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Modi’s Jakarta Landing Opens Six-Day Indo-Pacific

Push, With Fighter J

The first leg of a
three-nation tour
signals New Delhi’s
deepening bet on
Southeast Asia and
the Pacific as the next
frontier of strategic
partnership

FAIR REPORT

JAKARTA, July 6: Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
landed in Jakarta on
Monday to begin a three-
nation, six-day tour of
Indonesia, Australia, and

New Zealand, received
personally at the airport
by Indonesian President
Prabowo Subianto — a
gesture accompanied by
an escort of Indonesian
Air Force fighter jets
from the moment Modi’s
aircraft entered the coun-
try’s airspace. It is Modi’s
fourth visit to Indonesia,
and notably his first bilat-
eral trip since the two na-
tions elevated ties to a
Comprehensive Strategic
Partnership in 2018.

“I’m touched by Presi-
dent Prabowo Subianto’s
gesture of welcoming me
at the airport,” Modi
wrote on X shortly after
landing, adding that the
two leaders would hold
discussions aimed at add-
ing momentum to the
partnership “across di-
verse sectors.” The visit’s
agenda spans defence and
security cooperation,
trade and investment,
food and energy security,
critical minerals develop-

ment, and capacity build-
ing in health and educa-
tion — reflecting an ambi-
tion to broaden a relation-
ship long anchored pri-
marily in trade, given In-
donesia’s position as In-
dia’s largest ASEAN
trading partner and its
location astride the stra-
tegically vital Malacca
Strait.

Beyond the formal di-
plomacy, the visit carries
a distinctly civilisational
undertone. Modi and

Prabowo are scheduled to
travel together to Yogya-
karta on July 8 to visit
the Prambanan Temple
complex, Indonesia’s
largest Hindu temple and
a UNESCO World Herit-
age Site, where India’s
Archaeological Survey
has been supporting res-
toration efforts under a
2025 joint statement be-
tween the two countries.
The Prime Minister will
also address a gathering
of the Indian diaspora in

ets and a Temple as the Backdrop

Jakarta.

The tour’s remaining
legs carry their own his-
torical weight: Modi trav-
els next to Melbourne for
the India-Australia An-
nual Leaders’ Summit,
before arriving in Auck-
land — marking the first
visit by an Indian Prime
Minister to New Zealand
in nearly four decades,
and underscoring how
central the Indo-Pacific
has become to India’s
strategic calculus.

Five Years On, Amit Shah Charts a New Course for India’s
Cooperative Movement - From Grain Silos to Life Insurance

At Bharat Mandapam,
the Ministry of
Cooperation’s
anniversary event
becomes a showcase
of digital reform, rural
infrastructure, and an
unmistakably political
retelling of the
sector’s history

FAIR REPORT

NEW DELHI: Union Home
and Cooperation Minister
Amit Shah presided over
the 5th Foundation Day of
the Ministry of Coopera-
tion at Bharat Mandapam
on Monday, using the occa-
sion to lay the foundation
stone and inaugurate a
sweeping array of initia-
tives while announcing
that a new cooperative life

insurance company would
be established to further
expand the sector’s foot-
print.

The programme’s scale

was considerable: the
transfer of 135 grain stor-
age godowns with a capac-
ity of 75,000 tonnes, the
inauguration of 85 more,
and the foundation-laying
for 47 additional godowns

Land in Jaipur Set to Get Pricier:
Second DLC Rate Hike in Four Months
Signals a Real Estate Reckoning

In-principle approval
for increases of up to
49% will push up the
cost of buying,
registering, and
financing property
across the Pink City

FAIR REPORT

JAIPUR:Buyingland and
homes in Jaipur is set to
become significantly more
expensive after the district
administration granted in-
principle approval to raise
District Level Committee
(DLC) rates by between 5
per cent and 49 per cent,
with the revised rates
scheduled to take effect
this month — marking the
second such hike within
four months.

The decision emerged

from a meeting chaired

by Jaipur Collector Sand-
esh Nayak at the Collec-
torate on Monday, where
sub-registrars from
across the district pre-
sented proposals after as-
sessing current market
values of land in their
respective jurisdictions.
Most recommendations

for urban localities sought

increases of up to 40 per
cent, while several rural
areas proposed hikes as
steep as 35 per cent — fig-
ures that, in some pockets,
were pushed even higher
during deliberation, with
in-principle clearance
now standing at up to 49
per cent.

under what officials de-
scribe as the world’s larg-
est grain storage scheme.
Shah also performed the
Bhoomi Pujan for a 64-
acre Sahakar Van affores-
tation project undertaken
jointly by Amul and the
National Cooperative
Consumers’ Federation,
alongside tissue culture
facilities in Uttar Pradesh

and Maharashtra aimed
at strengthening the seed
sector. Perhaps the most
consequential announce-
ment, from a governance
standpoint, was the trans-
formation of 50,000 Pri-
mary Agricultural Credit
Societies into e-PACS — a
digital push aligned with
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s “Sahakar Se Sam-
riddhi” vision.

Shah also confirmed
plans for a ‘Tribhuvan’
Sahkari University in
Anand, Gujarat, intended
to address the sector’s per-
sistent human resource
gap, and said the popular
Bharat Taxi cooperative
venture would expand to
500 cities within two
years.

The event was not with-

out its political under-
tones. Shah described the
Ministry’s creation as a
“lifeline” for a movement
he characterised as ne-
glected under previous
Congress governments —
a framing echoed by Ra-
jasthan Chief Minister
Bhajan Lal Sharma, the
only chief minister pre-
sent, who alleged the co-
operative sector had once
been “a hotbed of corrup-
tion” under Congress
rule.

Whether the digitisa-
tion of grassroots institu-
tions translates into genu-
ine transparency, or mere-
ly modernises existing
inefficiencies, remains
the open question the sec-
tor’s next five years will
have to answer.

Apple’s $25-Billion Foldable Bet: Can the
iPhone Ultra Rewrite Smartphone History —
or Become Cupertino’s Costliest Gamble?

FAIR REPORT

CUPERTINO: Apple is
preparing to make its bold-
est smartphone gamble in
years, with reports indicat-
ing the tech giant has in-
structed suppliers to gear
up for 10 million units of its
first foldable iPhone in
2026—a dramatic increase
from earlier estimates of
7-8 million devices.

The move signals ex-
traordinary confidence in a
product category that has
yet to win over the mass
market. Expected to debut
as the iPhone Ultra along-
side the iPhone 18 Pro line-
up, Apple’s foldable could

become the company’s
most expensive handset
ever, with industry esti-
mates placing its starting
price near $2,500, while pre-
mium variants may ap-
proach $3,000. Apple’s scale
gives it a formidable edge.
Reports suggest it has al-
ready reserved components
for around 80 million iP-
hones for the second half
of 2026, including the fold-
able, even as rivals such as
Xiaomi, Oppo, and Vivo re-

portedly scale back produc-
tion amid a global memory
shortage. Yet the numbers
raise eyebrows. While some
supply-chain reports point
to a 10-million-unit launch,
others suggest Apple may
have quietly cut initial
manufacturing plans to
just 3 million units, under-
scoring uncertainty over
whether consumers are
truly ready to embrace fold-
able smartphones at luxu-
ry-car prices. The company,
however, appears con-
vinced it has solved the en-
gineering headaches that
have plagued foldables, in-
cluding hinge durability
and display reliability.

Chief Secretary’s Delhi Meetings Spotlight
Rajasthan’s Reform and Development Agenda

FAIR REPORT
HEMRAJ TIKAMCHAND

NEW DELHI: Rajasthan
Chief Secretary V. Srinivas
on Monday held a series of
high-level meetings with sen-
ior officials of the Union
Government, with discus-
sions spanning the HPCL
Rajasthan Refinery project,
regulatory reforms, fiscal
management and Centre-
State coordination.
Inhismeeting with Prime
Minister’s Advisor Tarun
Kapoor, Mr. Srinivas re-
viewed the progress of the
HPCL Rajasthan Refinery
Limited (HRRL) project, as-

i
sessing implementation
milestones and the roadmap
for the project’s next phase.
The refinery is expected to
emerge asone of Rajasthan’s
most significant industrial
investments, with implica-
tions for employment gener-

ation and the State’s down-
stream petrochemical sector.

The Chief Secretary also
met Defence Secretary
Rajesh Kumar Singh, while
subsequent discussions with
Secretary (Coordination) Dr.
Manoj Govil focused on Ra-

jasthan’s performance under
the Deregulation and Com-
pliance Reduction Phase-II
initiative. The review exam-
ined measures aimed at sim-
plifying regulatory process-
es, reducing compliance
burdens and improving the
ease of doing business.
Fiscal issues figured
prominently during meet-
ings with Expenditure Secre-
tary Vumlunmang Vualnam,
where the progress of cen-
trally sponsored schemes
and expenditure manage-
ment were reviewed. Discus-
sions with Revenue Secre-
tary Arvind Shrivastava
centred on GST administra-

tion, revenue mobilisation
and the use of data analytics
to strengthen tax compli-
ance.

Taken together, the meet-
ings reflected Rajasthan’s
emphasis on maintaining
close engagement with the
Union Government on infra-
structure, administrative
reforms and public finance.
The visit also underscored
the importance of institu-
tional coordination in ad-
vancing large development
projects and ensuring the
timely implementation of
policy initiatives with long-
term implications for the
State’s economic growth.

Ram Mandir Trust
Accepts Resignations
Amid Donation Row,
Orders Accountability
Over Alleged
Irregularities
Ayodhya: In a significant
development amid the con-
troversy over alleged ir-
regularities in donations
received at the Ram Tem-
ple, the Shri Ram Janmab-
hoomi Teerth Kshetra
Trust on Monday accepted
theresignations of its Gen-
eral Secretary, Champat
Rai, and trustee Anil
Mishra, following a spe-
cially convened meeting
held ahead of schedule.

Addressing the media
after the meeting, Trust
Treasurer Swami Govind
Dev Giri Maharaj said the
institution was deeply dis-
tressed by the allegations
surrounding the handling
of devotees’ contributions.
He stressed that the mone-
tary value of the alleged
loss was not the principal
concern; rather, the great-
er tragedy was that circum-
stances had arisen within
the temple premises that
could erode public faith.

Reaffirming his confi-
dence in Champat Rai, the
treasurer described him as
“blameless” and credited
his contribution to the Ram
Janmabhoomi movement
as invaluable. According to
him, Rai chose to step down
voluntarily, believing that
remaining in office while
investigations were under-
way would be inappropriate
until justice was delivered
and those responsible were
brought to book.

FAIR REPORT

JAIPUR, : The Rajasthan
government has appoint-
ed senior Rajasthan State
Cooperative Service of-
ficer Ranveer Singh Pari-
har as Joint Director in
the Directorate of Reve-
nue Intelligence and Eco-
nomic Offences (DoRIEO),
strengthening the State’s
capacity to investigate
revenue leakages and eco-
nomic offences.

Mr. Parihar, a Deputy
Registrar in the Coopera-
tive Department, is cur-
rently serving as Regis-
trar, Institution Registra-
tion, Jaipur. He will as-
sume his new responsibili-
ties on deputation under
the administrative control
of the Finance (Revenue)
Department. The Directo-
rate of Revenue Intelli-

Rupee Slides to Three-Week Low

A Currency Caught Between
a Strengthening Dollar
and Its Own Fragility

Even falling oil prices
and foreign inflows
couldn’t shield the rupee
from Monday’s slide —
a sign that the
underlying mood in
currency markets
remains far from settled

FAIR REPORT

MUMBALI: The Indian rupee
depreciated 20 paise to close
at 95.38 against the US dollar
on Monday;, its weakest level
in three weeks, as a strength-
ening greenback weighed on
emerging market currencies
across the board. At the inter-
bank foreign exchange mar-
ket, the currency opened at
95.25 and traded in arange of
95.22-95.48 through the ses-
sion, ultimately extending
losses from Friday’s close of
95.18.

The immediate trigger
was straightforward enough
— afirming dollar, with mar-
kets pricing in expectations
that the US Federal Reserve
could hold rates higher for
longer. But the deeper story
lies in what didn’t happen:
despite softening crude oil
prices and continued posi-
tive sentiment in domestic
equity markets, the rupee
found no meaningful sup-
port. Analysts noted that
when a currency fails to
rally on genuinely favoura-
ble news, it is often a signal
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gence and Economic Of-
fences, headquartered at
Jhalana Doongri in Jaipur,
was established after re-
structuring the erstwhile
State Directorate of Reve-
nue Intelligence into a
broader investigative
agency. Headed by a Direc-
tor General-rank officer,
the directorate is responsi-
ble for intelligence gather-
ing, investigation and
prosecution of cases in-
volving tax evasion and
financial crimes across
sectors. Its mandate covers

that underlying sentiment
remains fragile rather than
merely reactive to daily
headlines.

Compounding the pres-
sure, India’s forex reserves
dropped by USD 5.654 bil-
lion to USD 666.933 billion
for the week ended June 26,
according to the Reserve
Bank of India — a reversal
from the previous week’s
gain, and a reminder of
how far the reserve Kitty
has retreated from its all-
time high of USD 728.494
billion recorded in Febru-
ary, before the West Asia
conflict forced sustained
central bank intervention
in the forex market. Traders
also pointed to a structural
dynamic likely to persist:
whenever fresh foreign in-
flows enter the country, the
RBI appears inclined to use
the opportunity to rebuild
reserves rather than allow
the rupee to appreciate
meaningfully — a policy
stance that, whatever its
prudential merit, leaves the
currency perpetually teth-
ered rather than genuinely
strengthening.

Rajasthan appoints Cooperative
Service officer as Joint Director in
Revenue Intelligence Directorate

offences related to Goods
and Services Tax (GST),
excise, transport, mining
and minerals, registration
and stamps, besides inves-
tigating real estate fraud,
illegal land transactions,
irregularities in coopera-
tive institutions, shell
companies and fraudulent
insolvency cases. A
2015-batch  Cooperative
Service officer, Mr. Pari-
har has previously served
on deputation in the High-
er Education and Energy
Departments, including
assignments as Private
Secretary to Cabinet Min-
isters. Before joining the
Cooperative Service, he
secured the sole selection
in the Rajasthan Public
Service Commission’s 2008
College Lecturer Exami-
nation in Public Adminis-
tration.
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Vehicles are seen partially buried amid mud and boulders washed along the
rain-triggered flash floods in Jammu and Kashmir, Monday

World’s largest botanical
garden to come up in

Chhattisgarh
R

PTI

'~

PCCF Arun Kumar Pandey

FAIR REPORT
M Raipur

The Chhattisgarh Government
is planning to develop a 350-
acre botanical garden near the
Jungle Safari in Naya Raipur
under the Public-Private
Partnership (PPP) model with
aminimum proposed invest-
ment of 550 crore.

The proposed project,
located around 12 km from
Swami Vivekananda Airport,
aims to create a world-class
botanical and eco-tourism
destination while utilising
land that has remained largely
undeveloped. The State Forest
and Climate Change
Department has also pro-
posed a 43-acre botanical
garden at Nandanvan on
Bhilai Road at an estimated
cost of about %50 crore.

The final project cost would
depend on the detailed
project report and final
design. As part of the investor
outreach, representatives of
several companies visited

the Jungle Safari, the pro-
posed botanical garden site
and Nandanvan on Monday
before attending a meeting at
Aranya Bhavan in Nava

Raipur.
The meeting was chaired
by Principal Chief

Conservator of Forests (PCCF)
Arun Kumar Pandey.

Among the firms that partic-
ipated in the discussions were
Noida-based Bhutani Group,
Lucknow-based Shalimar Corp,
Anopchand-Tilokchand Group,
Avinash Group, Singhania
Buildcon, Babylon Group, Myra
Group, V-Net, Manoj Goyal and
SDF Infra. The Forest
Department has invited sug-
gestions and proposals from
prospective investors before
finalising the projects. The
proposed 350-acre botanical
garden, if completed as
planned, would be larger in
area than the 326-acre Royal
Botanic Gardens, Kew, in
London and the 273-acre
Acharya Jagadish Chandra
Bose Indian Botanic Gardenin
Kolkata.

FAIR REPORT
M Prayagraj (UP)

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath on Monday
inaugurated Prerna Park
here and unveiled statues of
Syama Prasad Mookerjee,
Atal Bihari Vajpayee and
Ashok Singhal, describing
them as three great per-
sonalities whose lives were
dedicated to nationalism,
good governance and
Sanatan values.

Addressing the gathering,
Adityanath said India’s soul
resides in Sanatan Dharma
and Lord Ram represents
the essence of the nation’s
cultural unity.

“The soul of India resides
in Sanatan Dharma, and
Lord Ram is the primary
source of India’s soul. Ram
represents the nation and
is the thread that binds
India from north to south in
unity,” he said after unveil-
ing the statues. Paying trib-
utes to Singhal, the chief
minister said the late
Vishwa Hindu Parishad
leader devoted his entire
life to Sanatan values and
the nation.

§7 |

. Yogi dedicates Prerna
Park to national icons
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UP Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath along with State Deputy Chief Minister
Keshav Prasad Maurya and others during an event organised for the
inauguration of Prerna Park in Prayagraj, Uttar Pradesh on Monday ~ pTI

“The grand Ram temple
that we see today in
Ayodhya and the trans-
formed Ayodhya of today
are founded on Ashok
Singhal ji’s vision. The Ram
Janmabhoomi movement
was the biggest cultural
movement after
Independence, bringing
saints from across the
country onto one platform,”
Adityanath said.

Recalling the Ram
Janmabhoomi movement of

the 1980s and 1990s, he said
slogans supporting the con-
struction of the Ram temple
resonated across the country,
transcending barriers of
caste, region and language
under Singhal’s leadership.

The chief minister also
said Singhal, an engineering
graduate from Banaras
Hindu University, chose to
dedicate his life to the
nation and Sanatan
Dharma instead of pursuing
a professional career.

Jaipur, Tuesday, 07 July 2026
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Delhi Government likely to rename Mahila
Samridhi Yojna to Delhi Laxmi Yojna

FAIR REPORT
M New Delhi

The BJP-led Delhi
Government is likely to
rename its proposed
‘Mahila Samridhi Yojna’ —
monthly assistance of
32,500 for eligible women
— as ‘Delhi Laxmi Yojna’
before rolling it out, a
source said.

The Government has also
prepared a registration
portal for the scheme and
is planning to launch a
mobile application aimed
at enhancing women’s
safety, the source said.

The scheme, one of the
BJP’s key promises made
during the 2025 Delhi
Assembly polls, is expect-
ed to benefit around 17
lakh women from econom-
ically weaker sections in
the national Capital.

The Women and Child
Development Department,
headed by Chief Minister
Rekha Gupta, will imple-
ment the scheme.

The scheme was earlier
expected to be announced
on June 1. However, its launch
was deferred as the govern-
ment decided to rename it,
the source told PTI.

K

The source further said
that the registration portal
has been readied and is
likely to become opera-
tional soon after the

scheme is
launched.

In the 2026-27 Budget
presented in March, Gupta
allocated %5,100 crore for
the scheme. A similar allo-
cation had also been made
in the previous fiscal, but
the rollout was delayed
due to the lack of authen-
ticated data for verifying
eligible beneficiaries.

The Chief Minister has
repeatedly said the
scheme would be

formally

launched only after putting
in place a foolproof mech-
anism to ensure that the
benefits reach genuine
beneficiaries.

A committee headed by
Gupta was constit n
March last year to oversee
the implementation of the
scheme. Itincludes several
Cabinet ministers.

The source said the eligi-
bility criteria have also
been finalised. Women
possessing a Delhi Aadhaar
number and belonging to
the below poverty line cat-
egory will be eligible to
apply for the monthly
financial assistance.

A L

Delhi MCD announces ward committee election schedule, polling on July 15

FAIR REPORT
Il New Delhi

The Municipal Corporation of
Delhi (MCD) on Monday
announced elections for six
vacant seats in its Standing
Committee and for chair-
persons and deputy chair-
persons of its 12 ward com-
mittees on July 15, more than
amonth after the polls were
cancelled indefinitely.

The Municipal Secretary
issued separate notices noti-
fying the election schedule,
stating that the last date to
file nomination papers is

July 10. The elections were
earlier scheduled for June 3
but were postponed “until
further orders” on May 27.
The MCD had not cited any
reason for the decision. At
the time, Leader of the
Opposition Ankush Narang
of AAP had alleged that the
BJP had deferred the polls
due to internal differences.

The Standing Committee
currently has 12 members
against its sanctioned
strength of 18 after nine
members retired on March 31
following the completion of
the delayed draw of lots

process. Of the retired
members, six belonged to

Subsequently, three vacan-

cies were filled by the House

the BJP and three to the Aam  on April 29, while six seats

Aadmi Party (AAP).

remained vacant. Jai Bhagwan

Yadav from Begumpur and
Manish Chadha from
Paharganj were elected to
the committee from the BJP,
while Jajal Chaudhary from
Shalimar Bagh was elected
from the AAP.

The elections to the
Standing Committee will be
held in Keshav Puram,
Narela, Central, Najafgarh,
Shahdara South, and Karol
Bagh ward committees,
electing one member each.

The vacancies arose fol-
lowing the rotation-based
retirement of Shikha
Bhardwaj, Anju Deuvi,

Inderjeet Sehrawat, Rajpal
Singh, Neemaa Bhagat and
Ankush Narang under the
provisions of the Delhi
Municipal Corporation Act.

Apart from electing
Standing Committee
members in the six con-
cerned ward committees,
all 12 ward committees will
elect their chairpersons and
deputy chairpersons.

The standing committee is
the highest decision-making
body of the MCD and is
responsible for granting
approval unanimously to
proposals.

A A L O T T

Gurugram launches inspection
drive for school buses

Landing, parking charges waiver for airlines
unlikely to continue at m

FAIR REPORT
M New Delhi

Airports tariff regulator AERA
is unlikely to extend the 25
per cent waiver in landing
and parking charges for
domestic flights across major
airports, according to sources.

The Airports Economic
Regulatory Authority (AERA),
on the civil aviation min-
istry’s directive on April 7,
announced a three-month
waiver for all domestic
flights in the wake of the
West Asia turmoil posing
financial challenges for the
airlines.

The sources on Monday

said that airport operators
have not received any exten-
sion order regarding the
reduced landing and parking
charges, and, per se, the
waiver has lapsed.

There was no immediate
response from the civil avia-
tion ministry on the issue.

“Landing and parking

charges (part of aeronautical
tariff) at all major airports
shall be reduced by 25 per
cent from the prevailing tariff.
This reduction shall take
effect immediately and will
be applicable on all domes-
tic flights for a period of three
months,” AERA had said in its
order dated April 7.

FAIR REPORT

.M Gurugram

Following the Haryana Human Rights
Commission’s directives, the Gurugram
administration began a special joint inspec-
tion drive for school buses to ensure safe
school commutes for students, an official

said on Monday.

On the first day of the drive, 105 buses

operated by various schools underwent thor-
ough inspections regarding all safety stan-
dards prescribed under the Safe School
Vehicle Policy and Motor Vehicle Rules, the
official said.

“On the first day of inspection, irregular-
ities were found in only a few buses and
notices will be issued to concerned school
operators. If deficiencies are not rectified
within a week, action will be taken accord-

ing to the rule,” said Harendra Veer, ADTO
and Assistant Secretary (RTA), Gurugram.

The special campaign will continue for 15
consecutive days, during which approxi-
mately 4,500 school buses operating in the
district will be inspected, he said.

“People Come and Go, Relations ~ History’s Biggest Listing, Zero Rupees

Endure”: Rome’s Calculated
Shrug at Trump’s Latest Jibe

A doctored meme, a
mocking caption, and
an alliance under
strain — but ltaly’s
studied restraint may
say more than
outrage ever could

FAIR REPORT

ROME : US President
Donald Trump on Sunday
posted a doctored image
of himself alongside Ital-
ian Prime Minister Gior-
gia Meloni on Truth So-
cial, captioned “Restrain-
ing Order Needed” — the
latest salvo in a public
feud that has curdled what
was once among Trump’s
warmest relationships
with a European leader.
Meloni herself did not re-
spond. Her office declined
to comment. It fell instead
to Defence Minister Guido
Crosetto to manage the
moment, telling Sky T'G24
that “people come and go
but relations must en-
dure,” while insisting Ita-

ly’s priority remained
maintaining stable ties
with Washington. Foreign
Minister Antonio Tajani
struck a similarly meas-
ured note, expressing con-
fidence that transatlantic
relations extend “well be-
yond individual
comments.”The post re-
vives a dispute that erupt-
ed after last month’s G7
summit in France, where
Trump claimed Meloni

had “begged” him for a
photograph to shore up
her flagging domestic ap-
proval — an allegation
Meloni flatly rejected, de-
claring that “neither I nor
Italy ever beg.” Trump has
since doubled down re-
peatedly, tying his criti-
cism to Italy’s reluctance
to back US military action
against Iran and to broad-
er disagreements, includ-
ing an earlier clash over

Trump’s remarks about
Pope Leo XIV The timing
is scarcely incidental: the
exchange lands just as
both leaders prepare to at-
tend the NATO summit in
Ankara, where they may
meet face to face for the
first time since the rift be-
came public — a test of
whether personal insult
and alliance management
can be kept, however awk-
wardly, in separate rooms.

for NSE: The Curious Economics of
India’s ¥30,000-Crore IPO

The exchange that
dominates Indian
trading is about to
make history on a
rival’s platform —
and not a single new
rupee will flow into its
own coffers

FAIR REPORT

MUMBALI : The National
Stock Exchange has filed
draft papers with SEBI
for an IPO estimated at
around 30,000 crore, po-
sitioning it to overtake
Hyundai Motor India’s
27,859-crore issue as the
largest public listing in
Indian market history. At
the mooted valuation of
nearly 5 lakh crore, the
offering values NSE at
roughly 48 times its F'Y26
profit — a striking multi-
ple for an exchange
whose profit actually fell
15.5 per cent this year, to
10,302 crore, even as rev-
enue slipped 3.1 per cent.

The structure carries

|

its own irony. The entire
issue is a 100 per cent of-
fer for sale, meaning ex-
isting shareholders —
led by LIC with its 10.72
per cent stake, alongside
SBI, GIC Re, and other
public-sector institu-
tions — will be the sole
beneficiaries. Not a ru-
pee reaches NSE itself.
For SBI, whose average
acquisition cost sits at a
mere 80 paise a share, the
listing could deliver re-

turns running into thou-
sands of times its origi-
nal investment.

Perhaps the sharpest
irony of all: India’s dom-
inant exchange, unable
to list on its own plat-
form under regulatory
rules, will make its stock-
market debut on its
smaller rival, the BSE.

The listing arrives
only after NSE cleared a
long shadow — the co-lo-
cation and dark-fibre

settled in June 2025 for

1,387 crore, the largest
settlement SEBI has ever
extracted. With that hur-
dle cleared and market-
ing set to begin across
global financial centres,
the real test now shifts to
public investors: wheth-
er they will pay a premi-
um multiple for a monop-
oly whose profits are, for
the moment, moving in
the wrong direction.
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PERMISSION MANDTORY FOR

RSS MARCH: PRIYANK KHARGE

Karnataka Home Minister Priyank Kharge on Monday said
prior permission is mandatory for the RSS to hold its route
march in the state, as long as he remains a minister. He
asked, if permission is required even for a small Ganesh
pandal to be erected during the Ganesh Chaturthi festival,
shouldn't an organisation, which is called “world's biggest
NGO" and receives donations from foreign countries, seek
permission when hosting mega events? "It (permission) is
required because, as we (the Government) submitted to the
High Court following the stampede incident (outside
Chinnaswamy Stadium during RCB IPL victory celebration in
2025) the criterion for seeking permission for mega events
applies. Accordingly, let them seek permission; whether to

grant it or not is left to us,” he said.

MANJHI ROOTS FOR SEPARATE
ELECTORATES FOR SCs, STs

Union minister Jitan Ram Manjhi on Monday lamented the
condition of Scheduled Castes in the country, and called for
separate electorates for SCs and STs where only people
belonging to these communities would vote. Addressing
party workers during the State council meeting of
Hindustani Awam Morcha (Secular), the party chief said,
“Had Dr BR Ambedkar's views prevailed in the 1932 Poona
Pact, leading to separate electorates for SCs and STs where
only voters belonging to these communities would vote,
the outcome would have been entirely different.” He
claimed that since universal voting is allowed in seats
reserved for SCs and STs, voters belonging to “dominant”
castes exert influence over elected candidates.

“In reserved constituencies, our people do vote, but
when it comes to earning a livelihood, they are the ones
who are left to till the land and earn wages. It is the
influential people who take it all,” the former CM said. He
alleged that Mahatma Gandhi's fast-unto-death before the
Poona Pact had forced Ambedkar to concede his demand.
The ideological tussle between Gandhi and Ambedkar on
separate electorates for SCs and STs had culminated in the
Poona Pact wherein the latter conceded to allowing
separate electorates where all voters.

INS Mahendragiri to Join Navy on July 11

FAIR REPORT
M New Delhi

Indigenous stealth frigate
‘Mahendragiri’, endowed
with state-of-the-art
weapons, including surface-
to-surface and surface-to-air
missile systems, and a
cutting-edge sensor suite, is
set to be commissioned into
the Indian Navy on July 11,
officials said on Monday.
Designed by the Navy’s
Warship Design Bureau
(WDB) and built by MDL
Mumbai, ‘Mahendragiri’ is
the sixth ship of the Nilgiri-
class (Project 17A). It is
capable of undertaking anti-
air, anti-surface and anti-
submarine operations, and is
equally suited for maritime
security, power projection,
humanitarian assistance and

NATION

FAIR REPORT

M New Delhi

Union Minister Amit Shah on
Monday announced a cooperative
life insurance company and said
‘Bharat Taxi’ services will expand to
500 cities within two years.
Speaking at the 5th Foundation
Day of the Ministry of Cooperation
in New Delhi, Shah said the ministry
has revitalised the cooperative
movement, which he described
as neglected under previous
Governments.

He also stressed the need to
eliminate corruption in profession-
al appointments to strengthen cred-
ibility in the cooperative sector.

India has around 8.5 lakh coop-
eratives with more than 30 crore
members. Shah said the ministry
has introduced several policy mea-
sures to modernise the cooperative
system, making it more transparent,
technology-driven, and competi-
tive. He noted that ‘Bharat Taxi’, a
ride-hailing platform under a coop-
erative model, will expand to 500
cities over the next two years.

Shah added that the cooperative
sector will establish a life insurance
company to support growth in the
insurance industry. He noted that
IFFCO-TOKIO, a joint venture involv-

Union Home Minister Amit Shah addressing the 5th Foundation Day ceremony of the Ministry
of Cooperation at the Bharat Mandapam in New Delhi on Monday

ing fertiliser cooperative IFFCO, is
already active in this sector.

In India, there are 26 life insurance
companies.

Bharat Taxi, operated by Sahakar
Taxi Cooperative Ltd, is a driver-
focused mobility platform under the
cooperative model. It has 6.37 lakh
registered drivers and 35.77 lakh reg-
istered customers.

Bharat Taxi operates under
Sahakar Taxi Cooperative Ltd in
Delhi-NCR, Gujarat, Lucknow,
Chandigarh, Mumbai, Jaipur, and
Kanpur. Itis scheduled to launch in
Ranchi, Patna, Guwahati, Bhopal,
Kolkata, Indore, and Nagpur in the
coming months.

Shah noted that cooperatives
have expanded into sectors beyond

Jaipur, Tuesday, 07 July 2026

FAIR REPORT 03

Bharat Taxi to expand to 500 cities in 2 years: Shah

dairy, sugar, fertiliser, and banking.

Shah mentioned that model bye-
laws allowing Primary Agricultural
Credit Societies (PACS) to undertake
over 25 business activities have
been adopted by all states.

These PACS now function beyond
credit, covering retail, storage,
healthcare, fuel, and digital services.

A total of 394 PACS have applied
to operate retail fuel outlets, with
3 outlets already commissioned.
Over 54,000 PACS are functioning as
Common Service Centres, and 4,248
PACS have been approved for Jan
Aushadhi Kendras.

Shah said that ‘Tribhuvan’ Sahkari
University is being set up in Anand,
Gujarat, to address human resource
needs in the cooperative sector.

He stated that the university will
train professionals in banking, dairy,
marketing, agriculture, fertilisers,
and other cooperative fields. He
added that appointments will be
based on merit. Professional manage-
mentwill be implemented in phases,
from primary cooperative societies
to top institutions. This will increase
transparency, improve work effi-
ciency, and check corruption related
to appointments.

Referring to the initial appre-
hension that the Union Ministry
would interfere in the functioning

of State Governments, since coop-
eration is a State subject, he said
that even the Congress-ruled states
have not complained about this in
the last five years.

Shah said the Union Ministry is
not meant to interfere in State
subjects. He added that it was
created to help states and for
policy-making. He expressed con-
fidence that the cooperative sector
would play a key role in making
‘Viksit Bharat’ by 2047.

Shah said he is fully confident
that when the country celebrates
the centenary of independence
in 2047, the strong foundation of
Viksit Bharat will be the coopera-
tive movement. He said the NDA
and BJP Governments have always
worked for all-around develop-
ment for the benefit of the poor
and rural population. He cited
many new ministries created by
the NDA Government.

During the event, Sh 1id
foundation stones and inaugu-
rated several major projects and
initiatives.

These included the transfer of 135
godowns with a total capacity of
75,000 tonnes, the inauguration of
85 godowns, and the laying of the
foundation stone for 47 grain
storage godowns.

Amarnath cave’s ice stalagmite shrinking rapidly

FAIR REPORT
M Jammu

disaster relief (HADR), search
and rescue, and sustained
presence missions, a Navy
spokesperson said.

“The frigate is equipped
with an advanced suite of
indigenous and state-of-the-
art weapons and sensors,
including surface-to-surface
and surface-to-air missile
systems, sophisticated elec-

The naturally formed ice
stalagmite in the Amarnath
cave shrine is melting fast,
raising concerns among
devotees and shrine board
authorities.

Since the beginning of the
pilgrimage on July 3, more
than 65,000 pilgrims have
already performed darshan
inside the holy cave till late
Monday evening. Each day, a
large number of pilgrims
reach Pahalgam and Baltal
base camps to undertake the
pilgrimage.

According to ground
reports, it is the second con-
secutive year that a natural-
ly formed ice stalagmite has
begun melting in such a
short period. The pilgrim-
age is scheduled to culmi-
nate on August 28, coincid-
ing with Shravan Purnima
and Raksha Bandhan.

A devotee from Jammu
who performed darshan

cave area.

inside the cave shrine on
July 4 told The Pioneer that
the ice stalagmite was fast
shrinking due to the heavy
influx of pilgrims in the

Lieutenant Governor Manoj
Sinha, who is also the
Chairman of the Shri
Amarnathji Shrine Board, said
an overwhelming number of
devotees are arriving for the
Amarnath pilgrimage, includ-
ing many without prior regis-

tration. He urged unregis-
tered pilgrims to wait for
their turn, noting that the
number of pilgrims allowed
on both routes is capped in
accordance with Supreme
Court guidelines and cannot
be increased. The LG said the
administration is making
every effort to ensure a safe
and smooth pilgrimage and
appealed to devotees to coop-
erate with authorities and
follow prescribed directions.
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smooth pilgrimage.

In Jammu, Inspector
General of Police (IGP) BS
Tuti appealed to the pil-
grims not to travel to
Kashmir without valid reg-
istration. The Divisional
Commissioner, Jammu,
Ramesh Kumar, said only
registered pilgrims are
allowed to proceed and
appealed to devotees to
follow all security and traffic
advisories to ensure a

FAIR REPORT
M Chandigarh

Haryana: Surjewala alleges
irregularities in HTET exams

the Haryana

plete questions.

Congress MP Randeep Singh
Surjewala on Monday alleged
large-scale irregularities in
Teacher
Eligibility Test (HTET) for TGT
and PRT levels, claiming that
the examination process had
been marred by broken seals
on question paper packets,
printing errors, and incom-

Surjewala sought a judicial
inquiry by a sitting judge of the
high courtinto the entire HTET
examination process. In a
statement, the Congress
leader alleged that afterirreg-
ularities reported in the HTET
PGT (Level 3) examination
held on July 4, more serious
lapses surfaced during the
TGT (Level 2) or Trained
Graduate Level and PRT (Level
1) or Primary Teacher exami-
nations conducted on July 5.

He claimed that seals of
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question paper pack re
found broken at several exam-
ination centres in various dis-
tricts, including Rewari, Jhajjar,
Rohtak, Faridabad and
Ambala, raising concerns over
the confidentiality of the
examination.

The Congress leader further
alleged that the TGT and PRT
papers contained numerous
errors, including missing
underlined words, incomplete
questions, incorrect transla-
tions, meaningless words,
duplicate answer options and
discrepancies between the
Hindi and English versions of
several questions.

tronic warfare capabilities,
comprehensive anti-subma-
rine warfare systems and
an integrated combat
management system,” the
official said.

Incorporating advanced
stealth features, enhanced
survivability, reduced radar
signature and a high degree
of automation, the frigate is

powered by a modern
Combined Diesel or Gas
(CODOG) propulsion system,
enabling high-speed opera-
“exceptional
endurance across the full
spectrum of maritime

tions with

missions”.

Named

“With over 75 per cent
indigenous
‘Mahendragiri’ exemplifies
the Government of India’s
Aatmanirbhar Bharat initia-
tive,” the Navy said.
after
Mahendragiri mountain
range in the Eastern Ghats,
the frigate embodies
resilience, strength and
unwavering resolve, the
Indian Navy said.

It will serve as a “formida-
ble force multiplier, safeguard-
ing nation’s maritime inter-
ests and contributing to a

content,

the itsaid.

compared
(Shivalik-class).

secure, stable and prosperous
Indo-Pacific,” the Navy said.
The frigate was delivered
on April 30 at Mazagon Dock
Shipbuilders Limited (MDSL),
Mumbai. Its construction
has brought together a vast
network of Indian indus-
tries, including numerous
Micro, Small and Medium
Enterprises (MSMEs), gener-
ating employment while
strengthening the nation’s
defence industrial base,

The commissioning of this
frigate marks another signif-
icant milestone in the suc-
cessful execution of the
Project 17A programme. The
ships under this programme
are fitted with an advanced
weapon and sensor suite as
to the P17

FAIR REPORT
B Ahmedabad

In a major boost to India’s
defence manufacturing ambi-
tions, the foundation stone for
Adani Group’s proposed
%2,500-crore defence manu-
facturing facility was laid in § ;
Shivpuri, Madhya Pradesh,on & r L
Friday. The project is expect-
ed to emerge as South Asia’s
largest private missile ecosys-
tem and strengthen the
country’s indigenous defence
production capabilities.

The ceremony was attend-
ed by Madhya Pradesh Chief
Minister Mohan Yadav, Union
Minister Jyotiraditya Scindia,
along with senior officials from
the Adani Group, including
Jeet Adani and Karan Adani.

B

the integrated facility

According to the company,

support the entire missile
manufacturing value chain —
from sourcing raw materials
to producing mission-ready
systems at a single location.
The plant is also expected to
manufacture a range of
modern defence equipment,
including assault rifles,

Adani Group to build 32,500-crore
defence manufacturing hub in MP

SR b

pistols, sub-machine guns
and other military hardware
for the armed forces.

The investment is project-
ed to generate over 2,000
direct and around 10,000
indirect employment oppor-
tunities, while contributing
to infrastructure and indus-
trial development in the
Shivpuri region.

will
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Punjab Police Counter-Intelligence wing busts 8 terror modules in 2026, arrests 117

FAIR REPORT
M New Delhi/Chandigarh

In the first five and a half months
of 2026, the Punjab Police’s
Counter-Intelligence (CI) Wing
acted against several terrorist
groups in the State. Official data
shows that between 1 January and
19 June 2026, the Wing dismantled
eight terrorist modules, arrested
117 suspects, and solved nine
terror-related cases. These results
show the Wing is becoming more
effective, with faster responses
and important recoveries of
weapons, explosives, and drugs.

Punjab is still a main target for
Pakistan’s Inter-Services
Intelligence (ISI) and Khalistani
extremist groups such as Babbar
Khalsa International (BKI).
Handlers based in Pakistan,
Europe, or the Gulf continue to
send weapons and explosives
and spread radical ideas. By
working with State Special
Operations Cells (SSOCs), district
police, central agencies, and other
states, the Cl Wing has stopped
several plots before they could
become major attacks.

Several major operations in
early 2026 highlight this trend. In

April, the CI Wing and Gujarat’s
Anti-Terrorism Squad broke up a
terror group backed by the ISI.
They arrested three people from
Amritsar and Tarn Taran and
seized hand grenades and a
modern pistol. The group was
connected to handlers in Pakistan
and planned to disrupt peace
in Punjab.

Shortly after, SSOC Amritsar,
SSOC Mohali, and the CI Wing
worked together to break up
another ISI-backed group. They
arrested one person who had four
hand grenades and two foreign
pistols. Early investigations con-
nected this person to a recent
grenade attack in Chandigarh.
Director General of Police Gaurav
Yadav said the accused was acting
on orders from foreign handlers.

Quickly solving attacks has
been anotherimportant achieve-
ment. In early June, Gurdaspur
Police and the CI Wing solved a
grenade attack in Kalanaur in
only six hours. They arrested the
main suspect using both techni-
cal tools and information from
people. The investigation pointed
to a handler based abroad. In
another case in May, three sus-
pects were arrested in a different
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Punjab DGP Gaurav Yadav

Gurdaspur grenade case, and
another grenade was found at a
suspect’s home. Both cases
involved UAPA and Explosive
Substances Act charges and were
linked to foreign handlers. has
also handled overlapping threats.

In May, Cl Amritsar broke up a
group linked to BKI, arrested two
associates of foreign handlers, and
seized two hand grenades intend-
ed for attacks on Government
offices. Other operations led to the
recovery of five Glock pistols in
Ferozepur, several pistols and

heroin in Amritsar and Tarn Taran,
and weapons connected to terror-
gangster networks with handlers
in Germany and Dubai.

The CIWing responded quickly
to a new ISI tactic involving SIM-
enabled, solar-powered spy
cameras placed near sensitive
military and police locations to
monitor movements and send
footage. The Wing noticed early
signs of this threat in late March
and early April 2026, before similar
detections were made elsewhere.

The Punjab Police stopped

|

recruits before they could use the
cameras. State-wide checks and
warnings to other agencies pre-
vented several attempts. This
proactive approach also helped
wider efforts, as information from
Punjab led to the identification
and arrest of Pakistan-linked
suspects in 17 states and union
territories since mid-2025.

Drug and arms smuggling
groups, often linked to terror
funding, have also faced major
crackdowns. Cl units in Amritsar,
Ferozepur, and other areas seized

large amounts of heroin, foreign
pistols, and cash, all connected to
handlers across the border. In
total, eight modules were busted,
117 people were arrested, and
nine incidents were solved, result-
ing in improved security. Several
planned grenade attacks on police
and infrastructure were stopped.
Investigations have often traced
these networks to foreign han-
dlers and built connections to
support more arrests.

The CI Wing’s work shows
strong teamwork with other

agencies and effective use of
technology, including CCTV, call
records, digital evidence, and
human sources in border areas.
DGP, Punjab Police, Gaurav Yadav,
has often emphasised “a zero-tol-
erance approach to terror, organ-
ised crime, and narco-terror
links”. “Operations usually result
in quick FIRs at SSOC police sta-
tions and thorough investiga-
tions. Because of this, the CI
wing has been able to resolve
cases in hours or days rather than
weeks, which has increased
deterrence and public trust”, the
DGP told The Pioneer.

ISI still targets radicalised youth
and diaspora groups and uses
hawala channels. Foreign handlers
keep changing tactics, moving
from direct attacks to hybrid threats
like spying, fake currency, and
using gangsters. Even so, Punjab
Police’s Cl Wing has shown it can
keep up with these changes
through speed, accuracy, and deter-
mination. In a border state with a
complex history, these results in
just five and a half months are
impressive. They show that proac-
tive intelligence, strong action,
and teamwork are the most effec-
tive ways to fight terrorism.
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First Major Step for
Chittorgarh Bypass, Land

Beyond the Uniform: Rajasthan Police Begins
a New Experiment in Citizen-Centric Policing

As 55 newly recruited Rajasthan Police Service officers begin a 104-week foundational programme, the emphasis
shifts from authority to accountability, reflecting the changing expectations from modern law enforcement.
i

FAIR REPORT

JAIPUR: The Rajasthan
Police on Monday marked
the beginning of a new
chapter in its leadership
pipeline as 55 newly re-
cruited Rajasthan Police
Service (RPS) officers com-
menced their 104-week
foundational training at
the Rajasthan Police
Academy, with the State’s
top police leadership urg-
ing them to redefine polic-
ing through professional-
ism, empathy and public
trust.

Inaugurating the 59th
Basic Training Course,
Director General of Police
Rajeev Kumar Sharma
said the responsibility of
wearing the uniform ex-
tends beyond enforcing
the law. He described po-

Bail, Not Vindication: Nida
Khan Walks Free Even as TCS

licing as a constitutional
obligation rooted in integ-
rity, impartiality, account-
ability and service, urging
the probationers to em-
brace a people-centric ap-
proach in an era of evolv-

Conversion Case Deepens

Court cites
pregnancy in granting
relief to key accused,
but the wider probe
into coerced faith
conversion and
harassment at the
Nashik BPO shows no
signs of narrowing

FAIR REPORT

NASHIK: A Nashik ses-
sions court on Monday
granted bail to Nida Khan,
one of the accused in the
alleged religious conver-
sion and sexual harass-
ment case linked to a Tata
Consultancy Services-as-
sociated BPO unit, even as
the broader investigation
into the affair continued
to widen. Additional Ses-
sions Judge K.G. Joshi
also granted bail to co-ac-
cused Tausif Attar, while
rejecting the plea of an-
other accused, Danish
Shaikh.

Khan’s counsel had ar-
gued primarily on the
ground of her pregnancy,
while the defence for oth-
er accused pointed to the
completed chargesheet
asremoving any need for

continued custodial de-
tention. Khan was ar-
rested in May after evad-
ing arrest for 42 days,
having earlier been de-
nied anticipatory bail on
grounds that the court
found the allegations se-
rious enough to warrant
custody. The case forms
part of a broader Special
Investigation Team
probe into nine linked
cases alleging exploita-
tion, attempted forced

religious conversion,
hurting of religious sen-
timents, molestation,

and mental harassment
of employees at the TCS
Nashik unit. TCS has
stated it maintains a ze-
ro-tolerance policy to-
ward such conduct and
has suspended employ-
ees implicated in the on-
going investigation.

That bail has been
granted on medical
grounds changes little
about the gravity of the
underlying allegations —
a reminder that liberty
pending trial is a legal
entitlement, not an ac-
quittal.

ing security challenges.
His remarks reflect a
broader shift in policing
philosophy across India,
where public confidence,
technological adaptation
and community engage-

ment are increasingly re-
garded as essential com-
plements to conventional
law enforcement. As cy-
bercrime, organised fi-
nancial fraud and digital
misinformation become

more complex, police
leadership has sought to
equip young officers with
a wider set of professional
and ethical competencies.

The training pro-
gramme, based on the Bu-
reau of Police Research
and Development’s model
curriculum, integrates
classroom instruction
with field exposure, phys-
ical conditioning, leader-
ship development, human
rights, ethics and contem-
porary investigative prac-
tices. The objective is to
prepare officers capable
of balancing operational
efficiency with constitu-
tional values.

Director General
(Training) Anil Paliwal
underscored the impor-
tance of discipline and
lifelong learning, while

Rajasthan Police Acade-
my Director Sanjeeb Ku-
mar Narzary said the cur-
riculum has been de-
signed to produce compe-
tent, accountable and citi-
zen-oriented police lead-
ers.

For Rajasthan Police,
the significance of the
new batch extends beyond
numbers. At a time when
policing is increasingly
judged not only by crime
statistics but also by insti-
tutional credibility and
public confidence, the
Academy’s emphasis on
sensitivity, transparency
and professional excel-
lence signals an attempt
to prepare a generation of
officers equipped for the
demands of democratic
policing in the twenty-
first century.

BJP Pays Tribute to Dr. Syama
Prasad Mookerjee, Holds Tree

o e—l
MLA Shrichand
Kriplani says
Mookerjee’s
nationalism and
sacrifice continue to
inspire party workers
FAIR REPORT

Chittorgarh: On the birth
anniversary of Jana Sangh
founder Dr. Syama Prasad
Mookerjee, the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) on
Monday organised a trib-
ute programme at Dr. Sy-
ama Prasad Mookerjee Cir-
clenear JK Tiraha. Former
Autonomous Governance

Minister and Nimbahera
MLA Shrichand Kriplani,
along with BJP leaders
and workers, paid floral
tribute to the statue of Dr.
Mookerjee. Saplings were
also planted under the ‘Ek
Ped Maa Ke Naam’ and
‘Hariyalo Rajasthan’ cam-
paigns. Addressing the
programme, MLA Kripla-
ni said Dr. Syama Prasad
Mookerjee dedicated his
entire life to the unity, in-
tegrity and cultural iden-
tity of the nation. He said
Dr. Mookerjee’s ideology
of nationalism, sacrifice

Plantation Drive in Nimbahera

and dedication continues
to inspire every BJP work-
er. He appealed to party
workers to take Dr. Mook-
erjee’s ideals to the people.
After the tribute pro-
gramme, a tree plantation
drive was held at Shyama
Prasad Mookerjee Garden.
Kriplani said tree planta-
tion is not just a formality
but a responsibility to-
wards environmental pro-
tection. He appealed to
people to take care of the
planted saplings and en-
courage more people to
join the campaign. Kripla-

= S8 AL N
ni said that on the BJP’s
organisational call, Dr.
Mookerjee’s birth anniver-
sary was also observed at
every booth in the Nimba-
hera Assembly constitu-
ency. Party workers paid
floral tribute and planted
saplings to spread the mes-
sage of environmental
protection. Former MLA
Ashok Navlakha, former
Zila Pramukh Gabbar Sin-
gh Ahir, BJP office-bear-
ers, public representatives
and a large number of
party workers were pre-
sent at the programme.

ANEW ENVOY FOR PYONGYANG: INDIA RECALIBRATES
ITS QUIETEST DIPLOMATIC FRONTIER

The appointment of
Sanjeev Jain as India’s
next Ambassador to
North Korea marks a
fresh chapter in one
of New Delhi’s most
understated bilateral
relationships

FAIR REPORT

NEW DELHI: The Minis-
try of External Affairs on
Monday announced the ap-
pointment of Sanjeev Jain,
presently India’s Ambas-
sador to the Republic of
Cabo Verde, as the coun-
try’s next Ambassador to
the Democratic People’s
Republic of Korea. The
move continues India’s
gradual re-engagement

with Pyongyang, a rela-
tionship long defined more
by careful silence than by
active diplomacy.

Jain, a 2008-batch Indian
Foreign Service officer,
brings to the assignment a
career built on breadth
rather than singular spe-
cialisation — postings
across parliamentary af-
fairs, consular work, press
relations, science and tech-
nology cooperation, cul-
ture, and trade have taken
him through Indian mis-
sions in Dubai, Paris,
Kandy, Berlin, Tokyo, and
Osaka. He was, notably, In-
dia’s first resident Ambas-
sador to Cabo Verde. Before
that posting, he served at

the MEA’s headquarters
handling the ASEAN verti-
cal and contributed to or-
ganising multilateral con-
claves, including the BRICS
Summit in Goa. He holds a
Bachelor of Science degree

from Delhi University.

The appointment ar-
rives against a backdrop
that lends it more weight
than the announcement’s
brevity suggests. India’s
embassy in Pyongyang,

shuttered in July 2021 amid
pandemic-era restrictions,
was reopened only in De-
cember 2024 following an
extended security assess-
ment — ending a four-year
gap in resident diplomatic

presence. New Delhi’s en-
gagement with the North
Korean regime has always
been a delicate exercise: a
relationship with roots in
the 1960s, shaped histori-
cally by India’s role in the
Neutral Nations Repatria-
tion Commission after the
Korean War, yet conducted
today under the long shad-
ow of Pyongyang’s nuclear
posture and international
isolation.

That India continues to
staff this post at all — qui-
etly, deliberately, without
fanfare — says something
about the enduringlogic of
keeping channels open
even where influence is
limited.

Acquisition Begins in 9 Villages

8.14-km four-lane
bypass to directly
connect NH-48 with
NH-27, cut travel
distance by 40 km
and save around 30
minutes

FAIR REPORT

Chittorgarh: The pro-
posed 8.14-km Chittor-
garh Bypass, which will
directly connect Nation-
al Highway-48
(Bhilwara-Chittorgarh)
with National High-
way-27  (Chittorgarh-
Kota), has moved for-
ward with the issue of a
preliminary land acqui-
sition notification by the
Ministry of Road Trans-
port and Highways. MP
C.P. Joshi said the minis-
try has published the no-
tification in the Gazette.
The proposed bypass
will pass through Dat,
Suwania, Bhawanipura,
Medikheda and Shivpu-
ra villages in Gangrar
tehsil, and Biliya, Nagri,
Gurjarkheda and Aan-
walheda villages in Bas-
si tehsil. Around 127.26
hectares of land from
these nine villages will
be acquired at an esti-
mated cost of Rs 116.98
crore. The final notifica-
tion will be issued after
objections and hearings.

After the bypass is com-
pleted, the present dis-
tance of about 48 km be-
tween Dat on NH-48 and
Aanwalheda on NH-27
will be reduced to just 8
km. This will shorten the
journey by about 40 km
and save nearly 30 min-
utes. The project will
mainly benefit heavy ve-
hicles travelling between
Bhilwara, Gangrar, Be-
gun and Kota. It is also
expected to reduce traf-
fic inside Chittorgarh
city, lower accident risk
and improve traffic flow
on the national high-
ways. According to an
NHAI traffic survey,
around 49,645 vehicles
are expected to use the
bypass every day. The by-
pass will be a 140-metre-
wide four-lane road. It
will include one bridge
over the Bedach River
and two railway over-
bridges (ROBs). MP
Joshi said the bypass
will boost industrial,
business and tourism ac-
tivities and will work
like a ring road for the
city. If all procedures are
completed on time, NHAI
may invite construction
tenders by March 2027,
and the project is expect-
ed to be completed in one
to two years.

Guide Association Demands
Action Against Unauthorized
Guides at Chittorgarh Fort

Memorandum
submitted to SP,
human chain formed
against touts
misleading tourists

FAIR REPORT

Chittorgarh: To prevent
the negative impact of
increasing incidents of
unauthorized persons
and touts misleading
tourists at the world-fa-
mous Chittorgarh Fort,
the Chittorgarh Guide
Association submitted a
memorandum to the Su-
perintendent of Police
demanding action
against unauthorized
touts. In the memoran-
dum, the association
stated that as per Central
Law, only Tourism De-
partment-authorized
guides are permitted to
provide guiding services
at the fort, palaces and
museum. However, due
to negligence, unauthor-
ized touts are active from
the Collectorate area to
the city, and from Padan

Pol to Ram Pol and the
ticket window, despite
the administration being
aware of the issue. The
association said that peo-
ple misleading tourists
for personal gain are
damaging the image of
the fort’s history, while
local people are also fac-
ing problems. It added
that the Rajasthan Police
Act, 2007 provides for ac-
tion against unauthor-
ized guides and touts
under various legal pro-
visions. The Guide Asso-
ciation also offered to
assist the administration
in identifying such per-
sons. The association
staged a protest at the
district headquarters,
formed a human chain
and raised slogans. Sen-
ior members alleged that
due to the administra-
tion’s negligence, the
network of unauthorized
guides in the fort prem-
ises is continuously ex-
panding, resulting in
tourists being misled.

Temple Targeted Again: Thieves
Steal Cash and Goods Worth 71.5
Lakh After Breaking Donation Box

Accused also took
away CCTV DVR to
destroy evidence; same
temple was targeted
six months ago

FAIR REPORT

Chittorgarh: Thieves
struck again at the Amba
Mata and Kalika Mata Tem-
ple near the Polytechnic
College in Bojunda under
Sadar police station limits.
Late atnight, they broke the
temple locks and stole cash
from the donation box
along with an inverter, bat-
tery, CCTV DVR and LED,
causingaloss of around 1.5
lakh. Police reached the
spot after receiving infor-
mation and started an in-
vestigation. Temple priest
Babulal said a wedding

function was held near the
temple till around midnight
on Sunday. After the func-
tion ended, the thieves en-
tered the temple by break-
ing the locks. On Monday
morning, when he came for
prayers, he found the locks
broken and the donation
box damaged. The thieves
stole 40,000-50,000 collect-
ed in the donation box over
the last two months, an in-
verter and battery worth
around 60,000,and a CCTV
DVR and LED worth about
30,000. The accused also
removed the CCTV DVR
and LED to destroy evi-
dence and avoid identifica-
tion. Police are now check-
ing CCTV footage from
nearby areas to trace the
suspects.
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