnel
conducted raids at various
suspicious locations across
the district. During the op-
eration, 29 accused wanted
in different criminal cases,
83 accused wanted in war-

rants, absconding cases and
other matters, and 31 per-
sons under preventive ac-
tion were arrested.

Two Reward-Carrying
Criminals Also Held
During the campaign,
BhadsodaPolice arrested San-
jay Jat, a reward-carrying
criminal from Sirohi district
with a reward of Rs 4,000.
Rashmi Police also detained
Rakesh Vishnoi, a reward-
carrying accused from Chit-
torgarh district with areward
of Rs 5,000. Both had been
evading arrest for along time.

Action Under Arms and
Excise Acts

During the area domina-
tion campaign, police regis-
tered two cases under the
Excise Act and three cases
under the Arms Act and ar-
rested five accused. Accord-
ing to police officials, strict
monitoring of criminals is
continuing in the district
and similar campaigns will
be conducted in the future.

Jaipur, Wednesday, 03 June 2026
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Fake Finance Agents Arrested
forlllegal Recovery on Highway

Used to stop vehicles
and demand money
by claiming pending
loan installments;
Police also seized a
Baleno car

FAIR REPORT

Chittorgarh- Sadar Chit-
torgarh Police have ar-
rested three persons who
were illegally collecting
money from vehicle own-
ers by posing as finance
company recovery agents
on the Chittorgarh-
Bhilwara highway. The
accused used to stop vehi-
cles passing on the high-
way, claim that loan in-
stallments were pending
and collect money from
the owners. Police also
seized the Baleno car used
by them during the opera-
tion. District Police Su-
perintendent Dharmen-
dra Singh Yadav said that
a special drive is being
conducted against people
who pose as finance or re-
covery agents and illegal-
ly collect money by threat-
ening people and claim-
ing to seize vehicles. Un-
der the supervision of
ASP Mukul Kumar Shar-
ma and DSP Brijesh Sin-

More Than 1,600 Students Benefiting from
Hindustan Zinc’s Shiksha Sambal Summer Camps

Focus on English
Mathematics an
Science along
with sports
culture, skiil
development and
personality
growth

FAIR REPORT

Chittorgarh- More than
1,600 students are benefit-
ing this year from the sum-
mer training camps being
organised under Hindu-
stan Zinc’s Shiksha Sambal
Programme. Students from
government schools in
Udaipur, Salumber, Rajsa-
mand, Chittorgarh,
Bhilwara and Ajmer are
participating in these
camps to improve their un-
derstanding of English,
Mathematics and Science.
The programme also focus-
es on sports, cultural ac-
tivities, skill development
and overall personality
growth. The 9th Summer
Camp, organised by Hindu-
stan Zinc in collaboration
with Vidya Bhawan Society;,
Udaipur, was inaugurated
at Zinc School, Zinc Nagar.
The inauguration ceremo-
ny was attended by Chief
District Education Officer

Pramod Dashora, District
Education Officer Rajendra
Kumar Sharma, Pro-
gramme Officer Nafees
Ahmed, RCHO Dr. Priyan-
ka Verma and other digni-
taries. This year, around
1,200 students are partici-
pating in non-residential
camps at Chanderiya, Dar-
iba, Debari, Kayad, Agucha
and Zawar, while more than
340 students are attending
residential camps in
Udaipur. The camps, run-

ning from May 20 to June
19, provide guidance to stu-
dents of Classes8,10and 12
through experienced teach-
ers. Apart from regular
studies, the camps include
digital classes, audio-visual
learning material, hands-
on activities, clay art, pot-
tery, creative projects using
waste material and robot-
ics. The enthusiasm, confi-
dence and smiles on the
faces of studentsreflect the
positive learning environ-

Rida Syed Shines on National
with Her Palntlng on Mother

Her artwork on the
theme “My Mother”’
was selected among
37,196 entries from
across the country;
honoured in Jaipur

FAIR REPORT

Chittorgarh- When emo-
tions are expressed
through art, they can earn
recognition at the national
level. Rida Syed, a Class 12
student of Birla Shiksha
Kendra, Madhavnagar, has
brought pride to both her
school and Chittorgarh
district through her artis-
tic talent. Her painting was

selected in a national-level
painting competition from
among 37,196 entries re-
ceived from across the
country, and she was hon-
oured for her achievement.

Recently, a national paint-
ing competition was organ-
ised on the theme “My
Mother.” The aim of the
competition was to portray
a mother’s love, sacrifice,

dedication and different
roles through art. A total
of 37,196 artworks were re-
ceived from across India,
out of which only 206 out-
standing entries were se-

lected. Among thousands
of paintings and sketches,
Rida Syed’s artwork im-
pressed the judges and
earned a place among the
top 206 selected works. For
this achievement, she re-
ceived recognition at the
national level. A three-day
exhibition of the selected
artworks was organised at
the renowned Kalaneri Art
Gallery on JLN Marg in
Jaipur. Artists, art lovers
and experts from different
parts of the country at-
tended the exhibition. Dur-
ing the felicitation ceremo-
ny, Rida Syed was hon-
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ment and support they re-
ceive at the camps. Hindu-
stan Zinc has been running
the Shiksha Sambal Pro-
gramme for the past 20
years to support quality
education in rural areas.
The summer camps, which
have been organised for
nearly a decade, continue to
play an important role in
improving academic per-
formance and promoting
the overall development of
students.

Stage

ood

oured for her outstanding
artwork, which was highly
appreciated by art enthusi-
asts and experts present at
the event. Rida Syed said,
“Expressing a mother’s
love and emotions through
colours on canvas was a
very emotional and special
experience for me. Receiv-
ing recognition for this ef-
fort at the national level is
a matter of great pride for
me.” The management,
principal and teachers of
Birla Shiksha Kendra,
Madhavnagar, expressed
happiness over Rida’s
achievement.

gh, a police team led by
Sadar SHO Prem Singh
carried out the action.
Acting on a tip-off, the po-
lice team reached Bojun-
da Pulia on the Chittor-
garh-Bhilwara highway
on Tuesday. There, three
persons sitting in a Bale-
no car were stopping vehi-
cles passing on the high-
way and introducing
themselves as finance
company recovery agents.
They were allegedly col-
lecting money from vehi-
cle owners in the name of
pending installments.
During questioning, the
three suspects failed to
produce any valid licence
or documents proving
that they were authorised
agents of any finance

company or authorised
for vehicle recovery. After
verification, police ar-
rested Madanlal Gurjar
(30), a resident of Saiti,
Shaitan Singh Rajput (31),
aresident of Laxmipura-
Barada, and Raju Gurjar
(31), a resident of Bojun-
da. Police also seized the
Baleno car used in the il-
legal recovery activity.
The accused could not
produce valid documents
related to the vehicle. Po-
lice are now questioning
the accused to find out
how many vehicle owners
they had illegally collect-
ed money from and
whether any other per-
sons are involved in the
network. Further investi-
gation is underway.

Trump Slashes Tariffs on Farm and
Industrial Machinery: Combines,
Bulldozers, Forklifts to Get Cheaper

FAIR REPORT

WASHINGTON, June2:Ina
significant policy pivot that
signals a softer edge to his
otherwise aggressive tariff
regime, US President Donald
Trump has cut import duties
on agricultural and indus-
trial equipment by 10 per-
centage points — bringing
thetariff rate downfrom25%
to 15%), with the relief con-
firmed to remain in place
through the end of next year.
The stated rationale is
straightforward: boost agri-
cultural investment and
make heavy industrial ma-
chinery more accessible to
American farmers and busi-
nesses. The beneficiaries of
the tariff reduction span a
wide range of workhorse
equipment — combine har-
vesters, bulldozers, forklifts,
and other mechanised farm
and construction machinery
that form the backbone of
American agricultural and
industrial productivity. The
move carries considerable
economic logic. American
farmers, already squeezed by

input costs and global com-
modity price volatility, have
long complained that expen-
sive imported machinery
erodes their competitiveness.
By reducing the landed cost
of combines and harvesters,
the Trump administration is
offering the agricultural sec-
tor a tangible financial re-
prieve — even as tariffs on
other categories of goods
continue to generate friction
with trading partners. For
industrial users, cheaper
forkliftsand bulldozers trans-
latedirectly intolower capital
expenditure, a welcome re-
lief for sectors navigating
tight margins. The decision
also carriesapolitical dimen-
sion that is impossible to ig-
nore. American farmers —a
core constituency  of
Trump’s electoral base —
have borne significant col-
lateral damage from the
broader trade war dynamics
of recent years. This target-
ed tariff reduction can be
read as a deliberate effort to
deliver visible, sector-specif-
ic relief ahead of a politi-
cally sensitive period.

India Is Sitting on 23361 Lakh
Crore Gold Mine — Locked in
Lockers and Temple Vaults

NEW DELHI, June 2: Im-
agine a treasure so vast it
could reshape India’s econ-
omy, reduce its import bill,
stabilise its currency, and
strengthen its foreign ex-
change reserves — all
without digging a single
new mine. That treasure
exists. It is sitting in In-
dia’s homes, temples, and
family vaults right now,
gathering dust.

India holds an estimat-
ed 30,000 to 32,000 tonnes of
gold in households and
temple trusts — a stagger-
ing hoard valued at ap-
proximately 361 lakh
crore. To put that in per-
spective, it is one of the
largest privately held gold
reserves on the planet, ac-
cumulated over centuries
of weddings, harvests, in-
heritances, and religious
offerings. And virtually
none of it is doing any pro-

ductive economic work.
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has now made a di-
rect public appeal — ask-
ing Indians to consider re-
cycling this idle gold back
into the formal economy.
The pitch is not merely
sentimental; it is coldly ra-
tional. Experts point out
that mobilising even 1% of
this dormant gold into the
market could trigger a cas-
cade of economic benefits.
India’s gold import bill —
one of the heaviest drains
on its current account —
could shrink meaningfully.
Pressure on foreign ex-
change reserves would
ease. The rupee would find
additional support. And a
domestic gold recycling
ecosystem, once estab-
lished, could generate em-
ployment and reduce de-
pendence on freshly
mined, imported metal.
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