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Poison in the Pantry? Rajasthan Cracks Down on Unsafe 
Mustard Oil, Bans Three ‘Tagore’ Brand Batches
n FAIR REPORT 
JAIPUR
In a decisive move to pro-
tect public health, Ra-
jasthan’s Food Safety and 
Drug Control Department 
has imposed an immedi-
ate ban on the manufac-
ture, sale, distribution, 
storage, and display of  
three batches of  Tagore 
Brand Mustard Oil after 
they were declared unsafe 
by the State Food Labora-
tory in Jaipur.

The action is more than 
a regulatory order—it 
sends a strong message to 
food manufacturers that 
consumer health cannot 

be sacrificed for commer-
cial gain.

Based on laboratory 
analysis, Batch Nos. 01, 02, 
and 10, manufactured by 
M/s Goyal Oil Industries, 
were found to be unsafe 
under the provisions of  
the Food Safety and Stand-
ards Act, 2006. Acting on 
the findings, Food Safety 
and Drug Control Com-
missioner Dr. T. Shubha-
mangala ordered an im-
mediate prohibition on 
the manufacture, sale, 
distribution, storage, and 
display of  the affected 
batches. The restriction 
will remain in force for an 

initial period of  two 
months, or for such dura-

tion as prescribed under 
law.

The crackdown comes 
amid growing concerns 

over food quality and adul-
teration, reinforcing the 
state’s resolve to hold 
manufacturers accounta-
ble when public health is 
at stake.

Dr. Ravi Shekhawat, 
Designated Officer (Food 
Safety) and Chief  Medical 
and Health Officer, Jaipur-
I, urged consumers not to 
use Tagore Brand Mus-
tard Oil from the prohib-
ited batches if  they al-
ready possess the product 
and advised them to re-
turn it to the retailer. He 
also directed wholesalers, 
distributors, and retailers 
to immediately remove 

the affected batches from 
their shelves and comply 
with the department’s or-
ders.

The department has 
warned that any food busi-
ness operator found sell-
ing or storing the prohib-
ited batches will face 
stringent legal action un-
der the Food Safety and 
Standards Act, 2006.

The action also serves 
as a warning to compa-
nies that compromise 
quality standards while 
placing unsafe products 
on consumers’ tables. Of-
ficials have made it clear 
that inspections and en-

forcement drives will con-
tinue, and any attempt to 
endanger public health 
will invite strict regulato-
ry action.

The issue extends be-
yond a single brand. It 
raises a larger question 
about accountability with-
in the food industry. Con-
sumers have the right to 
expect that the products 
they buy are safe. When 
that trust is violated, regu-
latory authorities are ex-
pected to act swiftly—and 
Rajasthan’s latest crack-
down demonstrates ex-
actly that.

Before the Thirst Hits: Rajasthan Pushes Before the Thirst Hits: Rajasthan Pushes ₹₹90,000-Crore 90,000-Crore 
Ramjal Setu to Redraw Eastern India’s Water MapRamjal Setu to Redraw Eastern India’s Water Map

HEMRAJ TIKAMCHAND  
n FAIR REPORT 
JAIPUR

Seeking to fast-track one 
of  Rajasthan’s most ambi-
tious water infrastructure 
projects, Chief  Minister 
Bhajan Lal Sharma on 
Thursday directed offi-
cials to complete the Ram-
jal Setu Link Project ahead 
of  schedule, stressing 
strict adherence to time-
lines, construction quality 
and transparent rehabili-
tation of  affected families.

Reviewing the multi-
crore project at a high-lev-
el meeting, Sharma de-
scribed the initiative as a 
“historic intervention” to 
secure eastern Rajasthan’s 
long-term water future, 
saying it would transform 
drinking water supply, ir-
rigation and industrial 
development across the 
region.

The revised ₹90,000-crore 
Ramjal Setu Link Project 
aims to create an integrat-
ed water transfer network 
linking major reservoirs 
and river systems, signifi-
cantly expanding the 
scope of  the earlier East-
ern Rajasthan water plan. 
In its first phase alone, the 
project is expected to pro-
vide drinking water to 
nearly 32.5 million people 
across 17 districts, while 
also strengthening irriga-
tion and industrial water 
availability.

“The project is not mere-
ly about moving water; it is 
about reshaping the eco-
nomic and social future of  
eastern Rajasthan,” Shar-
ma said, directing depart-
ments to closely monitor 
every component, submit 
monthly progress reports 
and ensure that construc-
tion quality remains un-

compromised.
The Chief  Minister re-

viewed progress on critical 
components, including the 
Bisalpur-Mor Sagar link, 
Isarda-Bandh Baretha feed-
er, Isarda-Ramgarh water 
diversion, Khura Chainpu-
ra-Jaisamand link, and the 

Brahmani Barrage, in-
structing officials to main-
tain continuous supervi-
sion of  ongoing works.

Sharma also underlined 
that land acquisition, re-
habilitation and compen-
sation must be carried out 
with “complete transpar-

ency and sensitivity,” en-
suring that no affected 
family faces hardship dur-
ing implementation.

Officials informed the 
meeting that projects 
worth over ₹24,000 crore 
are currently under exe-
cution, while construc-

tion of  the Navnera Bar-
rage and Isarda Dam has 
already been completed. 
Work is progressing on 
the Ramgarh and Mahal-
pur barrages, the Navnera 
Pump House excavation, 
feeder canals and multi-
ple pumping stations 

forming the backbone of  
the interlinked water net-
work. A major engineer-
ing highlight is the 
₹2,330-crore Chambal Aq-
ueduct, where nearly 3,700 
of  the planned 5,060 foun-
dation piles have already 
been completed. Once op-
erational, the aqueduct 
will lift water from the 
Navnera Barrage into the 
Mej River before distrib-
uting it through an exten-
sive system of  feeder ca-
nals and pumping stations 
to Galwa, Bisalpur and 
Isarda reservoirs. The 
structure is also expected 
to serve as an additional 
transport corridor con-
necting parts of  Kota and 
Bundi districts.

Officials said align-
ment work for the Isarda-
Ramgarh and Khura 
Chainpura-Jaisamand 
pipelines is in its final 

stage, while land acquisi-
tion and forest clearance 
processes for the Brahma-
ni Barrage are progress-
ing simultaneously. The 
Ramjal Setu project gath-
ered momentum after the 
Rajasthan government 
signed an MoU with Mad-
hya Pradesh in January 
2024, followed by a tripar-
tite agreement between 
Rajasthan, Madhya 
Pradesh and the Union 
Government, exchanged in 
the presence of  Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi in 
Jaipur on December 17, 
2024. If  executed on sched-
ule, the project is expected 
to become one of  India’s 
largest inter-basin water 
transfer systems—promis-
ing to redefine water secu-
rity, agricultural resilience 
and industrial growth 
across eastern Rajasthan 
for decades to come.

New Delhi: In a gesture 
that captured the weight of  
the moment, Auckland’s icon-
ic Sky Tower lit up in the col-
ours of  the Indian tricolour 
on Friday, marking Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi’s ar-
rival in New Zealand — a 
visit that carries historic sig-
nificance, coming four dec-
ades after an Indian Prime 
Minister last set foot on Kiwi 
soil.

The illuminated skyline, a 
striking visual against Auck-
land’s night sky, was New 
Zealand’s way of  rolling out 
the ceremonial red carpet for 
a visit both governments are 
billing as a potential turning 
point in bilateral ties. PM 
Modi himself  described the 
trip as “historic,” a word that 
carries particular weight 

given the near-total diplomat-
ic hiatus at the highest level 
between the two nations 
since the early 1980s.

A Long Gap, A Bigger 
Moment: That 40-year gap is 
not a footnote — it’s the story. 
For a relationship that has 
otherwise ticked along quietly 
through trade, education ex-
changes, and a sizeable Indian 
diaspora in New Zealand, the 
absence of  top-level political 
engagement has been con-

spicuous. Modi’s visit, then, 
isn’t merely protocol — it sig-
nals an active recalibration of  
India’s outreach across the 
Indo-Pacific, with New Zea-
land entering a diplomatic 
conversation that has, in re-
cent years, centred more heav-
ily on Australia, Japan, and the 
Quad grouping.

What’s at Stake :Officials 
on both sides are framing the 
visit as one poised to chart 
new direction for India-New 
Zealand relations — although 
specifics of  the agenda, from 
trade to strategic cooperation, 
are expected to unfold over the 
coming days. The optics, at 
least, have already made their 
statement: a glowing tower, a 
tricolour salute, and a Prime 
Minister determined to make 
up for lost decades.

Sky Tower Turns Tricolour as PM 
Modi Touches Down in New Zealand 
— First Indian PM Visit in 40 Years

n FAIR REPORT 
JAIPUR/NIMBAHERA
In a significant legislative ap-
pointment, senior BJP MLA 
from Nimbahera and former 
Rajasthan Urban Develop-
ment Minister Shrichand 
Kriplani has been appointed 
Chairman of  the Rajasthan 
Legislative Assembly’s Com-
mittee on Home, Local Bod-
ies and Panchayati Raj Insti-
tutions for the 2026–27 term.

According to a bulletin is-
sued by the Rajasthan Legis-
lative Assembly Secretariat, 
the appointment was made 
under the directions of  the 
Speaker of  the Assembly. 
Kriplani succeeds Dr Jas-
want Singh Yadav, who will 
continue to serve as a mem-
ber of  the committee. The 
committee is one of  the As-

sembly’s key oversight bod-
ies, entrusted with examin-
ing matters relating to the 
Home Department, urban 
local bodies and Panchayati 
Raj institutions, while re-
viewing governance, policy 
implementation and admin-
istrative accountability 
across these sectors. A sea-
soned legislator with exten-
sive administrative experi-
ence, Kriplani said he was 
honoured by the responsibil-
ity entrusted to him. Thank-

ing the Speaker of  the Ra-
jasthan Legislative Assem-
bly and the party leadership, 
he said he would discharge 
his duties with integrity, im-
partiality and accountabili-
ty, while giving top priority 
to public welfare and the 
state’s interests. The ap-
pointment has been widely 
welcomed across Nimba-
hera and the Chittorgarh 
district. Public representa-
tives, social organisations, 
BJP office-bearers and party 
workers congratulated Kri-
plani, expressing confidence 
that his legislative experi-
ence, administrative acu-
men and commitment to 
public service would en-
hance the committee’s effec-
tiveness and strengthen leg-
islative oversight.

Kriplani to Head Key Rajasthan 
Assembly Panel on Home, Urban 
Governance and Panchayati Raj

Jaipur/Udaipur, July 10: A 
bribery investigation in 
Rajasthan’s health depart-
ment took a dramatic turn 
on Thursday after the Anti-
Corruption Bureau (ACB) 
arrested an alleged middle-
man while the senior gov-
ernment official he was 
purportedly working for 
fled before investigators 
could reach him.

The ACB said it trapped 
Abdul Qadir, who allegedly 
acted as a conduit for Dr. 
Ratan Bilwal, Joint Direc-
tor, Medical and Health 
Services, Udaipur Zone, in 
connection with an alleged 
bribe demand linked to 
regulatory approval for a 
private diagnostic labora-
tory.

According to the ACB, 
the complainant alleged 
that ₹1.30 lakh was demand-
ed to approve the registra-
tion required for adding a 
radiologist’s name to oper-
ate a sonography machine 
at the laboratory. During 
verification, investigators 
claim the alleged demand 
was negotiated down to 
₹30,000, which was alleged-
ly agreed to be collected 
through the middleman.

Acting on the complaint, 
an ACB team from Ban-
swara laid a trap under the 
supervision of  Deputy In-
spector General Dr. 
Rameshwar Singh. Investi-
gators alleged that Abdul 
Qadir accepted and count-
ed the cash before sensing 

₹30,000 Trap, ₹1.3 Lakh 
Alleged Demand: Udaipur 

Health Official Goes Missing 
as ACB Nets Middleman
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PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

Union Home Minister Amit Shah and
Union Minister of Ports, Shipping and
Waterways Sarbananda Sonowal on
Friday reviewed the status of the Bureau
of Port Security (BoPS) establishment.

The home minister directed that only
licensed private security agencies be
assigned port security duties, with
deployment limited to personnel trained
by the Central Industrial Security Force
(CISF). He instructed that training at the
Port Security Training Institute (PSTI)
begin as soon as possible, utilising the
current infrastructure.

Shah instructed officials to create a
database of all security personnel to be
deployed under BoPS. He said all ports
under the BoPS framework must have
container scanning facilities. The CISF
was directed to conduct trial runs of the
proposed security arrangements at
major ports, including Visakhapatnam,
Jawaharlal Nehru, and Mundra. The
home minister stated that the
Government, under Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, remains committed to
strengthening coastal security.

The Bureau of Port Security (BoPS) is
being set up as a statutory body under
the Ministry of Ports, Shipping and
Waterways. Headed by a Director

General, BoPS will oversee regulatory and
inspection functions for ship and port
facility security. Its responsibilities include
collecting and analysing security informa-
tion, with a focus on cybersecurity and
protection of IT infrastructure.

Shah met with Department of
Fisheries officials and directed steps to
improve security at fishing harbours
and fish landing centres. He instruct-
ed wider promotion of the ISRO-devel-
oped ‘Nabhmitra’ app to increase its
use among fishermen. Also, the
Department of Fisheries is to write to
the District Magistrates (DMs) and
Superintendents of Police (SPs) of all
districts, requesting that they submit
to the Central Government a list of 

all fish landing centres in their 
respective districts.

He also said that the registration
process for fishermen should be simpli-
fied and made more accessible. He
further directed that the District
Superintendents of Police should ensure
adequate security arrangements at fish
landing centres and that only perma-
nent police personnel are deployed at
these facilities.

Union Home Secretary, Director of the
Intelligence Bureau, Secretary, Border
Management, Secretary, Ports, Shipping
and Waterways, Secretary, Department of
Fisheries, Director General of the Central
Industrial Security Force (CISF), and other
senior officials attended the meeting.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan has
ordered a probe into the
role of NCERT officials who
failed to defend in the high
court a decision of “black
listing action” against a
firm tasked with supplying
paper for textbooks,
sources said.

Bafna Global Venture
Private Limited moved the
Delhi High Court on June 24,
citing the blacklisting order
by NCERT issued on June 22,
barring it for two years from
participating in the pro-
curement process of the
National Council  of
Educational Research and
Training (NCERT).

While nobody from the
NCERT appeared for the
high court hearing, the
court granted immunity
to the firm from coercive
action till further orders.
The court also restrained
the NCERT from invoking
over `6 crore bank guaran-
tee furnished by the paper
supplier. “Taking serious
note of reports that NCERT
failed to effectively defend
its decision to blacklist a
paper supplier before the
Delhi  High Court ,
Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan has
directed str ict  act ion

against the officers respon-
sible for the lapse,” a
source said.

“The minister has ordered
accountability for the offi-
cials who failed to take the
necessary legal steps, rein-
forcing a zero-tolerance
approach towards adminis-
trative and legal lapses while
ensuring greater account-
ability in textbook produc-
tion and procurement,” the
source added.

The source further said
that the minister, while
cracking the whip on offi-
cials who have defied the
high court directions,
ordered for initiating strict
legal action against them.
“The ministry has asked
NCERT to examine how
Bafna Global  Venture
Private Limited was select-
ed despite allegedly not
meeting the required con-
ditions, why it subsequent-
ly failed to adhere to the
paper-supply schedule and
how the council’s case
went unrepresented in
court,” the source said.

The firm argued in the
court that the delay in print-
ing of books was because
hydrogen peroxide, the
bleaching agent for the
purpose of manufacturing
paper, was not available to
the war in Iran.  The case is
now listed for July 20 in the
Delhi High Court. 

PRAMOD KUMAR SINGH 
n New Delhi

On Friday, the National
Investigation Agency (NIA)
filed a chargesheet in the
NIA Special Court in Jammu
against six senior leaders of
the All Parties Hurriyat
Conference. They are accused
of being involved in mob
violence and firing at police
officers in Srinagar in 1996.

The chargesheet lists Shabir
Ahmad Shah, Syed Ali Shah
Geelani, Abdul Ganie Lone,
Mohd Yaqoob Wakeel (also
called Mohd Yaqoob Vakil),
Javid Ahmad Mir, and Shakeel
Ahmad Bakshi. They are
charged with criminal con-
spiracy, attempted murder,
rioting, and assaulting public

servants under the Ranbir
Penal Code, 1989, and Section
13 of the Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act, 1967.

Syed Ali Shah Geelani,
Abdul Ganie Lone, and Mohd
Yaqoob Wakeel have passed
away. Charges against them
have been dropped, but the
NIA has still recorded their
alleged roles in the incident.

The case is about events on
July 17, 1996, when a large
crowd, said to be led by
Hurriyat leaders, carried the
body of militant Hilal Ahmad
Beigh from Parimpora to
Eidgah in Srinagar for burial.
At Naaz Crossing, police from
Shergarhi station tried to
control the procession, but
violence broke out. The
crowd reportedly threw

stones, damaged property,
blocked traffic, and shouted
slogans like “Hindustan
Murdabad.” Unidentified mil-
itants, said to include Hizbul
Mujahideen members in the

crowd, fired at the police
with the intent to kill. Several
security personnel were hurt.

The original FIR was filed at
Shergarhi Police Station in
Srinagar, and the NIA later

took over the investigation.
The agency claims that the
separatist leaders planned
and encouraged the mob,
which led to the armed attack
on the police.

The chargesheet describes
the events and details each
accused person’s role in pro-
voking the crowd. The NIA
has also used laws related to
unlawful activities. Shabir
Ahmad Shah was arrested in
April 2026 in connection with
this case and remains in
custody. Other accused, like
Javid Ahmad Mir and Shakeel
Ahmad Bakshi, have also
faced action as the investiga-
tion continues.

The All Parties Hurriyat
Conference was created in
the early 1990s as a group of

separatist political and reli-
gious organisations in Jammu
and Kashmir. It has always
opposed the region joining
India’s constitutional system.
Filing the chargesheet almost
thirty years later shows the
NIA’s ongoing effort to inves-
tigate and prosecute cases of
past violence and separatist
actions in Jammu and
Kashmir.

The agency says the inves-
tigation is still underway and
more legal steps may follow.
This move brings new focus to
the 1996 incident, as other
old cases involving separatist
leaders are also being looked
at again. The NIA Special Court
in Jammu will continue with
the case based on the
chargesheet filed on Friday.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n Patna/New Delhi

A high-level review meeting
on the progress of the renew-
able energy sector in Bihar,
future action plans, and the
effective and time-bound
implementation of various
renewable energy initiatives
was held on Thursday in the
presence of Bihar Chief
Minister Samrat Choudhary
and Union Minister for New
and Renewable Energy
Pralhad Joshi.

The meeting extensively
reviewed the implementa-
tion of the PM Surya Ghar
Muft Bijli Yojana, PM-KUSUM,
Utility-Led Aggregation (ULA),

Floating Solar Projects,
Battery Energy Storage
Systems (BESS), Green Energy
Corridor, Small Hydro Power
Projects, Solarisation of
Government Buildings, and
other renewable energy 
initiatives.

During the meeting, Ajay
Yadav, IAS, Energy Secretary,
Government of Bihar and
Chairman-cum-Managing
Director, Bihar State Power
Holding Company Limited
(BSPHCL), made a detailed
presentation highlighting
the progress, achievements,
ongoing initiatives, and
future roadmap of renew-
able energy projects in 
the State.

Santosh Kumar Sarangi,
Secretary, Ministry of New
and Renewable Energy
(MNRE), Government of India,
assured that the Government
of India would continue to
provide all possible technical,
policy, and financial support
for expanding renewable
energy projects in the State.

Appreciating Bihar’s inno-
vative Utility-Led Aggregation
(ULA) model, Union Minister
Pralhad Joshi advised the
State Government to expe-
dite the implementation of
the approved project. Chief
Minister Samrat Choudhary
emphasised the need for the
timely and effective imple-
mentation of the PM Surya
Ghar Muft Bijli Yojana, PM-
KUSUM, and other renew-
able energy schemes, direct-
ing the department to work
in mission mode.

Chief Minister also sug-
gested introducing a “Solar
Didi” initiative, on the lines of
the successful Surya Mitra
programme, to encourage

greater participation of
women in rural areas while
promoting awareness about
rooftop solar adoption.

Bihar Energy Minister
Shailesh Kumar alias Bulo
Mandal stated that the
Government of Bihar, with
the support of  the
Government of India, is
rapidly advancing renewable
energy initiatives and is com-
mitted to fully utilising the
State’s immense renewable
energy potential.

Other dignitaries present
included Deepak Kumar, IAS,
Principal Secretary to the
Chief Minister; Pratyaya Amrit,
IAS, Chief Secretary,
Government of Bihar;

Anupam Kumar, IAS, Joint
Secretary, MNRE; Sanjay
Kumar Singh, IAS, Secretary to
the Chief Minister; Rahul
Kumar, IAS, Managing
Director, North Bihar Power
Distribution Company Limited
(NBPDCL); Dr Nawal Kishor
Choudhary, IAS, Managing
Director, Bihar State Power
Transmission Company
Limited (BSPTCL); Saurabh
Jorwal,  IAS, Managing
Director, South Bihar Power
Distribution Company Limited
(SBPDCL); Shri Vishal Raj, IAS,
Managing Director, Bihar State
Power Generation Company
Limited (BSPGCL), along with
senior officials from MNRE
and the Energy Department.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

No app can block phone
calls originating from 1600
number series that are
meant for communications
by regulated entities and
the Government to citizens,
telecom regulator TRAI said
in a statement on Friday.

The Telecom Regulatory
Authority of India (TRAI) has
also clarified that promo-
tional calls originating from
140 number series cannot be
tagged or filtered by an app
and can only be blocked by
the DND registry, which is
managed by the regulator.
TRAI has also clarified that
promotional calls originat-
ing from 140 number series
cannot be tagged or filtered
by an app and can only 
be blocked by the DND 
registry.

“Under the Telecom
C o m m e r c i a l
Communications Customer
Preference Regulation
(TCCCPR), any tagging, block-
ing or filtering of the calls
originating from 1600 series
numbers is not permitted,”
Trai said.

The regulator said that it
has mandated the use of
1600 series numbers for
service and transaction calls
by regulated entities of
banking, financial services

and insurance entities regu-
lated by RBI, SEBI, IRDAI and
PFRDA to their existing cus-
tomers and by Government
entities for Government-to-
citizen communication.

The key objective of
assigning designated series
for these important com-
munications is to make such
calls trustworthy for the cit-
izens, the regulator said.

On calls starting with the
140 number series, Trai said
that it is meant for use by
registered telemarketers.

“The customers have the
right to allow or block pro-
motional calls originating
from 140 series numbers
from entities of any or all
sectors by registering their
preference on the Do Not
Disturb (DND) registry,” 
TRAI said.

The regulator said that a
customer who has blocked

any or all sectors from receiv-
ing promotional calls on the
DND registry will not receive
any calls from the 140 series
originating from entities of
the blocked sectors.

“The customer can register
his/her DND preference
through multiple means,
including the TRAI DND App.
Any tagging or filtering of
calls from 140 series
numbers is not allowed
except for blocking on the
DND registry, as any tagging
can mislead a customer who
has otherwise allowed
receipt of such calls from a
sector on the DND registry,”
TRAI said.

The clarification from TRAI
implies that customers will
not be able to tag calls from
numbers starting with 1600
and the 140 number series as
spam, fraud, or any other
type of call.

PRAMOD KUMAR SINGH 
n New Delhi

The Enforcement Directorate
(ED) has launched an investi-
gation under the Foreign
Exchange Management Act
(FEMA) into Mumbai busi-
nessman and film producer
Dharmesh Narendra Sangani
and his company, Kalanee
Impex Private Limited. The
investigation is looking into
claims of undisclosed foreign
assets, export proceeds not
brought back to India, and
suspicious international
transactions.

Officials said the agency
conducted searches on
Thursday (July 9) at locations
linked to the company and
Sangani. The investigation
found major issues, such as
export proceeds from over-
seas buyers not being
returned to India, a large
shareholding in an undis-
closed Canadian company,
and foreign bank accounts in
Canada, the United States,
and the United Arab Emirates
that were not reported to
authorities.

ED sources said that export
proceeds from some over-
seas buyers had still not been
received despite a long delay.
The company reportedly did
not receive time extensions
from the authorised dealer
bank and made no docu-
mented attempts to recover
the money. Some export pro-
ceeds were received from
third parties rather than the
buyers listed on the export

invoices or shipping bills.
During the raids, officials

found evidence of undis-
closed foreign assets and
bank accounts, including a
large shareholding in a
Canadian company that had
not been reported.

Sangani owned a large
share in a Canadian company
that was not disclosed, along
with related foreign bank
accounts and transactions
that were not reported to the
authorities. Investigators also
found a UAE business entity
connected to the case that
had not been disclosed. Bank
accounts in Canada, the US,
and the UAE have been
flagged in the investigation.
Officials noted that Customs
authorities in the United
States and the United
Kingdom are separately
probing certain transactions
involving Sangani, and the ED
is examining potential FEMA
violations arising from those.

During the searches, ED
officials claimed that Sangani

tried to destroy digital evi-
dence by throwing his mobile
phone from the 13th floor of a
building. Investigators later
recovered the phone and took
it as evidence. The ED has filed
a complaint with the Mumbai
Police against Sangani for
destroying evidence.

Dharmesh Narendra
Sangani is known as an entre-
preneur who became a film
producer. He is an active
director of Kalanee Impex
Private Limited, a Mumbai-
based company started on
December 7, 2011. Other direc-
tors are Rajeeta Dharmesh
Sangani and Narendra
Prabhudas Shangani. Sangani
is connected with veteran
actor and TV host Shekhar
Suman. He co-founded the
Shekhar Suman Film
Academy (SSFA) and is asso-
ciated with GBM Studios
Private Limited, which oper-
ates in film production and
training.

This is  not his f irst
encounter with regulators. In

September 2016, UK Border
Force officers seized about 7.4
kg of gold jewellery from
him upon his entry into the
UK, stating it was under-
declared.

The ED’s action is under
FEMA, 1999, which regulates
foreign exchange transac-
tions and violations in India.
Breaking these rules can lead
to penalties up to three times
the amount involved, as well
as confiscation of assets and
other strict measures. The
agency has become more
active in investigating cross-
border financial issues.

The investigation into
Kalanee Impex continues to
raise concerns about export-
related foreign exchange vio-
lations and the presence of
hidden foreign entities and
accounts. Customs agencies
from the US and UK are also
involved, making the case
more complex. The investiga-
tion is still ongoing. No arrests
have been made yet, and
officials are focused on col-
lecting more evidence.

The ED is still reviewing
documents, digital evidence,
and financial records found
during the searches. This case
has attracted attention in
both the entertainment and
business worlds because of
Sangani’s connections to the
film industry and the Shekhar
Suman Film Academy.

Sangani and his company
could not be reached for
comment. A statement from
the film academy with which
he is affiliated is still pending.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

Over 15,000 ‘sacred groves’
across the country will be
conserved and restored
under a new scheme —
‘Aastha Van Sanrakshan
Yojana’  — which was
approved on Friday,  
officials said.

The decision was taken at
the 7th Governing Body
meeting of the National
Compensatory Afforestation

Fund Management &
Planning Authority (CAMPA)
in Coimbatore, chaired by
Union Environment Minister
Bhupender Yadav.

“The Governing Body

approved the Aastha Van
Sanrakshan Yojana, a new
scheme with an initial
corpus of `3,000 crore over
five years (2026-27 to 2030-31)
for the conservation and
restoration of nearly 15,000
sacred groves across the
country, along with a new
scheme for landscape
restoration, combating land
degradation and biodiversi-
ty loss, to be supported from
the national fund,” a senior
official said.

‘Aastha Vans’ refers to
sacred groves — small, pro-
tected forest patches revered
by local communities for
their cultural and religious
significance.

The meeting reviewed the
overall performance of
CAMPA and considered
several new proposals and
initiatives aimed at strength-
ening compensatory
afforestation, forest conser-
vation and wildlife protec-
tion across the country.

SAUGAR SENGUPTA 
n Kolkata

Riots ,  vandalism and
destruction of public prop-
erty are things of the past
as the police have been
given a free hand to do
what they have been
trained to do. That was the
stern statement Bengal
Chief Minister Suvendu
Adhikari issued during his
first visit to Murshidabad
after assuming charge.

Emerging from an admin-
istrative meeting, Adhikari
said, “There will be no rep-
etition of incidents that took
place at places like Dhulian,
Shamsherganj, Rejinagar or
Shaktipur… I have told the
police that they will not
have to wait for permis-
sion… I told them, ‘Do what-
ever you have been trained
to do and whatever the law
permits you to do under the
BNS… there will be no com-
promise on law and order.”
The police have also been
asked to show no leniency
towards the infiltrators. “No
mercy for infiltrators… I 
told them,” the Chief
Minister said.  

Adhikari was apparently
referring to last year’s post-
Wakf Bill  riots in
Murshidabad that saw two
deaths and hundreds of
Hindu families fleeing to
neighbouring Malda district.
Another ostensible point of
reference was the large-
scale violence and arson
when a number of Railway
stations and trains were
torched during the anti-CAA
agitation a few years ago.

“The Government is com-
mitted towards strictly
maintaining law and order,
and there will be no com-
promise on that issue… so
this is a warning to the mis-
chief mongers… no amount
of hooliganism will be toler-

ated by the Government,”
he said, adding the new
“Anti-Social Activities Bill
(Anti-Goonda Bill) and the
Maintenance of Public Order
(Amendment) Bill would be
implemented from Monday
onwards.

Adhikari was visiting
Murshidabad ahead of the
Rejinagar Assembly by-elec-
tion, where the seat fell
vacant after local Aam
Janata Unnayan Party MLA
Humayun Kabir resigned as
an MLA from this seat. He
had won from two seats of
Bharatpur and Rejinagar.
The Chief Minister issued
warnings to Kabir, a former
TMC leader, against issuing
communal statements.
Murshidabad is a Muslim-
majority district.

The Chief Minister, who
later addressed a public
rally, said within 45 days of
his Government coming to
power, it had allocated 338
acres of land to the BSF for
fencing the international
border with Bangladesh.
“Out of 368 acres that was
the original ask, we have
allocated 338 acres to the
BSF… the rest will be done
soon,” the Chief Minister
said,  adding his
Government was taking up
the Ganga erosion issue in
the area. About ̀ 2500 crore
had been requisitioned
from the Centre and the
work would begin post-
monsoon, he said.

NIA chargesheets 6 Hurriyat leaders in 1996 case

Amit Shah, Sonowal review Bureau of Port Security setupWest Bengal CM gives cops
free hand on law and order

Union Govt, Bihar agree to accelerate PM Surya Ghar scheme

ED opens FEMA probe against film producer Dharmesh Sangani No app can block 1600 series Govt, bank calls: TRAI

Govt clears `3,000-cr scheme to save 15,000 sacred groves

Pradhan orders probe into
NCERT legal lapse in HC

Bengal CM Suvendu Adhikari

Union Minister Bhupender Yadav
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Assam budget revenue neutral, focus
on jobs, women empowerment: CM
TONY DAS n Guwahati

Assam Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma on Friday termed
the State Budget ‘revenue
neutral’, with revenue expen-
diture, CapEx and revenue
receipts balanced. 

Addressing a press confer-
ence after state Finance
Minister Jayanta Malla Baruah
presented his maiden Budget
in the Assembly, Sarma said the
fiscal plan reflects the BJP’s
‘Sankalp Patra’ pledges, with
focus on jobs, women empow-
erment, power, connectivity
and agriculture sectors.

“It is a revenue-neutral
budget. It means salary, inter-
est, pension, and committed
liabilities, which form revenue
expenditure, and revenue
earnings are balanced…
Capital and revenue expendi-
tures, and revenue receipts are
at the same pace and bal-
anced,” he said. The Chief
Minister highlighted that in
2015-16, capital expenditure
was `2,951 crore, which has
increased to `29,000 crore
this time. 

On the tax front, he said,
“Barring the green cess, it is a

tax-neutral budget. It is in
sync with the state’s financial
health.” Green cess has been
proposed to discourage indus-
tries from continuing pollu-
tion-causing actions and
encourage sustainable practis-
es, Sarma said.

Highlighting various
Budgetary proposals, the chief
minister said ̀ 6,000 crore has
been earmarked to imple-
ment flagship welfare schemes
such as Orunodoi, Nijut Moina.  

He further said the state
Government was working 
with Japan International
Cooperation Agency (JICA) to

develop a `1,200-crore semi-
conductor ecosystem, so that
local MSMEs can produce items
to meet requirements of such
industries.

On the technology front,
Sarma said an AI module will
be introduced in state
Government offices in a
phased manner, with four to
five departments set to imple-
ment it soon. 

Asserting his Government’s
tough stand against criminals
and polygamy, the chief min-
ister warned that
“Government employees will
lose their jobs for polygamy,

and those with criminal
antecedents won’t get benefits
of any schemes.”

Baruah on Friday presented
a `2,85,084 crore Budget for
the 2026-27 financial year,
proposing to raise the tax
exemption limit for small tea
growers by four times and
cut VAT on piped natural gas
by almost 10 percentage
points. He also announced
continuance of all major
schemes rolled out during the
last five years, while stating
that he aims to cut the Budget
deficit to `419 crore.

The Budget proposed
increasing the tax exemption
limit for small tea growers
fourfold to ̀ 10 lakh and raising
the subsidy on orthodox and
specialty tea by 50 per cent. 

Finance Minister also
announced a subsidy for
export-oriented and premium-
quality Assam CTC tea for the
first time.

“To provide relief to small
tea growers, I propose to
enhance the agricultural
income tax exemption thresh-
old from `2.5 lakh to `10 lakh
of annual agricultural income,”
he added.

MOHIT KANDHARI n Jammu

Even after extending an invitation to
a cross-section of political leaders to
join a sit-in-protest in the national
Capital on July 20, the opening day
of Parliament’s Monsoon Session, to
press the Centre to restore Jammu
and Kashmir’s statehood, Jammu
and Kashmir Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah on Friday said the party is
yet to get permission for the protest.

The National Conference has
invited 52 leaders of political and reli-
gious outfits across the country to
join its protest.

Speaking to reporters on the side-
lines of an event in Srinagar, the CM
said the party is seeking permission
for a protest at Jantar Mantar, but
alleged that some people were
trying to “sabotage” their plan.

Referring to permission granted to
the Cockroach Janta Party for the
protest, the chief minister said that
while the digital outfit received
approval within 24 hours, the
National Conference had been
waiting for the past 4-5 days.

Abdullah also alleged that some
people were trying to “sabotage” the
NC plan.

“We have been trying for four-five
days. Some people are engaged in
sabotaging our programme. They
have changed their dates and
matched them with our dates,” he

said, without naming anyone.
The National Conference has

extended invitation to all  its  
likeminded parties and their leaders
including Congress leaders Sonia
Gandhi, Mallikarjun Kharge, and
Rahul  Gandhi ,  DMK chief  
MK Stalin, TMC’s Mamata Banerjee,
SP’s Akhilesh Yadav, BSP’s Mayawati,
RJD’s Lalu Prasad Yadav, NCP’s 
Sharad Pawar,  UBT’s  Uddhav
Thackeray, AAP’s Arvind Kejriwal, 
YSR Congress’s YS Jagan Mohan
Reddy, BRS’s K Chandrashekar Rao,
AIMIM’s Asaduddin Owaisi, and SAD’s
Sukhbir Singh Badal.

Tamil Nadu chief minister and
Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam chief C
Joseph Vijay, CPI’s D Raja, and Rajya
Sabha MP Kapil Sibal have also been
invited.

Invitees from Jammu and Kashmir
include former CMs Ghulam Nabi
Azad,  who is  the Chairman,
Democratic Progressive Azad Party
and Mehbooba Mufti — the PDP
chief — have been invited along with
BJP Jammu and Kashmir president
Sat Paul Sharma, Apni Party chief
Altaf Bukhari, Peoples Conference
chief Sajjad Lone, JKPCC chief Tariq
Hameed Karra, CPI(M) leader MY
Tarigami, MP and chief of Awami
Ittehad Party, Engineer Rashid, are
among the invitees.

Mirwaiz-e-Kashmir and chief of
Muttahida Majlis-e-Ulema (MMU), an
amalgam of several religious bodies,
Mirwaiz Umar Farooq, and Grand
Mufti ,  Jammu and Kashmir ,  
Mufti Nasir-ul-Islam, have also 
been invited.

Assam Chief Minister Himanta Sarma with Finance Minister Jayanta Malla
Baruah before presenting Budget in Assembly on Friday PIONEER PHOTO

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

The Centre has withdrawn
the licensing exemption for
medicinal formulations con-
taining more than 12 per
cent of ethyl alcohol and
brought them under stricter
regulatory oversight, includ-
ing mandatory licensing
and prescription-only sale,
to curb misuse and prevent
diversion for intoxication,
officials said.

Certain medicinal prod-
ucts, including tinctures of
cardamom, ginger and other
aromatic preparations, have
been exempted from licens-
ing requirements under
Schedule K of the Drugs
Rules, 1945, the ministry said.

Some of these formula-
tions contain high concen-
trations of ethyl alcohol, in
certain cases up to 80-90
per cent volume per volume
(v/v), making them suscep-
tible to misuse for intoxica-
tion, it said. References were
also received from certain
state Governments in this
regard, the ministry said.

To address this concern,
the Government has man-
dated that all formulations
containing more than 12
per cent v/v ethyl alcohol, in
quantities exceeding 30 ml,
shall no longer be covered

under the exemption pro-
vided under Schedule K.

Such products will be
required to obtain the req-
uisite licences under the
Drugs and Cosmetics Act,
1940, the ministry said.

The amendment also
shifts these products to
Schedule H1 of the Drugs
Rules, 1945, which man-
dates sale against the pre-
scription of a registered
medical practitioner and
stricter record-keeping.

“The amendment is
expected to strengthen reg-
ulatory oversight over those
medicinal products con-
taining alcohol, ensuring
their supply only through
the regulated pharmaceuti-
cal supply chain.

“It  will  significantly
reduce the possibility of
diversion and misuse while
ensuring their continued
availability for legitimate

therapeutic use,” the min-
istry said.

The amendments seek to
change the part under
Schedule K of the Drugs
Rules that was misused in
certain parts of the country,
sources said.

“It allowed certain prepa-
rations containing ingredi-
ents such as cardamom,
ginger and other spices to
remain exempt from the
prescribed limits on alcohol
content. This exemption led
to the sale of some products
with ethyl alcohol content as
high as 80 per cent, despite
being marketed as medicinal
preparations,” a source said.
The proposed changes seek
to ensure a uniform regula-
tory framework across all
categories of medicines con-
taining ethyl alcohol.

The existing provisions
under the Drugs Rules
already prescribe alcohol

limits for several tradition-
al systems of medicine.

Under Rule 161, Ayurvedic,
Siddha and Unani syrups are
permitted to contain a
maximum of 16 per cent
alcohol. Similarly, Rule 106B
limits the alcohol content in
Homoeopathic medicines
to 12 per cent.

The amendment propos-
es that medicinal prepara-
tions containing more than
12 per cent of ethyl alcohol
should no longer be able to
claim exemption under
Schedule K merely because
they contain ingredients
such as cardamom, ginger
or other spices.

The move is intended to
curb misuse of such prod-
ucts while ensuring that
genuine medicinal formula-
tions continue to be regulat-
ed under the appropriate
provisions of the Drugs
Rules, sources said.

The initiative is in line
with the Government’s con-
tinued efforts to strengthen
the regulatory framework
for drugs, promote the ratio-
nal and responsible use of
medicinal products and
safeguard public health, the
ministry said.

A gazette notification con-
taining the detailed amend-
ments is available on the
ministry website.

SAUGAR SENGUPTA n Kolkata

Former Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee on Friday
slammed the BJP for planning
to silence her and finish her
party, saying the BJP will
have to kill her to shut her up.

In a video message,
Banerjee said, “You have to kill
me to silence me … and you
have spared no effort to do
so,” launching a fierce attack
on the Bengal ruling outfit.

Referring to recent attacks
on the party leaders she said,
“you have attacked Mahua
(Moitra), Abhishek (Banerjee)
Kalyan (Banerjee) … you have
even not spared my house,”
reminding how “many of our
(ministerial) colleagues have
been put behind the bar …
they are languishing in jail
and sleeping on the floor …
you have paraded some of
them with ropes tied around
their waist … things (read
eggs) are being thrown at
them so that they cannot
come out of their houses.”

Banerjee’s attacks against
the BJP came almost in tandem
with a statement released by
former TMC MP and BJP Rajya
Sabha nominee Sushmita Dev.
On Friday, justified what she
called “political somersault”

saying her reason for quitting
the TMC was its getting
steeped in corruption and lack
of direction.

“Yes I have changed my
ideology from today because
I could not have continued in
a party which is steeped in
corruption and there is a
lack of direction in its leader-
ship … While Mamata
Banerjee is calling us back
Abhyishek Banerjee is calling
us gaddar (traitors) … this
party has no future it is as
good as finished,” she said.  

Banerjee’s statement also
came two days after her party
men taking part in a rally
were allegedly attacked by
the BJP men, leaving several
persons injured. Her state-
ment also came within hours
of the police freezing another
four bank accounts of her

party.
Based on complaints

lodged by Joynagar MLA of
the TMC’s breakaway section
Biswanath Das the
Bidhannagar Police on Friday
froze another bank accounts
of the former ruling party
leading to total number of
such frozen accounts to 12.

The development comes a
day after the Calcutta High
Court appointed a special
officer to oversee TMC’s bank
withdrawal for day-to-day
expenses, including legal
charges. Das had lodged a
formal complaint at the
Bidhannagar Cyber Crime
Police Station, alleging that
party bank accounts con-
tained proceeds from illegal
activities, leading to several
raids and subsequent freez-
ing of the accounts.

Kill me to silence me, finish
my party: Mamata to BJP

Govt tightens rules on high-alcohol medicinal formulations BJP criticises
Rahul Gandhi for
skipping student
programmes

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

The BJP on Friday criticised
Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi for allegedly “vaca-
tioning abroad”, describing
him as a “non-serious politi-
cian” who exploits students
only for political purposes. 

The ruling party claimed
that Gandhi’s absence has led
to the cancellation of his
scheduled student outreach
programmes this month. The
BJP’s remarks came after
Gandhi’s three scheduled
student outreach pro-
grammes were reportedly
cancelled.

BJP national spokesperson
Tuhin Sinha questioned
Gandhi’s whereabouts, claim-
ing that he has been absent
from public events for nearly
two weeks.

He further alleged that
Gandhi is  “completely
immersed in vacationing”
and has chosen holidays over
political engagements.

“It is absolutely shocking
that Rahul Gandhi has can-
celled three of his scheduled
student rallies because he
seems to be completely
immersed in vacationing. He
appears to be focused on his
holidays.

“Normally, students need a
break because they are
exhausted from preparing
for examinations. Here, stu-
dents may not be vacationing
as much, but Rahul Gandhi,
who has exploited students
for his politics, has gone on a
long break, leading to the
cancellation of three student
rallies,” he said.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

Hitting back at the Congress
over its claim that Australia’s
decision to supply uranium to
India was taken during the
UPA Government, the BJP on
Friday said international agree-
ments are signed and imple-
mented by Governments, not
political parties.

The Congress earlier said
that Australia’s uranium sales
to India were not a break-
through achieved by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
pointing out that then-
Australian prime minister
Julia Gillard had secured her
party’s approval in 2011 to sell
uranium to India following
the Indo-US nuclear pact.

Countering the Congress,
BJP national spokesperson
Pradeep Bhandari said that
Governments sign and imple-
ment international agree-
ments, not political parties.
“Not every Government func-
tions like the Gandhi-Vadra
family’s private limited enter-
prise,” Bhandari said in a
post on social media.

Questioning the Congress’
claims, Bhandari asked that if
the 2011 approval was such a
major success, why there
was “virtually no Australian
uranium supply to India
between 2011 and 2014”.

He also claimed that
Australia had said in 2012
that there would be “no
uranium supply to India
anytime soon”.

The India-Australia Civil
Nuclear Cooperation
Agreement was signed by

the Modi Government in
September 2014, Bhandari
said, claiming that the current
Government operationalised
the long-term Australian
uranium supply commit-
ments in 2026.

He also said the Congress
“may claim the Moon to
please its supporters”, but
“paper announcements
alone do not deliver results;
what matters is implement-
ing them on the ground”.

Congress general secre-
tary Jairam Ramesh earlier
said, “The BJP ecosystem is on
an overdrive to show that
Australia’s uranium sales to
India are a Modi break-
through. On December 4,
2011,  Australian Prime
Minister Julia Gillard got
approval of her party to sell
uranium to India following
the India-US Nuclear
Agreement of October 2008.”

“The BJP trolls that include
some of its MPs too need to
do their homework better,”
Ramesh said, sharing a
screenshot of media reports
from December 2011 stating
that Australia’s Labour Party
had endorsed plans to open
up uranium sales to India.

BJP hits back at Congress
over Australia uranium deal PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 

n New Delhi

National Human Rights
Commission (NHRC) chair-
person Justice V
Ramasubramanian  (retd)
has urged officers to remain
vigilant while dealing with
cases of bonded labour and
emphasised the need to
launch a helpline so that
labourers can seek help
when needed. 

The NHRC on July 9 heard
online 86 cases of alleged
bonded labour in brick kilns
across various districts of
Haryana, the rights panel
said on Friday.

Justice Ramasubramanian

presided over the hearing
that saw participation of
several senior officials of
the state Government and
various district magistrates
in Haryana.

He said in most of the
cases, the records had “not
been properly examined”
by the Government func-

tionaries concerned. 
“Therefore, they did not

have credible evidence to
declare the labourers as
bonded labourers,” the
rights panel said in a state-
ment. The NHRC chief urged
the officers to remain vigilant
while dealing with cases of
bonded labour.

He further asked them to
follow the requirements laid
down in the ‘Standard
Operating Procedure for
Identification and Rescue
of Bonded Labourers and
Prosecution of Offenders’,
issued by the Ministry of
Labour and Employment,
vide letter, dated May 14,
while constituting a team for
an inquiry into a complaint.

He also emphasised the
need to launch a helpline so
that labourers can seek help
when needed to help track
the incidents of bonded
labour. Samir Kumar, joint
secretary, NHRC, highlighted
the need to comply with the
panel’s directions and take

action as per its ‘Advisory 2.0
to Identify, Release and
Rehabilitate Bonded
Labourers’.

The Haryana chief secre-
tary, the labour commis-
sioner and the DMs, pre-
sented the bonded labour
cases during the hearing.
The Commission reviewed
the action taken reports
submitted by the DMs on the
complaints, under its consid-
eration, the statement said.

The state’s chief secretary
and the labour commissioner
assured the NHRC that all the
86 cases would be “reviewed”,
and the requisite information
and reports would be submit-
ted thereafter.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

The Ayushman Bharat Digital
Mission (ABDM) has emerged
as one of the world’s largest
digital health ecosystems,
with over 93.95 crore
accounts created, 105 crore
health records linked, and
5.33 lakh health facilities and
9.85 lakh healthcare profes-
sionals registered on the
national digital health reg-
istries, the Union health min-
istry said on Friday.

The initiative has also
enabled 2.72 lakh healthcare
facilities to adopt ABDM-
enabled software, generating
around 24 crore scan and
register tokens for faster OPD
registration and facilitating
seamless, consent-based
exchange of health informa-

tion across the healthcare
sector, according to an offi-
cial statement.

The observations were
made at the third meeting of
the Mission Steering Group
chaired by Union Health
Minister J P Nadda, which
reviewed the progress of the
Ayushman Bharat Digital
Mission and deliberated on
the roadmap for further
strengthening India’s digital
health ecosystem.

Addressing the meeting,
Nadda underscored the
transformative role of digital
public infrastructure in
improving access to quality
healthcare, enhancing conti-
nuity of care and empower-
ing citizens through secure
and consent-based access
to their health records, the
statement said.

He emphasised that tech-
nology must continue to serve
as a powerful enabler for
achieving universal health
coverage while ensuring inclu-
siveness, accessibility and
ease of use for every citizen.

During the meeting, the
Mission Steering Group
reviewed the progress on
the decisions taken during its
previous meeting, including

capacity-building initiatives,
strengthening of state-level
implementation mecha-
nisms, integration of digital
health platforms across
Government programmes,
enhanced participation of
private healthcare providers
and international collabo-
rations for knowledge
exchange in digital health.

The Mission Steering Group

appreciated the rapid expan-
sion of ABDM across states
and Union territories through
initiatives such as Model
Districts, Model Facilities and
Aarogya Setu 2.0, while
strengthening integration
with flagship Government
health programmes, includ-
ing Ayushman Bharat PM-
JAY, CGHS, ESIC and Nikshay,
the statement said.

The members observed
that these initiatives are
making healthcare more
accessible, interoperable and
citizen-centric by enabling
secure digital health records,
faster service delivery and
seamless access to health-
care services nationwide, it
said.

The meeting also deliber-
ated on measures to acceler-
ate adoption of ABDM across

the country, including pro-
posals to expand digital
health services, improve
interoperability, promote
adoption of nationally noti-
fied digital health standards,
strengthen governance
mechanisms and enhance
citizen convenience through
seamless digital access to
health services.

Concluding the meeting,
Nadda said, “While a robust
digital health infrastructure
has been created under
ABDM, the next phase must
focus on maximizing its
adoption and utilization
across the country.”

“Strengthening the health
sector is integral to realizing
the vision of Viksit Bharat by
2047, and ABDM will serve as
a critical pillar in that
journey,” he said.

Ayushman Bharat Digital mission now one of world’s largest health ecosystems

NHRC chairperson calls for vigilance on bonded labour, seeks helpline

Omar Abdullah says no permission yet
for July 20 protest on J&K Statehood

BJP national spokesperson 
Pradeep Bhandari
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A view of the swollen Beas River after its water level rose following heavy
rainfall in Kullu, Himachal Pradesh on Friday PTI

IN FOCUS

Mystery strikes hit Iran
after US mission ends
Gulf Arab States, which repeatedly have been tar-
geted by Iran since the war began February 28,
did not immediately respond to requests for
comment Friday over the strikes. The attacks
come as they and the US insist the Strait of
Hormuz, a vital waterway for world energy
markets, must be open and free to ships.

Iran says the strait must now be under its sole
control and that vessels should begin to pay fees
to Tehran - even though the world for decades
has considered it an international waterway.
About a fifth of all oil and natural gas transited
the strait before the war began.

Iran’s grip on the strait during the conflict led
to a global energy crisis, though oil prices have
sharply dropped since wartime highs of $ 120 a
barrel.  Israel, which took part in the Iran war,
also has not claimed any recent attacks on Iran. 

The US military’s Central Command said
Thursday around 6:30 am local Iran time that it
had concluded a round of strikes that saw some
90 targets hit. Shortly after that, Iranian news
outlets and state media reported a series of
airstrikes and explosions targeting the country’s
Bushehr and Sistan and Baluchestan provinces,
the cities of Ahvaz and Chabahar and other areas. 

A US defence official, speaking on condition
of anonymity to discuss operational details of the
American military campaign, said there had been
no new US strikes since the last round ended
Thursday morning.

Iran responded to the strikes Thursday by
launching a wider volley of attacks across the
Mideast, targeting Bahrain, Jordan, Kuwait and
Qatar. Missile alert sirens sounded in the four
countries, sending people to seek shelter. One
person was reportedly hurt in Kuwait as air
defence systems targeted the incoming fire
across the region. The leader of the UAE, Sheikh
Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, travelled to
Kuwait immediately after the Iranian attack for
a meeting with the small, oil-rich nation’s ruling
emir. Gulf Arab countries also held calls with
Qatar’s foreign minister, who has been deeply
involved along with Pakistan in mediating talks
between Iran and the US over the interim deal
now in place to halt the return of open warfare. 

During the Iran war, there also were a series
of unclaimed airstrikes. Officials later said both
Saudi Arabia and the UAE launched airstrikes on
Iran, after Tehran struck energy sites in their
countries. Having a Gulf country again strike Iran
likely could be an effort to deter Tehran from tar-
geting the Gulf states again. 

Israel, which under Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu has engaged in an intense campaign
against Iran, has not attacked the Islamic
Republic since June. In most cases, Israel imme-
diately claims its attacks on Iran. 

Israel’s Government said Netanyahu spoke
with US President Donald Trump on Thursday
night, with Trump updating Netanyahu “on
American moves in the Gulf.” 

Israel Katz, Israel’s defence minister, also
renewed threats that his nation stood ready to
confront Iran if needed.

The Israeli military “is on alert and ready to
renew the campaign, to reestablish aerial supe-
riority, and to carry out a blue-white (Israeli) strike
in Iran to remove threats, even for a third time,”
Katz told a military ceremony. “If we will have

to return, we will return with even greater force.”
On Friday, Iranian state media quoted Esmail

Kousari, a member of the Iranian parliament’s
national security committee and a former com-
mander in the paramilitary Revolutionary Guard,
as warning the UAE would “pay the price for its
cooperation with the United States.” He accused
the Emirates of having a “behind-the-scenes” role
in the recent US attacks. 

Iran repeatedly accused Gulf Arab states of
actively supporting the US war effort, something
they denied during the war. The US since the 1991
Gulf War has maintained a broad footprint of mil-
itary bases across the Gulf Arab states, includ-
ing in Bahrain, which is home to the US Navy’s
5th Fleet headquarters. 

Meanwhile, Iran insists it must be the sole con-
troller of the Strait of Hormuz. But the US is con-
tinuing to urge mariners to travel on a southern
route through Oman’s territorial waters to
avoid Iran. The Joint Maritime Information
Centre, a multinational body overseen by the US
Navy, issued a new advisory Friday urging ships
to travel that route. A similar message for ships
to use that route sparked an Iranian attack on
Tuesday that saw three vessels hit. 

“Notwithstanding recent unprovoked attacks
on merchant vessels, mariners are reminded that
the southern route of the (strait) has been
expanded and remains available for all traffic,”
the maritime centre said. (AP)

Mahadev Online Book
trail leads ED...
After prices rose, the holdings were reportedly
sold, restructured, or used to finance deals,
allegedly resulting in profits at the expense of
retail investors. Around 23,000 investors in
Eraaya Lifespaces were directly affected.

The ED has informed the Securities and
Exchange Board of India (SEBI) of these suspect-
ed manipulations and has requested a detailed
investigation into share-price irregularities
involving Garg’s companies. SEBI is running its
own investigations and has already taken reg-
ulatory action against Garg and his family,
including orders for takeover code disclosure vio-
lations. The regulator is also looking into the
Eraaya-Ebix deal for possible stock manipulation
or other problems. 

If the latest attachment, dated June 5, is con-
firmed by the Adjudicating Authority under the
Prevention of Money Laundering Act (PMLA), it
will become permanent and allow the ED to take
further steps to take possession. The latest attach-
ment covers movable assets, including equity
shares and other securities, valued at Rs 893.03
crore, as well as immovable properties valued
at `47.73 crore. The total value of properties
attached, seized, or frozen in the Mahadev
Online Book and Skyexchange money launder-
ing case is now about `3,800 crore. The largest
part is 12.84 lakh shares of Eraaya Lifespaces Ltd,
which make up a 64.20 per cent stake in the US-
based Ebix Inc. Eraaya Lifespaces bought this
stake for about `765.77 crore. Other sharehold-
ings add to the total value of movable assets.

The immovable assets include luxury apart-
ments in Delhi, Garg’s home in Punjabi Bagh,
commercial properties in the Safdarjung
Development Scheme, a property on Babar
Road, and an apartment on Shivaji Marg, includ-
ing one held under Vikas Garg HUF. There are also

properties in Goa, Uttarakhand (including
Nainital), Rajasthan, and Dehradun. Authorities
allege that these assets are proceeds of crime
or were bought with laundered money from
illegal betting. 

The current attachment of assets linked to
Garg is one of the biggest single-entity actions
in this investigation so far. The Adjudicating
Authority will now review the ED’s complaint.
If the attachment is confirmed, it would be a
major step toward possible confiscation. The
investigation is still ongoing as authorities
continue to track the full path of betting pro-
ceeds and how they were allegedly used across
companies and markets.

Govt defends E20, claims
benefits outweigh...
On pricing, the ministry said E20 is not necessar-
ily cheaper than conventional petrol because
ethanol procurement prices are fixed at remu-
nerative levels to support farmers and can
exceed the cost of petrol when international
crude prices are relatively low.

It said the programme’s objective was to
reduce India’s dependence on imported crude,
improve price stability and strengthen energy
security rather than lower pump prices.

According to the ministry, the ethanol blend-
ing programme has saved more than Rs 1.97 lakh
crore in foreign exchange, displaced nearly 316
lakh tonnes of crude oil imports, reduced
around 952 lakh tonnes of carbon dioxide emis-
sions and transferred over Rs 1.66 lakh crore to
farmers since the 2014-15 ethanol supply year.

The ministry urged consumers not to be
influenced by misinformation regarding E20,
saying the fuel had been validated by vehicle
manufacturers, testing agencies, oil marketing
companies and regulators before its nationwide
adoption. On the often asked query about
option to choose between pure petrol and E10
and E20, the Government said maintaining
separate nationwide fuel supply chains would
be impractical. The Government said operating
parallel distribution systems for pure petrol, E10
and E20 across more than one lakh fuel stations,
depots, terminals and pipelines would create sig-
nificant logistical challenges. It also points to
nearly Rs 1 lakh crore invested in ethanol pro-
duction infrastructure, saying the policy balances
consumer convenience with energy security and
national investments.

Ram Temple counting
team quits
Staff also said they now have to count money on
the floor rather than at tables and chairs,
making the work more physically demanding.

Security at the centre has become much
stricter. Staff are now frisked several times before
entering, must go in barefoot, and cannot bring
mobile phones or personal items inside. These
changes are part of efforts to fix problems found
during the investigation.

The staff submitted their resignations, along
with a memorandum, to the SBI Tulsi Udyan
branch, which oversees the counting process,
and to the security agency. Their demands for
addressing workload and compensation issues

went unanswered, sources added.
The large number of resignations has caused

immediate problems for the Trust, which runs
one of India’s busiest religious sites. Daily dona-
tions from people across India and abroad are
vital for the temple’s upkeep and activities. With
fewer staff, counting the large number of offer-
ings, which now include more small-denomina-
tion notes, has become much slower.

The Trust is likely to start hiring new staff soon.
However, new hires will undergo strict back-
ground checks implemented after the recent
problems. The Trust will also discuss bigger
changes to how donations, security, and darshan
are managed at a meeting on July 22. The
Supreme Court will hear related petitions on July
13 that call for further investigations into how
donations are handled.

HC upholds Rajpal Yadav
conviction
In the 108-page verdict, Justice Sharma observed
that Yadav repeatedly failed to honour his under-
takings on making payment to the complainant,
M/s Murali Projects Pvt Ltd, and while the court
made “earnest efforts” to facilitate an amicable
resolution in the matter, the actor ultimately cat-
egorically refused to make any further payment.

“What is even more significant is that, on the
date when the hearing in the present petitions
concluded, petitioner No. 1 (Yadav) stated before
this court that ‘he was not willing to pay any
amount to the complainant and would rather
go to jail five times than return the money’,” the
court noted in the judgement.

“In case a litigant wishes to choose the path
of imprisonment rather than abiding by multi-
ple undertakings given by him in the court, it is
entirely his choice. Law is not a script that can
be rewritten at the will of an actor, nor can legal
positions be altered with every change of strat-
egy, whosoever the litigant may be,” the court
observed. The court rejected Yadav’s plea seeking
release on probation and held that there was no
infirmity in the lower court’s order of sentence.

“Petitioner No. 1 (convict No. 2), Rajpal Naurang
Yadav, is sentenced to undergo simple impris-
onment for a period of three months in each of
the seven complaint cases and to pay a fine of
`1.05 crore in each case. In default of payment
of the fine, he shall undergo simple imprison-
ment for a further period of six months,” the court
ordered. It said that out of the fine amount, ̀ 1.04
crore shall be given to the complainant and
`25,000 to the state in each case.

The court also ordered the actor’s wife, Radha
Rajpal Yadav, to pay around `5.5 lakh as fine to
the complainant in each case.

In default of payment of fine, she shall
undergo simple imprisonment for a period of
three months, it added.

The complainant alleged that in 2013, Yadav
tendered seven cheques of `1.05 crore each
towards settlement of financial assistance of Rs
5 crore to him for a film in 2010, which were dis-
honoured. According to the complainant, as per
an agreement between the parties in 2012, Yadav,
his wife and their company had agreed to repay
around `11 crore, including interest.

The court’s verdict came on revision petitions
filed by Yadav and his wife challenging the 2019
decision of a sessions court, which upheld
their conviction by a magisterial court in the

cheque-bounce cases in April 2018. The magis-
terial court had sentenced the actor to six
months’ imprisonment, which was subsequent-
ly reduced to three months.

Yadav sought to justify the delay of more than
five years in filing the revision petitions by claim-
ing that he received incorrect legal advice by his
earlier lawyer and that he “believed” the convic-
tion had already been challenged.

Rejecting the assertion, the court said that
Yadav was an accomplished actor, who pos-
sessed sufficient means and resources and had
throughout been represented by experienced
and eminent members of the Bar.

“In such circumstances, the plea that the peti-
tioners remained under a misconception for
more than five years, and believed that they had
challenged their conviction as well, despite them
actively pursuing legal proceedings before dif-
ferent courts and engaging several counsels
during this period, cannot be accepted,” the court
said.  “The applications seeking condonation of
delay are dismissed. As a sequitur thereto, the
revision petitions are also dismissed,” it conclud-
ed. In June 2024, the high court temporarily sus-
pended Yadav’s conviction, subject to him
adopting “sincere and genuine measures” to
explore the possibility of reaching an amicable
settlement with the opposite party.

At that time, Yadav’s counsel had said that
there was a genuine transaction to finance the
production of a movie, which bombed at the Box
Office, resulting in huge financial losses to the
actor. However, on February 2, the court asked
Yadav to surrender on February 4, observing that
he repeatedly breached his undertakings to the
court to repay the amount.

On February 16, the court suspended his sen-
tence for the time being and permitted him to
be released from jail after he deposited ̀ 1.5 crore
in the bank account of the complainant.

Four gangsters killed in
Gurugram encounter
The injured gang member, Shivam from Kota
Bisar in Nuh district, and the three wounded
police officers were taken to the hospital.

Four gang members were declared dead on
arrival. Three of the dead, Aryan, Nitin, and Ankit,
were from Rohtak, and the fourth, Sandeep alias
Deepa, was from Fatehabad. 

Police said targeting a high-profile business-
man like Berry is part of a pattern. Nandal’s
network targets builders, property dealers, and
other High Net Worth Individuals in the National
Capital Region. The investigation is ongoing and
focuses on the gang’s local connections, any
earlier threats to Berry, and whether there is a
larger conspiracy. Nandal, one of Haryana’s most
wanted gangsters, began his career in the
Haryanvi music scene before turning to crime.
Nandal reportedly left India around 2023 after
being named in criminal cases. He is believed to
run his operations from abroad, using social
media, encrypted calls, and local shooters. 

His group is involved in extortion, contract
killings, and arms smuggling in Gurugram and
the NCR. The incident in Sushant Lok on July 9
and 10 followed a familiar pattern: the gang
arrived armed, created fear by shooting or
taking hostages, demanded large sums of
money, and then either escaped or claimed
responsibility online.
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Human-wildlife conflict has
emerged as one of India’s
foremost conservation chal-
lenges, Union Environment
Minister Bhupender Yadav
said on Friday, stressing the
need to utilise modern tech-
nology to deal with the issue.
The minister made the
remarks at the inauguration
of the Centre of Excellence
(CoE) on Human-Wildlife
Conflict at Coimbatore.

The inauguration was fol-
lowed by a National Workshop
on Human-Wildlife Conflict,
bringing together senior pol-
icymakers, forest managers,
scientists, researchers, technol-
ogy experts and conservation
practitioners from across the
country, to deliberate on effec-
tive strategies for curbing hos-
tilities between humans and
wildlife.

“Human-wildlife conflict
has emerged as one of India’s
foremost conservation and
development challenges due
to increasing interactions
between people and wildlife
resulting from habitat frag-
mentation, changing land-
use patterns and expanding
human activities.  Our
approach should be solu-
tion-oriented...  utilising
modern technological
advances,” Yadav noted.

The minister expressed
confidence that the newly-
established CoE would for-
mulate a strategy to curb
instances of human conflict
with tigers, leopards and ele-
phants. He said awareness-
creation must be carried out
in mission mode, in both
urban and rural areas, on
dealing with human-wildlife
encounters. “The approach
needs to involve area-specif-
ic as well as species-specific

measures to address human-
wildlife conflict. This would
go a long way in addressing
the panic in society.”

Yadav also urged forest
departments across the
country to take proactive
preventive measures to mit-
igate the impact of human
actions, establishments and

crops on the environment
and wildlife.

“This must be done by
addressing the issues in coor-
dinated manner with the
respective communities,
through multi-stakeholders
consultations. Innovative best
practices must be evolved
and implemented widely on

ground, by using the latest
technologies in wildlife con-
servation. Coexistence and
harmony, instead of conflict,
should be the mantra of eco-
logical sustainability,” the
minister asserted.

During the event, Union
Minister of  State for
Environment Kirti Vardhan
Singh highlighted that effec-
tive wildlife conservation has
led to increasing instances of
human-wildlife interaction.

“This has resulted in a
much larger socio-economic
issue, besides being a conser-
vation issue, affecting liveli-
hoods in the long term. There
is a need to find long-term
solutions by balancing
wildlife conservation and
socio-economic progress of
the country,” he said.

He expressed hope that
the CoE would have an
important role over this issue,
through capacity building of

officials as well as the com-
munity. “It would go a long
way in using advanced tech-
nologies in documenting
data, while preserving tradi-
tional knowledge in wildlife
conservation and peaceful
human-wildlife coexistence,”
Singh said.

On the occasion, Yadav
launched the National
Human-Wildlife Conflict
Portal, a digital platform
designed to facilitate data
management, knowledge
sharing and decision support
for mitigation of such
instances across the country.

The first edition of a series
of publications titled ‘Current
Status of Human-Wildlife
Conflict in India: An Overview’
was also released, providing
a comprehensive assessment
of the current status, trends
and emerging challenges
related to human-wildlife
conflict in India.

Human-wildlife conflict tops conservation challenges: Bhupender Yadav
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The Catholic Bishops’
Conference of India (CBCI) on
Friday urged Home Minister
Amit Shah to withdraw the
Foreign Contribution
(Regulation) Amendment Bill,
2026 and the recently notified
rules, stressing that both be
redrafted after wider consul-
tation with stakeholders.

The CBCI submitted a
memorandum to Shah,
raising concerns over the
proposed FCRA Bill, 2026,
religious freedom, the rights
of Scheduled Caste (SC)
Christians and the humani-
tarian crisis in Manipur. The
memorandum, signed by
CBCI president Cardinal
Anthony Poola and CBCI sec-
retary general Archbishop
Anil Couto, was handed to
Shah when the delegation
met him here.

The CBCI expressed
concern over the proposed
amendments to the FCRA

and said some of the pro-
posed provisions could affect
charitable institutions that
have served poor and vulner-
able communities for
decades.

The Conference urged the
Government to withdraw
the proposed Amendment
Bill and the recently notified
Rules. It requested that both
be redrafted after wider con-
sultation with stakeholders,
a CBCI statement said.

It said any changes to the
law should apply only in the
future. They should not affect
existing rights,  legally
acquired assets or ongoing
charitable work.

It called for independent
judicial oversight in FCRA
cases. It also sought safe-
guards before the govern-
ment can take over or trans-
fer the assets of an institu-
tion. The memorandum said
there should be a clear dis-
tinction between minor pro-
cedural lapses and serious
offences. It said charitable

assets should continue to be
used according to the inten-
tions of donors. The memo-
randum also raised concerns
over various state freedom of
religion Acts. It alleged that
there was a continued denial
of SC status to Christians
and other religious minori-
ties of SC origin under the
Constitution (Scheduled
Castes) Order, 1950.

Noting that these matters
are pending before the
Supreme Court, the CBCI
appealed for an early hearing
and final judgment.

It said the delay continues
to affect the dignity, equali-
ty and constitutional rights of
millions of citizens and
creates uncertainty among
minority communities.

The CBCI also highlighted
the continuing humanitarian
crisis in Manipur and said
thousands of farming fami-
lies have lost their liveli-
hoods. Many students have
faced disruption to their
education, while several fam-
ilies have left the state in
search of safety, education
and employment, the CBCI

said.  The Conference
appealed to the Ministry of
Home Affairs (MHA) to take
urgent steps to restore
lasting peace, communal
harmony and normalcy in
Manipur. It also reaffirmed
the Church’s willingness to
work with the government in
promoting reconciliation,
humanitarian assistance and
social healing.

Congress general secretary
KC Venugopal attacked the BJP
over the issue after the CBCI
submitted its memorandum.
“In typical BJP fashion, HM
Amit Shah has lied to the
CBCI about FCRA and is
wrongly deflecting blame to
hide his Government’s culpa-
bility in weaponising the FCRA
laws. In reality, the Modi
Government has been hell
bent on using the FCRA to
harass vocal civil society
organisations and minority-
run institutions and take over
their properties,” Venugopal
said on X.

In 2020, they severely

tightened FCRA rules to
increase the time period for
which organisations can be
suspended, gave greater
powers to the Centre to scru-
tinise them, and even limited
their administrative expens-
es, essentially crippling them
from carrying out their
routine activities,  the
Congress leader alleged.

“In 2026, first they sought to
amend the FCRA legislation to
give the Centre powers to
seize properties of recipient
organisations and also
brought in provisions of
‘deemed cessation’ of licences.
After widespread Opposition,
they withdrew these amend-
ments only to re-introduce
them through the backdoor as
delegated legislation,” he said..

In these new rules, they
are also preventing organisa-
tions from changing their
scope of work or geography,
and bringing in ideological
scrutiny to disallow those
who oppose them, he
claimed.

Catholic body urges HM to withdraw FCRA Bill

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

Aviation watchdog DGCA has
issued a warning letter to
IndiGo for lapses with
respect to certain provisions
related to the handling of
dangerous goods, accord-
ing to a regulatory filing. In
this regard, a warning letter
has been issued to the airline
by the Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA).

“The letter relates to the
spillage of cargo detected
on the ground post-arrival of
the flight, reported in
January 2026, and the sub-
sequent audit findings
regarding deviations from
standard operating proce-
dures (SOPs) with certain
provisions under the Aircraft
(Carriage of Dangerous

Goods) Rules, 2026,” the
fil ing said on Friday.
However, specific details
were not disclosed.

Strict norms are in place
for the handling and car-
riage of dangerous goods in
aircraft. InterGlobe Aviation,
the parent of IndiGo, in the
filing said that as directed by
DGCA, the company is
required to submit an action
taken report on the correc-
tive actions undertaken in
this regard. The airline said
there is a significant impact
on its financials, operations,
or other activities.

“The delay in disclosure
was unintentional and was
caused due to a delay in
internal communication of
details pertaining to receipt
of the aforementioned
letter,” it added. 

DGCA warns IndiGo over
dangerous goods lapses

Over 1,100 Villagers Receive Treatment at Hindustan 
Zinc Health Camps, Women Benefit the Most

Health camps held 
across five locations 
in Rajasthan and 
Uttarakhand; 
specialist doctors 
provided check-ups 
and free medicines.

n FAIR REPORT 
CHITTORGARH

To improve healthcare ac-
cess in rural and tribal ar-
eas, Hindustan Zinc Limit-
ed organised health camps 
under its Corporate Social 
Responsibility (CSR) initia-
tive in partnership with 
Mamta HIMC. The camps 
were held at Agucha, Chan-
deriya, Zawar, Dariba in 
Rajasthan, and Pantnagar 
in Uttarakhand. More than 

1,100 villagers received 
healthcare services, includ-
ing 561 women and 540 men. 
The camps had specialist 

doctors, including gynae-
cologists, orthopaedic spe-
cialists, and general physi-
cians, who examined pa-

tients, provided medical 
advice, and recommended 
treatment. Free health tests 
such as haemoglobin, blood 

pressure, and random 
blood sugar screening were 
conducted. Free medicines 
were also distributed to pa-

tients, ensuring immediate 
treatment and follow-up 
care. To make the camps ac-
cessible, door-to-door trans-
port was arranged for vil-
lagers, helping elderly peo-
ple, women, and others 
reach the camp without 
difficulty. According to the 
company, the initiative 
aims not only to provide 
treatment but also to spread 
health awareness, encour-
age early diagnosis of  dis-
eases, and promote regular 
health check-ups. Hindu-
stan Zinc and Mamta HIMC 
said the programme is 
helping improve access to 
quality healthcare and 
building healthier, stronger 
rural communities.

“Your Nature, Not 
Your Horoscope, 

Decides Your Future”: 
Acharya Pulak Sagar

At Gyan Ganga 
Mahotsav, Acharya 
says success comes 
from values, humility 
and character, not 
wealth; religious 
events to continue 
till July 18.

n FAIR REPORT 
CHITTORGARH
Jain saint Acharya 108 
Shri Pulak Sagar Maha-
raj said a person’s future 
is decided by their na-
ture and actions, not by 
their horoscope or palm 
lines. Addressing devo-
tees at the Gyan Ganga 
Mahotsav at Vidyasagar 
Mangalik Dham, he said, 
“Your nature decides 
your future.” During his 
discourse, Acharya said 
success, respect and pro-
gress in life do not de-
pend on wealth, position 
or appearance, but on 
humility, good values 
and character. He said, 
“The one who stays hum-
ble rises in life. The more 
humble you are, the 
more successful you be-
come.” Referring to the 
life of  Lord Mahavira, he 

urged people to give up 
ego and follow self-disci-
pline and self-reflection. 
He also advised people 
not to depend too much 
on superstition or luck. 
He said a person’s future 
is shaped by their own 
actions. Addressing 
youngsters, he said de-
grees and money do not 
make a person great; 
good character and val-
ues are their true iden-
tity. During the event, 
members of  the Bhakti 
Dal welcomed Acharya 
Pulak Sagar and devo-
tees who had arrived 
from different parts of  
the country and abroad. 
Religious rituals, includ-
ing Pad Prakshalan, 
lamp lighting and the of-
fering of  scriptures, 
were also performed. Or-
ganisers said the Gyan 
Ganga Mahotsav will 
continue till July 18. Dai-
ly discourses begin at 
8:30 am, followed by a 
musical Maha Aarti and 
Anand Yatra at 7 pm, 
while Vaiyavritti of  the 
Muni Sangh is held at 
9:30 pm.

Chittorgarh Depot Gets Four New Semi-
Deluxe Buses, Launches Three New Routes
First long-distance 
service for the depot 
in five years; direct 
connectivity to 
Phalodi, Jodhpur and 
Kota to benefit 
passengers and 
pilgrims

n FAIR REPORT 
CHITTORGARH
The Rajasthan State Road 
Transport Corporation 
(RSRTC) has inducted four 
new semi-deluxe buses into 
the Chittorgarh depot, in-
troducing services on three 
new routes and improving 
long-distance connectivity 
in the region. Two buses 

have been deployed on the 
Nimbahera–Phalodi route, 
while one bus each will op-
erate on the Chittorgarh–
Kota and Chittorgarh–San-
waliyaji–Kota routes. The 

move comes after nearly 
five years, with the depot 
once again receiving a long-
distance service. The Nim-
bahera–Phalodi route, cov-
ering around 1,030 km in a 

round trip, is now the de-
pot’s longest regular bus 
service. The Nimbahera–
Phalodi semi-deluxe ex-
press will depart Nimba-
hera every evening, pass-

ing through Chittorgarh, 
Bhilwara, Beawar and 
Jodhpur before reaching 
Phalodi the following 
morning. The return ser-
vice will follow the same 
route in reverse. Fares have 
been fixed at ₹385 from Chit-
torgarh to Jodhpur and ₹545 
to Phalodi. The newly in-
troduced Chittorgarh–Kota 
daily service will leave 
Chittorgarh in the morning 
and return the same day. 
Another semi-deluxe bus 
will operate via Sanwali-
yaji, providing devotees 
with a halt for temple दर्शन 
before continuing towards 
Kota, offering a convenient 
travel option for pilgrims. 

According to Chittorgarh 
Depot Chief  Manager 
Rakesh Saraswat, all four 
buses will operate daily. He 
said the new services will 
benefit passengers travel-
ling between Chittorgarh, 
Nimbahera, Sanwaliyaji, 
Bhilwara, Beawar, Jodhpur, 
Kota and Phalodi, includ-
ing students, office-goers, 
traders and devotees. The 
new semi-deluxe buses are 
equipped with pushback 
seats, improved legroom, 
LED lighting, mobile charg-
ing points, better suspen-
sion and enhanced ventila-
tion, ensuring a more com-
fortable journey on long-
distance routes.
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