
CHINA’S DESERT WAR GAME: FULL-SCALE US DESTROYER 
REPLICA RAISES ALARMS OVER BEIJING’S BATTLE PLANS
n FAIR REPORT 
BEIJING

In a stark display of  mili-
tary intent, China has re-
portedly constructed a 
life-size replica of  a US 
Navy Arleigh Burke-class 
guided-missile destroyer 
at a remote missile-testing 
range in the Taklamakan 
Desert, signalling an in-
creasingly sophisticated 
focus on preparing for a 
potential conflict involv-
ing American naval forc-
es.

Recent satellite image-
ry from the Ruoqiang Test 
Range in Xinjiang reveals 
the full-scale mock-up, 
which defence analysts 

believe is being used to 
evaluate the effectiveness 
of  China’s anti-ship mis-
sile systems against one 
of  the US Navy’s most for-
midable warships. The 
Arleigh Burke-class forms 
the backbone of  Ameri-
ca’s surface fleet, serving 
as a key escort for aircraft 
carriers and a frontline 
platform for air defence 
and long-range strike mis-
sions across the Indo-Pa-
cific.

Analysts say the replica 
is far more than a sym-
bolic target. By recreating 
the destroyer’s dimen-
sions and profile with re-
markable accuracy, China 

appears to be refining mis-
sile guidance systems ca-
pable of  distinguishing 

genuine warships from 
decoys. Some mock tar-
gets at the test range are 

reportedly mounted on 
rail systems that simulate 
the movement of  vessels 

at sea, allowing engineers 
to test precision strikes 
under realistic condi-

tions. The latest discovery 
follows earlier satellite 
evidence showing aircraft 
carrier and destroyer 
mock-ups at the same de-
sert facility in 2021, while 
a full-scale silhouette re-
sembling the USS Gerald 
R. Ford appeared in 2024. 
Reports of  missile impact 
debris scattered across 
the site suggest the repli-
cas have already been 
used extensively in live-
fire exercises.

The development comes 
amid growing tensions 
over Taiwan, with US mil-
itary planners assessing 
that any Chinese attempt 
to seize the island would 

likely begin with efforts to 
delay or neutralise Ameri-
can naval intervention. 
Defence experts argue the 
new target fits squarely 
within Beijing’s anti-ac-
cess and area-denial strat-
egy aimed at pushing US 
forces farther from the 
Western Pacific.

Neither Beijing nor 
Washington has officially 
commented on the latest 
satellite findings. But the 
imagery offers a clear 
strategic signal: China is 
not merely expanding its 
military capabilities—it 
is rehearsing how to de-
feat the world’s most pow-
erful navy.
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No More White Coat, No More 
Cover: Rajasthan Strikes at 

Repeat Foetal Sex Test Offender
n FAIR REPORT 
JAIPUR

In a decisive escalation 
against illegal prenatal sex 
determination, the Ra-
jasthan Medical Council has 
cancelled the medical regis-
tration of  Dr Mohammed 
Imtiyaz, a repeat offender 
who has allegedly been ar-
rested five times in connec-
tion with violations of  the 
PCPNDT Act. The move ef-
fectively bars him from 
practising medicine in the 
state and marks one of  the 
toughest professional sanc-
tions imposed in Rajasthan’s 
long-running battle against 
the female foeticide net-
work.

Officials said the action 
follows a trail of  repeated 
criminal cases linked to al-
leged illegal foetal sex deter-
mination, despite multiple 
arrests by the state’s 
PCPNDT Cell. Investigators 
have maintained that the ac-
cused continued to operate 
an organised network, re-
peatedly attempting to 
evade the law. The case has 
long stood out for another 
unprecedented reason. 
Nearly seven years ago, the 
Jodhpur Police declared Dr 
Imtiyaz a history-sheeter, a 
designation generally re-

served for habitual offend-
ers. The move was widely 
regarded as the first in-
stance in Rajasthan where a 
medical practitioner was 
formally placed on the po-
lice’s history-sheet register. 
The cancellation of  his med-
ical registration is being 
viewed as a watershed mo-
ment in Rajasthan’s crack-
down on illegal sex-selection 
practices, signalling that 
repeated violations will now 
attract not only criminal 
prosecution but also perma-
nent professional conse-
quences. The development 
comes amid sustained ef-
forts by enforcement agen-
cies to dismantle organised 
networks engaged in illegal 
prenatal sex determination, 
a practice prohibited under 
the Pre-Conception and Pre-
Natal Diagnostic Tech-
niques (PCPNDT) Act, en-
acted to curb sex-selective 
abortions and protect the 
declining child sex ratio. Au-
thorities say the action 
sends a clear message: pro-
fessional credentials cannot 
serve as a shield against per-
sistent criminal conduct, 
particularly in offences that 
strike at the fundamental 
right to life of  the unborn 
girl child.

n FAIR REPORT 
JAIPUR

Rajasthan Chief  Minister 
Bhajan Lal Sharma on 
Sunday reiterated his gov-
ernment’s focus on admin-
istrative reforms and citi-
zen-centric governance 
after the Rajasthan Secre-
tariat Service Officers’ As-
sociation and the Secre-
tariat Employees’ Union 
felicitated him for approv-
ing key service-related 
measures, including a 
two-year relaxation in pro-
motion eligibility and the 
creation of  new posts.

Addressing the gather-
ing, Sharma said the state 
government was aligning 
its governance model with 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s “citizen-first” vi-
sion, asserting that public 
service must remain at the 
heart of  administrative 

decision-making.
“The Secretariat is the 

nerve centre of  govern-

ment policymaking, wel-
fare programmes and ad-
ministrative decisions. 

Every policy, every file 
and every decision taken 
here must strengthen the 

trust of  Rajasthan’s eight 
crore citizens,” the Chief  
Minister said.

The felicitation came in 
recognition of  the govern-
ment’s decision to grant a 

two-year relaxation in the 
experience requirement 
for promotions, a long-
standing demand of  Secre-
tariat employees. The 
state has also approved 
the creation of  new posts, 
a move expected to im-
prove career progression 
while addressing staffing 
requirements within the 
Secretariat.

The announcement re-
flects the government’s 
broader push to stream-
line administrative func-
tioning and enhance insti-
tutional efficiency 
through personnel re-
forms. Officials said the 
measures are intended to 
accelerate promotions, re-
duce stagnation in ser-
vice, and strengthen the 
administrative machinery 
responsible for imple-
menting government poli-

cies.
Sharma underscored 

that governance is meas-
ured not merely by policy 
announcements but by the 
efficiency and accounta-
bility with which they are 
executed. He urged Secre-
tariat officers and employ-
ees to view every adminis-
trative decision through 
the lens of  public interest, 
stressing that responsive 
governance begins within 
the state’s administrative 
headquarters. The latest 
reforms come as the Ra-
jasthan government con-
tinues to position bureau-
cratic efficiency and ad-
ministrative responsive-
ness as central pillars of  
its governance agenda, 
with a renewed emphasis 
on faster decision-making 
and improved public ser-
vice delivery.

Rajasthan Eases Promotion Norms for Secretariat Staff, CM 
Bhajan Lal Sharma Links Reform to ‘Citizen-First’ Governance

DMK Slams the Door on TVK — INDIA 
Bloc’s Tamil Nadu Crisis Deepens

n FAIR REPORT 
 TAMIL NADU

The cracks in Tamil Nadu’s 
opposition unity have 
turned into a full-blown 
fracture. The DMK has 
flatly rejected a fresh bid to 
bring Chief  Minister Vi-
jay’s Tamilaga Vettri Ka-
zhagam (TVK) into the IN-
DIA bloc — a move that 
lays bare just how deep the 
bitterness between the two 
parties has become since 
Congress switched sides 
earlier this year.

The Proposal — and 
the Rejection
The push came from VCK 
chief  Thol Thirumavala-
van, who floated a Kerala 
and West Bengal-style mod-
el — where parties compete 
fiercely at the state level 
but unite against the BJP 
nationally. Congress 
backed the idea, arguing 
opposition unity should 
override state rivalries. 
The DMK wasn’t buying it.

DMK MP Ganapathy P. 
Rajkumar didn’t mince 
words, accusing Congress 
of  “backstabbing” the par-
ty by cosying up to TVK to 
grab ministerial berths af-
ter the Assembly polls. Sen-

ior DMK leader TKS Elan-
govan went further, telling 
reporters the VCK should 
first get Vijay himself  to 
walk back his own rhetoric 
— since the TVK chief  has 
repeatedly branded the 
DMK his principal political 
rival.

A Betrayal DMK  
Hasn’t Forgiven

This isn’t a fresh wound 
— it’s one that’s been fes-
tering since May 2026, 
when Congress ended its 
19-year alliance with the 
DMK to back TVK’s gov-
ernment formation after 
Vijay’s party emerged as 
the single largest force 
with 108 seats. DMK legis-
lators passed a scathing 

resolution at the time, ac-
cusing Congress of  failing 
to shed its “old political 
character.” Elangovan had 
declared then, bluntly: “IN-
DIA bloc is gone.”

Since that rupture, the 
DMK has kept its distance 
from the national alliance 
altogether — boycotting 
the INDIA bloc’s Delhi 
meeting last month and de-
claring it was no longer 
part of  the coalition in any 
meaningful sense.

What This Means Going 
Forward

With Congress now gov-
erning alongside TVK in 
Chennai, and DMK refus-
ing to share a political tent 
with either, the INDIA 
bloc’s southern anchor 

looks all but severed. VCK’s 
mediation attempt was 
seen as a last-ditch effort to 
keep the opposition’s na-
tional arithmetic intact 
ahead of  upcoming local 
body and parliamentary 
contests — but DMK’s flat 
refusal signals the party is 
prepared to go it alone 
rather than make peace 
with what it sees as a be-
trayal.

For an alliance already 
reeling from setbacks in 
West Bengal and Tamil 
Nadu, the DMK-TVK stand-
off  isn’t just a state-level 
spat — it’s a warning sign 
of  how fragile opposition 
unity has become heading 
into the next big electoral 
battle.

US-Iran War Escalates: 
New Explosions Rock 

Qeshm Island as Hormuz 
Standoff Boils Over

n FAIR REPORT 
NEW DELHI

The fragile ceasefire be-
tween Washington and 
Tehran has all but col-
lapsed. Multiple explo-
sions have rocked Iran’s 
Qeshm Island near the 
Strait of  Hormuz, with 
state broadcasters show-
ing thick plumes of  smoke 
rising over the coastline 
— the latest flashpoint in 
a rapidly spiraling con-
flict that has now dragged 
in half  the Gulf.

The blasts come just 
days after Iran declared 
the strategic Strait of  Hor-
muz closed, escalating a 
standoff  that has already 
seen the US launch its 
third round of  strikes this 
week — hitting roughly 
140 Iranian military sites, 
according to CENTCOM. 
Iranian state TV reported 
explosions not just on 
Qeshm, but across Bandar 
Abbas, Bushehr, Sirik, 
and Chabahar, striking at 
the heart of  Iran’s missile 
and air-defense infra-
structure.

Tehran isn’t taking it 

lying down. The IRGC 
claims retaliatory strikes 
on US positions in Bah-
rain and Kuwait, while 
Jordan’s Prince Hassan 
Air Base was also report-
edly targeted. Qatar says it 
intercepted a missile at-
tack. Sirens wailed across 
Bahrain as residents were 
told to shelter in place.

At the center of  the cri-
sis: the Strait of  Hormuz, 
through which a fifth of  
the world’s oil flows. Iran 
insists the waterway re-
mains shut to unauthor-
ized traffic; Washington 
insists it’s open. Both 
sides are trading fire to 
prove the point — with 
tankers already struck 
and crews abandoning 
ship mid-transit.

President Trump has 
warned “1,000 missiles are 
locked and loaded,” while 
Iran’s supreme leadership 
has vowed a “crushing re-
sponse.” What began as a 
fragile truce now teeters 
on the edge of  full-scale 
war — and the world is 
watching the Gulf  hold its 
breath.
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The ‘contractual’ extension of the
Central Board of Direct Taxes head
has recently raised eyebrows, as
this is the first time such an
arrangement has been made in
the department’s history. As per the
Government’s appointment orders,
he was reappointed for one year on a
contract basis. Several in the bureaucracy have doubted the
legality of such extensions and wonder why the
Government has been ‘promoting’ such contractual
engagements to head very crucial departments. While a few
top bureaucrats argue that a proper extension of service is
more accountable, the grapevine has it that certain people
and forums are planning to challenge this kind of
extension-giving method in governance before the courts.

Recently, a veteran journalist gave
advice to media colleagues on
writing about the chances of a
Cabinet reshuffle. He said that in
every democratic country,
normally before the Parliament
Session or after the Session,
speculative reports about a
possible Cabinet reshuffle will
emerge. In India too, such news reports
start flowing in, and reams are written and said about such
speculations, but when their predictions get weak, then
these reports are spiced with materials of auspicious and
inauspicious months and days. “Holi, Diwali, Hindu New
Year, Sawan, Pitrupaksha speculations and plants are more
read on speculations of Cabinet reshuffles,” quipped the
veteran journalist who himself was part of the Government
once upon a time.

A lot of guesswork and the rumour mill have
been working on the sudden removal
and termination of the entire
personal staff of a prominent
Union Minister. But grapevine
from the Sewa Teerth has
emanated that the links are
connected elsewhere, hence
demanding immediate action
against the officials who were privy
to preliminary rounds of discussion on
a fruitful developmental project in a State. The matter was
leaked by one of them about the ‘surreptitious’
deliberations. The first to face music in this regard was a
big industrialist and a prominent business house whose
offices were raided by agencies across several parts of the
country nearly a month ago. Subsequently, an internal
enquiry was done, and on a single day, separate office
orders announced the termination of services of all four
government officials of this high-profile ministry.

Upar Wala Sab Dekhta Hai

Extension business versus
contract officers

Veteran journalist on
reshuffle news

GRAPEVINE
PRAMOD KUMAR SINGH 
n New Delhi

The National Investigation
Agency (NIA) has filed a
chargesheet against Pakistani
terrorist Shehzad Bhatti and
seven Indian nationals in con-
nection with the car bomb
blast at Ambala’s Baldev
Nagar police station. The
agency presented the
chargesheet to the Special NIA
Court in Panchkula. Bhatti,
who is a wanted gangster-
turned-terrorist based in
Pakistan, has been identified
as the main conspirator.

The seven Indian accused
are Karamjit Singh, also
known as Tony;  Akash;
Soureb, also known as Sobi or
Sourab; Raman Kumar;

Satyam; Sukhdev Singh, also
known as Sukha; and
Amarjeet Singh, also known
as Ambi. All eight have been
charged under the Unlawful
Activities (Prevention) Act,
the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita,
the Explosive Substances Act,
and the Telecommunication
Act.  According to the
chargesheet, the conspiracy
was meant to attack a police
station and create fear
among the public.

NIA investigators say Bhatti
directed the operation from
Pakistan. He is accused of
setting up groups inside India
and giving local operatives
the job of carrying out the
attack. Akash has been named
Bhatti’s main coordinator in
India, handling logistics, com-

munication, and execution.
The investigation found that
the Baldev Nagar police
station was chosen as the

target after checking several
possible locations.

The chargesheet says some
of the accused parked a

vehicle filled with explosives
and gas cylinders inside the
police station and allegedly
recorded the scene to share
it later. The NIA says Bhatti
used social media and
encrypted messaging to
recruit and radicalise the
accused. Evidence from
digital, electronic, documen-
tary, and forensic sources
shows the accused stayed in
regular contact with their
handler in Pakistan during the
planning and execution.

The agency claims the con-
spiracy involved a chain of
command from Bhatti to the
local module. Akash alleged-
ly acted as the key link, coor-
dinating with other accused
on Bhatti’s instructions. The
chargesheet highlights

financing, the procurement of
explosives, and operational
coordination under Bhatti’s
direction.

Haryana Police first
handled the case, but it was
later given to the NIA due to
suspected cross-border terror
links. The agency built its
case against the eight accused
through searches, forensic
analysis, and checking digital
records.

The fi l ing of the
chargesheet marks a major
step in the investigation. All
the accused will now go on
trial in the special NIA court
in Panchkula. NIA officials
say the investigation is still
ongoing to find more conspir-
ators or wider network links
connected to the case.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

Vice President CP
Radhakrishnan on Sunday
lauded the contributions of
eminent social reformer,
freedom fighter and founder
of the Nair Service Society
(NSS) Mannathu
Padmanabhan, saying he ded-
icated his life to the upliftment
of society through various
reforms and service.

Unveiling the statue of
Padmanabhan and inaugu-
rating the Mannam Smrithi
Mandapam in Delhi, the vice
president also appreciated
the work undertaken by the
Delhi unit of the NSS in pre-
serving Kerala’s rich cultural
heritage in the national
Capital.

The eminent social
reformer, freedom fighter
and founder of the NSS ded-
icated his life to the uplift-
ment of society through edu-

cation, social reform, self-
reliance and community
service, Radhakrishnan said.

Describing Padmanabhan
as a true leader of communi-
ty renaissance, the vice pres-
ident said that his vision
extended far beyond 
sectional interests.

“He believed that every
human being deserved equal
dignity and equal opportuni-
ty. His life’s work reminds us
that genuine social progress
is possible only when justice,
compassion and inclusive-
ness become the guiding
principles of society,” 
he said.

Radhakrishnan said the
remarkable growth of the
NSS itself bears testimony to
the extraordinary dedica-
tion and determination of its
founder.

He said that Padmanabhan
firmly believed that great insti-
tutions were built not by great
wealth, but by great commit-

ment. Recalling how he
accepted even humble contri-
butions from ordinary house-
holds to establish education-
al and social institutions, the
vice president said these col-
lective efforts transformed

the lives of generations.
Radhakrishnan expressed

happiness that, more than a
century after its establish-
ment,  the ideals of
Padmanabhan have spread
far beyond Kerala.

He particularly appreci-
ated the vibrant work under-
taken by NSS Delhi in pre-
serving Kerala’s rich cultur-
al  heritage through
Kalaripayattu, Kathakali and
Mohiniyattam, while simul-
taneously promoting
modern education and
social service.

The vice president also
congratulated NSS Delhi for
its impressive growth into an
organisation with 25 branch-
es across Delhi-NCR and
nearly 25,000 members.

Reflecting on the signifi-
cance of  monuments,
Radhakrishnan said,
“Monuments are much
more than carvings in stone;
they are carvings made in
the collective conscience of
society. Their true purpose
goes much beyond cele-
brating the past; they are an
inspiration for the future.”

Calling upon citizens to
emulate the values of the

great social reformer, the
vice president said the
greatest tribute “we can
pay” to Padmanabhan is by
carrying forward  his
mission of building a society
rooted in equality, educa-
tion, compassion, service
and national unity.

On the occasion,
Radhakrishnan also planted
a sapling at the Mannam
International Centre, organ-
ised by the Ministry of
Petroleum and Natural Gas,
as part of the nationwide ‘Ek
Ped Maa Ke Naam’ campaign
promoting environmental
conservation.

Among those present on
the occasion were Union
M i n i s t e r  o f  S t a t e  f o r
Petroleum & Natural Gas
and Tourism Suresh Gopi,
President of NSS Delhi MKG
Pillai, General Secretary of
NSS Delhi MD Jayaprakash
and other distinguished
guests. 

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

The BJP on Sunday criticised
Congress leaders Rahul
Gandhi and Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra for their absence from
Wayanad, where a landslide
left eight people dead, alleg-
ing that they are “part-time
politicians” who have used
the constituency for their
political survival.

The landslide occurred on
July 7 at the site of the
Anakkampoyil -Meppadi
twin-tube tunnel project,
which is  intended to
connect  Way a na d a nd
Kozhikode districts.

BJP national spokesperson
Tuhin Sinha accused Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra, the current
MP from Wayanad, and Rahul
Gandhi, who represented the
Lok Sabha seat earlier, of
failing to reach out to the
affected families.

“They are merely political
tourists. Apart from a single

condolence post on social
media, neither of them has
shown any interest in reach-
ing out to the affected families.
This is shameful and reflects
that both of them are part-
time politicians,” he said.

“Neither Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra nor Rahul Gandhi
found the time to visit the
constituency. This is the
second major landslide after

the one in July 2024, which
claimed several hundred
lives. Even then, Rahul Gandhi
arrived late, and now neither
of them has deemed it neces-
sary to visit the affected area,”
he added.

Sinha alleged that the
Congress leaders have
treated Wayanad as a 
“constituency of political 
convenience.”

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

India declared a one-day
national mourning on
Monday as a mark of
respect for former Emir of
Qatar Sheikh Hamad bin
Khalifa Al-Thani with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
describing him as a
“visionary leader”.

Sheikh Hamad, known
as the Father Emir of Qatar,
passed away this morning
at the age of 74. He ruled
Qatar from 1995 to 2013
and is credited with usher-
ing in socio-economic
development in the energy-
rich Gulf nation.

He also played a key role
in deepening India-Qatar
relations.

“We feel profound
sadness at the death of the
Father Emir of the State of
Qatar, Sheikh Hamad bin
Khalifa Al Thani,” PM Modi
said on social media.

“He was a visionary
leader who guided Qatar to
great levels of development
and prosperity. We also
remember him as a true
friend whom I had the
honour of meeting during
my last visit to Qatar in
February 2024,” he said.

The prime minister
extended his “sincerest

condolences” to the Emir of
Qatar, Sheikh Tamim bin
Hamad Al Thani, and to
the royal family and the
Qatari  people on the
demise of Sheikh Hamad.

In 2013, Sheikh Hamad
handed over power to his
son, Sheikh Tamim bin
Hamad Al Thani,  the
current Emir of Qatar.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n Hisar

Haryana Chief Minister Nayab
Singh Saini on Sunday said the
Government aims to establish
the State as a knowledge
economy hub.

To achieve this objective, the
State’s education ecosystem is
being reshaped on the princi-
ples of ‘Re-design, Re-imagine
and Re-invest’. Under this
vision, comprehensive reforms
in line with the National
Education Policy (NEP) have
been implemented across
state universities and their
affiliated colleges.

The chief minister was
addressing a function at Guru
Jambheshwar University of
Science and Technology
(GJUST), Hisar. He inaugurated
and laid the foundation stone
of projects worth `7.58 crore.
These included the foundation
stone of a girls’ hostel to be

constructed at a cost of `6
crore and the inauguration of
the nursing department build-
ing constructed at a cost of
`1.40 crore.

Saini said that Guru
Jambheshwar University has
set an exemplary benchmark
in the effective implementa-
tion of the NEP. He said that the
youth have high expectations
from institutions such as this
university. These institutions
should emerge as centres of
research and innovation,
serving as a bridge between
local industries and global
technologies. 

PRAMOD KUMAR SINGH 
n New Delhi

The National Investigation
Agency (NIA) arrested two
key absconding suspects in
one of Karnataka’s major
political murder cases on
Saturday. Abdul Nasir P, also
known as Nasir, was caught
in Kochi,  Kerala,  and
Naushad was arrested in
Hosur, Tamil Nadu. The oper-
ation was planned and
carried out in two states
after the Andhra Pradesh
police provided actionable
intelligence.

These arrests bring the
total number of people in
custody for the 2022 murder
of BJP leader Praveen Nettaru
to 25. Three suspects are
still on the run. The NIA said
both men had already been
chargesheeted in the case
(RC-36/2022/NIA/DLI) for
knowingly helping the main
attackers.

It may be recalled that
Praveen Nettaru, a District
Executive Committee
member of the BJP Yuva
Morcha in Dakshina
Kannada, was killed in a tar-
geted attack in 2022. During
the course of the investiga-

tion, the NIA found that
members of the banned
Popular Front of India (PFI)
were behind the murder.
The agency had already
invoked sections of the
Indian Penal Code and the
Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act against
those named in the
chargesheet, including the
two men who were just
arrested.

Before these arrests, the
NIA Special  Court in
Bengaluru had issued a Look
Out Circular (LOC) and an
open-ended warrant for
both men. The agency also
offered a reward of 
`4,00,000 for information
leading to each arrest. This
operation shows how well

central and state agencies
can work together and share
information quickly.

These arrests are an impor-
tant step toward accountabil-
ity in a case that caused
widespread anger in coastal
Karnataka. The NIA said it is
still working to find and
arrest the remaining three
suspects. The agency also
reiterated its promise to fully
investigate every aspect of
the case, including the con-
spiracy and those who aided
the attackers.

By arresting two more
suspects, the agency has
strengthened its case. The
Praveen Nettaru murder
case is still being closely
watched, and investigators
are now working to gather

more evidence for the trial
and bring the remaining
suspects to court as soon as
possible.

For the family of the
victim, for Praveen Nettaru’s
family and the people of
Dakshina Kannada, each
arrest brings some closure
and helps restore trust in the
justice system. As the inves-
tigation continues, the main
goal is to uncover the full
conspiracy and make sure
everyone responsible for the
killing is convicted, said an
official. The NIA has appealed
to the public to share any
information about the
remaining absconders, as
sustained pressure from law
enforcement agencies 
continues.

SAUGAR SENGUPTA n Kolkata

There are more problems for
Trinamool Congress general
secretary Abhishek Banerjee,
the nephew of former Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee.

A woman who lost her
legs during treatment at
Sebashraay health camp, a
much-touted healthcare out-
reach initiative set up by the
TMC MP, has lodged a police
complaint against the leader,
saying she was cheated and
defrauded in the name of
giving free treatment.

One Prabir Biswas,
husband of Malati Biswas,
the victim, lodged a police
complaint a couple of days
ago stating his wife’s leg had
to be amputated due to
medical negligence. The
police have drawn an FIR
based on the complaint.

It has been stated in the
complaint that Biswas was
prodded by a TMC councillor
to attend the health camp.
“She had pain in her legs…
they prescribed medicines,
but it did not heal… the spe-
cialist doctors did not look
like those… at most they
looked like medical stu-
dents… after several visits
we were referred to
Government hospital where
operation was conducted on
my wife’s legs… the surgery
went wrong, and her leg had
to be amputated.”

An official  at the
Rabindranagar police station
said that an FIR had been reg-
istered against Banerjee and
some other persons, and
investigations were on.

The Diamond Harbour MP
had unveiled the Sebaashray
initiative,  coined the
“Diamond Harbour Model”
last year and set up several
camps wherein prospective
patients (read: villagers) were

invited to get free health
check-ups before the 
elections.

According to the police, at
least three similar FIRs have
been lodged by different
parties who complained that
“musclemen of notorious
local TMC leader of Falta
Jahangir Khan were appoint-
ed to forcibly bring the
people to the camp. “I had no
issues but was forced to
attend the health camp…
they conducted various tests,
but reports would never
arrive,” said another patient.

Several senior government
doctors from various medical
colleges presently up in arms
against Banerjee have con-
firmed the subject matter of
the complaints lodged
against Banerjee, saying they
were under constant pres-
sure of being transferred to
remote areas should they
not send junior doctors and
even students feigning them
as specialist doctors.

The TMC MP, who could not
be contacted for his reaction
to the FIRs, was already in
trouble, facing charges of
issuing public threats against
the BJP workers after the
elections. In one such case,
Banerjee has been issued
bail by the High Court on the
condition that he would
cooperate with the police by
giving his voice samples.

Banerjee had been heard
during a public campaign
threatening the BJP workers
with dire consequences after
they returned to power post
May 4, when the results
would come out. “Mamata
Banerjee is compassionate …
so she plays Rabindra
Sangeet… but I am not … we
will play DJ along with
Rabindra Sangeet after elec-
tion results are out on May 4,”
he said.

Ambala bomb blast: NIA names Pak handler, 7 Indians

NIA arrests two key absconders in
Praveen Nettaru murder case

Abhishek Banerjee booked for
medical lapse at health camp

VP lauds social reformer Mannathu Padmanabhan’s contributions

Wayanad landslide: BJP slams
Rahul, Priyanka for absence

India declares one day national
mourning for former Qatar Emir

Govt aims to establish
Haryana as knowledge
economy hub: CM 

Haryana CM Nayab Singh Saini 

BJP national spokesperson Tuhin Sinha 
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Peoples Democratic Party chief Mehbooba Mufti has been
placed under house arrest ahead of Martyrs’ Day
observance in Srinagar, her daughter Iltija Mufti claimed on
Sunday. “We have been placed under house arrest on the
eve of Martyrs’ Day for reasons best known to J&K Police,”
Iltija posted on X. July 13 is commemorated as Martyrs’
Day in Jammu and Kashmir as a tribute to 22 persons who
were killed by the Dogra army outside Srinagar’s central jail
in 1931. The LG administration had dropped the day from
the list of gazetted holidays in 2020. “This is the normalcy
they claim to have established in Kashmir? Make no
mistake, the local Government too is hand in glove using
police in Sidhra to demolish homes and place opponents in
detention when convenient,” Iltija alleged. (PTI)

States Focus

MEHBOOBA MUFTI UNDER HOUSE
ARREST AHEAD OF MARTYRS’ DAY 

CISF DG REVIEWS SECURITY FOR
AMARNATH PILGRIMS
CISF Director General Praveer Ranjan visited the Nunwan
base camp at Pahalgam in Jammu and Kashmir to review
the security arrangements for Amarnath pilgrims, a
spokesman of the force said on Sunday. Ranjan
accompanied by ADG, North, Sudhir Kumar visited Nunwan
base camp on Saturday, to review the security
arrangements for the ongoing Shri Amarnath Ji Yatra, the
spokesman said. He said during the visit Director General
(DG), Central Industrial Security Force (CISF) reviewed
overall security arrangements, deployment plan, access
control measures, communication network, surveillance
systems, medical support, coordination mechanisms
between CAPFs, J&K Police, civil administration, and other
stakeholders. Ranjan inspected key deployment locations,
check posts, communication centre CRPF, CCTV control
room, and logistics arrangements. Special emphasis was
laid on anti-sabotage measures, area domination, crowd
management, route security, and preparedness to respond
swiftly to any contingency, he said. The spokesman said the
DG visited jawan barracks, pilgrim camps, met health
workers and woman personnel. (PTI)

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

The Ministry of Jal Shakti
will hold a conference of
senior water resources sec-
retaries from States and
Union Te rr i t or ie s  on
Monday to review key
water sector initiatives and
strengthen Centre-State
coordination on reforms
and implementation.

The conference, to be con-
vened by the Department of
Water Resources, River
Development and Ganga
Rejuvenation under the
Ministry of Jal Shakti at
Sushma Swaraj Bhawan in
New Delhi, aims to review
the progress of the min-
istry’s major national pro-
grammes and discuss prior-
ity initiatives in the water
resources sector.

Key issues on the agenda
include the modernisation of
the Command Area
Development and Water
Management (M-CADWM)

scheme, the nationwide
‘Catch the Rain’ campaign,
revised project appraisal
guidelines, dam safety and
State water reforms.

Union Jal Shakti Minister
CR Patil will chair the confer-
ence. Minister of State for Jal
Shakti  Raj  Bhushan
Choudhary and Secretary,
Department of Water
Resources,  River
Development and Ganga
Rejuvenation, VL Kantha Rao,
will co-chair it, according 

to an official statement.
The conference will be

attended by senior officials
from the water resources
departments of all States
and Union Territories, as
well as the Ministry of Jal
Shakti, including its organi-
sations, attached and subor-
dinate offices, such as the
Central Water Commission,
the National Dam Safety
Authority, and the National
Water Mission.

Discussions will focus on

eight priority agenda items,
including the status of the
modernisation of the
Command Area Development
and Water Management (M-
CADWM) scheme and the
special one-month nation-
wide ‘Catch the Rain’ cam-
paign aimed at strengthening
people’s participation in
water conservation.

Other issues on the
agenda include revised draft
project appraisal guidelines
for irrigation, multipurpose
and flood management pro-
jects, rule curves of dam
reservoirs and their effective
implementation for
improved reservoir opera-
tions and dam safety, the
status of the State water
reforms framework, com-
pletion of comprehensive
dam safety evaluation under
the Dam Safety Act, 2021 by
December 2026, progress of
irrigation censuses in States
and Union Territories, and a
framework for model State
water awards.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

The BJP on Sunday criticised
Jammu and Kashmir Chief
Minister Omar Abdullah over
his accusation that it is trying
to poach his National
Conference party MLAs,
saying that instead of making
“speculative and baseless”
claims, he should “introspect”
on what kind of leaders he
has in his party.

On Saturday, Abdullah
accused the BJP of trying to
bring down his Government
in Jammu and Kashmir (J&K)
by engineering a split in the
ruling National Conference,
claiming that his party MLAs
were offered `20-30 crore to
switch sides.

Addressing a packed
workers’ convention at the
mausoleum of his grandpar-
ents at Hazratbal on the 26th
death anniversary of his
grandmother, Akbar Jehan, in
Srinagar, Abdullah claimed
the BJP was using money

power to poach his MLAs.
When asked, BJP national

spokesperson Sambit Patra
categorically rejected
Abdulla’s charge as “specula-
tive and without any basis”,
saying the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) does not believe in
any action that deals a blow
to democracy or runs counter
to the democratic spirit.

“I find it astonishing when
any leader speaks about his
own party members in such
a way, claiming that his
people can be bought for
sums like `30 crore or `12
crore,” the BJP MP said.

“It reminds me of the time
when Sushma (Swaraj) asked
in Parliament: Are your MPs up
for sale? Are your MLAs up for
sale? Do you not even have
enough faith in your own
leaders to trust that they
won’t sell themselves?” Patra
said, adding, “I feel that if this
is the case, there ought to be
some introspection as to what
kind of people are in the party
who can be bought.”

On Saturday, BJP Rajya
Sabha MP and national
spokesperson Sudhansu
Trivedi slammed Abdullah,
describing his charge as
“extremely irresponsible
and baseless”.

Trivedi also demanded
that the J&K chief minister
either provide “evidence”

to substantiate his allegation
or apologise.

J&K BJP spokesperson and
MLA RS Pathania said if
Abdullah does not apolo-
gise, the BJP will “file a
defamation case against him
for making misleading and
unsubstantiated allegations
intended to create confu-

sion among the people”.
Trivedi further claimed

Abdullah made such a “base-
less” allegation just to deflect
public attention from his
Government’s “incompetence,
inaction and misgovernance”
in J&K.

Speaking in the same vein,
Pathania said, “Chief Minister
Omar Abdullah should dis-
close the names of the MLAs
who were allegedly offered
money, identify the BJP
leaders involved, and reveal
when and where the alleged
offers were made.

“If such a serious incident
occurred, why was it not
reported to the investigating
agencies? An elected chief
minister cannot make such
allegations without placing
evidence before the 
authorities,” he added.

Pathania said the National
Conference received a five-
year mandate but was
“exposed” within the first
year itself for “failing” to
honour its promises. 

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

Nepal continues to send the
largest number of students to
India, while Karnataka is the
top destination receiving the
maximum foreign students,
according to a Ministry of
Education survey.

The All India Survey on
Higher Education (AISHE) for
2023-24 noted that India’s
higher education institutions
attracted students from 173
countries in the 2023-24 aca-
demic year, with 58,134
foreign students enrolled
across universities and 
colleges in the country.

The AISHE col lects
detailed information from
higher education institu-

tions (HEIs)  across the
country through a web-
based data capture format
(DCF). Institutions upload
data on student enrolment,
faculty and staff, infrastruc-
ture, examination results,
etc., on the AISHE portal.

The survey serves as the
primary source of official sta-
tistics on higher education in
India, providing critical
insights for policy formula-
tion, planning and monitoring
of the sector.

In 2023-24, the highest
share of foreign students
came from Nepal (24.1 per
cent), followed by the UAE (7
per cent), the US (5.9 per
cent), Bangladesh (5.9 per
cent), Nigeria (5.5 per cent)
and Zimbabwe (4 per cent).

The top 10 countries consti-
tuted 63.8 per cent of the total
foreign students in 2023-24.

According to the report,
Karnataka emerged as the
top destination for interna-
tional students, with 7,914

foreigners enrolled in its
HEIs, narrowly ahead of
Punjab (7,902).

Maharashtra (6,190), Uttar
Pradesh (5,953) and Tamil
Nadu (5,694) completed the
top five list of hosting

foreign students .  The
highest number of foreign
students was enrolled in
undergraduate courses at
73.6 per cent, followed by
post-graduate programmes
at 16.8 per cent.

A total of 42,779 students
were pursuing undergradu-
ate programmes, accounting
for nearly 74 per cent of the
total. Of these, 27,849 were
men and 14,930 women.

Another 9,845 students
were enrolled in postgradu-
ate programmes, while com-
paratively smaller numbers
pursued diploma, PhD,  
certificate and integrated
courses.

Foreign student enrol-
ments rose from 48,898 in
2019-20 to 58,134 in 2023-24,

an increase of 9,236 stu-
dents, or 18.9 per cent, over
five years.

The growth was driven by
both men and women stu-
dents. While male enrol-
ments increased from 32,386
to 37,295, the number of
women students rose from
16,512 to 20,839 during the
same period.

India also received foreign
students from Lebanon,
Burkina Faso, Mongolia,
Mexico, Kazakhstan, Belarus
and Chile, among others, in the
2023-24 academic year.

The Ministry of Education
launched the Study in India
(SII) programme in 2018 with
an aim to attract internation-
al students to pursue higher
education in India. 

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

The BJP on Sunday present-
ed a ‘report card’ on the
outcomes of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s recent
foreign tours and criticised
Rahul Gandhi, saying the
prime minister returned
having secured a victory for
the country, while the
Congress leader, who is
abroad, must be “conspiring”
behind closed doors.

Addressing a press confer-
ence at the BJP headquarters
in New Delhi ,  party
spokesperson Sambit Patra
cited Indonesian President
Prabowo Subianto’s
remarks that he adopted
many of Modi’s policies, and
took a dig at Gandhi, saying
if the Congress leader had
emulated Modi “even a little
bit”, he would not have lost
99 elections.

Patra also took on the
Congress and other
Opposition parties, citing
New Zealand Prime Minister
Christopher Luxon’s remarks
acknowledging the trans-
formation in India under
Modi’s leadership.

“Just think what New

Zealand Prime Minister
Christopher Luxon said. And
the Congress party in India
refuses to accept it. I think our
Opposition should also learn
something,” he said.

Patra highlighted various
achievements of Modi’s
three-nation tour of
Indonesia, Australia and
New Zealand and said, “The
prime minister went on a
(foreign) tour and Rahul
Gandhi too. The prime min-
ister returned having
brought victory to the
nation, while Rahul Gandhi
is surely conspiring behind
closed doors.”

Gandhi is likely “plotting”
how to disrupt the good work
being done under Prime
Minister Modi’s leadership,
Patra charged further.

“You must be wondering
where ‘Rahul Baba’ is. Go
ahead, try to find out. A pro-
gramme scheduled for him
in Prayagraj on July 10 was
postponed. There was an
event in Patna as well; that
too was postponed. There
seem to be stamps on his
passport from places like
L ond on,  I ce land ,  and
Germany, who knows? He
is off on a tour,” the BJP 
MP added. 

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n Gandhi Nagar

Union Home Minister and Minister of
Cooperation, Amit Shah, who represents
the Gandhinagar Lok Sabha constituency, con-
gratulated the Ahmedabad Municipal
Corporation, over 25,000 campaign volun-
teers, and the people of Gandhinagar for
setting a Guinness World Record by planti-
ng more than 361,000 saplings in one hour
using the Miyawaki method.

The Home Minister stated that, under
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s leadership,
environmental conservation has become a
nationwide movement. The ‘Ek Ped Maa Ke
Naam’ campaign has engaged millions of cit-
izens in protecting nature. He noted that the
Gandhinagar Lok Sabha constituency has
energised this effort by reaching a significant
milestone in environmental conservation.

Shah emphasised that planting over 361,000
saplings in one hour using the Miyawaki tech-
nique demonstrates exceptional public par-
ticipation, careful planning, and a strong com-
mitment to environmental conservation. He
congratulated the Ahmedabad Municipal
Corporation, the participating departments,
voluntary organisations, volunteers, and the
constituency on this achievement.

Residents of Gandhinagar planted over
12.6 million saplings as part of the Public
Plantation Campaign. Of these, 11,593,513
were planted at 404 public sites, and more
than 1.1 million were planted on private
premises. The campaign covered multiple
assembly constituencies, with detailed
figures for each. This large-scale effort

stands as a model for public participation
in environmental conservation.

Shah stated that Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s vision of “Progress with Nature” and
sustainable development is being realised in
the Gandhinagar Lok Sabha constituency
through oxygen parks, large-scale tree plan-
tations, pond restoration, and public cam-
paigns. He added that Gandhinagar now
serves as a national example in environmen-
tal protection and green development.

He said that tree plantation does not end
with planting saplings; the protection and nur-
turing of these saplings are equally important.
He emphasised that planting saplings is
only the first step; their protection and care
are equally important. He urged all citizens
to join the ‘Ek Ped Maa Ke Naam’ campaign,
plant more trees, and take responsibility for
nurturing them. He expressed confidence that
public participation in such initiatives will
help build a developed India and ensure a
clean, green, and balanced environment for
future generations.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n Kochi

Kerala Chief Minister VD
Satheesan on Sunday said
his Government would
launch a ‘Pink Chitty’ scheme
through the KSFE to encour-
age women to save the
money they benefit from free
travel initiatives.

Speaking after inaugurat-
ing the Kochi Corporation’s
third roll-on/roll-off (Ro-Ro)
vessel, Sethusagar-3, at the
Vypeen boat jetty, Satheesan
welcomed the civic body’s
decision to offer free travel for
women on its Ro-Ro services.

Earlier,  the State
Government introduced free
travel for women on Kerala
State Road Transport
Corporation (KSRTC) ordinary
buses across Kerala.

“The money women save
through free travel should be
set aside as their own savings.
Women must have their own
independent savings, which
will help them live with

dignity and self-confidence.
That is why the Government
will take the initiative to
introduce a ‘Pink Chitty’
through Kerala State
Financial Enterprises (KSFE)”,
he said. He urged women not
to part with their savings
but to invest them in the 
proposed scheme.

Satheesan said the launch
of the third Ro-Ro vessel
would further strengthen
Kochi’s water transport

network and improve con-
nectivity between Fort Kochi,
Vypeen and Kochi city.

Describing Kochi as the first
city in the country to introduce
the Ro-Ro system, he said
more such vessels would be
added in the future to improve
public transport.

The Chief Minister also
outlined a series of infra-
structure and tourism pro-
jects planned for Kochi,
including a `190-crore, 190

MLD drinking water project
to permanently address the
city’s water shortage.

He said work to renovate
Fort Kochi beach would begin
soon to boost tourism and
announced plans to establish
a 40-acre oceanarium at
Puthuvypeen, a film city and
an international-standard
maritime museum.

“A major proposal to mod-
ernise Kochi’s public trans-
port system has also been
submitted to the Centre.
Kochi is on the verge of 
a major transformation,” 
he said.

Kochi Mayor VK Minimol
presided over the function. 

MLAs Muhammed Shiyas,
Tony Chammany, TJ Vinod
and Deepak Joy, Kochi City
Police Commissioner Kaliraj
Mahesh Kumar,  KSINC
Managing Director R Girija,
Cochin Smart Mission Limited
CEO Arun N Nair, Cochin
Shipyard CMD VJ Jose and
other public representatives
attended the event.

Nepal sends most foreign students to India: Survey

Amit Shah hails Gandhinagar’s
Guinness record in tree plantation

BJP hails PM Modi’s foreign
tours, takes dig at Rahul Gandhi

Kerala to launch scheme to boost women’s savings: CM Jal Shakti Ministry to chair national water meet

BJP rejects Omar’s bribe charge, asks him to introspect

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

The Congress on Sunday
questioned Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s “silence” on
the alleged embezzlement
of donations at the Ram
Temple in Ayodhya and said
the country will never
forgive the BJP-RSS for the
“betrayal of faith”.

Congress general secre-
tary in charge of communi-
cations, Jairam Ramesh, reit-
erated the party’s demands
for an independent investi-
gation supervised by the
Supreme Court, a forensic
audit, a fixation of account-
ability and strict action
against the guilty.

In a post in Hindi on X,
Ramesh said, “Donation
Theft: A Betrayal of Faith. A
month has passed since the
theft of donations at the
Lord Shri Ram Temple came

to light, yet Prime Minister
Modi, who is quick to claim
credit for everything,
remains silent when it
comes to accountability.”

New facts emerging daily
are exposing those who
have politicised the Ram
Temple issue, he said.

Even the Special
Investigation Team (SIT), con-
stituted ostensibly to resolve
the matter, has been forced to
acknowledge the daily disap-
pearance of lakhs of rupees in
offerings, Ramesh said. “The
theft of donations at the Lord
Shri Ram Temple cannot be

limited to just a few employ-
ees; yet, this Government —
hostile to the cause of Ram —
is intent on shielding the real
culprits,” he alleged.

The Congress has consis-
tently maintained that the
SIT, the FIR, and the resigna-
tions are merely attempts to
hoodwink the nation,
Ramesh said.

Government efforts to sup-
press the matter make it
evident that Champat Rai
and other temple trustees
harbour deep secrets; this is
why the Modi Government is
taking no action against them,
and their influence remains
intact, Ramesh said.

“The Congress demands
the following: An indepen-
dent and impartial investiga-
tion supervised by the
Supreme Court; a forensic
audit; fixation of account-
ability; strict action against
the guilty,” he said.

Betrayal of faith perpetrated under
PM’s patronage, alleges Congress

Representative image PTI

BJP spokesperson Sambit Patra PTI

Kerala Chief Minister VD Satheesan
Union Jal Shakti Minister CR Patil

Jairam Ramesh

Jammu and Kashmir Chief Minister Omar Abdullah
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Workers fix the dome and give final touches ahead of the ‘Rath Yatra’
festval, near the Jagannath Temple, in Puri, Odisha on Sunday PTI
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PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n Ayodhya

Nripendra Mishra, chairman of the
Ram Temple Construction
Committee, said on Sunday that the
trust will decide the duties and
powers of the first Chief Executive
Officer (CEO) of the Ayodhya temple.
He said the CEO’s main job is to
maintain devotees’ faith in the trust.

Mishra told reporters in Ayodhya
that the new CEO will also handle
financial matters. He added that the
Government will not interfere with
how the trust or its CEO works.

Since the temple was consecrat-
ed in January 2024, many visitors
have come to Ayodhya. To handle
this, the trust is appointing a CEO
to help run things more smoothly.
Mishra said the trust board will
clearly define the CEO’s role so that
decisions match the temple’s spir-
itual values. He emphasised that the
main goal is to protect and
strengthen devotees’ faith.

The CEO will ensure ‘Darshan’
runs smoothly, keep the temple
premises sacred, and help pilgrims
have a good experience year-round.
Managing the temple’s finances is
also a key part of the job. The
temple gets large donations from
devotees in India and abroad, so
handling these funds openly and
efficiently is important for maintain-
ing the temple, improving facilities
for pilgrims, and finishing the

remaining construction work.
Mishra’s statement that there is

no Government interference
demonstrates the trust’s indepen-
dence. The Shri Ram Janmabhoomi
Teerth Kshetra Trust is a religious
group established to manage the
temple in accordance with tradition
and devotees’ wishes. By keeping
control within the trust, they want
to keep daily operations free from
outside bureaucracy. Managing
crowds, security, medical help, and
basic services has become very
important.

The CEO will manage these oper-
ations with guidance from the
trust board. Mishra, who has been
closely involved with the temple
project, said the trust is still focused
on its main goal of serving Lord Ram
and His devotees. Appointing a
CEO is seen as a practical way to
handle more activities while

keeping the temple’s devotional
spirit.

Observers believe this step will
make the temple’s operations more
accountable and professional,
while the trust’s leaders will still
make the main policy decisions. The
CEO will follow the trust’s rules to
make sure finances, services for
devotees, and administration are
managed well and openly. Ayodhya
continues to attract pilgrims from
all over India and the world.

The trust’s focus on faith-centric
management is expected to further
strengthen the bond between the
temple and its devotees. Mishra’s
statement on Sunday has been
welcomed by many as a clear
signal that the Ram Temple will
continue to be run as a sacred insti-
tution, free from external control
and dedicated solely to upholding
the faith of millions.

No need to wear your faith on your
sleeve, says ex-BJP leader Annamalai
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n Coimbatore

Former BJP Tamil Nadu President
K Annamalai on Sunday asserted
that a true Hindu treats everyone
equally and embraces everyone
and does not regard someone as
high or low.

Addresing his foundation’s first
conference at Pollachi near here,
Annamalai said he is a proud
nationalist and Indian.

Annamalai helmed “We The
Leaders” foundation chose a
stand against drugs as its theme
for its first rally here.  

He said: “I am a Hindu, but
when I step out, I lock up my
caste and religion inside my
house. There is no need to high-
light and display religion every-
time.” 

Furthermore, Annamalai said:
“True Hindu treats all equally, he
does not talk that one is superi-
or and that another is inferior. He
will say that everyone must go
together in a straight line. That is
my Hindu philosophy.” 

On the recent Tamil Nadu
Assembly polls, he said that those
below 39 years of age brought
about the regime change.

C Joseph Vijay-led TVK, floated
in 2024 assumed power emerg-
ing as the single largest party in
the 2026 TN Assembly polls.

Similarly,  in 2031,  when
Assembly polls are next due,

young people belonging to such
a young age bracket will bring a
very big regime change, he said. 

Nobody should be forced to
join the movement, he said
adding participation should be
voluntary based on the work
done.

During the next six months, six
important issues would be taken
up to create awareness including
environment, he noted. 

Six resolutions were passed in
the anti-drug awareness confer-
ence that were against drugs,
alcohol dependence and abuse. 

A resolution slammed alleged
lax implementation of norms
governing functioning of “FL2”
category clubs that serve alco-
holic beverages to its members.  

According to the organisers,
every July will be observed as
“White band month” to take a
pledge to stay away from drugs
and help others to do so.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n Nagpur

A high-level delegation com-
prising ministers and senior
officials from BRICS coun-
tries visited the Tadoba-
Andhari Tiger Reserve (TATR)
in Maharashtra’s Chandrapur
district on Sunday and had
multiple tiger sightings, offi-
cials said.

Transport ministers, heads
of delegation, senior officials
and delegates from member
countries were in Nagpur for
the third BRICS transport min-
isters’ meeting under India’s
BRICS chairship, which began
on July 9 and concluded on
July 12. A release issued by the
TATR field director said that
more than 20 safari vehicles
were deployed from the
Kolara, Madnapur and Belara
buffer gates to facilitate the
visit of the 70-member BRICS
delegation.

During the morning safari,
delegates from Russia and
Ethiopia sighted the well-
known tiger T-178 along with
a sub-adult offspring of
tigress T-82, the release said.

In the evening safari, dele-
gates from South Africa, Egypt
and Iran had sightings of T-

178, a sub-adult of T-82 and a
sub-adult of TN-9, it added.

The delegates also
observed a rich diversity of
wildlife, including chital,
sambar, Indian gaur, wild
boar, and numerous bird
species amid the lush green
forests rejuvenated by the
monsoon rains, it said.

According to the release,
the delegates expressed their
appreciation for the “excep-
tional safari experience” and
commended the scientific
management and conserva-
tion practices adopted by
the reserve.

The visit was coordinated
by the leadership and field
staff of TATR. Field Director
Prabhu Nath Shukla and
Deputy Director Vishal Mali
led the reserve team, 
it added.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n Lucknow

Samajwadi Party president
Akhilesh Yadav on Sunday
alleged that the Rs 4,700
crore Lucknow-Kanpur
Expressway, which is sched-
uled to be inaugurated the
next day, had caved in before
its opening. 

The National Highways
Authority of India has reject-
ed the claim, stating that the
expressway is constructed in
accordance with all the pre-
scribed quality standards
and is completely safe, while
the BJP accused Yadav of
making baseless statements
on development projects to
stay relevant.

According to the official
announcement,  Union
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh, Union Minister for
Road Transport and
Highways Nitin Gadkari, and

Uttar Pradesh Chief 
Minister Yogi Adityanath 
are scheduled to inaugurate
the Kanpur-Lucknow
Expressway from Unnao at 3
pm on Monday. 

In an X post on Sunday,
Yadav attacked the BJP over
the condition of major
expressway projects, alleging
corruption in their construc-
tion and questioning their
safety and design.

Expressways are meant

to enable people to travel
quickly and without worry,
and “not to spend the entire
journey praying to God”, he
said in the post. 

He further alleged that
the Rs 4,700-crore Lucknow-
Kanpur Expressway had
caved in before its inaugura-
tion. He also cited the Rs
6,700-crore Missing Link
project in Maharashtra,
claiming that its condition
has exposed corruption and

brought disrepute to the BJP
government.

“Is there a competition of
mega corruption in BJP-ruled
states?” Yadav asked, while
also taking a swipe at the
designers of the two projects.

The former Uttar Pradesh
chief minister asked whether
the Lucknow-Kanpur
Expressway was designed
for public convenience or to
benefit contractors linked
to the BJP.

He claimed that com-
muters would spend more
time entering the city from
the Expressway than travel-
ling between the two cities.

“If this continues because
of corruption, a traveller will
think 40 times before setting
out on a 40-minute journey.
Speed has no meaning if it is
not safe,” he said.

Reacting to Yadav’s allega-
tions, the National Highways
Authority of India’s (NHAI)

Project Director Nakul
Prakash Verma asserted that
there was no subsidence
anywhere on the project.

“Where has it caved in? It
has not caved in anywhere,”
Verma said, adding that the
Expressway would be
opened to the public from 8
am on July 14.

“Once the Expressway is
opened, the truth will
become evident. If I am
wrong, the public itself will
expose it,” he said.

Verma said the pho-
tographs of subsidence
being circulated on social
media were not of the main
carriageway but of the road-
side earthen embankment,
describing it as a routine
maintenance matter.

“When it rains, some soil
gets washed away, and fresh
soil is filled in again. This is
called a ‘rain cut’, and it is
common on highways. A

road caving in is a different
issue, while erosion of road-
side soil is entirely different,”
he explained, assuring that
the erosion had not affected
the structural integrity of
the Expressway or the safety
of traffic. 

According to Verma, the
affected portion has already
been repaired, and all neces-
sary technical works will be
completed before the
Expressway is inaugurated.

He asserted that the
Expressway is completely
safe and has been construct-
ed in accordance with all
prescribed quality standards.

The BJP too has reacted to
the Samajwadi Party chief’s
claim. BJP’s Unnao district
president Anurag Awasthi
dismissed the allegations as
baseless, stating that the
opposition was making
unnecessary statements over
development projects.

NHAI refutes Akhilesh claim that Lucknow-Kanpur Expressway caved in before opening

BRICS delegates visit Tadoba
reserve, spot multiple tigers

FROM PAGE - 1
Iran hits back after US
strikes, Gulf on alert
Meanwhile, missile alerts sounded in Bahrain,
an island kingdom in the Persian Gulf home to
the US Navy’s 5th Fleet. Kuwait’s military also said
it was intercepting incoming fire.

The Omani state news agency said drones
struck sites in an area that sits on the Strait of
Hormuz and issued a shelter-in-place warning
for residents in the region.

The attack came after the two countries held
talks on Saturday. Oman summoned the Iranian
ambassador to protest the strikes.

Three Iranian missiles struck areas across
Jordan, causing minor damage but no injuries,
Jordan’s state news agency reported.

Sirens also sounded in the United Arab
Emirates, but the Government said missiles did
not cross into UAE borders. The UAE so far hasn’t
been targeted in the most recent round of Iranian
attacks. In the Strait of Hormuz attack, a Cyprus-
flagged container ship was hit by Iran and suf-
fered “significant engineroom damage”, the US
Central Command said early Sunday morning.

Oman’s maritime authority said it rescued 23
crew members from the ship, but that one is still
missing. India’s Ministry of External Affairs said
the missing crew member is an Indian nation-
al and said it was working with Oman to locate
him. The United Kingdom Maritime Trade
Operations centre, overseen by the British mil-
itary, said the ship had been hugging the shore-
line of Oman. That’s been the way ships have
entered and exited the Persian Gulf while avoid-
ing Iranian territorial waters.

Iran has sought to maintain control over transit
through the strait during the 60-day ceasefire.
Iran’s paramilitary Revolutionary Guard said mul-
tiple vessels “disregarded our warnings” and
ignored instructions to follow what it called an
approved route. One of them “was struck by a
warning shot and brought to a stop”.

Iran said that the strait would remain closed
“until further notice” and said it would consid-
er targeting “additional enemy bases in the
region” if it faced more attacks.

Iranian state media reported US strikes across
the country, including southern Iran in the
province closest to the Strait of Hormuz, and mil-
itary sites in a province near Tehran.

The latest violence followed Iran and Oman’s
foreign ministers meeting on Saturday to discuss
the strait. The narrow strait sits in both Iran and
Oman’s territorial waters, but has long been con-
sidered an international waterway.

Oman said it and Iran agreed to continue dis-
cussing the Strait of Hormuz “at the technical and
political levels.” However, Iran offered no state-
ment about the strait being open to all - some-
thing sought by the Trump administration.

US President Donald Trump suggested last
week that the interim deal in the Iran war was
“over”. But mediators, including Pakistan, Qatar

and Egypt, have continued efforts to reach an
agreement. A regional official involved in the
mediation, speaking on condition of anonymi-
ty to discuss those talks, said efforts to shore up
the ceasefire were continuing Sunday.

Iran’s new supreme leader, still unseen since
the war began, also vowed in his first statement
since the funeral of his father, Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei, that Iranians would avenge his
killing in the war’s opening strikes on Feb 28.

Such revenge “is the will of our nation and
must certainly be carried out,” Supreme Leader
Ayatollah Mojtaba Khamenei said in a statement
carried on state television. (AP )

India condemns ship
attack; one seafarer...
“The continuing incidents of attacks on commer-
cial shipping in the region are deeply worrisome.
We reiterate our call for immediate de-escala-
tion of tensions, and the conclusion of ongoing
negotiations for a diplomatic solution so that
peace and stability can return to the region,” the
MEA said. The vessel was struck by what Iranian
forces described as a warning shot, which set the
ship ablaze and forced the crew to abandon it.
The incident occurred near the coast of Oman
amid heightened tensions in the region.

Iran claimed the ship was transiting along an
unapproved route in the conflict-hit Strait of
Hormuz. Shortly after the incident, Tehran
declared the strait closed again and warned of
a “severe response” to any retaliation.

The attack comes as tensions between Iran
and the United States have escalated sharply. The
US launched a fresh round of military strikes
against Iranian targets, citing the incident
involving the GFS Galaxy. According to the US
Central Command (CENTCOM), the latest strikes
hit approximately 140 Iranian military targets,
including missile and drone sites, naval capabil-
ities, ammunition storage facilities, communi-
cation networks, and coastal surveillance loca-
tions. This marks the third wave of US strikes on
Iran this week, with over 300 targets hit across
three nights, CENTCOM said. Iran has respond-
ed with attacks on several countries in the Middle
East, including Bahrain, Kuwait, Qatar, the
United Arab Emirates, and Oman. The Strait of
Hormuz has emerged as a critical flashpoint in
efforts to negotiate a permanent end to the con-
flict that began on February 28 this year. 

CM ouster Bill reworked;
suspension replaces...
The proposed law should include a separate
schedule listing offences punishable with
imprisonment of up to five years or more to
clearly identify the offences that would entail
suspension, the panel said. The Bill was intro-

duced with an aim to ensure that Governments
are not run from jail. If the recommendations
are accepted, the Ministry of Home Affairs will
approach the Union Cabinet with the proposed
amendments and later bring official amend-
ments in the Lok Sabha.

Forensics deepen Twisha
Sharma death probe
Twisha married Bhopal lawyer Samarth Singh in
December 2025 after meeting him on a dating
app.  She was found hanging at their home in
Bhopal’s Katara Hills on May 12, 2026, just five
months later.

According to the FIR, Samarth said he found
Twisha hanging around 10:20 pm and took her
to AIIMS Bhopal, where doctors declared her
dead on arrival.

Her family tells a different story: at 9:41 pm,
Twisha was on a call with her mother when
shouting was heard, and then the call ended.
After that, calls went unanswered until her
mother-in-law, retired district judge Giribala
Singh, answered and reportedly said, “She is no
more,” before hanging up.

Twisha’s family, which includes members of
the armed forces, has repeatedly accused
Samarth and Giribala of dowry-related harass-
ment, mental and physical abuse, and domes-
tic violence. The CBI FIR also notes claims that
the mother-in-law demanded a ?2 lakh dowry
and refused to give Twisha money for her per-
sonal needs. The in-laws deny all these accusa-
tions, saying Twisha made her own decisions and
struggled with mental health issues that led to
suicide. The first post-mortem at AIIMS Bhopal
found that Twisha died from “antemortem
hanging by ligature” and showed signs of
asphyxia, such as facial congestion, petechial
haemorrhages, and Tardieu’s spots in the lungs.
The report also listed several blunt-force injuries
before death: abrasions on the left side of her
neck, bruises on her left upper arm and forearm,
right wrist, right ring finger, and a 2 cm by 2 cm
bruise under the scalp in the left frontoparietal
area. Two small bruised patches were also found
in the tissue beneath the ligature mark.

The Madhya Pradesh High Court, noting prob-
lems in the case, ordered a second autopsy by
experts from AIIMS Delhi and later handed the
investigation to the CBI. Samarth was arrested
on May 22 after reportedly fleeing, and Giribala’s
anticipatory bail was cancelled before she was
arrested on May 28. Both are still in judicial
custody. The CBI has recreated the crime scene
at the Katara Hills home using dummies. The new
AIIMS report is a key piece of evidence, confirm-
ing that this specific belt touched her neck in a
way that matches her injuries.

However, the report does not answer the main
question: whether Twisha used the belt herself
in a moment of despair or someone else used

it on her. The short time between her distressed
phone call and when her body was found, along
with her earlier injuries, keeps her family suspi-
cious.  As the CBI reviews the sealed report along
with digital evidence, call records, and witness
statements, the case highlights common prob-
lems in Indian dowry-death investigations. It is
often hard to tell the difference between abet-
ment or murder and suicide when there are no
direct witnesses, and forensic evidence needs
more proof to show criminal intent. 

For Twisha’s family, the AIIMS findings provide
the scientific proof they have been seeking. For
the accused and investigators, the findings are
another piece of evidence in an investigation that
still needs to clearly show what happened in
Twisha’s final minutes on May 12. The gymnas-
tics belt is now forensically linked to her fatal
injuries, but it is still unclear who used it and why.

Parliament braces for
showdown as Govt...
In addition, three Trinamool MPs resigned from
the Rajya Sabha before joining the BJP. The Shiv
Sena (UBT) has also witnessed another split, with
six of its Lok Sabha MPs joining the Shiv Sena led
by Maharashtra Deputy Chief Minister Eknath
Shinde. Earlier, seven AAP members of the
Rajya Sabha had also joined the BJP.

West Bengal’s new
rulebook
Referring to CM’s instruction a senior officer of
the State police department on Sunday said, “All
the district police administrations have been
notified about it. The laws will be enforced from
tomorrow.” Modeled after laws prevalent in
States like Uttar Pradesh the first law stipulates
the preventive detention for 12 months without
trial. The second law proposes confiscation of
the properties of those who destroy public prop-
erty. A Claims Commission will determine the
amount of compensation.

Former State BJP president and Union Minister
Sukanta Majumdar on Sunday said, “Bengal had
enough of unruliness in the name of protests. It
is necessary to take the State towards the path
of development. Preventive detention by the
police on suspicion of mischief is one of the mea-
sures that can ensure a better law and order.” 

Opposition Left and Congress have strongly
objected to the implementation of what they
called draconian laws. CPI(M) central committee
member Meenakshi Mukherjee said, “These
laws are clearly aimed against the political oppo-
nents who would rise up to protest against anti-
people measures taken by this Government. First,
they will unleash bulldozers on hapless poor
demolishing their shops and houses and if they
protest they will be arrested. They will also not

allow the arrested persons lawyers of their
choice. They will have to appoint lawyers from
the State panel. The BJP is digging its own grave.”
Congress leader Adhir Chowdhury compared the
law with Rowlatt Act saying, “The democratic
minded people of West Bengal will definitely
protest against such laws.” 

Vietnam tragedy victims
begin journey home
“We continue to pray for the early recovery of the
one survivor at Phu Quoc Hospital,” it added.

Of the 15 victims, 10 were from Tamil Nadu, three
were from Andhra Pradesh and two were from
Kerala. Two of the deceased were women,
according to a list shared by the embassy.

According to the list, the deceased from Tamil
Nadu were identified as Senthil Kumar Jayavel,
Muruga Prabhu Arumugam, Sridhar Sundararajan,
Shaik Abdullah Abdul Majeed, Balaji Natesan,
Vinaya Kumar Chithirapuram Bhaskara, Ravisankar
Sugumaran, Santosh Kumar Shantilaljain, Babu
Kuppuswamy and Alagurajan Sivasamy.

The deceased from Andhra Pradesh were iden-
tified as Nallapeta Adiseshaiah Raviteja, Sreedhar
Mudiam and Jaya Lakshmi Gelli, while those from
Kerala were identified as Avicot Cheriyan Thomas
and Loveni Thomas.

The Governments in the three southern states
have issued helpline numbers to assist relatives
of the affected persons.

Earlier on Sunday, the Indian Embassy in
Hanoi said 16 of the 17 surviving tourists were dis-
charged from the hospital and were on their way
to India. “After obtaining medical treatment, 15
survivors of yesterday’s tragic boat accident
have been discharged from hospital and are trav-
elling back to India,” the embassy said in a sep-
arate post on X.

“Of the two patients in critical care, one has been
discharged and is travelling back to India. The
other is undergoing treatment at a hospital in Phu
Quoc,” it said. Phu Quoc, Vietnam’s largest island,
is a major tourist destination known for its
white-sand beaches, coral reefs and island-
hopping excursions.

The tourists were reportedly returning from an
island visit when their speedboat capsized about
400 metres off Hon May Rut Ngoai island.

Nearby tourist boats reportedly rushed to pull
passengers from the water before border guards,
the navy, the coast guard and other forces joined
the search-and-rescue operation. Eyewitnesses
told the local media that some of the passengers
were trapped inside the overturned speedboat,
which made rescue difficult.

The exact cause of the incident is yet to be ascer-
tained.  Vietnamese Prime Minister Le Minh
Hung has ordered an investigation into the
cause of the accident and directed authorities to
hold those responsible accountable, local 
media reported.

Ram temple trust to define first
CEO’s powers: Nripendra Mishra
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SECOND ACCUSED ARRESTED FOR ₹9.90 LAKH FRAUD 
THROUGH ATM AND ONLINE BANKING MISUSE

₹9.90 lakh stolen from 
the bank account of 
an 80-year-old retired 
man using a SIM card 
and a new ATM card; 
one accused was 
arrested earlier, 
search on for the third

n FAIR REPORT 
CHITTORGARH
Kapasan police have ar-
rested the second accused 
of  a gang involved in a cy-
ber fraud of  around ₹9.90 
lakh from the bank ac-
count of  an 80-year-old re-
tired man by misusing a 
SIM card and online bank-
ing. One accused had al-
ready been arrested, while 
another member of  the 
gang is still absconding. 
Under the direction of  Su-
perintendent of  Police 
Dharmendra Singh Yadav, 
and the supervision of  Ad-

ditional Superintendent of  
Police Mukul Sharma and 
Circle Officer Harish 
Bharti, SHO Sunil Sharma 
and his team arrested 
Ashok Kumar Saini alias 
Roni (22), a resident of  
Daliyawas in Sikar dis-
trict. During the investiga-
tion, it was found that he 
had gone with the previ-
ously arrested accused 
Ritesh Saini to collect the 
ATM card and had an ac-
tive role in the crime. He 
was arrested from Sikar on 

the basis of  technical evi-
dence. According to police, 
Ramchandra Sharma (80), 
a retired resident of  Tara-
khedi in Kapasan, lodged a 
complaint on June 25 stat-
ing that ₹990,832 had been 
withdrawn from his SBI 
bank account. During the 
inquiry, it was found that 
a new ATM card had been 
issued in his name and the 
online banking facility 
was used to transfer the 
money to other bank ac-
counts. The complainant 

alleged that the ATM card 
and online banking facil-
ity were activated without 
his application. He also 
expressed suspicion over 
the role of  the bank man-
ager and the postman, as 
the ATM card was deliv-
ered to an unknown per-
son instead of  him. Based 
on the complaint, Case No. 
245/2026 was registered at 
Kapasan Police Station 
and an investigation was 
started. During the inves-
tigation, police had earlier 
arrested Ritesh Saini, a 
resident of  Govardhanpu-
ra in Sikar, on July 7. After 
the arrest of  the second 
accused, Ashok Kumar 
Saini, police are now 
searching for another 
gang member, Vikram 
Meena. Police said the in-
vestigation is continuing 
and the role of  other peo-

Jhulelal Surgical Equipment Service Launched, Free Wheelchairs, Surgical Beds and Dead Body Freezer for Needy People
MP C.P. Joshi says 
selfless service is the 
greatest virtue; MLA 
Chandrabhan Singh 
Akya says helping the 
needy is serving 
society

n FAIR REPORT 
CHITTORGARH

The Sindhi community has 
started a new service to help 
needy patients and families by 
providing essential medical 
equipment free of  cost. The 
Pujya Sindhi Panchayat Vikas 

Samiti Chittorgarh and Jhule-
lal Yuva Seva Samiti jointly 
launched the Pujya Jhulelal 
Surgical Equipment Service 
on Sunday at Sindhu Commu-
nity Hall in Pratap Nagar. Un-
der this service, equipment 
such as a dead body freezer, 
wheelchairs, surgical beds, 
walkers, sticks and other med-
ical items will be provided free 
of  cost to needy people for a 
fixed period. MP C.P. Joshi at-
tended the event as the chief  
guest. MLA Chandrabhan 
Singh Akya presided over the 

programme. Pujya Sindhi 
Panchayat President Yogesh 
Bhojwani, donors Ramesh 
Chanchalani and Anil Inani, 
and Advocate Omprakash 
Sharma were the special 
guests. The programme be-
gan with lamp lighting and 
floral tribute to Lord Jhulelal. 
Service coordinator Lalit Ta-
hiliyani said the initiative 
aims to provide medical 
equipment to needy people 
whenever required.

MP C.P. Joshi said selfless 
service to humanity is the 

greatest virtue and appreciat-
ed the Sindhi community for 
starting this meaningful ini-
tiative. MLA Chandrabhan 
Singh Akya said serving hu-

manity is the greatest duty. He 
said helping a needy or help-
less person is not just helping 
an individual but serving the 
entire society. Earlier, Pan-

chayat President Yogesh Bho-
jwani said the equipment has 
been donated by members of  
the Sindhi community. Needy 
people can contact the Pujya 
Sindhi Panchayat office to get 
the equipment free of  cost for 
a fixed period. During the pro-
gramme, donors were hon-
oured with shawls. Dr. Dimple 
Jaysinghani was also felici-
tated after taking charge as a 
gynecologist at Sanwaliya 
Hospital. The programme 
was conducted by Kamal 
Chanchalani. Among those 

present were BJP spokesper-
son Deepak Sharma, Ravi Vi-
rani, Councillor Neeraj Sukh-
wal, Panchayat patron Kam-
lesh Khatwani, Shrichand 
Nebhnani, Kishore Vaswani, 
Bhawani Shankar Agnani, 
Khillumal Varlani, Senior 
Vice-President Daulat Dasani, 
Vasudev Bhojwani, Vice-Pres-
ident Chandra Malani, Mo-
han Tekchandani, Secretary 
Anil Hariyani, General Secre-
tary Harish Gurnani, Kishore 
Khatwani, Organisation Sec-
retary Chandrabhan Kripla-

ni, Heera Mangalani, Treas-
urer Suryaprakash Chimna-
ni, Media In-charge Kamlesh 
Sharma, Jhulelal Yuva Seva 
Samiti President Jacky Ahu-
ja, former President Lalit 
Wangani, J.P. Wangani, Ka-
mal Chanchalani, Kapil Ma-
lani, Rajesh Tulsani, Shankar 
Wangani, Laxman Devani, 
Vinod Phoolwani, Umesh De-
vanani, Mahesh Lohani, 
Manoj Bhojwani, Gopal Man-
galani, Mahesh Dadwani, 
Raju Wadhwani, Manoj De-
vani, Ajay Ahuja, Raju Mot-

India Declares National Mourning 
as Qatar’s Visionary Former Emir 
Sheikh Hamad Passes Away at 74
n FAIR REPORT 
NEW DELHI

The tricolour will fly at half-
mast across government build-
ings throughout India today, as 
the nation joins the world in 
mourning the death of  Sheikh 
Hamad bin Khalifa Al-Thani 
— the man who single-handed-
ly transformed a small Gulf  
sheikhdom into one of  the rich-
est, most influential nations on 
earth.

The Father Amir of  Qatar 
breathed his last on Sunday, 
prompting the Government of  
India to swiftly announce one 
day of  national mourning on 
July 13. The Ministry of  Exter-
nal Affairs confirmed that no 
official entertainment pro-
grams will be held anywhere in 
the country during the obser-
vance — a solemn tribute to a 

leader New Delhi regarded as 
far more than a foreign digni-
tary.

“A True Friend of India,” 
Says PM Modi

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi led the tributes, calling 
Sheikh Hamad a visionary 
leader who guided Qatar to 
extraordinary heights of  de-
velopment and prosperity. 
Modi recalled meeting him 
personally during his 2024 
visit to Doha, describing him 
as a true friend of  India — a 
bond forged over decades of  
deepening ties in energy, 
trade, and the welfare of  the 
massive Indian expatriate 
community in Qatar.Union 
Minister Kiren Rijiju is set to 
travel to Doha shortly, carry-
ing India’s condolences di-

rectly to the Qatari royal fam-
ily and reaffirming the 
strength of  this crucial strate-
gic partnership.

The Man Who Built 
Modern Qatar

Sheikh Hamad ruled Qatar 
from 1995 to 2013 before volun-
tarily stepping aside for his 
son, Sheikh Tamim — a rare 
act of  peaceful succession in 
the Gulf. Under his reign, Qa-
tar’s natural gas wealth ex-
ploded onto the world stage, 
its diplomatic clout multi-
plied, and its global profile 
soared through landmark in-
vestments in media, sports, 
and infrastructure. Qatar it-
self  has declared four days of  
mourning, flags lowered and 
government offices shuttered 
in grief.

New RGHS Rules Kick 
In Today: Government 
Employees to Get 
Faster, Simpler Access 
to OPD Tests
Jaipur: Lakhs of  Ra-
jasthan government em-
ployees, pensioners, and 
their dependents woke up 
today to a significantly sim-
plified healthcare process, 
as new guidelines for the 
Rajasthan Government 
Health Scheme (RGHS) 
came into effect from Mon-
day, July 13. The Rajasthan 
State Health Assurance 
Agency (RSHAA) has over-
hauled the approval pro-
cess for routine OPD diag-
nostic tests — cutting 
through the red tape that 
has long frustrated benefi-
ciaries navigating the 
state’s cashless healthcare 
program. Under the revised 
system, patients can now 
walk straight into a diag-
nostic test prescribed by 
their doctor — no prior 
RGHS portal approval re-
quired — as long as the cost 
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