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THE DAWN OF A FEARLESS PEN

Modi’s Punjab Push: 5,400-Crore

Jalandhar Package, 75 Railway

Stations Unveiled as BJP Eyes 2027

B FAIR REPORT
JALANDHAR

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi is set to make a politi-
cally significant visit to
Punjab on Friday, unveiling
infrastructure projects
worth more than 5,400 crore
in Jalandhar as part of a
wider 26,800-crore develop-
ment package spanning
Punjab, Haryana and Chan-
digarh. Though lasting
barely 90 minutes, the visit
isexpected to carry implica-
tions far beyond govern-
ance, with Punjab’s 2027
Assembly elections already
looming on the political ho-
rizon.

At the heart of the pro-
gramme is the inauguration
of 75 redeveloped railway
stations across India under
the Amrit Bharat Station
Scheme, an ambitious rail-
way modernisation initia-
tive aimed at transforming
stations into multimodal,
passenger-friendly trans-
port hubs while preserving
regional architectural iden-
tity. Developed at an esti-
mated cost of 1,570 crore,
the stations embody the gov-
ernment’s “Vikas Bhi, Vira-
sat Bhi” vision—combining
infrastructure expansion

with cultural preservation.

Punjab figures promi-
nently in the rollout. Four
stations—Jalandhar Can-
tonment, S.A.S. Nagar (Mo-
hali), Sri Muktsar Sahib
and Sri Anandpur Sahib—
have undergone compre-
hensive redevelopment. The
Jalandhar Cantonment sta-
tion, revamped at a cost of
around 125 crore, now fea-
tures an air-conditioned
concourse, modern waiting
areas, digital passenger in-
formation systems, escala-
tors, lifts, enhanced acces-
sibility and environmental-
ly sustainable infrastruc-
ture.

The railway package ex-
tends beyond station up-
grades. Modi will also dedi-
cate projects aimed at

strengthening connectivity
to Sri Anandpur Sahib and
Maa Chintpurni Temple,
while launching the Amrit-
sar-Varanasi rail service,
linking two of India’s most
significant religious and
cultural centres. Addition-
ally, the Daulatpur Chowk-
Kartoli rail line, construct-
ed at a cost of nearly 830
crore under the Nangal
Dam-Talwara-Mukerian
rail corridor, will be inaugu-
rated, improving regional
mobility and economic inte-
gration.

The Prime Minister’s
itinerary has been carefully
structured. After landing at
the Punjab Armed Police
grounds in Jalandhar, he
will proceed to Jalandhar
Cantonment railway sta-

From Campus Land to Capital
Protest: The Timeline Behind Sonam
Wangchuk'’s Latest Agitation

B FAIR REPORT
NEW DELH

Every protest carries a his-
tory. Thelatest hunger strike
by environmentalist and ed-
ucation reformer Sonam
Wangchuk in Delhi is no ex-
ception.

At the centre of renewed
political debate is the Hima-
layan Institute of Alterna-
tives, Ladakh (HIAL), an
ambitious education project
that has become intertwined
with questions over land al-
lotment, compliance and
governance.

According to documents
and claims circulating in the
public domain, nearly 60 hec-
tares of land were allotted to
HIAL in 2018, subject to con-
ditions that included pay-
ment of approximately 14
crore within one year and
completion of construction
within two years. Authorities
have maintained that these

\

conditions were not fulfilled
within the stipulated period
and that outstanding dues
had accumulated, leading to
the cancellation of the allot-
ment. Supporters of HIAL,
however;, have argued that the
institution faced administra-
tive and procedural hurdles
and have questioned the gov-
ernment’s handling of the
matter. The dispute has since
expanded beyond aland issue
into a broader political move-
ment. Ladakh has witnessed
prolonged demonstrations
over demandsrelatingto con-
stitutional safeguards, gov-
ernance andlocal representa-

tion. During periods of un-
rest, clashes between protest-
ers and security personnel
resulted in casualties and in-
juries, further intensifying
public sentiment. Now, Wang-
chuk has once again brought
theissuetothenational stage
through a hunger strike in
Delhi, seeking to draw atten-
tion to Ladakh’s unresolved
demands and what he de-
scribes as the need to protect
the region’s identity, ecology
and democratic rights. The
competing narratives remain
sharply divided. For the ad-
ministration, the controver-
sy centres on compliance
with the terms of a public
land allotment. For Wang-
chuk and his supporters, it
reflects alarger struggle over
Ladakh’s future and the rela-
tionship between develop-
ment, governance and public
accountability The headlines
capture the latest protest.

tion, where he is scheduled
to flag off the Sant Ravidas
Express, virtually inaugu-
rate the 75 redeveloped sta-
tions nationwide, and ad-
dress BJP workers. The se-
quence reflects the BJP’s
strategy of blending infra-
structure delivery with po-
litical mobilisation.

The timing of the visit is
equally significant. With
Punjab expected to vote in
early 2027, the BJP is seek-
ingto expand its footprint in
a state where it has histori-
cally struggled indepen-
dently after the end of its
alliance with the Shiromani
AkaliDal. Inremarks ahead
of the visit, Modi asserted
that Punjab is looking to-
wards the BJP with re-
newed hope, promising de-

‘Replace Dharmendra
Pradhan with Sonam
Wangchuk’: Kejriwal’s
Jibe Escalates
Education Politics
NEW DELHI: The politics
surrounding India’s educa-
tion system took a dramat-
ic turn after Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) national con-
venor Arvind Kejriwal
publicly demanded that
Union Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan re-
sign and be replaced by
education reformer Sonam
Wangchuk. Addressing
supporters, Kejriwal
launched a sharp attack on
the Centre’s handling of
education, saying, “I have a
proposal. Dharmendra
Pradhan should resign,
and Sonam Wangchuk
should be made the Educa-
tion Minister of the coun-
try. I suggest to the Prime
Minister—remove Dhar-
mendra Pradhan and ap-
point Sonam Wangchuk as
the Union Education Min-
ister.” The remarks came
amid heightened political
activity around student is-
sues and public protests,

velopment-led governance,
investment and improved
quality of life.

Security arrangements
underscore the visit’s im-
portance. Punjab Police, led
by the Director General of
Police, have conducted ex-
tensive reviews at the ven-
ue, while the district admin-
istration has declared a
temporary no-flying zone
over parts of Jalandhar.
Yet, beyond the ceremonial
ribbon-cuttings, the politi-
cal testremains formidable.
Punjab’s electorate has be-
come increasingly discern-
ing after years of agrarian
protests, economic chal-
lenges and shifting political
alliances. While infrastruc-
ture investments strength-
en the Centre’s develop-
ment narrative, electoral
success will ultimately de-
pend on whether these pro-
jects translate into visible
improvements in employ-
ment, connectivity and pub-
lic confidence before voters
head to the ballot box. For
the BJP, Friday’s visit is
more than an infrastruc-
ture showcase—it is an
early signal that the battle
for Punjab in 2027 has al-
ready begun.

ISRO’s Silent Exodus: When “
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Braving inter-mittent rain
and high humidi-ty, more
than 10 lakh devotees con-
verged on the pilgrim town
of Puri to witness the
world-fa-mous Rath Yatra
of Lord Jagan-nath, Lord
Balabhadra and Devi Sub-
hadra Thursday.

Devotees lined the Grand
Road from early morning to
witness the Pahandi proces-
sion and take part in pull-
ing the three majestic char-
iots. Despite the inclement
weather, the spiritual fer-
vour remained undimin-
ished as chants of “Jai Jag-
annath” and “Haribol” ech-
oed across the town.

However, the festivities
were marred by an inordi-
nate delay in Lord Jagan-
nath’s Pahandi. Although
the ritual began at 9.00 am,

about 30 minutes ahead of
schedule, it conclud-ed only
around 2.30 pm more than
two hours behind the ex-
pected timeline.

According to senior ser-
vitors, the delay occurred
after Lord Jagannath’s gi-
ant tahia (floral headgear)
slipped and broke during
the procession. Despite re-
peated attempts, it could
not be restored, forcing the
servi-tors to carry the deity
without the traditional
headgear. The absence of

the tahia and Lord Jagan-
nath’s customary rhyth-mic
gallop one of the most cap-
tivating moments of the
Pahandi disappointed devo-

DIVINE JOURNEY: Lord
Balabhadra’s Taladhwaja
being pulled before Devi
Subhadra’s Darpadalana
and Lord Jagannath’s Nan-
dighosha in Puri, Thursday

tees who had waited for
hours in the rain for a
glimpse of the deity. When
Lord Jagannath fi-nally
emerged from the Lion’s
Gate, devotees were sur-
prised to see the deity
adorned only

with Tulsi leaves instead
of the customary tahia.
However, the crowd re-
sponded with immense de-
votion. Earlier in the day,
servitors performed cus-
tomary rituals, including
Mangal Arati,

People

Come, People Go™ Isn’t Good Enough

M FAIR REPORT
HEMRAJ TIKAMCHAND

Union Minister Jitendra
Singh’s response to the exo-
dus of scientists from ISRO
is, in its own way, revealing.
Asked about a wave of depar-
tures, his answer amounted
to a shrug: people leave, peo-
ple join, there’s a large work-
force, no cause for controver-
sy Itis the kind of line meant
to close a debate rather than
open one. But the numbers
the government itself has
placed onrecord tell a starker
story than the minister’s
studied calm allows for.
More than 100 scientists
have quit ISRO in recent
months, several of them from
missions the country has
staked its space ambitions on.
Among the departed: the
LVMS3 project director, the
SpaDeX project director, and
Aditya Rallapalli, who helped
engineer the data validation
behind Chandrayaan-3’s lu-

nar landing sequence. These
are not junior functionaries
drifting off for greener pas-
tures. They are the institu-
tional memory of India’s
most celebrated scientific
enterprise, walking out pre-
cisely as Gaganyaan, further
Chandrayaan missions, an
Indian space station by 2035,
and a crewed Moon landing
by 2040 sit on the agency’s
plate.

The government’s re-
sponse has not been intro-
spection but restriction. An
internal Department of
Space memo dated July 14
has directed ISRO centre
heads to stop accepting volun-
tary retirement or resigna-

tion requests from Group A
scientific personnel tied to
Gaganyaan and other flag-
ship missions — effectively
freezing the exit door until
Delhi decides otherwise. It is
a striking admission by im-
plication: if attrition were
truly business-as-usual, no
memo would be needed to
plug it.

This is where Jitendra
Singh’s reassurance collides
with his own government’s
actions. You cannot simulta-
neously tell Parliament and
the press that turnover is nor-
mal and unremarkable, while
quietly orderingdirectorsnot
to let anyone with the wrong
project tag leave. The bureau-

cratic scramble to lock the
gates gives away what the
minister’s talking points try
to paper over: this is not rou-
tine churn, it is retention
panic. Nor is the underlying
cause a mystery, however
much the government pre-
fers to change the subject.
Parliament’s own data from
February shows ISRO short
of sanctioned strength by
over 1,600 scientific and tech-
nical posts and nearly 1,000
administrative ones. A boom-
ing private space sector —
flush with venture capital
and offering packages the
public exchequer cannot
match — has given India’s
scientists options that simply
did not exist a decade ago.
Add to that two consecutive
PSLV failures between May
2025 and January 2026, and
the picture is one of an agen-
cy under strain on multiple
fronts at once, not merely rid-
ing out natural attrition.

Vice President C.P. Radhakrishnan Shares Warm Moment
with MLA Shrichand Knplanl at Rajasthan Assembly Event

The Vice President
warmly invited former
MP and Nimbahera
MLA Shrichand
Kriplani during the
75th anniversary
celebrations of the
Rajasthan Legislative
Assembly

® FAIR REPORT

JAIPUR

A memorable moment was
witnessed during the clos-
ing ceremony of the 75th
anniversary celebrations
of the Rajasthan Legisla-

tive Assembly, when Vice
President of India C.P.
Radhakrishnan warmly
greeted former MP and
Nimbahera MLA
Shrichand Kriplani. As
soon as he noticed Kriplani
among the gathering, the
Vice President invited him
over, and the two shared a
brief but warm interac-
tion, recalling memories
from Kriplani’s parliamen-
tary days. The programme
was organised by the Com-
monwealth Parliamentary
Association (CPA), Ra-

jasthan Branch as part of
the Vidhayi Gaurav Yatra,
bringing together present
and former legislators
from across the state. Dur-
ing the concluding session,
the Vice President stepped
down from the stage to
honour senior former
MLA Pandit Ramkishan.
At that moment, he saw
Shrichand Kriplani in the
audience, greeted him
warmly and called him
closer. The two spent a few
minutes talking and re-
membering their earlier

parliamentary  associa-
tion. After the meeting,
Kriplani said he was deep-
ly touched by the Vice
President’s simplicity, hu-
mility and warm nature.
He said that despite hold-
ing one of the country’s
highest constitutional of-
fices, C.P. Radhakrishnan
remains approachable and
values his long-standing
relationships with fellow
public representatives.
The interaction became
one of the highlights of the
event and was appreciated

by those present. It reflect-
ed the mutual respect and
cordial relationship
shared by senior public
representatives. Shrichand
Kriplani is regarded as a
senior political leader
from the Mewar region.
Having served both as an
MLA and a Member of Par-
liament, he is known for
his long public life and ac-
tive role in public service.
His meeting with the Vice
President added a special
touch to the historic As-
sembly celebration.
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Man shoots girifriend before
Killing self in Burarl rented room

FAIR REPORT
W New Delhi

A man identified as Nikhil
shot his girlfriend,
Shubhangi, dead and then
turned the weapon on
himself in a rented room in
Delhi’s Burari area on
Thursday. The police discov-
ered the bodies when
Shubhangi’s younger sister
returned from work at
around 3:30 pm to find both
lying on the floor in a pool of
blood, and the investigation
so far points toward a possi-
ble suicide pact.

The couple had been
living together in the rented
accommodation in the
Kamalpur area of Burari
for approximately one
month. Shubhangi was a
native of Uttar Pradesh,
while Nikhil was from
Haryana and had separate-
ly been residing in north
Delhi before the two began
sharing the rented room.

Police said the two had
been in a relationship for the
past few months. A senior
police officer told reporters

that the preliminary investi-
gation suggests the deaths
may have occurred under
mutual understanding.

“Prima facie, it seems that
this was a suicide pact and
was done under mutual
understanding. We are
waiting for the crime and
forensic teams for further
details,” the officer said.

No suicide note was recov-
ered from the room.
However, Nikhil had report-
edly sent messages to
members of his family
shortly before the incident.
Police are waiting for both
families to arrive in Delhi

before proceeding further.

The bodies were found
by Shubhangi’s younger
sister, who lived in the same
rented accommodation.
When she returned home
from work around 3:30 pm,
she found both lying dead on
the floor with blood spread
across the room.

Police received a PCR call
about the discovery and
rushed to the spot. The
Burari police station team,
CATS, and the crime team are
present at the scene. The
crime scene is being exam-
ined in detail. The bodies
have been sent for post-

mortem, and further legal
proceedings have been ini-
tiated.

Investigators are currently
working to ascertain the
exact sequence of events:
whether Nikhil shot
Shubhangi first and then took
his own life, or whether the
two had made prior arrange-
ments for what happened in
that room. The absence of a
note complicates the recon-
struction, though the mes-
sages Nikhil sent to his family
in the period immediately
before the deaths are being
examined as part of the inves-
tigation.

Reports indicate that
Nikhil was unemployed at
the time of the incident. The
question of what drove the
two to this point, whether it
was financial strain, pres-
sures on the relationship,
family opposition, ora com-
bination of these, is a central
part of what investigators
will try to establish through
interviews with both families
and examination of the
couple’s phone records and
communications.
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Govt begins process to empanel third party
auditors for 1ssuing fire safety certificates

FAIR REPORT
Il New Delhi

The Delhi Government has
started the process for regis-
tering third-party auditors
for issuing fire safety certifi-
cates to the owners and occu-
piers of buildings and premis-
es at rates ranging from
10,000 to 5 lakh.

The Delhi Fire Service (DFS)
of the government, in a notice
issued on Thursday, invited
applications for registration
and empanelment of fire
safety auditors (third party)
with the DFS principal direc-
tor. According to the DFS
Amendment Rules, 2025, noti-
fied by the Home Department
last month, there will be
three levels (L-1, L-2, L-3) of fire
safety auditors based on their
qualification and experience.

Presently, the DFS issues
fire safety certificates in the
city. However, the third-party
auditors are being broughtin
the backdrop of three major
fire tragedies in recent
months, including the hotel
inferno in the Hauz Rani area
in South Delhi that claimed 22
lives in June.

The professional qualifica-
tions required for registration
include BE or BTech (Fire
Safety), sub-officer course
from National Fire Service
College, Nagpur, BE, BTech or
B Arch in Civil, Mechanical or
Electronics or Architecture,
PG Diploma in Fire and Life
Safety Audit among others.

Experience in fire preven-
tion and safety ranging from
1-10 years will also be a
mandatory qualification. The
L-1and L-2 level auditors will
be authorised to issue fire
safety certificates to buildings
or occupancies lower than 15

metres in height.

The highest level of audi-
tors (L-3) will be authorised
for all buildings and occupan-
cies, say the rules.

The registration and
empanelment of fire safety
auditors will be valid for a
period of three years. The fee
for registration will be
710,000 (L-1), 20,000 (L-2)
and 30,000 for L-3.

If any non-compliance or
deviation from the required
fire prevention and fire safety
measures or any falsification
by the auditor is reported by
the fire officers after inspec-
tion, they will be issued show-
cause notices.

The penalty amount will be
%2 lakh (L-1), %5 lakh (L-2) and
%10 lakh (L-3) in case of viola-
tion by the auditors. They will
also be liable to be blacklist-
ed and deregistered from
the DFS panel without
issuance of any further notice,
if penalty remains unpaid.

According to the DFS
Amendment Rules, 2025, the
owner or occupier of a build-
ing or premises will engage
afire safety auditor from the
empanelled list on the DFS
portal. The engaged auditor
will conduct a thorough
inspection of the premises or
building or occupancy,
including fire prevention and
fire safety measures, and
submit a detailed inspection
report and issue a fire safety
certificate and declaration
to the owner or occupier.

The auditors will be permit-
ted to charge the owner or
occupier of a buil or
premises for the services pro-
vided by them. The fees will
range from ¥10,000-350,000
in the case of L-1 auditors,
¥35,000-390,000 L-2 auditors,
and %63,000-%5 lakh L-3
auditors.
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CM Rekha performs Chhera Pahara

Female BLO alleges abuse during
SIR exercise; pohce arrest four

FAIR REPORT
Il New Delhi

Four persons have been
arrested for allegedly
abusing and obstructing a
booth-level officer (BLO)
while she was conducting
the Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) exercise in
Delhi’s Chandni Mahal area
earlier this month, police
said on Thursday.

According to police, the
incident took place on July 5
at Fatak Telian in the
Chandni Mahal area when
the complainant, a postgrad-
uate teacher (special educa-
tion) deployed as a BLO, was
conducting SIR-related work.

In her complaint, the
teacher alleged that one of
the accused placed the BLO
register on her lap and
signed it despite her objec-
tion. She further alleged that
several persons present at
the spot abused her, refused
to accept SIR forms and
behaved in a manner that
humiliated her and prevent-
ed her from carrying out her
official duties.

The matter came to the
notice of police on July 15

after the complainant
approached the Additional
District Magistrate (ADM),
Old Delhi. Police said the
complainantinformed them
that the delay in reporting
the incident was due to con-
sultations with her senior
officers regarding the appro-
priate course of action.

“On the complaint of a PGT
(special education teacher)
and Booth Level Officer (BLO),
a case has been registered at
the Chandni Mahal Police
Station regarding an inci-
dent that allegedly occurred
on July 5 during the SIR exer-
cise at Fatak Telian. After
verification of the complaint
and examination of the avail-
able material, a prima facie
case was found to be made
out. Accordingly, an FIR was
registered, and all the

accused persons named in
the complaint have been
arrested in accordance with
the law,” Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(Central) Rohit Rajbir Singh
said.

An FIR has been registered
under Sections 221 (obstruct-
ing a public servant), 132
(assault or criminal force to
deter a public servant), 79, 74
and 3(5) of the Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita (BNS).

The arrested accused have
been identified as
Mohammad Sabreen (44),
Ateeq ur Rehman (58),
Mohammad Asif (50) and
Mohammad Aftab (44), all
residents of the Turkman
Gate area.

The arrests come amid
growing concerns over the
working conditions of offi-
cials engaged in the SIR exer-
cise. Previously, The Pioneer
had reported on the strenu-
ous and prolonged work
hours being putin by booth-
level officers (BLOs) deployed
for the SIR drive, with many
flagging the demanding
nature of the assignment.
Police said further investiga-
tion is underway.

at Rohini J agannath Rath Yatra

FAIR REPORT
M New Delhi

Chief Minister Rekha Gupta
on Thursday participated in
the 21st Annual Lord
Jagannath Rath Yatra at the
Lord Jagannath Temple in
Rohini. On the occasion, she
offered prayers to Lord
Jagannath, Lord Balabhadra,
and Goddess Subhadra and
performed the traditional
Chhera Pahara ritual by cer-
emonially sweeping the
path in front of the chariot
before also attending a
second Rath Yatra celebra-
tion organised by the Shiv
Mandir Jagannath Darbar,
Saini Dharamshala Samiti, in
Shalimar Bagh. North West
Delhi MP Yogendra
Chandolia, Delhi Cabinet
Minister Ravinder Indraj
Singh, representatives of
social organisations, and a
large number of devotees
attended the Rohini event.

Speaking at the Rohini
ceremony, the Chief Minister
said the Rath Yatra is not
merely a religious celebra-
tion but a symbol of the
great tradition of service,
devotion, and public
welfare. She said the custom

of sweeping in front of the
chariot carries the message
that public service and
humility are the true hall-
marks of leadership.

She said it was a matter of
immense joy and privilege
to participate in the grand
Rath Yatra and, as the repre-
sentative of the state, to
have the opportunity to
serve by performing the cer-
emonial sweeping before
the Lord’s chariot.

She prayed that with the
blessings of Lord Jagannath,
Delhi continues to move on
the path of development
and that every resident of
the capital is blessed with
happiness, prosperity, and
well-being.

She said such religious
and cultural events not only

keep India’s rich traditions
alive but also strengthen
social unity and mutual
harmony.

At the Shalimar Bagh
event, the Chief Minister
joined devotees in offering
prayers at the Shri Jagannath
Rath Yatra organised by the
Saini Dharamshala Samiti.

The Chhera Paharais one
of the most significant rituals
associated with the
Jagannath Rath Yatra tradi-
tion. It involves the sweep-
ing of the chariot’s path
with a golden broom by the
most senior dignitary
present, symbolising the
equality of all before the
divine and the idea that
even those in the highest
positions of power are ser-
vants before the Lord.
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Centre clears PARIVARTAN guldehnes to replace old trucks, buses in NCR

FAIR REPORT
M New Delhi

The Ministry of Housing and
Urban Affairs has approved
the operational guidelines
for the PARIVARTAN scheme,
clearing the way for the
replacement of old and
highly polluting trucks and
buses across the National
Capital Region with cleaner
Bharat Stage VI-compliant
and electric vehicles.

The scheme, officially titled
Programme for Accelerated
Renewal and Incentivization
of Vehicle Assets for

Reducing Transport Air
Pollution and Network
Emissions, is aimed at reduc-
ing vehicular emissions and
improving air quality in Delhi
and the surrounding NCR
region. The Union Cabinet
had approved the scheme on
June 3 with a total financial
outlay of%9,585 crore, includ-
ing 5,041 crore as Central
Government support.

With the guidelines now
in place, the programme is
ready for implementation.
The Ministry of Road
Transport and Highways will
execute the scheme, while

funding will be routed

through the National Capital
Region Planning Board. The

government said this reflects
a coordinated regional strat-
egy to tackle air pollution

caused by commercial vehi-
cles.The scheme offers mul-
tiple financial incentives to
encourage owners to
replace ageing commercial
vehicles. These include con-
cessions on motor vehicle
tax, waiver of registration
fees, a five per cent interest
subsidy on vehicle loans,
and a minimum eight per
cent discount from vehicle
manufacturers on eligible
new vehicles.

Owners replacing diesel

and CNG vehicles will also
receive monthly fuel
voucher support, while

those opting for electric
vehicles will be eligible for
one-time financial assis-
tance. The scheme also pro-
vides incentives linked to
Certificate of Deposit
trading.

To support early imple-
mentation, the governments
of Delhi, Haryana, Uttar
Pradesh, and Rajasthan have
issued notifications granting
motor vehicle tax conces-
sions for ten years and
waiving registration fees for
eligible replacement vehi-
cles purchased under the
scheme.

Government ramps up
rainwater harvesting

FAIR REPORT
M New Delhi

The Delhi Government
stepped up its rainwater har-
vesting programme across
the Capital, with more than
750 projects either complet-
ed orunder various stages of
implementation as part of
its effort to improve ground-
water recharge and address
declining water tables.

PWD and Water Minister
Parvesh Sahib Singh inspect-
ed the restored rainwater
harvesting (RWH) system at
Thyagraj Stadium on
Thursday and reviewed the
progress of the city-wide ini-
tiative, which the govern-
ment said is being carried out
in line with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s “Catch the
Rain - Where it Falls, When it
Falls” campaign.

vision as a mission and is
working to make every gov-
ernment institution a model
of water conservation,” he
said. According to the govern-
ment, the programme
includes restoring 1,000 exist-
ing rainwater harvesting
systems and constructing 500
new structures across govern-
ment offices, schools, hospi-
tals, stadiums and other
public institutions.

Officials said around 400
existing systems have already
been restored, while work is
underway on more t )0
additional sites. Of the pro-
posed 500 new rainwater
harvesting structures, nearly
100 have been completed,
and over 250 are currently
under construction.

Separately, the Delhi ]al
Board (DJB) has undertaken
the restoration of 611 rainwa-

Speaking after the inspec-
tion, Singh said rainwater
conservation has become crit-
ical as groundwater levels
continue to decline due to
excessive extraction.

“Rainwater harvesting
enables rainwater to recharge
groundwater, ensuring water
availability throughout the
year. Today, borewells are
drying up because groundwa-
ter is being extracted faster
than it is replenished. The
Delhi Government has
adopted the Prime Minister’s

ter harvesting systems. Of
these, 330 have been complet-
ed,and work is in progress at
another 120 sites, while the
remaining projects will be
taken up in phases.

The minister said teams
from the Public Works
Department (PWD) and D|B
are jointly inspecting govern-
ment premises to ensure that
all existing rainwater har-
vesting systems are made
functional and that new struc-
tures are installed wherever
required.
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DDA generates 1,020 cr through housing sales

FAIR REPORT
M New Delhi

The Delhi Development Authority (DDA)
generated a revenue of 31,020 crore
through housing sales in the first quarter
of the current financial year. The DDA
revenue marked a steep rise from the pre-
vious financial year, when the sales
were recorded at 3462 crore, according
to a statement issued by the authority.

“Driven by robust demand for housing
across all categories, DDA sold 1,284 flats
during the quarter while generating Rs.
1,020 crore in revenue. Sub-city Narela
emerged as the biggest contributor to
this success, with 1,153 flats sold during
the quarter, accounting for nearly 90 per
cent of the total sales, which shows the
increasing attractiveness of Narela as a
preferred residential destination,” the
DDA said. In 2025-26, the DDA generat-
ed %462 crore in revenue.

The rise in revenue is the result of con-
tinuous focus on reimagining the sub-
cities developed by the DDA, on the part
of Lieutenant Governor Taranjit Singh
Sandhu, which has resulted in the
Authority recording strong housing
sales in the first quarter of the financial
year 2026-27.
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“Narela has emerged as the biggest
contributor to this success, with 1,153
flats sold during the quarter, account-
ing for nearly 90 per cent of the total
sales, which shows the increasing attrac-
tiveness of Narela as a preferred residen-
tial destination,” the DDA said. This
growth is being supported by DDA’s con-
tinuous infrastructure development
efforts, including key projects such as the
Urban Extension Road-Il (UER-II) and the

upcoming Rithala-Narela-Kundli Metro
corridor, which are significantly improv-
ing connectivity.

The sales were achieved through
DDA’s ongoing housing schemes,
namely DDA Karmayogi Awaas Yojana,
DDA Nagrik Awaas Yojana, and DDA
Towering Heights, East Delhi Hub,
Karkardooma (FCFS), offering housing
options across different income groups.
These schemes have been extended till
July 31, 2026, on first come first serve
basis, and since the schemes are com-
pletely online, buyers can purchase
flats sitting at their homes.

“These schemes have been extended
till July 31, 2026, on a first come, first
served basis, and since the schemes are
completely online, buyers can pur-
chase flats sitting at their home. During
this quarter, 336 economically weaker
section, 322 low-income group, 435
middle-income group and 191 high-
income group flats were sold. The
middle-income group category account-
ed for the highest share at 34 per cent.

The EWS category in Narela wit-
nessed an almost complete sell-out,
underscoring the strong trust of people
in DDA-constructed homes and demand
for affordable housing in the area.

Delhi zoo plans modern reptlle house

FAIR REPORT
Il New Delhi

The Delhi zoo will upgrade
its existing Reptile House
into a modern, immersive
facility with advanced tem-
perature regulation systems,
improved environmental
controls and enhanced
visitor interpretation facili-
ties as part of its forthcom-
ing modernisation plan.

The proposed upgrade
also includes the acquisi-
tion of additional reptile
species, with a focus on
animal welfare, conserva-
tion breeding, research, edu-
cation and improving the
visitor experience, Zoo
Director Sanjeet Kumar said
on World Snake Day.

The zoo currently houses
six species of snakes, com-
prising 26 adult snakes and
three hatchlings, in scientif-
ically managed enclosures,
he said. The zoo has intro-
duced several measures over
the past year to improve

snake husbandry and
welfare, including the instal-
lation of UV lighting systems,
temperature and humidity
monitoring equipment, envi-
ronmental enrichment
inside the Reptile House,
coco peat bedding and arti-
ficial incubation of snake
eggs using scientific proto-
cols, the director said.
These efforts have result-
ed in the successful hatching
of three Indian cobra hatch-
lings. Eggs of rat snakes are
currently under artificial
incubation, he said.

As part of the forthcoming
modernisation plan of the
National Zoological Park, the
existing Reptile House is
proposed to be upgraded
into a modern, immersive
facility equipped with
advanced thermoregulatory
systems, improved environ-
mental controls and
enhanced visitor interpreta-
tion facilities, he said.

The plan also envisages
the acquisition of addition-
al reptile species with a con-
tinued focus on animal
welfare, conservation

breeding, research, educa-
tion and an enriched visitor
experience.

As part of the World Snake
Day celebrations, the zoo
organised an expert lecture
on snake biology, conserva-
tion and safe handling forits
permanent staff, followed
by a hands-on reptile man-
agement training pro-
gramme for assistant
keepers, multi-tasking staff
and reptile care personnel.

The training was conduct-
ed in collaboration with
Wildlife SOS, whose experts
demonstrated scientific
methods of reptile care, hus-
bandry and safe handling
practices, according to the
official. He said that to raise
awareness among visitors,
the zoo also organised a
snake-themed doodle activ-
ity for children and a quiz
competition highlighting the
ecological importance of
snakes and their role in
maintaining ecosystem
balance.
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Another TMC Rajya Sabha MP
resigns, quits Mamata camp

FAIR REPORT W Kolkata

In yet another jolt to the Mamata
Banerjee camp of the Trinamool
Congress noted Bengali actress and
MP Rukmini (Koel) Mullick on
Thursday resigned from the Rajya
Sabha.

She was elected to the Upper
House little more than four months
ago — just before the Bengal
Assembly elections along with
singer-politician Babul Supriyo,
former Bengal DGP Rajeev Kumar,
and senior advocate Menaka
Guruswamy.

Her resignation comes barely a day
after senior leader and one of the
founding members and sitting MLA
of the party Madan Mitra quit left
Banerjee to join the rebel group of
MLAs led by Opposition Leader
Ritabrata Bhattacharya.

Firing speculations was Mullick’s
brief meeting with senior Union
Minister Bhupendra Yadav in whose
residence former TMC MPs led by
Kakoli Ghosh Dastidar had met
during when they broke away from
the parent party to join the

MP Rukmini (Koel) Mulick

Nationalist Citizens’ Party of India
thitherto an obscure outfit.

Koel is the daughter of Bengali
actor Ranjit Mullick who has a
number of li films to his credit.

Though there was no report on
what transpired from Thursday’s
talks and though the Mullick house-
hold in Kolkata remained tightlipped
about the actress’ future plan of

action talks were ripe that she could
soon join the BJP. The Thursday’s
development also comes on the
heels of her three party colleagues
Sukhendu Sekhar Roy, Susmita Dev
and Prakash Chik Baraik quitting as
the TMC Rajya Sabha MPs and joining
the BJP to file fresh nomination for
the Upper House for which elections
will be held next week.

Koel’s quitting the TMC member-
ship and her Rajya Sabha seat barely
days ahead of the Monsoon Session.
After Mullick’s departure TMC’s
strength in the Upper House comes
down to 9.

On Mallick’s resignation Bengal BJP
president Samik Bhattacharya said
that TMC had become a thing of the
past and there was no point talking
about it. “Such things are common
with the Trinamool Congress... they
are finished... these things will keep
on happening... so there is hardly
any point dwelling on who is quitting
and who is not,” he said adding “no
law of political science would be able
to save the beleaguered faction of
TMC led by the former Chief
Minister.”

FAIR REPORT

Mamata on defections:
I will bounce back

M Kolkata

Amid ongoing “betrayals” and
with more of her vintage col-
leagues continuing to defect
from her faction of the
Trinamool Congress, former
Bengal Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee on Thursday
expressed rage and also
betrayed signs of capitulation
even as she said, the rebels
might take away the name (of
her party) or its symbol but the
spirit inside her would never
die down and that she would
revive her outfit and stand up
to her cause once again.

“I' heard that one of our MPs
have resigned today against this
backdrop I ask all those who
want to leave, leave now... [ will
start from scratch again,” a
visibly livid Mamata Banerjee
said. Enraged at “defections
engineered by those in
power with the help of the
central agencies” but also
sounding emotional Banerjee
said, “those who have luggage
and baggage and those who
are afraid of persecution may

leave under pressure butl W|ll
continue to fight.”

Offering apology “for select-
ing wrong candidates who
defect under pressure,” the
former Chief Minister said, “I
bounced back in 1998 and
raised a new party... | bounced
back in 2004 when we were
reduced to a single MP status...
I have bounced back on several
occasionsanc  nember I will
bounce back once again and
raise the outfit once again.

Banerjee also slammed the
breakaway faction wonder-
ing why they were not going
to express solidarity with
fasting Sonam Wangchuk
instead of “dancing to the
tunes of the powers that are
using ED, CBI to engineer
defection in the TMC.”

Jaipur, Friday, 17 July 2026
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PM MODI SPEAKS TO QATAR AMIR,
CONDOLES FATHER'S DEMISE

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Thursday spoke to Amir
of Qatar, Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani, and
conveyed his heartfelt condolences on the passing of the
Father Amir, Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa Al Thani.

The prime minister also said the departed leader’s
enduring legacy will continue to guide the two countries
for further strengthening the strategic partnership. The
Father Amir died on July 12 at the age of 74. Following his
death, the central Government had declared one-day
national mourning on July 13 as a mark of respect, with
the national flag flown at half-mast throughout the country.

"Spoke with HH Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani, the
Amir of Qatar and conveyed heartfelt condolences on the
passing of HH the Father Amir, Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa

Al Thani.

(PTI)

India’s highest commercial lilium field launched in Leh at 3,265 metres

FAIR REPORT o Jammu

The development of India’s highest
commercial Lilium cultivation field
has commenced at Choglamsar in
Leh, marking the launch of a first-
of-its-kind floriculture initiative of
this scale in Ladakh.

The project aims to create new
livelihood opportunities for local
communities through commercial
floriculture.

Over the past three days, more
than 50,000 premium Lilium bulbs
have already been planted in the
field, with the first blooms expect-
ed in the first week of September.

Lilium is one of the world’s most
sought-after cut flowers, prized for
its exceptional ornamental value
and long shelf life. It is widely used
in the floral industry and hospital-
ity sector, with premium varieties
currently priced between %150 and
%200 per stem in domestic retail
markets.

Spread across 93,000 square
metres on the banks of the River
Sindhu (Indus), the Choglamsar

Flower Field is being developed as
one of the largest organised
high-altitude floriculture parks in
the country.

It is located at an altitude of
nearly 3,265 metres, surpassing
India’s current highest flower field
at Mana in Uttarakhand, which sits
at 3,200 metres.

The project is being implement-
ed with scientific and technical
support from the CSIR-Institute of
Himalayan Bioresource Technology
(CSIR-IHBT), Palampur.

Lieutenant Governor Vinai Kumar
Saxena laid the foundation stone for
the Choglamsar Flower Field on 22
June 2026.

The initiative seeks to produce
premium Lilium flowers and buds
that command high prices in both
national and international
markets, thereby creating a sus-
tainable new source of income for
Ladakh’s farming community
through self-help groups (SHGs)
and cooperatives.

This project aligns with the Union
Minister of Home Affairs and

Cooperation, Amit Shah’s vision of
“Sahkar se Samriddhi,” which
focuses on strengthening coopera-
tives to generate sustainable local
employment and enhance the
income of local communities, espe-
cially women and farmers.
Conceived by Lieutenant
Governor Saxena, the project aims

to position Ladakh as an emerging
centre for premium floriculture
while providing access to high-
value domestic and international
flower markets.

The flower field is also expected
to become a new recreational des-
tination for tourists.In the first year,
the Agriculture Department will

develop the flower field and, at the
time of blooming, hand it over to
selected Self-Help Groups and coop-
erative societies. The department
will continue to support the SHGs
and cooperatives in marketing the
flowers in national and internation-
al markets to ensure maximum
returns. From the following year
onwards, the cooperatives will
independently undertake commer-
cial cultivation, harvesting, and
value addition of Lilium flowers.

Local farmers are already receiv-
ing structured training in scientific
floriculture, modern cultivation
practices, and business aspects of
floriculture. Ladakh offers ideal
agro-climatic conditions for Lilium
cultivation. The bulbs thrive in cold
conditions, between minus 4°C
and 4°C, making them naturally
suited to the region’s high-altitude
environment. A major advantage is
that the bulbs begin to multiply nat-
urally after three years, significant-
ly boosting future production and
farmers’ returns without addition-
al investment.

ANDHRA PRADESH ACHIEVES FULL
DIGITISATION OF SIR FORMS: CE

Andhra Pradesh Chief Electoral Officer Vivek Yadav on
Thursday said the Election Commission has achieved ‘100
percent digitization’ of Enumeration Forms distributed to
more than 4.16 crore electors across the state under the
SIR of the electoral roll.

The enumeration period of the Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) of the electoral roll began on June 15 in
the southern state and was extended by 10 days until
July 24. According to the latest daily bulletin on the SIR
shared today, Yadav said enumeration forms were
distributed to all the electors - 4.16 lakh in total.

Out of the total number of forms distributed, he said
4.16 lakh were digitised, indicating that 1,484 are still
pending, though the CEO said 100 percent digitisation
has been achieved. (PTI)

Captain Virdi murder trial stalled; family writes to PM Modi

FAIR REPORT pew Delhi

Nearly two decades after the brutal
murder of retired Merchant Navy officer
Captain Manmohan Singh Virdi, his
family has written to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi seeking urgent interven-
tion to expedite the extradition of
prime accused Hussain Shattaf from the
United Arab Emirates (UAE).

The prolonged delay has brought
the trial to a virtual standstill, denying
justice to the victim’s kin.

In a formal representation addressed
to the Prime Minister’s Office, Captain
Manijit Singh Virdi (Retd.), the victim’s
brother and original complainant, high-
lighted the family’s continued suffering
and urged the Centre to fast-track
Shattaf’s return to India.

“l write this representation with
utmost respect as the original com-
plainantin a serious criminal case,” Capt.
Virdi stated, referring to FIR number 46
of 2006 registered at Lonavala City
Police Station.

The case is now registered as
Sessions Case number 5 of 2024 before
the Sessions Court at Wadgaon Maval.

The appeal comes months after the
Union Government initiated extradi-
tion proceedings against Shattaf
through diplomatic channels with
the UAE.

The family’s frustration stems from
repeated legal hurdles.

The Supreme Court, in its order
dated May 18,2023, in Criminal Appeal
number 1399 of 2023, revived the
murder trial by setting aside the
Bombay High Court’s order that had
discharged the accused.

Despite this, proceedings have
remained frozen because Shattaf has

failed to appear before the trial court.
“Despite the pendency of a serious

criminal trial, the accused has not
appeared physically before the Trial
Court and continues to evade the
process of law. Due to this conduct, the
family of the victim continues to suffer
injustice since the murder of Captain
Virdi,” the representation noted.

In a subsequent order dated
November 20, 2025, the Bombay High
Court recorded that the Maharashtra
Home Department had forwarded
an extradition proposal to the
Ministry of Home Affairs on
October 31, 2025, and that
the matter was pending with the Centre.

Capt. Virdi pointed out that the con-
tinued absence of the accused has
caused “grave prejudice” to the family.
He noted that he is now a “super senior

citizen” yet remains committed to pur-
suing justice

The representation also drew atten-
tion to India’s successful extradition of
several other fugitives from the UAE in
recent times.

“More than five accused persons
have recently been extradited from
the UAE,” it stated, questioning why
similar urgency has not been shown in
Shattaf’s case despite multiple pending
criminal proceedings against him,
including charges of forgery and use of
fake documents.

Hussain Shattaf faces charges of
murder under the Indian Penal Code
along with other serious offences reg-
istered by Mumbai Police.

He allegedly fled India after being
charged in the 2006 case and has been
residing in the UAE. Interpol has issued
a Red Corner Notice against him.

Captain Manmohan Singh Virdi was
murdered in Lonavala, Maharashtra, in
2006. According to the police, Shattaf
and others were involved in the crime.
The trial has seen multiple twists,
including discharge orders that were
later overturned by the Supreme Court.

The Ministry of External Affairs has
confirmed that India has formally
requested Shattaf’s extradition
through diplomatic channels.

The victim’s family is now pinning
hopes on Prime Minister Modi’s inter-
vention to break the deadlock.

In their plea, the family has request-
ed the Prime Minister’s Office to issue
necessary directions to concerned
ministries so that Hussain Shattaf can
be extradited and produced before the
competent court at the earliest, bring-
ing an end to what they describe as a
long denial of justice.

MP Waqf Board Chairman Sanwar
Patel slams critics over appointments

FAIR REPORT
I Bhopal

Madhya Pradesh Waqf Board
Chairman Dr Sanwar Patel
has broken his silence over
the controversy surrounding
the appointment of two non-
Muslim members to the
Board and the subsequent
meeting with Bhopal’s
Shahar Qazi and Shahar
Mufti, dismissing criticism
as politically motivated and
aimed at misleading the
community.

Speaking ata programme
in Ujjain, Patel took a sharp
swipe at his critics, saying
those questioning the
meeting on social media
were individuals who
‘command no respect in
public life’.

He clarified that he had
personally invited the Shahar
Qazi and Shahar Mufti as a
mark of respect, adding that
honouring religious elders
was part of his upbringing.

According to Patel, the
two religious leaders appre-
ciated the Board’s recent
initiatives and advised it to
ensure transparent manage-
ment of Waqf properties
while continuing action
against corruption.

He said those criticising
the meeting should also seek
guidance from senior reli-
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gious leaders if they wished
to work honestly in public
life.

Responding to objections
over the inclusion of two
non-Muslim members in the
Waqf Board, Patel said the
appointments had been
made strictly in accordance
with the Waqf Act, 2025.

He stressed that non-
Muslim members had been
inducted only at the state
board level in an expert
capacity to contribute
administrative and financial
expertise.

He clarified that mosques,
madrasas, dargahs and local
Wagqf management commit-
tees would continue to be
managed exclusively by
Muslims, as provided under
the new law, rejecting alle-
gations that the religious
character of Wagqf institu-

tions was being altered.
Patel claimed the Board
had taken strong action
against illegal encroach-
ments and financial irregu-
larities over the past three to
fouryears, resulting in a sig-
nificantincrease in revenue
from Waqf properties. He
said that in Bhopal alone, the
Board had recovered nearly
Rs 29 crore, compared to
negligible income from Wagqf
assets in previous years.
He alleged that opposition
to the new Board and the
amended law was being
fuelled by individuals whose
“personal interests and
illegal activities” had been
affected by the Board’s anti-
encroachment and anti-cor-
ruption measures.
Outlining the Board’s
vision, Patel said Waqf prop-
erties belonged to the com-

munity and were meant for
the welfare of economically
weaker sections rather than
any individual.

He said the Board had
launched schemes to
support the education of
children from poor Muslim
families and intended to
utilise Wagfincome for edu-
cation and other welfare ini-
tiatives.

The controversy erupted
after Bhopal’s Shahar Qazi
Maulana Syed Mushtaq Ali
Nadvi and Shahar Mufti
Abdul Kalam Qasmi met
Patel and presented him
with a bouquet following
the constitution of the new
Wagqf Board.

The meeting drew criti-
cism from sections of the
Muslim community and
several clerics, with protests
being held in Bhopal against
the inclusion of two non-
Muslim members in the
Board.

Meanwhile, anticipating
a legal challenge after
Congress MLA Arif Masood
announced plans to move
the Supreme Court, the
Madhya Pradesh Waqf Board
has filed a caveat petition in
the Madhya Pradesh High
Court, seeking to ensure that
no order is passed without
first hearing the Board’s
submissions.
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LG Sinha reviews offerings system at Vaishno DeV| Shrine amid fake silver row

FAIR REPORT

M Jammu

Amid “fake silver” offerings
controversy at Shri Mata
Vaishno Devi Ji Shrine,
Lieutenant Governor Manoj
Sinha on Thursday chaired a
high-level meeting with the
Members of Shri Mata Vaishno
Devi Shrine Board and senior
officials,and reviewed the
Offerings and Donations
Management System.

The meeting was convened
after the Chief Judicial
Magistrate’s Court in Jammu
had directed the Crime

Branch Inquiry Officer on July
13 to produce records related
to over 3550 crore worth of
“fake silver” offerings at the
Mata Vaishno Devi Shrine on
the next date of hearing, 29
July 2026.

The order was passed on
an application filed by
Advocate Deepak Sharma,
who had lodged a detailed
complaint on 9 May 2026
with the Inspector General of
Police, Crime Branch, and
SSP, Economic Offences Wing,
demanding immediate regis-
tration of an FIR and a thor-
ough probe.

The complaint accuses
those responsible of serious
cognizable offences, criminal
conspiracy, cheating, criminal
breach of trust, misappro-
priation, record manipula-
tion, and the possible use of
cadmium-laden fake mater-
ialin place of devotees’ silver
offerings.

According to a statement
issued by the Shri Mata Vaishno
Devi Shrine Board, during the
meeting a comprehensive
review of the collection, count-
ing, accounting, safeguarding
and utilisation of devotees’
offerings was made to ensure

Lt Governor Manoj Sinha offeres prayers at the Mata Vaishno Devi temple in
Katra, Reasi district of Jammu and Kashmir on Thursday PTI

complete transparency,
accountability and adherence
to established Standard
Operating Procedures in the

management of offerings
and donations received at the
Holy Shrine.

A detailed presentation

was made by the officers of
the board highlighting the
robust systems and institu-
tional mechanisms put in
place for the secure and trans-
parent handling of offerings
received through donation
boxes, donation counters,
online platforms and offerings
in the form of precious metals.
The Board, which met under
the chairmanship of the
Lieutenant Governor, was
apprised of verification
processes, surveillance mech-
anisms, banking safeguards
and periodic audits that govern
every stage of the process.

During the meeting, it was
informed that all financial
transactions related to offer-
ings and donations are
undertaken strictly in confor-
mity with prescribed banking
norms, statutory provisions
and the guidelines issued by
the Government of India from
time to time.

The Board also noted the
stringent security protocols
adopted for handling and
storage of the offerings
received in the form of precious
metal as well as its secure
transportation, processing and
refinery through reputed

Government-approved insti-
tutions including the Reserve
Bank of India and India
Government Mint, Hyderabad.

After a detailed review, the
Board expressed satisfaction
over the transparency,
accountability and efficiency
of the existing arrangements.

The Board also appreciated
the comprehensive safe-
guards and monitoring mech-
anisms adopted to ensure
that the sacred offerings made
by devotees are managed
with the highest standards of
integrity, financial discipline
and public trust.
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Leaking Roofs in New Hospitals, Only 50% Teachers in Government
Schools; Officials Face Tough Questions in DISHA Meeting

MP says poor construction firms should be
blacklisted, MLA Akya says development

B FAIR REPORT
CHITTORGARH

Public representatives
questioned officials on
several issues related to
the Health, Education
and Public Works De-
partments during the DI-
SHA Committee meeting
held at the District Col-
lectorate. Serious con-
cern was raised over
leaking roofs in newly
built hospital buildings
after the first rain, a ma-
jor shortage of teachers
in government schools
and newly constructed
school buildings lying
vacant. During the meet-
ing, MLA Chandrabhan
Singh Akya said that the
roofs of several hospital
buildings, constructed at
a cost of crores of ru-
pees, started leaking in
the very first rain, rais-
ing questions over the
quality of construction.
MP C.P. Joshi directed of-
ficials to take action
against the construction
agency and begin the
process of blacklisting
such firms. He also sug-
gested that unused LED
screens in hospitals
should be shifted to gov-
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ernment schools for use
in smart classrooms. The
review of the Education
Department revealed
that only about 50% of
the required teachers are
working in government
schools across the dis-
trict. Seventeen PM SHRI
schools are also facing

staff shortages. Out of
481 schools, 399 have
smart boards and RO fa-
cilities, but due to the
shortage of teachers,
students are not getting
the full benefit of these
facilities. The meeting
also discussed that 78
new school buildings are

Fake Mewar University Degree Used
in RPSC Lecturer Recruitment, SOG
Arrests Another Accused

15 people arrested so
far in the fake MA
degree case; accused
being questioned to
trace the entire network
® FAIR REPORT
CHITTORGARH

The Special Operations
Group (SOG) has arrested
another accused in the
RPSC Hindi Lecturer
(School Education) Recruit-
ment-2022 fake degree case.
The accused allegedly
helped arrange a fake MA
(Hindi) degree and mark-
sheet in the name of Mewar
University, Gangrar. With
this arrest, the total num-
ber of arrests in the case
has reached 15, including
the candidate who allegedly
used the fake degree. The

arrested accused has been
identified as Ashok Vishnoi
alias Ashok Chotiya, a resi-
dent of Jodhpur. According
to the SOG, he played the
role of a middleman in ar-
ranging the fake degree and
marksheet. He has been re-
manded to police custody
till July 17, and officials are
questioning him to identify
others involved in the rack-
et. Additional Director Gen-
eral of SOG Vishal Bansal
said that candidate Brahma
Kumari had submitted an
MA (Hindi) degree in the
name of Mewar University
during the RPSC recruit-
ment process. During docu-
ment verification, it was
found that the university
had never issued the de-

gree. A case was then regis-
tered at Civil Lines Police
Station in Ajmer in March
2024. The investigation re-
vealed that the candidate
allegedly tried to secure a
government job using a
fake degree and a false affi-
davit. Further inquiry
found that Ashok Vishnoi
contacted Dr. Suresh Ku-
mar through Mahendra
Singh Rao and arranged the
fake degree and marksheet
for Brahma Kumari. SOG
also said that Ashok alleg-
edly contacted the then
Dean of Mewar University,
Kaushal Kishore Chandul,
to obtain the fake docu-
ments. After collecting suf-
ficient evidence, SOG ar-
rested him.
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lying vacant, while 72
schools still need new
buildings. Suggestions
were made to use the va-
cant buildings for com-
munity purposes, repair
old school buildings and
prevent encroachment
on playgrounds. The
meeting also directed a

fair inquiry into the Pub-
lic Distribution System
wheat scam, reviewed
stalled road construction
works and discussed
land allotment and early
release of funds for the
Bassi Sub-District Hospi-
tal and other pending
projects.

Jaipur, Friday, 17 July 2026
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Plantation Marks Birthday
Celebration, Well-Wishers

Former Chittorgarh
Municipal Council
Chairman Sushil
Sharma celebrates
birthday with
plantation drive; BJP
leaders, workers and
supporters extend
greetings

® FAIR REPORT
CHITTORGARH

Former Chittorgarh Mu-
nicipal Council Chairman
and senior BJP leader Su-
shil Sharma celebrated his
birthday by giving a mes-
sage of environmental
protection. A plantation
drive was organised at a
park in Ashok Nagar,
where he planted saplings
and encouraged people to
protect the environment.
Throughout the day, a
large number of well-
wishers visited his resi-
dence and office to greet
him. BJP leaders, party
workers, social workers,
businessmen and support-
ers wished him a healthy,
long and successful life.

&

Visit Throughout the Day

During the plantation pro-

gramme, participants
planted saplings and
pledged to take care of
them. Retired Principal
Ladulal Upadhyay said
that celebrating birthdays
through plantation is the
need of the time. He said
such initiatives spread a
positive message and help
protect the environment
for future generations.
People started arriving at
Sushil Sharma’s residence
and office in Ashok Nagar
from the morning. BJP
leaders, social workers,
businessmen, representa-
tives of different organisa-
tions and supporters met
him during the day. They
greeted him with bouquets
and garlands. Former BJP
State President and MP
C.P. Joshi, MLA Chandrab-
han Singh Akya, Begun
MLA Suresh Dhakad and
BJP District President Ra-
tan Gadri also conveyed
their birthday wishes over
the phone. The programme
was attended by BJP City

President Gaurav Tyagi,
BJP leader Anil Inani,
Ladulal Upadhyay, Om-
prakash Somani, Motilal
Khatwani, Kishanlal Mali,
Hemraj Karodiwal, Muke-
sh Nahata, Ravi Virani,
Rajan Mali, Kamlesh
Ameriya, Manoj Parik,
Anil Saxena, Puran Singh
Rana, Satyanarayan Sukh-
wal, Satpal Dua, Rahul
Agrawal, Dilip Choubey,
Rajkumar Suthar, Ashok
Paliwal, Pinu Menaria,
Hanuman Chaubisa,
Suresh Chandra Jat,
Aman God, Mukesh Ge-
hlot, Piyush Parik, Sahil
Tripathi, Lalit Khatik,
Shubham Sukhwal and
many other BJP leaders
and workers. People also
sent Dbirthday wishes
through phone calls, social
media and personal visits
throughout the day. The
plantation programme not
only promoted environ-
mental protection but also
reflected social participa-
tion and unity among par-
ty workers and supporters.

Traffic Police Intensifies Crackdown on Illegal Highway Parking

62 trucks booked in a 15-day enforcement drive
to ensure smooth traffic flow and safer highways
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The District Traffic Police
is continuously conducting
regular patrols and special
enforcement drives on the
national highway to ensure
smooth, safe and accident-
free traffic. Traffic DSP
Bhuraram Khileri said
that many trucks are
parked on the roadside or
in no-parking zones near
transport offices while
drivers complete billing,
payment and other formal-
ities. This blocks traffic,
increases the risk of acci-
dents and causes inconven-
ience to other road users.
To ensure compliance with
traffic rules, the Traffic Po-
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lice has intensified enforce-
ment. During the last 15
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days, action was taken
against 62 trucks parked in
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no-parking areas under the
Motor Vehicles Act. Police

are continuously monitor-
ing such locations and tak-
ing action against drivers
who violate the rules. The
Traffic DSP appealed to
transport operators, vehi-
cle owners and drivers not
to park their vehicles on
the highway or in no-park-
ing zones for billing or pay-
ment work. Vehicles should
be parked only at designat-
ed parking areas. He said
illegal parking on high-
ways is not only a violation
of the law but also a seri-
ous threat to public safety.
The special enforcement
drive will continue in the
coming days to maintain
safe and smooth traffic
movement.

KRIPALANI CALLS ON CM SHARMA, PRESSES

NIMBAHERA’S CASE IN CORRIDORS OF POWER

B FAIR REPORT
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JAIPUR: In ameeting that
underscored the quiet me-
chanics of coalition-era
governance, former Urban
Development and Housing
Minister and Nimbahera
MLA Shrichand Kripalani
met Chief Minister Bhajan
Lal Sharma at the Chief
Minister’s residence here
on Thursday, engaging in
what officials described as
a “meaningful and posi-
tive” exchange on matters
ranging from state priori-
ties to the specific develop-
mental needs of his con-

stituency.

The courtesy call, a re-

curring ritual in Ra-
jasthan’s political calen-
dar this year, placed Kri-
palani among a growing
list of legislators — from
Tijara’s Baba Balaknath to
Rajsamand’s Vishwaraj
Singh Mewar — who have
used face time with the
Chief Minister to press
constituency-level de-
mands even as the state
grapples with larger gov-
ernance questions.

For Kripalani, a veteran
of the Vasundhara Raje
cabinet who once held the
urban development portfo-
lio himself, the meeting
carries an added layer of
political texture. Having

spent decades navigating
Chittorgarh’s electoral ter-
rain — first as a two-term
Lok Sabha MP and now as
Nimbahera’s MLA — his

engagement with the cur-
rent dispensation is being
read by local observers as
both routine constituency
advocacy and a signal of

continuity within the
BJP’s organisational hier-
archy in the region.

While the joint state-
ment remained character-

istically light on specifics,
the framing — “vividh
muddon par sarthak evam
sakaratmak charcha,” or
wide-ranging and con-

structive discussion — fol-

in recent months, will be

lows a template increas-
ingly familiar to Ra-
jasthan’s political press
corps: infrastructure, wel-
fare scheme implementa-
tion, and local develop-
ment grievances typically
dominate such sit-downs,
even when the public re-
cord stops short of itemis-
ing them.

The larger question, as
with most such meetings,
is what happens after the
photo-op. Nimbahera’s
residents, like those in doz-
ens of constituencies
whose  representatives
have filed through the
Chief Minister’sresidence

watching not the hand-
shake but the follow-
through — whether “posi-
tive discussion” translates
into sanctioned budgets,
cleared files, and visible
groundwork before the
next election cycle sharp-
ens every unmet promise
into a campaign liability.

For now, the meeting
adds one more entry to a
governance style built on
optics of accessibility.
Whether it also adds a line
item to Nimbahera’s devel-
opment ledger remains, as
always in Rajasthan’s pow-
er corridors, a story still
being written.
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