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THE DAWN OF A FEARLESS PEN

PM Modi Speaks With Iranian
President Pezeshkian, Backs Ceasefire

Efforts Ami

FAIR REPORT

NEW DELHI: As geopo-
litical tensions continue to
reshape the security land-
scape of West Asia, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
on Tuesday held a signifi-
cant telephonic conversa-
tion with Iranian President
Masoud Pezeshkian, reaf-
firming India’s commit-
ment to dialogue, regional
stability and peaceful reso-
lution of conflicts.

During the call, Presi-
dent Pezeshkian briefed
Prime Minister Modi on
the evolving situation in
the region and the latest
diplomatic and security de-
velopments. Welcoming
recent ceasefire efforts, the
Prime Minister under-
scored India’s longstand-
ing position that sustained
peace can only be achieved
through diplomacy, re-

straint and constructive
engagement.

The high-level exchange
comes at a critical moment
for the region, with global
attention focused on pre-
venting further escalation

Strawberry Moon
Casts Golden Glow
Over Bengal, Dazzles
Skywatchers

FAIR REPORT

KOLKATA: A luminous full
moon bathed in shades of am-
ber and copper transformed
the night sky over parts of
West Bengal on Tuesday, asthe
celestial event popularly
known as the “Strawberry
Moon” captivated skywatch-
ers and photographers alike.
The spectacle was particu-
larly striking over Tehatta,
where the full moon appeared
unusually large andlow on the
horizon, creating a dramatic
reddish-gold glow against the
dark sky. Images of the phe-
nomenon quickly spread
across social media, drawing
admiration from astronomy
enthusiasts and casual observ-
ers alike. Despite its evocative
name, the Strawberry Moon is
not named for its colour. The
term originates from Native
American traditions, where
June’s full moon signalled the
beginning of the wild straw-
berry harvest. The warm hue
seen during the event is in-
stead a result of atmospheric

science rather than folklore.
This year’s Strawberry Moon
followed the summer solstice
onJune2l,causingittotracea
lower-than-usual path across
the sky. When the Moon ap-
pears close to the horizon, its
light passes through a greater
thickness of Earth’s atmos-
phere, scattering shorter blue
wavelengths and allowing the
longer red and orange wave-
lengths to dominate—produc-
ing the rich copper and amber
tones visible across Bengal.
Astronomers note that while
the phenomenon is a familiar
seasonal event, its appearance
can vary depending on atmos-
pheric conditions such as hu-
midity;, dust and air quality.
Combined with its low trajec-
tory;, these factors made Tues-
day night’s full moon particu-
larly vivid and photogenic.

#

and safeguarding stability
along key maritime routes
that are vital to interna-
tional trade and energy

security. India, which
maintains longstanding
strategic and economic ties

across West Asia, contin-
ues to advocate de-escala-
tion while engaging all
stakeholders through dip-
lomatic channels.

The conversation high-
lights New Delhi’s active

West Asia Tensions

outreach as it seeks to sup-
port regional peace and
protect its broader strate-
gic interests, including the
safety of Indian nationals,
uninterrupted energy sup-
plies and secure shipping
lanes.

Separately, speculation
surrounding India’s repre-
sentation at any official
events in Iran has attracted
attention. However, any de-
cision regarding participa-
tion in such events would
depend on official an-
nouncements by the Gov-
ernment of India.

The latest diplomatic en-
gagement underscores In-
dia’s growing role as a
credible and balanced in-
terlocutor, reinforcing its
emphasis on dialogue over
confrontation in one of the
world’s most strategically
sensitive regions.
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From Boardroom to Behind Bars;

Gojek Co-Founder Nadiem
Makarim Sentenced to 10 Years in
Landmark Chromebook Graft Case

FAIR REPORT

JAKARTA: In one of
Southeast Asia’s most
consequential corruption
verdicts involving a tech-
nology entrepreneur, Na-
diem Makarim—the cele-
brated co-founder of ride-
hailing giant Gojek and
Indonesia’s former Edu-
cation Minister—was on
Tuesday sentenced to 10
years in prison after being
found guilty in a high-
profile corruption case
linked to a pandemic-era
school laptop procure-
ment programme.

The Central Jakarta
District Court ruled that
Makarim abused his au-
thority in the procure-
ment of more than one
million Google Chrome-
book laptops for Indone-
sian schools between 2020
and 2022. Prosecutors ar-
gued that the tender spec-
ifications were deliber-

Google’s  Chromebook
ecosystem, resulting in
substantial losses to the
state. Google has denied
any wrongdoing.

In addition to the pris-
on term, the court im-
posed a fine of IDR 1 bil-
lion and ordered Maka-
rim to pay approximately
IDR 809 billion (about $45
million) in restitution.
Failure to pay could result
in additional imprison-
ment, according to the
verdict.

Makarim, once hailed
as the face of Indonesia’s
startup revolution and a
symbol of the country’s
digital transformation,

Jaipur’s Power Corridors Converge Today: 2047 Vision Faces the Mic

Ministers, MPs and
policy voices share
one stage as India
News Rajasthan puts
“Viksit Rajasthan’ to
the test

FAIR REPORT

Jaipur: The capital’s politi-
cal heavyweights will gather
under one roof on Wednes-
day for India News Ra-
jasthan’s much-awaited
event, “Manch Jaipur.” Run-
ning from 9 am to 5 pm at

Hotel Holiday Inn near Bais

Godam, the day-long pro-
gramme will centre on a sin-
gle theme — “Viksit Bharat,
Viksit Rajasthan 2047.” This
isn’t billed as a victory-lap
event. Organisers have made
it clear: the focus won’t just
be on listing government
achievements—it’smeant to
be a candid conversation
about the state’s challenges
as much as its possibilities.
Who’s on stage: The
lineup reads like a who’s-
who of state politics: Assem-
bly Speaker Vasudev Dev-

India’s Household Debt Hits Record
45.5% of GDP as Retail Borrowing
Surges, RBI Flags Rising Risks

FAIR REPORT

MUMBALI: India’s house-
hold debt has climbed to a
record 45.5% of GDP,reflect-
ingasharprise in consumer
borrowing and prompting
renewed concerns over the
financial resilience of
households, accordingtothe
latest Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) Financial Stability Re-
port. The central bank’s as-
sessment shows household
leverage has moved well
above itsfive-year average of
42.9%, signalling a struc-
tural shift in borrowing pat-
terns. The most striking

trend is the rapid expansion
of non-housing retail loans,
which have emerged as the
principal driver of house-
hold indebtedness. The re-
port notes that by March
2026, non-housing retail
credit accounted for 58.4%
of total household borrow-
ings, overtaking the tradi-
tionally dominant housing
loan segment. The surge
reflects growing demand for
personal, consumer and
other retail credit, even as
borrowingfor housing, agri-
culture and business has
expanded at a comparative-
ly slower pace.

nani, BJP state president
Madan Rathore, Deputy
Chief Ministers Diya Ku-
mari and Premchand Bair-
wa, Parliamentary Affairs
Minister Joga Ram Patel,
Industries Minister Rajya-
vardhan Singh Rathore, Ed-
ucation Minister Madan
Dilawar, PHED Minister
Kanhaiya Lal Chaudhary,
and Minister of State for
Home Jawahar Singh Bed-
ham. Joining them will be
Rajya Sabha MP Alka Gur-
jar, Jaipur city MP Manju

Sharma, Jaipur Rural MP
Rao Rajendra Singh, Ra-

jasthan Finance Commis-

sion chairman Arun Chatur-
vedi, BJP leader Ramlal
Sharma, and BJP Yuva Mor-
cha state president Shankar
Gora, among other key pub-
lic representatives.

Not just speeches —the
questions will fly: What
sets this edition apart is the
format: leaders won’t just
deliver remarks, they’ll field
pointed questions from the
audience and invited guests.

Sessions through the day
will dig into Rajasthan’s role
in the Viksit Bharat 2047
roadmap, industrial growth
and investment, education,
infrastructure, water man-
agement, governance, job
creation, and the real-world
impact of welfare schemes.
Sitting alongside the politi-
cians will be sector experts,
industry representatives,
academics and civil society
voices — broadening the
conversation well beyond
party lines.

354-Crore Gold Bust Rocks
Guwahati: 37 kg of Smuggled
Bullion Seized, Key Carrier Held

FAIR REPORT

GUWAHATI: In one of
the biggest anti-smug-
gling operations in North-
east India in recent years,
Assam Police have seized
37 kilograms of suspected
smuggled gold worth ap-
proximately 54 crore,
dealing a major blow to an
alleged cross-border traf-
ficking network.

The massive haul was
recovered during a tar-
geted raid at a hideout in

US Supreme Court Strikes Down Trump’s Birthright
Citizenship Order in Major Constitutional Defeat

FAIR REPORT

WASHINGTON, D.C.:Ina
landmark ruling with far-
reaching constitutional and
political implications, the
U.S. Supreme Court on Tues-
day struck down President
Donald Trump’s executive
order seeking to end auto-
matic birthright citizenship
for children born in the Unit-
ed States to undocumented
or temporary immigrants.
Ina6-3decision in Trump
v. Barbara, Chief Justice
John Roberts, writing for the
majority, held that children
born on U.S. soil to parents
who are unlawfully or tem-
porarily present are “subject
to the jurisdiction” of the
United States and are there-
fore citizens at birth under

the Fourteenth Amend-
ment’s Citizenship Clause.
Roberts was joined by
Justices Elena Kagan, Sonia
Sotomayor; Amy Coney Bar-
rett, and Ketanji Brown
Jackson. Justice Brett Ka-
vanaugh concurred sepa-
rately, agreeing that the ex-
ecutive order was invalid,
though he based his reason-

ing on federal law rather
than the Constitution. Jus-
tices Clarence Thomas, Sam-
uel Alito, and Neil Gorsuch
dissented, with Alito argu-
ing that the majority had
fundamentally misinter-
preted the law. The executive
order, signed by Trump on
his first day back in office in
January 2025, sought to deny

automatic U.S. citizenship to
children unless at least one
parent was a U.S. citizen or
lawful permanent resident.
However, the policy was
blocked by lower federal
courts before it could take
effect, preventing its imple-
mentation. Legal experts
said the ruling reaffirms the
constitutional principle of
birthright citizenship, pre-
serving a doctrine that has
been a cornerstone of Amer-
ican constitutional law for
more than a century. Had the
order been upheld, it could
have affected tens of thou-
sands of children born in
the United States each
month. The court’s decision
rests heavily on the land-
mark 1898 Supreme Court

precedent in United States v.
Wong Kim Ark, which estab-
lished that nearly all chil-
dren born on American soil
are entitled to U.S. citizen-
ship regardless of their par-
ents’ immigration status.
The judgment represents
one of the most significant
legal setbacks of Trump’s
second presidency and is ex-
pected to shape the national
debate over immigration,
executive authority and con-
stitutional rights ahead of
future legislative battles.
Trump responded by urging
Congress to pursue statuto-
ry immigration reforms, ar-
guing that legislative ac-
tion—not constitutional re-
interpretation—was the ap-
propriate path forward.

Guwahati, where officers
uncovered dozens of high-
purity gold biscuits alleg-
edly concealed for onward
distribution. Senior offi-
cials described the opera-
tion as one of the region’s
largest single-day gold
seizures, underscoring
the growing scale and so-
phistication of organised
gold smuggling.

Police have arrested a
suspected courier be-
lieved to be working for

the syndicate. During pre-
liminary interrogation,
investigators said the ac-
cused disclosed that he
was paid a fixed monthly
salary of 80,000 to trans-
port smuggled consign-
ments and claimed to have
previously handled an-
other 20 kilograms of gold
for the network. Authori-
ties are independently
verifying those claims as
the investigation pro-
gresses.

Judge Faces Death Threats
After Convicting Seven in
Mob Lynching Case

FAIR REPORT

BHOPAL: A wave of on-
line hate and death
threats against a Madhya
Pradesh judge has trig-
gered fresh concerns over
the safety and independ-
ence of India’s judiciary.
Additional District and
Sessions Judge Tabassum
Khan reportedly became
the target of abusive so-
cial media posts and in-
timidation after sentenc-
ing seven men to life im-
prisonment for the lynch-
ing of a truck driver who
was attacked on suspicion
of cow smuggling. The
verdict, based on the evi-
dence presented before the

court, marked a signifi-
cant conviction in a case
that drew widespread at-
tention. Soon after the
judgment, social media
platforms were flooded
with posts targeting the
judge’s religious identity
and calling for violence,
prompting outrage within
legal circles. The incident
has reignited debate over
the growing use of online
platforms to intimidate
judges and undermine
confidence in the judicial
process. Madhya Pradesh
Police have registered a
First Information Report
(FIR) and launched a cy-
ber investigation to iden-
tify those responsible.

strongly rejected the judg-
ment and announced
plans to appeal. He has
maintained that the pro-
curement programme
was designed to modern-
ise classrooms and has
described the prosecution
as politically motivated.
The case has also sparked
debate among legal ex-
perts and investors, with
some questioning the im-
plications of the ruling
for governance and Indo-
nesia’s investment cli-
mate.

The verdict marks a
stunning fall for one of
Indonesia’s most promi-
nent business leaders,
transforming a tech suc-
cess story into one of the
country’s most closely
watched legal battles and
placing renewed scrutiny
on accountability in
large-scale public pro-
curement.

China’s Animal
Air-Conditioning
Videos Go Viral as
Heatwave Sparks
Online Jibes at
Europe
BEIJING: A severe sum-
merheatwave hasfueled an
unusual social media phe-
nomenon, with viral videos
from China showing air-
conditioning systems being
installed in animal shelters,
pig farms and pet enclo-
sures—prompting a fresh
wave of online compari-
sons with Europe’s limited
household AC adoption.
The widely shared clips
depict workers fitting cool-
ing units into brick struc-
tures housing dogs, pigs,
chickens and other ani-
mals, highlighting the
growing use of climate-
control systems in parts of
China’s commercial farm-
ing and pet-care sectors.
The videos have quickly
become a talking point
across social media, where
many Chinese users have
used them to contrast do-
mestic cooling infrastruc-
ture with Europe’s tradi-
tionally lower reliance on
air conditioning. One
widely circulated online
remark claimed that mod-
ern Chinese pig farms are
fully climate-controlled
while many European
households continue to
cope without air condition-
ing. The comparisons have
gained traction amid an
intense heatwave affecting
several parts of Europe,
where air-conditioning
penetration remains lower
than in many other devel-
oped economies due to his-
torical climate patterns,
building design, energy
costs and environmental
considerations. The online
exchangesreflecta broader
digital rivalry in which in-
frastructure, technology
and living standards in-
creasingly become subjects
of cross-border debate. As
temperatures continue to
soar, images of climate-
controlled shelters for live-
stock and pets have become
symbolic of China’s efforts
to adapt to extreme heat
while simultaneously serv-
ingas material for internet
users engaging in geopo-
litical one-upmanship.
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IN FOCUS

A monkey and its juvenile feed amid monsoon showers in Haldwani  PTi

23 political parties write to
CJI on SIR, role of ECI

FAIR REPORT
Il New Delhi

Twenty-three political parties
along with an Independent
MP on Tuesday sent a joint
letter to ChiefJustice of India
(CJI) Surya Kant on the SIR
process, the role of the
Election Commission and
other election-related issues.

The signatories include all
major INDIA bloc parties, as
well as the AAP and DMK,
which have distanced them-
selves from the alliance.

Congress general secre-
tary Jairam Ramesh gave this
information in a post on X,
saying the Opposition parties
are firmly anchored in “SURE
Solidarity, Unity and
Resistance”.

“21 political parties plus
one Independent attended
the INDIA Janbandhan
meeting on June 8, 2026,
where a decision was taken
to address a joint letter to the
Hon’ble Chief Justice of India
on the SIR process of the
Election Commission of India
and other election-related
issues,” Ramesh said on X.

“Accordingly, a joint letter
now signed by 23 political
parties plus one Independent
has been sent to the Hon’ble
Chief Justice of India today,”

)

Jairam Ramesh

he said. The joint letter has
been signed by Congress
president Mallikarjun Kharge,
Lok Sabha Leader of
Opposition Rahul Gandhi,
TMC chief Mamata Banerjee,
R|D leader Tejashwi Yadav, SP
chief Akhilesh Yadav,
Jharkhand Chief Minister
Hemant Soren, J&K Chief
Minister Omar Abdullah, Left
party leaders, and
Independent MP Kapil Sibal,
among others, sources said.
TMC leader Derek O’Brien
said the letter has also been
signed by the Aam Aadmi
Party and the DMK.

“Good going from INDIA.
And yes, @AamAadmiParty
@arivalayam DMK also
signed the joint letter to CJI,”
he said on X. “The letteris a
total teamwork by all INDIA
bloc parties,” O’Brien told
the media later.

IAS Officer, 2 Ex-bankers arrested
in 3504 crore Haryana fraud case

‘l??‘

FAIR REPORT
Il New Delhi

The CBI has arrested a senior
IAS officer and two former
bank officers in connection
with the alleged embezzle-
ment of¥504 crore from the
Haryana Government
accounts maintained in IDFC
First Bank in Chandigarh,
officials said on Tuesday.
The alleged actions of
the IAS officer, Pardeep
Kumar, who was posted as
Member Secretary, Haryana
State Pollution Control
Board (HSPCB), resulted in
the misappropriation of
funds and caused a net loss
of approximately %169 crore
to the Government, the
Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) said in a
statement. “The investiga-
tion has revealed that the

CM Revanth Reddy hits out at BRS

FAIR REPORT
M Hyderabad

actions of Pardeep Kumar,
as Member Secretary, had a
direct nexus with the fraud.
He himself handled the
entire investment related
work at his level.

Funds for fixed deposits
were sent to IDFC First Bank
far in excess of the pre-
scribed limits. “For creating
the fixed deposits, the funds
of HSPCB were first trans-
ferred into an account
opened at IDFC First Bank,

Hitting out at opposition BRS over its
congress
Government’s agriculture record,
Telangana Chief Minister A Revanth
Reddy on Tuesday said the
Government had spent about Rs 1.75
lakh crore on farmer welfare since it

criticism of the

took office 30 months ago.

Speaking after releasing funds

under the ‘Rythu Bandhu’ investment
support scheme for farmers, he dis-
missed BJP national president Nitin

Nabin’s call to party activists to work
towards a win in the next Telangana

assembly polls.

It took 15 years for the BJP to win
assembly polls in West Bengal, and the
saffron party would meet the same

fate in Telangana,

Sector 32 Branch,
Chandigarh,” a CBI
spokesperson said in the
statement.

Surprisingly, there is no
record which the depart-
ment could produce with
regard to opening of this
account, the officer said.
“The conspiracy was so deep
that the account got opened
without any approvals and
funds were transferred into
the account in the name of

including a 320,677-crore farm loan
waiver, 36,000 crore under the ‘Rythu
Bharosa’ scheme, ¥30,000 crore on
free power and ¥4,000 crore as bonus
for fine variety paddy.

“This way, the Government has
spent about %1.75 lakh crore for the
farming community. We spend 36,000
crore every month for farmers on an
average; you have not spent even
32,500 crore. Is it we who made
farming a festival, or you?” the CM
said. The Government would allocate
9,000 crore in nine days under the
first phase of ‘Rythu Bharosa’, he

added.

he said. Taking
strong exception to the BRS question-
ing the Congress Government’s per-
formance in the agriculture sector, he
said the Government had implement-
ed several measures for farmers,

Reddy said he was ready for a
debate on the Congress Government’s
last 30 months, the 10-year rule of BRS,
and the 12-year rule of the NDA
Government at the Centre.

Jaipur, Wednesday, 01 July 2026

creating fixed deposits. The
investigation conducted
so far has revealed that no
fixed deposits were
created in this bank,” the
statement said.

Instead, the agency
alleged, fraudulent debit
transactions were carried
out from this account, result-
ing in the misappropriation
of Government funds and
causing a net loss of approx-
imately 169 crore to the
state Government.

“This represents the
single-largest financial loss
suffered by any of the affect-
ed Government depart-
ments of Haryana in the
overall scam (0f%504 crore),”
it said.

The spokesperson said
that Kumar was not joining
the investigation despite
repeated efforts.

FAIR REPORT 02

PM Modi speaks to Iran
President Pezeshklan

FAIR REPORTHE New Delhi

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on Tuesday held a telephon-
ic conversation with Iranian
President Masoud Pezeshkian,
welcoming the understanding
reached ahead of the ceasefire
and reaffirming India’s long-
standing position that conflicts
must be resolved through dia-
logue and diplomacy.

During the conversation,
President Pezeshkian briefed
the Prime Minister on the
recent developments in West
Asia and outlined the way
forward following the latest
diplomatic efforts in the
region. Prime Minister Modi
welcomed the understand-
ing reached and stressed that
sustained engagement and
diplomatic dialogue remain
the only viable path to resolv-
ing regional tensions.

He alsoreiterated the need
for continued efforts to ensure
lasting peace and stability in

West Asia. The Prime Minister

further emphasised the impor-
tance of safeguarding freedom
of navigation and uninter-
rupted commerce, underscor-
ing India’s interest in maintain-
ing stability across the strate-
gically significant region.
Separately, President
Pezeshkian had earlier extend-
ed a formal invitation to Prime
Minister Modi to attend the
funeral ceremonies of Iran’s
Supreme Leader, Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei. Representing India
at the ceremony will be Bihar
Governor Lieutenant General
(Retd.) Syed Ata Hasnain and
Minister of State for External

Affairs Pabitra Margherita.

According to the
announced schedule, the
public farewell ceremony will
begin at 6 a.m. (local time) on

July 4 at Tehran’s Imam
Khomeini Grand Prayer
Grounds, which will be
opened to mourners from
that time. India has consis-
tently called for restraint,
dialogue and diplomatic
engagement in addressing
tensions in West Asia while
emphasising the importance
of regional peace, stability
and the protection of global
trade routes.

This marks the third conver-
sation between the two
leaders since the conflict
erupted in West A n
February 28, with Israel and
the United States on one side
and Iran on the other.

The leaders had spoken
earlier on March 12 and March
21. In those calls, Prime
Minister Modi underscored
India’s priorities — the safety
and well-being of Indian
nationals in the region, includ-
ing in Iran — and the impor-
tance of ensuring unhindered
transit of energy and goods.
He also extended greetings on
Navroz and Eid.

On June 30,2026 - PM Modi
again held a telephone conver-
sation with President
Pezeshkian after the ceasefire
understanding. He wel-
comed the understanding
reached, reiterated India’s
support for resolving issues
through dialogue and diplo-
macy, and stressed the need
for lasting peace, stability,
and freedom of navigation
in West Asia.

Assam flood situation remains grim; one person dies, 46,000 people affected

FAIR REPORT
M Guwahati

The flood situation in Assam
remained grim on Tuesday
with one person killed in the
deluge and more than 46,000
people affected in six dis-
tricts, an official bulletin said.

Two major rivers, including
the Brahmaputra, were
flowing above the danger
level, with damage to infra-
structure also caused in dif-
ferent parts. The Assam State

Disaster Management
Authority (ASDMA), in its flood
bulletin, said one woman
died in flood waters in
Sissiborgaon in Dhemayji dis-
trict, the first casualty in the
deluge in the State this year.

Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma assured of all
assistance to the affected
areas, with ministers touring
the flood-hit districts. “We are
leaving no stone unturned in
our flood response. While 1
continue to monitor the situ-

‘India Will Be Among Top Five in 2036 Olympic
Medal Tally’: Amit Shah Sets Bold Sporting Vision

FAIR REPORT

NEW DELHI: Setting an
ambitious target for Indi-
an sport, Union Home
Minister Amit Shah ex-
pressed confidence that
India will rank among the
top five nations in the
medal tally at the 2036
Olympic Games, outlin-
ing a vision that reflects
the government’s long-
term push to transform
the country into a global
sporting powerhouse.
Shah said the goal is be-
ing backed by unprece-
dented investments in
sports infrastructure, sci-
entific training and ath-
lete development. Accord-
ing to him, the Centre has
increased the sports
budget from around 800

(ﬁ h-. i..'_-

crore in 2014 to nearly
4,000 crore, while thou-
sands of promising ath-
letes are receiving sus-
tained financial and tech-
nical support as part of
preparations for the 2036
Olympics. The Home Min-
ister linked the medal am-
bition with India’s broad-
er aspiration to host the
2036 Olympic Games, with

Ahmedabad emerging as
the focal point of the
country’s bid. He high-
lighted the development
of world-class sporting
infrastructure and the
hosting of multiple inter-
national competitions as
stepping stones towards
staging the world’s big-
gest sporting event. India
has steadily improved its

sporting ecosystem in re-
cent years through initia-
tives such as talent iden-
tification, grassroots
training, enhanced coach-
ing and high-performance
support. The govern-
ment’s strategy aims to
broaden India’s medal
prospects across multiple
disciplines while nurtur-
ing a new generation of
elite athletes capable of
competing consistently
on the global stage. Shah’s
statement underscores
the scale of India’s Olym-
pic ambitions, setting a
benchmark that would
represent the country’s
strongest-ever perfor-
mance at the Games and
mark a transformative
chapter in its sporting
journey if achieved.

ation closely, my Cabinet col-
leagues are on the ground
overseeing relief efforts, pro-
tection measures & ensuring
timely assistance,” Sarma
said in a post on X.

Water Resources Minister
Susanta Borgohain and
Revenue and Disaster
Management Minister
Keshab Mahanta visited
several affected areas and
interacted with the people to
ensure timely relief. “As part
of the Assam Government’s

Panchna Dam Talks
Collapse: Farmers Walk
Out, Kirodi Meena
Follows as 20-Year
Water Dispute Boils Over
JAIPUR:Effortstoresolvethe
two-decade-old Panchna Dam
water dispute ended in high
drama on Tuesday after a cru-
cial meeting in Jaipur broke
down, with agitating farmers
staging a walkout and Ra-
jasthan Cabinet Minister Kiro-
diLalMeenastormingoutsoon
after; exposing the deep divi-
sionsthatcontinue tosurround
one of eastern Rajasthan’s
most contentious irrigation
conflicts. The high-level meet-
ing, held at the Madhav Audito-
rium in Shiksha Sankul,
brought together Water Re-
sources Minister Suresh Singh
Rawat, Cabinet Minister Kirodi
Lal Meena, and Minister of
State Jawahar Singh Bedham
to mediate between two oppos-
ing groups from 74 villages af-
fected by the Panchna Dam.

ongoing flood response, I
visited the flood-affected
areas along the Ch g
River in Gohpur today, fol-
lowing the directions of
Hon’ble Chief Minister Dr
@himantabiswa Dangoriya,”
Borgohain, who was accom-
panied by Mahanta, said in a
post on the social media
site. “Necessary instructions
were issued to the con-
cerned authorities to take
immediate flood protection
measures,” he added.

Rajasthan HC Denies Bail to Ex-MLA
Baljeet Yadav in ¥3.72-Crore MLALAD
Scam, ED Probe Tightens Noose

FAIR REPORT

JAIPUR: In asignificant set-
back for former Behror MLLA
Baljeet Yadav, the Rajasthan
High Court on Tuesday re-
jected his bail plea in the al-
leged 3.72-crore MLA Local
Area Development (MLAL-
AD) Fund embezzlement
case, ensuring that he re-
mains in judicial custody as
the Enforcement Directorate
(ED) intensifies its money
laundering investigation.
Justice Ravi Chiranji pro-
nounced the order after re-
serving judgment on June 25
following detailed argu-
ments from both the prosecu-
tion and the defence. With
the High Court refusing re-
lief, Yadav has now spent

nearly five months behind
bars since his arrest by the
ED on February 3. The case
originated from an Anti-Cor-
ruption Bureau (ACB) FIR
registered in December 2024,
which later formed the basis
for the ED’s money launder-
ing probe. Investigators al-
lege that development con-
tracts funded through the
MLALAD scheme were
awarded to firms that either
came into existence only af-
ter receiving work orders or
had obtained GST registra-
tions through fraudulent
means, raising serious con-
cerns over the procurement
process. According to the ED,
funds were allegedly divert-
ed through these firms be-

fore being routed to associ-
ates and relatives linked to
the former legislator. The
agency has identified compa-
nies, including Balaji Com-
plete Solutions Pvt. Ltd.,
Surya Enterprises, and Ra-
jput Sports Enterprises, as
key entities under scrutiny.
At the centre of the investi-
gation is the alleged procure-
ment of sports equipment
for 32 government schools in
Alwar in 2021. Officials claim
cricket bats, badminton kits
and other sporting goods
were purchased at 2.5 to 3
times the prevailing market
price despite allegedly being
of inferior quality, resulting
in a financial loss estimated
at 3.72 crore.

Minister in Charge Inspects Service Camps, Instructs Officials to Ensure Benefits Reach People

45 RESIDENTIAL LEASES DISTRIBUTED IN CITY COUNCIL AND 12
IN SUKHWADA, FARMER GETS BENEFIT OF FENCING SCHEME

FAIR REPORT

Chittorgarh: To provide
the benefits of govern-
ment schemes to people
at their doorstep and
solve public problems
quickly, District In-
charge Minister and Min-
ister of State for Public
Works Department Dr.
Manju Baghmar inspect-
ed the Rural and Urban
Service Camps on Tues-
day. She instructed offi-

cials to listen to people’s
problems seriously and
ensure that eligible ben-
eficiaries get the benefits
of government schemes
on time. The Minister
visited the Rural Service
Camp organized at Sukh-
wada Gram Panchayat of
Bhadesar subdivision
and the Urban Service
Camp held at Chittor-
garh Municipal Council.
She took information
from officials and em-
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ployees about the servic-
es and schemes being
provided at the camps.
During the Urban Ser-
vice Camp at Chittorgarh
Municipal Council, Dr.
Baghmar distributed 45
residential lease docu-
ments, while 12 residen-
tial leases were given to
villagers at the Sukhwada
Rural Service Camp. A
farmer was also given a
certificate for getting the
benefit of the fencing

scheme, and an elderly
beneficiary received the
benefit of the roadways
travel facility. Dr. Manju
Baghmar said that the
main objective of these
service camps is to con-
nect people with govern-
ment welfare schemes and
ensure quick solutions to
their problems. She di-
rected officials to identify
eligible beneficiaries and
provide benefits without
delay. Social activities

were also organized at the
Sukhwada camp. A tradi-
tional baby shower cere-
mony was held for a preg-
nant woman, and a child’s
birthday was also cele-
brated. District Collector
Dr. Manju, CEO Zila Pari-
shad Vinay Pathak, Addi-
tional District Collector
Ramchandra Khati, offi-
cials, employees and a
large number of villagers
were present during the
visit.
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The monthly average rainfall
over India is expected to be
below normal during July,
the India Meteorological
Department said on Tuesday
in its monthly forecast. The
weather department stated
that July is most likely to see
94 per cent of the long-period
average rainfall (1971-2020).
The LPA rainfall over India in
July is about 280.4 mm.

LPA refers to the rainfall
recorded over a particular
region for a given period,
such as amonth or a season,
averaged over a long period,
typically 30 to 50 years. Some
areas of northwest and north-
east India, east-central India
and the eastern peninsular
region are likely to receive
normal to above-normal
rainfall, the IMD said.

In a statement, Dr
Mrutyunjay Mohapatra,
director general of meteo-
rology at the IMD, said,
“During July, below-normal

rainfall is likely across most
parts of the country except
some areas of northwest
and northeast India, east-
central India and the eastern
peninsular region, where
normal to above-normal
rainfall is likely.”

In June, India as a whole
witnessed a rainfall deficit of
about 40 per cent, with
Central India worst affected
with a deficit of 50.4 per
cent. The country experi-
enced the fifth-lowest
(99.5 mm) rainfall in June
since 1901.

This below-normal rainfall
during the monsoon season
occurred due to five main
factors, according to
Mohapatra.

First, an unfavourable
phase of the Madden-Julian
Oscillation (M]O), which is a
moving system of wind,
cloud, and pressure that
brings rain as it circles the
equator. During a favourable
phase, the M]O brings more
clouds to southern India,
which are then carried
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India to see below- normal rain in July: IM

northwards by the monsoon
winds, leading to enhanced
rainfall.

Second, there were no
low-pressure systems (LPSs)
formed during June. LPSs
are essentially areas where
atmospheric pressure
is lower than in their
surrounding regions.

Given that winds travel
from high-pressure to low-
pressure areas, these systems
act like a magnet, pulling in

moisture-laden winds, helping
trigger rainfall, and pushing
the monsoon inland.

Third, most of the typhoon
systems that formed during
June recurved to the North-
Northwest direction, which
led to subdued LPS over the
Indian Ocean region.

Fourth, the emergence of El
Nifio conditions thist  th
also negatively impacted the
rainfall activity.

El Nifio is one of the three

phases of the El Nifo
Southern Oscillation (ENSO) -
a climate phenomenon char-
acterised by changes in sea
temperatures along the
central and eastern tropical
Pacific Ocean, accompanied
by fluctuations in the
atmosphere overhead.

While EI Nifio, which leads
to less monsoon rainfall in
India, is known to have a
warming effect over the
planet, its opposite phase, La
Nina, usually results in a
cooling effect. ENSO also has
a neutral phase.

As Indian Ocean Dipole
(IOD) conditions are current-
ly neutral, they cannot help
to counter the EI Nino’s neg-
ative impact - positive 10D
conditions typically resultin
more rainfall.

Speaking about the
advancement of the south-
west monsoon, Mohapatra
noted that conditions are
favourable for further move-
ment into the remaining
parts of Uttarakhand,
Himachal Pradesh, and

Ladakh, and more parts of
Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh,
and Uttar Pradesh in the
next 2-3 days.

During this period, the
monsoon is also likely to
advance into the entire
Daman and Diu, Jammu and
Kashmir, most parts of
Haryana, Chandigarh, Delhi,
and Punjab, and some parts
of Rajasthan.

As for temperatures in
July, the IMD has said that
maximum temperatures are
expected to remain above
normal across most parts of
India, except a few isolated
areas in West Central India,
where normal to below-
normal maximum tempera-
tures are likely.

“Meanwhile, the
minimum temperatures are
also expected to be above
normal over most regions of
the country, except some
isolated pockets of Central
and Northeast India, where
normal minimum tempera-
tures are likely,” the
IMD said.

VB-G RAM G
Act comes
into force

VB-GRAM G

FAIR REPORT
M New Delhi

The Viksit Bharat — Guarantee
for Rozgar and Ajeevika
Mission (Gramin) Act, 2025
will come into force from July
1, with the Centre on Tuesday
stating that all arrangements
have been made for its
implementation.

The Ministry of Rural
Development said the Act
provides a statutory guaran-
tee of up to 125 days of wage
employment to eligible rural
households, compared to the
100 days provided under the
existing rural employment
framework.

The ministry said an
interim allocation of
%95,692.31 crore has been
made to states and Union
Territories to ensure a
smooth transition, timely
wage payments and uninter-
rupted implementation of
works under the new
framework.

Union Rural Development
Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan said the
Government’s priority was
to ensure that “no eligible
rural worker remains without
work even for a single day”.
He said the Centre and states
had worked together to com-
plete administrative, financial
and technical preparations
for the rollout.

The Government said exist-
ing e-KYC-verified job cards
will remain valid until the new
Gramin Rozgar Guarantee
Cards are issued.

The gram panchayats will
continue to play a key role in
the implementation of the
scheme, with a focus on areas
such as natural resource
management, water conser-
vation, agriculture and allied
activities, rural infrastructure
and women’s empowerment,
it added.

FAIR REPORT
Il New Delhi

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah on Tuesday launched a
revamped online portal for
regulating foreign contribu-
tions and the e-OClI Card, ini-
tiatives which would simpli-
fy compliance, improve
public services and strength-
en national security through
greater use of technology.

In his address, the Home
Minister said that prior to
2014, the Foreign
Contribution (Regulation) Act
(FCRA) system was entan-
gled in files and procedures
and was beyond proper
oversight.

Shah said that after the
Government led by Prime
Minister Modi was formed in
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Union Health Minister |P
Nadda on Tuesdayunveiled
“The Collected Speeches of
Bengal Tiger Asutosh
Mookerjee.” The book is
published by the Delhi
Legislative Assembly, com-
piling 32 legislative speech-
es of educationistand jurist
Dr Ashutosh Mookerjee.
The book is unveiled at a
function marking his 162nd
birth anniversary at the
Assembly House.

Nadda compared the
speeches to a daily source
of intellectual renewal for
public life. “Just as a mobile
phone must be recharged

every day, public life too

UTOSH MOOEKERJEE

2014,
strengthened.
“The renewal of the FCRA
portal today will greatly
enhance ease of operations
for organisations,” he said.
The minister said that in
the past years, there has
been a significantincrease in
the number of applications
and the flow of donations.
Keeping this in view,
reducing paperwork and
ensuring effective, real-time
monitoring of foreign contri-
butions are very important
for the country’s security.
He said that due to the

FCRA law, monitoring of

foreign contributions coming
with wrong intentions will
increase.

The initiatives reflected
the Government’s commit-

on Asutosh Mookerjee’s speeches
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requires constant intellec-
tual renewal. Dr Ashutosh
Mookerjee’s speeches con-
tinue to recharge our minds
with constitutional values,
reasoned debate and a
deep sense of nationalism,”
he said.

The event was attended
by Union Minister Harsh
Malhotra, Chief Minister
Rekha Gupta, Assembly
Speaker Vijender Gupta,
ministers Ashish Sood,
Manjinder Singh Sirsa, and
Dr Pankaj Kumar Singh, and
Deputy Speaker Mohan
Singh Bisht, along with MPs,
MLAs, and academicians. A
documentary on the
Assembly narrated by
Anupam Kher was also
screened.

the system was

ment to improving gover-
nance through technology
while making services more
accessible to citizens and
organisations, he said.

The FCRA 2.0 Portal digitis-
es all major processes
related to foreign contribu-
tion regulation, including
registration, renewal, annual

Speaker Vijender Gupta
called Mookerjee the “Tiger
of Bengal,” noting that he
defended educational insti-
tutions’ autonomy under
colonial rule, backed schol-
ars including CV Raman
and Meghnad Saha, and
supported students such
as Subhas Chandra Bose. He
cited Mookerjee’s tenure
as Vice-Chancellor of
Calcutta University, Calcutta
High Court judge, and
member of the Bengal and
Imperial Legislative
Councils.

The Chief Minister said
great personalities must
continue inspiring new gen-
erations rather than remain
confined to history, linking
Mookerjee’s educational
philosophy to the National
Education Policy’s focus on
Indian languages.

Education Minister Sood
said Mookerjee demon-
strated that education is
the strongest foundation of
nation-building. Deputy
Speaker Bisht said legisla-
tors must preserve the
ideas that shaped India’s
democratic evolution,
calling the publication an
important step in that

direction.

returns and other services

under the Foreign
Contribution (Regulation)
Act.

The key provisions of the
new FCRA Amendment rules,
2026, have also been incor-
porated into it.

According to the Ministry,
the platform has been devel-

Amit Shah launches revamped FCRA portal, e-OCI card

oped to simplify compliance
while strengthening the
monitoring and enforcement
of foreign funding received
by organisations.

“At present, around 14,500
active FCRA organisations
are working across the
country. Every year, approx-
imately 15,000 to 20,000
applications and about
17,000 annual returns are

received,” a Government
statement said.
Hosted on the

Government’s MeghRaj
cloud platform, the portal
includes Aadhaar-based
authentication, e-Sign
verification, Optical
Character Recognition tech-
nology for document analy-
sis and integration with
NGO Darpan.

Union minister Nadda unveils book

Jaipur, Wednesday, 01 July 2026
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AIR MARSHAL ASHUTOSH DIXIT
TO BE NEXT VICE CHIEF OF IAF

Air Marshal Ashutosh Dixit, a senior military officer with
over 3,300 hours of flying experience, is set to be the
next Vice Chief of the Air Staff (VCAS).

He will take charge on July 1, succeeding Air Marshal
Nagesh Kapoor, an official said on Tuesday.

Air Marshal Dixit was commissioned into the fighte
stream of the Indian Air Force in December 1986. He 1s
an alumnus of National Defence Academy, Khadakwasla;
Defence Services Staff College (Bangladesh) and National
Defence College, New Delhi, the defence ministry earlier

said.

(PTI')

SATHEESAN CALLS FOR TEAMWORK
TO DRIVE KERALA'S DEVELOPMET ™

Kerala Chief Minister VD Satheesan on Tuesday said
coordinated efforts by officers of the All India Service
Secretariat and other government departments are
essential to drive the state’s development. Speaking at a
farewell function organised by the state government for
retiring Chief Secretary A Jayathilak and Additional Chief
Secretary Dr Rajan N Khobragade at the Secretariat Darbar
Hall here, the CM said retirement is not the end of life but
the beginning of a new phase. With life expectancy
increasing, people now have a longer and more

productive post-retirement life, he said. (PTI)

Ram Temple trust advances key meeting
to July 6 as leadership faces crisis

FAIR REPORT
M New Delhi

The Shri Ram Janmabhoomi
Teerth Kshetra Trust has
moved its next meeting up to
July 6, instead of July 11. All 14
members have been asked to
be available as the Trust pre-
pares to decide what
happens next for General
Secretary Champat Rai and
trustee Anil Mishra. Both have
resigned on moral grounds
after the donation embezzle-
ment controversy.

The Trust is led by 87-year-
old Mahant Nritya Gopal Das,
a respected saint from
Ayodhya’s Mani Ram Das Ki
Chavani. The Trust is under
growing pressure to restore
its credibility. Moving the
meeting earlier shows the
urgency to address the fallout
from the ongoing police
investigation into the alleged
siphoning of devotees’ offer-
ings at the Ram Temple.

Champat Rai, a longtime
RSS pracharak and VHP leader
who has played a key role in
the Ram Janmabhoomi
movement, and Anil Mishra
resigned a few days after
eight trust employees were
arrested in the case. Police
took Rai’s statement on june

29, in which he reportedly
denied any personal involve-
ment and said he acted as
soon as he learned of the
irregularities. Rai was ques-
tioned for more than three
hours. So far, no charges
have been filed against him
or other top trust leaders, but
the Ram Mandir in Ayodhya
is still under investigation
due to financial allegations.

The Trust has confirmed it
received the resignations and
has assured devotees that all
donated valuables are safe.

The July 6 meeting is
expected to address more
than just the resignations.
Sources say the Trust will
likely discuss ways to make
its finances more transparent,
possibly reorganise its struc-
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ture, and consider reforms to
prevent future problems. As
the investigation now
includes bank officials and
financial records, the Trust
needs to show strong leader-
ship to counter concerns
about weak oversight of large
donations.

Mahant Nritya Gopal Das,
who has been part of the
Ayodhya temple community
for many years, now has the
responsibility of guiding the
Trust through this difficult
time. At 87, his leadership is
symbolic, but this situation is
a real test of the organisa-
tion’s strength after decades
of struggle and public trust.

This development under-
scores a critical juncture. This
situation marks an important

turning point. The resigna-
tions and the earlier meeting
show an effort to manage
the crisis, but they also raise
bigger questions about how
religious trusts handle large
public donations.

The way the Trust handles
new appointments and
accountability on July 6 will
determine whether it can
regain devotees’ confidence
or face ongoing scrutiny that
could divert attention from
the temple’s spiritual role.
Change marks a genuine
course correction or merely
a symbolic reset.

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath has taken a
strong stance, saying that
police action following the
three-member Special
Investigation Team (SIT) report
was based on it, that faith
should be protected, and that
people should not cast doubt
on Ayodhya or Lord Ram. The
UP Government quickly filed
an FIR and arrested eight
members of staff, while the
opposition is calling for a CBI
investigation into higher-ups.

Foraninstitution so closely
tied to national sentiment,
swiftand transparentaction is
no longer optional; it is essen-
tial, said a senior official.
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Amarnath pilgrims directed to use Jammu-Srinagar National Highway only

FAIR REPORT
W Jammu

Amid heightened security
arrangements, Amarnath-
bound pilgrims have been
directed to travel only on
the Jammu-Srinagar National
Highway. As per the adviso-
ry of the UT administration,
movement of pilgrims on
alternative routes, including
the Mughal Road and Dhar
Road, will not be permitted
for Yatra traffic due to
security considerations.

As the first batch of devo-
tees is scheduled to be
flagged off from the Bhagwati
Nagar base camp on July 2,
the Jammu and Kashmir
administration on Tuesday
said that elaborate arrange-
ments, including enhanced
security and accommoda-
tion for around 55,000 pil-
grims, have been putin place

for this year’s annual
Amarnath Yatra.

Lieutenant Governor Manoj
Sinha, who is also the chair-
man of the Shri Amarnath
Shrine Board (SASB), will flag
off the first convoy at 4 am on

July 2.

Separate escorted
convoys will proceed to the
twin base camps of

Pahalgam and Baltal, from
where pilgrims will begin
their trek to the holy cave
shrine on July 3.

As of now, arrangements
have been made to accom-
modate around 55,000 pil-
grims across the Jammu
division. Comprehensive
arrangements have been
made for all pilgrims arriv-
ing in the Jammu division,
including facilities for
accommodation, food and
sanitation, so that no pilgrim
faces any inconvenience,”

Divisional Commissioner
Jammu Ramesh Kumar told
reporters.

“The Shri Amarnath |i Yatra
is an annual event. Every
year, extensive security

arrangements are made for
the pilgrimage, and this year
we are making efforts to

provide an even stronger
security cover than before,”
Inspector General of Police,
Jammu range, Bhim Sen Tuti
said during a press briefing in
Jammu on Tuesday.

He said pilgrims reaching
Lakhanpur between 6 am and
8 am would be escorted to
Jammu under security cover,
while those arriving after 8 am
would have to halt there due
to security restrictions.

“Pilgrims have been direct-
ed to travel only on the
Jammu-Srinagar National
Highway. Movement on
alternative routes, includ-
ing the Mughal Road and
Dhar Road, will not be per-
mitted for Yatra traffic in
view of security considera-
tions,” he said.

The IGP said mini-convoys
would also operate between
Udhampur and Banihal
under a fixed schedule.

“Pilgrims have been advised
to adhere to the cut-off
timings notified by the
traffic department, which
may revise the schedule
depending on weather or
road conditions,” he said.

On-the-spot registration
for pilgrims will commence
on Wednesday at the Tawi
River Frontin Jammu, where
the registration centre has
been shifted to minimise
inconvenience to city resi-
dents. Tokens have already
been distributed, and regis-
tration will be carried out
according to the daily quota
fixed by the Shrine Board,
Kumar said.

Mandatory RFID cards for
security and tracking will be
issued at designated
centres, including Jammu
Railway Station, Bhagwati
Nagar, Tawi River Front,
Udhampur Railway Station,

Chanderkote, Banihal,
Lakhanpur and Samba.
Pilgrims who have complet-
ed online registration and e-
KYC verification have been
advised to collect their RFID
cards before proceeding to
the base camp.

“Separate registration facil-
ities have been established
for sadhus at Geeta Bhawan
and Purani Mandi temple,
while general pilgrims will be
registered at the Tawi River
Front and Mahajan Sabha,”
Kumar said.

The district commissioner
appealed to pilgrims to strict-
ly follow the Shrine Board
guidelines and carry manda-
tory health certificates. Elderly
pilgrims and those suffering
from cardiac or respiratory ail-
ments have been advised to
undertake the pilgrimage
only after obtaining proper
medical clearance.
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Centre Unveils FCRA 2.0 & e-OCI Portal, Pushes Digital
overnance and Tighter Regulatory Oversight

FAIR REPORT

NEW DELHI: In a signifi-
cant step towards digitis-
ing public services and
strengthening regulatory
oversight, the Centre on
Tuesday launched the
FCRA 2.0 portal and the e-
OCI card facilities, describ-
ingthe initiative as a major
boost to the government’s
vision of “Minimum Gov-
ernment, Maximum Gov-
ernance.”

The revamped FCRA 2.0
portal is designed to sim-
plify compliance for organ-
isations receiving foreign
contributions by offering a
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faster, paperless and user-
friendly digital platform.

Officials said the upgraded work, streamline approvals
system will reduce paper-
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and improve transparency,

Three Cyber Fraud Cases Reported in Chittorgarh Within One Week

More Than 85 Lakh Cheated in the

Name of Share T

Fraudsters used
WhatsApp groups,
fake trading
platforms and APK
files to cheat people;
police started
investigation

FAIR REPORT

Chittorgarh: Three dif-
ferent cases of cyber
fraud have come to light
in Chittorgarh within one
week. Fraudsters used
different methods to trap
people and cheated them
of more than 85 lakh. In
some cases, people were
promised huge profits in
share trading and IPO in-
vestment, while in anoth-
er case money was with-
drawn through a fake
mobile app and APK file.
The first case is from
Sawa village under
Shambhupura police sta-

tion area. A 57-year-old
man, Rameshchand Suk-
wal, was cheated of 13.50
lakh by cyber criminals
who promised high re-
turns from share market
and IPO investment. In
April, he was added to a
WhatsApp group named
“405 Dalal Street Expert
Forum”. Members of the
group claimed to give 30
to 50 percent profit from
investments. Later, they
made him open an ac-
count on a fake trading

. !

platform and deposited
13.50 lakh in different in-
stallments. The platform
showed his balance in-
creasing up to around
1.10 crore, but when he
tried to withdraw money,
new conditions were
placed. Later, he found
the entire platform was
fake. The second case is
from Pahuna village of
Rashmi area. Gopal Lal
Sharma saw a share trad-
ing advertisement on You-
Tube and was added to a

rig and Fake Apps

WhatsApp group by
fraudsters. They made
him download a fake trad-
ing app by pretending to
be employees of ITFL Cap-
ital Services. He deposit-
ed a total of 71.97 lakh
from his, his wife’s and
his father’s bank ac-
counts. The app showed
fake profits of more than
26 lakh, but the money
could not be withdrawn
and the app later stopped
working. The third case is
from Sindhi Colony,
Pratap Nagar, where Mo-
hit Lohani lost 74,496 af-
ter clicking on a fake app
link. The money was
withdrawn from his bank
account through the APK
file. Police have regis-
tered cases in all three
matters and started inves-
tigation to trace the cyber
fraud network.

enabling organisations to
complete regulatory pro-

Jaipur, Wednesday, 01 July 2026
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cesses more efficiently.
Beyond enhancing ease

of compliance, the new
platform is expected to
strengthen the govern-
ment’s ability to monitor
and regulate the flow of
foreign funds. By leverag-
ing digital tools and real-
time oversight, authori-
ties aim to ensure greater
accountability while safe-
guarding national inter-
ests against potential mis-
use of foreign contribu-
tions.

The launch also intro-
duced e-OCI card facili-
ties, further expanding
the government’s digital
service ecosystem for

Overseas Citizens of In-
dia. The initiative is ex-
pected to make OCI-relat-
ed services more accessi-
ble, efficient and conveni-
ent for applicants through
an enhanced online inter-
face. The twin digital ini-
tiatives underscore the
Centre’s broader push to
modernise governance
through technology, com-

bining  citizen-centric
service delivery with
stronger regulatory

mechanisms in sensitive
sectors such as foreign
funding and overseas citi-
Zen services.

‘If It Were a Muslim, There'd Be an Encounter by Now’

Owaisi’s Explosive Remark on Ram Mandir
Donation Case Sparks Political Firestorm

FAIR REPORT

LUCKNOW: AIMIM chief
and Hyderabad MP Asa-
duddin Owaisi has ignited
a fresh political controver-
sy after alleging that the
accused in the Ram Man-
dir donation embezzle-
ment case are being treat-
ed differently because they
are not Muslims.
Addressing a public
rally in Uttar Pradesh’s Bi-
jnor, Owaisi took a sharp
swipe at the state govern-
ment, claiming that had a
Muslim been among the
accused, “there would have
been an encounter and his
house would have been
bulldozed by now.” He fur-
ther remarked that if there
had been a Muslim in the
temple trust, “the case
would have been closed af-
ter an encounter and bull-

Auto Driver Caught After Keeping Jewellery Worth 50 Lakh
Left Behind in Auto, Nathdwara Police Recover Entire Loot

CCTV Footage and
Police Investigation
Led to Recovery of
Diamond and Gold
Jewellery, Driver
Arrested

FAIR REPORT

Rajsamand: Trust and
honesty became the biggest
challenge in a case where
jewellery worth around 50
lakh was left behind in an
auto. Nathdwara Police
acted quickly, traced the
auto driver through CCTV
footage and recovered the
entire jewellery bag, includ-
ing diamond and gold orna-

ments. The accused auto
driver has been arrested.
Accordingto police, Govind
(66), a resident of Ujjain,
Madhya Pradesh, had come
to Nathdwara with his wife
Bindu, daughter, son-in-law
and nephew to attend a wed-
ding. After reaching Nath-
dwara, the family stayed at
a hotel and visited Shri-
nathji Temple. After dar-
shan, they hired an auto to
return to the hotel. During
the journey, his wife’s purse
containing valuable jewel-
lery was accidentally left
inside the auto. The purse
contained around 27 to 30

tola of diamond and gold
jewellery, a watch and im-
portant documents. The to-
tal value of the jewellery
was estimated to be around
50 lakh. After receiving in-
formation about the inci-

dent, Nathdwara Police
started investigating the
matter and checked CCTV
footage from nearby areas.

During the investigation,
the auto driver was identi-
fied as Dharmendra Yadav,
aresident of Yadav Mohal-
la. Police detained him and
started questioning. Initial-
1y, he denied knowing any-
thing about the incident,
but after CCTV evidence
and detailed interrogation,
he admitted that he had

kept the jewellery bag with
him. Police arrested the ac-
cused and recovered dia-
mond bangles, a diamond-
studded necklace and ear-
rings, gold bangles, gold
pendant, a watch and 7,000
cash from his possession.
The recovered jewellery is
worth approximately 50
lakh. The quick action and
investigation by Nathdwara
Police helped recover the
entire valuable property
and brought relief to the
family. Constable Om-
prakash played an impor-
tant role in the successful
operation.

SC Declines CBI Probe Plea in Bhojpur Encounter
Case, Asks Petitioner to Move Patna High Court

FAIR REPORT

NEW DELHI: The Su-
preme Court on Tuesday
declined to entertain a plea
seeking a court-monitored
CBI investigation into the
controversial police killing
of Bhojpur-based social
media activist Bharat
Bhushan Tiwari, directing
the petitioner to instead ap-
proach the Patna High
Court.

A Bench of Justices
M.M. Sundresh and Sheel
Nagu granted liberty to the
petitioner, advocate Vishal
Tiwari, to move the High
Court, observing that High
Courts are better placed to
monitor such matters. “We
will not entertain. Will

grant liberty to approach
HC. It’s better to go to HCs,
because they are monitor-
ing better,” the Bench re-
marked during the hear-
ing.

The case has sparked
widespread debate in Bi-
har following the June 17

police encounter in which
the 28-year-old activist was
killed. Tiwari, who had a
substantial social media
following, had reportedly
been described by Bhojpur
Police a day earlier as
“mentally unstable,” with
officials claiming they

were attempting to take
him into protective custody
for medical treatment.

According to the peti-
tion, Tiwari had gone live
on Facebook shortly be-
fore the encounter, ex-
pressing his willingness to
surrender if certain condi-
tions were met. Police,
however, maintain that he
opened fire on officers dur-
ing the operation, forcing
them to retaliate. They
said Tiwari sustained a
gunshot injury to his leg
and later died while being
taken to Patna Medical
College Hospital.

His family has strongly
disputed the police ver-
sion, alleging that the en-
counter was staged and

asserting that Tiwari had
no criminal record or
pending FIRs. The petition
sought registration of an
FIR against the police per-
sonnel involved, constitu-
tion of an independent
expert committee headed
by a retired Supreme
Court judge, and a court-
monitored CBI investiga-
tion into the incident.

With the Supreme Court
declining to intervene at
this stage, the legal battle
is now expected to contin-
ue before the Patna High
Court, where questions
surrounding the circum-
stances of the encounter
and demands for an inde-
pendent probe are likely to
be examined.
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dozing his house,” alleging
selective use of state pow-
er. The remarks drew an
immediate political back-
lash from leaders of the
BJP-led Uttar Pradesh gov-
ernment. Panchayati Raj
Minister Om Prakash Ra-
jbhar challenged Owaisi to
identify a single innocent
person allegedly killed in a
police encounter, while
Minister Narendra Kashy-
ap accused the AIMIM
leader of pursuing divisive
appeasement politics rath-

Chittorgarh Police
Caught MDMA
Smuggler, 1 Kg 8
Gram Molly Powder
Recovered

Carrying drug consignment
from Mandsaur to Bhilwara,
accused arrested by
Kotwali Police
Chittorgarh: Under the spe-
cial campaign Operation Tri-
netra against illegal drug
trafficking, Kotwali Chittor-
garh Police took major action
and arrested a youth. Police
recovered 1 kg 8 grams of il-
legal MDMA (Molly Powder)
from the accused. During ini-
tial questioning, the accused
said that he was taking the
drug from Mandsaur to
Bhilwara. District Superin-
tendent of Police Dharmen-
dra Singh said that the action
was taken under the direc-
tion of Inspector General of
Police Udaipur Range
Gaurav Srivastava. The po-
lice team acted on the in-
structions of Additional Su-
perintendent of  Police
Mukul Sharma and DSP
Brijesh Singh. According to
police, on June 30 at around 1
AM, ateamled by Sub Inspec-
tor Shyamlal was patrolling
the area. During this time, a
young man carryingabagon
his back was seen near Inani
Residency on Bhilwara Road.
On suspicion, police stopped
and searched him. During
the search, four separate
plastic packets containing 1
kg 8 grams of illegal MDMA
(Molly Powder) were found
in his bag. Police seized the
drug and arrested the ac-
cused Piyush Solanki (20),
resident of Hadji Ka Pipliya,
Ratnajna police station area,
Pratapgarh district.

er than contributing to
governance or develop-
ment.

Religious leaders also
criticised the statement.
Ayodhya seer Jagadguru
Paramhans Acharya dis-
missed Owaisi’s comments
as baseless, arguing that a
Muslim could not serve as
atrustee of a Hindu temple
because idol worship is
prohibited in Islam.

However, Owaisi’s re-
marks found support from
Maulana Sajid Rashidi,
president of the All India
Imam Association, who
echoed the allegation that
had the accused belonged
to the Muslim community;,
they would have faced far
swifter and harsher ac-
tion, including demolition
of property and a police
encounter. The controver-
sy unfolds against the

backdrop of the ongoing
Ram Mandir donation em-
bezzlement investigation.
An FIR has been regis-
tered against eight ac-
cused after a Special In-
vestigation Team (SIT)
reportedly uncovered evi-
dence of alleged financial
irregularities and proce-
dural violations in the
handling of donations
linked to the Ayodhya tem-

ple.
The exchange has once
again thrust Uttar

Pradesh’s encounter poli-
cy and bulldozer actions
into the centre of political
debate, with opposition
leaders alleging selective
enforcement of the law,
while the ruling establish-
ment maintains that ac-
tion is taken solely on the
basis of evidence and le-
gal procedure.

Police Department’s
Unused Vehicles Auctioned,
¥8.71 Lakh Revenue Added

t Government Fund

15 old vehicles
disposed of on “as is
where is”’ basis,
auction conducted
through transparent
process

FAIR REPORT

Chittorgarh- A public
auction of unused vehi-
cles of the Police Depart-
ment was held on Tues-
day at the Reserve Police
Line premises. A total of
15 old vehicles, which
were out of use for along
time, were auctioned as
per the rules and condi-
tions on an “as is where
is” basis. The auction
generated a revenue of
8,71,700 for the Police De-
partment. District Super-
intendent of Police Dhar-
mendra Singh said that
the auction process was
completed in a transpar-
ent and proper manner in
the presence of the com-
mittee. Only GST regis-

tered firms and eligible
bidders were allowed to
participate. The bidding
was conducted competi-
tively, and the vehicles
were allotted to the high-
est bidders as per the
rules. The auction includ-
ed 15 old police vehicles,
including 6 Boleros, 4
Jeeps, 1 Tavera, and 4 mo-
torcycles. These vehicles
had become unusable af-
ter long departmental use
and were removed
through the official pro-
cess. Additional District
Collector Ramchandra,
Additional Superinten-
dent of Police (Headquar-
ters) Mukul Sharma,
committee members, po-
lice officers, and employ-
ees were present during
the auction. Officials said
that such actions help in
the proper disposal of old
resources and also pro-
vide additional revenue
to the department.
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