
 JDA’S DOUBLE FACE: BULLDOZERS FOR THE CAMERAS, 
ALLEGED COLLUSION FOR THE COLONIES

FAIR REPORT 
HEMRAJ TIKAMCHAND

Jaipur: The Jaipur Devel-
opment Authority (JDA) 
has turned demolition 
into a weekly spectacle — 
bulldozers rolling over il-
legal plots, cameras roll-
ing alongside, press notes 
following within hours. 
But behind the dust and 
photo-ops lies a question 
the authority has yet to 
answer: if  JDA’s enforce-
ment machinery is truly 
this vigilant, how are 
fresh illegal colonies still 
springing up across the 
city?

The bulldozer runs. 
The officers don’t. : Eve-
ry demolition drive ends 
with a triumphant press 
note. What it never ends 

with, residents and com-
plainants allege, is action 
against the officials in 
whose jurisdiction the il-
legal construction was al-
lowed to rise in the first 
place. Multi-storey struc-
tures do not appear over-
night without land-use 
conversion, without ap-
provals, without notice — 
so did the enforcement 
inspector, the patwari, 
and the zonal officer sim-
ply not know? If  they 
knew, why did no action 
follow? And if  they genu-
inely didn’t know, what 
does that say about their 
competence — or their ac-
countability?

Demolition here, 
fresh construction 
there : Local sources al-
lege something more trou-

bling than mere ineffi-
ciency: that even as JDA 
bulldozes one illegal colo-
ny, new ones are rising 
elsewhere in the city at a 
faster pace than the demo-
litions can keep up with 
— a pattern complainants 
say would be impossible 
without administrative 
protection at the local 
level.

Kho Nagoriyan: 
When even court orders 
are allegedly ignored : 

Nowhere is the pattern 
starker than in Kho Nago-
riyan, opposite JNU Hos-
pital, where large-scale 
construction has allegedly 
continued without land 
conversion or JDA ap-
proval — despite repeated 
written complaints and 
despite the JDA’s own 
court reportedly issuing 
explicit stop-work orders 
on June 1, June 12 and 
June 23. If  these allega-
tions hold, the ground 

floor became a first floor, 
and the first floor has now 
become a second — in 
open defiance of  the tribu-
nal’s own directives. The 
question writes itself: if  
JDA’s own court orders 
cannot be enforced on 
JDA’s own watch, who ex-
actly is meant to enforce 
them?

Compliance on paper, 
construction on the 
ground : Complainants 
further allege that “com-
pliance reports” are rou-
tinely filed on record — 
declaring the construc-
tion stopped — even as 
work continues unabated 
at the site itself. If  true, 
this is not administrative 
negligence. It is a system-
ic indictment of  the entire 
enforcement apparatus.

Collusion — but whose?
Residents allege that 

construction on this scale 
simply cannot happen 
without the alleged con-
nivance of  officials rang-
ing from the enforcement 
wing to the zonal level. No 
independent confirma-
tion of  these allegations 
exists, and no official 
named has offered any 
public response. Yet the 
question persists: if  there 
is no collusion, why is 
there no action?

The questions the 
public is asking the gov-
ernment : Where were 
the responsible officers 
when the first brick was 
laid? Why did nobody in-
tervene during months of  
open plotting? How did 
construction material 

reach an unapproved site? 
How were temporary elec-
tricity and water connec-
tions secured? Who was 
supposed to ensure court 
orders were followed — 
and did they? And above 
all: how many officials 
have actually faced de-
partmental or criminal 
action so far?

Bulldozers alone 
won’t do. Accountabili-
ty must follow. :Legal 
experts note that illegal 
construction is never 
purely a builder’s crime 
— where an official’s role, 
negligence or protection 
can be established, the law 
applies to them too. That 
is precisely why the grow-
ing demand is not for 
more bulldozers, but for 
the officials under whose 

watch these colonies 
flourished to be named 
and held responsible.

The question that 
won’t go away: If  JDA is 
truly enforcing “zero tol-
erance” against illegal 
colonies, why does every 
demolition photo-op stop 
short of  disclosing the one 
thing that matters — who 
was the officer responsi-
ble for that zone, what ac-
tion was taken against 
him, how many officials 
have been suspended, and 
how many FIRs have been 
registered? Until those an-
swers arrive, every bull-
dozer image will leave the 
same question hanging in 
the public mind: is the ac-
tion really targeting ille-
gal colonies — or only 
their photographs?
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De-Dollarisation Gains Strategic Muscle: 
India, Indonesia Back Rupee–Rupiah Trade as Modi 
and Prabowo Redraw Indo-Pacific Economics

FAIR REPORT

JAKARTA: India has tak-
en another decisive step in 
its long-term campaign to 
reduce dependence on the 
US dollar, with Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi and 
Indonesian President 
Prabowo Subianto giving 
political backing to a long-
awaited local-currency set-
tlement mechanism that 
will allow bilateral trade 
to be conducted directly in 
Indian rupees and Indone-
sian rupiah.

The agreement marks 
far more than a banking 
reform. It is a geopolitical 
statement that Asia’s two 

largest democracies in-
tend to build a more resil-
ient regional economic 
architecture—one that is 
less vulnerable to dollar 
liquidity, exchange-rate 
volatility and external fi-
nancial shocks.

The rupee-rupiah 
framework, built upon the 
Reserve Bank of  India 
and Bank Indonesia ar-
rangement concluded in 
2024, enables businesses 
to settle cross-border 
transactions without 
routing payments through 
the US dollar. Once opera-
tional at scale, exporters 
and importers in both 
countries are expected to 

enjoy lower transaction 
costs, faster settlements 
and reduced exposure to 
fluctuations in the green-
back.

Banking executives de-
scribed the mechanism as 
the visit’s most conse-
quential economic out-

come. Akash Damniwala, 
President Director of  SBI 
Indonesia, said the ar-
rangement would create a 
direct settlement channel 
between the rupiah and 
the rupee, substantially 
reducing the need for dol-
lar-denominated transac-

tions and strengthening 
financial sovereignty for 
both economies. The cur-
rency initiative forms the 
economic pillar of  a much 
broader strategic agenda. 
During their summit at 
Jakarta’s Merdeka Palace, 
Modi and Prabowo re-
viewed cooperation across 
defence and maritime se-
curity, trade and invest-
ment, energy security, 
food resilience, critical 
minerals, digital technol-
ogy, healthcare, education 
and capacity building. Of-
ficials indicated that sev-
en to eight bilateral agree-
ments are expected to 
emerge from the visit, re-

flecting the growing depth 
of  the Comprehensive 
Strategic Partnership es-
tablished in 2018.  The 
symbolism of  the visit car-
ried equal strategic weight. 
This is Modi’s fourth visit 
to Indonesia and his first 
bilateral visit since the 
partnership was elevated, 
underscoring Jakarta’s 
central role in India’s Indo-
Pacific strategy. The cere-
monial reception, with 
schoolchildren waving the 
flags of  both nations, re-
flected a relationship that 
has evolved beyond diplo-
macy into a partnership 
anchored in shared strate-
gic interests.

SPEEDING TRAILER MOWS DOWN BALLOON-SELLER 
FAMILY ON JAIPUR HIGHWAY, THREE CHILDREN DEAD

Toddlers waiting for a 
bus met a horrific end 
as a runaway trailer 
tore through a 
roadside railing on 
the busy Delhi-Ajmer 
highway

FAIR REPORT

JAIPUR: A routine Tues-
day morning at the 200 
Feet Bypass on Ajmer 
Road turned into a scene 
of  unspeakable horror 
when a speeding trailer, 

careering out of  control, 
smashed through a road-
side railing and ploughed 
straight into a family of  
balloon sellers waiting for 
public transport — killing 
three children instantly 
and leaving their parents 
fighting for life.

The trailer, laden with 
POP bags and travelling 
from Jaipur towards 
Ajmer, veered off  the high-
way between 8:45 and 9 
a.m., crashing outside a 

hotel on the busy Delhi-
Ajmer stretch before 
mounting the pavement 
where the family of  five 
had gathered. Traffic Po-
lice Officer Puniram Mee-
na said three children died 
on the spot, and four oth-
ers were injured, includ-
ing the parents, with both 
of  the mother’s legs bro-
ken.  (The News Mill)

ACP Amin Hasan said 
preliminary findings sug-
gest the family had been 

waiting for public trans-
port when the speeding 
trailer ran over them, and 
police are now investigat-
ing what caused the driver 
to lose control of  the vehi-
cle.  (Asianet Newsable) 
Police promptly respond-
ed to the scene and trans-
ported the injured to hos-
pital, and the bodies of  
the children were taken to 
the mortuary of  Sawai 
Man Singh Hospital for 
post-mortem examina-

tion.  
The accident sent 

shockwaves through the 
neighbourhood, with 
CCTV footage of  the crash 
circulating widely and re-
igniting anger over the 
chronic lack of  safety bar-
riers along Rajasthan’s 
high-speed highway cor-
ridors. The collision also 
triggered significant traf-
fic congestion on Ajmer 
Road as police worked to 
clear the scene and launch 

an investigation into the 
circumstances of  the 
crash. 

For a family that 
earned its living selling 
balloons by the roadside, 
the highway meant to 
carry Jaipur’s traffic for-
ward instead delivered an 
irreversible tragedy — 
one that has left a mother 
and father to wake up in 
hospital beds without the 
children they once tended 
to at that very bus stop.

Centre Backs 
Rajasthan’s Rural 

Development Push

FAIR REPORT

NEW DELHI:  Ra-
jasthan Chief  Minister 
Bhajan Lal Sharma 
received strong back-
ing from the Union 
Government during 
meetings in New Delhi 
with Union Ministers 
Shivraj Singh Chou-
han and Nirmala Si-
tharaman. Chouhan 
praised Rajasthan’s 
implementation of  ru-
ral employment and 
livelihood initiatives 
under the Viksit 
Bharat Guarantee for 
Employment and Live-
lihood Mission (Ru-

ral), while also com-
mending the Chief  
Minister’s Gram Vikas 
Chaupals for promot-
ing direct public en-
gagement. In a sepa-
rate meeting, Sithara-
man and Sharma dis-
cussed economic devel-
opment, investment 
priorities, and strong-
er Centre-State coordi-
nation to accelerate 
key projects. The meet-
ings reaffirmed the 
Centre’s confidence in 
Rajasthan’s govern-
ance and its commit-
ment to supporting the 
State’s long-term de-
velopment agenda.

Prabowo Hails Modi, Deepens 
India-Indonesia Partnership

From Space Toilet to Leading 
Europe’s Mars Mission

FAIR REPORT

JAKARTA:  During 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s visit to Jakarta, 
Indonesian President 
Prabowo Subianto pub-
licly praised India’s de-
velopment model, saying, 
“I copy your programmes, 
and I’m proud to admit 
it.” He credited Modi’s 
governance initiatives 
with inspiring reforms in 
Indonesia, particularly 
in rural development and 
sustainable agriculture. 

The visit also produced 
major strategic out-
comes, including cooper-
ation on BrahMos-Astra 
missile systems and 
plans to establish IIT and 
IIM campuses in Indone-
sia. Several agreements 
covering space, critical 

minerals, digital technol-
ogy, agriculture, and 
maritime safety were 
signed. Indonesia also 
conferred its highest ci-
vilian honour, the Bin-
tang Adipurna, on Modi 
for strengthening bilat-
eral relations.

FAIR REPORT

LEICESTER/NETHER-
LANDS: Claire Parfitt’s 
remarkable journey from 
cleaning a space toilet at 
age 14 to leading the Eu-
ropean Space Agency’s 
Mars exploration pro-
gramme highlights the 
power of  curiosity and 
perseverance. After a re-
jected NASA application, 
she gained work experi-
ence at Leicester’s Na-
tional Space Centre, 
where handling space 

hardware inspired her 
career in science. She 
later earned a physics de-
gree and PhD, contribut-
ing to missions including 
ExoMars and SMILE. 
Now based at ESA’s Neth-
erlands research centre, 

Parfitt oversees future 
human and robotic Mars 
missions and chairs the 
International Mars Ex-
ploration Working Group, 
helping shape humani-
ty’s long-term path to the 
Red Planet.
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An Indian chameleon perches on a tree branch, in the outskirts of the
Hyderabad, Telangana PTI

IN FOCUS
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n New Delhi 

Union Minister of Agriculture & Farmers
Welfare Shivraj Singh Chouhan on Tuesday
launched PRAGATI, a landmark multi-
stakeholder initiative that aims to
empower 20,000 agri-entrepreneurs and
directly support 20 lakh smallholder
farmers across India.

The initiative brings together PepsiCo
Foundation, SBI Foundation (SBIF), Gates
Foundation, IDH, Heifer International,
Environmental Defense Fund (EDF), Global
Agri  Entrepreneurship  Academy,
Sustainable Agriculture Foundation
International Association (SAFIA), Agri
Entrepreneur Growth Foundation (AEGF),
and Transform Rural India Foundation
(TRIF) to build a nationwide ecosystem of
agri-entrepreneurs.

Built on a network of over 26,000 agri-
entrepreneurs supporting 2.6 million
farmers, PRAGATI will add 20,000 new agri-
entrepreneurs across Madhya Pradesh,
Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, Assam, West Bengal,
Jharkhand, Maharashtra and Rajasthan. The
initiative will promote regenerative agricul-
ture through advisory services, mechanisa-
tion, soil health, finance, insurance, market
linkages and 20,000 entrepreneur-led kiosks,

targeting a 30 per cent increase in farmer
incomes, 15–20 per cent higher crop yields,
adoption of regenerative agriculture by 20
per cent of participating farmers, and finan-
cial inclusion for 50 per cent of associated
farmers. Speaking at the launch, Chouhan
said the vision of Viksit Bharat cannot be
achieved without a developed agricultural
sector and prosperous villages. “Our focus
is not only on increasing production but also
on reducing cultivation costs, enhancing
farmers' incomes, promoting crop diversifi-
cation and making agriculture more prof-
itable,” he said.

Monica Bauer, Senior Vice President, Global
Social Impact, PepsiCo, and President, PepsiCo
Foundation, said farmers are at the heart of
our business, and strengthening their liveli-
hoods is key to building resilient food systems.
“Through PRAGATI, we aim to expand farmers'
access to the tools and knowledge needed for
more sustainable agriculture,” he added.
Swapan Dhan, MD & CEO, SBI Foundation, said,
“PRAGATI brings together institutions with
diverse expertise to empower local change-
makers who will drive farmer prosperity,
climate resilience and financial inclusion
across India.” Hisham Mundol, Chief Advisor
– India, Environmental Defense Fund, was also
present on the occasion.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

Delhi Lieutenant Governor
Sardar Taranjit Singh Sandhu
welcomed His Holiness
Shankaracharya Shri
Shankara Vijayendra
Saraswati Swamigal of the Sri
Kanchi Kamakoti Peetham
while presiding over an India
Foundation programme at
the India Habitat Centre.

Sandhu described the
Peetham as a “living civilisa-
tional institution” that has
preserved India’s spiritual,
educational and charitable

traditions for over 2,500
years. Sandhu, who presided
over the programme at the
Stein Auditorium in the pres-

ence of India Foundation
President Ram Madhav, said
it was a privilege to host one
of India’s oldest living spiri-

tual traditions in the nation-
al capital and commended
the India Foundation for
bringing together policymak-

ers, diplomats and scholars.
Describing the Sri Kanchi

Kamakoti Peetham as a living
civilisational institution
established by Jagadguru Adi
Shankaracharya at
Kanchipuram, the LG said it
has maintained an unbroken
lineage of 71 Acharyas while
preserving three core pillars:
Veda, Vidya and Vaidya.

He said the institution has
played a significant role in
preserving Vedic scholar-
ship, promoting education
through integrated
pathashalas and higher edu-
cational institutions, and

providing healthcare
through a network of chari-
table medical facilities across
the country.

Sandhu also praised the
Peetham’s outreach in the
North-East and Jammu and
Kashmir, saying its initia-
tives have contributed to
strengthening national inte-
gration. He further highlight-
ed its efforts in preserving
India’s cultural heritage
through manuscript digitisa-
tion and the revival of tradi-
tional temple architecture.

The LG said Delhi, as the
nation’s capital and a meeting

point of diverse traditions
and communities, continues
to draw inspiration from insti-
tutions such as the Sri Kanchi
Kamakoti Peetham in the
country’s journey towards a
Viksit Bharat.

Concluding his address,
Sandhu said the timeless
values nurtured by the
Peetham would continue to
guide the nation’s progress
with wisdom and harmony.
He offered his respects to the
Shankaracharya and request-
ed His Holiness to bless the
gathering with his benedic-
tory address.

Delhi LG Sandhu welcomes Kanchi Shankaracharya at India Foundation event

Shivraj launches PRAGATI to empower agri-entrepreneurs

ASHOKE RAJ
n New Delhi

A serious runway conflict
was narrowly averted at
Mumbai's Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj International Airport
on late evening Tuesday,
when a Delhi-bound Air India
(AI) flight was instructed to
abort its takeoff as another AI
flight was landing on the
same runway.

According to airport
sources, the AI aircraft was
cleared for departure to Delhi
when the AI flight, arriving
from Kochi, approached for
landing on the same active
runway. On instructions from
Air Traffic Control (ATC), the
Air India crew immediately
discontinued the takeoff roll
and returned safely to the
bay.

In an official statement, AI
confirmed the incident
involving flight AI816 and
emphasised that safety pro-
tocols were followed.

This marks the second
reported ground incident
involving AI in less than a
month. Earlier, an AI and an
IndiGo aircraft came face-to-
face on the ground at
Ahmedabad airport, trigger-
ing safety concerns.

A joint investigation by avi-
ation authorities has been ini-
tiated to determine the exact
sequence of events and iden-
tify any lapses in runway
management or communica-
tion at Mumbai airport. 

Runway scare at
Mumbai airport

ASHOKE RAJ
n New Delhi

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Tuesday
praised Indonesian President Prabowo
Subianto as a "true friend of India" while
expressing gratitude for the warm welcome
he received during his State visit to Indonesia.

Addressing members of the Indian commu-
nity in Jakarta, PM Modi said he was deeply
touched by the affection shown by
Indonesians, adding that the strong cultur-
al and historical ties between the two nations
continue to flourish.

"I sincerely thank President Prabowo for his
kind words and support. He is a true friend
of India," the Prime Minister said, noting that
the warmth extended to him throughout the
visit reflected the deep goodwill Indonesians
hold for India.

Referring to the popularity of Indian
cinema in Indonesia, Modi mentioned the

Bollywood film Kuch Kuch Hota Hai, saying
it has a special place among local audi-
ences. Using the film's title as a light-
hearted analogy, he remarked that coop-
eration between India and Indonesia
results in "much more" than just kuch kuch,
underlining the vast potential of the bilat-
eral partnership.

PM Modi celebrates India-Indonesia ties
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BrahMos, Astra head 
to Indonesia
The two countries also agreed to expand coop-
eration between their Coast Guards to strength-
en maritime safety and security in the Indian
Ocean.

The leaders further decided to jointly develop
the strategically located Sabang Port, overlook-
ing the Strait of Malacca and situated close to
India’s Great Nicobar infrastructure project, a
move expected to enhance maritime connectiv-
ity and strategic cooperation.

In another significant outcome, India and
Indonesia signed an agreement to strengthen
supply chain resilience in critical minerals and
steel. Indian companies will invest in manufac-
turing stainless steel, nickel and rare-earth per-
manent magnets in Indonesia, sectors seen as
vital for clean energy technologies and advanced
manufacturing.

“In today’s world, supply chain resilience in
technology has become critically important. We
have concluded an important agreement to
strengthen supply chain resilience in critical min-
erals and steel,” Modi said.

The two countries also agreed to integrate
India’s Unified Payments Interface (UPI) with
Indonesia’s payment system, a move expected
to facilitate trade, tourism and business 
transactions.

Among the other agreements were pacts cov-
ering medicines, food security, telecommunica-
tions, outer space, research and innovation, edu-
cation and cultural exchanges.

Announcing a major educational initiative,
Modi said the Indian Institute of Management
(IIM) Bangalore will establish a campus in
Indonesia, further strengthening academic
cooperation.

The two sides also agreed to deepen collab-
oration in the space sector through joint
research, technology sharing and capacity 
building.

On global issues, Modi reiterated India’s
emphasis on dialogue and diplomacy in address-
ing international conflicts.

“In this period of global turbulence, India
believes that the role of dialogue and diploma-
cy has become more important than ever
before,” he said, while reaffirming India’s
support for a two-state solution to the Palestine
issue and lasting peace in West Asia.

Highlighting the deep civilisational links
between the two nations, Modi announced that
India and Indonesia would jointly commemo-
rate the centenary of Rabindranath Tagore’s his-
toric visit to Indonesia by observing the Tagore-

Dewantara Year of Cultural and Educational
Diplomacy, honouring the shared intellectual
legacy of Tagore and Indonesia’s first Education
Minister, Ki Hajar Dewantara.

The agreements signed on Tuesday signal a
broad-based expansion of India-Indonesia ties,
with defence, maritime security, critical miner-
als and strategic connectivity emerging as the
key pillars of the growing partnership.

Gadkari dares E20 critics,
claims no vehicle...
The Ministry of Road Transport and Highways has
proposed amendments to vehicle emission
rules to widen the scope for higher ethanol
blends and alternative fuels, paving the way for
flex-fuel and pure bio-fuel vehicles across all
vehicle categories.

The draft changes to the Central Motor
Vehicles Rules, 1989 aim to provide for wider use
of fuels, such as E85 (85 per cent ethanol with
petrol) and E100 (which would allow vehicles to
run on nearly pure ethanol), as well as B100 bio-
diesel and hydrogen-CNG combinations.

CBI files RCFL
chargesheet
The agency said its investigation showed that the
funds borrowed by RCFL were diverted through
intermediary and conduit entities to various
Reliance ADA Group companies, in violation of
the terms and conditions governing such bor-
rowings, thereby causing wrongful loss to the
lending banks and corresponding wrongful
gain to the accused persons and related entities.
“It may be recalled that the CBI had registered
the case based on complaints received from Bank
of Maharashtra and other PSU banks of the con-
sortium. The total loss caused to 13 public
sector banks is  `4,097 crore,” the 
spokesperson said. 

The CBI has kept the investigation open into
the alleged role of directors, entities and public
servants involved in causing wrongful loss to the
public sector banks and is likely to file supple-
mentary chargesheets. The agency had earlier
arrested former vice chairman of Reliance
Capital Ltd Amitabh Jhunjhunwala, former CEO
of RCFL Devang Pravin Mody, and former CFO of
Reliance Captital Ltd Amit Bapna. Jhunjhunwala
and Mody are presently in judicial custody, while
Bapna is in CBI custody, the spokesperson said.
The officials said probe into the role of
Jhunjhunwala and Bapna is still going on. 

The CBI has registered seven FIRs against
Reliance Communications Ltd (RCom), RHFL, RCFL
and Reliance Telecom Ltd (RTL) on the basis of
complaints received from various public sector
banks and the LIC. 

As Ram temple trust
targets overhaul, Rai...
The Trust has announced plans to improve its
administrative and financial systems. This
includes possibly appointing a Chief Executive
Officer and reviewing how donations are
managed. A small committee will suggest
changes to help prevent future problems.

The Shri Ram Janmabhoomi Teerth Kshetra
Trust, which manages the construction and
running of the Ram Temple in Ayodhya, has been
in the national spotlight since the temple was
consecrated. Swami Govind Dev Giri asked
devotees and the public not to believe rumours,
to check records themselves, and to trust the judi-
cial process. “Theft is theft,” he said, emphasis-
ing that those responsible must face justice and
that the controversy should not weaken the faith
of Ram bhakts.

As the trust prepares for its next meeting, its
main goal is to restore strong governance and
ensure the temple remains a symbol of unity,
devotion, and transparent management.

HC upholds death for 38
in Ahmedabad serial...
The remaining 11 received life imprisonment. The
convicts challenged both the conviction and the
sentence before the High Court.

The High Court fully upheld the trial court’s
findings after reviewing evidence, including call
records, forensic reports, witness statements,
CCTV footage and confessions. The judges said
the prosecution had proven the conspiracy, the
execution, and each accused person’s role
beyond a reasonable doubt. The court called the
verdict one of the strongest and most historic
in India’s fight against terrorism, sending a clear
message of “zero mercy” to those who target
civilians.

On July 26, 2008, 21 bombs exploded in
crowded markets, buses, and hospitals across
Ahmedabad in just 70 minutes. The attacks,
carried out by members of the banned group
Indian Mujahideen (IM), killed 56 people and
injured over 200. Blasts were meticulously
planned, using timer devices and targeting
civilian areas to maximise casualties and

spread fear.  The Gujarat Government called
the judgment a “historic victory” for justice.
Deputy Chief Minister Harsh Sanghavi
described it as “38 DEATH SENTENCES. 11 LIFE
TERMS. ZERO MERCY.” In a widely shared post,
he mentioned the dates of the blasts and
praised the judiciary for handing down the
maximum punishment.

The High Court also directed the State
Government to give compensation to the victims
and their families, recognising their long wait for
justice. The convicts have 30 days to appeal to
the Supreme Court if they want to challenge the
order. 

Meet the faces behind
Delhi’s mammoth voter...
For Aarti (name changed), a BLO posted in East
Vinod Nagar and a school teacher, a significant
portion of the day is spent assisting elderly voters.

“To avoid errors, I sometimes fill the forms
myself for elderly citizens,” she said, explain-
ing that many senior citizens struggle to
understand the documentation requirements.
She added that the fear of fraud also makes
some elderly residents living alone hesitant to
open their doors to strangers. “The form is com-
plicated for many people and half our time goes
into explaining where they can find the
required details,” she said.

Aarti also highlighted the lack of basic ameni-
ties during field duty. “We are unable to find
proper washrooms during our duty. It’s a major
concern as we don’t know where to go and
relieve ourselves,” she said.

The extended deployment has also affected
the official’s primary jobs. “I have not been able
to even think about my school. SIR work begins
at 8 am and runs until night. Hence, I am not able
to take online classes also,” Sharma said.

Rama, who works as an anganwadi worker,
said colleagues at her centre are handling her
routine responsibilities while she remains
engaged in election work. “The helper is taking
care of my duties at my centre. Whenever there
is any work that specifically requires me, I help
with it. Otherwise, SIR work runs until 9 or 10 pm.
How can I do my regular duties?” she asked.

Aarti said that although substitute teachers
have been arranged, students continue to
contact her for academic help. “My students
have been calling me for help with their tests.
I send them work on WhatsApp. The BLO duty
is gruelling. There is no time for anything but
this,” she said.

The workload has previously drawn attention

in other states, where some BLOs deployed
during similar voter revision exercises com-
plained of excessive work pressure, and some
also died by suicide. 

Sharma, who commutes daily from Aligarh to
Delhi, said the long working hours have taken
a physical toll. “It’s a part of our jobs, but still it
is quite taxing. Let’s see if the exercise is com-
pleted by July 29. It’s a difficult month,” he said.

Five dead in Kerala
landslide at tunnel site
In an earlier statement, the district administra-
tion said a total of 18 persons were affected by
the disaster. Of them, three were killed, 10 are
undergoing treatment at Meppadi WIMS Hospital,
and the search is on for five others who are still
missing. Officials said those living in nearby areas
were being evacuated.        

A senior Government official told reporters that
there were no workers at the site and that those
feared trapped under the mud were engineers
and security staff. “If work had been going on
there, it would have been a bigger tragedy,” she
said. A private bus reportedly used to ferry
workers, which was parked at the site, was
pushed into the nearby river by the landslide and
was lying half-submerged as water flowed
through it. 

Sniffer dogs of the state police have been
deployed at the site to trace those trapped
under the thick mud, the statement said. It also
said facilities had been made available at the
Mundakkai Forest Station and the Chooralmala
church hall to shift locals, including members
of tribal communities, stranded on both sides
of the bridge. 

“It is an unfortunate incident. Rescue efforts
are under way,” Chief Minister V.D. Satheesan
said. He added that the necessary rescue forces
were reaching the area and that police as well
as fire and rescue personnel had already been
deployed at the site. Additionally, a defence team
was on standby in Thrissur and could be
deployed at the site if required, the CM said. All
necessary systems for search and rescue would
be put in place as soon as possible, he assured. 

Kerala Home Minister Ramesh Chennithala
and Agriculture Minister T Siddique said the inci-
dent at the Kalladi tunnel project site was not
a natural landslide but a “man-made” one
caused by the unscientific dumping of excavat-
ed earth. “This is not a natural landslide. It is a
man-made one. It occurred due to the unscien-
tific dumping of excavated earth,” Siddique told
reporters.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n
Jyotirmath

The four-member committee
formed by the Badrinath-
Kedarnath Temple
Committee (BKTC) to probe
allegations of misappropria-
tion of donations made to
Badrinath Dham has begun
its investigation in the matter. 

BKTC chairman Hemant
Dwivedi said that initial
probe by the committee has
prima facie confirmed irreg-
ularities, after which the
employee in the centre of the
allegations- Pramod Nautiyal
has been suspended with
immediate effect. 

He said that the BKTC
follows a policy of zero toler-

ance for corruption or irreg-
ularities, adding that the
guilty will not be spared
under any circumstances.
The BKTC chief executive

officer Sohan Singh Rangad
said that on Tuesday evening,
the inquiry committee
checked the clarification sub-
mitted by accused personal

assistant Pramod Nautiyal
which was found to be
doubtful. He was suspended
with immediate effect and
attached to the BKTC’s
Jyotirmath office.

Following a letter written
by Bhairav Sena to the CEO
levelling allegations of misap-
propriation of donations to
the temple, the BKTC chair-
man  ordered formation of
an internal investigation
committee after the letter
went viral on social media.
Stating that the findings of
the inquiry committee will be
made public, he has stressed
that strict action will be taken
as per the law against anyone
found guilty in the investiga-
tion. 

Worker at Badrinath temple suspended over donation theft
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DELHI HC REJECTS BAIL TO 2008 DELHI BLASTS ACCUSED MANSOOR PEERBHOY, 
SAYS GRAVITY OF TERROR CHARGES OVERRIDES 17-YEAR CUSTODY

FAIR REPORT

NEW DELHI, JULY 7: In 
a significant ruling under-
scoring the judiciary’s ap-
proach towards terrorism 
cases, the Delhi High Court 
on Monday refused bail to 
alleged Indian Mujahideen 
operative Mansoor Asghar 
Peerbhoy, holding that the 
gravity of  the charges and 
the advanced stage of  the 
trial outweighed his nearly 
17 years of  incarceration 
as an undertrial.

A Division Bench com-
prising Justice Prathiba 

M. Singh and Justice Mad-
hu Jain dismissed Peerb-
hoy’s appeal against a trial 
court order rejecting his 
third bail application. The 
Bench also directed the 
trial court to conclude pro-
ceedings within eight 
months, in line with earli-
er directions of  the Su-
preme Court.

Court Cites 
Seriousness of 
Allegations

The High Court ob-
served that the allegations 
against Peerbhoy concern 

one of  India’s most devas-
tating urban terror at-
tacks, making the case ex-
ceptional despite the pro-
longed period of  custody.

According to the prose-
cution, Peerbhoy headed 
the media cell of  the banned 
Indian Mujahideen and 
played a key technical role 
in the conspiracy. Investiga-
tors allege that he, along 
with co-accused Mubin Ka-
dar Shaikh, hacked into the 
Wi-Fi network of  a Mum-
bai-based company to send 
an email titled “Message of  
Death” to media organisa-

tions just minutes before 
the coordinated serial 
blasts on September 13, 
2008. The email claimed re-
sponsibility for the explo-
sions and included a PDF 
document foreshadowing 
the attacks. The Bench ob-
served that the execution 
of  such a synchronised op-
eration required sophisti-
cated technological exper-
tise and logistical planning, 
adding that Peerbhoy ap-
peared, at least prima facie, 
to occupy a central role in 
facilitating the digital com-
ponent of  the conspiracy.

Digital Evidence 
Strengthens 
Prosecution Case

The court noted that 
investigators had placed 
substantial prima facie 
material linking Peerb-
hoy to the conspiracy, 
including evidence relat-
ing to the purchase of  
laptops allegedly used to 
transmit the email, the 
recovery of  electronic 
devices, and forensic 
findings indicating the 
presence of  file-erasing 
software and copies of  
the incriminating PDF 

document. These materi-
als, the Bench held, were 
sufficient at the present 
stage to invoke the strin-
gent restrictions on bail 
under Section 43D(5) of  
the Unlawful Activities 
(Prevention) Act. Rely-
ing on the Supreme 
Court’s landmark judg-
ment in NIA v. Zahoor 
Ahmad Shah Watali>, 
the High Court conclud-
ed that the accusations 
against the accused were 
prima facie true, thereby 
attracting the statutory 
bar on bail.

Liberty vs Public 
Safety 

Peerbhoy’s counsel ar-
gued that he had remained 
in judicial custody for ap-
proximately 17 years with-
out conviction, that the 
delay in the trial was not 
attributable to him, that he 
had already been acquitted 
in the Ahmedabad serial 
blasts case, and had se-
cured bail in a related 
Mumbai matter. The de-
fence also pointed out that 
only two prosecution wit-
nesses remain to be exam-
ined. The High Court, how-

ever, held that prolonged 
incarceration alone cannot 
justify bail in cases involv-
ing grave acts of  terror-
ism. The Bench observed 
that the allegations relate 
to coordinated bomb blasts 
that claimed 26 lives and 
left 135 others injured, of-
fences punishable up to the 
death penalty. It held that 
while Article 21 guaran-
tees personal liberty, 
courts must equally safe-
guard the right to life and 
security of  ordinary citi-
zens threatened by acts of  
terrorism.

Sting Operation on ‘Sting’: Jaipur Food Safety Team 
Seizes 7,000 Bottles Over Misleading Energy Claims

FAIR REPORT

JAIPUR, JULY 7: In a deci-
sive enforcement action 
against misleading food 
and beverage marketing, 
the Jaipur-II Food Safety 
Department has seized 
7,000 bottles of  Sting Ener-
gy, a caffeinated beverage, 
from a PepsiCo distributor 
after finding allegedly de-
ceptive promotional claims 
on its labels, reinforcing 
Rajasthan’s intensified 
crackdown under the 
‘Shuddh Aahar Milawat 
Par Vaar’ campaign.

The operation, carried 
out at M/s Priyanka Mar-
keting in Mangyawas, was 

conducted under the direc-
tions of  Dr. T. Shubhaman-
gala, Commissioner, Food 
Safety and Drug Control, 
and supervised by Dr. Man-
ish Mittal, Chief  Medical 
and Health Officer (Jaipur-
II). According to officials, 
the bottles carried promo-
tional claims such as “Stim-
ulates Mind,” “Energizes 
Body,” and “Same Great 
Taste”—descriptions that 
the Food Safety Depart-
ment believes fall within 
the category of  misleading 
representations under pre-
vailing food safety regula-
tions for caffeinated bever-
ages. Food Safety officers 
collected statutory samples 

under the Food Safety and 
Standards Act, 2006, and 
sealed the remaining stock 
of  7,000 bottles of  the 250 ml 
variant pending further in-
vestigation. Officials point-
ed out that the Food Safety 
and Standards Authority of  
India (FSSAI) has cau-
tioned beverage manufac-
turers against using ex-
pressions such as “Energy 
Drink,” “Sports Drink,” 
“Stimulates Mind,” or “En-
ergizes Body” on caffeinat-
ed beverages, as such 
claims may mislead con-
sumers regarding the prod-
uct’s physiological benefits. 
The department also noted 
that the Union food regula-

tor had recently issued no-
tices to beverage manufac-
turers on similar labelling 
concerns. Health authori-
ties have repeatedly 
warned that beverages 
with high caffeine content 
may not be suitable for chil-
dren, pregnant women, and 
lactating mothers, making 
accurate consumer infor-
mation a matter of  public 
health rather than mere 
marketing. Officials said 
regulatory action will be 
determined after laborato-
ry analysis of  the collected 
samples. The seizure re-
flects a welcome shift from 
reactive enforcement to 
preventive regulation. 

From River Disputes to River Governance: 
Four States Seal Historic Narmada 

Settlement in Federal Breakthrough
FAIR REPORT

NEW DELHI, July 7: In a 
significant step towards re-
solving one of  India’s long-
est-running inter-state wa-
ter-related financial dis-
putes, the Centre on Tues-
day facilitated a landmark 
agreement among Maha-
rashtra, Gujarat, Rajasthan 
and Madhya Pradesh to set-
tle decades-old pending 
payments arising from the 
Narmada Water Disputes 
Tribunal Award linked to 
the Sardar Sarovar Project. 
The agreement, signed in 
the presence of  Union 

Home and Cooperation 
Minister Amit Shah and 
Union Jal Shakti Minister 
C. R. Patil, provides for a 
one-time settlement of  out-
standing financial liabili-
ties among the four benefi-
ciary states, bringing clo-
sure to a contentious issue 
that had remained unre-
solved for years despite the 
project’s completion. The 
accord was signed by Ma-
harashtra Chief  Minister 
Devendra Fadnavis, Guja-
rat Chief  Minister Bhupen-
dra Patel, Rajasthan Chief  
Minister Bhajan Lal Shar-
ma and Madhya Pradesh 

Chief  Minister Mohan Ya-
dav, in the presence of  sen-
ior officials from the Centre 
and the participating 
states. The settlement per-
tains to the sharing of  con-
struction costs of  the Sard-
ar Sarovar Project, one of  
India’s largest multipur-
pose river valley projects. 
Differences over financial 
obligations among the ben-
eficiary states had re-
mained unresolved for dec-
ades. The new arrangement 
formally closes these liabil-
ities through a mutually 
agreed one-time payment 
mechanism.

Rahul Gandhi 
Expresses Grief Over 
Wayanad Landslide, 
Urges Congress 
Workers to Intensify 
Relief Efforts
NEW DELHI : Rahul 
Gandhi on Monday ex-
pressed profound grief  
over the landslide tragedy 
in Wayanad, offering con-
dolences to the bereaved 
families and calling upon 
Congress and United 
Democratic Front (UDF) 
workers to actively sup-
port ongoing rescue and 
relief  operations.

Describing the disaster 
as “deeply distressing,” 
Gandhi said his thoughts 
and prayers were with 
those who had lost their 
loved ones and with all 
families affected by the 
calamity.
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The BJP on Tuesday announced its candidate for the
Bankipur Assembly bypoll in Bihar, fielding Abhishek
Kumar from the seat. The Bankipur Assembly by-election
will be held on July 30, and the votes polled will be
counted on August 3. The vacancy arose following the
resignation of BJP national president Nitin Nabin as an
MLA from the seat in Bihar. Nabin was sworn in as a Rajya
Sabha member. Kumar has been named as the BJP
candidate from the seat for bypolls with the approval of
the party’s Central Election Committee (CEC), according to
a notification issued by BJP national general secretary
Arun Singh. Jan Suraaj Party founder Prashant Kishor is
contesting from the Bankipur Assembly seat that had
elected Nabin five times in a row. (PTI)

States Focus

BIHAR: BJP FIELDS ABHISHEK
KUMAR FOR BANKIPUR BYPOLL 

RAM TEMPLE ROW IS THEFT OF
FAITH: HIMACHAL CM SUKHU
Himachal Pradesh Chief Minister Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu
stated on Tuesday that the controversy surrounding
donations for the Ram temple involved not only the theft of
funds but also the theft of the faith held by millions of
devotees across the country.

During his visit to a Ram temple in Shimla, where he
offered prayers and participated in ‘kirtan’, the chief
minister emphasised that “Hindu culture teaches respect for
all religions, and true followers of Lord Ram do not engage
in politics in his name.” Sukhu mentioned that state cabinet
members had also prayed at the Ram Mandir, hoping that
those responsible for misusing temple donations would
find their way to righteousness. He noted that individuals
collecting donations or engaging in politics in the name of
Lord Ram and religion should do so with honesty and
integrity. He said that while the Central Government had
announced a half-day holiday for the Pran Pratishtha
(consecration) ceremony of Ram Lalla, the Himachal
Pradesh Government had declared a full-day public holiday.
Sukhu stated that the credit for initiating the process for the
construction of the Ram Mandir primarily belongs to former
prime minister Rajiv Gandhi, under whose leadership the
locks of the Ram Janmabhoomi site were opened. (PTI)

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

The BJP on Tuesday said
Indonesia’s highest civilian
honour for Prime Minister
Narendra Modi is a “resound-
ing slap” on the Opposition
for spreading the
“Islamophobia narrative”.
The latest honour is a strong
endorsement of India’s diplo-
macy under Modi, the party
asserted.

The remarks came after
Prime Minister Modi on
Tuesday was conferred with
Indonesia’s highest civilian
honour,  the ‘Bintang
Adipurna of the Republic of
Indonesia’.

BJP national spokesperson
Shehzad Poonawalla said the
latest recognition reflects
growing global trust in Modi’s
leadership and India’s rising
stature on the world stage.

“Today is a difficult day for
Modi baiters, diplomacy
doubters and Islamophobia
insurgents,” he said in a video
statement.

Referring to Indonesia as
the country with the highest
Muslim population, he said

the honour also demolishes
allegations that Modi and 
his Government are “anti-
Muslim”.

“But there is yet another
significant aspect of this
national civilian honour that
has been given to him. It has
been conferred by Indonesia,
which has the highest Muslim
population.

“And this is not the first
award he is getting from a
Muslim nation. Saudi Arabia,
Palestine, Maldives, United
Arab Emirates, Bahrain, Egypt
and Oman — all Muslim
nations — have given the
highest civilian honour to

Prime Minister Modi,” he said.
Poonawalla alleged that

the honours conferred by
Muslim-majority countries
expose the Opposition’s
“Islamophobia narrative”.

There goes the
Islamophobia narrative,
crashing down. Are Prime
Minister Modi and his
Government anti-Muslim?
And despite that, these
Governments are giving him
the highest civilian honour?
Obviously not,” he said.

“So today, those who have
been doubting our diploma-
cy and those who have 
been insurgents of the

Islamophobia narrative have
got a resounding slap from
the highest civilian honour
being given to Prime Minister
Modi,” Poonawalla added.

The BJP spokesperson said
India’s diplomacy under Modi
has earned the confidence of
countries and helped India
emerge as a bridge in a
divided world.

“Be it the Western camp or
the Eastern camp, be it Russia
or Ukraine, be it Israel or
Palestine, all of them trust
Modi, and India has emerged
as a bridge between a divided
world,” Poonawalla said.

Poonawalla claimed Modi
has received well over 30
international civil ian
honours, more than all previ-
ous prime ministers put
together.

“He has received well over
30 such civilian honours. If
you put all the other prime
ministers together — Nehru ji,
Indira ji, Rajiv ji, Manmohan
Singh ji and others — they do
not add up to even half of
that. That, in itself, is an indi-
cation of how the world
trusts Prime Minister Modi,”
he said.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

The Environment Ministry
has notified the Natural
History Museum (NHM) in
Mizoram as a designated
repository, making it the
21st such repository in the
country, officials said on
Tuesday.

Designated repositories
constitute an important
component of India’s biodi-
versity governance frame-
work by preserving authen-
ticated biological specimens
accessed under the
Biological Diversity Act, 2002.

“Based on the recommen-
dation of the National
Biodiversity Authority and
after due examination of the
proposal, the Central
Government notified the
institution as a designated
repository on June 19, 2026,”
a senior ministry official said.

“With this notification,
NHM becomes India’s 21st

Designated Repository,
further strengthening the
country’s biodiversity con-
servation and scientific infra-
structure,” the official said.

The NHM will maintain
voucher specimens of select
flora, including pterido-
phytes and macrofungi, and
fauna such as reptiles,
amphibians, fishes, moths,
beetles and butterflies,
according to the official.

“It will also serve as the
designated depository for

type specimens of newly
discovered species from the
region. These authenticated
collections will strengthen
species identification, trace-
ability and scientific research
while safeguarding India’s
biological resources for long-
term conservation.

“They will also support
future ecological restora-
tion in the event of habitat
loss,  natural disasters 
or species decline,” the 
official said.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n Kozhikode (Kerala)

Kerala Minister Roji M John
on Tuesday said the State
Government would not
allow any attempt to “com-
munalise” the education
sector and would strongly
oppose such moves.

Responding to a ques-
tion from a student during
an interaction organised by
the Calicut University Union,
the state higher education
minister said there would
be no compromise on pro-
tecting the secular and
democratic character of
educational institutions.

“We will not allow any
attempt to communalise the
education sector at any level.
Educational institutions must
impart not only knowledge
but also values such as sec-

ularism and democracy,” he
said. “Campuses should
remain democratic and
secular spaces. We will
strongly resist any attempt to
introduce communal ideas or
influences into them,” 
he added.

John had earlier alleged
that attempts were being
made to “saffronise” the
higher education sector after
Kerala Governor Rajendra
Vishwanath Arlekar appoint-
ed persons of his choice to
the governing bodies of uni-
versities, including to the
posts of vice-chancellors.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n Hyderabad

Telangana Chief Minister A
Revanth Reddy on Tuesday
directed officials to consti-
tute a committee to strength-
en ‘digital governance’ in 
the State.

Reddy, who held a meeting
with officials, said the com-
mittee, comprising officials,
should submit its report in
100 days. He sought details of
the implementation of
‘digital governance’ and
instructed officials to formu-
late plans for digital gover-
nance and draft relevant 
legislation, a release said.

The CM emphasised that
the administration should
move towards full-scale digi-
tisation. The main objective
of the State Government is to

provide better services to
the public and ensure that
welfare schemes reach ben-
eficiaries directly through
digital governance, it said.

The chief minister, who
held a review of the problems
being faced by contract and
outsourcing employees,
enquired about the digitisa-
tion of data concerning con-
tract and outsourcing staff.

He told officials to digitise
all the data and ensure that
salaries to contract and out-
sourcing staff are paid on the
first day of every month.

Reddy said strict action
must be taken against agen-
cies that are not paying
salaries promptly to contract
and outsourcing employees
even after the release of
funds by the Government.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n Bengaluru

The street vendors’ associa-
tions have called for a massive
protest and total shutdown of
their activities in the city on
Wednesday against the
ongoing eviction drive being
carried out in Bengaluru.

The associations have
accused the state govern-
ment of “violating” the Street
Vendors (Protection of
Livelihood and Regulation of
Street Vending) Act, 2014.

“On July 8, we have called
for a massive protest, there
will be a bandh... Street
vending in all the city’s
major markets will cease.
We appeal to street vendors
who are not part of any
association to join us,”
Advocate and activist asso-
ciated with street vendors,

Vinay Srinivasa, said.
Speaking to reporters, he

said this fight is just the
beginning. “If  the
Government fails  to
respond, there will be a call
for a statewide protest.” 

“A minimum of five to six
thousand people are likely
to gather for the protest on
June 8 (at Freedom Park in
Bengaluru),” he added.

As part of the Greater
Bengaluru Authority’s (GBA)
‘Safe Footpath’ campaign
that began on July 1, officials
are conducting a drive to
clear encroachments aimed
at improving pedestrian
infrastructure across the
city. The drive is spearhead-
ed by Greater Bengaluru
Development Minister
Krishna Byre Gowda.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

El Niño, the recurrent
weather pattern that drives
up global temperatures, and
climate change cannot be
viewed independently, as
one is delaying the rains and
the other intensifying them,
according to climate experts.

A rapidly strengthening
El Niño in the Pacific delayed
the onset of the monsoon
and kept rainfall subdued
through June, leaving India
with a 40 per cent rainfall
deficit by the end of the
month. Yet, within days, the
scenario changed dramati-
cal ly .  As  the monsoon
entered an active phase by
the end of June, Mumbai
and large parts of India’s
West Coast were battered
by exceptionally intense
rainfall.

Experts say the new reality
is that climate change is fun-
damentally altering the
behaviour of the Indian
monsoon.

“Monsoon is presently in
an active phase, with several
weather systems prevailing
across the country. There
was a depression over Odisha
and a cyclonic circulation
over Maharashtra, keeping
the western and eastern arms
of the monsoon active,” said
Mahesh Palawat,  Vice
President - Meteorology and
Climate Change, Skymet
Weather.

“Along with this, continu-
ous moisture feed from the
Arabian Sea led to continuous
regeneration of clouds over
Maharashtra in the last three
to four days, leading to heavy
rainfall,” Palawat said.

Raghu Murtugudde,
Emeritus Professor, University
of Maryland and retired pro-
fessor, IIT-Mumbai, explained
that Mumbai saw a delayed
onset of monsoon, which is
partly explainable by El Nino.

“But the global warming
pattern of warm Western
Asia and shifted Arabian Sea
winds have kicked in as
expected. Lots of winds as

well, which is part of the
larger heavy rain over the
core monsoon zone. Arabian
Sea and the Bay of Bengal are
both feeding heavy rain in the
interior. El Niño just cannot
be separated from global
warming anymore.

“Both the Arabian Sea and
the Bay of Bengal are active,
and a low-pressure system is
also starting from the Bay of
Bengal. When this happens,
and both sides fire up, the
core monsoon zone gets
heavy rain and that moisture
supply also goes over
Mumbai. Western Ghats
force air to climb, so Mumbai
gets  lots  of  rain,”
Murtugudde said.

While three-digit rainfall in
Mumbai and places along
the West Coast are common
during the monsoon season,
meteorologists suggest that
there has been a significant
rise in such deluge-like spells
during July and August across
Maharashtra, Gujarat, South
Rajasthan and Southwest
Madhya Pradesh.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n Kota

A committee to prepare a
draft Uniform Civil Code
(UCC) for Rajasthan, chaired
by former Supreme Court
judge Justice Ranjana
Prakash Desai, has sought
responses to 19 questions
through an online portal
and public consultations.

The questionnaire
includes several questions
related to marriage, divorce,
inheritance, property rights,
and live-in relationships. 

The committee, constitut-
ed by the Rajasthan
Government, has sought an
opinion on whether legal
provisions similar to those
governing divorce should
apply to live-in relationships.

The draft Bill, incorporat-
ing public feedback, is
expected to be presented
during the next session of
the State Legislative
Assembly.

The committee’s first divi-
sional-level public consulta-
tion was held in Ajmer on
Monday, while a public
hearing for Kota division
will be held on Wednesday,
July 8.

The committee is sched-
uled to hold public consul-
tations at divisional head-
quarters for Jaipur on July
10-11 in the presence of com-
mittee member Shatrughan
Singh; on July 13-14 in
Udaipur in the presence of
committee member Basant
Singh Chhaba; and in
Bharatpur on July 9-10 in the
presence of committee
member Ramswaroop
Agarwal.

Elected representatives,
social organisations, politi-
cal parties, legal experts,
academicians and members
of the public have been

invited to submit their sug-
gestions on the proposed
legislation of the UCC.

The main opposition
Congress has threatened to
boycott UCC consultations,
saying no draft had been
made public. 

Rajasthan Congress chief
Govind Singh Dotasra
alleged that the BJP govern-
ment is conspiring to dis-
tract people’s attention
from real public issues by
spreading religious frenzy
over the UCC.

“It wants to tear apart
peaceful states l ike
Rajasthan,” he alleged.

Meanwhile, officials said
that discussions with
elected representatives,
including MLAs,  Zila
Pramukhs, mayors, munic-
ipal chairpersons, along
with representatives of
various religions, non-gov-
ernmental organisations,
recognised political parties,
legal professionals and
eminent academicians will
be held from 10.30 am to
12.30 pm in Kota.

Representatives from
Bundi, Baran and Jhalawar
districts will join the pro-
ceedings through video con-
ferencing from their respec-
tive district headquarters.

A separate session for the
general public will begin at
2 pm.   

The officials said the
hearing was originally
planned over two days, on
July 7 and 8, but has now
been consolidated into a
single-day programme on
Wednesday, July 8.

The committee is seeking
views on creating uniform
legal provisions applicable
across all communities and
on whether live-in couples
should be required to regis-
ter their relationship. 

Indonesia award for PM slap on
Islamophobia narrative: BJP

Rajasthan committee on UCC
begins public consultations

Telangana CM orders setup
of digital governance panel

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
nNew Delhi

Months after it stoked a controversy for
allegedly defaming the judiciary, the
NCERT has released a revised Class 8
Social Science textbook dropping the
disputed portions.

The controversial portions along with
references to judicial backlog and two
major court verdicts have been dropped
while fresh material on Public Interest
Litigation (PIL), tribunals and alternative
dispute resolution mechanisms has
been added in the revised textbook.

The opening “Big Questions” section
at the start of the chapter has also seen
a change. Instead of asking students why
an independent judiciary is necessary,
as the withdrawn textbook did, the
revised chapter asks why justice is
important for a “just and harmonious
society”.

Gone entirely is the section on
“Challenges Faced by the Judicial
System”, which had detailed the

“massive backlog” of cases and blamed
it on a shortage of judges, cumbersome
procedures and weak infrastructure.

Also excised is the section titled
“Corruption in the judiciary”, which had
cited former Chief Justice of India B R
Gavai as acknowledging instances of
“corruption and misconduct” within the
judicial system.

In February, a controversy broke out
over the National Council of Educational
Research and Training’s (NCERT) Class 8

Social Science textbook, which includ-
ed a section on “Corruption in the judi-
ciary” in a chapter.

After the Supreme Court’s interven-
tion, the physical and digital copies of
the textbook were withdrawn and the
NCERT issued an apology.

The top court imposed a “complete
blanket ban” on any further publication,
reprinting or digital dissemination of the
said textbook, saying it contained
“offending” content on corruption in the
judiciary.

The revised textbook states in its
acknowledgements that it has been
published pursuant to the review
process undertaken “in compliance
with the directions of the Hon’ble
Supreme Court of India” in suo motu
writ petition (civil) no. 1/2026.

It adds that Chapter 4, “The Role of the
Judiciary in Society”, was “rewritten” by
an expert committee constituted by the
Union Ministry of Education following
the directions of the apex court through
an order dated March 16.

NCERT amends Class 8 textbook after SC directive

Climate change altering behaviour of Indian monsoon: Experts Mizoram’s Natural History Museum
notified as designated repository

Bengaluru street vendors call for
strike over ongoing eviction drive

Will not allow communalisation
of education: Kerala minister 

Kerala Minister Roji M John 

Telangana Chief Minister A Revanth Reddy

BJP national spokesperson Shehzad Poonawalla
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Baba Barfani Vanishes: Amarnath Ice Shivling 
Nearly Disappears Just Five Days into Yatra
FAIR REPORT

SRINAGAR: The sacred 
ice Shivling inside the holy 
Amarnath Cave has almost 
completely melted within 
just five days of  the annual 
Amarnath Yatra, raising 
fresh concerns over the im-
pact of  climate change and 
mounting human pressure 
on one of  Hinduism’s most 
revered pilgrimage sites.

The naturally formed 
ice stalagmite, affection-
ately known as Baba Bar-
fani, stood nearly seven 
feet tall in May. By July 7, 
however, it had shrunk to 
little more than a faint out-
line, with devotees estimat-
ing that almost 99 percent 
of  the formation had van-
ished before the pilgrim-
age had even gathered full 

momentum.
Among those who 

reached the shrine was pil-
grim Shashank Gupta, 
who praised the adminis-
tration for smooth ar-
rangements but expressed 
disappointment at finding 
“only a faint trace” of  the 
Shivling by the time he en-
tered the cave.

The premature melting 
has become an increas-
ingly familiar phenome-
non. Environmental ex-
perts say this is the third 
consecutive year in which 
the sacred ice formation 
has failed to survive be-
yond the opening week of  
the Yatra. They attribute 
the trend to a combination 

of  rising temperatures, de-
clining winter snowfall 
and increasingly frequent 
heatwaves across Kashmir.

Scientists also point to 
another, less-discussed fac-
tor: the cave’s fragile mi-
croclimate. During peak 
days, between 13,000 and 
20,000 pilgrims enter the 
enclosed cave, and the cu-
mulative body heat gener-
ated by thousands of  visi-
tors is believed to acceler-
ate the melting of  the natu-
rally formed ice stalag-
mite.

The 57-day pilgrimage 
began on July 3, and nearly 
86,000 devotees had already 
visited the shrine within 
the first four days. With 
more than three lakh pil-
grims still expected over 

the coming weeks, many 
may find little of  the iconic 
ice Shivling that has tradi-
tionally been the spiritual 
centrepiece of  the pilgrim-
age.

The rapid disappear-
ance of  Baba Barfani has 
reignited debate over 
whether stricter environ-
mental safeguards and im-
proved crowd management 
are now essential to pre-
serve the cave’s delicate 
ecosystem. For many ob-
servers, the melting ice 
Shivling has become more 
than a natural occur-
rence—it is a visible re-
minder of  how climate 
change and human activi-
ty are reshaping even In-
dia’s most sacred land-
scapes.

Tributes Paid to Late Chetumal Kriplani 
with Cow Service on Death Anniversary
Green fodder offered 
to cows at Nimbahera 
gaushala; BJP leaders 
and workers join the 
programme

FAIR REPORT

Chittorgarh- A tribute 
and cow service pro-
gramme was organised on 
Tuesday at Shri Jain Di-
wakar Kamal Gaushala to 
mark the death anniver-
sary of  social worker Late 
Chetumal Kriplani, father 
of  former Rajasthan Local 
Self  Government Minis-
ter and Nimbahera MLA 
Shreechand Kriplani. A 
tractor-trolley full of  
green fodder was offered 
to the cows as a mark of  
respect. On behalf  of  
MLA Shreechand Kripla-
ni, former MLA Ashok 
Navlakha, former BJP 

city president Nitin 
Chaturvedi, BJP city 
president Kapil Chaud-
hary, and other BJP lead-
ers and workers partici-
pated in the programme. 
They said that serving 
cows is a symbol of  Indi-
an culture, compassion 
and social service, and 
that such public welfare 
activities are a true trib-
ute to ancestors. Several 
BJP office-bearers, pub-

lic representatives, social 
workers and cow devo-
tees attended the event 
and paid floral tributes to 
Late Chetumal Kriplani. 
They also appealed to 
people to take part in cow 
protection and other so-
cial service activities. 
The programme conclud-
ed with a vote of  thanks 
by Ajit Jain, Minister of  
Shri Jain Diwakar Kamal 
Gaushala.

CBN Seizes 2.49 Tonnes of 
Doda Chura After Chase, 

Smuggler Escapes
Container truck 
abandoned after 
pursuit; 123 sacks of 
contraband 
recovered, probe 
underway

FAIR REPORT

Chittorgarh- The Cen-
tral Bureau of  Narcotics 
(CBN) seized 2,498.960 kg 
of  illegal doda chura 
from a container truck on 
the Bhadesar–Chittor-
garh road after a dramat-
ic chase. The truck driver 
fled after abandoning the 
vehicle, and officials have 
launched a search to 
trace him and the net-
work behind the con-
signment. According to 
CBN, the Kota unit re-
ceived information that 
a Rajasthan-registered 
container truck was car-
rying a huge quantity of  
illegal doda chura from 
the Bhadesar area to-
wards the Marwar re-

gion. A surveillance 
team was deployed on 
the suspected route. 
When officers signalled 
the truck to stop, the 
driver sped away. During 
the chase, the CBN team 
fired one warning round, 
but the driver continued 
for some distance before 
leaving the truck and es-
caping. For security rea-
sons, the container was 
taken to the CBN office 
in Kota instead of  being 
searched on the road-
side. During the search, 
officers found 123 sacks 
containing 2,498.960 kg 
of  doda chura. The con-
traband and the truck 
were seized under the 
NDPS Act. CBN officials 
are now investigating 
where the consignment 
came from, where it was 
meant to be delivered, 
and who was involved in 
the smuggling opera-
tion.

Lightning Kills Grandparents 
and 5-Year-Old Grandson 

Sleeping in Farm Hut

Lightning struck 
through the roof 
during heavy rain in 
Lunkhanda village; all 
three died on the 
spot

FAIR REPORT

Chittorgarh- What be-
gan as a welcome mon-
soon turned into a trage-
dy for a farming family in 
Lunkhanda village of  the 
Kaneraghata area. A cou-
ple and their 5-year-old 
grandson died after light-
ning struck their farm 
hut on Monday night. 
The child had stayed with 
his grandparents because 
of  heavy rain. According 
to police and family mem-
bers, Badrilal (40), his 
wife Chandribai (38) and 
their grandson Vishal (5) 
were sleeping in a hut on 
their farm to guard the 
crops. At around 10 pm, 
during heavy rain and 
thunderstorms, light-
ning struck the hut. Po-
lice believe the lightning 

entered through holes in 
the plastic sheet covering 
the roof. After hearing a 
loud explosion, family 
members and villagers 
rushed to the spot and 
found all three uncon-
scious. They were taken 
to Kanera Community 
Health Centre, where 
doctors declared them 
dead. Police shifted the 
bodies to the mortuary, 
and after post-mortem on 
Tuesday, handed them 
over to the family. Family 
members said the couple 
had been living in the 
farm hut for nearly 10 
years to protect their 
crops. They have two 
sons, aged 22 and 20, who 
work as labourers. 
Vishal, the only son of  
their elder son Dalchand, 
had gone to the farm for 
dinner on Monday even-
ing. As it started raining 
heavily, he stayed over-
night with his grandpar-
ents. He was an Angan-
wadi student.

India’s Missiles, Guns and Warships Are Now Arming the 
Indo-Pacific — And Southeast Asia Is Buying Almost All of It

A new Fair Report analysis lays bare how thoroughly India’s defence export map has pivoted eastward, with Myanmar, 
the Philippines and Vietnam alone cornering seven of every ten dollars New Delhi earns from arms sales

FAIR REPORT 
HEMRAJ TIKAMCHAND

NEW DELHI: For a country 
that spent decades as the 
world’s biggest arms im-
porter, the numbers now 
emerging from India’s de-
fence export ledger tell a 
strikingly different story. A 
Fair Report analysis has 
found that the Indo-Pacific 
has emerged as the central 
hub of  India’s defence ex-
ports over the past few 
years, with Myanmar, the 
Philippines and Vietnam 
standing out as the principal 
buyers — together account-
ing for a staggering 70.1 per 

cent of  India’s total defence 
exports between 2020 and 
2025.

The tilt is not merely 
about who is buying — it is 
about what they are buying. 
The analysis shows South-
east Asian nations have ab-

sorbed an overwhelming 
share of  India’s newest-gen-
eration defence hardware: 
85.5 per cent of  missile ex-
ports, 77.9 per cent of  artil-
lery exports and a remarka-
ble 90.2 per cent of  ship ex-
ports have flowed into the 

region. Behind these num-
bers sit some of  India’s most 
prized indigenous and co-
developed platforms — the 
Astra air-to-air missile and 
the Indo-Russian BrahMos 
supersonic cruise missile on 
the skies-and-seas front, and 
the ATAGS howitzer system 
holding down the artillery 
column.

This is no accidental drift. 
It is the arithmetic outcome 
of  a deliberate strategic ar-
chitecture — Prime Minis-
ter Modi’s Act East Policy 
and the broader SAGAR (Se-
curity and Growth for All in 
the Region) doctrine — that 

has spent years converting 
India’s neighbourhood di-
plomacy into a hard-power 
export pipeline. The Philip-
pines’ landmark $375-mil-
lion BrahMos acquisition 
opened the door; Vietnam 
and Indonesia’s expressions 
of  interest in the same mis-
sile system have kept it 
swinging wide. Taken to-
gether, these figures reflect a 
India that is no longer con-
tent merely defending its 
own waters — it is quietly 
arming the Indo-Pacific’s 
frontline states against a 
common, unnamed strategic 
anxiety along the South Chi-

na Sea. The reach extends 
well beyond the region’s bor-
ders. India’s defence exports 
are now finding their way to 
more than 80 countries — a 
footprint that would have 
seemed implausible for an 
industry that as recently as 
2017 exported less than $300 
million worth of  equipment 
annually. For a region in-
creasingly wary of  Beijing’s 
expanding military foot-
print, India’s rise as an arms 
supplier is being read less as 
commerce and more as 
counterweight — one mis-
sile battery, one warship and 
one artillery gun at a time.

Man Arrested in ₹9.90 
Lakh Online Bank Fraud 
Case Involving 80-Year-

Old Retired Citizen

Money withdrawn 
through SIM swap 
and online banking; 
role of bank 
manager and 
postman under 
investigation

FAIR REPORT

Chittorgarh-!Kapasan 
Police have arrested a 
man from Sikar district 
for allegedly cheating an 
80-year-old retired citi-
zen of  ₹9.90 lakh through 
online banking fraud. 
Police are also investi-
gating the role of  the 
bank manager and a 
postman in the case. Su-
perintendent of  Police 
Dharmendra Singh said 
the action was taken un-
der a special cyber crime 
drive led by Udaipur 
Range Inspector General 
Gaurav Srivastava. The 
operation was carried 
out under the supervi-
sion of  ASP Mukul Shar-
ma, DSP Harish Bharti, 
and Kapasan SHO Sunil 
Sharma. According to 
police, retired govern-

ment employee Ram-
chandra Sharma, a resi-
dent of  Tarakhedi, filed 
a complaint on June 25 
after finding ₹990,832 
missing from his SBI Ka-
pasan branch account. 
The bank informed him 
that a new ATM card had 
been issued and used 
along with online bank-
ing to transfer the mon-
ey to other accounts. The 
complainant alleged that 
the ATM card and online 
banking were activated 
without his application 
and that the ATM card 
was delivered to an un-
known person instead of  
him. During the investi-
gation, police identified 
and arrested Ritesh 
Saini from Govardhan-
pura in Sikar district. He 
is being questioned. Po-
lice suspect that more 
people were involved in 
the fraud and said fur-
ther arrests are likely. 
The role of  the bank 
manager and the post-
man is also under inves-
tigation.

Major Discussion on Women’s Safety, 
Outstanding Contributors to be Honoured

Women volunteers to 
interact at the 
auditorium; self-
defence demo and 
awareness on laws, 
helplines and cyber 
safety

FAIR REPORT

Chittorgarh- Under the 
Rajasthan Police’s state-
level campaign “Mahila 
Suraksha Sankalp – Safe-
ty and Dignity for Every 
Woman”, a women volun-
teers’ interaction and fe-
licitation programme 

will be held on Wednes-
day, July 8, at Indira Pri-
yadarshini Auditorium. 
The event will take place 
from 11 am to 1 pm. Su-
perintendent of  Police 
Dharmendra Singh said 
the programme aims to 
create awareness about 
women’s safety, rights 
and legal provisions. 
Women and men who 
have made outstanding 
contributions to women’s 
safety will also be hon-
oured. The programme 
will be attended by Surak-

sha Sakhis, Women CLG 
members, Anganwadi 
workers, Rajeevika mem-
bers, Sathins, NSS and 
NCC volunteers, NGO 
representatives, school 
and college teachers, 
ANMs, GNMs, women ad-
vocates, ASHA workers, 
homemakers and women 
hostel wardens. A self-
defence demonstration 
will also be organised. 
Participants will be in-
formed about the RajCop 
Citizen App, Women Ga-
rima Helpline 1090, Cyber 

Helpline 1930, cyber safe-
ty, Kalika Patrolling Unit, 
Women Shakti Self-De-
fence Training Scheme, 
Senior Citizen Safety 
Scheme, Women Beat Of-
ficer Scheme, new crimi-
nal laws, POCSO Act, 
POSH Act, One Stop Cen-
tre, SHe-Box, and tenant 
and domestic worker ver-
ification. Police have ap-
pealed to all invited par-
ticipants to attend the 
programme on time and 
support the women’s safe-
ty awareness campaign.

Bullseye in the Cosmos: Indian Team 
Discovers Bizarre “Bow-and-Arrow” 
Galaxy Two Billion Light-Years Away

RAD-BAARG breaks 
every rule radio 
astronomers have 
written for how 
galaxies are supposed 
to look — and it took 
a citizen scientist, not 
a supercomputer, to 
spot it
NEW DELHI: Somewhere 
in the depths of  intergalac-
tic space, a galaxy is doing 
something astronomers 
have theorised about for 
years but had never actu-
ally seen with this much 
clarity — ploughing 
through a wall of  hot gas at 
supersonic speed, and leav-
ing behind a cosmic shock-
wave shaped, unmistaka-
bly, like a bow and arrow. 
The discovery, credited to 
twelve researchers work-
ing with India’s own citi-
zen-science platform, has 
been named RAD-BAARG 

— a portmanteau of  RAD@
home and Bow-And-Arrow 
Radio Galaxy — and it sits 
roughly two billion light-
years from Earth, its arc-
like structure stretching 
nearly 1.8 million light-
years across. To put that 
scale in perspective, the 
structure alone is wider 
than most galaxy clusters, 
an object so vast that its 
warped geometry had to be 
captured through the Low-
Frequency Array (LOFAR) 
radio telescope before any-
one could even confirm 
what they were looking at. 
What sets RAD-BAARG 
apart isn’t just its size — 
it’s its refusal to conform. 
Most radio galaxies form 
neat, symmetrical lobes on 
either side of  their host 
galaxy, like matching bal-
loons of  magnetised plas-
ma inflated by jets from a 

central supermassive black 
hole. RAD-BAARG breaks 
that mould entirely: one of  
its jets slams into a shock 
front and bends backward 
into a vast arc, while the 
structure remains lopsided 
and asymmetric — a shape 
scientists say may repre-
sent one of  the clearest ra-
dio signatures yet recorded 
of  a galaxy falling super-
sonically into a cluster en-
vironment, similar to the 
shockwave that forms 
ahead of  a supersonic air-
craft. Perhaps the most 
striking part of  the story is 
not the physics, but who 
found it. RAD-BAARG was 
first flagged not by a ma-
chine-learning algorithm 
combing through terabytes 
of  survey data, but by a vol-
unteer working with the 
RAD@home Astronomy 
Collaboratory.

RAD-BAARG breaks 
every rule radio 
astronomers have 
written for how 
galaxies are supposed 
to look - and it took a 
citizen scientist, not a 
supercomputer, to 
spot it

NEW DELHI : Somewhere 
in the depths of  intergalac-
tic space, a galaxy is doing 
something astronomers 
have theorised about for 
years but had never actual-
ly seen with this much clar-
ity — ploughing through a 
wall of  hot gas at superson-
ic speed, and leaving behind 
a cosmic shockwave shaped, 
unmistakably, like a bow 
and arrow. The discovery, 
credited to twelve research-
ers working with India’s 
own citizen-science plat-
form, has been named RAD-
BAARG — a portmanteau 
of  RAD@home and Bow-
And-Arrow Radio Galaxy 
— and it sits roughly two 
billion light-years from 
Earth, its arc-like structure 
stretching nearly 1.8 mil-
lion light-years across. 


