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Thou-sands of  young and an-
gry peo-ple converged on 
central Delhi Monday, only 
to be met by po-lice teargas 
and lathi-charges in a spiral-
ling protest that started with 
exam paper leaks and gained 
traction with activist So-
nam Wangchuk’s hunger 
strike.
Large parts of  central Delhi 
were gridlocked as the pro-
tests gathered pace. Cock-
roach Jan-ta Party (CJP) 
founder Abhijeet Dipke was 
picked up by Del-hi Police, 
the organisation’s spokes-
person said.

“Police brutally crack-
ing down and beating up 
peace-ful protesters, request 
MPs to stand in support of  
students on streets,” Saurav 
Das said.

Clashes broke out with 
pro-testers, some in school 
uniform, streaming into cen-
tral Delhi, navigating inner 
lanes and attempting to find 
alternative routes to get as 
close as possi-ble to Parlia-
ment. Some police personnel 
and protesters were injured.

Undeterred by the exten-
sive barricading, they 
walked sever-al kilometres, 
sometimes join-ing groups 
of  protesters, shout-ing slo-
gans stopping to wait for an 
opportune moment to break 
through and breaching lay-

ers of  barricades at multiple 
locations.

There was chaos in the 
ar-ea with security forces us-
ing batons, lathis and tear-
gas to disperse the restive 
crowds near Constitution 
Club, Patel Chowk, Shastri 

Bhawan, RBI Building and 
Parliament Street police. In-
ternet was shut downin large 
parts of  the area. The pro-
testers are demanding ac-
countability over alleged ex-
amination irregularities and 
the resignation of  Union 

Edu-cation Minister Dhar-
mendra Pradhan. Security 
was doubled across the New 
Delhi district with addi-tion-
al companies of  paramili-
tary forces and police per-
sonnel from adjoining dis-
tricts deployed to maintain 

law and order. Several com-
muters were stranded inside 
nearby metrostations after 
access was restrict-ed and 
station gates were closed as 
a precautionary measure. 
Earlier in the day, police 
stopped the march as the pro-
cession reached the Con-
naught Place area and at-
tempted to move towards 
Parliament. Protesters scat-
tered in different directions, 
with many running through 
the streets to avoid the 
smoke.

Amid heavy security de-
ploy-ment, smaller groups 
regrouped at nearby intersec-
tions and con-tinued raising 
slogans, while police main-
tained barricades to prevent 
the march from ad-vancing 
towards Parliament. Dipke, 
who has been on hun-ger 
strike since Wangchuk was 
picked up and whisked to 
hospi-tal, founder of  the CJP, 
said, “Our demands are clear: 
Dharmendra Pradhan should 
resign. The fam-ilies of  the 
children who com-mitted sui-
cide should receive compen-
sation of  1 crore rupees, and 
Sonam Wangchuk should be 
released immediately.”

STUDENT FURY ROCKS DELHI
The images from Delhi tell a troubling story: thousands of young people on the streets de-manding answers about the credibility of India’s examina-

tion system. The CJP-led student protest has exposed a widening trust deficit between young as-pirants and the government. Allegations of 
examination ir-regularities cannot be dismissed as routine grievances, yet allow-ing the confrontation to spiral into street battles serves neither 
students nor democracy. Police crackdowns have shifted atten-tion away from the central is-sue restoring credibility to the examination system

 Rajasthan Poll Freeze Ends: High Court Pressure 
Forces State to Unveil Local Election Calendar
n FAIR REPORT 
NEW DELHI
After months of  judicial 
scrutiny and repeated 
warnings, the Rajasthan 
government on Monday 
finally placed a firm road-
map before the High Court 
for conducting the long-
delayed Urban Local Body 
and Panchayati Raj elec-
tions, setting the stage for 
a crucial democratic exer-
cise between August and 
November.

As per the schedule 

submitted to the court, no-
tifications for municipal 
elections will begin on Au-
gust 22 after the poll an-
nouncement on August 17. 
Voting will take place in 
two phases on September 
6 and 9, with results due 
on September 11. Pan-
chayat elections will fol-
low, with the announce-
ment on September 23 and 
staggered polling from 
October 13 to November 5. 
The results are expected 
on November 12, after 

which elections for may-
ors, chairpersons and 
deputy chairpersons will 
be held.

The calendar comes 
only after sustained inter-
vention by the Rajasthan 
High Court, which had 
first directed the State to 
complete the elections by 
April 15 before extending 
the deadline to July 31. 
Last week, the court 
warned of  contempt pro-
ceedings against the 
State Election Commis-

sion if  a schedule was not 
announced within five 
days.

The delay had been at-
tributed to the govern-
ment’s pending decision 
on OBC reservation fol-
lowing recommendations 
of  the Backward Classes 
Commission. The State 
Election Commission 
maintained it was pre-
pared to conduct the polls 
but could not proceed 
without the government’s 
reservation notification.

With elected local bod-
ies absent for an extended 
period, the elections will 
restore representative 
governance across Ra-
jasthan’s municipalities 
and thousands of  gram 
panchayats. Politically, 
they will also serve as the 
first major test of  the 
Bhajan Lal Sharma gov-
ernment at the grass-
roots, offering an early 
indication of  public sen-
timent ahead of  future 
electoral battles.

‘Let the Youth Be Heard’: Sonam 
Wangchuk Continues Fast on 

Day 23, Alleges Illegal Detention
n FAIR REPORT 
NEW DELHI

Social activist Sonam 
Wangchuk on Monday 
vowed to continue his in-
definite hunger strike into 
its 23rd day, escalating his 
confrontation with the 
Centre through a hand-
written note from his bed 
at Safdarjung Hospital. In 
the note, Wangchuk alleged 
he was being “illegally de-
tained” and appealed to the 
government to allow stu-
dent representatives to pre-
sent their demands before 
Parliament.

Setting clear conditions 
for ending his fast, Wang-
chuk said he would con-
tinue until youth leaders 
are permitted to meet 
Members of  Parliament at 
Sansad Bhawan or until he 
is allowed to interact with 
parliamentarians at the 
hospital. Praising the re-
straint shown by protest-
ing students despite police 

action, he urged authori-
ties to resolve the impasse 
through dialogue rather 
than confrontation.

The protest, now in its 
third week, centres on de-
mands for accountability 
over alleged irregularities 

in national competitive ex-
aminations, including the 
NEET paper leak contro-
versy. Wangchuk argued 
that repeated examination 
scandals have eroded 
young people’s faith in In-
dia’s education system and 

deserve urgent parliamen-
tary attention.

His wife, Gitanjali Ang-
mo, has approached the 
Delhi High Court, alleging 
that his continued stay at 
Safdarjung Hospital 
amounts to unlawful deten-
tion. The statement comes 
amid heightened tensions 
following the “Sansad 
Chalo” march, where pro-
testers reportedly clashed 
with police near Parlia-
ment Street, leading to de-
tentions and baton charg-
es. Meanwhile, three young 
activists—Neha, Aameen 
and Manish—ended their 
23-day hunger strike after 
doctors warned of  deterio-
rating health. Organisers, 
however, maintained that 
the movement would con-
tinue through peaceful 
democratic means, signal-
ling that the confrontation 
between protesting stu-
dents and the government 
is far from over.

Red Sea Tensions 
Spike as Houthis 
Announce 
Maritime Embargo 
on Saudi Arabia
n FAIR REPORT 
NEW DELHI

The fragile calm between 
Saudi Arabia and Yemen’s 
Iran-backed Houthi move-
ment appears to be under 
renewed strain after the 
Houthis announced an 
immediate maritime em-
bargo on the kingdom, 
raising fresh concerns 
over security in the Red 
Sea—one of  the world’s 
busiest trade corridors. 
Houthi military spokes-
person Yahya Saree said 
the embargo was being 
imposed on the principle 
of  “an eye for an eye”, de-
scribing it as retaliation 
for alleged Saudi air-
strikes on facilities, in-
cluding Sanaa Interna-
tional Airport. The group 
also accused Riyadh of  
maintaining restrictions 
on Yemen’s ports, air-
ports and border cross-
ings for over a decade, 
calling them a form of  
economic warfare. 

CJP leaders meet JP Nadda, present 
three demands as Centre opens 
dialogue amid Parliament protest

New Delhi: The Centre has 
initiated talks with leaders of  
the Cockroach Janta Party 
(CJP) amid its ongoing “San-
sad Chalo” protest in New 
Delhi. Two CJP representa-
tives met Union Minister J.P. 
Nadda after the government 
reached out for discussions, 
while Home Minister Amit 
Shah also held a meeting with 
Education Minister Dhar-
mendra Pradhan as demon-
strations intensified around 
Parliament. The meeting 
marked the first formal en-
gagement between the gov-
ernment and the protest lead-
ers. Maps During the meet-

ing, the CJP delegation sub-
mitted three key demands. 
These included the resigna-
tion of  Education Minister 
Dharmendra Pradhan, the 
government’s acceptance of  
responsibility for alleged ir-
regularities in competitive 
examinations, and compre-
hensive reforms to make the 
examination system more 
transparent and accountable. 
According to the delegation, 
Nadda sought time to discuss 
the demands with the govern-
ment and appealed to the pro-
testers to end their sit-in, but 
did not offer any immediate 
assurances.

NDA to hold first ‘Mangal Milan’ meeting 

amid Monsoon Session

n FAIR REPORT 
NEW DELHI

The National Democratic 
Alliance (NDA) parlia-
mentary party will hold a 
meeting on Tuesday at 
Parliament, marking the 
first gathering under its 
newly adopted name, 
‘Mangal Milan’, as the rul-
ing coalition seeks to 
strengthen coordination 
during the ongoing Mon-
soon Session.

The meeting is sched-
uled to begin at 9:30 am at 
the GMC Balayogi Audito-
rium in the Parliament 
Library Building. Mem-
bers of  Parliament from 
all NDA constituents in 
both the Lok Sabha and 
the Rajya Sabha are ex-
pected to attend. Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
is scheduled to address 

the meeting. Traditional-
ly, the NDA parliamentary 
party has held meetings 
every Tuesday during Par-
liament sessions. This 
time, however, the gather-
ing has been termed ‘Man-
gal Milan’, reflecting what 
the ruling alliance de-
scribes as an effort to give 
its regular parliamentary 
meetings a new cultural 
and organisational iden-
tity. The meeting assumes 
added significance as Par-
liament has witnessed re-
peated disruptions at the 
start of  the Monsoon Ses-
sion, with the Opposition 
pressing for discussions 
on several contentious is-
sues. Monday, proceed-
ings in both the Lok Sabha 
and the Rajya Sabha were 
repeatedly disrupted as 
Opposition members de-

manded debates on the 
NEET controversy, the al-
leged Ram Temple dona-
tion scam, the CJP protest 
at Jantar Mantar, and con-
cerns over the E20 petrol 
rollout, among other is-
sues. As the House con-
vened on Monday, on the 
first day of  the Monsoon 
Session of  Parliament, the 
proceedings were marked 
by chaos and relentless 
sloganeering from the Op-
position benches. Even 
after Jagdambika Pal in 
the Chair urged the Oppo-
sition MPs to maintain 
the decorum of  the House, 
the parliamentarians con-
tinued with the sloganeer-
ing.

Earlier, Dilip Saikia in 
the Chair tried to bring 
the House in order; how-
ever, the din did not fade.
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PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
n New Delhi

The Polit Bureau of the
Communist Party of India
(Marxist) on Monday strong-
ly condemned the police
action against students and
youth protesting at Jantar
Mantar during a march to
Parliament, demanding the
re signat ion of  U nion
Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan and
the disbanding of  the
National Testing Agency
(NTA).

Security forces resorted
to a lathi-charge and used
tear gas to disperse hun-
dreds of demonstrators who
had gathered following a
call by student and youth
outfits over alleged paper
leaks and irregularities in the
NEET examinations. Several
protesters sustained injuries
in the clash, which also wit-
nessed police action near
the CPI(M) headquarters at
Gole Market.

In a press statement, the
CPI(M) Polit Bureau alleged

that the police carried out
“ferocious attacks” on peace-
ful demonstrators at the
behest of the Union Home
Ministry. The party accused
the Centre of adopting a
dictatorial approach and
refusing to engage in dia-
logue despite a month-long
nationwide protest.

“The paranoid
Government, instead of being
accountable for the growing
mess in education and the
pathetic situation of unem-
ployment, has refused to
have a dialogue with the
protesters,” the statement

read, warning the Union
Government that repressive
measures would fail to sup-
press the growing anger
among the country’s youth.

The party reiterated its
demands for the immediate
resignation of Dharmendra
Pradhan, the dissolution of
the NTA, and the uncondi-
tional release of all detained
student activists.

Expressing solidarity with
the protesting students, 
CPI(M) General Secretary MA
Baby lashed out at the Union
Government for suppressing
democratic protests.

“The brutal police action
on students peacefully exer-
cising their democratic
rights at Jantar Mantar is
unacceptable. Instead of
fixing accountability for the
NEET mess and addressing
the grievances of millions of
aspirants,  the Modi
Government is using police
force to brutally crush
student voices. Dharmendra
Pradhan must step down
immediately on moral
grounds,” MA Baby said.

GIRISH SHARMA 
n Bhopal

With the high-stakes Datia
Assembly by-election enter-
ing a crucial phase, the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
has launched an aggressive
organisational campaign by
deploying senior leaders,
former ministers, former
MLAs and experienced office-
bearers to oversee booth-
level operations, signalling
the party’s focus on micro-
management to retain the
prestigious seat.

While Chief  Minister
Mohan Yadav, State BJP pres-
ident Hemant Khandelwal,
State BJP in-charge Mahendra
Singh, ministers and senior
leaders are spearheading
the campaign, the party has
simultaneously activated its
grassroots network by
assigning veteran leaders to
individual Shakti Kendras,
the BJP’s key organisational
units responsible for booth
management and voter
mobilisation.

Under the strategy, each
Shakti Kendra has been

assigned a Prabhari (in-
charge) and a Sangathak
(organiser), who will jointly
supervise four to six polling
booths. Their responsibili-
ties include coordinating
booth-level workers,
strengthening voter outreach,
monitoring election pre-
paredness and ensuring
effective management on
polling day.

According to the list issued
by the Datia district BJP unit,
senior leaders have been
assigned responsibilities
across Datia Urban, Datia
Rural, Badoni, Bhander,
Indergarh and Seondha
mandals. Several former min-
isters, former legislators and
experienced organisational
functionaries have been
entrusted with the task of

ensuring seamless coordina-
tion between the party
organisation and grassroots
workers.

The move comes as the BJP
intensifies its campaign for
the July 30 bypoll, widely
seen as a prestige battle for
the ruling party. The election
assumes added significance
after the party fielded
Ashutosh Tiwari, replacing
senior leader and former
Home Minister Narottam
Mishra, whose supporters
had initially expressed resent-
ment over the ticket decision
before the leadership moved
swiftly to restore unity within
the organisation.

Party leaders believe that
booth management remains
the backbone of the BJP’s
electoral success. By assign-
ing experienced leaders to
every Shakti Kendra, the
organisation aims to
strengthen voter contact,
improve coordination among
workers and maximise voter
turnout on polling day.

Speaking about the party’s
election strategy, BJP State
president Hemant

Khandelwal said the BJP’s
greatest strength lies in its
disciplined cadre and robust
organisational structure. He
said every worker has an
important role in the election,
adding that the party remains
in “election mode” through-
out the year through contin-
uous coordination with
booth, mandal, district and
State-level workers.
Khandelwal also expressed
confidence that the BJP would
register a decisive victory in
the Datia bypoll, saying the
organisation was united and
fully committed to ensuring
the success of the party’s
candidate.

A Shakti Kendra is regarded
as one of the BJP’s most impor-
tant organisational units,
serving as the link between
the party leadership and
booth-level workers. With two
senior functionaries super-
vising each cluster of booths,
the BJP hopes to ensure metic-
ulous planning, efficient voter
mobilisation and effective
election-day management as
it seeks to retain the Datia
Assembly seat.

MOHIT KANDHARI 
n Jammu 

A day after devastating flash
floods and landslides
claimed 12 lives and left
several others missing
across Jammu division, 10
more civilians lost their lives
on Monday, taking the death
toll in the rain-battered
region to 22.

According to official
sources, seven people were
buried alive when their
house was struck by a
massive landslide in the
Domail Dhok area of Loran
in Poonch district. The inci-
dent was reported after
midnight, following flash
floods that triggered
massive mudslides. 

Three persons were killed
and six others injured after
falling boulders struck a
passenger bus and a house
in two separate incidents in
the hilly Doda district.

According to Deputy
Commissioner Poonch,
Ashok Kumar Sharma, seven
people have lost their lives
in the incident in Loran
Dumilan village. He said all
seven bodies have been
retrieved. Among the seven
killed, four were women.

Mohd Rafiq lost his wife,
Zaida Begum, and two
minor kids along with four
other relatives. 

In a separate incident, a
rock rolled down a hillock
near Raggi Nallah along the
Jammu-Kishtwar national
highway around 9.30 am
amid torrential rains, hitting
a passenger bus,  the 
officials said.

They said a rescue opera-
tion was launched immedi-
ately, and seven injured
persons were shifted to a
nearby hospital, where one
of them, identified as
Manish Kumar,  was
declared brought dead.

In addition, the body of an
unidentified person was
recovered from the

damaged vehicle, the offi-
cials said, adding efforts are
underway to establish the
identity of the deceased.

The officials said the
highway remained blocked
as a couple of private vehi-
cles were also hit by boul-
ders in the area. However,
the occupants of the 
vehicles escaped unhurt.

In another incident, a
woman identified as Shiv
Devi was killed after being
hit by a shooting stone at
her house in the Kashtigarh
area of the district, the 
officials said.

Meanwhile, heavy rain on
Monday severely hampered
rescue operations in both
Poonch and Rajouri districts.

The fresh spell of rain
began around 3 am in the
twin border districts and
continued unabated,
making rescue and search
operations difficult in the
affected areas.

Police, Army, SDRF and
Civil Defence personnel and
local volunteers continued
rescue efforts despite the
adverse weather,  the 
officials said.

Moderate to heavy rainfall
was reported from Jammu
and several other districts,
though there were no
immediate reports of any
loss of life or damage 
to property.

Earlier, a BJP delegation led
by the Leader of the
Opposition in the Jammu
and Kashmir Assembly, Sunil
Sharma, visited the flood-
affected areas of Poonch and
Rajouri districts to assess the
damage caused by flash
floods and landslides trig-
gered by torrential rain.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
n New Delhi

India has approved its first
dengue vaccine, with the
Drug Controller General of
India (DCGI) granting market
authorisation to the vaccine
QDENGA, developed by
Takeda Biopharmaceuticals
India.

The vaccine is approved for
people aged 4 to 60 years and
can be given regardless of
whether a person has previ-
ously been infected with
dengue.

Unlike the older dengue
vaccine, Dengvaxia, QDENGA
does not require people to
undergo blood testing to
determine whether they
have previously had dengue,
a significant advantage for
large-scale public health
programmes.

“Since its launch in 2022,
QDENGA has been approved

in 43 countries, with more
than 32 million doses distrib-
uted globally. This approval
marks an important step
forward in strengthening
dengue prevention in India,”
said Mahender Nayak, Head
of Intercontinental Markets,
Takeda.

The latest seven-year data
for QDENGA show continued
protection against dengue
infection and hospitalisation
across all four serotypes, an
important milestone for com-
munities and health systems,
he added.

The vaccine has already
been approved in more than
40 countries, including the
European Union, the United
Kingdom, Brazil, Indonesia
and Argentina. India now joins
that list at a time when dengue
is emerging as one of the
country’s biggest seasonal
public health threats.

The approval in India is

based on results from
Takeda’s global clinical devel-
opment programme, involv-
ing 19 Phase 1, 2 and 3 clinical
trials with over 28,000 partic-
ipants in both endemic and
non-endemic regions, the
company said.

It is also supported by data

from a Phase III clinical trial
(DEN-302) conducted in
Indian participants, which
evaluated the safety and
immunogenicity of the
vaccine in individuals aged 
4-60 years, it added.

The vaccine is administered
subcutaneously, 0.5 ml as a

two-dose regimen, with doses
given three months apart.

India carries a substantial
dengue burden, and all four
dengue virus serotypes have
been documented as co-cir-
culating in several regions,
said Goh Choo Beng, Medical
Affairs Head, Southeast Asia
& India Cluster, Takeda.

“QDENGA is designed to
protect against all four
serotypes, regardless of prior
exposure. Its approval repre-
sents an important step in
strengthening India’s com-
prehensive approach to
dengue prevention, along-
side vector control, surveil-
lance, community awareness
and other public health mea-
sures,” Beng added.

The company added that
the World Health
Organisation (WHO) recom-
mends QDENGA for use in
dengue-endemic regions and
supports its inclusion in public

immunisation programmes
in high-transmission areas
without requiring pre-vacci-
nation screening.

QDENGA has also received
WHO prequalification, con-
firming that it meets interna-
tional standards for quality,
safety and effectiveness. This
also makes the vaccine eligi-
ble for procurement by global
agencies such as UNICEF and
the Pan American Health
Organisation (PAHO).

Dengue, a mosquito-borne
viral disease, poses a signifi-
cant global public health
threat, with prevalence in
over 125 countries. India
accounts for nearly one-third
of the global dengue burden,
the company said.

Millions of Indians remain at
risk each year due to wide-
spread endemicity, rapid
urbanisation and climate-
related factors that drive mos-
quito proliferation, it added.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi on Monday dubbed
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi as the “most anti-youth”
PM in the country’s history as
he accused the Government
of not just failing the youth
but also pouncing on them.

Gandhi’s remarks came
after security forces resorted
to a baton-charge near
Parliament Street after thou-
sands of Cockroach Janta
Party (CJP) supporters, protest-
ing against the paper leaks,
allegedly tried to breach bar-
ricades while marching
towards Parliament on the
first day of the Monsoon
session.

As CJP supporters, including
students, marched towards
Parliament, the police tried to
stop them and used tear gas
and lathi-charged them.

“Prime Minister Modi is the
‘most anti-youth Prime
Minister in India’s history -
He’s so ‘anti-youth’ that he
can’t even take the resigna-
tion of a failed Education
Minister,  Dharmendra
Pradhan.

“152 paper leaks. 7.5 crore
students victimised. And not
a single guilty person pun-
ished. Who got the punish-
ment? The hardworking
youth,” he said in a post in
Hindi on X.

Gandhi said when children
raise legitimate questions
about education, they are met
with batons and detention 
in response. 

“The criminals who leaked
the papers roam free - and
the students raising valid
issues are dragged around,
beaten.

“This Government is not
just failing the youth - it is
pouncing on them,” the
Leader of Opposition in Lok
Sabha said. 

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE  
n New Delhi 

Union Minister of State for Personnel,
Public Grievances & Pensions, Dr
Jitendra Singh, on Monday called for
a comprehensive review of pension
regulations to ensure that evolving
social realities are adequately
reflected in Government policies,
stating that many pension disputes
arise because existing rules have
failed to keep pace with changing
societal needs. 

He emphasised that the ultimate
objective of pension administration
should be to prevent litigation
through timely policy reforms rather
than resolving disputes after they
reach the courts.

Addressing the 2nd National
Workshop on Pension Litigation,
organised by the Department of
Pension & Pensioners’ Welfare, the
Minister said the Government is com-
mitted to creating a zero-litigation
pension ecosystem through simpli-
fied rules, improved grievance redres-
sal, stronger coordination among
Ministries and proactive identification
of recurring issues before they
develop into legal disputes.

During the event, Dr Jitendra Singh

launched the Compendium of Case
Laws on Pension Litigation, a Flyer on
Pension Litigation, and the Special
Campaign 3.0 of the Department of
Pension & Pensioners’ Welfare, aimed
at strengthening litigation manage-
ment, improving service delivery
and promoting citizen-centric
pension administration.

Singh observed that pension
administration must continuously
evolve alongside changing social
realities. Referring to recent reforms,
he highlighted the Government’s
decision to extend pension benefits
to separated daughters by simplify-
ing eligibility conditions, thereby

eliminating the need for lengthy
legal proceedings in many deserving
cases. He said such reforms demon-
strate the Government’s commit-
ment to making pension policies
more humane, inclusive and respon-
sive to contemporary societal
requirements.

The Minister also referred to reforms
in family pension provisions, noting
that outdated regulations inherited
from earlier administrative frame-
works often created hardship for ben-
eficiaries. He said several such provi-
sions have been revisited over the past
few years to ensure that pensioners
and their families are not compelled

to seek judicial intervention merely to
receive legitimate benefits.

Earlier, welcoming the partici-
pants, Dhrubajyoti Sengupta, Joint
Secretary, Department of Pension &
Pensioners’  Welfare, said the
Department’s vision is centred on
improving the ease of life of pen-
sioners through policy reforms,
digital governance and effective
litigation management. He informed
that  l i t igat ion case s  on t he
Department’s Litigation Information
Management System (LIMS) have
declined by nearly 20 per cent over
the past year, reflecting improved
coordination among Ministries, legal
counsels and departments.

The workshop was attended by
Nivedita Shukla Verma, Secretary,
Department of Pension & Pensioners’
Welfare; Sukriti Likhi, Secretary,
Department of Ex-Servicemen Welfare;
Dr Rajiv Mani, Secretary, Department
of Legal Affairs; and R Venkataramani,
Ld. Attorney General for India. The pro-
gramme featured two technical ses-
sions on pension litigation before tri-
bunals and courts, litigation man-
agement, standardisation of case
laws, and policy interventions aimed
at minimising avoidable pension-
related disputes.

SAUGAR SENGUPTA 
n Kolkata

In a damaging development
that could hurt the very
purpose of observing the
Trinamool Congress’
Martyrs’ Day by the Mamata
Banerjee faction of the
Trinamool Congress, Bengal
Chief Minister Suvendu
Adhikari on Monday dis-
closed the long-pending
report of  the Justice
Sushanta Chattopadhyay
Commission.

The report incidentally
comes just on the eve of the
TMC’s observance of the 33rd
Martyrs’ Day rally on July 21
and threatens to challenge
Mamata Banerjee’s moral
right to politically exploit the
day, experts said.

According to the report
presented before the
Assembly, the police firing
on Youth Congress demon-

strators on July 21 1993,
killing 13 persons, was legally
unwarranted.

The report said that the
firing was carried out on the
instructions of the then
Home Secretary Manish
Gupta. Instead of taking
action against Gupta after
becoming the Chief Minister,
Mamata Banerjee not only
sent him to Parliament but
also made him a Cabinet
Minister in his Government,
post 2011.

The report had thus far

been kept under the carpet
by the previous TMC
Government notwithstand-
ing its annual observance of
the TMC Martyrs’ Day rally,
when the kin of the
deceased were honoured
from the dais.

Chief Minister Adhikari
also released the names of
the 44 witnesses who were
summoned by the
Commission. Mamata
Banerjee, who had always
claimed to be a witness to
the firing, however, was not
summoned by the
Commission.

Referring to the reports,
the Chief Minister said:
“Many people extracted ben-
efits from the July 21 move-
ment, some rose in power,
some acquired status to go
abroad, but the people of
Bengal still do not know as
to what really happened
that day.”

DCGI approves India’s first dengue vaccine—QDENGA

Rahul slams baton charge on CJP
protests, calls PM anti-youth

West Bengal CM Suvendu releases
1993 firing report ahead of TMC rally

Jitendra Singh calls for revisiting pension rules to minimise litigation CPI(M) condemns police action on students 

Datia bypoll: BJP deploys top leaders for booth duty

10 more die in Jammu rain
havoc; death toll reaches 22

ASI received 121 nods for archaeological
projects in five years, says Union Govt
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

There were 121 instances
when permission was
granted for the ASI to carry
out archaeological projects
in the country in the last five
years, the Government
informed Parliament on
Monday.

Union Culture Minister
Gajendra Singh Shekhawat
shared the data in a written
response to a query in 
Lok Sabha.

He was also asked for
details of any court orders
regarding the continuance
or closure of any archaeo-
logical projects during the
last five years and the action
taken thereof.

“There is no court order
regarding the continuation
or closure of any archaeolog-
ical projects during the last
five years,” Shekhawat said.

There are 3,686 centrally
protected monuments and
sites under the care and main-

tenance of the Archaeological
Survey of India (ASI) across 
the country.

The Union minister was
also asked about the sites
where the ASI is doing exca-
vation across the country
along with expenditure
incurred thereon and the
timeline set for completion of
works; and the details of his-
torical findings discovered
from the archaeological pro-
jects carried out during the
last five years and scientific
validations thereof.

In tabulated data, he
shared that 121 instances of
permission were issued for
carrying out archaeological

projects by the ASI in 
the last five years.

In 2021-22, as many as 24
instances of permission
were issued, while in 2022-
23, the figure stood at 31; and
for 2024 and 2025, the
numbers stood at 22 and 25,
respectively.

“During excavation, struc-
tural remains, burials, pottery
and antiquities such as coins,
beads, ornaments, agricultur-
al tools, bone objects, etc.
have been unearthed and, as
per set practice, samples are
sent to various institutions
for scientific validations
whenever required,” the 
minister added. 

Rahul Gandhi with Congress MP Priyanka Gandhi Vadra during the
Monsoon session of Parliament in New Delhi on Monday PTI

CPI(M) General Secretary MA Baby 
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Several landslides were reported in Guwahati on
Monday, with the authorities issuing an alert for more
rainfall in the city over the next 24 hours, aggravating
the situation. Kamrup Metropolitan District
Commissioner Swapneel Paul said landslides were
reported from at least five locations, though no
casualties have been reported so far. The affected areas
include Kamakhya main road beyond Prashanti Lodge,
Kamakhya Colony near Ganesh Mandir, Paschim
Kamakhya village near the water tanker, Pandu Temple
Ghat and Madhavdevnagar in Maligaon, he said.
People have been advised to avoid unnecessary travel in
hilly areas of the district, particularly around Maligaon
and Pandu, he said. (PNS )

States Focus

LANDSLIDES HIT GUWAHATI;
LOCALS ASKED TO STAY ALERT 

DOVAL TO RECEIVE LOKMANYA
TILAK AWARD ON AUGUST 1
National Security Advisor Ajit Doval has been selected for
the prestigious Lokmanya Tilak Award for his significant
contribution to the field of national security, the Tilak
Smarak Trust announced on Monday.

Union Home Minister Amit Shah will present the award
to Doval at a function in Pune on August 1. Maharashtra
Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis, Deputy CMs Eknath
Shinde and Sunetra Pawar are likely to attend the event,
the trust’s president, Dr Rohit Tilak, said at a press
conference.

The award ceremony will be held at the Maharashtriya
Mandal ground in the Gultekdi area of Pune.

Doval, 81, has handled crucial assignments in sensitive
regions, including Mizoram, Sikkim, Punjab and Jammu
and Kashmir. He also served in diplomatic roles at Indian
missions in Islamabad and London.

He is the longest-serving National Security Advisor of
India. Doval has served as India’s special representative
for the India-China boundary talks and is also credited
with playing an important role in diplomatic efforts that
helped resolve the Doklam standoff. (PTI)

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n Ahmedabad

Gujarat has recorded 63
suspected cases of
Chandipura virus, of which
12 have tested positive,
according to a review of the
situation by the State health
authorities.

A review meeting chaired
by Health Minister Praful
Pansheriya examined the
geographical spread of
reported cases, possible
sources of transmission, lab-
oratory testing and mea-
sures undertaken by the
administration.

Of the 12 positive cases,

nine are from Gujarat, and
three are from Rajasthan.
The positive cases in Gujarat
have been reported from
Panchmahal and Kheda,
which have recorded two
cases each, while
Sabarkantha, Mehsana,
Bharuch, Bhavnagar and the
Ahmedabad Municipal
Corporation area have
reported one case each.

The Health Minister direct-
ed officials to maintain inten-
sive surveillance in areas
reporting cases and conduct
detailed investigations into
patients’ travel and medical
histories to identify possible
sources of infection.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n Bhopal

The Madhya Pradesh
Government on Monday
introduced the Uniform Civil
Code (UCC) Bil l  in the
Assembly,  where noisy
scenes were witnessed as
the Opposition demanded a
discussion on the alleged
land purchases linked to
Chief Minister Mohan Yadav.

The State Government
tabled the Uniform Civil Code
(UCC) Bill, 2026, on the
opening day of the five-day
monsoon session, even as
Congress members demand-
ed an urgent debate on the
alleged scam in Ujjain.

The House was adjourned
for  30 minutes after
Congress members trooped
into the well.

Speaker Narendra Singh

Tomar said the House would
take up discussion on the
UCC Bill on Tuesday.

A recent newspaper report
had claimed that Yadav and
his family members pur-
chased huge land parcels
after the latter became the
chief minister — a charge

denied by the BJP as baseless.
As soon as the Question

Hour concluded, Leader of
the Opposition Umang
Singhar raised the issue of
land purchases linked to the
chief minister and family
through an adjournment
motion, inviting strong objec-

tions from BJP legislators and
ministers. Assembly Affairs
Minister Kailash Vijayvargiya
opposed the demand, saying
the matter could not be taken
up through an adjournment
motion. He contended that
the adjournment motion is
usually taken up on recent
developments and not on
old ones.

Congress MLAs trooped
into the well of the House
shouting s logans,  and
Singhar maintained that the
adjournment motion per-
tained to the alleged acqui-
sition of land linked to the
Simhastha area and the
alleged purchase of land by
the chief minister’s family,
insisting on a debate.

As the Congress members
refused to relent, the Speaker
adjourned the proceedings
for 30 minutes. 

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n Wardha (Maharashtra)

Six persons were killed when a truck
crashed into a car on the Mumbai-Nagpur
Samruddhi Expressway in Maharashtra’s
Wardha district early on Monday, police said.

The two vehicles caught fire after the acci-
dent that occurred at around 3 am near Virul
village. Traffic movement on the busy
expressway was disrupted.

A container truck carrying ethanol over-
turned near interchange IC-80 on the
expressway. While another lane remained
operational, a stationary car on the road was
struck from behind by a truck, and both vehi-
cles caught fire, a senior police official said.

Four car passengers and two occupants
of the truck, including its driver, died in the
accident, he said.

Teams from the Highway Safety Patrol,
Wardha Police, fire brigade, and the
Maharashtra State Road Development
Corporation rushed to the spot for rescue
and traffic restoration operations.

Since the overturned container was car-
rying highly flammable ethanol, it was
necessary to empty it first before its safe
removal. The operation was underway
with utmost caution to ensure public safety,
the official said.

Traffic on the Mumbai-Nagpur carriage-
way was being diverted to the opposite lane,
causing heavy congestion along the affect-
ed stretch. Police also advised motorists trav-

elling from Nagpur to Mumbai to avoid using
the Samruddhi Expressway up to Wardha
for the next few hours. They asked people
to use the Nagpur-Amravati highway and
rejoin the expressway through the Amravati
gate interchange.

Efforts were underway to facilitate the
safe clearance of the accident site. 

Notably, the Samruddhi Expressway
recorded 185 accidents in 2025, a 35 per cent
increase from the 2024 figure of 137, as per
the highway police data. 

The 701-km six-lane access-controlled
highway, which connects Vidarbha’s largest
city to the country’s financial Capital, 
has been opened to traffic in phases since
December 2022. An Intelligent Traffic
Management System is  currently  
under implementation to improve moni-
toring and enhance road safety, officials
earlier said. 

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n Tuticorin (Tamil Nadu)

Opposition DMK MLA, GV
Markandeyan, was arrested
on Monday for allegedly
making defamatory remarks
against Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister C Joseph Vijay,
drawing sharp criticism from
the party president MK
Stalin, who denounced the
police action.

Markandeyan, represent-
ing the Vilathikulam
Assembly constituency, was
picked up by a police team
from his residence amidst
protests by his supporters
who raised slogans con-
demning the police action.

He was later arrested, a
police official said, and added
that his arrest followed a
complaint from the ruling
TVK functionary over his con-
troversial speech threatening
the chief minister.

The police registered an FIR
against Markandeyan under
three sections of the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS)
— criminal intimidation,
intentional insult with intent
to provoke breaching public
peace, and spreading false
information, following a com-

plaint lodged by P Kasiram,
the Tamilaga Vettri
Kazhagam functionary, the
official said.

While addressing a public
meeting in Kovilpatti in the
district on July 18,
Markandeyan had issued
threats and made derogato-
ry remarks against the chief
minister, which were found
in bad taste. Kasiram had said
in his complaint to the police.

In the viral video of his
arrest, the legislator could be
heard saying that he could
not be arrested without the
permission of the Tamil Nadu
Assembly Speaker, since he
was an MLA. The police had to
convince the MLA to take
him to the police station,
even as his supporters staged
a protest in front of his house.

Markandeyan is the second
legislator from the DMK to be
arrested from the Tuticorin
district within weeks. Former
State minister Anita R
Radhakrishnan, representing
the Tiruchendur Assembly
constituency in the district,
was arrested on July 3,
allegedly for making a defam-
atory speech against Vijay.

Strongly condemning the
arrest, Stalin accused the
ruling TVK of political vendet-
ta and said the former DMK
ministers and party legisla-
tors were “continuously
hunted” for pointing out the
mistakes and misdeeds done
by the current regime.

“The court recently pulled
up the Government for
adding unrelated criminal
sections even in defama-

tion cases,” the former 
Chief Minister said on ‘X’ and
claimed that the arrested
MLA was denied a  
meeting with his lawyer
and supporters.

“Those who went to deliver
medicines to him
(Markandeyan) were prevent-
ed, and even the basic legal
and human rights of the
arrested person have also
been denied. Is what is hap-
pening in Tamil Nadu the
rule of law or the rule of
Satan?” Stalin asked.

He sought to know why
the TVK Government, which
is “reluctant to take action
against a minister who pow-
dered a  tablet  in  the
stadium, those involved in
the gang rape of a woman,
was arresting those making
political remarks.”

The DMK chief was appar-
ently referring to the inci-
dent of a TVK functionary,
who, before becoming a
minister, had powdered a
pill to be administered to his
daughter who fell  sick
during a cricket match, and
also the alleged sexual
assault  of  a woman in
Tuticorin under the pretext
of providing her a job.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n Bengaluru

Karnataka Congress presi-
dent BK Hariprasad on
Monday questioned the
alleged flow of ONGC’s CSR
funds to organisations linked
to the RSS and demanded
greater transparency and
accountability in the use of
public resources.

Referring to a media report,
Hariprasad alleged that state-
owned ONGC had channelled
`668 crore in CSR funds to 20
RSS-linked organisations over
the past decade and said the
issue warranted public scruti-
ny. “It’s reported that Rs 668
crore of ONGC’s CSR funds
reportedly flowed to 20 RSS-
linked organisations over the
last decade,” Hariprasad said

in a post on ‘X’.
He further alleged that the

reported funding pattern
should be viewed alongside
“the recurring allegations of
public resources — from
temple offerings and disaster
relief funds to Covid relief,

public land, and Kalyana
Karnataka development
funds — being channelled
into the Sangh ecosystem.”

Hariprasad questioned the
RSS’s claim that it does not
receive government funds,
saying, “Yet the @RSSorg

claims it doesn’t take Govt
funds. If public institutions &
taxpayer-backed resources
are funding your affiliates,
how can RSS claim to be
independent of govt money?”

He said the debate had
gone beyond the question of
registration and added, “The
issue is no longer registration
alone; it is transparency,
accountability, and the right
of citizens to know how
public money is being spent.”

Demanding answers from
the RSS,  the Karnataka
Congress chief said, “RSS
should not evade further
questions on its funding and
how correct it is morally for
an unregistered organisation
to receive such funds.”

There was no immediate
response from ONGC. 

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n Anand

A man accused of kidnapping and
murdering a minor girl was killed in an
encounter in Gujarat’s Anand district
after he allegedly attacked police per-
sonnel with a concealed knife while
trying to escape from custody, an offi-
cial said on Monday.

Two policemen sustained injuries in
the attack on Sunday night. The
accused, whom the police shot in self-
defence, died during treatment,
Inspector General of Ahmedabad Range
Raghavendra Vatsa said.

“A person accused of kidnapping and
killing a minor girl has been killed in an
encounter as he tried to escape after
attacking police with a concealed knife
on Sunday night. Two policemen
received injuries in the knife attack,”
Vatsa told reporters. Police identified
the deceased as Suresh Parmar, in his
late 20s, who was accused of kidnap-
ping and murdering a four-and-a-half-
year-old girl from Vasad in the district.

According to Anand police, the girl
was sleeping with her parents, who are
migrant labourers, on a platform at the
Vasad railway station and was abduct-
ed at around 9.15 pm on Saturday. Later,
the body was found on the railway
tracks early on Sunday.

The railway station’s CCTV footage
showed the accused taking the child
away. Multiple teams of the railway

police, Anand district police, Local
Crime Branch (LCB), Special Operations
Group and Vasad police launched a
search operation.

Parmar, a resident of Borsad town in
Anand, was arrested late Sunday
evening by Borsad rural police and
handed over to the LCB for further
investigation, the police said.

While the LCB personnel were bring-
ing Parmar to Anand town on Sunday
night, he asked the escorting team to
stop the vehicle, claiming he needed to
vomit. After the vehicle halted, he
allegedly attacked two policemen with
a hidden knife in an attempt to flee,
causing injuries to both of them, they
said.

A sub-inspector repeatedly warned
the accused to surrender, but he con-
tinued the attack, forcing the police to
open fire in self-defence, the police said.

Parmar sustained a bullet injury
and was taken to a hospital in
Karamsad, where he succumbed to his
injuries in the early hours of Monday,
they added. 

SAUGAR SENGUPTA 
n Kolkata

Bengal Chief Minister
Suvendu Adhikari  on
Monday announced the
mandatory use of Bangla as
a language of communica-
tion in official transactions,
in addition to his
Government deciding to
create a Special
Investigating Agency along
the lines of the National
Investigating Agency to
preempt future possible
security threats.

The decisions come a day
after the conclusion of Union
Home Minister Amit Shah’s
three-day trip to the State
during which he empha-
sised the promotion of
India’s rich cultural heritage
on the sidelines of reviewing
the State’s internal and
border security system.

All the official communi-
cations within the adminis-
tration and with the public
would be in Bangla. This
would include the First
Information Reports lodged
by the police too, the Chief
Minister said.

During his speech in the
State Assembly, Adhikari
said, “Bangla will be manda-
torily used in all the official
communications of the State
Government… this will be
implemented at all levels
from September 1… the inter-
vening period will be used
for translating the docu-
ments,” he said, adding the
State in its communication
with the central Government
will use Hindi alongside
Bengali for that purpose.

Referring to a letter from

Shah to this end, the Chief
Minister said how the Home
Minister in his letter written
in Bangla invoked Bharatiya
Jana Sangh founder Syama
Prasad Mookerjee's dream
for the preservation and pro-
motion of Indian languages.

In his letter written in
Bengali, Shah recalled how
Mookerjee was an “ardent
supporter of conservation,
development and the exten-
sive use of Indian lan-
guages.” Shah, in his letter,
advised the use of Bangla
and Rajbhasha (State lan-
guage) Hindi "instead of a
foreign language, for in offi-
cial communications with
the Central Government,”
Adhikari said.

Referring to the file man-
agement, departmental
communications and official
notings, Shah in his letter
said, “I believe that on the
125th birth anniversary of
Syama Prasad Mookerjee,
your Government will take
effective steps for the exten-
sive use and development of
Indian languages”

The Home Minister on
Sunday, while inaugurating
India’s first immersive lan-
guage museum at the
National Library, had exten-
sively dwelt on the reinven-
tion and reinvigoration of
national heritage and culture,
putting it back on the centre
stage. “There is no bar in gath-
ering information about
foreign culture, languages,
etc but there is an urgent
need for the revival of Indian
cultural heritage, which can
only be possible through the
learning of the mother
tongue,” he said.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

While the amount deployed
in environmental corporate
social responsibility (CSR) has
steadily increased in recent
years, only 8.4 per cent of the
total CSR was spent on it in
the financial year 2023-24,
according to a report.

It also stated that among
India’s 50 most climate-vul-
nerable districts, 30 of them
received only 1 per cent (Rs
106 crore) of total environ-
mental CSR spending over the
past three years.

The report, ‘A Decade of
Green Spending: What
`17,000 Crores of
Environmental CSR Reveals
About Corporate India’, was
released by Sattva Consulting,
a global impact consulting
firm, on Monday.

It also revealed that sectors
with some of the largest envi-
ronmental footprints, includ-
ing energy, mining, and oil,
gas, coal and petroleum,
show relatively low participa-

tion in environmental CSR.
“Sectors with high pollu-

tion intensity, including oil,
gas, coal and petroleum,
mining, and energy, allocate
only 5-7 per cent of their CSR
budgets to environmental
initiatives... By contrast, con-
sumer-facing sectors such as
FMCG and automotive allo-
cate over 10-15 per cent of CSR
to environmental themes,”
said the report.

The analysis highlighted
that high-value environmen-
tal CSR projects (`50 lakh
and above) in FY 2023-24,
water management (15 per
cent), renewable energy (12

per cent), and biodiversity (11
per cent) together account for
38 per cent of all high-value
project funding.

However,  air  quality,
despite its acute public health
relevance, received just Rs 14
crore, around 5 per cent of
the high-value project pool.

In a statement, Srikrishna
Sridhar Murthy, co-Founder
and CEO of Sattva Consulting,
said, “India’s climate ambi-
tions will require every form
of capital to work more
strategically. As climate risks
increasingly affect business
operations, supply chains
and communities.” 

MP Govt tables UCC Bill in Assembly West Bengal Govt to make all
communications in Bangla from
September 1, says CM

DMK legislator held for defamatory speech against TN CM

Karnataka Congress questions ONGC
CSR funds to RSS-linked organisations 

Gujarat: Murder accused attacks cops, killed in encounter

Out of total CSR only 8.4% spent on
environment in FY-2023-24: Report

6 killed as truck collides with car in Maharashtra Gujarat reports 63
suspected Chandipura
cases, 12 test positive

Madhya Pradesh Assembly speaker Narendra Singh Tomar being greeted
by Chief Minister Mohan Yadav in Bhopal on Monday

Karnataka Congress president BK Hariprasad

Opposition DMK MLA, GV Markandeyan
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Devotees carrying a 1,100-metre chunadi across the Tapi River during
celebrations marking the birth anniversary of the river goddess Tapi in
Surat, Gujarat, Monday

IN FOCUS

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
n Bharuch 

Narcotics with an estimated value of
`2,212 crore, including around 11.10
lakh bottles of various substances and
14,500 kg of drugs, seized from
various parts of Gujarat over the
past year, were on Monday destroyed
at an incinerator in Bharuch district, 
officials said. 

These substances were seized by
local police, CID and ATS, and 877 cases
were registered. The drugs were scien-
tifically disposed of at the BEIL inciner-
ator in the Dahej industrial area as per
environmental norms in the presence
of Deputy Chief Minister Harsh Sanghavi,
according to an official release.
Sanghavi said Gujarat Police have been
waging a “war” against drug cartels and
peddlers by busting syndicates and
coordinating with social organisations
to divert youngsters away from drugs.
“In every corner of Gujarat, police are
acting against drug cartels and peddlers,

not as a campaign, but as a war,” he told
media persons. 

Sanghavi said drugs valued at more
than ̀ 2,000 crore were destroyed at the
same incineration facility last October,
while the latest exercise involved nar-
cotics valued at ̀ 2,212 crore. He claimed
the Gujarat Police achieved the highest

conviction rate in drug-related cases in
India this year.

“We have been successful in secur-
ing convictions against more than 65
per cent of those involved in spreading
the drug menace. We are moving
towards achieving a 100 per cent con-
viction rate,” he added. 

Union Govt urges CJP to 
end sit-in, help restore peace

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
n New Delhi

A 19-year-old Class 11 student
was allegedly stabbed to
death following a quarrel
with a group of youngsters in
Delhi’s Kalkaji on Sunday
afternoon, police said.

The incident took place
near a park in B Block of DDA
Flats in Kalkaji. Police
received a PCR call about a
quarrel involving school stu-
dents at 2.23 pm and rushed
to the spot, where they found
the victim lying with stab
injuries. A CATS ambulance
reached the scene, adminis-
tered cardiopulmonary
resuscitation (CPR), and then
shifted the injured youth to
the AIIMS Trauma Centre.
However, doctors declared
him dead on arrival.

The deceased was identi-
fied as Saiyed Husain (19), a
resident of JJ Camp in Okhla
Phase-II. Police said Husain
was a Class 11 student at an
MCD school in Kalkaji.
Preliminary investigation sug-
gests that Husain was
stabbed during a quarrel
involving two to three
persons. “The victim sus-

tained stab injuries during an
altercation. The accused have
been identified and efforts
are underway to trace and
apprehend them at the ear-
liest,” a senior police officer
said. Police said multiple
teams have been formed to
arrest the suspects.

A case has been registered
and investigators are exam-
ining CCTV footage from the
area and questioning wit-
nesses to reconstruct the
sequence of events leading to
the fatal attack. The motive
behind the killing is yet to be
established. The body has
been sent for post-mortem
examination, and further
investigation is underway.
he added.

Student stabbed
to death in Delhi

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

A 30-year-old man and a 26-
year-old woman, both natives
of Maharashtra, were found
dead inside a rented room in
Delhi’s East of Kailash on
Monday morning in an appar-
ent case of suicide, police said.

The incident came to light
after a PCR call was received
at Amar Colony Police Station
at 9.08 am reporting the sus-
pected suicide of a man and
a woman at Sant Nagar in
East of Kailash.

When a police team
reached the spot, they found
that the door of the rented
accommodation had already
been forced open by one of
the woman’s friends or neigh-
bours after repeated
attempts to contact the occu-
pants failed.Inside the room,
the 26-year-old woman, a

Nagpur resident, was found
dead on the bed, while the
man, identified as Anmol
Kunda Patil, 30, was found
hanging from the ceiling fan
with a nylon rope. Police said
the Crime Team and the
Forensic Science Laboratory
(FSL) examined the scene
and collected evidence,
police said. 

A handwritten suicide note,
prima facie believed to have
been written by the man,
was recovered and seized
for forensic examination.
Officials, however, did not dis-
close the note's contents.

Maharashtra couple
found dead in Delhi

Gujarat destroys seized drugs worth
estimated `2,212 crore in Bharuch

Gujarat Deputy Chief Minister Harsh Sanghav with senior police officials and others during the
launch of the Handbook on Investigation of NDPS Act Cases in Gandhinagar PTI

FROM PAGE - 1
Forty days of anger
explodes on streets
The Cockroach Janata Party’s (CJP) Chalo Sansad
march was met with batons charges near the
Parliament Street, tear gas shells near the Shastri
Bhawan and the Raisina Road, and mass deten-
tions across central Delhi. Internet services were
suspended in parts of the Capital. Several entry
gates to the Parliament were shut. 

Protesters attempting to reach Jantar Mantar
from Mandi House Metro Station were assaulted
by the police. By 4 pm, repeated tear gas shelling
pushed protesters past a breaking point, and the
demonstration turned violent. Stone-pelting
began, and police vehicles were smashed near Rajiv
Chowk. By evening, Jantar Mantar was complete-
ly empty, with protesters regrouped and gathered
around Connaught Place and Rajiv Chowk.  The CJP
launched its sit-in at Jantar Mantar on June 6, over
40 days ago. 

The demand throughout has been the resigna-
tion of Union Education Minister Dharmendra
Pradhan over alleged irregularities in NEET-UG 2026.
The Government did not engage until Monday, the
day of the march, when CJP spokesperson Saurav
Das and Ashutosh Ranka were called in to meet
Union minister JP Nadda. Das posted from outside
the meeting, “Our demands are clear. The youth
have gathered in huge numbers.” After the
meeting, he said Nadda had assured him he would
speak internally, but that no commitments had
been made.

The father of Riya Thapa, the NEET student who
died by suicide, was present at Jantar Mantar and
persuaded CJP founder Abhijeet Dipke, who had
himself been on hunger strike, to end his fast and
lead the march. Dipke, addressing supporters
earlier in the day, said, “This Government is not sat-
isfied with taking the lives of 20 NEET students. They
are now baying for the blood of others.”

The CJP posted as the internet was cut in parts
of the city: “You can shut down the internet, but
how will you close the eyes and ears of the pro-
testers who will see and report?” Delhi Police
Additional CP Rajeev Ranjan appealed for calm:
“Delhi Police appeals to all protesters to maintain
peace, exercise restraint, and cooperate with the
police.”

Youth take their fight to
Parliament, face police...
The incident resulted in injuries to over 118 police
officers and approximately 60 protesters.
Additionally, around 20 vehicles were damaged,
and approximately 70 protesters were detained.
The Delhi Police have also registered a case follow-
ing Monday's protest.

The protest at Jantar Mantar had been growing
for weeks and had become one of the largest
gatherings against what many see as problems
in the education system. The CJP has held a sit-

in protest there since early June 2026.
The core demands include the immediate res-

ignation of Education Minister Dharmendra
Pradhan. The main demands are for Education
Minister Dharmendra Pradhan to resign, for
those responsible for repeated exam paper leaks
to be held accountable, for reforms to stop such
problems, and for compensation to families of stu-
dents who died by suicide due to exam stress (with
reports mentioning over a dozen cases). 

Delhi Police said they acted to keep order and
stop unauthorised marches into restricted areas.
They denied using too much force or causing many
injuries, and called some reports misinformation.
Protesters said that force was used against
women and younger participants.

Activist Sonam Wangchuk joined the protest
with an indefinite hunger strike and was hospi-
talised on July 18 because of health issues. In a
handwritten note from the hospital on Monday,
Wangchuk said he would end his fast only if the
Government took responsibility for the education
system’s failures or if Members of Parliament from
different parties promised to raise the issues in
Parliament. Administrators are converging at the
historic site to press their demands. 

A delegation from the CJP met Union Minister JP
Nadda after initial discussions began around noon.
The meeting, described as cordial, took place in the
afternoon. The delegation submitted a memoran-
dum outlining their demands, including the
Education Minister’s resignation, support for affect-
ed students and families, and related accountabil-
ity measures. Nadda assured the group that their con-
cerns would be conveyed to senior leadership for
consideration. He also appealed to the protesters to
end the sit-in and cooperate with efforts to restore
normalcy in the area.

Opposition leaders sharply criticised the police
response. Some said that using batons against stu-
dents and youth protesters was an attack on
democratic rights and the voices of young people.
Several people were detained during the clashes,
with estimates of 10-15 or more initially taken into
custody. By Monday evening, the main protest was
still underway at Jantar Mantar, though security
forces had begun clearing some areas.

Tripura DGP Anurag
Dhankar found dead 
A post-mortem has been ordered to find the exact
cause of death, and police and forensic teams are
investigating the circumstances. 

“Tripura Director General of Police Anurag
Dhankar was found hanging in the washroom of
his official chamber at the police headquarters on
Monday”, according to Chief Minister Manik Saha.
The CM said he visited the police headquarters with
other top officials, including the chief secretary and
the home secretary, after hearing the news. Saha
wrote on Facebook, “I am deeply shocked and sad-
dened by the tragic demise of Anurag, IPS, Director

General of Police, Tripura.”
Anurag Dhankar was from Baghpat in Uttar

Pradesh and had over 30 years of experience in
policing, intelligence, and investigations. He
joined the IPS in 1994 and served in Tripura for
almost 16 years, holding important roles like
Inspector General of Police (Law and Order) and
Director General (Intelligence). His knowledge of
the state’s security and law-and-order issues
earned him respect from colleagues and subordi-
nates.

While on central deputation, Dhankar made
important contributions at the national level. He
worked in several roles with the Central Bureau
of Investigation (CBI), eventually becoming
Additional Director. He was especially known for
leading the investigation into the Punjab National
Bank fraud case involving Nirav Modi, one of India’s
biggest financial crime cases. He also served with
the United Nations Mission in Kosovo from 2003
to 2004.

SBI takes over Ram
temple donation count 
The first shift runs from 8 am to 2 pm, and the
second from 2 pm to 8 pm. By rotating new teams
every six hours, the trust hopes to reduce fatigue-
related mistakes and limit the risk of wrongdo-
ing.  The trust has also appointed Shobhnath
Mishra as the new head of cash counting.

The State Government formed a SIT on June
13 to investigate the matter. This led to an FIR
being registered on June 25. Eight people,
including former counting staff, were arrested
in connection with the case. Authorities recov-
ered cash, gold, silver, foreign currency, and a
donation box labelled “Ramrajya Kosh.” One of
the accused had over Rs 20 lakh. Subhash
Srivastava, who previously oversaw cash count-
ing, was also arrested and jailed.

The SC is overseeing the investigation, led by
Lucknow Divisional Commissioner Vijay Vishwas
Pant and other senior officers. The SIT was expect-
ed to submit an interim report while the court
reviews related petitions. The trust says it is
working closely with UP Police and the SIT.

PM Modi opens Monsoon
Session with dig at Rahul
The PM added, “Be it the monsoon or the Monsoon
Session — if both are proactive, they prove to be
highly productive. And when both are productive,
it leads to the welfare of the nation and the well-
being of all living beings. That is why we pray that
the monsoon remains both proactive and produc-
tive, and that the monsoon session proves produc-
tive as well.” 

PM Modi stressed that meaningful discussions
should take place in the House and collective res-
olutions made to move the country forward.

“Our House has many experienced parliamen-
tarians, regardless of party, whose knowledge and
wisdom are needed by Parliament and the nation.
Therefore, Parliament must function, meaningful
discussions must take place, and collective reso-
lutions must be made to move the country
forward. This is the demand of the times and the
aspiration of the youth,” he said.

The PM said today, the demand is that voices
filled with patriotism and national devotion find
a proper platform in Parliament, to raise the voices
of the youth and guide the nation.

“I believe where there are facts, there is no need
for chaos. If your logic and facts are strong, there
is no need to raise your voice. Strong arguments
and strong facts allow voices to be raised calmly
yet powerfully. Every voice should find an oppor-
tunity to be heard. That is the role of Parliament.
I urge all parliamentarians to participate in the pro-
ceedings wholeheartedly,” he said.

Referring to the West Asia conflict, PM Modi said
the war has posed a major crisis for countries like
India which are dependent on others for energy.
He said petrol, diesel, LPG, fertilizers, chemicals -
all faced disruptions, yet, India continued to
grow at 7.7 per cent, becoming the fastest-
growing major economy in the world. “This
reflects India’s strength and its determination to
scale new heights with enthusiasm and energy,”
he said.

Twice rebuilt, twice
champions: Spain...
Unai Simón, Aymeric Laporte, Fabián Ruiz and
Mikel Oyarzabal have become leaders without
having ever represented Spain’s traditional
superclubs. Remarkably, Spain’s World Cup-
winning squad did not include a single Real
Madrid player, despite the club’s long-standing
influence on the national team.

De la Fuente has also trusted youth with
unusual conviction. Lamine Yamal became a
starter before turning 18, while Pau Cubarsí was
integrated into the senior side despite still being
a teenager. The regional balance is equally sig-
nificant. Catalonia remains central to Spain’s foot-
balling identity, but so too does the Basque
Country where players including Oyarzabal,
Laporte and Simón, as well as De la Fuente
himself are closely associated. That broader rep-
resentation, along with contributions from
clubs across the country, has helped create one
of the most cohesive outfits amongst modern
national teams in recent times.

The first Spanish team proved the country
could fulfil its immense potential. The second has
shown the first was no accident. From Luis
Aragonés to Vicente del Bosque and now Luis de
la Fuente, Spain’s defining strength has not
simply been a style of play, but the ability to build
a collective identity that transcends club and
regional loyalties while adapting to football’s

changing demands.
This latest World Cup is therefore more than

another trophy. It is evidence that Spain have
evolved from a golden generation into a foot-
balling institution. Teams are difficult to build.
Rebuilding one may be even harder. Spain
have now done both.

It completes one of international football’s
most remarkable journeys: from decades of frus-
tration to one of the greatest teams of the 21st
century, through decline and reinvention, and
back to the summit once again.

History will remember the medals and the sil-
verware. But Spain’s greatest accomplishment
may be something less tangible: the ability to
repeatedly unite players from different foot-
balling backgrounds around a shared identity.

The author is a sports management consultant with over a
decade of experience in sports promotion and development

Opposition brings
Parliament to a standstill
“Thousands of students have reached Jantar
Mantar (where the protest is on), and they were
lathi-charged,” he said. “The Governmentis trying
to beat them down and suppress the issue,” Kharge
said, as Opposition members shouted “shame,
shame”.

Amid the uproar, the Chairman adjourned the
House till noon. Opposition members continued
raising slogans in favour of protesting students and
the subsequent police action against them. They
were also raising slogans against donation theft
at Ram Mandir in Ayodhya, Uttar Pradesh.

Earlier, at 2 pm, Pal said there was adequate
quorum to conduct business, but some Opposition
MPs alleged they were being prevented from enter-
ing the House.  Parliamentary Affairs Minister Kiren
Rijiju said the House could not function if the dis-
ruptions continued. Previously, as soon as the
House met at 11 am, opposition members started
raising slogans, forcing Speaker Om Birla to
adjourn the proceedings till 12 noon as the
Question Hour was being taken up. Birla object-
ed to two members raising slogans when obitu-
ary references were read out on the demise of six
former MPs, saying it was not a good precedent.

When the House met again at 12 noon, noisy
protests continued and the House was adjourned
till 12:30 pm. Before the proceedings were
adjourned, Law Minister Arjun Ram Meghwal intro-
duced a bill to replace an ordinance which
increased the number of Supreme Court judges
from 34 to 38, including the Chief Justice of India.
Similar disruption was witnessed at 12:30 pm when
repeated pleas by the Chair to take up Zero Hour
failed to get a positive response from opposition
members. Dilip Saikia, who was in the Chair,
adjourned the proceedings till 1 pm.  When the
House met at 1 PM, the protests by the opposition
continued.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

Delhi Health Minister Pankaj
Kumar Singh directed officials
on Monday to constitute a
committee to investigate the
death of a patient at Guru Teg
Bahadur (GTB) Hospital after a
ceiling fan allegedly fell on him.  

The minister said strict
departmental action would
be taken if negligence is
found. The direction came a
day after a 42-year-old patient
died around three hours after
a ceiling fan allegedly fell on
him inside the hospital's
emergency ward, prompting
his family to demand an
enquiry into the incident.

During a high-level review
meeting with senior Health
Department officials, the min-
ister learned that a committee
headed by the Special
Secretary (Health) had been
constituted to investigate the
incident and was asked to
submit its report within three
days. According to the Health
Department, appropriate and
strict departmental action
will be taken based on the
committee's findings, reiter-
ating that negligence in

healthcare services will not
be tolerated.  

In the Sunday statement,
GTB Hospital said the patient
died due to his existing
medical condition,  not
because of the ceiling fan inci-
dent. It said the patient had
been admitted in an uncon-
scious condition with uncon-
trolled hypertension, stroke
or encephalopathy compli-
cated by aspiration pneu-
monia and respiratory failure.  

The hospital also said a pre-
liminary inspection found
that the ceiling fan fell after
its shaft fractured.  

The minister chaired a
review meeting to assess the
preparedness of Delhi's
G o v e r n m e n t h e a l t h c a r e
system, particularly during

the ongoing monsoon season,
and discussed the issue.  

During the meeting, Singh
directed officials to ensure the
uninterrupted availability of
essential medicines, diagnos-
tic services and healthcare
infrastructure across all
Government hospitals.  

He instructed hospitals to
maintain adequate medicine
stocks and ensure essential
diagnostic and laboratory
services remain available
without interruption so that
patients receive timely treat-
ment. The minister directed
hospitals to remain fully pre-
pared to deal with vector-
borne diseases such as
dengue, malaria and chikun-
gunya. He asked officials to
ensure adequate availability
of medicines, testing facilities,
consumables and other
medical resources to manage
any seasonal surge in cases.

He also reviewed vacancies
in technical posts within the
Health Department.  He
instructed officials to expe-
dite the recruitment process
to strengthen the healthcare
workforce and improve
service delivery in
Governmenthospitals.

GTB fan death incident: Delhi
health minister orders probe

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n New Delhi

Centre on Monday requested the CJP protest-
ers to end their sit-in and assist the admin-
istration in restoring normalcy. In a state-
ment, Union Minister JP Nadda said discus-
sions with the protesters took place after
they proposed talks with the government
earlier in the day.

A delegation of Cockroach Janata Party
(CJP) met on Monday as protesters demand-
ed accountability from the Government over
the NEET-UG paper leak case. According to
CJP spokesperson Ashutosh Ranka, the
meeting with Nadda happened where a
demand for the resignation of Union
Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan
over the NEET-UG paper leak was raised.

Nadda said the meeting took place in a
cordial atmosphere. “An initial verbal dis-
cussion was held in detail with their dele-
gation, and they submitted a written peti-
tion to me around 4 PM,” said the Health
Minister. Sources in Government said Nadda
assured the two-member CJP delegation that
the Government leadership will hold inter-
nal discussions on their demands and get
back to them, after thousands of protesters
tried to march to Parliament but were pre-
vented by police.

CJP blamed the Union education minister
as “directly responsible for multiple paper
leaks, including NEET 2026, and other exam
fiascos, most recently being CBSE 12th portal
chaos and CUET exam delay.” The group's

spokesperson Saurav Das in a social media
post said that he and another spokesperson,
Ashutosh Ranka, met Nadda at his house for
10 minutes and gave a letter of demands.

“While we submit a written letter with our
demands, he has assured us that he will
meanwhile speak internally. We are in that
process...” Das said. “The minister assured us
he will discuss this at the appropriate level.
However, no commitments have been made
so far. The peaceful protesters will not rest
until the demand is met.”

He also shared a copy of the letter on
social media.  “There has been no systemic
corrections or action taken by Pradhan, indi-
cating his gross incompetency as the edu-
cation minister,” the CJP said in the letter.

The CJP has been spearheading protests
over alleged examination irregularities
since June.
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Instructions for Quick Disposal of Sampark Portal 
Complaints, Focus on Removing Unsafe School Buildings
After the Chief 
Minister’s ‘Raj Unnati’ 
review meeting, the 
District Collector 
reviewed district work 
and discussed drinking 
water, power supply 
and health services

n FAIR REPORT 
CHITTORGARH

Chief  Minister Bhajan Lal 
Sharma on Monday re-
viewed the progress of  dif-
ferent government depart-
ments through a video con-
ference under the ‘Raj Un-
nati’ review meeting. He 

held discussions with all 
District Collectors and sen-
ior officials of  the state and 
gave instructions for the 
effective implementation 
of  government schemes 
and public welfare pro-
grammes. After the meet-
ing, District Collector Dr. 
Manju held a review meet-
ing with district-level offic-
ers at the DOIT VC Hall. 
She instructed officials to 
ensure timely implementa-
tion of  the directions given 
by the Chief  Minister. She 
asked officers to dispose of  
pending complaints on the 

Rajasthan Sampark Portal 
quickly and seriously so 
that people can get timely 
relief. The Collector also 
directed the District Edu-
cation Officer to remove 
the remaining unsafe and 

damaged school buildings 
in the district on priority to 
avoid any accidents. She 
instructed officials to en-
sure the timely disposal of  
complaints and applica-
tions received during daily 

public hearings, night 
chaupals and other public 
grievance programmes. 
The meeting also reviewed 
the functioning of  mobile 
veterinary units, health 
services, drinking water 

supply and electricity sup-
ply in the district. Neces-
sary directions were given 
to the concerned depart-
ments. Additional District 
Collector (Administration) 
Dinesh Dhakad, Additional 
District Collector (Land) 
Ramchandra Khatik, Zila 
Parishad CEO Vinay 
Pathak, Deputy Conserva-
tor of  Forest Rahul Jhan-
jhariya, UIT Secretary 
Kailash Gurjar, Municipal 
Council Commissioner 
Ravindra Yadav and other 
district-level officers at-
tended the meeting.

 CBN Seizes 979 kg Doda Chura from 
Abandoned Bolero Pickup, Smugglers Escape

Team waited for 
hours at the MP-
Rajasthan border 
after a tip-off; later 
found the vehicle 
abandoned in a forest 
with 48 bags of 
contraband

n FAIR REPORT 
CHITTORGARH

The Central Bureau of  Nar-
cotics (CBN), Rajasthan Unit, 
seized 978.820 kg of  illegal 
doda chura from an aban-
doned Bolero pickup during 
an anti-drug operation. The 
smugglers are believed to 
have left the vehicle in a for-

est and escaped before the 
team reached the spot. CBN 
received a tip-off  that a Bole-
ro pickup carrying a large 
quantity of  illegal doda chu-
ra was being transported 
from Madhya Pradesh to the 
Marwar region of  Rajasthan. 
Based on the information, a 

special team from the CBN 
Chittorgarh Cell was formed 
and sent on the night of  July 
18. The team kept watch for 
about five to six hours on the 
Singoli-Diken Road near the 
Rajasthan-Madhya Pradesh 
border. When the suspected 
vehicle did not arrive, offic-

ers started a search opera-
tion in the nearby area. Dur-
ing the search, the team 
found a Bolero pickup aban-
doned on a dirt road inside a 
forest near Diken village in 
Jawad tehsil of  Neemuch dis-
trict, Madhya Pradesh. A 
search of  the surrounding 
area was conducted, but no 
one was found. On checking 
the vehicle, officers recov-
ered 48 bags containing 
978.820 kg of  illegal doda 
chura. After completing legal 
formalities, the CBN seized 
both the contraband and the 
Bolero pickup under the 
NDPS Act, 1985. 

Truck Worth ₹30 
Lakh Stolen Outside 
Hotel, GPS Could Not 

Trace Its Location
Owner returned 
after 15 days and 
found the trailer 
missing; no clue 
from CCTV, toll 
plazas or finance 
company

n FAIR REPORT 
CHITTORGARH

Vehicle thieves in Nimba-
hera are becoming more 
advanced, as even a heavy 
vehicle fitted with a GPS 
system could not be traced 
after being stolen. An 
Ashok Leyland trailer 
worth around ₹30 lakh was 
stolen from outside a hotel 
in the Kotwali police sta-
tion area. Surprisingly, the 
GPS system did not send 
any alert when the vehicle 
was started, nor did it show 
its location. After failing to 
find any clue through 
CCTV footage, the finance 
company and several toll 
plazas, the owner ap-
proached the court. On the 
court’s order, police regis-
tered a case and started an 
investigation. Purushot-
tam Shrimali, a resident of  
Charliya Brahmanan vil-
lage, said in his complaint 
that his transport business 
had been slow for a long 
time. As there were no 
transport orders and park-

ing charges were increas-
ing, he parked his Ashok 
Leyland trailer outside Raj 
Palace Hotel on the night of  
May 20. During this period, 
he was away for several 
days because of  treatment 
for an eye infection and re-
pair work on another trail-
er’s engine. When he re-
turned on June 5, about 15 
days later, he found that the 
trailer was missing. The 
owner first asked the hotel 
management for CCTV 
footage, but was informed 
that only seven days of  re-
cordings were stored and 
the older footage had al-
ready been deleted. He then 
contacted the finance com-
pany to check whether they 
had taken the vehicle, but 
they denied it. He also 
checked at Ochhadi Toll 
and toll plazas on the Mad-
hya Pradesh route, but 
there was no record of  the 
trailer passing through 
them. According to the 
complainant, the trailer 
and its empty container are 
worth around ₹30 lakh. The 
vehicle was fitted with a 
GPS tracking system that 
normally provides alerts 
when the truck starts, stops 
or changes location. How-
ever, no alert was received 
in this case. 

3,000 Litres of Suspected 
Chemical Seized on Highway, 

Pickup Vehicle Confiscated
n FAIR REPORT 
CHITTORGARH

Police seized a pickup vehicle 
carrying around 3,000 litres of  
suspected liquid detergent 
chemical during a joint opera-
tion by the DST and Manglwad 
Police. The driver failed to pro-
duce valid transport docu-
ments or a licence. Police sus-
pect the chemical may be sto-
len. Investigation is underway. 
According to SP Dharmendra 
Singh, the action was carried 
out under the direction of  Ad-
ditional SP Gajendra Singh 
Jodha and the supervision of  
DSP Harishchandra Singh. 
Acting on information received 

by DST In-charge ASI Suraj 
Kumar, SHO Bhawani Shankar 
and his team reached National 
Highway-48 near Satnam Hotel 
at Ratimangri, where a suspi-
cious pickup vehicle was 
stopped. During questioning, 
the driver identified himself  as 
Sanjay Jain (45), a resident of  
Manglwad. He could not give a 
satisfactory answer about the 
goods being transported. On 
checking the vehicle, police 
found 12 plastic drums, includ-
ing two yellow and ten blue 
drums. Each drum contained 
about 250 litres of  liquid deter-
gent chemical, making a total 
of  nearly 3,000 litres. 


