
BEYOND THE BLUE: JAIPUR SCHOLAR’S DOCTORATE 
SHINES LIGHT ON A CRAFT FIGHTING FOR SURVIVAL

In the Pink City, where 
heritage is celebrated 
but not always sus-

tained, one scholar has 
turned the spotlight on an 
art form whose future 
hangs in the balance. Apex 
University has awarded a 
Doctor of  Philosophy 
(Ph.D.) in the Faculty of  
Management to Durgesh 

Doraya for his research, 
“Problems and Prospects 
of  Jaipur Blue Pottery In-
dustry,” completed under 
the guidance of  Professor 
Dr. Garima Mishra.

Far from being a study 
of  nostalgia, Doraya’s 
work examines Jaipur’s 
iconic blue pottery as an 
industry battling econom-
ic uncertainty, changing 
consumer preferences, 
and the gradual disap-

pearance of  skilled arti-
sans. At a time when herit-
age crafts across Ra-
jasthan are struggling to 
remain commercially via-
ble, the research asks a 
question that extends be-
yond art: Can tradition 
survive without becoming 
economically sustainable?

Blue pottery itself  de-

fies convention. Despite 
its name, it contains no 
clay. Crafted from quartz 
powder, powdered glass, 
Multani mitti, gum and 
water, the centuries-old 
technique traces its ori-
gins to Persian and Cen-
tral Asian ceramic tradi-
tions before finding a 
home in Jaipur. Histori-
ans believe the craft flour-
ished under the patronage 
of  Maharaja Sawai Ram 
Singh II, but by the mid-
twentieth century it had 
nearly vanished.

Its remarkable revival 
is credited to Padma Shri 
Kripal Singh Shekhawat, 
whose vision transformed 
a fading craft into one of  
Rajasthan’s most recog-
nisable artistic identities. 
Supported by Rajmata 

Gayatri Devi and cultural 
icon Kamaladevi Chatto-

padhyay, Shekhawat ex-
panded the traditional 

colour palette and restored 
global recognition to 
Jaipur’s signature craft. 
Doraya’s doctoral research 
shifts the conversation 
from heritage to hard eco-
nomics. Instead of  treat-
ing blue pottery merely as 
a cultural treasure, the 
study analyses production 
costs, marketing challeng-
es, supply chains, artisan 
livelihoods and the indus-
try’s long-term sustaina-
bility. The thesis argues 
that preserving tradition-
al crafts demands more 
than admiration—it re-
quires sound business 
strategies, stronger mar-
ket linkages and policy 
support.

The research arrives at 
a critical juncture when 
many artisan families are 

abandoning inherited 
skills in search of  more 
secure livelihoods. With-
out commercial viability, 
even the most celebrated 
traditions risk fading into 
museum displays rather 
than living workshops.

By applying the disci-
pline of  management 
studies to one of  Ra-
jasthan’s oldest craft tradi-
tions, Doraya’s work sends 
a powerful message: herit-
age cannot survive on sen-
timent alone. It must also 
succeed in the market-
place. In doing so, the the-
sis offers not just an aca-
demic contribution but a 
blueprint for safeguarding 
one of  Jaipur’s most en-
during symbols of  crafts-
manship before its colours 
fade once again.

Hemraj Tikam 
chand Tiwari
By Special Feature Desk
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FAIR REPORTFAIR REPORT
n FAIR REPORT 
SRIHARIKOTA 
In a defin-ing milestone, Sky-
root Aero-space Saturday 
launched the country’s first 
private orbital rocket and suc-
cessfully placed multiple tech-
nology-demon-stration pay-
loads into the de-sired orbit, 
making India the third country 
with private or-bital launch ca-
pabilities after the US and Chi-
na. The four-stage, seven-sto-
rey-tall Vikram-1 rocket lift-ed 
off  majestically at 12.05 pm 
amid cloudy skies from the first 
launch pad of  ISRO’S Satish 
Dhawan Space Centre here, 
leaving behind plumes of  or-
ange smoke and marking a new 
era in the country’s space mis-
sions.The Hyderabad-based 
com-pany, which carries the 
slo-gan “Redefining access to 
space. Your fast track to the or-
bit. On-demand launch ve-hicle 
for rapid, precise, and custom-
izable small satellite deploy-
ments”- on its website, de-
scribed Saturday’s mission 

‘Aagaman’ (arrival) as a “grand 
success”. The rocket, named 
after Vikram Sarabhai, the fa-
ther of  India’s space pro-
gramme, also carried payloads 
that had post-cards, including 
from Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, who called the mission a 
“defining moment” in the 
country’s space journey. The 
postcards, loaded into special-
ised “payload lock-ers”, were 
placed into Low HERE Earth 
orbit (LEO). It also carried two 
symbol-ic payloads -Cosmic 
Bloom, an “artistic lab-grown 
dia-mond” in the shape of  a lo-
tus, and a tiny gold rocket with 
micro-sculptures of  three of  
India’s best-known space sci-
entists - Vikram Sarabhai, Sir 
CV Raman and former Presi-
dent APJ Abdul Kalam. Ac-
cording to the company, the 
engineering data collected dur-
ing this test flight will be ana-
lysed to validate guidance and 
navigation systems and to 
guide future refinements for 
commercial satellite missions.
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From Tea With Villagers to Development Promises

CM Bhajan Lal Blends Grassroots 
Outreach With Governance Push

n FAIR REPORT 
NAGAUR

Swapping conference 
rooms for village path-
ways, Rajasthan Chief  
Minister Bhajan Lal Shar-
ma began his day with an 
early morning walk 
through Tilanesh village in 
Nagaur district, using in-
formal conversations with 
residents to gauge the im-
pact of  government wel-
fare schemes while an-
nouncing a fresh round of  
local development projects.

During the visit, Shar-
ma engaged with young 
people on issues ranging 
from education and skill 
development to self-em-
ployment and job opportu-
nities. He also interacted 
with senior citizens to as-
sess whether they were re-
ceiving social security pen-
sions and benefits under 
various state welfare pro-
grammes.

In conversations with 

schoolchildren, the Chief  
Minister enquired about 
their education, career as-
pirations and future ambi-
tions, before joining villag-
ers over tea for an open 
discussion on the area’s 
development priorities.

Responding to local de-
mands, Sharma announced 
the establishment of  a vil-
lage library and an Atal 
Gyan Kendra, along with 
the construction of  a bitu-
men road connecting Ram-
sari village to the Jobner–
Butati State Highway at an 
estimated cost of  ₹1.18 crore. 

He also approved the beau-
tification and restoration of  
the village’s Shiv Sagar 
Talab, aiming to improve 
both local infrastructure 
and water conservation. 
The visit also carried an en-
vironmental message. Un-
der the ‘Ek Ped Maa Ke 
Naam’ campaign, the Chief  
Minister planted a sapling 
on the embankment of  Shiv 
Sagar Talab and urged resi-
dents to not only plant trees 
but also ensure their long-
term care, linking environ-
mental stewardship with 
community participation. 

Concluding the visit, Shar-
ma offered prayers at the 
Shri Charbhuja Nath Ji 
Temple and the Veer Tejaji 
Temple, praying for the 
peace, prosperity and well-
being of  the people of  Ra-
jasthan. The outreach re-
flected the Chief  Minister’s 
continuing strategy of  com-
bining direct public inter-
action with on-the-spot gov-
ernance, using village vis-
its not merely as symbolic 
engagements but as plat-
forms to translate grass-
roots feedback into develop-
ment commitments.

n FAIR REPORT 
SILIGURI

Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah on Saturday paid trib-
ute to the Border Security 
Force (BSF), describing its 
personnel as “India’s invinci-
ble fortress” while interact-
ing with soldiers deployed at 
the Jumagachh Border Out-
post in West Bengal’s Siliguri 
region. Sharing tea with BSF 
jawans stationed along one of  
the country’s strategically 
significant frontiers, Shah 
lauded their unwavering 
commitment to safeguarding 
India’s borders under de-
manding conditions. “The 
BSF’s valour stands as India’s 
invincible fortress on the bor-

der,” Shah said, expressing 
his appreciation for the 
force’s vigilance and sacri-
fice. He added that he was 
delighted to interact with the 
jawans during a high-tea ses-
sion at the forward border 
post. The visit carried sym-
bolic significance, underscor-
ing the Union government’s 
emphasis on recognising the 
morale and dedication of  se-
curity personnel serving in 
challenging operational envi-
ronments. The Siliguri cor-
ridor, often referred to as the 
“Chicken’s Neck,” is among 
India’s most strategically sen-
sitive regions, making the 
BSF’s role in border manage-
ment particularly crucial.

‘India’s Invincible Fortress’: 
Amit Shah Salutes BSF 

Personnel During Border 
Visit in West Bengal

PH.D. 
AWARDED 

TO DURGESH 
DORAYA

n FAIR REPORT 
JAIPUR
Apex University, 
Jaipur has awarded 
Durgesh Doraya the 
degree of  Doctor of  
Philosophy (Ph.D.) in 
the Faculty of  Man-
agement for the the-
sis titled “Problems 
and Prospects of  
Jaipur Blue Pottery 
Industry.” The re-
search was success-
fully completed un-
der the guidance of  
Professor Dr. Garima 
Mishra.

RPSC Opens Correction and 
Withdrawal Window for Three 

Key Recruitment Exams
n FAIR REPORT 
AJMER

The Rajasthan Public Service 
Commission (RPSC) has 
thrown open a correction and 
withdrawal window for can-
didates who have applied to 
three of  its ongoing recruit-
ment examinations, giving 
thousands of  aspirants a last 
chance to set right errors — or 
walk back applications filed 
in error — before the process 
moves to its next stage. The 
facility, which opened on July 
18 and will remain active till 
July 24, 2026, applies to the As-
sistant Prosecution Officer 
(Preliminary) Examina-
tion-2026, the Inspector Facto-
ries and Boilers Examina-
tion-2025, and the Inspector 
Factories (Chemical) Exami-
nation-2025. For a recruit-
ment system that has, in re-
cent years, come under re-
peated scrutiny over proce-
dural lapses and candidate 
grievances, the window sig-
nals an attempt at course cor-
rection — literally — before 
errors harden into disqualifi-
cations.

What Can Be Fixed, 
What Cannot
The commission has been spe-
cific about the limits of  the 
correction facility. Candidates 
can amend most fields in their 
submitted forms, but four cat-
egories remain firmly off-lim-
its: name, father’s name, pho-
tograph, date of  birth, and 
gender. The logic is straightfor-
ward — these are identity 
markers that, if  left open to 
correction, could be exploited 
to alter eligibility after the fact. 
Anything else, from address 
details to category particulars, 
falls within the correction 
window’s scope. Equally sig-
nificant is the provision allow-
ing candidates who filed appli-
cations without meeting eligi-
bility criteria to withdraw 
them altogether. RPSC has 
been direct in its messaging 
here: those who knowingly or 
unknowingly submitted 
forms with false or incorrect 
information, and who fail to 
withdraw despite not qualify-
ing, will have only themselves 
to blame for the consequences 
that follow.
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Mizoram and Assam have agreed to strengthen cooperation
in the tourism sector, with the two neighbouring States
seeking closer coordination to boost footfalls and promote
the northeast as a premier travel destination, officials said.
The discussions took place during a meeting between
Mizoram Tourism Minister Lalnghinglova Hmar and his
Assam counterpart Ajanta Neog at the latter’s official
residence in Guwahati on Saturday.

Highlighting Mizoram’s growing tourism potential, Hmar
said the state has witnessed a significant rise in tourist
arrivals since being connected to the railway network in
September last year. He said that a majority of visitors to
Mizoram came from Assam, making closer collaboration
between the two states essential for the growth of the
tourism industry.

“Most tourists visiting Mizoram come from Assam. This
underscores the need for stronger cooperation between our
states in tourism-related activities, and I am confident that
our partnership will continue to grow,” Hmar was quoted as
saying in an official release. (PTI)

States Focus

Mizoram, Assam pledge to
strengthen tourism partnership

Multiple Rafale aircraft of the Indian Air Force (IAF) will be
part of the mega international air exercise ‘Pitch Black’
being hosted by Australia from July 20 to August 7,
officials said. The exercise will sharpen operational
synergy and facilitate the exchange of best practices, the
Indian Air Force (IAF) said on Friday.

Pitch Dark is the Royal Australian Air Force’s (RAAF)
largest international exercise featuring complex, combat-
like scenarios across one of the largest military training
areas in the world over a three-week period in Darwin,
according to the RAAF’s website. (PTI)

IAF’s Rafale to be part of Pitch
Black exercise in Australia

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

The Communist Party of India
(CPI) on Saturday strongly
condemned the destruction
of a statue of Mahapandit
Rahul Sankrityayan at
Raniganj in West Bengal,
describing the incident as an
attack on India’s progressive
and democratic heritage.

In a statement issued on
Saturday, CPI General Secretary
D. Raja termed the vandalism
a “reprehensible act of politi-
cal and ideological vandal-
ism” targeting one of India’s
leading scholars, freedom
fighters, Marxist thinkers and
public intellectuals.

The party noted that Rahul
Sankrityayan was not only a
renowned literary figure but
also a prominent leader of
the CPI. It highlighted that he
had served as the National
President of the All India

Kisan Sabha in 1940 and
had dedicated his life to the
struggles of peasants,
workers and other margin-
alized sections of society.

The CPI alleged that the
incident reflected a broader
pattern of attacks on the
country’s progressive tradi-
tions. In its statement, the
party blamed the political
climate under the BJP-led
Government for creating an
atmosphere in which such
incidents occur, alleging that
there are attempts to under-
mine India’s rationalist,

secular and Left traditions
and replace them with a
communal narrative.

Calling the destruction of
the statue part of this larger
ideological campaign, the
CPI demanded the immedi-
ate arrest of those responsi-
ble and sought exemplary
punishment for the perpe-
trators. It also called for the
statue to be restored
without delay.

The party further
appealed to democratic,
secular and progressive
organisations, as well as
writers, artists, intellectuals
and citizens, to unite in
opposing what it described
as efforts to erase the legacy
of leaders who worked for
freedom, scientific temper,
social justice and equality.

Authorities in West Bengal
had not issued an official
statement on the incident at
the time of publication.

CPI condemns destruction of Rahul
Sankrityayan statue in West Bengal

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

The Supreme Court is set to
hear on July 20 a batch of
pleas seeking a fair and time-
bound probe into the alleged
embezzlement of donations
at the Ram temple in
Ayodhya.

As per the apex court’s
cause list for July 20, four sep-
arate pleas related to the
issue would come up for
hearing before a bench com-
prising Chief Justice Surya
Kant and Justices Joymalya
Bagchi and V Mohana.

On July 13, the top court
agreed to hear these pleas
and directed the Special
Investigation Team (SIT), con-
stituted by the Uttar Pradesh
Government to probe the
matter, to submit a status
report before it.

The bench had also issued

notice to the Shri Ram
Janmabhoomi Teerth
Kshetra Trust seeking its
response in the matter.

“Since it is averred in
some of the writ petitions
that some FIRs have already
been registered and an SIT
has been constituted to
investigate the matter, we
direct the SIT constituted by
the State of Uttar Pradesh to
submit a status report
before this court,” the top

court had said. Narendra
Kumar Goswami, one of the
petitioners in the case,
moved the top court seeking
a CBI probe in the case. He
has also sought a Comptroller
and Auditor General audit of
the finances of the Shri Ram
Janmabhoomi Theerth
Kshetra Trust, which
manages the affairs of the
Ram temple.

Ajay Kumar Rai and Dinesh
Kumar Yadav, who have filed

one of the pleas in the top
court, have said that a CBI-
led multi-disciplinary SIT
should investigate the
alleged financial irregulari-
ties and other purported
illegalities concerning the
affairs and administration
of the temple trust. 

Besides seeking a
Supreme Court-monitored
CBI probe, the third peti-
tion filed by RJD MP Sudhakar
Singh has sought a forensic
audit of the entire finances
of the Trust. Another petition
filed by ‘Hindu Dharma
Parishad’ has sought an apex
court-monitored investiga-
tion into the allegations.

On June 13, the Uttar
Pradesh Government consti-
tuted the SIT on a request
from the temple trust follow-
ing allegations of misappro-
priation of donations received
at the Ram temple.

SC to hear pleas seeking probe into Ram
temple donations theft row on July 20

DMK cannot
win on its own,
relies on allies:
TN Minister
Nirmal Kumar

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n Madurai (Tamil Nadu)

The DMK relied heavily on its
allies to secure past elec-
toral victories and is not
capable of winning on its
own, Tamil Nadu Minister R
Nirmal Kumar said on
Saturday.

Asking the Dravidian major
to give up its attempt to
poach ruling TVK legislators
in a bid to destabilise the
Government, the minister
claimed that the Congress
and the Left parties, now
with the TVK, had moved
away from the DMK as they
were uncomfortable with its
political manoeuvre towards
the AIADMK.

He was responding to a
question from reporters on the
TVK MLA bribery case, in which
ten persons were arrested by
the Chennai police.

In his complaint, TVK legis-
lator N Elaiyaraja had said that
he was offered `35 crore to
vote against the Government
during a proposed no-confi-
dence motion against the
Assembly Speaker.

Police claimed that the
highly orchestrated political
horse-trading was initiated
under the codename
‘Meghalaya project’ to desta-
bilise the C Joseph Vijay-led
TVK Government. The target
was to make 15 TVK legisla-
tors resign to bring down the
Government, police said.

MOHIT KANDHARI n Jammu

Shattering peace along the
Line of Control (LoC), for
the f irst  t ime after
‘Operation Sindoor’, the
Pakistan Army late Friday
night resorted to ‘unpro-
voked’ firing on the forward
Indian posts in the Tarkundi
sector of Rajouri district.  

Unconfirmed reports
claimed that some of the
forward Pakistani posts pro-
vided cover fire to a heavily
armed group of infiltrators
sneaking inside the Indian ter-
ritory. However, alert Indian
troops responded swiftly and
retaliated after noticing the
suspicious movement in the
forward areas.

According to local reports,
the small arms firing which
started around 10.00 pm
continued in the forward
areas for over one hour. No
injuries were reported

during the firing.
Senior army officers of the

Nagrota-based White Knight
Corps were closely moni-
toring the prevailing securi-
ty situation and have direct-
ed the local field comman-
ders to stay in a state of high
alert. The security forces
were already conducting
regular searches in Rajouri

after movement of suspect-
ed terrorists was recorded in
the CCTV cameras.

Massive combing and
search operations were
launched early Saturday
morning to maintain a tight
vigil in the area and prevent
anyone from sneaking inside
the Indian Territory

Till late evening, the Indian
Army had not issued any
official statement. Official
sources claimed it was, for
the first time, a major inci-
dent of cross-border firing
reported post Operation
Sindoor in the Rajouri sector.

Last week, Indian Army
Chief General Dhiraj Seth
visited forward areas along
the Line of Control in Poonch,
Rajouri & Sunderbani to take
stock of the prevailing secu-
rity situation. Senior com-
manders briefed the Army
Chief on the security situa-
tion in the Jammu region.

1st LoC firing since Operation Sindoor
as Pakistan targets Rajouri posts

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n Kolkata

Senior Trinamool Congress
leader Abhishek Banerjee
on Saturday asserted that
the party’s Amtala office,
which was demolished by
the local administration, was
built legally on purchased
land and after clearing all
permissions.

Alleging that the adminis-
tration acted in collusion
with the ruling BJP, he also
said that the TMC would
move the Calcutta High
Court against the demolition
of the party office.

The South 24 Parganas dis-
trict administration on
Saturday demolished the
party office of the TMC MP at
Amtala after it was found to be
constructed allegedly without
an approved building plan
and in violation of applicable

rules, a senior official said.
Banerjee told reporters that

the action was politically moti-
vated and warned that if there
was a change in the
Government after the 2031

Assembly elections, the BJP’s
party offices in the state would
also meet the same fate.

“A party office is like a
temple to us. If someone has
constructed a party office ille-
gally, the authorities should
certainly take action. But this
is not Government land. The
land was purchased, and the
building was constructed
according to an approved
plan. It has all the valid per-
missions and documents. We
will place all these docu-
ments before the Calcutta
High Court,” Banerjee said.

He also said that the party
wrote to the Officer on Special
Duty (OSD) to the Chief Justice
of India, enclosing videos
which he claimed showed BJP
workers vandalising the
premises during the demoli-
tion of the party office.

“We will apply for an
urgent hearing on this

matter in the high court.
We will also move the
Supreme Court,”  the
Diamond Harbour MP said.

Those who were seen in
the videos would not escape
legal action, he said.

“If you think BJP leaders
will shield you, then I will tell
you that you will be proved
wrong. The hand of the law
is long enough to catch
them,” Banerjee said.

“Every action has an equal
and opposite reaction. If I
remain alive, I promise to
give you back all this with
interest after the 2031 elec-
tions, using the same law,”
the TMC leader said.

Alleging that the BJP was
using the administration to
target TMC workers, he
claimed that the TMC has
secured bail for around 1,000
party workers in the last
two months.

Amtala TMC office demolished illegally,
will move HC, says Abhishek Banerjee

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi 

The Supreme Court is set to
examine a challenge filed by
businesswoman Dr Bina Modi
against the Uttarakhand High
Court’s decision quashing an
FIR registered over the
alleged demolition of Modi
Bhawan number 1 on Camel’s
Back Road in Mussoorie. 

The petition raises the
question of whether a crim-
inal investigation can be
halted solely because civil
proceedings concerning the
same property are pending.

The dispute relates to Modi
Bhawan number 1 where rival
claims over ownership and
possession are already
pending before civil courts. 
Dr Modi has sought posses-
sion of the property, compen-
sation and damages for its

alleged illegal occupation,
while the Radha Soami
Satsang Beas (RSSB) claims
rights over the property based
on a 2001 transaction wherein
they have purchased Modi
Bhawan number 2 which is a
separate property and has
obtained interim protection
in the pending civil litigation.

Rajinder Singh, Advocate
representing Petitioner — Dr
Bina Modi before Hon’ble
Supreme Court, stated to The
Pioneer: “I am representing Dr
Bina Modi in the matter before
the Supreme Court. The case
is listed for hearing on Monday
and beyond that I cannot
comment on anything further
before the hearing.”

According to the Special
Leave Petition, the controver-
sy escalated on the night of 14
February 2025, when Ajay
Kumar Sikri, Secretary of RSSB,

Mussoorie, along with others
allegedly acting in concert
with him and Hari Ram
Sharma, proprietor of M/s
Rajputana Security Services
Pvt. Ltd., and his employee, Mr.
Surendra Sharma, entered
Modi Bhawan number 1
without authority.

The petition alleges that
the residential bungalow was
demolished overnight using
heavy machinery and that
the debris was removed soon
thereafter. It further claims
that furniture, paintings,

antiques, personal belong-
ings and original title docu-
ments worth several lakhs of
rupees were taken away from
the premises. Dr Modi also
alleges that security personnel
and bouncers were subse-
quently deployed to prevent
her and her representatives
from accessing the property,
despite official records contin-
uing to reflect her ownership
of Modi Bhawan number 1.

The petition states that
repeated complaints to the
police did not result in regis-

tration of an FIR. It was only
after the Judicial Magistrate,
Mussoorie, passed an order
under Section 175(3) of the
Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha
Sanhita, 2023, that FIR number
18 of 2025 was registered on
22 April 2025 at Police Station
Mussoorie under various pro-
visions of the Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita relating to alleged
criminal trespass, theft, con-
spiracy and other offences.

The accused subsequently
approached the Uttarakhand
High Court seeking quashing
of the FIR. By its judgment
dated 26 May 2026, the High
Court allowed the petitions,
observing that the dispute pri-
marily concerned property
rights already pending before
civil courts. The Court held that
permitting criminal proceed-
ings to continue alongside
the civil suits could affect their

adjudication and relied on
judicial precedents cautioning
against invoking criminal law
in disputes that are predomi-
nantly civil in nature. It further
observed that any evidence of
criminality could be exam-
ined after the civil litigation
reaches its conclusion.

Challenging the High
Court’s ruling, Dr Modi con-
tends before the Supreme
Court that the existence of civil
proceedings cannot by itself
prevent the investigation of
cognisable criminal offences.
The petition argues that alle-
gations of unlawful trespass,
demolition of a residential
building, removal of valuables
and original title documents,
and forcible occupation dis-
close independent criminal
offences requiring a full police
investigation irrespective of
the pending civil suits.

UMESH NIGAM n Bhopal

The Madhya Pradesh
Government has unleashed a
comprehensive austerity drive
across all departments, corpo-
rations, boards and
Government institutions,
imposing stringent curbs on
expenditure as the state grap-
ples with a cumulative debt
burden exceeding `5 lakh
crore — a fiscal reality that has
compelled the administration
to undertake what officials
describe as one of the most far-
reaching belt-tightening exer-
cises in recent memory.

The Finance Department
has issued detailed guidelines
for the financial year 2026-27,
mandating immediate compli-
ance across every tier of the
state’s administrative machin-
ery. The directives apply uni-
formly to all Government
departments, corporations,
nigams, mandals, universities,
divisional commissioners,
commissioners, revenue divi-
sional officers, collectors and
district-level officers.

Among the most striking
provisions is an outright ban
on foreign travel by officials.
Domestic air travel has been

restricted to economy class
for all categories beyond the
specifically exempt top tier. 

Two officers will henceforth
share a single Government
vehicle — a measure designed
to halve the state’s fleet-related
expenditure at one stroke.
Additionally, no new vehicles will
be procured for the next two
years unless the existing fleet is
demonstrably insufficient.

Welcome ceremonies and
reception events — a deeply
entrenched feature of
bureaucratic culture in the
state — have been categori-
cally prohibited. Festival cel-
ebrations and commemora-
tive functions organised by
Government departments
will also cease, eliminating a
significant drain on depart-

mental budgets. The auster-
ity drive extends to the phys-
ical trappings of official life.
Interior decoration of
Government offices has been
expressly forbidden, and the
use of hired vehicles by offi-
cials and Government institu-
tions will be sharply cur-
tailed. Only those vehicles
that have completed their full
operational lifespan will be
considered for replacement,
and even then only after rig-
orous justification.

In a move targeting the
sprawling network of state-
owned corporations and
public sector undertakings,
the Government has direct-
ed that maximum dividends
be compulsorily deposited
into the state exchequer’s

account — ensuring that
profits generated by public
enterprises flow back to the
consolidated fund rather
than being retained or
deployed at the discretion of
individual entities.

The culture of lavish corpo-
rate-style events has also been
targeted. Calendar and diary
printing — a perennial expen-
diture item across depart-
ments — has been discontin-
ued. Official events and confer-
ences will no longer be held
in private hotels and banquet
halls but will be mandatorily
organised at Government
premises, institutional cam-
puses and official venues,
eliminating costly venue hire
and hospitality bills.

The Government has
further directed that all
autonomous bodies, corpora-
tions and allied institutions
functioning under state
control conduct an immediate
review of their recurring
expenditure and identify areas
for reduction. Senior officials
at the division and district
levels have been instructed to
ensure strict compliance and
to submit periodic reports on
implementation.

‘Love Jihad’ accusation triggers
alleged threat to Aamir Khan
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n Mumbai

Bollywood actor Aamir Khan
has allegedly received a
threat from individuals
claiming links to jailed gang-
ster Lawrence Bishnoi,
accusing him of promoting
“love jihad”, with Mumbai
Police examining the
authenticity of a social
media post and a voice note,
officials said on Saturday.

City police commissioner
Deven Bharti said the police
are verifying the authentic-
ity of the social media post
and the voice note. “We
are examining the veracity
of the social media post
and voice clip,” Bharti
added. No formal complaint
has been lodged by Khan or
his representatives regard-
ing the alleged threat so far.

The purported threat was
issued through a social
media post and an accompa-
nying voice clip allegedly
shared by two men who
identified themselves as Arzu
Bishnoi and Tyson Bishnoi.
They described themselves
as associates of Lawrence
Bishnoi, a police official said,
citing the viral clip.

They accused Khan of pro-

moting “love jihad”, an alle-
gation linked to the actor’s
recent third marriage with
Gauri Spratt, and warned
that those perceived to be
encouraging such behaviour
would face consequences.

The voice note also
referred to the recent case
of a 13-year-old girl in
Rajasthan’s Sri Ganganagar
district who was allegedly
abducted, trafficked and
sexually assaulted, while
warning political leaders
against shielding any of
the accused.

Bishnoi and his syndicate
allegedly targeted actor
Salman Khan for years.
Driven by a 1998 blackbuck
poaching case in Rajasthan,
the conflict has escalated to
the 2024 shooting at Khan’s
residence in Mumbai,
ongoing death threats, and
international indictments.

MP Govt imposes austerity drive
as State debt crosses `̀5 lakh crore

SC to examine Uttarakhand HC’s quashing of FIR in Modi Bhawan demolition dispute

Indian Air Force (IAF) aircrafts en route to Australia to participate in
the biennial multinational air combat exercise titled ‘Pitch Black 2026’

Security personnel clears traffic
amid the demolition of the party
office of Trinamool Congress MP
Abhishek Banerjee in Amtala, South
24 Parganas district, West Bengal
on Saturday PTI
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TONY DAS  
n Guwahati

The Red Shield Division,
under the aegis of Spear
Corps, continues to make a
meaningful difference in the
lives of underprivileged
youth by supporting the
National Integrity and
Educational Development
Organisation (NIEDO),
Tinsukia.

NIEDO provides free resi-
dential coaching to merito-
rious students from eco-
nomically weaker families,
preparing them for NEET
and enabling them to
pursue careers in the
medical profession.

The init iat ive has
achieved a remarkable mile-
stone in NEET 2026, with 30

out of 45 students from the
Tinsukia centre successful-
ly qualifying the examina-
tion, thereby becoming eli-
gible for admission to
medical colleges across the
country. Among the suc-
cessful candidates, Roshan

Kujur ,  a  resident  of
Dighaltarrang Tea Estate,
Tinsukia, secured an impres-
sive 402 marks in NEET 2026.
Having lost his father at a
very young age, Roshan
faced life’s challenges with
remarkable resilience, while

his elder brother, who runs
a small shop in Tinsukia,
became the sole breadwin-
ner  of  the family .  His
achievement is a true reflec-
tion of grit, sacrifice and per-
severance, and stands as an
inspiration for countless
young aspirants striving to
overcome adversity through
education. His success
reflects the dedication and
perseverance of the stu-
dents, the guidance provid-
ed by the faculty  and
mentors, and the sustained
support extended by the
Indian Army.

The achievement stands
as a testament to the Indian
Army’s unwavering com-
mitment to education,
youth empowerment and
nation-building.

HPCL ranks among India’s
top 20 most valuable brands 
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n Mumbai

Hindustan Petroleum
Corporation Limited (HPCL)
has been ranked among
India’s Top 20 Most Valuable
Brands in the Brand Finance
India 100 Rankings 2026, reaf-
firming the Company’s strong
brand equity and leadership in
the country’s energy sector. 

Compiled by Brand
Finance, one of the world’s
leading independent brand
valuation consultancies, the
annual rankings evaluate
brands using the interna-
tionally recognised Royalty
Relief methodology. The
assessment measures brand

value by considering financial
performance, brand strength,
and consumer perception,
making it one of the most
credible global benchmarks
for brand valuation. 

HPCL’s inclusion among
India’s Top 20 Most Valuable
Brands reflects the
Company’s sustained focus
on operational excellence,
customer-centric innovation,

and delivering reliable energy
solutions. The Company had
also featured among the Top
20 Most Valuable Brands in
the 2025 rankings, demon-
strating the consistency and
resilience of its brand. 

As India accelerates its
energy transition, HPCL con-
tinues to strengthen its port-
folio through investments in
cleaner energy, digital trans-
formation, and technology-
driven solutions. Backed by
decades of customer trust
and a commitment to sus-
tainable growth, the
Company remains focused
on creating long-term value
while supporting the nation’s
evolving energy needs. 

TONY DAS
n Guwahati

In a major boost to self-
employment and the State’s
entrepreneurial ecosystem,
the Government of Assam
has covered a total of 99,971
beneficiaries across the
State through the first two
phases  of  the  Chief
Minister ’s  Atmanirbhar
Asom Abhijan (CMAAA).

Launched on September 23,
2023, the flagship entrepre-
neurship promotion initiative
provides crucial financial assis-
tance, Entrepreneurship
Development Programme (EDP)
training, and continuous hand-
holding support to aspiring
entrepreneurs to foster sus-
tainable livelihood opportuni-
ties, officials said on Friday.

Under the first phase
(CMAAA 1.0), a total of 25,277
beneficiaries were covered,
comprising 25,056 under the
General Category and 221
under the Professional
Category. All selected candi-
dates received their first
tranche of financial assistance
to set up their ventures.

Subsequently, 12,976 bene-
ficiaries have been sanc-
tioned and disbursed the
second tranche in the form of
an interest-free loan based on
their performance and eligi-
bility. The remaining 12,313
beneficiaries will undergo
evaluation in a phased
manner. The parameter for
the evaluation matrix
includes financial perfor-
mance, record-keeping,
employment generation, and
productivity to receive the
second tranche.

Meanwhile, the momen-
tum has significantly scaled
up under CMAAA 2.0, where
the State Government has

extended the first tranche of
financial assistance to 74,694
beneficiaries. This cohort
includes 74,144 general cat-
egory candidates, 206 profes-
sionals, and 344 Operation
Black Board (OBB) teachers,
with the latter group receiv-
ing one-time financial assis-
tance of `2 lakh each.

To strengthen entrepre-
neurial capacity, mandatory
EDP training has already com-
menced across all districts
for all 74,694 beneficiaries
under CMAAA 2.0 and is slated
to wrap up by July 31, 2026.
While 75 per cent of the
approved financial assistance
has already been disbursed as
the first tranche, the remain-
ing 25 per cent will be released
upon successful completion of
this training.

The initiative is also active-
ly driving financial inclusion. So
far, 1,325 beneficiaries have
applied for institutional
finance under various
Government-sponsored credit-

linked schemes like PMEGP,
PMFME, and PM MUDRA, with
329 beneficiaries already suc-
cessfully availing the credit.

Senior officials emphasised
that the effective convergence
of CMAAA with institutional
credit remains essential for
transforming beneficiaries
into sustainable entrepre-
neurs capable of expanding
businesses and generating
jobs. In line with this, the
Government has directed all
banks to accord the highest
priority to the initiative to
ensure tangible outcomes.

An official release from the
Department of Industries,
Commerce and Public
Enterprises stated that the
progress achieved under both
phases marks a significant
milestone toward creating an
inclusive entrepreneurial
ecosystem, aimed at turning
Assam’s youth into “job cre-
ators rather than job seekers”
to realise the vision of a self-
reliant ‘Atmanirbhar Asom’.

Assam Govt CMAAA scheme
empowers 99,971 entrepreneurs  

Indian Army-supported NIEDO achieves
outstanding success in NEET 2026

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n Mumbai

Private lender Kotak
Mahindra Bank on Saturday
reported a 22.55 per cent rise
in consolidated net profit to
`5,480.46 crore in the first
quarter of the financial year
2026-27.

In the year-ago period,
Kotak Mahindra Bank’s net
profit stood at `4,472.18
crore.On a standalone basis,
net profit of the bank stood
at `4,122.96 crore in the
June 2026 quarter, as com-
pared to `3,281.68 crore in
the year-ago period.

The bank’s core net inter-

est income increased by 9
per cent year-on-year to
`7,928 crore in the reporting

quarter, from `7,259 crore in
the first quarter of the finan-
cial year 2025-26.

However, the bank’s net
interest margin has reduced
to 4.53 per cent in the June
quarter, from 4.65 per cent in
the year-ago period and 4.67
per cent in the quarter-ago
period.

In the reporting quarter,
the bank’s fee and services
income increased by 11 per
cent to `2,500 crore, from
`2,249 crore a year ago. On a
sequential basis, it was down
10 per cent.

Total deposits of the bank
grew by 14 per cent year-on-
year to`5.59 lakh crore in
Q1FY27, from `4.92 lakh crore
in Q1FY26, according to the
investor presentation.

Kotak Mahindra Bank’s
current account deposits
increased by 15 per cent
year-on-year to `78,107
crore.

The bank has seen a 15
per cent year-on-year jump
in its advances to 5.28 lakh
crore in the June quarter,
from `4.59 lakh crore in
the same period a year ago.

The bank’s asset quality
also improved in the report-
ing quarter, with the gross
non-performing asset (NPA)
ratio at 1.18 per cent as on
June 30, 2026, from 1.48 per
cent as on June 30, 2025,
and 1.20 per cent as on
March 31, 2026.

Kotak Mahindra Bank Q1 profit up 22.6% to `5,480.46 crore

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n Mumbai

Axis Bank on Saturday reported a 22.23 per
cent jump in consolidated net profit for the
June quarter at `7,632.31 crore.

The bank had reported a consolidated
net profit of `6,243.72 crore in the year-ago
period. On a standalone basis, the third-
largest private sector lender’s net profit
jumped 23 per cent to `7,114 crore.

Its core net interest income grew 8 per
cent to ̀ 14,646 crore, on the back of a 19 per
cent jump in advances and a decline in net
interest margin to 3.46 per cent from 3.80
per cent in the year-ago period.  The bank’s
net interest margin in the January-March
quarter stood at 3.73 per cent.

A 38 per cent growth in corporate loans
led the advances growth, while retail
loans grew by just 8 per cent during the
April-June period, the bank said.

The overall non-interest income compris-
ing fee, trading and miscellaneous income
stood at ̀ 6,735 crore, down 7 per cent from
the year-ago period’s `7,258 crore, mainly
due to a 62 per cent drop in trading income.

From an asset quality perspective, the

gross slippages declined to ̀ 5,566 crore in
the reporting quarter from `8,200 crore in
the year-ago period, but were higher than
the ̀ 4,675 crore in the quarter-ago period.

The overall provisions declined to ̀ 2,223
crore in the quarter under review from 
`3,948 crore in April-June 2025.

The gross non-performing assets (GNPA)
ratio inched up to 1.28 per cent on a quarter
as compared to March-end’s 1.23 per cent.

Axis Bank’s overall capital adequacy
stood at 16.67 per cent as of June 30, 2026.

Axis Bank Q1 net profit
jumps 22% to `7,632 cr

Minister Mallabaruah reviews
Kaziranga wildlife tourism plans

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
n Guwahati

Forest Minister Jayanta
Mallabaruah on Saturday
chaired an extensive review
meeting with tourism stake-
holders at Kaziranga National
Park to discuss preparations
for the upcoming wildlife
tourism season and long-
term conservation.

Addressing the media,
Mallabaruah asked stakehold-
ers to submit their written rec-
ommendations within 10 days
to finalise the upcoming
tourism roadmap. He stressed
that the Forest and Tourism

departments will work togeth-
er to ensure balanced develop-
ment while keeping ecological
integrity the foremost priority.

While ruling out year-round
tourism in core area due to
annual flood cycle, the Minister
said department will explore
off-season activities to sustain
local livelihoods. He also noted
that boosting revenue through
better hospitality infrastruc-
ture would directly fund
habitat management.

Cabinet Minister Keshab
Mahanta, MP Kamakhya
Prasad Tasa and  of  Forest and
District Administration 
officials were also present.

ICICI Bank Q1 profit jumps
13.8% on high loan growth
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE  
n Mumbai

ICICI Bank on Saturday report-
ed a 13.88 per cent jump in
June quarter consolidated
profit at `15,440 crore, up
from `13,558 crore in the
year-ago period on the back
of faster credit growth.

In an exchange filing, the
second-largest private sector
lender said its standalone
net profit grew 15.95 per cent
to `14,804 crore for the April-
June quarter on a standalone
basis, up 15.95 per cent from
`12,768 crore in the year-ago
period. The net interest
income (NII) increased 12.7
per cent on-year to `24,384
crore in the quarter under
review, on the back of a
nearly 20 per cent jump in
advances and a slight widen-
ing in the net interest margin
to 4.36 per cent.

Its Executive Director,
Sandeep Batra, said the bank
was able to buck a system-
wide trend and report an
expansion in NIMs courtesy of
an income tax refund and also
the repricing of term deposits.
Going forward, channelling in
inflows from the FCNR(B) will
be “dilutive” on the NIMs
front, he said, but the bank is
confident of keeping it “range-
bound” for FY27.

Declining to share a target
on the FCNR(B) front, Batra
said the bank has activated its
international network and
is also looking for partners to
ramp up and make the FCNR

(B) a success. The bank did not
offer guidance on its comfort
level with the maximum
leverage that it is planning
for, saying that it depends on
a number of factors, includ-
ing the call taken by its local
partners as well. In the
quarter under review, the
other income, excluding trea-
sury income, increased by 16
per cent on year to `8,425
crore for the reporting
quarter, and the bank also
reported a treasury gain of 
`151 crore.

The deposit growth came
at 14 per cent for the lender.

From an asset quality per-
spective, the gross non-per-
forming assets ratio
improved to 1.38 per cent
from 1.67 per cent a year ago
and 1.40 per cent at the end
of March this year.

Fresh slippages came at 
`5,500 crore, which was
down from `6,200 crore in
the year-ago period but
higher than the preceding
quarter.  Bank off icials
explained that there is sea-
sonality every year, where
the first quarter tends to
have higher stress primarily
because of the Kisan Credit
Card (KCC) accounts.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n Mumbai

Private lender YES Bank on
Saturday reported a 32.54 per
cent rise in consolidated net
profit to ̀ 1,071.80 crore in the
June quarter, aided by growth
in the core net interest
income.

In the year-ago period,
net profit of the bank stood
at `808.65 crore. However,
on a sequential basis, net
profit fell 0.96 per cent.

The core net interest
income of the bank increased
17.5 per cent year-on-year to
`2,786 crore, from ̀ 2,371 crore.

Net interest margins of the
bank improved to 2.70 per
cent in June 2026 quarter,
from 2.5 per cent in the year-
ago period. It remained stable
on a sequential basis.

Managing Director and
Chief Executive Officer Vinay
M Tonse said margins are
expected to improve over

the medium term as rural
infrastructure development
fund (RIDF) balances are
expected to come down
further and retail credit has
picked up.

“The RIDF balance is run
down, which are currently at
about `27,000 crore. As we
look to exit March 2027,
that’s likely to become more
like `21,000 crore of RIDF. So,
that will certainly add to
margins. With retail growth
coming back, we do expect
that that should also start
supporting margins,” Tonse
said during the post-earn-
ings conference call.

NHPC chief calls for collective green action
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n Faridabad

With the aim of promoting
environmental conserva-
tion, sustainable develop-
ment, and public participa-
tion, a grand ‘Van Mahotsav’
was jointly organised on
Saturday in the campus of
PM SHRI Kendriya Vidyalaya
No. 2, Faridabad, by NHPC
Limited and the school man-
agement. The event was
held under the aegis of the
‘Mission LiFE’ and ‘Ek Ped
Maa Ke Naam 3.0’ cam-
paigns, focusing on the
theme “One Child – One
Sapling.”

Bhupender Gupta, CMD-
NHPC, graced the event as
the Chief Guest. The occa-
sion was also attended by
Director (Projects) Sanjay
Kumar Singh,  Director
(Technical)  Suprakash
Adhikari, Director (Finance
& Personnel) Mahesh Kumar
Sharma, Chief Patron of the
NHPC Mahila Kalyan Samiti
Shikha Gupta,  Samiti
Patrons Soma Adhikari,
Rinku Sharma, and Kendriya
Vidyalaya Principal Mamta
Shekhar, along with other
senior NHPC officials, school
teachers, and students.

In his keynote address,
Bhupender Gupta congratu-
lated the school communi-
ty on the successful organi-
sation of the programme. He
stated that ‘Mission LiFE,’
launched by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, inspires cit-
izens to make environmen-
tal conservation an integral

part of  their l i festyle.
Emphasising that protecting
the ecosystem is a shared
collective responsibility, he
called upon everyone to
plant more saplings and
pledge to conserve trees.
Gupta remarked that instill-
ing a sensitivity towards
nature in children is crucial,
as these values will shape
them into responsible future
citizens. He also appreciat-
ed the creativity displayed in
the environmental artworks
and presentations created
by the students.

In her address, the school
Principal, Mamta Shekhar,
stated that the objective of
the event was to inspire stu-
dents to adopt practices
related to environmental
conservation, sensitivity
towards nature, and the core
principles of ‘Mission LiFE’.
She remarked that “One
Child–One Sapling” is not
merely a campaign but a col-
lective pledge to ensure a
clean, green, and safe future

for upcoming generations.
A comprehensive target

has been set to plant a total
of 2,000 saplings on the
school premises as part of
the forest festival. 

In line with this, approxi-
mately 600 saplings were
planted during the event,
featuring diverse species
such as Pilkhan, Ashoka,
Indian Willow, and Nirgundi.
The remaining 1,400 
saplings will be planted in a
phased manner over the
coming days.

The event featured a
variety of cultural and edu-
cational activities, includ-
ing impressive perfor-
mances by the school’s
Cub-Bulbul and Scout &
Guide units, a sapling plan-
tation drive, songs, group
singing, Bharatanatyam,
short plays, group dances,
instrumental music per-
f o r m a n c e s ,  s t u d e n t
speeches on environmen-
tal themes, and a prize
distribution ceremony.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

A public dialogue examining India’s colonial
history alongside its newly signed free
trade agreement with Britain has culminat-
ed in a call  for a National Day of
Commemoration for Victims of Colonialism.

Titled “Terms of Trade: India, Britain, and
the Long Shadow of Empire,” the dialogue
was convened by Urzu Media at the India
Habitat Centre on Friday. It brought togeth-
er economists, historians, trade policy experts
and a senior human rights lawyer to discuss
how nearly two centuries of colonial rule
shaped India’s economy, institutions and col-
lective memory, and how that history still
informs policy choices today.

Closing the event, participants said they
would begin wider consultations with his-
torians, academics, museums, civil society

groups and policymakers to finalise a date.
The day is envisioned as covering econom-
ic exploitation, famine, displacement and the
freedom struggle as connected chapters,
rather than isolated episodes such as
Jallianwala Bagh or Partition.

The panel included Charan Singh of the
EGROW Foundation, trade expert Abhijit Das,
economist-historian Prasenjit K Basu, Delhi
University’s Prabhu Mohapatra, advocate
Colin Gonsalves, and Chandini Jaswal of the
Museum of British Colonialism, moderated
by Richa Jain Kallra. Vijay Kumar Sundaresan
of the India Pride Project also spoke on 
repatriating India’s stolen artefacts.

YES Bank posts 32.5% rise in Q1 profit to `1,071 cr

Panel calls for a national day to
commemorate colonialism victims
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Inside Rajasthan’s Cyber War Room: CM Bhajan 
Lal Orders Crackdown on Digital Fraud Networks
n FAIR REPORT 
JAIPUR

Declaring cybercrime one 
of  the most pressing law-
and-order challenges con-
fronting the state, Ra-
jasthan Chief  Minister 
Bhajan Lal Sharma on Sat-
urday ordered an aggres-
sive crackdown on cyber 
fraud syndicates, directing 
police to target not only 
fraudsters but also the fi-
nancial ecosystem that en-
ables them to operate.

During a high-level re-
view of  the Rajasthan Cy-
ber Crime Control Centre 
(R4C) and the 1930 National 
Cyber Fraud Helpline at 
the Police Headquarters, 
the Chief  Minister in-
structed officials to move 
beyond routine arrests and 
pursue the confiscation of  
assets belonging to cyber 
criminals. He also called 
for strict legal action 
against individuals who 
knowingly provide bank 
a c c o u n t s — c o m m o n l y 
known as “mule ac-
counts”—used to channel 
illicit funds.

“The network must be 
dismantled, not merely dis-
rupted,” was the message 

that emerged from the re-
view as Sharma pressed 
police to combine technol-
ogy, intelligence and swift 
financial intervention to 
stay ahead of  increasingly 
sophisticated cyber fraud 
operations.

Officials informed the 
Chief  Minister that nearly 
95 per cent of  complaints 
received through the 1930 
helpline are now being reg-
istered and processed with-
in the prescribed timeline. 
To cope with rising com-
plaints, the helpline has 
expanded from 30 to 53 ac-
tive lines, operates round 
the clock in three shifts, 
and is set to increase to 60 
lines in the coming weeks.

The review highlighted 
the state’s growing reli-

ance on technology-driven 
policing. Authorities re-
ported improvements in 
complaint handling 
through the TCS and Na-
tional Cybercrime Report-
ing Portal (NCRP) plat-
forms during June 2026, 
while 412 e-Zero FIRs have 
already been registered in 
cyber fraud cases involv-
ing losses exceeding ₹5 
lakh. The Union Ministry 
of  Home Affairs has also 
selected 54 Rajasthan Po-
lice personnel for special-
ised digital security and 
cyber investigation train-
ing this year.

The Chief  Minister di-
rected police to strengthen 
coordination with banks to 
ensure the immediate 
freezing of  fraudulent ac-

counts, emphasising that 
the first few hours after a 
cyber fraud are critical for 
recovering stolen funds. In 
line with this strategy, a 
Special State Level Bank-
ers’ Committee (SLBC) 
meeting has been con-
vened on July 21 under the 
chairmanship of  Chief  
Secretary V. Srinivas to en-
hance cooperation be-
tween financial institu-
tions and cyber investiga-
tors.

Sharma also stressed 
that enforcement alone 
would not be enough. He 
instructed police to launch 
sustained awareness cam-
paigns through social me-
dia, mainstream media, 
schools and colleges to ed-
ucate citizens about evolv-

ing online scams and digi-
tal fraud.

During his visit, the 
Chief  Minister personally 
interacted with a cyber 
fraud complainant from 
Barmer, who had allegedly 
been cheated in a scheme 
promising increased Insta-
gram followers. He ob-
served the complaint’s 
journey from registration 
on the 1930 helpline to po-
lice action, banking alerts 
and live case tracking on 
the R4C dashboard.

The Rajasthan govern-
ment has earmarked ₹100 
crore in the 2026–27 Budget 
for establishing the Ra-
jasthan Cyber Crime Con-
trol Centre, with work also 
underway on an AI-enabled 
cyber fraud call centre to 
strengthen the state’s digi-
tal policing infrastructure. 
As cybercriminals continue 
to exploit technology with 
increasing sophistication, 
Rajasthan is attempting to 
build an equally technolo-
gy-driven response—one 
that seeks not only to catch 
the fraudsters but also to 
choke the financial pipe-
lines that keep the cyber-
crime economy alive.

n FAIR REPORT 
CHITTORGARH

A six-year-old boy, Sumit 
Banjara, died after receiv-
ing an electric shock from 
a transformer in Chander-
iya. The incident led to a 
tense situation at the dis-
trict hospital on Saturday. 
Family members, people 
from the Banjara commu-
nity and public representa-
tives gathered at the hospi-
tal, demanding compensa-
tion for the family and ac-
tion against those respon-
sible. After several rounds 
of  talks in the presence of  
police and administration 
officials, an agreement was 
reached and the postmor-
tem was conducted. As per 
the agreement, the Elec-
tricity Department will 
provide ₹5 lakh, ₹2 lakh will 

be given from the MLA 
fund and the department’s 
contractor will provide ₹4 
lakh as financial assis-
tance. The family will also 
receive benefits under gov-
ernment schemes, and Su-
mit’s father, Mukesh Ban-
jara, will be given a con-
tractual job. After the post-
mortem, the body was tak-
en to his native village, Ja-
wasiya, for the last rites. 
Councillor Dinesh Gawar-
ia said the accident hap-
pened because of  open 
wires in the fuse box below 
the transformer in Gali No. 
2 of  Ward No. 6. The issue 
was resolved after discus-
sions between community 
representatives and gov-
ernment officials. The inci-
dent took place on Friday 
evening when Sumit was 

playing with his friends 
near the transformer. Ac-
cording to eyewitnesses, 
the electric shock was so 
strong that his leg was bad-
ly burnt. His family rushed 
him to the District Sanwal-
iyaji Hospital, where doc-
tors declared him dead. 
Sumit was an LKG student 
at a government school in 
Housing Board Colony and 
was the youngest among 
three siblings. Chanderiya 
Police have registered a 
case for investigation. The 
family and local residents 
have alleged that the open 
fuse box and hanging wires 
caused the accident. They 
have demanded a fair in-
vestigation and strict ac-
tion against the officials 
and employees found re-
sponsible.

Year-Old Boy Dies of Electric Shock from 
Open Transformer, Postmortem Conducted 

After Compensation Agreement
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Clean Environment, Healthy Minds: 
‘Safai Apnao, Bimari Bhagao’ Inspires 
Students Towards a Sustainable Future
n FAIR REPORT 
JAIPUR 

Reinforcing the message 
that clean surroundings are 
the foundation of  both phys-
ical and mental well-being, 
St. Anselm’s Senior Second-
ary School, Mansarovar, 
Jaipur, hosted the “Safai 
Apnao, Bimari Bhagao” 
awareness programme, in-
spiring hundreds of  stu-
dents to become responsible 
citizens committed to clean-
liness, environmental pro-
tection, and sustainable liv-
ing.

The programme was 
jointly organised by Jaipur 
Nagar Nigam, Desire Foun-
dation, and the Centre for 
Community Resilience and 
Advocacy Foundation 
(CCRAF), Jaipur, bringing 
together civic authorities, 
education leaders, and de-
velopment professionals to 
promote environmental 
consciousness among 
school children.

The programme was 
graced by Fr. James T. M, 
Principal, St. Anselm’s Sen-
ior Secondary School, Ms. 
Renu, Jaipur Nagar Nigam, 
members of  the PIU Team, 
Dr. Ganesh Narayan Choud-
hary, Director, CCRAF, and 
Mr. Yogesh, Project Manag-
er, Desire Foundation.

A major attraction of  the 

programme was an interac-
tive puppet show that crea-
tively conveyed the impor-
tance of  cleanliness, proper 
waste disposal, and the 
harmful effects of  single-use 
plastic. Through relatable 
characters, engaging story-
telling, humour, and every-
day situations, the puppet 
performance demonstrated 
how irresponsible waste dis-
posal pollutes the environ-
ment, spreads diseases, and 
harms animals and ecosys-
tems. It also showcased sim-
ple yet effective practices 
such as waste segregation, 
reducing plastic use, and 
keeping public spaces clean. 
The lively performance en-
couraged active participa-
tion from students, making 

environmental education 
both enjoyable and memora-
ble while reinforcing the 
message that every individ-
ual can contribute to a clean-
er and healthier society.

The awareness pro-
gramme also included dem-
onstrations on the 4-Bin 
Waste Segregation System, 
interactive discussions on 
the harmful effects of  Sin-
gle-Use Plastic (SUP), and 
student-centred activities 
designed to encourage prac-
tical environmental action 
in schools, homes, and com-
munities.

Addressing the gather-
ing, Ms. Renu from Jaipur 
Nagar Nigam highlighted 
that cleanliness is not mere-
ly the responsibility of  mu-

nicipal authorities but a 
shared social responsibility. 
She urged students to be-
come ambassadors of  clean-
liness by adopting waste 
segregation, reducing plas-
tic consumption, and moti-
vating their families and 
neighbourhoods to main-
tain clean surroundings. 
She emphasised that behav-
ioural change among chil-
dren can create a lasting 
impact on society and con-
tribute significantly to the 
vision of  a cleaner Jaipur 
and a cleaner India.

Speaking on the occasion, 
Mr. Yogesh, Project Manag-
er, Desire Foundation, em-
phasised that awareness 
programmes become truly 
effective when learning is 
experiential and interac-
tive. Referring to the puppet 
show, he noted that creative 
communication helps chil-
dren understand complex 
environmental issues in a 

simple and enjoyable man-
ner, encouraging them to 
translate learning into eve-
ryday action. He urged stu-
dents to adopt eco-friendly 
habits and become catalysts 
for positive environmental 
change within their fami-
lies and communities.

In his address, Dr. 
Ganesh Narayan Choud-
hary, Director, Centre for 
Community Resilience and 
Advocacy Foundation 
(CCRAF), highlighted the 
strong relationship be-
tween cleanliness and 
mental health. He ex-
plained that clean schools, 
homes, and public spaces 
not only reduce the spread 
of  diseases but also pro-
mote emotional well-being, 
reduce stress, improve con-
centration, and create a 
positive learning environ-
ment. He emphasised that 
a clean environment in-
stils discipline, dignity, 

and a sense of  collective 
responsibility, making 
cleanliness an essential 
pillar of  mental health pro-
motion and sustainable 
community development.

The organisers appreci-
ated the wholehearted sup-
port of  the Principal, 
school management, teach-
ers, students, Jaipur Na-
gar Nigam officials, the 
puppet artists, the PIU 
team, and all partner or-
ganisations for making the 
programme meaningful 
and impactful.

Through initiatives like 
“Safai Apnao, Bimari 
Bhagao,”Jaipur Nagar Nig-
am, Desire Foundation, and 
CCRAF continue to 
strengthen environmental 
awareness, public health, 
and mental well-being while 
empowering young people 
to become champions of  a 
cleaner, greener, and more 
sustainable India.

n FAIR REPORT 
JAIPUR
Surgeons at Sawai Man Sin-
gh (SMS) Medical College 
and Hospital have success-
fully performed an excep-
tionally rare breast surgery 
on an 18-year-old woman 
from Rajasthan’s Tonk dis-
trict, removing 15 benign 
lumps from both breasts in a 
complex procedure that spe-
cialists say is seldom en-
countered in clinical prac-
tice.

The young woman had 
been living with multiple 
breast lumps for a prolonged 
period, initially dismissing 
them as insignificant. As the 
number of  lumps steadily 

increased, so did her anxiety, 
with fears that she might be 
suffering from breast cancer. 
She eventually sought treat-
ment at the Department of  
General Surgery at SMS 
Hospital, where an extensive 
clinical evaluation and diag-
nostic work-up were under-
taken.

According to Dr. Mohit 
Jain, investigations con-
firmed that all the growths 
were benign. However, given 
the unusually high number 
of  lumps—seven in one 
breast and eight in the oth-
er—along with the possibil-
ity of  future complications, 
surgeons decided that surgi-

cal removal was the most 
appropriate course of  treat-
ment.

Using minimally invasive 
incisions, the surgical team 
successfully excised all 15 
lumps while preserving the 
breast tissue. The patient 
has recovered well and is 
now in stable condition. 

Medical experts noted that 
while one or two benign 
breast lumps are relatively 
common, the presence of  15 
lumps across both breasts in 
a single patient is an excep-
tionally rare clinical presen-
tation, making the operation 
a significant achievement 
for the surgical team. 

The surgery was per-
formed by Dr. Mohit Jain 
under the guidance of  Dr. 
Richa Jain. The operating 
team included Dr. Hanu-
man, Dr. Farooq, Dr. Dinesh 
and Dr. Akshita, while the 
anaesthesia team com-
prised Dr. Kanchan, Dr. 
Indu, Dr. Chauhan and Dr. 

Shailesh. Beyond the suc-
cessful operation, doctors 
say the case underscores a 
larger public health con-
cern—persistent miscon-
ceptions surrounding 
breast lumps.  “Many wom-
en continue to believe that 
every breast lump is can-
cer,” Dr. Richa Jain said, 
emphasizing that the major-
ity of  breast lumps are non-
cancerous and can be effec-
tively treated through time-
ly diagnosis and appropri-
ate medical care. She 
stressed that fear and de-
layed consultation often be-
come the biggest obstacles 
to successful treatment.

‘Crime Control is My Top 
Priority’: New Additional 
SP Gives Strong Message 

After Taking Charge
Promises strict action 
against cyber crime, 
illegal mining, land 
mafia and organised 
crime

n FAIR REPORT 
CHITTORGARH
 Newly appointed Addi-
tional Superintendent of  
Police (Additional SP) Ga-
jendra Singh Jodha took 
charge on Saturday and 
said that maintaining law 
and order will be his top 
priority. He said police 
will take continuous and 
strict action against or-
ganised crime, cyber 
crime, illegal mining, land 
mafia and other criminal 
activities as per the priori-
ties of  the Police Head-
quarters and the State 
Government. He added 
that there will be no leni-
ency towards anyone who 
breaks the law. Jodha said 
strict legal action will be 
taken whether the crime 
is committed by a gang or 
by an individual. Police 
will closely monitor sensi-
tive cases and issues that 
regularly receive public 
complaints. He also said 
cyber crime is increasing 
rapidly and will remain 
under special focus. Ac-
cording to him, the aim of  
the police is not only to 
take action but also to con-
trol crime effectively and 

maintain public confi-
dence in safety and secu-
rity. Gajendra Singh Jod-
ha earlier served as Depu-
ty SP in Chittorgarh from 
2015 to August 2018. Dur-
ing that period, he worked 
in several police station 
areas and gained a good 
understanding of  the dis-
trict’s local conditions and 
crime pattern. He said this 
experience will help him 
strengthen law and order 
in the district. After Chit-
torgarh, he was posted as 
Deputy SP in Ajmer. Af-
ter his promotion, his 
first posting as Addition-
al SP was with the Spe-
cial Operations Group 
(SOG). He later served in 
Bhilwara, Jaipur, Sikar 
and Pratapgarh. Chittor-
garh is his sixth district 
as Additional SP. City 
Deputy SP Brijesh Singh, 
along with police officers 
and staff, welcomed him 
when he assumed charge 
on Saturday.

Husband Arrested 
for Killing Wife, Tried 
to Show It as Robbery
Woman strangled with a 
rope after a domestic 
dispute; jewellery hidden in 
a field recovered by police

n FAIR REPORT 
CHITTORGARH
Sadar Nimbahera Police 
have solved the murder case 
of  a woman in Mangrol vil-
lage and arrested her hus-
band, Nanalal Kumhar (39). 
Police said he strangled his 
wife, Ratnibai (36), with a 
rope after a domestic dis-
pute and then tried to make 
the murder look like a rob-
bery by removing and hid-
ing her jewellery. The stolen 
jewellery has been recov-
ered on his information. SP 
Dharmendra Singh said 
Ratnibai had gone to graze 
her buffalo near her field on 
the morning of  July 5 but 
did not return home. Her 
family searched for her and 
found her body lying be-
tween rocks near the field. 
A medical board conducted 

the postmortem, which con-
firmed that she died due to 
strangulation. Her father, 
Balulal Prajapat, filed a po-
lice complaint and suspect-
ed his son-in-law. During the 
investigation, police found 
that the couple had been 
married for about 17 years 
and had two children. They 
often argued. On the day of  
the incident, Nanalal asked 
his wife not to go to the field 
and stay home to prepare 
food for a village religious 
tradition. She refused and 
went to the field. Later, Nan-
alal followed her, and an-
other argument took place. 
In anger, he used a rope 
meant for tying the buffalo 
to strangle her. After the 
murder, he removed her 
necklace and anklets and 
hid them under stones in 
another field to make it ap-
pear as a robbery. He then 
pretended to be ill and got 
himself  admitted to a hospi-
tal to avoid suspicion. 

Lord Jagannath, 
Balabhadra and 
Subhadra seated on 
the colourful Nandi 
Ghosh Rath; flower 
showers welcomed 
the procession as it 
passed through the 
city’s main roads

n FAIR REPORT 
CHITTORGARH
The city was filled with de-
votion on Saturday evening 
as the Hare Krishna Maha-
mantra, the sound of  drums 
and cymbals, and chants of  
“Jagannath Swami Nayan 
Pathagami Bhavatu Me” 
echoed through the streets 
during the grand Rath Yatra 
of  Lord Jagannath. The pro-
cession started from the ISK-
CON Temple at Meera Mar-
ket and attracted hundreds 
of  devotees. Lord Jagan-
nath, Lord Balabhadra and 
Goddess Subhadra were 
seated on the colourful Nan-
di Ghosh Rath decorated 

with flowers. As the chariot 
moved ahead, devotees fold-
ed their hands in prayer and 
eagerly pulled the ropes of  
the Rath. Before the Rath 
Yatra, the deities were spe-
cially decorated and offered 
Chhappan Bhog. After Vedic 
chanting by young priests 
and the Maha Aarti, a young 
girl presented a devotional 
dance. The deities were then 
placed on the Nandi Ghosh 
Rath amid devotional chant-
ing and flower showers. The 
procession began with two 

young boys carrying Krish-
na flags. They were followed 
by a devotional music vehi-
cle, a chariot carrying a pic-
ture of  ISKCON founder 
A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami 
Prabhupada, and another 
chariot displaying tableaux 
of  Lord Rama, Goddess Sita, 
Lakshman and Lord Hanu-
man. Hare Krishna devotees 
continued singing and danc-
ing throughout the proces-
sion. The Rath Yatra passed 
through the city’s main 
roads before reaching Rit-

uraj Vatika, where the pro-
gramme concluded with 
Maha Aarti and Mahapras-
ad distribution. The proces-
sion was attended by Harib-
hakti Das from Jaipur, 
Chaitanya Prabhu from 
Bhilwara, Sanjay Krishna 
Prabhu from Ahmedabad, 
Devhari Prabhu from Hanu-
mangarh and ISKCON Chit-
torgarh in-charge Madhura-

murali Das. Former MLA 
Badrilal Jat, Pramod Puro-
hit, Bharat Maheshwari and 
Murli Prabhu also joined 
the Rath Yatra. Perfume was 
sprayed and water mist was 
arranged along the route to 
give relief  from the heat. 
Flowers were continuously 
showered from drones, mak-
ing the entire route colour-
ful and devotional. Before 

the Rath arrived, devotees 
cleaned the roads with 
brooms. Several social or-
ganisations welcomed the 
procession with flower 
showers. Many devotees car-
ried small idols of  Lord Jag-
annath on their heads, while 
youngsters clicked selfies 
and recorded videos to make 
the spiritual celebration 
memorable.

Rare Surgery at Jaipur’s SMS Hospital: Doctors Remove 15 
Breast Lumps From 18-Year-Old in a Landmark Procedure

City Echoes with Hare Krishna Chants as 
Thousands Join Lord Jagannath Rath Yatra

Ukrainian drone strikes kill seven 
warehouse workers, trigger fire 

at oil depot in Russia
n FAIR REPORT 
NEW DELHI
At least seven warehouse 
workers were killed and 
more than two dozen others 
injured after waves of  
Ukrainian drone attacks 
struck Russia’s Tambov re-
gion, while another strike 
sparked a fire at an oil depot 
near Moscow, Russian au-
thorities said on Saturday. 
The dead were working the 
night shift at a warehouse 
owned by Wildberries, Rus-
sia’s largest online retailer, 
in the city of  Kotovsk. Re-
gional officials said air de-
fence systems intercepted 
several drones, but some 
reached their targets. Tam-

bov Governor Evgeniy Per-
vyshov said 25 people were 
injured in the warehouse 
attack, while another drone 
strike caused a blaze at an 
oil depot in Noginsk, east of  
Moscow. Two people were 
reportedly injured in the oil 
depot incident, and a nearby 
maternity hospital was 
evacuated as a precaution. 
Emergency crews were de-
ployed to contain the fire 
and assess the damage. The 
attacks are part of  Ukraine’s 
continuing campaign tar-
geting Russian infrastruc-
ture deep inside the country, 
while Russia has intensified 
missile and drone strikes 
across Ukraine. 


