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Rajasthan Accelerates SVANidhi Push as Chief 
Secretary Leads Review, Signals Tech-Driven Expansion

FAIR REPORT 
HEMRAJ TIKAMCHAND

JAIPUR: In a strategically 
significant administrative 
push, Chief  Secretary Srin-
iwas took the lead in initi-
ating a high-level review of  
the PM SVANidhi, under-
scoring the state govern-
ment’s renewed focus on 
urban financial inclusion 
and digital empowerment 
of  street vendors.

The review, held on 1 
July 2026, placed emphasis 
on strengthening imple-
mentation architecture, 
improving last-mile bank-
ing delivery, and accelerat-

ing the transition of  bene-
ficiaries into a fully digit-
ised credit ecosystem. Of-
ficials noted that the initia-
tive is being positioned as 

a core pillar of  Rajasthan’s 
broader urban transforma-
tion strategy.

During the delibera-
tions, Parimita Mishra pre-

sented a detailed assess-
ment of  scheme perfor-
mance across urban cen-
tres, highlighting improve-
ments in credit access but 
also identifying scope for 
deeper fintech integration 
and faster onboarding pro-
cesses.

Under the Chief  Secre-
tary’s direction, discus-
sions focused on scaling 
AI-based credit evaluation 
models, expanding UPI-
linked lending frame-
works, and integrating 
vendors into digital com-
merce platforms. The ap-
proach signals a shift from 
subsidy-led support to da-

ta-driven financial enable-
ment.

Officials further indi-
cated potential conver-
gence of  SVANidhi with 
skilling, insurance, and 
micro-enterprise develop-
ment programmes to build 
a unified urban livelihood 
ecosystem.

The review concluded 
with a clear administrative 
signal: Rajasthan intends 
to position SVANidhi not 
just as a welfare scheme, 
but as a scalable model for 
tech-enabled urban eco-
nomic formalisation 
aligned with national digi-
tal growth priorities.

Rajasthan Pushes Digital Leap, CM 
Bhajanlal Sharma Bets Big on AI, Data 
Centres and Innovation Ecosystem

FAIR REPORT

JAIPUR: In a strong push 
towards the long-term de-
velopment roadmap “Vik-
sit Bharat–Viksit Ra-
jasthan 2047,” Chief  Minis-
ter Bhajanlal Sharma held 
a high-level round table 
interaction with industry 
representatives following 
the 29th National e-Govern-
ance Conference.

The discussion centred 
on accelerating Ra-
jasthan’s transition into a 
digitally empowered econ-
omy, with a clear focus on 
strengthening core pillars 
such as digital infrastruc-

ture, artificial intelli-
gence, data centres and a 
robust startup ecosystem.

Industry leaders and 
domain experts shared in-

puts on emerging technol-
ogies including AI, cloud 
computing, quantum com-
puting and semiconduc-
tors, highlighting oppor-

tunities for positioning 
Rajasthan as a competi-
tive technology and inno-
vation hub in India’s next 
growth phase.

Officials indicated that 
the state government is 
increasingly looking at 
public–private collabora-
tion models to fast-track 
investment in high-tech 
infrastructure and inno-
vation-driven enterprises. 
The emphasis, according 
to participants, was on 
building scalable digital 
systems that can support 
governance efficiency as 
well as private sector ex-
pansion.

The round table also re-
flected a broader policy 
direction aimed at align-
ing state-level planning 
with India’s national digi-
tal ambitions, particularly 
in areas of  data-led gov-
ernance and deep-tech 
manufacturing ecosys-
tems.

As Rajasthan positions 
itself  within the national 
digital growth narrative, 
the deliberations are ex-
pected to feed into upcom-
ing policy frameworks fo-
cused on investment fa-
cilitation, talent develop-
ment and technology 
adoption across sectors.

Bike Entry by Robotic Surgeon at 
Fortis Hospital Goes Viral, Sparks 

Debate on Professionalism
FAIR REPORT

Mohali: A viral video 
showing renowned ro-
botic gynecological sur-
geon Dr. Swapna 
Mishra making a mo-
torcycle entry inside 
Fortis Hospital, Moha-
li, during the hospital’s 
Silver Jubilee celebra-
tions has ignited a live-
ly debate over profes-
sional conduct in 
healthcare settings. 
The video captures Dr. 
Mishra riding a motor-
cycle through a hospital 
corridor as the popular 
Bollywood track 
“Dhoom Machale” plays 
in the background. The 
dramatic entrance, part 
of  an internal celebra-
tion, quickly spread 

across social media, 
drawing thousands of  
reactions. Supporters 
praised the event as a 
refreshing display of  ca-
maraderie and celebra-
tion, arguing that doc-
tors, who often work 
under immense pres-
sure, should be free to 
enjoy special occasions. 
Many described the mo-
ment as a morale-boost-
ing gesture that reflect-
ed the human side of  
medical professionals. 
However, critics ques-
tioned whether riding a 
motorized vehicle inside 
a hospital was appropri-
ate, even during a pri-
vate event. They raised 
concerns about main-
taining the decorum ex-
pected in healthcare in-

stitutions, as well as po-
tential safety and hy-
giene considerations 
associated with such 
displays. There is no 
public indication that 
the incident disrupted 
patient care or violated 
any officially confirmed 
hospital protocols. Nev-
ertheless, the viral clip 
has prompted broader 
discussions about where 
institutions should 
draw the line between 
employee engagement 
and maintaining the 
professional image ex-
pected of  healthcare fa-
cilities. As the debate 
continues online, the 
incident has become one 
of  the most talked-about 
hospital celebration vid-
eos in recent days.

Allahabad HC Cracks Down 
on Gautam Buddh Nagar DM, 
Issues Bailable Warrant Over 

Alleged Non-Compliance

FAIR REPORT

Noida: In a stern assertion 
of  judicial authority, the 
Allahabad High Court on 
Wednesday issued a baila-
ble warrant against the 
District Magistrate of  Gau-
tam Buddh Nagar, direct-
ing the officer to appear in 
person before the court af-
ter taking serious note of  
the alleged non-compliance 
with its earlier orders.

During the hearing, the 
Bench expressed strong 
dissatisfaction over the ad-
ministration’s failure to 
act in accordance with ju-
dicial directions. Observ-
ing that court orders can-
not be ignored with impu-
nity, the judges directed the 
District Magistrate to per-
sonally explain the circum-
stances that led to the al-
leged lapse.

The court also issued a 
show-cause notice, asking 
the officer to clarify why 
criminal contempt pro-
ceedings should not be 
initiated for the reported 
failure to comply with its 

directives. The matter has 
been listed for further 
hearing, with the officer’s 
personal appearance con-
sidered essential.

The development 
marks a significant mo-
ment in the continuing 
emphasis on accountabil-
ity of  public officials be-
fore constitutional courts. 
Legal observers noted 
that while courts gener-
ally exercise restraint in 
initiating coercive meas-
ures against senior bu-
reaucrats, such action 
may be taken when judi-
cial orders are perceived 
to have been repeatedly 
disregarded.

The case has drawn at-
tention within adminis-
trative and legal circles, 
with officials closely 
watching the proceedings. 
The outcome of  the hear-
ing is expected to have 
wider implications for ad-
ministrative accountabil-
ity and the obligation of  
government authorities to 
ensure timely compliance 
with judicial directions.

Japan’s PM Sanae Takaichi Visits India 
for Landmark Summit with PM Modi

FAIR REPORT

NEW DELHI: In a land-
mark moment for Asian 
diplomacy, Japanese 
Prime Minister Sanae 
Takaichi arrived in New 
Delhi on a three-day state 
visit to hold bilateral talks 
with Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi, underscoring 
the growing importance 
of  the India-Japan part-
nership in an evolving In-
do-Pacific landscape.

The visit, portrayed as 
Takaichi’s first official 
trip to India after assum-
ing office, focuses on 
strengthening the two na-
tions’ Special Strategic 
and Global Partnership 
through enhanced coop-
eration in defence, tech-

nology, semiconductors, 
resilient supply chains, 
clean energy and mari-
time security.

Officials from both 
sides are expected to dis-
cuss expanding invest-
ment flows, accelerating 
infrastructure projects, 
deepening digital collabo-

ration and reinforcing a 
shared commitment to a 
free, open and rules-based 
Indo-Pacific. A high-level 
Japanese business delega-
tion, including represent-
atives from leading auto-
motive and technology 
companies, is also partici-
pating in discussions 

aimed at boosting indus-
trial cooperation.

Observers describe the 
summit as a continuation 
of  the close ties cultivated 
during the tenure of  for-
mer Japanese Prime Min-
ister Shinzo Abe, whose 
vision helped elevate bi-
lateral relations to a stra-
tegic partnership.

While several agree-
ments are expected to 
emerge from the talks, the 
visit also carries broader 
geopolitical significance, 
signalling the resolve of  
Asia’s two leading democ-
racies to enhance econom-
ic resilience, regional sta-
bility and long-term stra-
tegic cooperation amid an 
increasingly complex 
global environment.

‘Appease Claude’: Viral Post 
Claiming Boss Treated AI Like ‘God’ 

Sparks Debate Over Workplace 
Dependence on Chatbots

FAIR REPORT

Mumbai: A viral social 
media post alleging that a 
corporate manager devel-
oped an unhealthy de-
pendence on an artificial 
intelligence chatbot has 
ignited a wider debate 
about the growing influ-
ence of  generative AI in 
workplace decision-mak-
ing. According to the 
anonymous employee’s 
account, the manager al-
legedly began treating 
Claude, the AI assistant 
developed by Anthropic, 
as an unquestionable au-
thority, instructing staff  
to “appease Claude” by 
aligning business strate-
gies and performance tar-
gets with the chatbot’s 
recommendations.

The employee claimed 
that tensions escalated 
when workers pointed 
out that AI-generated 
projections did not accu-
rately reflect customer 
behaviour or market re-
alities. Rather than revis-
ing expectations, the 
manager allegedly dis-
missed employee con-
cerns and insisted that 
the chatbot’s analysis 
was beyond question.

The post further al-

leged that product up-
dates were delayed and 
marketing decisions 
stalled because proposed 
ideas were repeatedly re-
jected for not meeting the 
AI’s recommendations. 
“I’m watching him get 
deeper into the hole... it’s 
depressing,” the employ-
ee wrote.

The claims have not 
been independently veri-
fied, and neither the iden-
tity of  the employer nor 
the manager has been 
made public.

The viral account has 
nevertheless fuelled dis-
cussion among technolo-
gy professionals and 
management experts 
about the risks of  over-
relying on AI tools. While 
chatbots are increasingly 
used to support research, 
planning and productivi-
ty, experts caution that 
they are designed to as-
sist human judgment—
not replace it.

The episode serves as a 
reminder that effective 
AI adoption requires crit-
ical thinking, human 
oversight and accounta-
bility, particularly when 
business decisions direct-
ly affect employees and 
customers.

Cabinet Buzz Intensifies as JD(U) MLA Pushes 
for Deputy PM Role for Nitish Kumar

FAIR REPORT

PATNA: Amid mounting 
speculation over a possi-
ble Union Cabinet re-
shuffle, a Janata Dal 
(United) MLA has 
sparked fresh political 
debate by publicly urging 
the Centre to elevate vet-
eran leader Nitish Ku-
mar to the post of  Deputy 
Prime Minister.

JD(U) legislator Pan-
kaj Mishra argued that 
Kumar’s extensive ad-
ministrative and parlia-
mentary experience mer-
its a position beyond a 
conventional Cabinet 
berth. Citing nearly two 
decades as Bihar’s Chief  

Minister and his tenure 
as a Union Minister han-
dling key portfolios, 
Mishra described the 
Deputy Prime Minister’s 
office as the “most appro-
priate honour” for one of  
the NDA’s senior-most 
leaders. The demand 
comes at a politically 
sensitive moment, with 
reports of  a Cabinet ex-
pansion fuelling intense 
speculation over the rul-
ing coalition’s power-
sharing formula. Adding 
an unexpected dimen-
sion, leaders from the 
Rashtriya Janata Dal> 
have also indicated that 
Kumar holding a promi-

nent position at the Cen-
tre would be a matter of  
pride for Bihar, despite 
long-standing political 
rivalry. Although the 
JD(U) leadership has not 
officially endorsed the 
proposal, political ob-
servers see the statement 
as a strategic signal 
ahead of  any Cabinet re-
configuration. Whether 
the NDA leadership 
chooses to accommodate 
the demand remains un-
certain, but the call has 
undoubtedly intensified 
the political conversa-
tion surrounding the 
Centre’s next round of  
appointments.

GST Collections Hit ₹1.95 Lakh Crore in June, Rekindling 
Political Debate Over India’s Economic Trajectory
FAIR REPORT

NEW DELHI: India’s 
Goods and Services Tax 
(GST) collections 
climbed to ₹1,94,812 
crore in June 2026, 
marking a 13.9% year-
on-year increase, ac-
cording to official data. 
The robust revenue 
performance has reig-
nited the political de-
bate over the health of  
the Indian economy, 
with the ruling alliance 
pointing to the figures 

as evidence of  sus-
tained economic mo-
mentum. The latest 
numbers come against 
the backdrop of  repeat-
ed criticism from Ra-
hul Gandhi, who has 
argued that the GST 
regime has hurt busi-
nesses, particularly 
small and medium en-
terprises, and weak-
ened economic growth.

Supporters of  the 
government contend 
that the latest collec-
tions reflect expanding 

economic activity, im-
proved tax compliance, 
and greater efficiency 
in the GST framework. 
They argue that the 
steady rise in indirect 
tax revenues challeng-
es claims that the tax 
system has under-
mined the economy.

However, economists 
note that while strong 
GST receipts are gener-
ally viewed as a posi-
tive indicator of  con-
sumption, compliance 
and formalisation, they 

do not, by themselves, 
provide a complete pic-
ture of  economic well-
being. Broader indica-
tors—including em-
ployment, investment, 
inflation, wages and 
household consump-
tion—also shape as-
sessments of  economic 
performance.

The latest figures are 
likely to add fresh mo-
mentum to an already 
intense political con-
test over India’s eco-
nomic record.
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Heavy rains battered Thane and Palghar districts and the
Mumbai Metropolitan Region (MMR) on Wednesday,
triggering widespread flooding in several low-lying areas,
leaving citizens stranded in various pockets as stormwater
drains overflowed.Authorities have declared a red alert,
predicting extremely heavy rainfall in Palghar district in the
next 24 hours. The Palghar district administration has
declared a holiday for schools and colleges in the district for
Thursday, officials said. According to officials, very heavy
rains are likely in Thane district in the next three days.
The downpour since late Tuesday night caused severe
waterlogging across several residential belts. In Ulhasnagar
township in Thane district, floodwaters seeped into
residential quarters, leaving a 70-year-old woman stranded
inside her home in the Jijamata locality for hours before
being rescued by fire brigade personnel. Videos of the
elderly woman being safely carried through knee-deep
water by rescuers have gone viral on social media.

States Focus

HEAVY RAINS PUMMEL MUMBAI
METROPOLITAN REGION

Gujarat Chief Minister Bhupendra Patel on Wednesday
launched the Namo Swachhta and Amrutpan campaigns,
aimed at spreading awareness about cleanliness and early
child nutrition. He called upon citizens to make cleanliness
a shared commitment and a natural habit, according to a
release. Under the Namo Swachhta Abhiyan, from July 1 to
July 7, hospitals and healthcare institutions across the state
will remove obsolete furniture, outdated medical
equipment, and unnecessary documents, and thoroughly
clean their premises, Patel said. The Amrutpan Abhiyan is a
grassroots community healthcare initiative focused on
early child nutrition, maternal health, and lactation
support.

GUJARAT CM LAUNCHES NAMO
CLEANLINESS CAMPAIGN

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
n Mumbai

The State Government on
Wednesday introduced the
Maharashtra Women
Farmers Empowerment Bill,
2026, to provide recognition
to the women involved in
farming and allied activities
irrespective of whether they
own land so that they get
access to various welfare
schemes.

Introduced by agriculture
minister Dattatray Bharne

in the legislative assembly, it
provides for the creation of
a database of women
farmers and a state fund for
them, among other things.  

The bill seeks to accord
legal recognition to women
engaged in agriculture and
allied activities as farmers,
irrespective of land owner-
ship, enabling them to access
government welfare
schemes, institutional credit,
subsidies and agricultural
extension services.

It aims to address the

long-standing exclusion of
women working in agricul-
ture, particularly landless
cultivators and those
engaged in  sectors such as
dairy, fisheries, poultry,
animal husbandry, sericul-
ture, apiculture and collec-
tion of minor forest produce. 

“The systemic non-recog-
nition of women  farmers
and their agricultural labour
is significant  and leads to
other forms of exclusion
and discrimination,”  
Bharne said.

SAUGAR SENGUPTA n Kolkata

The BJP's flagship social secu-
rity scheme, Annapurna
Yojana, which outsmarted
former Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee's patent
Laxmir Bhandar, sucking a
majority of women's votes
into the saffron wallet and
catapulting her successor
Suvendu Adhikari to power,
has reached 1.1 crore benefi-
ciaries well within 60 days of
the BJP coming to power.

Chief Minister Adhikari
announced this at a grand
programme at Netaji Indoor
Stadium, saying his
Government had worked
hard not only to fulfil the
party's electoral promise but
also to silence the sceptics
about the practicability of
such a humongous scheme
requiring funds and an effec-
tive filter to sieve out ineligi-
ble claimants.

The f irst  tranche of
Annapurna Yojana, which
ensures a `3,000 monthly
benefit to the deserving
women, had been trans-
ferred, the Chief Minister
said, adding about 26 lakh
applications had been turned
down on account of suspect

citizenship or domicile
status, he said. There had
been 1.6 crore applications,
the Chief Minister said,
adding, “Twenty-six lakh of
such applications under the
Annapurna Yojna have been
rejected because scrutiny is
required.”

The earl ier  TMC
Government had implement-
ed the Laxmir Bhandar
scheme, initially transferring
`1,000 to women and later
increasing it to `1,500 before
the April-May State elections. 

The scheme covered more
than 2 crore beneficiaries, a
large number of whom com-

prised either foreign nation-
als or male recipients. Only
the eligible Indian citizens
will receive the fund through
the direct benefit transfer
scheme (DBT), and no non-
Indian will get it, the Chief
Minister said, adding, “We
cannot transfer taxpayers'
money from the govern-
ment coffers to non-Indians.”

Already hundreds of males,
mostly close to the
Trinamool Congress, who
were receiving Laxmir
Bhandar — a scheme target-
ing women only — have been
identified and de-notified by
the present Government. 

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
n Dhuri

Punjab Chief  Minister
Bhagwant Mann on
Wednesday rolled out his
government’s monthly finan-
cial assistance scheme for
women — ‘Mawan Dhiyan
Satkar Yojna’, stating that
AAP fulfilled its final poll
“guarantee” made ahead of
the 2022 Assembly elections.

Under the scheme, women
from the general category
will  receive `1,000 per
month, while those belong-
ing to the Scheduled Castes
will  receive `1 ,500.
Addressing a gathering of
women, Mann described the
day as “historic” and said the
state government rolled out
this “landmark” initiative
under which more than 40
lakh women have already
been registered.

“The ‘Satkar Raashi’ has
started from July and it will
pave the way for women
empowerment. This is an
ambitious scheme and we
have launched it with com-
plete planning to ensure that
it continues permanently,”
he said. Some women at the
gathering said they received
messages about money

being credited to their bank
accounts. 

Mann said beneficiaries
above the age of 18 would
receive messages regarding
the financial assistance. 

“The funds will be directly
transferred to bank accounts
and women who are already
receiving social security pen-
sions will also be eligible
under the scheme. Around 97
per cent of women in Punjab
are expected to benefit and
the state government has
earmarked `9,300 crore in
the budget for this purpose,”
he said.

Taking on the rival parties,
Mann slammed the opposi-
tion for “always targeting” his
government over this scheme
and said now their mouths
will be shut following the
implementation of ‘Mawan
Dhiyan Satkar Yojna’.

Mann said although the
financial assistance may not
make women rich, it would
certainly provide them with
dignity and self-respect.

“Women deserve the
highest respect because they
are the source of life itself.
The blessings of our mothers
and sisters can help us over-

come every challenge in the
world.  Strengthening
women’s financial autonomy
is essential for improving
household welfare, promot-
ing gender equity and
enhancing women’s partici-
pation in social and eco-
nomic decision-making,” 
he said.

He assured beneficiaries
that the scheme will never
stop because it is an act of
trust reposed in the people.

“Mobile phones of women
will start beeping with noti-
fications, ushering in a new
era of prosperity where
women live with dignity and
pride,” he stated.

Tax collected from the
people belongs to them and
the government is spending
it  judiciously for  their
welfare, he said.

“People’s money is coming
back to the people through
development, schools, hospi-
tals and roads. The state gov-
ernment is working only for
the people,” he said.

The first instalment of
`4,500 for the Scheduled
Castes and `3,000 for the
general category women
was transferred to the bank
accounts of beneficiaries on
Wednesday.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
n Punnapuvaripalem

Andhra Pradesh Chief
Minister N Chandrababu
Naidu on Wednesday said
his government has dis-
bursed more than `68,000
crore as welfare pensions
since assuming office.

Addressing a public
meeting at
Punnapuvaripalem village in
Nellore district, the Chief
Minister said the TDP-led gov-
ernment is disbursing `2,712
crore to 62.2 lakh people
every month as pensions.

“The people’s government
has disbursed `68,598 crore
as pensions until now. Every
month, `2,712 crore is being
disbursed to 62.2 lakh people
as pensions,” said the CM.

Highlighting the
Government’s performance

over the past two years,
Naidu said his administra-
tion has rebuilt the state
and restored the systems
that  were al legedly  
weakened by previous
Government.

Noting that the state gov-
ernment has been able to
deliver welfare and develop-
ment schemes with the help
of the Centre, he expressed

confidence that Nellore dis-
trict will emerge as India’s
top district in terms of devel-
opment and wealth creation.

He said BPCL is setting up
a refinery with `1 lakh crore
near Ramayyapatnam,
among other investments.

Naidu added that Nellore
would become a logistics
hub through the expansion
of state highways, national

highways, railway infrastruc-
ture and port connectivity.

Stressing the govern-
ment’s focus on irrigation,
the CM said a calendar has
been released to complete
36 projects.

Until now, `24,000 crore
has been spent on irrigation
projects, said Naidu, promis-
ing to complete Veligonda
project crucial to Nellore dis-
trict for providing it with
water, among other projects.

Referring to the El Nino
effect, he said rainfall has
subsided, impacting rivers.
But, the CM said reservoirs
currently hold 65 percent of
their capacity due to last
year’s rainfall in Krishna and
Godavari rivers.

Naidu said the govern-
ment is contemplating inter-
linking rivers, underscoring
that linking Godavari and

Kaveri  r ivers  wil l  help
provide water to down-
stream states.

On rising fuel prices amid
the West Asia conflict, Naidu
advocated the use of ethanol
as alternative to fuel and
called on farmers to cultivate
crops such as corn, which
can support ethanol pro-
duction.

Naidu announced that the
foundation for Rayalaseema
steel plant will be laid in
Kadapa tomorrow and that
steel production will start 
by 2028.

Claiming that the previous
YSRCP government had
driven industries out of the
state, Naidu said the govern-
ment prevented Hero Motors
from moving to Karnataka
and is working towards
manufacturing motorcycles
in Andhra Pradesh.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
n Jaipur

Rajasthan Chief Minister
Bhajanlal  Sharma on
Wednesday said digital gov-
ernance has made adminis-
tration more effective, trans-
parent, accountable and
citizen-centric, asserting that
technology should serve as
a tool for social inclusion and
public welfare.

Addressing the inaugural
session of the 29th National
e-Governance Conference
at the Rajasthan
International Centre, Sharma
said the benefits of digital
governance must reach the
last individual in society and
no citizen should remain
deprived of development.

Highlighting the Centre’s

initiatives, he said Prime
Minister Narendra Modi has
ensured direct transfer of
benefits to beneficiaries
through Direct Benefit
Transfer (DBT), eliminating
the role of middlemen with
the help of Jan Dhan,
Aadhaar and mobile 
connectivity.

“The aim is to make gov-
ernance simple, effective
and affordable. Platforms
like UPI have revolutionised
digital transactions, while
technologies such as artifi-
cial intelligence, data analyt-
ics and cyber security are
strengthening governance
systems,” Sharma said.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
n Belagavi (Karnataka)

Karnataka Deputy Chief
Minister G Parameshwara
on Wednesday said the state
government has prepared
an action plan to tackle a
possible drought due to defi-
cient rainfall and earmarked
`5 crore for each district to
ensure an adequate supply
of drinking water.

Warning that the situa-
tion could become “precar-
ious” if rainfall remains defi-
cient in July, he said almost
all reservoirs in the state

have reached dead storage
due to poor rainfall. “We
hope there will be good rain-
fall sometime in July,” he
added.

Parameshwara, who also
holds the Revenue portfolio,
chaired a review meeting
with deputy commissioners,
zilla panchayat chief executive
officers and assistant commis-
sioners of the seven districts
in the Belagavi division.

“An action plan has
already been prepared at
the state level and will be
implemented by the deputy
commissioners. An alloca-

tion of Rs 5 crore has been
earmarked for each district
to ensure drinking water
supply,” he said.

Speaking to reporters after

the meeting, he said a sepa-
rate action plan would be
prepared for other works
and projects, if required.

Noting that the govern-
ment had reviewed issues
affecting the Belagavi region,
particularly those arising
from below-normal rainfall
this year, the deputy CM said
necessary steps would be
taken to address drinking
water shortages and crop
losses.

He said drought-like con-
ditions were emerging in
Belagavi district, increasing
the likelihood of a drinking

water crisis. 
Rainfall during June in the

seven districts of the Belagavi
division was below normal,
resulting in a decline in reser-
voir and groundwater levels,
he added.

“If sufficient rainfall does
not occur in the coming
days, the situation could
become one we have never
faced before. The govern-
ment has discussed precau-
tionary measures, prepared
an action plan and issued
directions to ensure an ade-
quate supply of drinking
water,” he said.

First Annapurna Yojana funds credited
to 1.1 crore women: CM Suvendu

Karnataka drought action plan prepared: Dy CM Parameshwara

Women Farmers Empowerment Bill introduced in Maharashtra 

Govt disbursed over `68,000 cr as welfare pensions: CM Naidu

Punjab launches financial aid scheme for women

CChhaannddiiggaarrhh::  Punjab BJP
president Kewal Singh
Dhillon on Wednesday
accused the Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) government of
rolling out the financial
assistance scheme for
women now for political
mileage, even though it was
a poll promise made years
ago. Dhillon alleged that the
government had not
released any money to
eligible women for over
four-and-a-half years and
was now announcing
payments with an eye on
the elections due next year. 

He claimed eligible
women should have
received between Rs
60,000 and Rs 90,000 over
the five-year term, but the
government was releasing
only a limited amount. 

The BJP leader alleged
that the government had
earlier said it would release
payments for April, May
and June, but had instead
announced payments for
July, August and
September. 

He also accused the AAP
government of ignoring key

public issues, alleging that
farmers were facing power
shortages during the paddy
transplantation season and
government employees
were protesting over
pending demands, including
dearness allowance (DA). 

Dhillon further criticised
the government over the
proposed sacrilege
prevention law and a recent
controversial video
involving Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann, accusing it
of trying to divert attention
from its failures. 

He said the people of
Punjab would give a
befitting response to the
AAP government in the
2027 Assembly elections.

AAP DELAYED WOMEN’S AID IN PUNJAB FOR
YEARS, NOW ACTING AHEAD OF POLLS: BJP

Digital governance made administration
more effective, transparent: CM Bhajanlal

Punjab Chief Minister Bhagwant Mann submits the Enumeration Form 
under the Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of the electoral rolls at Dhuri in
Sangrur district PTI

West Bengal Chief Minister Suvendu Adhikari launches the ‘Annapurna
Yojana’ distribution programme, in Kolkata, West Bengal PTI

G Parameshwara 

Kewal Singh Dhillon

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
n New Delhi

India and Pakistan on
Wednesday exchanged the
lists of civil prisoners and
fishermen lodged in each
other’s custody through 
diplomatic channels simulta-
neously in New Delhi 
and Islamabad, in accordance
with the bilateral Agreement
on Consular Access 
signed in 2008.

Under the agreement,
both countries exchange
these lists twice every year—
on January 1 and July 1—as
part of confidence-building
measures aimed at facilitat-
ing consular access and
expediting the release and

repatriation of detainees.
According to the Ministry

of External Affairs (MEA), India
shared the names of 386
civil prisoners and 53 fisher-
men in its custody who are
Pakistani nationals or are
believed to be Pakistani.
Pakistan, in turn, provided
lists of 52 civil prisoners and
198 fishermen in its custody
who are Indian nationals or
are believed to be Indian.

The Government of India
reiterated its call for the early
release and repatriation of all
Indian civil prisoners and
fishermen, along with their
boats, as well as missing
Indian defence personnel
believed to be in Pakistan’s
custody.

New Delhi  urged
Islamabad to expedite the
release of 188 Indian fisher-
men and civil prisoners who

have completed their sen-
tences. It also sought imme-
diate consular access for 13
civil prisoners believed to be

Indian nationals who have
not yet been granted such
access by Pakistan.

India further called upon

Pakistan to ensure the safety,
security and welfare of all
Indian and believed-to-be-
Indian prisoners until their
release and repatriation.

The MEA highlighted that
sustained diplomatic efforts
have led to the repatriation
of 2,661 Indian fishermen
and 78 Indian civil prisoners
from Pakistan since 2014. Of
these, 500 fishermen and 20
civil prisoners have been
repatriated since 2023.

The biannual exchange of
prisoners’ lists remains one
of the few structured mech-
anisms of engagement that
continues between the two
neighbouring countries
despite strained bilateral
relations.

India, Pakistan exchange lists of prisoners, fishermen under Consular Pact
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The Government on Wednesday decided to upgrade the
quality of rice distributed to over 80 crore people
through ration shops by reducing the percentage of
broken rice in the overall supplies. In a post on X, Union
Food and Consumer Affairs Minister Pralhad Joshi
informed that the Union Cabinet has decided to reduce
the limit of broken rice supplied through ration shops.

For raw rice, the limit has been reduced to 10 per cent
from 25 per cent. For par-boiled rice, the percentage has
been cut to 5 per cent from 16 per cent.

Under the leadership of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, the Cabinet has taken a historic and transformative
decision to further strengthen India’s food security
architecture, Joshi said. “For the first time in nearly three
decades, the quality standards for rice distributed under
the Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana (PMGKAY)
have been upgraded,” he added. (PTI)

Nation Focus

Government to upgrade rice
quality for public distribution

Jammu and Kashmir Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha
on Wednesday reviewed arrangements for the annual
Amarnath Yatra at the Yatri Niwas in Bhagwati Nagar here,
an official said. The 57-day pilgrimage to the 3,880-
metre-high Amarnath cave shrine is scheduled to begin
on July 3 from the traditional 48-km Nunwan-Pahalgam
route in Anantnag district and the shorter but steeper 14-
km Baltal route in Ganderbal district.

Sinha was accompanied by Director General of Police
Nalin Prabhat, Special Director General of Police
(Coordination) SJM Gillani, Divisional Commissioner,
Jammu, Ramesh Kumar and other senior officials from
civil administration and security forces, he said. (PTI)

J&K LG reviews arrangements
before Amarnath Yatra flag-off

Varanasi security agency denies role in
Ayodhya Ram Temple donation scandal
PRAMOD KUMAR SINGH 
n New Delhi

A private security agency
from Varanasi says it had no
part in the alleged embezzle-
ment of donations at
Ayodhya’s Ram Temple,
explaining that it only pro-
vided staff to the State Bank
of India (SBI) when asked.
However, six of the eight
people arrested by the
Special Investigation Team
(SIT) were hired by Sainik
Security Services (SSS),
putting the agency at the
centre of the controversy.

The agency director Gaurav
Singh said the company hired
19 to 22 people and sent
them to SBI’s Naya Ghat
branch in Ayodhya for house-
keeping work. 

He explained, “Temple is
not our client. The SBI is. We
are the second vendor.” He
also said, “What work the
bank assigned to them there-
after is not known to us.”
According to Singh, the local
SBI branch chose 19 people
for the cash-counting team.
The agency maintains it only
supplied workers and did
not decide their duties or
supervise them at the temple.

The arrested recruits,
Anukalp Mishra, Lavkush
Mishra, Manish Kumar Yadav,

Ramashankar Mishra (also
known as Tinnu Yadav),
Avinash Shukla, and Karunesh
Shukla or Pandey, worked in
the cash-handling unit for
donations. They earned about
`20,000 per month and were
responsible for sorting, count-
ing, and securing offerings
from hundi boxes. 

The other two people
arrested are Subhash
Srivastava and Tinnu Yadav
(a different person from the
alias). The SIT is looking into
how this team was put
together and whether
proper background checks
were done.

SBI outsourced the
demanding cash-counting
work to SSS but kept overall
responsibility for the Shri Ram
Janmabhoomi Teerth Kshetra
Trust. This meant that low-
paid contract workers

handled cash as it moved
from devotees to official
records. 

The agency says it only
supplied staff and that the
bank decided their roles,
but this raises questions
about who is responsible
when sensitive tasks are
outsourced. Standard oper-
ating procedures were
agreed upon by the trust in
2025, and SBI required coun-
ters to wear pocketless cloth-
ing, undergo regular frisking,
be subject to random checks,
retain CCTV footage for 180
days, and have a security
guard from SIS present
during counting.

However, none of these
rules was followed. CCTV
footage was kept for only 45
days, no guard was present,
and basic safety steps were
ignored.

SBI officials reportedly
noticed problems and sug-
gested changing the count-
ing staff three months
earlier, but trust officials are
said to have resisted. Two SBI
employees who supervised
the process are also being
investigated. Police have
recovered about `79.85 lakh
in cash from the accused,
and some reports say the
trust recovered around `58
lakh internally before the
formal FIR was filed.

SSS presents itself as just a
vendor with a limited con-
tract. But by providing the
staff who ran the cash-count-
ing unit without strong
vetting or supervision, the
agency became a key con-
tributor to the failures. The
SIT is now looking at how
staff were recruited, the local
branch’s role, and the
ignored procedures to see if
workforce suppliers are
responsible when their
employees are entrusted
with sacred donations. 

As the investigation looks
into financial records and
possible large-scale theft,
Sainik Security Services’
claim of a limited role will be
closely examined, since
most of those arrested at the
counting table were its
employees.

Government grants one-year
extension to Foreign Secretary
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

The Appointments
Committee of the Cabinet
(ACC) has approved a one-
year extension in the tenure
of Foreign Secretary Vikram
Misri, according to an order
issued by the Department of
Personnel and Training
(DoPT) on Wednesday.

Misri, a 1989-batch Indian
Foreign Service (IFS) officer,
will continue in service
beyond his scheduled retire-
ment date of July 14, 2026.

According to the
Government order, the ACC
has approved the extension
of Misri’s service for one year
beyond July 14, 2026, allowing
him to remain in office until
July 14, 2027, or until further
orders, whichever is earlier.

“The Appointments
Committee of the Cabinet
has approved the extension
in service of Shri Vikram Misri,

IFS (1989), Foreign Secretary,
for a period of one year
beyond 14.07.2026, i.e., up to
14.07.2027, or until further
orders, whichever is earlier,
in terms of the provisions of
F.R. 56(d),” the order stated.

The order was issued on July
1, 2026, by the Secretariat of the
Appointments Committee of
the Cabinet under the Ministry
of Personnel, Public Grievances
and Pensions, Department of
Personnel and Training.

The communication was
signed by Manisha Saxena,
Secretary, Appointments
Committee of the Cabinet
and Establishment Officer.

The extension ensures con-
tinuity in the leadership of the
Ministry of External Affairs,
with Misri set to continue as
India’s top diplomat for
another year under the pro-
visions of Fundamental Rule
56(d), which governs exten-
sions in service for eligible
Government officials.

ASHOKE RAJ n New Delhi

Japanese Prime Minister
Sanae Takaichi will arrive in
New Delhi on Wednesday
evening for a three-day official
visit to India, marking her first
bilateral visit since assuming
office. She will hold wide-
ranging talks with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
during the 16th India-Japan
Annual Summit on Thursday.

The summit is expected
to review the entire spectrum
of bilateral cooperation and
chart the future course of the
India-Japan Special Strategic
and Global Partnership. 

The two leaders will also
exchange views on key
regional and global develop-
ments, focusing on strength-
ening economic, strategic
and security cooperation in
the Indo-Pacific.

The visit comes less than a
year after Prime Minister Modi
travelled to Tokyo, where
Japan committed to more
than doubling its investment
in India to over $61 billion
over the next decade, under-
scoring the growing econom-
ic partnership between the
two countries.

According to official
sources, Modi and Takaichi
will also participate in busi-
ness engagements involving

leading industry representa-
tives from both countries.
Around 1,400 Japanese com-
panies currently operate in
India, nearly half in the man-
ufacturing sector, reflecting
Japan’s significant role in
India’s industrial growth.

India and Japan elevated
their ties to a Special Strategic
and Global Partnership in
2014, and cooperation has
expanded steadily across
trade, investment, defence,
economic security, science
and technology, infrastruc-
ture, culture and people-to-
people exchanges. 

As the two countries
prepare to celebrate the 75th

anniversary of the establish-
ment of diplomatic relations in
2027, both sides are expected
to reaffirm their commitment
to deepening the partnership.

The India-Japan
Comprehensive Economic
Partnership Agreement,
which came into force on
August 1, 2011, has provided a
strong foundation for expand-
ing economic engagement.
Bilateral trade crossed $27
billion during 2025-26, while
Japan remains India’s fifth-
largest investor, with cumula-
tive foreign direct investment
of $48.17 billion between April
2000 and March 2026.
Government data also show

Japanese investment worth
$3.2 billion between April and
December 2025.

The two leaders are also
expected to discuss enhanc-
ing defence and maritime
cooperation, supply chain
resilience, emerging tech-
nologies and efforts to
promote a free, open and
inclusive Indo-Pacific. 

India and Japan, along with
the United States and
Australia, are members of
the Quad grouping and have
significantly strengthened
strategic coordination in
recent years. Japan continues
to play a key role in India’s
infrastructure development,
including the Mumbai-
Ahmedabad High-Speed Rail
project. 

Japanese companies have
also expanded their footprint
in India’s financial sector,
with a recent $1.6 billion
investment securing a 20 per
cent stake in Yes Bank.

Beyond strategic and eco-
nomic ties, cultural relations
remain a cornerstone of the
partnership.  Shared
Buddhist heritage, growing
interest in yoga and expand-
ing educational and people-
to-people exchanges con-
tinue to reinforce the long-
standing friendship between
the two nations.

Modi, Japan PM Takaichi to hold annual
summit to advance bilateral ties

Japanese Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi waves upon her arrival at the
airport in New Delhi PTI

ASHOKE RAJ n New Delhi

Iran has extended invita-
tions to senior leaders from
both the ruling Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) and the
opposition Congress to
attend the state funeral of
former Supreme Leader
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei in
Tehran next week.

BJP President Nitin Nabin
and Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge along
with senior Congress leader
and former External Affairs
Minister Salman Khurshid
have been invited to repre-
sent the party at the funeral.
Sources said Kharge is yet to
decide whether he will
travel to Tehran, while the
Congress is also considering
sending a delegation led by
a senior leader.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi,  who reportedly
received a personal invita-
tion from Iranian President
Masoud Pezeshkian,  is
unlikely to attend the cere-
mony. Official sources indi-
cated that the Prime Minister
is expected to skip the
funeral due to prior overseas
commitments and may
instead depute a high-level
Indian delegation.

According to sources, the
delegation is  l ikely to
include Minister of State for
External Affairs Pabitra
Margherita and Bihar

Governor Lt Gen Syed Ata
Hasnain (Retd).

Khamenei, who was killed
in a joint US-Israeli strike on
the opening day of the con-
flict in February, will be
accorded a state funeral in
Tehran beginning July 4. 

He is scheduled to be
buried in his hometown of
Mashhad on July 9. 

The funeral, originally
planned for March, was post-
poned because of the con-
tinuing conflict in the region.

The Prime Minister’s
reported decision not to
attend has drawn criticism
from opposition leaders,
who have alleged that New

Delhi is seeking to avoid
upsetting its strategic part-
ners, the United States and
Israel. The Government has
not issued an official state-
ment on the matter.

The development has also
triggered discussion among
strategic affairs observers,
who have compared India’s
proposed representation
with its response to the
death of former Iranian
President Ebrahim Raisi in
2024. 

Following Raisi’s death in
a helicopter crash, then Vice-
President Jagdeep Dhankhar
led the Indian delegation to
the funeral.

Some analysts have ques-
tioned whether the level of
representation at
Khamenei’s funeral signals
a recalibration of India’s
engagement with Iran amid
shifting geopolitical dynam-
ics in West Asia.

Geopolitical  analyst
Navroop Singh said the
reported decision to include
a Governor in the delegation
raises questions about the
priority being accorded to
India’s relationship with Iran.
According to Singh, the move
suggests New Delhi’s strate-
gic focus has increasingly
shifted towards Israel and
key Gulf partners.

Iran invites BJP, Congress leaders for Khamenei funeral

PRAMOD KUMAR SINGH 
n New Delhi

The High-Level Committee
on Demographic Changes
met with Union Home
Minister Amit Shah on
Wednesday to share its oper-
ational plan. 

The committee will focus
on collecting field-verified
data about population shifts
caused by illegal immigration
and other factors.

Led by retired Supreme
Court Judge Justice Prakash
Prabhakar Navlekar, the
group said it will soon start
visiting states and Union
Territories.

The committee has pre-
pared a detailed question-
naire that will be sent to

state Governments in
advance. This will help offi-
cials, local bodies, and stake-
holders have structured, evi-
dence-based discussions. The
panel will also work with
relevant Union ministries to
check its findings. 

The committee was official-
ly formed on May 26, 2026,
after Prime Minister Narendra
Modi announced the High-
Powered Demography
Mission on Independence
Day 20The committee’s main
job is to study demographic
changes caused by illegal
immigration and other
unusual factors, look at their
causes and effects, and
suggest policy, legal, and
administrative steps. This
includes recommending a

strong system for popula-
tion stabilisation. 

Along with Justice
Navlekar, the panel includes
Census Commissioner
Mritunjay Kumar Narayan,
former IAS officer Durga
Shankar Mishra, former IPS
officer Balaji Srivastava, and
Dr Shamika Ravi from the
Prime Minister’s Economic
Advisory Council. ncil.

The committee has been
told to submit its report
within one year, by May 2027,
with a possible six-month
extension if needed. 

At the meeting, Home
Minister Shah reviewed the
panel’s strategy and said he
was satisfied with its prepa-
rations. He asked Union
Home Secretary Govind

Mohan to provide full admin-
istrative and logistical
support for the visits and
data collection. 

Shah also emphasised the
need for timely recommen-

dations to help guide
Government action. This
work is especially important
as India deals with the long-
term effects of uneven demo-
graphic changes.

The last full census was in
2011. Without up-to-date
national data, it has become
crucial to track unusual
change s,  e sp e cial ly  in
border districts, cities, and
industrial areas, to plan for
security, infrastructure, and
welfare programs. Security
agencies have often pointed
out that illegal immigration
across open borders is
changing local populations
in several states. 

These changes can put
pressure on public services,
affect law and order, influ-
ence how resources are
shared, and, over time,
change the social and polit-
ical makeup of affected
areas. The committee’s
approach aims to go beyond

existing data and gather real-
time information through
direct contact.

By prioritising visits to
states and Union Territories
rather than limiting itself to
desk research, the panel
hopes to gain a detailed view
that reflects regional differ-
ences. The questionnaire sent
in advance should help states
gather important data on
migration, birth rates, and
settlement changes, making
field visits more useful.
Officials see the committee’s
work as a key first step
toward policies based on
solid evidence. for internal
security, sustainable develop-
ment planning, the equitable
allocation of central schemes,
and the maintenance of

social  cohesion across
diverse regions. 

With its first major interac-
tion with the Home Minister
completed and a fieldwork
calendar now in place, the
committee is set to move into
active data-gathering mode. 

Its recommendations, once
submitted, are likely to feed
into broader Governmental
efforts to address demo-
graphic imbalances through
targeted administrative and
legislative interventions. 

The meeting on
Wednesday has set the stage
for a comprehensive, 
time-bound exercise whose
findings could shape India’s
approach to one of its 
most sensitive long-term 
governance challenges.

High-level demographic panel briefs Amit Shah, prepares for nationwide assessment

Iran has extended invitations to senior leaders of India’s ruling BJP and the Opposition Congress for the state
funeral of Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, following his death in US-Israeli strikes on February 28 PIONEER PHOTO

PRAMOD KUMAR SINGH 
n New Delhi/Lucknow

The Uttar Pradesh Government
has given a 15-day extension to
the Special Investigation Team
(SIT) probing allegations of
embezzlement of donations at
the Ram temple in Ayodhya,
officials said on Wednesday.
The tenure of the SIT has been
extended to probe the matter
in depth and broaden its
scope, they said. 

The three-member SIT was
set up on June 13, 2026, and ini-
tially given 15 days to investi-

gate alleged financial irregular-
ities involving donations to
the Shri Ram Janmabhoomi
Temple. The team submitted a
preliminary report on June 23.
After an FIR was filed on June
25, police arrested eight people:
Avinash Shukla, Anukalp
Mishra, Lavkush Mishra, Manish
Kumar Yadav, Karunesh
Pandey, Ramashankar Mishra,
Subhash Srivastava, and
Ramashankar Yadav, also
known as Tinnu Yadav.

The case centres on claims
that donations and offerings
from devotees were taken from

the temple’s donation boxes, or
hundis. Reports suggest the
suspected embezzlement
could total `7 crore, including
cash and possibly jewellery. So
far, police have recovered about
`79.85 lakh in cash from the

accused, along with other items
previously recovered by temple
officials. Vijay Vishwas Pant
(IAS, Divisional Commissioner,
Lucknow), Kiran S (IPS, Inspector
General of Police), and Neel
Ratan (Special Secretary,

Finance Department).
The extension, granted on

July 1, 2026, pushes the dead-
line for the final report to July
15. Officials said the addi-
tional time will enable a
more comprehensive exam-
ination of financial records,
CCTV footage, donation
counting processes, and all
related aspects to reach a
logical conclusion.

The case has attracted
widespread attention. The
case has drawn significant
attention because the Ram
Mandir in Ayodhya is an

important religious site, built
through large public dona-
tions and devotion. Keeping
the donation process trans-
parent is considered essential
for maintaining public trust in
the temple. 

The Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath has emphasised a
fair and thorough probe. The
accused have been produced
before a local court in
Ayodhya and remanded to
judicial custody. Further ques-
tioning and evidence collec-
tion are ongoing as the SIT
broadens its investigation. 

UP Govt gives SIT 15-day extension in Ram Temple donation case
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FAIR REPORT

JAIPUR: If  Manch Jaipur 
was meant to showcase 
the Bhajan Lal Sharma 
government’s report card, 
it also became a political 
messaging exercise, with 
the BJP’s top leadership 
presenting a unified nar-
rative around governance, 
development and electoral 
confidence ahead of  the 
next Assembly polls.

Madan Rathore, BJP 
Rajasthan President: “The 
study on the Uniform Civ-
il Code has been complet-
ed in Rajasthan, and the 
government will soon 
bring the UCC Bill. The 
BJP will also break the 

state’s tradition of  chang-
ing governments every 
five years.”

Deputy Chief  Minister 
Prem Chand Bairwa: “A 
developed Rajasthan will 
strengthen Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi’s vi-
sion of  Viksit Bharat 2047. 
Investment, water, energy 
and employment are now 
moving from promises to 
implementation.”

Deputy Chief  Minister 
Diya Kumari: “The Yamu-
na water agreement is a 
historic milestone. Ra-
jasthan is witnessing 
transformational govern-
ance through infrastruc-
ture, employment and wel-
fare under the double-en-

gine government.”
Arun Chaturvedi, 

Chairman, State Finance 
Commission: “We inher-
ited a financial crisis from 
the previous Congress 
government, but fiscal dis-
cipline, transparency and 

governance have restored 
Rajasthan’s development 
trajectory.”

Gopal Sharma, MLA, 
Civil Lines: “The Yamuna 
water pact will define Ra-
jasthan’s future. It is a his-
toric achievement that 

will reshape the state’s 
economic landscape.”

Rajendra Rathore, Sen-
ior BJP Leader: “Ra-
jasthan’s GDP has grown 
by 47%, crime has de-
clined, and paper leak net-
works have been disman-
tled. Governance is now 
delivering measurable 
outcomes.”

Kanhaiyalal Choud-
hary, Water Resources 
Minister: “Every house-
hold will receive safe 
drinking water within two 
years. Water security is 
the foundation of  Ra-
jasthan’s future growth.” 
Jawahar Singh Bedham, 
Minister of  State for 
Home: “Cybercrime is the 

new battlefield. Rajasthan 
is strengthening technolo-
gy-driven policing while 
maintaining zero toler-
ance against organised 
crime.” Col. Rajyavardhan 
Singh Rathore, Industries 
Minister: “Trust, trans-
parent policies and lower 
business costs are making 
Rajasthan India’s pre-
ferred investment destina-
tion.”  Balmukundachar-
ya, Hawa Mahal MLA: 
“Protecting Jaipur’s cul-
tural heritage, strengthen-
ing law and order and en-
suring women’s safety re-
main our foremost priori-
ties.”

Suman Sharma, Former 
Chairperson, Rajasthan 

Women’s Commission: 
“Women are not merely 
beneficiaries of  govern-
ment schemes; they are 
equal partners in nation-
building.” Ramlal Shar-
ma, Former MLA: “This 
government has acted de-
cisively against paper 
leaks and corruption, re-
storing confidence among 
Rajasthan’s youth.” Lax-
mikant Bhardwaj, BJP 
Spokesperson: “Water will 
redefine Rajasthan’s fu-
ture, while the opposition 
continues to indulge in 
negative politics.”

Vasudev Devnani, Ra-
jasthan Assembly Speak-
er: “The Assembly must 
not remain just a legisla-

tive building—it should 
evolve into a transparent, 
digital and accountable in-
stitution that connects di-
rectly with the people.”

Across every session, 
the BJP leadership re-
turned to the same central 
message: water security, 
economic growth, invest-
ment, administrative re-
forms, employment gener-
ation and governance will 
form the pillars of  Ra-
jasthan’s journey towards 
Viksit Bharat 2047—while 
simultaneously position-
ing the government’s per-
formance as the founda-
tion for seeking an unprec-
edented consecutive elec-
toral mandate.

‘One Vision, Many Voices’: From UCC to Water Wars, BJP’s 
Rajasthan Leadership Unveils an Ambitious 2047 Blueprint

Sainik School Cadet Adhiraj Wins Bronze 
Medal in National Boxing Championship
Excellent performance 
in Under-15 category, 
school management 
congratulates him

FAIR REPORT

Chittorgarh: Cadet Adhi-
raj Rakesh Chahar of  
Sainik School Chittorgarh 
has made Rajasthan proud 
at the national level with 
his talent, discipline and 
hard work. Adhiraj won a 
bronze medal in the 67-70 
kg weight category in the 
5th National Sub-Junior 
Under-15 Boxing Champi-
onship held from June 23 
to 29, 2026 at Lovely Profes-
sional University, Phag-
wara (Jalandhar, Punjab). 
School Public Relations 
Officer Babulal Shivran 
said that talented boxers 
selected from different 
states of  the country par-
ticipated in this national 
competition. During tough 
matches, Cadet Adhiraj 
showed confidence, good 
technique and excellent 
sportsmanship. He per-

formed well against strong 
boxers from Karnataka, 
Uttar Pradesh, Jharkhand 
and Haryana and won the 
bronze medal. Before this, 
Adhiraj had won a gold 
medal in the 5th Rajasthan 
Sub-Junior Under-15 Box-
ing Championship held 
from May 22 to 24, 2026 at 
Indira Gandhi Stadium, 
Alwar, with an excellent 
performance in all his 
matches. On this achieve-
ment, Sainik School Prin-
cipal Colonel Anil Dev 
Singh Jasrotia congratu-
lated Cadet Adhiraj and 
said that his success is an 
inspiration for all students 
of  the school. He said that 

with discipline, dedication 
and regular practice, stu-
dents can achieve success 
at the national level. Vice 
Principal Lieutenant Colo-
nel Isha Thakral and Ad-
ministrative Officer Major 
C. Sreekumar also congrat-
ulated Adhiraj and wished 
him a bright future. The 
teachers, coaches, staff  
members and cadets of  the 
school expressed happi-
ness over his achievement 
and wished him success. 
The school family hoped 
that Adhiraj will continue 
to perform well at national 
and international levels 
and bring glory to Ra-
jasthan and India.

Women and Girls Take Safety Pledge, Police 
Explain Self-Defense Methods and Rights

Children and women 
made aware about 
self-defense training, 
good touch-bad touch 
and online safety

FAIR REPORT

Chittorgarh- Under the 
“Women Safety Sankalp” 
campaign run by Ra-
jasthan Police, a district-
level awareness program 
was organized under the 
guidance of  District Super-
intendent of  Police Dhar-
mendra Singh. The pro-
gram was chaired by Addi-
tional Superintendent of  
Police (ASP) Mukul Shar-
ma. During the program, 
women and girls were 
made aware about safety, 
self-defense, cyber crime 
prevention and their 
rights. District Superinten-
dent of  Police Dharmendra 
Singh said that an online 
interaction was organized 
from 8:30 am to 9:30 am on 
Wednesday through DOIT 
Chittorgarh at Atal Seva 

Kendras. Women Beat Of-
ficers, women, girls, home-
makers, Suraksha Sakhi, 
Rajeevika (Lakhpati Didi) 
master trainers and par-
ticipants trained in self-
defense took part in the 
program. During the pro-
gram, participants shared 
their experiences, success 
stories and suggestions. 
Police officers informed 
women about self-defense 
techniques, women safety 
laws, prevention of  cyber 
crimes, helpline numbers 
and various safety servic-
es provided by Rajasthan 

Police. During the pro-
gram, children were also 
made aware about Good 
Touch and Bad Touch. 
Children were explained 
that it is important to iden-
tify uncomfortable touch 
and they should inform 
parents, teachers or any 
trusted person without 
fear in such situations. 
Women and girls were also 
advised to use social me-
dia safely, avoid unknown 
links, stay alert against 
online fraud and immedi-
ately seek police help dur-
ing any emergency. Police 

Deputy Superintendent 
Begun Anjali Singh, Cyber 
Police Station In-charge 
Madhu Kanwar, Women 
Police Station In-charge 
Sheetal Gurjar, women po-
lice officers, police person-
nel and Kalika Patrolling 
Unit were present during 
the program. After this, a 
meeting of  police officers 
and employees was also 
organized at the Commu-
nity Hall of  Police Line 
Chittorgarh. Officials said 
that awareness activities 
for women safety will con-
tinue in the future.

Friend Kills Friend With 
Knife at Restaurant, 

Both Had Left for 
Sanwaliyaji Temple

Both friends were 
going from Kota on a 
bike; accused caught 
by people and handed 
over to police

FAIR REPORT

Chittorgarh- A shocking 
incident took place late 
Tuesday night at a restau-
rant near Mandana vil-
lage on National High-
way-27 in Begun area. 
Two friends had left from 
Kota on a bike to visit San-
waliyaji Temple. During 
their journey, they 
stopped at a restaurant 
where they had an argu-
ment over some issue. Af-
ter the dispute, one friend 
attacked the other with a 
knife, causing his death. 
Begun Police Station Of-
ficer Kamal Chand said 
that the deceased has been 
identified as 38-year-old 
Gaurav Chaturvedi, resi-
dent of  Mahatma Gandhi 
Colony, Kota. Gaurav was 
also associated with me-
dia work. His father is 
said to be a Shiv Sena 
leader. The body was tak-
en to Begun Sub-District 
Hospital, where post-mor-
tem was conducted after 
the family reached. Ac-
cording to police, Gaurav 
was travelling with his 
friend Kamal Singh, a 

resident of  Kota. Both 
were going to Sanwaliyaji 
Temple on a bike. They 
stopped at a restaurant 
near Mandana village on 
Highway-27. During this 
time, they had a dispute 
over some matter. Gaurav’s 
brother Navneet said that 
people present at the res-
taurant told him that 
Gaurav had gone to the 
bathroom when Kamal 
Singh attacked him from 
behind with a knife. 
Gaurav suffered serious 
injuries on his neck, head, 
face and hands and fell 
there. People at the restau-
rant took him to Katunda 
Hospital, where doctors 
declared him dead. The ac-
cused tried to escape after 
the incident but was caught 
by people present there and 
handed over to police. Po-
lice have taken Kamal Sin-
gh into custody and regis-
tered a murder case. Inves-
tigation has been started 
and the FSL team was also 
called to collect evidence 
from the spot.

Police Action Against Illegal Vehicle Modifications, 
7,492 Vehicles Checked and Penalized in District

FAIR REPORT

Chittorgarh- Police have 
taken major action 
against vehicles with il-
legal modifications and 
traffic rule violations in 
the district. As per the in-
structions of  Rajasthan 
Police Headquarters, 
Jaipur, a special cam-

paign was conducted from 
June 4 to June 30, 2026. 
During this campaign, 
thousands of  vehicles 
were checked and action 
was taken under the Mo-
tor Vehicle Act. District 
Superintendent of  Police 
Dharmendra Singh said 
that during the campaign, 

police stations across the 
district took action 
against 6,007 vehicles, 
while the Traffic Branch 
Chittorgarh took action 
against 1,485 vehicles. A 
total of  7,492 vehicles 
were penalized by the po-
lice and traffic depart-
ment. During the cam-

paign, police checked il-
legal changes in vehicle 
body and chassis, unau-
thorized red and blue 
lights, flashers, strobe 
lights, sirens, pressure 
horns, black films on ve-
hicle windows, unauthor-
ized writings and symbols 
on vehicles, and illegal 

number plates. During 
the action, illegal changes 
were found in 489 vehi-
cles. Unauthorized lights 
and sirens were found in 
278 vehicles, while 66 ve-
hicles had pressure horns 
or air horns. Black films 
were found on 2,839 vehi-
cles. Action was also tak-

en against 545 vehicles 
with unauthorized writ-
ings and symbols, and 
3,275 vehicles with illegal 
number plates. Police of-
ficials said that such cam-
paigns will continue in 
the future to ensure traf-
fic rule compliance and 
improve road safety.

NEW DELHI/ISLAMA-
BAD: A rare cross-border 
civil society initiative has 
brought renewed attention to 
the long-stalled India–Paki-
stan dialogue process, with a 
collective appeal reportedly 
signed by 117 prominent indi-
viduals from both countries 
urging a diplomatic reset. The 
statement calls upon Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi and 
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sha-
rif  to consider immediate 
steps to de-escalate tensions 
and re-establish structured 
communication channels be-
tween the two nuclear-armed 
neighbours. According to the 
appeal, sustained hostility has 
significantly constrained re-
gional economic integration, 
cultural exchange and people-
to-people connectivity. Signa-
tories are said to include for-
mer policymakers, parliamen-

tarians, diplomats and civil 
society figures from both 
sides, reflecting an unusual 
convergence of  voices in fa-
vour of  dialogue. The initia-
tive reportedly outlines a 
broad 11-point framework 
aimed at confidence-building 
measures, restoration of  trade 
linkages, easing of  visa re-
strictions and revival of  diplo-
matic engagement mecha-
nisms that have remained 
suspended or weakened over 
the past several years. Observ-
ers note that while such citi-
zen-led interventions have 
emerged periodically, their 
impact on official policy has 
historically been limited. 
However, the timing of  the lat-
est appeal comes amid broad-
er global calls for regional 
stability and economic resil-
ience, adding symbolic weight 
to the message.

117-Voice Peace Push Calls for 
Reset in India–Pakistan Relations, 
Urges Immediate Dialogue Restart

Jaipur Erupts as DNT 
Reservation Protest 
Turns Violent; 
Stone-Pelting, Tear 
Gas Rock City
JAIPUR: A protest by 
members of  the Denotified, 
Nomadic and Semi-Nomad-
ic Tribes (DNT) seeking a 
10% reservation quota 
turned violent in Jaipur on 
Wednesday evening after 
demonstrators attempted 
to march towards the Chief  
Minister’s residence, trig-
gering clashes with police 
in the city’s Vidhyadhar 
Nagar area. According to 
officials, thousands of  pro-
testers had gathered for a 
Mahapanchayat led by 
DNT Samaj leaders. Ten-
sions escalated after the 
meeting concluded and a 
section of  the crowd began 
moving towards the Chief  
Minister’s official resi-
dence despite security re-
strictions. Police had erect-
ed barricades along the 
route to prevent the march. 
As protesters attempted to 
breach the barricades, con-
frontations broke out be-
tween demonstrators and 
security personnel. 

₹20,000-CRORE JJM SCAM: ACB Files 3,000-Page 
Chargesheet Against Ex-Minister Mahesh Joshi, Sanjay 

Badaya; More Arrests and Fresh Charges Likely
FAIR REPORT

JAIPUR: Rajasthan’s al-
leged ₹20,000-crore Jal Jee-
van Mission (JJM) corrup-
tion scandal entered a deci-
sive new phase on Wednes-
day after the Anti-Corrup-
tion Bureau (ACB) filed a 
3,000-page chargesheet be-
fore the Special ACB Court, 
intensifying one of  the 
state’s biggest anti-corrup-
tion prosecutions in recent 
years. The chargesheet 
names former Public Health 
Engineering Department 
(PHED) Minister Mahesh 
Joshi and private individual 
Sanjay Badaya as accused. 
It was presented before Spe-
cial ACB Judge Rajesh Ku-
mar Dadia, with Public 
Prosecutor Manjula Jain 
informing the court that the 

investigation remains ac-
tive and that further supple-
mentary chargesheets are 
expected as additional evi-
dence is gathered.

A Vast Investigation 
Expands : The latest filing 
is part of  a broader investi-
gation into alleged irregu-
larities in the implementa-
tion of  the Jal Jeevan Mis-
sion, a flagship drinking 
water programme. The ACB 
has already submitted ear-
lier chargesheets against 
former Additional Chief  
Secretary Subodh Agarwal 
and ten other accused, indi-
cating what investigators 
describe as an extensive net-
work of  officials, contrac-
tors and intermediaries.

Several key accused, in-
cluding Mahesh Joshi, San-

jay Badaya, Dinesh Goyal, 
and others, are currently in 
judicial custody as the 
probe continues.

Alleged Tender Manipu-
lation Worth ₹900 Crore

According to investiga-
tors, the conspiracy in-
volved the use of  forged ex-
perience certificates, fabri-
cated financial documents 
and manipulated eligibility 
records to enable selected 
firms to secure government 
contracts allegedly worth 
nearly ₹900 crore. The al-
leged tender manipulation 
forms a central pillar of  the 
prosecution’s case, with in-
vestigators claiming the ir-
regularities compromised 
competitive bidding and 
caused significant losses to 
the public exchequer.

ED Tracking the Mon-
ey Trail :  The case has also 
drawn the attention of  the 
Enforcement Directorate 
(ED), which is conducting a 
parallel probe into alleged 
money laundering and fi-
nancial transactions linked 
to the suspected corruption 
network. While one ac-
cused, Arun Srivastava, has 
obtained bail from the Ra-
jasthan High Court, investi-
gators continue efforts to 
trace other suspects and 
examine additional finan-
cial records. With the filing 
of  the 3,000-page 
chargesheet, the prosecu-
tion has crossed a major 
procedural milestone. How-
ever, officials have made it 
clear that the investigation 
is far from over. The ACB 


