Jaipur, Tuesday, 09 June 2026

(» @FairReport @ @Fair_report € @fairreportnews ® @Fair report

FAIR REPORT

THE DAWN OF A FEARLESS PEN

FAIR REPORT

Jaipur: The Bharatiya
Janata Party on Monday
formally launched its
campaign for the bienni-
al Rajya Sabha elections
in Rajasthan, with candi-
dates Alka Singh and Sat-
ish Poonia filing their
nomination papers amid
a strong show of unity by
the party’s top leader-
ship.

The nominations for
two of the three Rajya
Sabha seats from Ra-
jasthan were submitted
before Returning Officer

Bharat Bhushan Sharma
in the State Assembly
complex. The occasion
witnessed the presence
of senior BJP leaders,
underscoring the party’s
confidence and organisa-
tional cohesion ahead of
the Upper House elec-
tions.

Alka Singh filed her
nomination in the pres-
ence of Chief Minister
Bhajan Lal Sharma, for-
mer Chief Minister
Vasundhara Raje, BJP
State President Madan
Rathore and senior lead-
er Nathu Singh. Shortly

India Must Seize Global Shift to
Become Economic Superpower:

TRADE BODY URGES CENTRE

ARTIA calls for bold
reforms,
manufacturing push
and energy security
amid changing global
economic landscape
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Jaipur: With global trade
dynamics undergoing a
dramatic transformation,
the Akhil Rajya Trade and
Industry Association (AR-
TTA) has urged the Centre
to adopt a forward-looking
economic strategy to posi-
tion India as a leading glob-
al economic power.

At akey meeting attend-
ed by prominent industry
representatives, ARTIA
resolved to submit a de-
tailed memorandum to the
Government of India high-
lighting  opportunities
emerging from geopoliti-
cal shifts, supply chain
realignments and the
growing “China Plus One”
strategy being adopted by

multinational
tions.

The association said the
ongoing US-China rivalry,
energy uncertainties, tech-
nological disruptions and
changing global supply
chains present India with a
rare opportunity to emerge
as a preferred manufactur-
ing and investment desti-
nation. It called for target-
ed policies to attract for-
eign investment, strength-
en industrial clusters and
establish India as a reliable
hub for global manufactur-
ing and exports.

ARTIA emphasized the
need to empower MSMEs
through easier access to
credit, technology support
and export incentives. It
also advocated increased
investment in strategic sec-
tors such as artificial intel-
ligence, semiconductors,
cybersecurity and digital
infrastructure to enhance
technological self-reliance.

corpora-

Raising concerns over
rising petrol, diesel and
cooking gas prices, the as-
sociation warned that en-
ergy volatility driven by
global geopolitical tensions
is placing additional pres-
sure on businesses, trans-
portation networks and
household budgets. It
urged the government to
accelerate renewable en-
ergy adoption, review fuel
taxation structures and
formulate a long-term en-
ergy security roadmap.

The trade body further
stressed the importance of
skill development, indus-
try-oriented education, lo-
gistics modernization and
stronger Centre-state coor-
dination. According to AR-
TIA, timely implementa-
tion of business-friendly
and future-ready policies
could enable India to play a
defining role in the global
economy over the coming
decades.
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BJP Sets Course for Rajya Sabha Sweep: Alka Singh, Satish Poonia File Nominations Amid Show of Strength

Top Rajasthan leadership rallies behind candidates as
party signals confidence ahead of Upper House polls

thereafter, Satish Poonia
submitted his papers ac-
companied by Chief Min-
ister Bhajan Lal Sharma,
BJP State President
Madan Rathore, Deputy
Chief Minister Diya Ku-
mari and Deputy Chief
Minister Prem Chand
Bairwa.

The high-profile pres-
ence of the BJP’s senior
leadership transformed
the nomination exercise
into a political statement,
reflecting the party’s de-
termination to consoli-
date its influence in Par-
liament through Ra-

jasthan’s representation
in the Rajya Sabha.

Political observers
view the candidature of
Alka Singh and former
state BJP president Sat-
ish Poonia as part of the
party’s broader strategy
to combine organisation-
al experience, political
outreach and legislative
effectiveness in the Up-
per House.

With the BJP enjoying
a commanding position
in the Rajasthan Assem-
bly, the nominations have
further strengthened ex-
pectations of a comfort-

able victory for the par-
ty’s candidates. The coor-
dinated appearance of
the state’s top leadership
also sent a clear message
of unity and purpose as
the BJP prepares for the
next phase of its parlia-
mentary and political
agenda. The Rajya Sabha
contest may be procedur-
al in nature, but Mon-
day’s nomination filing
highlighted the BJP’s
larger objective — trans-
lating its legislative
strength in Rajasthan
into a stronger voice at
the national level.

7 Kirti Chakras, 15
Vir Chakras and 29
Shaurya Chakras
awarded for
extraordinary
courage; families of
fallen heroes move
nation at
Rashtrapati Bhavan
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New Delhi: In a solemn
celebration of courage,
sacrifice and unwaver-
ing duty, President Drou-
padi Murmu on Monday
honoured 51 gallantry
award recipients during
Phase-I of the Raksha
Alankar Samaroh-2026
held at Rashtrapati
Bhavan, paying tribute
to the men and women
who placed the nation
above themselves in mo-
ments of extraordinary
peril. The prestigious
Defence Investiture Cer-
emony witnessed seven
personnel being deco-
rated with the Kirti
Chakra, India’s second-
highest peacetime gal-
lantry award. Two of
these honours were con-

Nation Honours Its Finest:
President Murmu Confers 51
Gallantry Awards at Defence

Investiture Ceremony

ferred posthumously, un-
derscoring the supreme
sacrifice made in service
of the nation. Fifteen
bravehearts received the
Vir Chakra for acts of
conspicuous gallantry in
the face of the enemy, in-
cluding three soldiers
who were honoured post-
humously. The Shaurya
Chakra, awarded for ex-
ceptional bravery and
devotion to duty, was pre-
sented to 29 personnel,
with one recipient re-
ceiving the honour post-
humously. The awardees
represented the Armed
Forces, Central Armed
Police Forces and State
Police organisations, re-
flecting a broad spectrum
of courage displayed
across some of India’s
most challenging opera-
tional theatres. Their acts
of valour ranged from
counter-terror  opera-
tions in Jammu and
Kashmir and the North-
east to high-risk anti-in-
surgency missions and
other critical security as-
signments.

Delhi HC Issues Notice in Anjana Om Kashyap’s 32 Crore
Defamation Suit Agalnst Khan Sir; No Interim Relief Granted

Anchor alleges threats
to her and her
daughter; court seeks
responses from
defendants, lists
matter for June 17
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New Delhi: The Delhi
High Court on Monday is-
sued notice on a 2 crore
civil defamation suit filed
by Aaj Tak anchor Anjana
Om Kashyap and TV To-
day Network against edu-
cator Faisal Khan, popu-
larly known as Khan Sir,
and three other online ed-
ucators, while declining to
grant any interim relief at
this stage. Hearing the

matter, Justice Neena
Bansal Krishna directed
the defendants to file their
responses and listed the
case for further hearing on
June 17. Appearing for
Kashyap, counsel told the
court that the journalist
had been subjected to abu-
sive online attacks and

threats following remarks
made during a television
debate on the growing in-
fluence and commerciali-
sation of the online coach-
ing industry. The court
was informed that posts
targeting Kashyap includ-
ed threats against both her
and her daughter, prompt-

ing a plea for the immedi-
ate removal of the content.

The suit seeks 2 crore
in damages and the take-
down of allegedly defama-
tory material circulating
across social media plat-
forms, including YouTube,
Meta and X. Besides Khan
Sir, the petition names ed-
ucators Abhinay Sharma,
Babita Tyagi and Arvind
Bhadauriya as defendants.

According to the plea,
the controversy began af-
ter a debate aired on May
29 in which Kashyap com-
mented on the expanding
reach of high-profile on-
line educators and the
broader coaching ecosys-
tem. The petition alleges

that, in response, deroga-
tory remarks were made
against the journalist and

widely shared online,
causing reputational
harm.

The defendants are yet
to place their version be-
fore the court.

With the High Court re-
fraining from passing an
immediate injunction, the
case is expected to draw
significant attention as it
raises questions around
the limits of public criti-
cism, the responsibilities
of digital influencers, and
the legal threshold for def-
amation in an increasing-
ly polarised online envi-
ronment.

CM Bhajan Lal, BJP’s New
Organisation ChiefCall on
Assembly Speaker Devananl

Courtesy meeting
sparks political buzz
as BJP leadership
closes ranks in
Rajasthan
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Jaipur: In a significant dis-
play of coordination within
the Rajasthan BJP’s top lead-
ership, Chief Minister
Bhajan Lal Sharma and the
party’s newly appointed
State Organisation General
Secretary Ajay Kumar on
Monday met Assembly
Speaker Vasudev Devnani at
the Rajasthan Legislative
Assembly. The meeting, offi-
cially described as a courtesy
call, comes shortly after Ajay
Kumar’s appointment as the
BJP’s new organisational in-
charge in the state, a key posi-
tion responsible for strength-
ening the party’s grassroots
network and coordinating
between the organisation
and the government. The in-
teraction brought together
three influential figures at a
time when the ruling BJP is
focused on accelerating gov-
ernance initiatives while si-

multaneously preparing its
organisational machinery
for upcoming political chal-
lenges. While no official de-
tails of the discussion were
disclosed, party observers
view the meeting as a reflec-
tion of the BJP’semphasison
maintaining close coordina-
tion between the govern-
ment, the legislature and the
organisation. The presence
of Chief Minister Sharma
alongside the newly appoint-
ed organisation general sec-
retary underscored the im-
portance the party attaches
to organisational cohesion
and political messaging.
Speaker Vasudev Devnani
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welcomed both leaders dur-
ing the meeting, which was
held in a cordial atmosphere
at the Assembly premises.
The meeting assumes signifi-
cance amid ongoing efforts
by the BJP leadership to fur-
ther strengthen its organisa-
tional structure in Rajasthan
and ensure seamless synergy
between governance and
party affairs. With Ajay Ku-
mar formally taking charge
of the organisational respon-
sibilities in the state, political
circles are closely watching
the BJP’s next moves as it
seeks to consolidate its posi-
tion and expand its outreach
across Rajasthan.
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VISION INDIA

Congress slams Bhupender
Yadav for poachmg TMC MPs

FAIR REPORT
M New Delhi

Congress on Monday took a
swipe at Environment
Minister Bhupender Yadav
over the raging political tur-
bulence in the TMC, saying he
has spent the day poaching
when his special job is to nab
poachers and prevent poach-
ing, and not be one himself.
The Opposition party’s
attack came after reports
surfaced that around a dozen
dissident TMC MPs gathered
at the Motilal Nehru Marg res-
idence of Union minister and
BJP’s West Bengal election in-
charge Bhupender Yadav.
Congress general secre-
tary in-charge communica-
tions, Jairam Ramesh, said,
“The Union Minister of
Environment, Forests, and

Climate Change, who
looked after elections in West
Bengal, has spent the
day poaching.”

“This minister’s special job
is to nab poachers and
prevent poaching and not
be one himself,” Ramesh said,
taking a dig at Yadav.

The simmering rebellion

o

within the TMC appeared to
gather fresh momentum on
Monday, with rebel leader
Ritabrata Banerjee portraying
veteran Rajya Sabha MP
Sukhendu Shekhar Ray’s res-
ignation from the party and
the Upper House as a sign of
widening dissent against the
official leadership. While TMC

supremo Mamata Banerjee,
national general secretary
Abhishek Banerjee and
several senior MPs attended
a meeting of the INDIA bloc
leaders, reports surfaced of
around a dozen dissident
TMC MPs gathering at the
Motilal Nehru Marg residence
of Union minister and BJP’s
West Bengal election in-
charge Bhupender Yadav.

The meeting, viewed by
many as a sign that the
revolt within the party’s leg-
islative ranks is now spilling
into the Parliament, wasat-
tended by Ray.

The crisis engulfing the
TMC deepened as 20 Lok
Sabha MPs, led by Chief Whip
Kakoli Ghosh Dastidar,
decided to write to Speaker
Om Birla declaring support
for the BJP-led NDA.

fear mn MP,

FAIR REPORT
M New Delhi

Cross-voting is expected in
the June 18 Rajya Sabha
elections in Jharkhand and
Madhya Pradesh, where an
interesting contest has
unfolded with the entry of
BJP-backed candidates, as
the NDA inches towards a
two-thirds majority in the
Upper House.

While the BJP fielded
Mahesh Kewat against
Meenakshi Natarajan of the
Congress for the third seat
in Madhya Pradesh, it has
backed Parimal Nathwani
for the second seat in
Jharkhand against
Congress’s Pranav Jha.

A total of 28 candidates
are in the fray for 26 seats
in 12 states across the
country, with direct con-

Jaipur, Tuesday, 09 June 2026

FAIR REPORT 04

RS polls Cross-voting m Natl()n F()cus -

Jharkhand

tests in Jharkhand and
Madhya Pradesh.

The Election Commission
announced to hold the
elections on June 18 follow-
ing the retirement of the

incumbents, including
former prime minister HD
Deve Gowda, Congress
president Mallikarjun
Kharge and party leader
Digvijaya Singh, and
two Union ministers,
Ravneet Singh Bittu and
George Kurian.

IAF to use Mi-17 to
secure NEET paper

FAIR REPORT
M New Delhi

As the Government is set to
conduct the NEET-UG re-test
on June 21, it has taken some
measures to ensure security,
including the deployment of
Mi-17 helicopters of the IAF for
the secure delivery of ques-
tion papers to various loca-
tions across the nation.
Ahead of the re-examina-
tion, question paper setters,
moderators, and translators
have been moved to a secure,
undisclosed facility, where
they will remain under lock-
down until the examination
is conducted. Access to
mobile phones, laptops, inter-
net services and all forms of
external communication has
been heavily restricted to
eliminate any possibility of a
paper leak as part of the large
security cover. As regards the

deployment of the Mi-17 heli-
copters, sources said the IAF
will use them and other assets
to transport question paper
packets from 18 locations.
The move is part of enhanced
security measures to ensure
a leak-free examination.

The IAF will provide logis-
tical support for the NEET-UG
2026 re-examination on june
21, with Mi-17 helicopters
and other air assets ferrying
confidential question
paper packets from 18
designated locations to distri-
bution centres and examina-
tion hubs nationwide,
secure delivery.

West Bengal Government restores full CBI authority

FAIR REPORT
M New Delhi/Kolkata

The West Bengal
Government has officially
given back full authority to
the Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) across
the State. On Monday, the
State issued a notification
under Section 6 of the Delhi
Special Police Establishment
(DSPE) Act, 1946, allowing
the CBI to operate through-
out West Bengal.

Now, the CBI can investi-
gate all offences listed under
Section 3 of the Act, primar-
ily corruption and econom-
ic crimes, as well as central
cases that previously
required separate approval.
Chief Minister Suvendu
Adhikari said this decision
brings back powers that the
earlier Trinamool Congress
Government had taken
away. The TMC withdrew
general consent on
November 16, 2018, claiming
the central agency was being

‘misused’. After that, the CBI
needed special permission
for each investigation, which
slowed down probes into
major scams, recruitment
issues, and cooperative-
sector fraud. Since the BJP
won the 2026 Assembly elec-
tion, Adhikari’s Government
has taken a strong stand
against corruption.

In mid-May, the
Government approved sanc-
tions under the Prevention of
Corruption Act in some
pending cases, allowing the
CBI to file charge sheets

against nine officials.
Monday’s notification goes
further by giving the agency
full authority to work in the
State. Legal experts say
Section 6 consent matters
because, without it, CBI offi-
cers do not have police
powers in West Bengal.

This also affects ongoing
investigations ordered by
the Supreme Court or the
Calcutta High Court.
Restoring CBI powers now
puts West Bengal in line
with most other states that
allow general consent,

showing a move toward
more cooperation between
institutions. This decision is
important both symbolical-
ly and practically. It responds
to public worries about
corruption under the
previous Government.

Investigations that were
delayed for years can now
move forward faster. Critics
of the old Government say
the withdrawal of consent
was meant to protect polit-
ically connected officials.
The new order removes that
obstacle. The decision also
sends a clear political
message: the era of selective
federalism has ended.

By restoring the CBI’s
mandate, Chief Minister
Adhikari is focusing
on accountability. In a
state with a history of
recruitment scams and
governance issues,
this move could help
solve many old cases and
rebuild public trust
in investigations.

PM LAUDS ARMENIAN LEADER
PASHINYAN ON ELECTION WIN

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Monday congratulated
Armenian leader Nikol Pashinyan on the victory of his Civil
Contract Party in the country's parliamentary elections and
said he was looking forward to working closely with him.
Armenian Prime Minister Pashinyan on Monday claimed
victory in a general election as preliminary results showed
his governing Civil Contract Party came first with 49.81 per
cent of the vote. “Congratulations to Nikol Pashinyan on the
impressive victory of the Civil Contract Party in the
parliamentary elections. The renewed mandate reflects the
enduring trust and confidence of the people of Armenia in
your leadership and vision. I look forward to working
closely with you to further deepen the warm and historic
ties of friendship and cooperation between India and
Armenia,” Modi said in a post on social media.

|AF AIRLIFTS 5 CRITICALLY ILL
PATIENTS FROM LADAKH

Five critically ill patients, including three personnel of the
Indian Army, have been airlifted from Ladakh to
Chandigarh for advanced medical care, IAF said on
Monday. In a post on social media, the Western Air
Command of the Indian Air Force also said 143 lives have
been saved through casualty evacuation operations in the
Ladakh sector alone during 2026. The WAC shared details
about the critical medical evacuation mission undertaken
from Ladakh, despite challenging high-altitude terrain and
inclement weather conditions. “The Indian Air Force
successfully undertook a critical Medical Evacuation
mission from Ladakh, airlifting five Dangerous Ill Listed
patients for advanced medical care at Chandigarh.

Post-result services portal fully functional: CBSE

FAIR REPORT

M New Delhi

The Central Board of Secondary
Education (CBSE) on Monday said its
post-result services portal was fully
functional during the notified
application period and more than 1.6
successfully
submitted requests for over 3.8 lakh

lakh candidates

answer books.

In a statement on social media, the
board said the application window for
verification and re-evaluation was fully
functional throughout the notified
period, June 2-7, under the supervision
of Government technical agencies and

teams from the IITs.

“During the above application
period, more than 1.6 lakh candidates
successfully submitted requests per-
taining to over 3.8 lakh answer books,
reflecting the extensive utilisation of
the services by the candidates,” the

CBSE said.

The board said the system remained
under monitoring by cybersecurity
teams throughout the operational
period to prevent malicious trafficand
cyber threats. It also said CBSE teams
provided support to students through
its helpdesk and grievance redressal
channels. The clarification came amid
certain media reports and social media
posts regarding the functioning of the

Post-Result Services Portal.

Addressing concerns raised by some
students and parents, CBSE said the
message “Roll Number Not Found” was
displayed only when a candidate had
not successfully applied during the first
phase of the post-result services
process — the Answer Books Photocopy
Application Window.

“CBSE has taken note of certain
media reports and social media posts
regarding the functioning of the Post-
Result Services Portal. To clarify doubts
of some of these students and parents,
it is informed that the message ‘Roll

Number Not Found’ is displayed when
a candidate had not successfully
applied during the first phase of the
Post-Result Services process, namely
the Answer Books
Application Window,” the board said.

“As clearly outlined earlier,
only those candidates who had
applied for their scanned answer
books during the preceding stage
(Answer Books Photocopy) were eli-
gible to avail the subsequent stage
of Verification of Issues Observed
and Re-evaluation of Answers,” the
board said.

Photocopy

Brinda Karat slams Delhi Police
for allegedly harassmg a woman

FAIR REPORT
M New Delhi

Senior Communist Party of
India (Marxist) leader and
former Rajya Sabha MP
Brinda Karat on Monday
shot off a letter to Delhi
Police Commissioner Satish
Golchha, seeking his urgent
intervention over the alleged
illegal detention, interroga-
tion, and surveillance of a
young woman by personnel
of the New Rajinder Nagar
police station.

Terming the incident an
extraordinary misuse of
police authority, Karat
alleged that the postgradu-
ate student, Aahana Singh
Kaith, was subjected to
“totally illegal and inhuman
harassment” to prevent her
from participating in a
political demonstration.

According to the letter
released by the CPI(M)
Central Committee, the
victim was cornered at a
local gym on June 5 by a

group of police personnel,
including an officer identi-
fied as Shivam and a woman
Sub-Inspector named Rita.
They allegedly took herto a
nearby parking area, where
she was subjected to
intense questioning regard-
ing her family background,
political leanings, and her
plans regarding a demon-
stration organised by the
Cockroach Janta Party (CJP)
the following day.

“She was threatened to
become a police informer on
the threat of action against
her,” Karat wrote, adding
that the personnel forcibly
checked the woman’s

mobile phone and
WhatsApp messages without
a court warrant, violating
her fundamental right to
privacy.

The CPI(M) leader further
alleged that the harassment
escalated when a police offi-
cial was deployed outside
the student’s flat as a person-
al security officer (PSO) to
monitor her movements.
The victim was allegedly
ordered to stay indoors and
share her live location with
the police station if she
stepped out.

Karat stated that she per-
sonally intervened by tele-
phoning the deployed police
personnel, who admitted to
acting on direct orders from
the New Rajinder Nagar
police station. “A young
woman is picked up by pre-
dominantly male police
without any warrant, her
privacy violated, and she is
placed under surveillance
and virtual house arrest
without any charges.

Bulldozers at Dawn: 45-Year-0ld Mosque Razed as
Jaipur Locks Down Under Massive Security Blanket

Internet suspended,
prohibitory orders
imposed till June 22;
five religious
structures cleared in
JDA’s road-widening
drive
FAIR REPORT
BY HEMRAJ TIKAMGHAND

Jaipur, June 8: Bulldozers
rolled into Nandpuri be-
fore sunrise on Monday,
bringing down the four-
storey Noorani Masjid that
had stood in Jaipur’s
Malviya Nagar area for
nearly four and a half dec-
ades. By the time the dust
settled, an entire neigh-
bourhood had been sealed
off, thousands of security

personnel had taken posi-
tion, and large parts of
Rajasthan’s capital were
under an unprecedented
internet shutdown.

The demolition, carried
out by the Jaipur Develop-
ment Authority (JDA),
formed part of a contro-
versial road-widening pro-
ject aimed at expanding
the Jagatpura-Jawahar
Circle corridor to 80 feet.
Alongside the mosque, au-
thorities removed four
other religious structures
— two temples, a satsang
bhawan and a mazar —
triggering one of the larg-
est security operations
witnessed in Jaipur in re-
cent years.

Authorities moved
swiftly to prevent any
flare-up. Mobile internet
services across Jaipur
North and Jaipur East po-
lice commissionerate are-
as were suspended for 48
hours, from midnight on

June 7to midnight on June
9. Simultaneously, prohibi-
tory orders under Section
163 of the Bharatiya Na-
garik Suraksha Sanhita
(BNSS), restricting public
gatherings, were enforced
until June 22.

The administration vir-
tually transformed Nand-
puri into a high-security
zone. Roads leading to the
locality were barricaded,
residents were advised to
remain indoors, and entry
of outsiders was prohibit-
ed. Nearly 3,000 additional
police personnel, support-
ed by Rapid Action Force
units and senior officers,
were deployed to maintain
law and order.

Officials maintained
that the action was neither
sudden nor selective. Ac-
cording to the JDA, notices
had been served well in
advance and stakeholders
were given time to volun-
tarily remove structures

falling within the proposed
road alignment. The au-
thority had already cleared
134 encroachments along
the stretch before initiat-
ing action against the re-
maining religious sites.
Yet, the demolition of
the Noorani Masjid — a
landmark structure that
had existed since 1981 —
carried powerful symbol-
ism. Images of bulldozers
tearing through the build-
ing under the watch of
heavily armed security
personnel quickly spread
across social media before
internet restrictions came
into  force. Officials
warned that strict action
would be taken against in-

dividuals attempting to
spread rumours or disturb
communal harmony. By
Monday evening, Jaipur
remained calm, but the ex-
traordinary measures
adopted by the administra-
tion reflected the sensitiv-
ity of the operation.

As traffic continued to
move along the expanding
corridor and security forc-
es maintained vigil, the
rubble of the demolished
structures stood as a stark
reminder of the difficult
intersection between ur-
ban development, faith,
and public order — a de-
bate that is likely to reso-
nate far beyond the streets
of Nandpuri.

75.38 crore
hydroponic
weed seized at
IGI Airport,

2 held

FAIR REPORT
M New Delhi

Customs officials at Indira
Gandhi International (IGI)
Airport foiled a major nar-
cotics smuggling attempt,
seizing 15.38 kg of hydropon-
ic weed valued at approxi-
mately ¥5.38 crore from two
passengers who arrived from
Kuala Lumpur, officials said
on Monday.

Customs officers intercept-
ed the two passengers after
they crossed the Green
Channel upon arrival on
AirAsia X flight D7-182 on June
7. Acting on specific intelli-
gence and passenger profil-
ing, officers subjected the
travellers to detailed scrutiny.

During the examination,
officials noticed that the
passengers were carrying
two brand-new geysers in
addition to their checked-in
baggage. Suspicion deep-
ened after sustained
questioning and scrutiny of
communications on their
mobile phones.

The geysers were subse-
quently subjected to X-ray
screening, which revealed
concealed material inside
the appliances. On disman-
tling the units, Customs offi-
cers uncovered a sophisticat-
ed concealment mechanism
and recovered 145 vacuum-
sealed packets hidden within
the geysers.

The packets contained a
green leafy substance sus-
pected to be hydroponic
weed, a high-potency variety
of cannabis. The total weight
of the seized contraband was
15.38 kg.

Customs officials estimat-
ed the illicit market value of
the narcotics at around

¥5.38 crore.
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