
 CM Sharma Frames Women’s Empowerment as 
Cornerstone of “Viksit Bharat” Vision at Degana Chaupal
n FAIR REPORT 
JAIPUR

Chief  Minister Bhajan 
Lal Sharma used a vil-
lage development inter-
action in Degana’s Tilan-
esh village on Friday to 
lay out his government’s 
case that economic, so-
cial, and political empow-
erment of  women forms 
the real foundation of  
progress, tying Ra-
jasthan’s welfare 
schemes directly to 
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi’s stated vision 
of  empowering four 
groups — women, youth, 
farmers, and labourers.

The Chaupal as 
Political Theatre and 
Policy Showcase

The format was deliber-
ately intimate: a direct dia-
logue with women benefi-
ciaries of  state schemes, 
several of  whom presented 
self-made products 
through Rajeevika, the 
state’s rural livelihood 
mission, after sharing how 
government programmes 
had reshaped their house-
hold economics. The Chief  
Minister used the platform 
to urge women to make full 
use of  existing schemes 
and to bring more women 
into the fold.

Sharma’s pitch rested 
on a now-familiar list of  
flagship initiatives: the 
Beti Bachao-Beti Padhao 
campaign for girls’ educa-
tion and protection; the 

Swachh Bharat Mission’s 
construction of  household 
toilets, which he described 
in terms of  dignity and 
safety for women; and the 
Ujjwala Yojana’s LPG con-

nections, credited with im-
proving women’s health by 
reducing smoke exposure 
in kitchens. Priority allo-
cation to women under the 
Pradhan Mantri Awas Yo-

jana was also cited as evi-
dence of  the government’s 
targeting strategy.

The Economic 
Empowerment Argument
On livelihoods specifically, 
the Chief  Minister pointed to 
a Rs 5-per-litre subsidy for 
dairy farmers linked to ani-
mal husbandry, alongside 
Rajeevika’s self-help group 
model, as the state’s primary 
vehicles for women’s self-em-
ployment and financial inde-
pendence. The Lakhpati Didi 
scheme, offering loans of  up 
to Rs 1.5 lakh at a subsidised 
1.5 percent interest rate, was 
presented as the entrepre-

neurship-focused piece of  
that puzzle. Politically, Shar-
ma invoked the Nari Shakti 
Vandan Adhiniyam, which 
provides for 33 percent reser-
vation for women in state as-
semblies and Parliament, 
framing it as the mechanism 
that will deepen women’s par-
ticipation in governance and 
decision-making processes 
going forward. On welfare 
delivery for expecting moth-
ers and children, the CM cited 
the Maa Voucher Yojana’s 
free sonography services for 
pregnant women, and contin-
ued nutritional support, in-
cluding regular milk distri-
bution, through anganwadi 

centres. He also referenced 
direct bank transfers of  so-
cial security pensions for sen-
ior citizens and state-run pil-
grimage schemes for elderly 
citizens. The government’s 
messaging leaned heavily on 
first-person accounts from 
women who credited these 
schemes with transforming 
their household finances — 
from a Rajeevika cluster 
manager whose annual in-
come now stands at roughly 
Rs 1.25 lakh, to a self-help 
group entrepreneur oversee-
ing a collective earning close 
to Rs 2.5 lakh monthly 
through jute bags and toy pro-
duction. 
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Children relocate sheep to a safer place by a boat after floodwaters submerged 
low-lying areas in Morigaon district of Assam, Friday. 

Modi Unveils 75 Redeveloped Railway Stations

Rajasthan Gets Eight Under
Amrit Bharat Mission
n FAIR REPORT 
NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Friday inaugurat-
ed 75 redeveloped railway 
stations across the country 
under the Amrit Bharat 
Station Scheme, marking 
another milestone in the 
Centre’s push to modernise 
India’s railway infrastruc-
ture and improve passen-
ger experience.

Among the newly inau-
gurated stations, Ra-
jasthan accounted for 
eight—Barmer, Dausa, 
Deeg, Gangapur City, Go-
tan, Jaisalmer, Khairthal 
and Somesar—strengthen-
ing connectivity across the 
desert state while giving a 
fresh impetus to regional 
economic growth, tourism 
and local commerce.

Addressing the state-
level function at Gotan 
railway station in Nagaur 
district, Rajasthan Chief  

Minister Bhajan Lal Shar-
ma described the inaugu-
ration as a significant 
step towards realising the 
vision of  “Viksit Bharat”. 
He said the redevelop-
ment of  railway stations 
is not merely an infra-
structure upgrade but an 
investment in the state’s 
future, creating modern 
transport hubs that are 
safer, more accessible and 

better equipped to meet 
the aspirations of  citi-
zens.

The Amrit Bharat Sta-
tion Scheme aims to trans-
form railway stations into 
integrated public spaces 
with improved passenger 
amenities, enhanced ac-
cessibility, better urban 
integration and modern 
architectural design that 
reflects local heritage. The 

initiative is part of  the 
Centre’s broader strategy 
to build world-class trans-
port infrastructure while 
stimulating economic ac-
tivity in smaller towns and 
emerging urban centres.

With the inclusion of  
eight stations in Rajasthan, 
the state is expected to ben-
efit from improved mobili-
ty, increased tourism po-
tential and enhanced busi-
ness opportunities. The 
redevelopment also under-
scores the government’s 
emphasis on balanced re-
gional development, ensur-
ing that modern infra-
structure extends beyond 
metropolitan cities to 
reach Tier-II and Tier-III 
regions.The inauguration 
reinforces the Centre’s con-
tinuing focus on infra-
structure-led growth, with 
railways emerging as a key 
driver of  India’s develop-
ment agenda.

n FAIR REPORT 
NEW DELHI

Germany has delivered one 
of  its sharpest public re-
bukes to the Trump adminis-
tration, with Chancellor 
Friedrich Merz warning 
Washington against any at-
tempt to influence the coun-
try’s upcoming state elec-
tions. Speaking at Berlin’s 
annual summer press con-
ference, Merz made Germa-
ny’s position unambiguous: 
Berlin does not interfere in 
American elections and ex-
pects the same respect in re-
turn.

The immediate trigger is 
a US State Department pro-
gramme worth nearly $5 mil-
lion, designed to support 
European organisations 
working on issues such as 
national sovereignty, migra-
tion, censorship and “law-
fare.” While political parties 
are not explicitly eligible, the 
programme’s broad lan-

guage and timing—just 
weeks before elections in 
Saxony-Anhalt, Berlin and 
Mecklenburg-Western Po-
merania—have fuelled con-
cerns that funds could indi-
rectly benefit nationalist 
groups ideologically aligned 
with the Alternative for Ger-
many (AfD). Merz under-
scored that foreign financing 
of  political parties is illegal 
under German law, signal-
ling that even indirect at-
tempts to shape Germany’s 
political landscape would be 
viewed as unacceptable. 

Merz Draws a Red 
Line: Germany Tells 
Washington to Keep 
Out of Its Democracy

n FAIR REPORT 
NEW DELHI

India has formally launched 
its campaign for a non-per-
manent seat on the United 
Nations Security Council 
(UNSC) for the 2028–29 
term, projecting confidence 
that its global credentials, 
peacekeeping legacy and 
growing diplomatic influ-
ence will secure broad in-
ternational support.

Addressing a media 
briefing on Friday, Ministry 
of  External Affairs spokes-
person Randhir Jaiswal 
confirmed that India an-
nounced its candidature on 
July 13 and expressed confi-
dence in the outcome. “We 
have given reasons why 
countries should vote for 
India. We are confident that 
all member states will give 
due consideration to our 
candidature,” he said.

If  elected in the June 2027 
UN General Assembly vote, 
India will occupy the Secu-
rity Council as a non-per-
manent member for the 
ninth time, having previ-
ously served eight terms 

since 1950—an experience 
that underscores its long-
standing engagement with 
the UN’s principal security 
body.

India’s campaign has 
also been reinforced by Ex-
ternal Affairs Minister S. 
Jaishankar, who used the 
UN platform to present New 
Delhi as a responsible glob-
al stakeholder committed to 
peace, development and 
multilateral cooperation. 
Highlighting India’s 
“SHANTI” vision, its distin-
guished record in UN peace-
keeping operations and de-
velopment partnerships 
spanning 79 countries, Jais-
hankar argued that India 
represents the aspirations 
of  the Global South while 

acting as a bridge across 
geopolitical divides. India 
faces Tajikistan in the con-
test for the Asian seat, with 
victory requiring the sup-
port of  a two-thirds major-
ity in the 193-member UN 
General Assembly. Beyond 
the immediate election, 
the campaign carries wid-
er geopolitical signifi-
cance. A successful return 
to the Security Council 
would further strengthen 
India’s case for long-pend-
ing UN Security Council 
reforms, including its de-
mand for permanent mem-
bership, reflecting its ex-
panding economic influ-
ence, diplomatic reach and 
role in shaping the evolv-
ing global order.

India Launches High-Stakes UNSC 
Campaign: New Delhi Seeks Ninth 

Stint on the Security Council

Sir Garfield 
Sobers: The Last 
of Cricket’s 
Complete Men

n FAIR REPORT 
NEW DELHI

There are statistics, there 
are records, and then 
there is Sir Garfield So-
bers—a cricketer whose 
greatness was never con-
fined to a scorebook. If  
reports of  his passing at 
the age of  89 are con-
firmed, cricket has not 
merely lost one of  its fin-
est players; it has bid fare-
well to the man who de-
fined the very meaning of  
an all-rounder. Few ath-
letes have shaped a sport 
as comprehensively as 
Sobers shaped cricket. 
Across 93 Test matches 
between 1954 and 1974, the 
Barbadian maestro 
scored 8,032 runs, claimed 
235 wickets, and held 109 
catches. Yet these num-
bers tell only a fraction of  
the story.
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Union Home Minister Amit Shah arrived at Bagdogra
airport here on Friday night for a three-day visit to West
Bengal, during which he will review border security, law
and order, and the implementation of the new criminal
laws, officials said. He is also scheduled to inaugurate
development projects in Siliguri and Kolkata.

He was received by West Bengal Chief Minister
Suvendu Adhikari on his arrival at Bagdogra Airport
around 9.10 pm.

After his arrival, Shah went to the Border Security
Force’s (BSF) North Bengal Frontier Headquarters at
Kadamtala here, where he is scheduled to stay the night.

On Saturday, he will visit the BSF’s 18th Battalion
Border Outpost at Jumagach near the boundary with
Bangladesh. (PTI)

Nation Focus

SHAH ARRIVES IN SILIGURI ON
THREE-DAY VISIT TO WEST BENGAL

The Shahid Beheshti terminal at the Chabahar port in Iran
has not faced any damage in US strikes on the key
maritime gateway, India said on Friday. US officials had
acknowledged that the US struck the Chabahar port this
week as part of its renewed military campaign against Iran.

The Chabahar port is being developed by India and Iran
to boost connectivity and trade ties. Both the countries are
also strongly pitching for making Chabahar port an
integral part of the International North-South Transport
Corridor (INSTC). The US waiver from its sanctions on
Chabahar had come to an end in April. “There was a
waiver which was given by America and that waiver got
over some time back. Post that, we have been in
discussion with relevant stakeholders as to how to take
this particular issue forward,” External Affairs Ministry
spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal said. (PTI)

‘NO DAMAGE TO TERMINAL IN US
ATTACKS ON CHABAHAR PORT’

MANOJ KUMAR n Jind/Chadigarh

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on
Friday flagged off India’s first hydro-
gen-powered train connecting Jind
and Sonipat in Haryana, describing
it as a landmark step towards clean
and sustainable transportation and
a successful example of the ‘Make
in India’ campaign.

With this, India has joined a
select group of countries that have
operational hydrogen-powered
trains and marks an important
step towards the adoption of clean
and sustainable mobility in the
railway sector. After flagging off the
train from Jind, the Prime Minister
also dedicated to the nation and
laid the foundation stone of various
development projects worth
`14,700 crore.

Modi said, “The hydrogen-
powered train is a proud symbol of
Aatmanirbhar Bharat and our com-
mitment to cleaner, future-ready
transportation.” Today, Indian
Railways has taken a major step
and this is the world’s most pow-
erful hydrogen train, he said
addressing a public gathering later.
The 89-km distance between Jind
and Sonepat will be covered in two
hours, with the train halting at 12
intermediate stations.

Modi also took a veiled dig at the
previous Congress-led UPA
Government, saying had the situa-
tion due to West Asia conflict
arisen before 2014, the work of
Indian Railways would have come
to a standstill as trains in large parts
of the country used to run mainly
on diesel.

“At that time, in large parts of our
country our trains used to run on
diesel only. Had diesel supplies

been disrupted then, how would
diesel-powered trains have operat-
ed? The country would have faced
a massive crisis. But friends, this is
not the situation of 2014. It is Modi,
who thinks well before and also
turns solutions to problems into
reality on the ground,” he said.

Referring to the West Asia conflict,
Modi said, “You are seeing that for
past several months, war has been
going on in West Asia, across the

entire region of (Strait of) Hormuz,
involving Iran, and the Gulf. It is
through this sea route through
Hormuz that India receives a huge
quantity of petrol, diesel, LPG gas,
and fertilisers for our farmers. But
for the last three to four months, this
route has continuously remained a
battlefield, surrounded by crisis.”

He said Indian Railways has taken
a big step in this 21st century tech-
nology as only three to four coun-
tries have the capability of running
hydrogen-powered train.This train
has 3200 horsepower and it is not
only the most powerful, but also the
longest one (10 coaches), Modi said.
“At other places in the world, hydro-
gen train has three to four coaches
only. But in India, this train has 10
coaches,” he said.

By running a 10-coach hydrogen
train, India has established its pres-
ence in the world (janda gaad diya
hai), he said. “Here in Jind, all such
things have been made for it. In the
coming time, more infrastructure
connected with hydrogen train will
be made. New factories will come
up which will meet the need of the
hydrogen train network. This will
generate new avenues of employ-
ment for Haryana youths,” he said.
Recalling his association with Jind,
he said, “I cannot forget the love I

have got.” Jind’s ‘ghee’ and ‘ghevar’
have not changed in years but its
‘tevar’ (attitude) has, he said, adding
Jind is becoming a model of BJP’s
and NDA’s good governance. Names
of Jind, Sonepat and Haryana will
come up whenever there is mention
of hydrogen train, I congratulate the
entire country, he added.

During his speech Modi also
made a mention of ‘Swachhta Se
Swagat’ (welcome through cleanli-
ness) campaign in Jind which had
been going on for past few days
ahead of his visit. 

Modi, while appreciating the
working style of Chief Minister
Nayab Singh Saini said that
Haryana’s double-engine
Government is working on the
mantra of Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas.
Under the leadership of Chief
Minister Saini,  the Haryana
Government is doing excellent work
for the youth, farmers, and women
of the state. 

The path shown by the Haryana
Government of providing jobs
without ‘kharchi-parchi ’ was not
easy, but the BJP Government has
made it possible. Haryana is now
moving rapidly on the path of 
development. Agriculture and indus-
try are the two pillars that are
strengthening Haryana, Modi added.

PM flags off India’s first hydrogen-powered train

Prime Minister Narendra Modi during the flag off ceremony of India’s first hydrogen-powered
train, between Jind and Sonipat, in the presence of Haryana Governor Ashim Kumar Ghosh,
Union Minister Ashwani Vaishnaw and Chief Minister Nayab Singh Saini at Jind Railway
Station, Haryana PTI

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n Chennai

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister C
Joseph Vijay conducted a sur-
prise inspection on Friday at
the MC Raja Social Justice
Hostel in Saidapet, where stu-
dents presented a slew of
grievances regarding substan-
dard facilities, severe security
lapses, and staff apathy.

During the interaction, stu-
dents informed the Chief
Minister that rigid hostel
curfew timings are severely
impacting residents who
attend part-time jobs or com-
petitive exam coaching, such
as UPSC and TNPSC classes. 

They reported that late-
comers are routinely locked
out of the premises, forcing
them to sleep in public parks
or outside the gates. 

While locked out, students
alleged they have faced
harassment from local mis-
creants and instances of
robbery.

Highlighting poor living
conditions, the inmates com-
plained of frequent water
shortages, uncleaned and
broken restrooms, and a lack
of adequate drinking water. 

Furthermore, students
stated that the quality of
food is persistently poor,

noting that catering staff do
not adhere to basic hygiene
protocols like wearing gloves
or hairnets. 

Security remains a primary
concern, added the students,
pointing out a severe short-
age of CCTV surveillance. 

Although there is a require-
ment for 64 cameras, the
existing setup provides only
two cameras per floor, which
cover only the reading areas
and leave residential corri-
dors unmonitored. Students
told the Chief Minister that
this lack of oversight has led
to frequent thefts, internal
altercations, and incidents
of senior-junior ragging.

The residents also flagged
the abusive behaviour of
hostel  personnel.  They
alleged that watchmen and
supervisors frequently use
derogatory language, 
subjecting the students 
from economically weaker
sections to significant 
mental distress. 

Additionally, students
pointed out a general short-
age of staff and stated that
recreational facilities, includ-
ing the volleyball court, have
been kept locked and inac-
cessible for an extended
period despite repeated
requests.

SAUGAR SENGUPTA n Kolkata

In yet another big ticket
investment push Bengal
Chief Minister Suvendu
Adhikari on Friday laid the
foundation stone of a
`15,000 crore extension
project of a steel plant at
Mejia in Bankura district
some 200 km from Kolkata. 

The steel plant is owned
by the Shyam Steel Group
which is likely to invest
`15,000 crore in phases. The
industrial unit was likely to
generate about 15-20 thou-
sand jobs. Out of the total
`15,000-crore `10,000 crore
is likely to be invested in a
new 2-million-tonne-per-
annum (MTPA) integrated
steel plant and the remain-
ing `5,000 crore would be
used for defense manufac-

turing, real estate, and infra-
structure, inside source said.  

“This plant promises massive
job opportunities in the region
and the surrounding areas of
Purulia, West Bardhaman and
West Midnapore, the Chief
Minister said,” adding it was not
enough to recall the migrant

workers back to Bengal from
other States. 

“If we cannot build the
infrastructure in the State
then how will the migrant
workers return,” he said
adding these projects would
not only help build industri-
al infrastructure but also gen-

erate revenue for the State. 
Saying that the investors

were returning to Bengal
because of the political change
of power that had taken place
in the State after the recently
concluded elections. “Had the
change not taken place in
Bengal the investments would
have gone to Odisha … in the
coming days thousands of
crores would be invested in
Purulia, Bankura and
Jangalmahal generating jobs
for thousands of people who
have been leaving Bengal as
migrant workers,” he said. 

Speaking at the event,
Adhikari  promised an
investor-friendly ecosystem,
saying improved law and
order, easier land availabil-
ity, and employment-linked
incentives would woo back
the investors. 

ASHOKE RAJ n New Delhi

A senior Japanese politician
has triggered a diplomatic
row by publicly blaming
Indian authorities for the
slow pace of the Mumbai-
Ahmedabad high-speed rail
corridor, India’s ambitious
first bullet train project. 

Hideki Makihara, former
Justice Minister and a key
figure in Japan’s ruling Liberal
Democratic Party, described
the delays as stemming from
“sheer recklessness” on the
Indian side, claiming broken
commitments and inconsis-
tent decision-making have
hampered progress.

In strongly worded
remarks, Makihara alleged
that Indian negotiators fre-

quently reversed positions,
prioritised domestic consid-
erations, and failed to deliver
on assurances related to the
Shinkansen-based project.
He singled out the handling
by the concerned minister as
particularly problematic,
asserting that responsibility
for the setbacks lay entirely
with India.

The comments have drawn
sharp attention as the project
— funded substantially by
Japan and touted as a symbol
of bilateral friendship — has
missed multiple deadlines
since its foundation stone
was laid in 2017.

India’s Ministry of External
Affairs responded swiftly,
rejecting the criticism as
one-sided. 

Spokesperson Randhir
Jaiswal emphasised that the
project continues to enjoy
strong Japanese Government
support, as reaffirmed in
recent high-level summits. 

Officials pointed to tangi-
ble advancements on the
ground, including extensive
viaduct work,  bridge 

completions, and progress
on the undersea tunnel
section near Mumbai.

Indian authorities have
consistently attributed the
timeline slippages to practi-
cal challenges such as land
acquisition hurdles in
Maharashtra, pandemic-
related disruptions, environ-

mental clearances, and the
technical complexities of
integrating advanced
systems. The National High
Speed Rail Corporation Ltd
(NHSRCL) has achieved 
significant physical progress,
with plans for initial opera-
tions on a Gujarat segment
by August 2027.

Originally envisioned for
completion in the early
2020s, the 508-km corridor
has seen its cost rise due to
inflation, revised engineering
needs, and extended time-
lines. Japan is providing next-
generation Shinkansen tech-
nology, while India is simul-
taneously developing indige-
nous high-speed train proto-
types to boost self-reliance.

Both nations have

expressed commitment to
overcoming remaining
issues through ongoing tech-
nical dialogue. 

The project is viewed not
only as a transport upgrade
but as a cornerstone of
broader Indo-Japanese coop-
eration in infrastructure,
technology transfer, and
regional connectivity.

While Makihara’s outspo-
ken views have sparked
debate, diplomatic sources
indicate that core bilateral
ties remain robust. The
Government has assured
that safety standards, quality
benchmarks, and timely
delivery will not be compro-
mised as the country moves
closer to realising its 
high-speed rail ambitions.

MOHIT KANDHARI n Jammu

India is gradually inching
closer to realising its dream
of establishing the first-ever
Geothermal Power Plant in
the cold desert region of
Ladakh. Lieutenant Governor
Vinai Kumar Saxena on
Friday commissioned India’s
first and deepest two geot-
hermal wells at Puga Valley
in Ladakh, executed by
ONGC Energy Centre.

The commissioning of the
two 1000-meter-deep wells,
at a high altitude of over
14,000 feet, would signifi-
cantly advance Ladakh’s
journey towards becoming a
clean energy hub, powered
by renewable sources, as
envisaged by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. 

The two geothermal wells
are critical for the successful
implementation of the 1 MW
pilot geothermal power
project at Puga, which will
be India’s first demonstra-
tion-scale geothermal power
project.

Speaking on the occasion,
the LG termed the commis-
sioning of the geothermal
wells as a historic milestone
in India’s clean energy
journey and a defining
moment in Ladakh’s transi-

tion towards a carbon-
neutral future.

“This Geothermal Power
project would act as a cat-
alyst for Ladakh’s holistic
development. Beyond its
scientific significance, this
initiative will strengthen
Ladakh’s energy security,
promote environmental
sustainability and con-
tribute to regional socio-
economic development. 

What has been achieved
in Puga Valley would serve as
a blueprint for India’s net-
zero journey and significant-
ly  contribute towards
making Ladakh a carbon-
neutral and environmental-
ly sustainable region,” LG
Saxena said.

LG VK Saxena lauded the
ONGC engineers, saying the
Indian engineers and techni-
cians were among the best
in the world, capable of
achieving the most difficult
engineering feats, and they
truly symbolise India’s
growing stature in the field
of global engineering. 

He also appreciated every
worker associated with the
project, saying it was a true
testament to their grit, deter-
mination and perseverance.

The project has been
undertaken in one of the

world’s most challenging
operating environments,
characterised by extreme
weather conditions, rugged
terrain and a limited annual
working season.

The project also fulfils the
PM’s vision of Carbon-neutral
Ladakh and the call  to
harness alternative, renew-
able energy sources for our
future security.

Notably, the geothermal
power project had suffered
a major setback following
the expiry of the earlier tri-

partite MoU between the
Ladakh Administration,
LAHDC Leh and ONGC Energy
Centre, resulting in critical
delays of several months in
project execution. 

Recognising the strate-
gic importance of geother-
mal  energy for  India’s
energy security and clean
e n e r g y  t r a n s i t i o n ,  L G
Saxena personally inter-
vened to facil itate the
renewal of the MoU for
another five years, in June
this year, following which

works resumed for the
completion of the two geot-
hermal wells.

Successful completion of
the two wells would facili-
tate critical reservoir eval-
uation, power plant plan-
ning and the eventual com-
mercial development of
geothermal resources in
Ladakh. Project Engineers
informed that the maximum
temperature of 135 degrees
Celsius was recorded at a
depth of 400 meters. 

Further testing is on and
the engineers are hopeful to
achieve even higher tem-
peratures for operation of
the 1MW pilot geothermal
power project and eventual
commercial exploration of
geothermal energy.

Despite encountering
geothermal  activit ies ,
complex sub-surface condi-
tions and operational chal-
lenges, the first of the two
wells was successfully drilled
to its target depth of 1000
metres on 22 May 2026. 

Subsequently, the other
geothermal  well  was
spudded on 03 June 2026,
and in a record time of just
over a month, it was success-
fully drilled and completed
to 1000 metres depth on 08
July 2026.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh on Friday said the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh (RSS) has been serving
the country and society 
continuously for the last 
100 years, but a large section
of people remains either
“uninformed” or “misin-
formed” about the organisa-
tion because of narratives
built around it.

Addressing the release of
the book ‘RSS at 100: A
Century of Service, Unity
and Sacrifice’ at the Vice
President’s Enclave here,
Singh said the RSS has grown
from a small voluntary
organisation founded by
Keshav Baliram Hedgewar in
1925 into the world’s largest
and financially self-reliant
voluntary organisation.

“The RSS has been serving
the nation and society for
100 years. Yet, even today, a
large section of society is
either uninformed or misin-
formed about it,” he said.

Referring to American
scholars Walter Andersen
and Shridhar D Damle’s book

‘The Brotherhood in Saffron’,
Singh said the authors
observed that the RSS is “dif-
ficult to understand and easy
to misunderstand”.

“One major reason for
this, in my view, is the rela-
tive lack of objective and
impartial academic work on
the organisation. I believe
this book will go a long way
in filling that gap,” he said.

Rejecting allegations that
the RSS had no role in the
freedom movement, Singh
said such a narrative has
been promoted for years and
asserted that the organisation
actively participated in the

struggle against British rule.
“Those who hold this view

should read the fourth
chapter of this book. It
explains that RSS volunteers
actively participated in the
freedom struggle. Dr Keshav
Baliram Hedgewar himself
went to prison during the
freedom movement. During
the Quit India Movement, RSS
volunteers provided shelter
to several revolutionaries in
their homes,” he said.

He also referred to the role
of RSS volunteers during
Partition,  saying they
worked in violence-hit areas
to protect people.

Ex-Japan minister accuses India over bullet train delays, Delhi hits back

India’s 1st geothermal wells commissioned in Ladakh’s Puga Valley

Ladakh Lieutenant Governor Vinai Kumar Saxena commissions the first and
deepest geothermal wells developed by the ONGC Energy Centre at Puga
Valley in Ladakh PTI

RSS misunderstood despite
century of service: Rajnath

TN CM Vijay conducts
surprise inspection at social
justice hostel in Chennai

Vice President CP Radhakrishnan, Defence Minister Rajnath Singh, Delhi
Assembly Speaker Vijender Gupta, and RSS leader Shyam Jaju release
the book ‘RSS at 100: A Century of Service, Unity & Sacrifice’, authored
by Shyam Jaju and Anupam Trivedi at the Vice-President’s Enclave 
in New Delhi PTI

West Bengal CM Suvendu Adhikari greets the gathering during the
foundation stone laying ceremony of Shyam Steel Group’s integrated steel
plant at Mejia in Bankura district on Friday. State Cabinet Minister
Agnimitra Paul is also seen. PTI

West Bengal CM Adhikari lays foundation
of `15,000 crore steel plant in Bankura
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SAUGAR SENGUPTA n Kolkata

At least five people including
four school girls and a cyclist
were on Friday killed when a
speeding train rammed
against school van at a
manned railway crossing 
near Karna Subarna of
Behrampore in Murshidabad
district the railway police
said adding gateman Anupam
Karmakar was instantly sus-
pended by the authorities
for dereliction of duty and
subsequently arrested.

The incident occurred at
around 7 in the morning
locals said when Nimtita-
Katwa local passenger train
hit a pool car crossing the

Gobindopur railway gate. The
driver of the mangled vehicle
which was dragged several
metres away by the train
was not at fault locals said
adding the gateman had left
the gates open for road traffic. 

While three persons died on
the spot two succumbed in the
hospital while being treated in
the ICU, sources said.

“He is a drunkard and reg-
ularly does so and repeated
complaints to the authorities
would not yield any result,”
one of the villagers said
adding the negligent
gateman was locked inside
his cabin and later handed
over to the police in a
drunken state. 

Another railway staff had
also been suspended 
following complaints from
the local villagers.

Bengal Chief Minister
Suvendu Adhikari immedi-
ately sent two of his ministe-
rial colleagues to eh spot

and warned that his admin-
istration would tolerate no
negligence and if found guilty
the erring staff would be
criminally punished. 

“I have been told that the
police have already been arrest-
ed the gateman… I have told
them not to tolerate any neg-
ligence… it is a shocking news…
that we lost four little ones…
four innocent school children…
the Government will take
strictest possible action,” the
Chief Minister said.

Meanwhile, both the Indian
Railways and the State
administration announced a
compensation of `10 lakh
and `5 lakh for the kin of the
deceased. 
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PRAMOD KUMAR SINGH 
n New Delhi

The Enforcement Directorate
(ED) conducted coordinated
searches at eight locations
across Bihar, Delhi, and
Rajasthan as part of an inves-
tigation into alleged large-
scale illegal sand mining in
Bihar’s Banka district,
amounting to `131 crore. 

The operations took place
on Friday and targeted
premises associated with
Mahadev Enclave, a company
based in Banka controlled by
Ashok Chandak and his son
Raghav Chandak, both origi-
nally from Sri Ganganagar,
Rajasthan. The locations
searched included sites in
Banka and Patna districts of
Bihar, as well as in Delhi, Sri
Ganganagar, and Jaipur.
Preliminary investigations
indicated that Mahadev
Enclave engaged in illegal
sand extraction in Banka
without obtaining necessary
permits or reporting to the
Bihar Mining Department. 

The extent of the violations
was revealed following a
geospatial analysis commis-

sioned by the Enforcement
Directorate from IIT Patna in
October 2024, which conclud-
ed that the company had
excavated sand valued at
approximately `131 crore
between the fiscal years 2015-
16 and 2022-23. These findings
were shared with the Bihar
State Mining Corporation
Limited, prompting the 
state’s Mines and Geology
Department to file an FIR with
the police in August 2025.

The ongoing money-laun-
dering investigation is a direct
follow-up to that FIR. The
operation spanning multiple
states exemplifies the

Enforcement Directorate’s
strategy to trace financial
flows linked to environmen-
tal violations across 
jurisdictions. Officials said the
raids in Delhi and Rajasthan
suggest efforts to examine
layered assets and proceeds
held outside Bihar. Illegal sand
mining remains a significant
challenge, contributing to sub-
stantial revenue loss for
Governments and irreversible
ecological damage.

In Banka, the alleged extrac-
tion over nearly eight years
underscores deficiencies in
monitoring and enforcement
by state authorities. 

The involvement of IIT Patna
in geospatial analysis indi-
cates a shift towards data-
driven investigations in such
cases.  The agency is expect-
ed to scrutinise bank accounts,
property records, and financial
transactions linked to the
Chandak family and the
company. No arrests have
been made to date; however,
the searches are likely to
result in further questioning
and potentially the provision-
al attachment of properties
under the Prevention of
Money Laundering Act. 

The involvement of a
Rajasthan-based family oper-
ating within Bihar also high-
lights the inter-state nature of
such illicit activities. 

The ED’s actions align with
increased scrutiny of sectors
vulnerable to large-scale
illegal extraction and money
laundering. “The outcome of
this investigation could set a
precedent for the applica-
tion of geospatial technology
and inter-agency coopera-
tion in combating environ-
mental crimes with signifi-
cant financial implications”,
an official said.

ED raids 8 locations across
Bihar, Delhi and Rajasthan

Himachal Pradesh Chief Minister Sukhvinder Singh
Sukhu on Friday said payments for produce procured
from apple growers under the Market Intervention
Scheme (MIS) from 2022 to 2025 have been cleared
through Direct Benefit Transfer.

Chairing a meeting of the horticulture department
here, the chief minister said payments have already been
made to growers who supplied up to 30 bags of apples
under the Market Intervention Scheme (MIS) and the
process for releasing payments to growers who supplied
100 bags or more was now underway.

In a statement, he said the state Government has
released Rs 45 crore to clear the pending liabilities.
Sukhu, who reviewed preparations for apple procurement
under the scheme this season, launched the Horticulture
MIS website and mobile application. The digital platform
would facilitate end-to-end recording of the procurement
process, from apple purchase to processing, ensuring
greater transparency and efficiency. (PTI)

States Focus

`45 cr released to clear MIS
apple procurement dues: CM

Maharashtra Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis on Friday
directed officials to begin preparations for WAVES (World
Audio Visual and Entertainment Summit) 2027
conference on a war footing, stressing there should be no
shortcomings in planning for the global event.

Chairing a review meeting here, Fadnavis asked
officials to complete planning related to departmental
responsibilities, budgeting, publicity, transport, technical
infrastructure and inter-departmental coordination well in
advance. He said the next edition of the conference
should be “broader, more streamlined and more
impactful” than the inaugural event. “The first WAVES
conference created a strong impression globally and
enhanced Maharashtra’s brand value. The next edition
should be organised on an even grander scale through
meticulous planning,” the chief minister said. (PTI)

No room for lapses in WAVES
2027 preperations: Fadnavis

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

President Droupadi Murmu on
Friday said that conservation
efforts will be more effective
and long-lasting when communi-
ties are stakeholders in protect-
ing forests. Addressing proba-
tioners of the Indian Forest
Service (IFoS), who called on the
president at the Rashtrapati
Bhavan here, she said technolog-
ical advancements, demograph-
ic changes and rising aspirations
will continue to present new
challenges before them.

“As officers, you must remain
adaptable and forward-looking.
You should keep learning and
remain open to innovation while
staying firmly rooted in constitu-
tional values,” Murmu said. The
president asked them to encour-
age people’s participation in con-
servation, restoration and sustain-

able l ivelihood initiatives.
Understanding the views and
concerns of tribal communities,
forest dwellers, women, farmers
and local institutions will provide
you with valuable insight, she
said. “Indigenous knowledge has
preserved the forests for genera-
tions. You should build trust
between the administration and
the local people. When commu-
nities are stakeholders in protect-
ing forests, conservation efforts
will be more effective and long-
lasting,” Murmu said.

The president said that the
IFoS officers’ responsibilities
extend beyond conservation
alone.

“Ecological protection must
be harmonised with the legiti-
mate aspirations of people who
live in and around forests.
Development and conservation
should not be viewed as oppos-
ing goals. You should work

towards solutions where both
nature and communities can
thrive together,” she said. 

Addressing the officers, the

president said they are not 
only administrators of forests but
the custodians of India’s natural
heritage.

“Your role has become more
significant today. The world is
facing the challenges of climate
change and biodiversity loss.
Forests are central to addressing
these challenges.

“They conserve biodiversity,
regulate local climates and sustain
the livelihoods of millions of
people. Your work will therefore
contribute not only to India’s
environmental security but also to
global efforts towards sustain-
able development,” she said.

Asserting that technology is
becoming indispensable for 
environmental governance,
Murmu said that the use of tech-
nology enables better monitoring
of forest health, wildlife move-
ments, fire prevention and
restoration efforts.

“However, you should remem-
ber that technology can never be
a substitute for human touch,
ethical decision-making and com-

passion. The best decisions often
emerge when scientific evidence
is combined with wisdom gained
through experience and dialogue
with people,” she said.

The president said that their
integrity must remain unques-
tionable. “Your words should
reflect humility. You must lead
from the front, particularly during
difficult situations. You should
always remember that empathy
is one of the finest qualities of a
public servant,” Murmu said.

She said that public service is
about improving the lives of
people and contributing to the
nation’s progress.

“Ecological security is integral
to the national goal of Viksit
Bharat by 2047. I am confident
that as Indian Forest Service offi-
cers, you will play a defining role
in ensuring that India’s progress
remains green, inclusive and sus-
tainable,” the president said. 

Conservation effective when communities are stakeholders: President Murmu

CPI(M) concerned
over Wangchuk’s
health, announces
nationwide
protests on July 20

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

The Communist Party of India
(Marxist) [CPI(M)] has expressed
concern over the reported dete-
rioration in the health of social
activist Sonam Wangchuk, who
the party said is on a hunger
strike demanding the resigna-
tion of Union Education
Minister Dharmendra Pradhan
over the alleged NEET examina-
tion paper leak.

In a statement issued by its
Polit Bureau, the CPI(M) criti-
cised the Union Government
for what it described as its
refusal to engage with protest-
ing students and leaders. 

The party alleged that the
Government’s response
reflected “insensitivity and
authoritarianism” amid
ongoing protests over alleged
irregularities in the conduct of
the National Eligibility-cum-
Entrance Test (NEET).

The CPI(M) also linked the
alleged examination irregu-
larities to the National
Education Policy (NEP) 2020,
claiming that the policy’s
emphasis on centralisation
and commercialisation of
education had contributed to
the rapid growth of the
coaching industry. 

The party further alleged
that these developments,
along with what it termed the
“communalisation” of educa-
tion, were among the under-
lying causes of paper leaks
and other examination-
related irregularities.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

The BJP on Friday criticised
the Congress after its Lok
Sabha MP Mohammed Jawed
claimed that Sanskrit came
from outside, and said this
reflects the party’s appease-
ment mindset and its habit of
insulting Indian identity and
civilisation.

The BJP’s reaction came
after a video clip, purported-
ly showing Jawed saying that
Urdu originated in India,
unlike Sanskrit and English.

In the video, Jawed, MP
from Bihar’s Kishanganj con-
stituency, was purportedly
heard saying, “In Bihar, Urdu
is the second language. We
will not allow the second
language to be wiped out like
this. We want Urdu, which is
the language of the people of
Hindustan and did not come
from outside, to be preserved.

“Sanskrit  came from
outside, English came from
outside. Hindi and Urdu are
our languages; they originat-
ed in Hindustan.”

Responding to the remarks,
BJP spokesperson Pradeep
Bhandari, in a post on social

media, said this thought can
only come from those who
do not believe in Sanatan.

“For those who regard
Babur as their ideal, Sanskrit
is a foreign language. Every
Indian language belongs to
India. This statement clearly
reflects a mindset of appease-
ment,” he said in a video post.

“They called the Ram
Temple useless, and now
they are calling Sanskrit a
foreign language. Such think-
ing was characteristic of the
Mughals. They consider
invaders as their ideals and
call Lord Shri Ram imagi-
nary,” he claimed.

Another BJP spokesperson,
Shehzad Poonawalla, said

the Congress has a history of
insulting India, its identity
and civilisation.

“We have seen not only
Sam Pitroda saying that
Indians look like Africans and
Chinese, but now a Congress
MP has claimed that Sanskrit
came from outside. Everyone
knows Sanskrit is an Indian
language. It is a language of
India and was born out of
India’s civilisational heritage,”
he said in a video statement.

Members of Congress
whose leaders came from
abroad -- a reference to Sonia
Gandhi’s Italian origin --
should stop claiming that
Sanskrit came from outside
India, Poonawalla said.

“Their leaders are import-
ed, their party was formed by
imported powers and foreign
forces, by the British. They are
making such claims. The
Congress was formed by
Allan Octavian Hume. It has
had many foreign presidents.

“Sonia Gandhi herself came
from Italy, and Rahul Gandhi
loves to be abroad rather
than in India. Maybe they
should stop insulting Indian
identity, Indian culture and
Indian civilisation,” he said. 

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

The BJP on Friday criticised
the Congress for allegedly
opposing the Centre’s move
to table a Bill that provides
for punishment for insult-
ing or obstructing the
mandatory singing of
Vande Mataram at official
events, in the upcoming
Parliament session. The
ruling party said the
Congress has historically
shown disrespect towards
the national song.

The Government has
listed the Prevention of
Insults to National Honour
(Amendment) Bill — which
seeks to give the national
song Vande Mataram the
same statutory protection
as the national anthem
Jana Gana Mana — for intro-
duction in the Lok Sabha
during the Monsoon
session beginning July 20.

A bulletin issued by the
Lok Sabha Secretariat said
the Bill has been listed for
introduction, consideration
and passing.

BJP national spokesper-

son Shehzad Poonawalla
alleged that instead of wel-
coming the move and cel-
ebrating 150 years of Vande
Mataram, the Congress has
a problem with it.

“Congress and its ecosys-
tem hate Vande Mataram.
The Government is bringing
the Prevention of Insults to
National Honour Act in
order to give Vande
Mataram, as the national
song, the same respect
given to the national flag
and the national anthem.
But instead of welcoming
this, instead of celebrating
the 150 years of Vande

Mataram, Congress has a
problem with it,” he said in
a video statement.

Poonawalla alleged that
the first Prime Minister,
Jawaharlal Nehru, divided
the national song into two
parts under pressure from
the Muslim League, and
that several  Congress
leaders refused to sing even
the first two stanzas.

“Nehru ji divided the
song into two parts.
Congress and many of its
leaders refused to sing
Vande Mataram even when
there were only the first
two stanzas. Whether it is

Siddaramaiah, the Madhya
Pradesh Congress, or Sonia
Gandhi, we have seen that
they have a hatred towards
Vande Mataram,” he said.

The BJP spokesperson
claimed that while the
Congress “eulogises”
Naxals and has a “soft
corner” for terrorists, it con-
tinues to display hatred
towards Vande Mataram.

“Even now, they hate
Vande Mataram; this shows
their mindset. They can
eulogise Hidma, say ‘Naxali
shaheed hai’ (Naxals are
martyrs); they can have a
soft corner for terrorists
like Afzal and Yakub. But
when it comes to Bharat
Mata and Vande Mataram,
they have a problem. This
shows that it is not the
INC,  Indian National
Congress, but ANC, Anti-
National Congress,” he said.

“Back then, they opposed
Vande Mataram under pres-
sure from the Muslim
League. Today, they contin-
ue to oppose Vande
Mataram because they are in
alliance with the Muslim
League in Kerala,” he added. 

BJP slams Congress MP Jawed over
remark that Sanskrit came from outside

Jagannath chariots reach
Puri’s Gundicha temple

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n Puri

The chariots of Lord Jagannath
and his siblings deities
reached their destination of
Shree Gundicha Temple here
on Friday afternoon, a day
after the Rath Yatra. 

Shree Jagannath Temple
Administration’s (SJTA) chief
administrator Arabinda
Padhee said that according
to tradition, the idols will
remain on their chariots for
the night and be carried into
the Shree Gundicha Temple,
considered the birthplace of
the sibling deities, on
Saturday evening. The
return car festival, called
Bahuda Yatra, will be held
on July 24. 

The three chariots could
not reach the Shree
Gundicha Temple, around
2.6 kilometres from the 12th-
century Jagannath Temple,
on Thursday due to a delay
in the ritual of moving the
idols from the sanctum
sanctorum to the carriages.

As per tradition, the char-
iots cannot be pulled after
sundown. Though the car-
riages were scheduled to
reach Shree Gundicha
temple by Thursday
evening, the chariot pulling
was suspended around 7
pm due to fading light and
it resumed on Friday
morning, an official said.

Lord Balabhadra’s
Taladhwaja chariot, which
began moving at 5.10 pm on
Thursday against its sched-
uled time of 4 pm, stopped
at Market Chhak after cover-

ing around 700 metres on
the Grand Road.

Devi Subhadra’s
Darpadalana chariot halted
at Marichikote Chhak after
covering around 400
metres,  while Lord
Jagannath’s Nandighosha
chariot was pulled only for
a few yards and remained
near the main gate of the
12th-century shrine. 

Shree Gundicha Temple is
considered the birthplace of
the sibling deities.

The idols were kept on
their chariots on Thursday
night, and lakhs of devotees
jostled to catch a glimpse of
the deities amid tight 
security. “There was no
closure of ‘darsan’ all night,”
Padhee said. 

In a video message, Puri’s
titular king,  Gajapati
Maharaja Dibyasingha Deb,
who is also the chairman of
the Shree Jagannath Temple
Managing Committee
(SJTMC),  said,  “There 
is  nothing wrong in 
chariot pulling continuing
the day after the scheduled
Rath Yatra.”

“Many a time, chariots
cannot reach their destina-
tion on time, and they are
pulled the next day. The
chariot pulling was halted
on Thursday due to
sundown,” he said.

Thousands of devotees
spent Thursday night in the
holy town braving inclement
weather and began pulling
the chariots with renewed
vigour on Friday morning,
chanting ‘Jai Jagannath ‘ and
‘Hari bol ‘.

BJP criticises Congress for opposing
bill to honour Vande Mataram

A large number of devotees gather around the chariots of Lord Jagannath,
Lord Balabhadra and Goddess Subhadra near the Shree Gundicha
Temple during the annual Rath Yatra festival in Puri, Odisha PTI

Climate activist Sonam Wangchuk
being attended by a medical
professional during protest at the
Jantar Mantar in New Delhi PTI

President Droupadi Murmu in a group photograph with probationers of the Indian Forest
Service during a meeting at Rashtrapati Bhavan Cultural Centre in New Delhi PTI

BJP national spokesperson Shehzad Poonawalla

5 dead as train hits car at crossing in West Bengal
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Serious Allegations Against Daksh Hospital: Woman 
Claims Surgical Mop Was Left Inside After C-Section

Family claims the mop 
remained inside for 
nearly two months, 
with treatment 
costing ₹15 lakh; 
Collector orders 
medical inquiry, action 
if negligence is 
established.

n FAIR REPORT 
CHITTORGARH

Daksh Hospital in Kumbha 
Nagar has once again come 
under serious allegations. 
This time, a surgical mop 
allegedly used during a Cae-
sarean (C-section) delivery 
was left inside a woman’s 

abdomen. The victim’s fam-
ily has alleged that the hos-
pital’s negligence put the 
woman’s life at risk, caused 
a serious infection in her 
body, and forced them to 
take her to Ahmedabad for 
treatment. Around ₹15 lakh 
has been spent on her treat-
ment so far. Considering the 
seriousness of  the case, Dis-
trict Collector Dr. Manju 
has ordered a medical in-
quiry by forming a medical 
team. If  negligence by the 
doctors or the hospital man-
agement is found during the 
investigation, legal action, 
including an FIR, may be 

registered against them. 
The victim’s husband, Loke-
sh Choudhary, said that his 
pregnant wife, Jaya Choud-
hary, was admitted to Daksh 
Hospital on May 2 after com-
plications during pregnan-
cy. Dr. Pratibha Sanadhya 

performed a C-section, and 
a baby boy was born. The 
mother and child were dis-
charged from the hospital 
on May 6 after staying for 
four days. The family said 
that about 10 days later, Jaya 
started suffering from se-
vere stomach pain, fever, 
and continuous vomiting. 
She was first treated locally 
and later examined at Birla 
Hospital, but her condition 
continued to worsen. On 
June 24, she was taken to 
Zydus Hospital in 
Ahmedabad, where doctors 
found a surgical mop left 
inside her abdomen during 

the earlier operation. It was 
removed through another 
surgery on June 27. The 
family alleged that the in-
fection damaged her large 
intestine and liver, and be-
cause she remained hospi-
talized for a long time, the 
newborn baby was also de-
prived of  his mother’s milk. 
Meanwhile, Dr. Pratibha 
Sanadhya denied all the al-
legations. She said that the 
woman was completely 
healthy when she was dis-
charged after the operation. 
According to her, if  there 
had been any problem, the 
patient should have re-

turned to the hospital for a 
check-up. She also said that 
the claim of  a mop being 
found after two months is 
not correct. The matter is 
now under investigation by 
the district administration. 
The medical team will ex-
amine the operation re-
cords, medical documents, 
and all treatment-related 
details. Daksh Hospital has 
faced controversies in the 
past as well. Now, all eyes 
are on how fair the investi-
gation will be and what ac-
tion the administration 
takes if  negligence is estab-
lished.

No Teacher Appointments for 
Two Years, Villagers Lock School 
and Protest for Three Hours
Studies of 270 
students disrupted as 
Science, Mathematics 
and English Grade II 
teacher posts remain 
vacant; school 
reopened after MLA’s 
assurance

n FAIR REPORT 
CHITTORGARH
Angry over the shortage 
of  teachers, villagers 
locked the main gate of  
the Government Senior 
Secondary School at Neta-
walgarh Pachhli on Fri-
day morning and staged a 
protest for nearly three 
hours. They said the lock 
would not be opened until 
the administration gave a 
written assurance to ap-
point teachers. According 
to the villagers, around 
270 students from Netaw-
al, Ramram Chowk and 
Netawalgarh Pachhli 
study in the school. Sec-
ond Grade teacher posts 
have been vacant for near-
ly two years, badly affect-
ing the studies of  Class 9 
and 10 students. The only 
Second Grade Science 
teacher was recently 
transferred, leaving Sci-
ence classes without a 
regular teacher. The posts 

of  Second Grade Mathe-
matics and English teach-
ers have also remained 
vacant for more than a 
year, creating serious 
problems for board class 
students. Villagers also 
said that the posts of  Prin-
cipal and Vice Principal 
have been vacant for the 
last four years. At present, 
the school’s administrative 
work is being handled by 
First Grade Political Sci-
ence Lecturer Anita Geel 
as an additional responsi-
bility. The protesters said 
they had submitted several 
memorandums to the Edu-
cation Department and the 
district administration, 
but no action had been 
taken. Left with no other 

option, they locked the 
school and demanded the 
immediate appointment of  
Second Grade teachers so 
that classes could run 
smoothly. They also 
warned that the protest 
would become stronger if  
their demands were not 
met soon. After receiving 
information about the pro-
test, local MLA Chandrab-
han Singh Akya spoke to 
the villagers. He assured 
them that the education of  
students would not be af-
fected and that teachers 
would soon be arranged on 
deputation. Following the 
MLA’s assurance, the vil-
lagers removed the lock 
and academic activities at 
the school resumed.

Two Four-Wheelers Stolen in Six 
Days, Vehicle Theft Gang Active 
Again in Chittorgarh
Old Thar stolen 
with a master key, 
new Creta stolen 
using an electronic 
device; both thefts 
captured on CCTV, 
concern grows 
over rising vehicle 
thefts

n FAIR REPORT 
CHITTORGARH
Vehicle thieves are once 
again active in the city, and 
now even four-wheelers 
are not safe. During the 
last two months, several 
motorcycle thefts have 
been reported. Now, within 
just six days, an Old Mahi-
ndra Thar and a Hyundai 
Creta worth more than ₹26 
lakh were stolen from two 
different residential colo-
nies under Kotwali police 
station limits. Both inci-
dents were captured on 
CCTV cameras. Police sus-
pect that an organised ve-
hicle theft gang may be in-
volved and have started an 
investigation. The first 
theft took place in Pannad-
hay Colony late at night. A 
thief  stole an Old Mahin-
dra Thar worth around ₹6 

lakh from outside a house 
in just five minutes using a 
master key. CCTV footage 
shows the accused first 
checking the area before 
stealing the vehicle. The 
owner, Ravi Prakash Shar-
ma, said that his motorcy-
cle was also stolen from 
outside his house two 
years ago, but it has still 
not been recovered. The 
second theft took place in 
Kabir Colony, where a new 
Hyundai Creta worth 
around ₹20.5 lakh was sto-
len from outside the house 
of  a marble businessman. 
According to CCTV foot-
age, the thieves arrived in 
another Creta SUV. They 
surveyed the area three 
times over about 45 min-

utes. Later, one of  them 
broke the car window and 
used a tablet-like electron-
ic device to access the vehi-
cle’s system and start the 
car within a few minutes. 
The car’s GPS tracker 
stopped working near 
Ochhadi Toll Plaza, and its 
location could not be 
traced after that. Although 
the methods were differ-
ent, both thefts showed 
careful planning and the 
use of  modern techniques. 
The increasing number of  
vehicle thefts has raised 
concern among residents. 
People have demanded that 
police increase night pa-
trolling and take strict ac-
tion against the active ve-
hicle theft gang.

MP C.P. Joshi Pushes ₹45.08 
Crore Chittorgarh Railway 
Station Redevelopment Plan

Modern three-storey 
station building, six 
lifts, wider FOB and 
improved passenger 
facilities proposed; pit 
line demand raised to 
increase train 
operations

n FAIR REPORT 
CHITTORGARH

Chittorgarh MP C.P. Joshi, 
along with MLA Chan-
drabhan Singh Akya, re-
viewed the proposed rede-
velopment works of  Chit-
torgarh Railway Station 
under the Gati Shakti pro-
gramme on Friday. During 
the visit, the MP held de-
tailed discussions with 
railway officials on the 
master plan and directed 
them to speed up the pro-
ject, keeping future pas-
senger requirements in 
mind. The redevelopment 
project, estimated at ₹45.08 

crore, has been planned to 
meet the needs of  the next 
50 years and has been sent 
to the Railway Board for 
approval. According to of-
ficials, the master plan, 
building plan, floor plan 
and circulation plan will 
be forwarded to the West-
ern Railway headquarters 
in Mumbai for final ap-
proval. Under the propos-

al, the old structures from 
the former RMS building 
to the present booking 
hall and reservation office 
will be removed to con-
struct a modern three-
storey station building. A 
6-metre-wide Foot Over 
Bridge (FOB) will connect 
the station to the western 
side, while the entry road 
from Meera Gate will also 

be widened. Old railway 
quarters, the union office, 
GPF office and reserva-
tion office will be relocat-
ed. To improve accessibil-
ity, six lifts will be in-
stalled on the platforms 
under the Accessible In-
dia Campaign (Sugam 
Bharat Abhiyan), benefit-
ing senior citizens, per-
sons with disabilities and 

other passengers. During 
the visit, MP Joshi also 
spoke with senior Railway 
Ministry officials and 
asked them to prepare a 
proposal for a pit line at 
Chittorgarh station. He 
said the facility would al-
low train washing and 
regular maintenance to be 
carried out locally, mak-
ing it possible to intro-
duce and terminate more 
trains from Chittorgarh. 
At present, four trains 
originate and terminate at 
the station. MP Joshi said 
the redevelopment is not 
just a construction project 
but an important step to-
wards developing Chittor-
garh Railway Station into 
a modern, safe and pas-
senger-friendly transport 
hub. He directed officials 
to complete the work with 
quality and within the 
stipulated time.

Progress of Panch 
Gaurav, Road Safety, 
Jal Jeevan Mission 
and Health Services 
reviewed through 
video conference; 
officials asked to 
ensure timely 
implementation

n FAIR REPORT 
CHITTORGARH
Rajasthan Chief  Secretary V. 
Srinivas on Friday reviewed 
the progress of  Panch 
Gaurav Programme, Road 
Safety, Jal Jeevan Mission 
and Health Services through 
a video conference with Dis-
trict Collectors, Superinten-
dents of  Police and other 
senior officials from across 
the state. During the meeting, 
the Chief  Secretary directed 
officials to ensure that the 
state’s priority schemes 
reach people in a transparent 
and time-bound manner. He 
asked all departments to 
work in better coordination, 
remove pending issues 
quickly and regularly moni-
tor the progress of  govern-
ment programmes. While 
reviewing the Panch Gaurav 

Programme, he instructed 
officials to complete all iden-
tified development works 
within the prescribed time-
line while maintaining qual-
ity and encouraging public 
participation. During the 
Road Safety review, he 
stressed the need to reduce 
road accidents by improving 
black spots, promoting the 
use of  helmets and seat belts, 
and taking regular action 
against overspeeding and 
drunk driving. He also di-
rected officials to strengthen 
public awareness campaigns 
on road safety. Reviewing the 
Jal Jeevan Mission, the Chief  
Secretary asked officials to 
ensure safe and regular 
drinking water supply to 
every rural household. He 
also directed them to closely 

monitor the progress and 
quality of  projects and com-
plete pending works on prior-
ity. While reviewing Health 
Services, he instructed offi-
cials to ensure the availabili-
ty of  essential medicines, 
medical equipment and 
healthcare facilities in hospi-
tals. He also stressed the need 
for quality treatment for pa-
tients and proper prepared-
ness to prevent seasonal dis-
eases. From Chittorgarh, 
District Collector Dr. Manju, 
Superintendent of  Police 
Dharmendra Yadav, Zila 
Parishad CEO Vinay Pathak 
and other district-level offic-
ers attended the meeting 
through video conference 
from the Public Grievance 
Centre of  the Information 
Technology Department.

Chief Secretary Reviews Key 
Government Schemes, Gives 

Directions to District Officials

Food Safety Raid at 
Chokhi Dhani Raises 

Serious Concerns 
Over Kitchen Hygiene
n FAIR REPORT 
JAIPUR

One of  Rajasthan’s most 
iconic hospitality desti-
nations, Chokhi Dhani, 
came under the scanner 
on Friday after a surprise 
inspection by the Jaipur 
Food Safety Department 
allegedly uncovered seri-
ous food safety violations, 
raising concerns over hy-
giene standards at the 
popular restaurant.

The inspection was 
conducted by the Food 
Safety team under the 
Chief  Medical and Health 
Officer (Jaipur-II) follow-
ing a complaint lodged 
through the state’s 181 
helpline.

According to officials, 
the team seized 90 kg of  
cashew pieces that alleg-
edly lacked mandatory 
labeling, including the 
manufacturing date, ex-
piry date and batch de-
tails, making their trace-
ability and shelf  life im-
possible to verify.

The inspection also 
flagged the cooking oil 
used in the kitchen. Food 
Safety and Drug Control 
Commissioner Dr. T. 
Shubhamangala said the 
Total Polar Compounds 

(TPC) level in the refined 
soybean oil used for fry-
ing potatoes was found to 
be 31%, exceeding the 
25% limit prescribed un-
der food safety regula-
tions. Elevated TPC levels 
indicate repeated use and 
degradation of  cooking 
oil, which may pose 
health risks if  consumed 
over time.

Officials collected sam-
ples of  the oil and sent 
them to the State Food 
Laboratory for detailed 
analysis. Authorities said 
further action under the 
Food Safety and Stand-
ards Act will be initiated 
based on the laboratory 
findings.

The raid has sparked 
wider concerns about 
food safety standards at 
high-profile hospitality 
establishments. Chokhi 
Dhani, which attracts 
thousands of  domestic 
and international visi-
tors every year, has long 
been regarded as a sym-
bol of  authentic Ra-
jasthani cuisine and cul-
ture. The outcome of  the 
laboratory investigation 
is now expected to deter-
mine the next course of  
regulatory action.

Jitendra Singh to address 
National Workshop on 

Pension Litigation in Delhi
n FAIR REPORT 
NEW DELHI

Union Minister Dr. Jitendra 
Singh will address the ple-
nary session of  the 2nd Na-
tional Workshop on Pension 
Litigation in New Delhi on 
Saturday. Organised by the 
Department of  Pension and 
Pensioners’ Welfare (DoP-
PW), the workshop will be 
held at the Dr. Ambedkar 
International Centre and 
bring together nodal offic-
ers, panel counsels from 
various ministries, and le-
gal experts to discuss ways 
to improve the handling of  

pension-related disputes. 
The workshop aims to iden-
tify the common reasons 
behind pension litigation, 
including delays in process-
ing pension benefits, differ-
ences in interpreting pen-
sion rules, issues related to 
family pensions, and dis-
parities in pension pay-
ments among similarly 
placed retirees.Participants 
will explore measures to re-
solve such issues efficiently 
and reduce the number of  
court cases through better 
coordination between min-
istries and legal authorities.


