Jaipur, Friday, 24 July 2026

¢» @Fair Report ) @Fair_report € @fairreportnews ® @Fair report

FAIR REPORT

THE DAWN OF A FEARLESS PEN

Swollen Godavan river partially submerges an area after heavy rainfall in Nashik, Thuréday

Remove Pradhan or Face
the Heat’: Fringe Party
ChiefWarns PM Modi

H FAIR REPORT
NEW DELHI

Escalating his attack over
the education crisis, Abhi-
jeet Dipke, founding presi-
dent of the Cockroach
Janta Party, publicly urged
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi to remove Union Edu-
cation Minister Dharmen-
dra Pradhan, warning that
public outrage could even-
tually be directed at the
Prime Minister himself.

Addressing the media in
Delhi, Dipke said, “Modi ji,
I once again request you to
accept Dharmendra Prad-
han’s resignation. Other-
wise, the issue will not re-
main limited to Dharmen-
dra Pradhan’s resignation
alone; it will come for your
resignation also.”

Calling Pradhan an “in-
competent and failed min-
ister,” Dipke argued that
the interests of millions of
students should take prec-
edence over political con-
siderations. “An incompe-
tent and failed minister
cannot be more important
than the crores of students
in this country. If a failed
and incompetent minister

is being considered more
important than these
crores of students, then re-
member: no one in India
will vote for you in the elec-
tions,” he said.

The remarks come amid
continuing political debate
over education-related is-
sues, with opposition par-
ties and several student
groups demanding greater
accountability from the
Union Education Ministry.
Dipke sought to frame the
controversy as a test of the
government’s commitment
to students, asserting that
electoral consequences
could follow if public con-
cerns remain unaddressed.

There was no immedi-
ate response from the
Prime Minister’s Office or
the Union Education Min-
istry to Dipke’s remarks.

The comments add an-
other voice—albeit from a
fringe political outfit—to
the growing chorus of
criticism surrounding the
Education Ministry, even
as the government contin-
ues to defend its handling
of student-related con-
cerns.

Rahul Gandhi Alleges Police Block
Congress Protest Bus, Accuses BJP
Govt of ‘Silencing Students’

H FAIR REPORT

NEW DELHI

Leader of the Opposition Ra-
hul Gandhi on Thursday re-
leased a video from inside a
Congress bus, accusing the
BJP-led Central government
of obstructing a peaceful pro-
test in solidarity with stu-
dents and alleging that the
administration was attempt-
ing to suppress democratic
dissent. In the video, Gandhi
claimed that Congressleaders
had planned tomarch to India
Gate to express support for
students protesting over edu-
cation-related issues, but
were prevented from doing so
by the authorities. “Students
are on the streets, so in soli-
darity we wanted to protest at
India Gate, but the govern-
ment stopped us. Now, when
we were going to Gandhi Sm-

riti, they have parked a police
van in front of our bus,” Gan-
dhisaid in the video. The Con-
gress leader described the
police action as an attempt to
block the Opposition’s out-
reach to protesting students,
escalatingthe party’s confron-
tation with the Centre over
handling of student concerns.
The BJPhad not immediately
responded to Gandhi’s allega-
tions. Delhi Police also did not
issue an immediate statement
on the specific claims made in
the video. The episode comes
amid heightened political ten-
sions over student protests,
with the Congress accusing
the government of curbing
peaceful  demonstrations
while the Centre maintains
that law-and-order decisions
are taken in accordance with
security requirements.

‘Nothing Is More Important Than Our Youth’

PM Modi Announces Fast-Track

Courts for Pap

H FAIR REPORT
NEW DELHI

Sending a strong message
against examination mal-
practice, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Thurs-
day announced that the
government will establish
fast-track courts to ensure
the speedy trial and strict
punishment of those in-
volved in paper leak cases,
describing the protection
of students’ futures as a
national priority.
Declaring that the wel-
fare and future of young
people stand above all else,
the Prime Minister said he
had directed the concerned
authorities to take all nec-
essary steps to operation-
alise the proposed fast-
track judicial mechanism.
“Nothing is more impor-
tant than the welfare and
future of our youth,” Modi
said, adding that the move
forms part of a broader se-

ries of measures aimed at
safeguarding the interests
of students and restoring
confidence in the country’s
examination system.

The announcement
comes amid sustained pub-

lic concern over recurring
paper leak incidents,
which have disrupted re-
cruitment and competitive
examinations across sev-
eral states, triggering pro-
tests by students and de-

er Leak Cases

mands for greater account-
ability.

Reiterating the govern-
ment’s zero-tolerance ap-
proach, Modi warned that
those attempting to jeop-
ardise the aspirations of
young Indians would face
the full force of the law.

“Those who try to harm
the future of our youth
will not be spared,” he as-
serted. The proposed fast-
track courts are expected
to accelerate prosecution
in paper leak cases, a move
the government believes
will strengthen deterrence
and reinforce public trust
in examination processes.
The announcement also
signals the Centre’s at-
tempt to address growing
concerns over the integri-
ty of competitive examina-
tions, an issue that has be-
come a major political and
governance challenge in
recent years.
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‘Students Come First, Go
Home’: Salman Khan
Urges Protesters to Trust
PM Modi’s Assurance

H FAIR REPORT
NEW DELHI

Bollywood actor Salman
Khan on Thursday ap-
pealed to students protest-
ing over the alleged exami-
nation paperleak toreturn
home, expressing confi-
dence that Prime Minister
Narendra Modi would en-
sure strict action against
those responsible for the
breach.

In a public message,
Khan said the safety and
educational future of stu-
dentsremained the govern-
ment’s highest priority and
urged both students and
their parents not to worry:.

“The students are at top
priority, educationally and
security-wise, so they need
not worry or have their
parents worried for them.
The Honorable Prime Min-
ister has tweeted, and I am
sure that he will take strict
action against all those
people who are responsible
for this leak,” Khan said.

Appealing directly to
students, the actor added,
“Students, please go back
to your parents and
homes.” Addressing activ-
ist Sonam Wangchuk, Sal-
man Khan urged him to

end his fast, saying the

Prime Minister’s an-
nouncement had ad-
dressed the core concern.

“Sonam, it’s done, bro.
Don’t extend this. Keep the
spirit for another day if
there be a need, which I
doubt, and eat something.
If you want, I'll send you
food from home,” he said.
Salman Khan’s remarks
came shortly after Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
announced the establish-
ment of fast-track courts
to ensure speedy trials
and stringent punish-
ment in paper leak cases,
reiterating that those who
jeopardise the future of
India’s youth would not
be spared. The actor’s ap-
peal adds a high-profile
celebrity voice to the de-
bate, urging protesters to
place faith in the govern-
ment’s assurances while
the administration moves
to implement its prom-
ised measures.

Rajasthan Health Minister’s
Surprise Hospital Checks Amid
Maternal Death Scrutiny; Orders
Faster Upgrade of Women'’s Care

H FAIR REPORT
NEW DELHI
Amid mounting concern
over maternal deaths in
Rajasthan, Health Minis-
ter Gajendra Singh Kh-
imsar conducted sur-
prise inspections of two
of Jaipur’s largest gov-
ernment women’s hospi-
tals on Tuesday, review-
ing emergency services,
critical care facilities
and infrastructure while
directing officials to ex-
pedite improvements in
maternal healthcare.
Without prior intima-
tion to hospital authori-
ties, Khimsar visited
Sanganeri Gate Women’s
Hospital and Janana
Hospital, Chandpole, in-
specting OPD, IPD and

ICU facilities and inter-
acting with doctors and
administrators to assess
the quality of services
being provided to preg-
nant women.

The inspection comes
at a time when maternal
mortality has drawn
sharp public attention in
the state. Seeking to allay
concerns, the Minister
asserted that Rajasthan’s
maternal mortality ratio
remains within accepta-
ble limits and compares
favourably with national
and international bench-
marks. He attributed the
recent rise in maternal
complications largely to
seasonal illnesses such
as malaria and typhoid,
maintaining that these

SILENCE IS NO SOLUTION: WHEN STUDENTS ASK
QUESTIONS, DEMOCRACY MUST ANSWER

Hemraj TikRam
chand Tiwari

By Special Feature Desk

democracy does
not become
weaker because

students protest. It be-
when
questions are met with
barricades instead of an-

comes weaker

SWEers.

The anger over repeat-
ed examination paper

leaks is not merely
about one test or one
minister. It is about the
erosion of trust in insti-
tutions that determine
the future of millions of
young Indians. Every
leaked paper represents
years of hard work re-
duced to a cruel lottery.

If students cannot de-
mand accountability,
who can? In a parlia-
mentary democracy, ask-
ing for the resignation of
a minister is not sedi-
tion, nor is it an assault
on the Constitution. It is
a legitimate political de-
mand. Governments are
free to reject such de-
mands—but they cannot
delegitimise the right to
raise them.

Equally disturbing are
reports and videos alleg-
ing excessive use of force
during protests. Every
allegation of police mis-
conduct, especially in-
volving women protest-
ers, deserves an inde-
pendent, transparent in-
vestigation. If law en-
forcement crossed legal
or ethical boundaries,
accountability cannot
stop at the constable on
the street.

The larger question is
unavoidable: after years
of recurring paper leak
scandals across recruit-
ment and entrance ex-
aminations, why do mas-
terminds so rarely face
swift conviction? Why do
criminal networks ap-

pear to outlast govern-
ments? Why are students
repeatedly paying the
price for administrative
failure?

India rightly aspires to
become a global knowl-
edge superpower. That
ambition cannot rest on
compromised examina-
tions and public distrust.
Restoring faith requires
more than promises. It de-
mands impartial investi-
gations, speedy trials, ex-
emplary punishment
within the rule of law, and
political accountability at
every level. Students are
not asking for favours.
They are asking for fair-
ness. In a democracy, that
is the minimum the Re-
public owes them.
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India and Israel cross new agrlcultural milestone = Nation Focus =

FAIR REPORT
W New Delhi

More than 3,500 farmers from
across Haryana gathered in
Munimpur village, Jhajjar dis-
trict,on 17 June 2026 to inau-
gurate the 35th Indo-Israel
Centre of Excellence (CoE)
under the Indo-Israel
Agricultural Project (IIAP).

Haryana Chief Minister
Nayab Singh Saini, Agriculture
Minister Shyam Singh Rana,
and Israel’s Ambassador to
India, Reuven Azar, joined
the event, underscoring the
growing trust in this long-
running bilateral partnership.

The new centre, built at a
cost 0f%8.50 crore, specialis-
es in seed production tech-
nology, floriculture, and
quality planting material.

A companion Horticulture

Research Centre at Raiya,
costing 13.27 crore, will focus
on locally adapted horticul-
tural crops and medicinal
plants. Together, they mark
another milestone in a pro-
gramme that began with a
single centre at Gharaundain
2008 and has now expanded
to 35 facilities across 12 states.

Chief Minister Saini high-
lighted the centres’ role in
boosting farmer incomes
through innovative technolo-
gies and international collab-
oration. Ambassador Azar
pointed to a deeper shift:
“The first Centre of
Excellence, 30 years ago, was
brought from Israel with
Israeli components and tech-
nology. But this centre was
built only by Indian compa-
nies with Indian components.
Today and in the future, every

technology we bring from
Israel will be produced in
India and owned by India.”

This evolution from tech-
nology importer to domestic
manufacturer reflects the
programme’s maturing
model of practical knowl-
edge transfer.

Rather than abstract

research, the Centres operate
as working demonstration
farms showecasing protect-
ed cultivation, drip irriga-
tion, fertigation, high-quality
seedlings, and integrated
pest management under
Indian conditions.

The scale is impressive.
The network annually pro-

duces over 25 million quality
vegetable seedlings and
387,000 fruit plants, while
training around 1.2 lakh
farmers each year.

More than 250 Indian agri-
cultural officers have received
advanced training in Israel.
The initiative has also grown
into “Villages of Excellence”
to spread modern practices
across entire rural clusters.

In a country where agricul-
ture consumes the lion’s
share of freshwater and
groundwater depletion is a
pressing concern, the part-
nership’s focus on resource
efficiency is particularly
valuable. Israeli expertise in
water-scarce farming —
pioneered through precision
irrigation and protected
cultivation — has been
adapted to Indian realities,
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helping farmers raise
yields and quality while using
fewer inputs.

A new example is N-Drip, a
gravity-powered micro-irri-
gation system introduced
through Israel’s MASHAV
agency. By eliminating the
need for pumps or electrici-
ty, it aims to bring precision
irrigation within reach of
small and marginal farmers.

The true measure of
success lies not just in
numbers of centres or
trainees, but in higher
incomes, better produce, and
more sustainable practices.

As India balances the need
to raise farm incomes with
responsible resource use, the
Indo-Israel model offers a
proven template for long-
term, practical technology
transfer at scale.

Houses of 2 LeT terrorists demolished, over 2 000 detalned after cop killed in J&K

FAIR REPORT m Jammu

Sending out a stern message
to the perpetrators behind
the targeted killing of a police
head constable deployed on
Amarnath yatra duty in the
South Kashmir district of
Anantnag, authorities on
Thursday demolished the
houses of two local Lashkar-e-
Taiba (LeT) terrorists, believed
to be active in the area.

The action followed close
on the heels of the detention
of over2000 suspected over-
ground workers (OGWSs) as
part of an ongoing investiga-
tion into the Anantnag terror
attack. In a related develop-
ment, Lieutenant Governor
Manoj Sinha also chaired a
high-level security review
meeting with senior officials
from the Army, &K Police, Civil
Administration, central para-
military forces, and key secu-
rity agencies. Sinha directed
officials to remain highly vig-
ilant, step up intelligence-led
anti-terror operations and
proactively neutralise emerg-
ing security threats.

According to official
sources, hours after the top
brass of the Jammu and
Kashmir Police paid floral
tributes before dispatching
the mortal remains of Head
Constable Ashiq Hussain
Qureshi to his native village
in the central Kashmir district
of Budgam for the last rites,
the houses of local terrorists
Adil Ahmad Thokar and
Haroon Rashid Ganaie were
razed to the ground during
the intervening night of
Wednesday and Thursday.

The homes of Haroon
Ganie and Adil Ahmad Thokar
were demolished in the
Hasanpora and Bijbehara
areas of south Kashmir.

Similar demolitions were
carried out in the aftermath
of the Pahalgam attack in
April 2025, when the homes
of atleast nine suspected ter-
rorists were blown up in dif-
ferent parts of the Valley.
Later, a multi-storey house,
belonging to Dr Umar Un
Nabi, who allegedly triggered
the car blast near the Red Fort
Metro station on November

10, 2025, was demolished
using explosives during the
intervening night of
November 13-14 in south
Kashmir’s Pulwama district.

Meanwhile, Jammu and
Kashmir Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah reacted strongly to
these demolitions. He cau-
tioned against wanton retribu-
tive action in the wake of a terror
attackin Anantnag thatkilled a
policeman on Wednesday,
saying violence cannot be
brought to an end without car-
rying the people along.

“I understand the anger of
the police, but the Supreme
Court has issued an order
stating that summary action of
this kind should not be taken.

“We witnessed a similar sit-
uation after the Pahalgam
attack (in April 2025) when
some people’s houses were
bulldozed. At that time, | had
to speak to the Central
Government to stop the
trend,” Abdullah told reporters.

He also spoke out against
the detention of hundreds of
individuals in the Valley,
stating that this “will not

People stand near debrls after a house belonglng o Haroon Rashld Ganale

-

a Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) terrorist, was demolished at Bijbehara in Anantnag
district, Jammu and Kashmir on Thursday PTI

help improve the situation in
J&K but in turn strain it
further.” The chief minister
stated that while the police
had blown up homes of sus-
pected terrorists after the
Pahalgam attack, the investi-
gation showed that those
involved in the attack were
from outside J&K.

Pointing to his previous
stint as chief minister of the
erstwhile state of Jammu and
Kashmir, Abdullah said that
based on his experience, the
cycle of violence cannot be
brought to an end without
taking the people along.

“We can reach a certain
point using the police, Army
and the CRPF, but the real end
will come only when the
general public stands togeth-
er against such violence.

“After the Pahalgam inci-
dent, the general public
expressed their anger and
raised their voice against the
terror attack. Even today,
people are angry over how
head constable Ashigq was
brutally killed,” Abdullah said.

Referring to the detention
of over-ground workers
(OGWs) across the Kashmir
Valley in the aftermath of

Wednesday’s attack, the chief
minister said when such
reports come, people’s anger
turns against the system.

“I'hope we take our people
along in this fight; only then
will we achieve real success,”
Abdullah said. Former J&K
chief minister and PDP chief
Mehbooba Mufti said that
demolishing houses of
“alleged” terrorists was “col-
lective punishment” that has
no place in a democracy.

“The killing of a police
officerin the line of duty is a
heinous and condemnable
act. But detaining over a
thousand people and demol-
ishing the homes of families
of two alleged militants
amounts to collective punish-
ment that has no place in a
democracy,” Mehbooba said
in a post on X. If the Centre
maintains that militancy has
been reduced to near zero, it
must adopt a more humane
and lawful approach towards
innocent civilians instead of
resorting to “tit for tat” foran
entire community, the former
J&K chief minister said.

West Bengal civic
heads lose power to
issue birth certificates

FAIR REPORT  m Kolkata

The Bengal Government has
decided to bar all civic heads
including the panchayat
pradhans, municipal chair-
men and even the Mayors of
various corporations from
issuing birth certificates after
massive irregularities in
issuing the same across the
State were found in recent
inspections.

The decision was on
Thursday announced by State
Chief Secretary Manoj
Agarwal following reports
suggesting about 25 percent
fake birth registrations from
the samples checked.

The rate of issuance of fake
birth certificates witnessed a
sudden rise between 2023
and February 2026 out of
which there was a whopping
rise in such cases in the last
one year that incidentally
coincided with special inten-
sive revision of electoral rolls
ahead of the recently conclud-
ed Assembly elections.

The Bengal police adminis-
tration has also started con-
ducting simultaneous raids at
various places including
municipalities, Corporations,
panchayats and even the
burning ghats to find out
fake registration of deaths
apparently in order to estab-
lish backward linkages of
persons whose parents were
not registered as voters in
2002 electoral rolls.

According to Government
sources in one district about
11 thousand certificates were
found to be fake out of a
sample of 47,000. Most
number of fake certificates
were found in Malda,
Murshidabad, two Dinajpurs,
two 24 Parganas, Nadia and
Birbhum, sources said. For

instance the figure was 16000
in Malda compared to 8,000
in Murshidabad. While North
Dinajpur recorded a massive
58,000 issuances there were
about 19,000 fake certificates
to be found in North 24
Parganas.

Police raids were conduct-
ed in various wards and
central record room in the
Kolkata Municipal Corporation,
sources said adding the police
also raided the registry at
burning ghats in Kolkata.

The Government had
received many such com-
plaints, Agarwal said adding
such irregularities were
noticed during SIR. “Many
people have taken advan-
tage of the situation” bypass-
ing therules ... Ifanyone has
knowingly and deliberately
committed fraud, they won’t
be spared.”

However the top official
iterated that the “initiative is
being undertaken to restore
transparency. It will not cause
problems for anyone. Those
who have obtained genuine
birth certificates have no
cause for worry or fear.”

Keeping the largescale mal-
practices in issuance of birth
certificates the Government
has also decided to seize the
power of issuing such certifi-
cates from the panchayat
pradhans, municipal chair-
men and even Corporation
Mayors. “The officers will
issue birth certificates,” the
officer said.

In order to prevent fraud,
the Government would fully
integrate its systems with the
central Civil Registration
System (CRS) portal, he said
adding the Government
would proceed with a
humane approach and that no
one required to be scared.

FAIR REPORT
M New Delhi

On Thursday, the National
Investigation Agency (NIA)
arrested MuhammadaliKP, a
key absconder and former
Palakkad district president of
the banned Popular Front of
India (PFI), at Indira Gandhi
International Airport after he
arrived from Riyadh, Saudi
Arabia. This arrest is an
important step in the 2022
Sreenivasan murder case
and brings the total number
of people in custody to 67.
Muhammadali KP had been
living in Saudi Arabia for
four years. He was already
one of the 65 people charged
in the case registered as RC-
02/2022/NIA/KOC.

The NIA has charged him
under the Indian Penal Code
and the Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act. Authorities
announced a reward of Rs
three lakh for information
leading to his arrest, and
Interpol issued a Red Notice.

Investigators say
Muhammadali, from Palakkad
districtin Kerala, played a key
role in planning the killing of
Sreenivasan on April 16,2022.

According to the NIA, he
helped organise the murder
and gave shelter to those

involved. The agency took
over the investigation in
September2022. Itlinked the
crime to the PFI’s larger goal
of using violence to create
communal divisions and
what it calls a plan to estab-
lish Islamic rule in India by
2047. The NIA found that the
PFl operated through a
network of different wings
and units. The group is
accused of using its offices,
campuses, and other facilities
to train selected members in
the use of weapons, while
presenting these activities as
physical education and yoga
programs run by its PE Wing.

‘The Reporters Wing’ gath-
ered information about pos-
sible targets, and ‘Service
Teams’ carried out violent
attacks. Investigators think
Sreenivasan’s murder was
planned to create fear and
divide communities.
According to the NIA, the

NIA arrests key absconder in PFI-linked
Srinivasan murder case at IGI airport

accused worked together
to promote violent extrem-
ism and jihad in India. With
Muhammadali K.P. now in
custody, the agency says its
case against the other sus-
pects is stronger, and it is still
following leads about the
group’s wider network.

The arrest ata major inter-
national airport highlights
the NIA’s ongoing efforts to
find fugitives linked to banned
groups. Officials said the
accused had been living
quietly in Saudi Arabia since
leaving India after the case
picked up speed. His return
and arrest are important steps
in the investigation and raise
more questions about the
PFI's methods and funding.
The Sreenivasan murder case
is still one of the most high-
profile investigations since
the PFl was banned.

The NIA has already filed
charge sheets against many
of the accused and is still
looking into the roles of dif-
ferent units within the group.
The investigation is ongoing,
with agencies focusing on
the remaining networks and
absconders. This latest devel-
opment is expected to help
the prosecution as the case
moves through the courts,
sources said.

FAIR REPORT
M Thiruvananthapuram

After emerging as one of
Kerala’s biggest publishing
successes in recent years,
Chief Minister VD
Satheesan’s bestselling
book Adam Nee Evide
Aakunnu? (Adam, Where
Are You?) is set to reach a
national readership with
the formal launch of its
English translation next
month.

The Malayalam original,
published by DC Books on
May 9, 2026, has witnessed
extraordinary commercial
success, becoming a stand-
out non-fiction bestsellerin
the state. Speaking to The
Pioneer, DC Books publisher
Ravi DC said more than
20,000 copies of the
Malayalam edition were sold
in just two months of its
release, underscoring the
remarkable demand the title
has generated.

“The translation has been
carried out by Rauf Rumi.
The English edition will be
released before August 30,
2026, and will be available
through major bookstores
and digital platforms across
India and overseas by mid-
August,” he added.

FAIR REPORT 02
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DRDO conducts maiden flight
test of Kusha long-range missile

The DRDO on Thursday successfully conducted the
maiden flight-test of Kusha long-range surface-to-air
missile from the APJ Abdul Kalam Island off the coast of
Odisha.

The test was conducted against an “electronic target”
simulating high-speed and high-altitude aerial threat
which was successfully intercepted by the missile system,
the defence ministry said.

The Kusha missile system is capable of neutralising a
wide variety of aerial threats including fighter jets,
missiles, unmanned aerial vehicles and large enem:
aircraft within a wide range and altitude envelope, the
ministry said in a statement. (PTI)

Mlzoram CM reviews Vkey
infrastructure projects

Mizoram Chief Minister Lalduhoma on Thursday chaired
the fourth meeting of a high-level monitoring committee
established in last year and reviewed the progress of
major infrastructure projects across the state.

The meeting of the Mizoram Pro-Active Governance and
Timely Implementation (Mi-PRAGATI) focused on the
ongoing construction of the Aizawl western side by-pass
road, where issues related to the dumping site, pending
compensation, refugee relocation and forest clearance
were discussed, an official statement said.

Officials presented reports on follow-up actions taken
since previous meetings, and the chief minister instructed
departments to pursue unresolved matters more

vigorously. (PTI)

Bestselling Adam Nee Evide Aakunnu? set to reach
wider audience with english edition next month

T e G e r
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Spread across 200 pages,
the book is a collection of 32
speeches delivered by
Satheesan to Christian com-
munities across Kerala.

Rather than presenting a

conventional political
memoir, the work reflects on
faith, governance, ethics and
public life, examining how
Biblical teachings have
shaped the Chief Minister’s
personal values, political
outlook and decades-long
public career.

Literary commentators
have described the book as
a reflective spiritual and
philosophical journey that
transcends partisan politics,
portraying the introspective
thoughts of a public leader

seeking deeper moral
meaning.

The volume also carries a
foreword by noted academ-
ic Cyriac Thomas, adding
scholarly weight to the
reflections.

With its combination of
spiritual depth, political
insight and ethical reflec-
tion, Adam Nee Evide
Aakunnu?has already made
a significant mark in
Malayalam publishing.

The forthcoming English
edition is expected to
extend that impact, posi-
tioning the book as one of
the most notable literary
contributions from Kerala
tto the wider Indian reader-
ship this year.
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MPs in Parliamentary panel
question officials over E20 fuel use

India extends rare invitation to Bangladesh
PM Tarique Rahman for BRICS Summit

FAIR REPORT M New Delhi

In a notable diplomatic
gesture, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has invited
Bangladesh Prime Minister
Tarique Rahman as a special
guest to the 18th BRICS
Summit, scheduled to be held
on September12-13 at Bharat
Mandapam in New Delhi.
Official sources confirmed
that the invitation has already
been conveyed to Dhaka.
Bangladesh is neither a
member nor an observer of
BRICS, making the invitation
significant. India currently
holds the BRICS chairman-
ship for 2026, with the
summit themed “Building
Resilience, Innovation,
Cooperation and Sustainable
Development.”

According to Government
sources, Tarique Rahman is
likely to attend, which would
mark his first visit to India
since assuming office. This
follows the February general
elections in Bangladesh.
Prime Minister Modi was
among the first world leaders
to invite the newly elected
Bangladeshi leader. In April,
Bangladesh Foreign Minister
Dr Khalilur Rahman visited
India, during which a possi-
ble prime ministerial visit
was discussed.

Relations between the two
neighbours have remained
lukewarm. Tarique Rahman
had earlier chosen to visit
China via Malaysia, signalling
a departure from his prede-
cessor Sheikh Hasina’s
approach of prioritising India.

‘

Despite this, New Delhi has
continued to extend cooper-
ative gestures without expect-
ing immediate reciprocity.
If the visit materialises,
Prime Minister Modi is expect-
ed to hold bilateral talks
aimed at resetting ties and
addressing issues of mutual
interest for the benefit of both
nations. The summit will see
participation from BRICS
members —now expanded to
11 countries — including

Chinese President Xi Jinping
and Russian President
Vladimir Putin. Leaders from
Brazil, South Africa, Egypt,
Ethiopia, Saudi Arabia, the
UAE, and Indonesia are also
expected. Iran’s representa-
tion remains unclear.

This invitation continues
India’s tradition of engaging
Bangladesh at high-level mul-
tilateral platforms. Earlier,
India had invited former
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
to the G20 Summit and
Chief Adviser Muhammad
Yunus to the Voice of the
Global South Summit.

Diplomatic observers
view the move as an oppor-
tunity to open a new chapter
in India-Bangladesh rela-
tions through sustained dia-
logue and cooperation.

FAIR REPORT
Il New Delhi

Several MPs on Thursday ques-
tioned top Government offi-
cials over the rise in problems
in vehicles due to the use of
E20 (Ethanol-blended) fuel and
asked what the Government
was doing about it.

Sources said the officials
told the MPs during a depart-
ment-related meeting of the
Parliamentary Standing
Committee on Transport,
Tourism and Culture that even
though ethanol-blended fuel
has been used for several years
now, the problems in vehicles
are a recent phenomenon.

Asked what they were doing
to check the problem, the offi-
cials said tests were underway
to ascertain the reason behind

therise inissues due to the use
of E20 fuel. The sources added
that the officials told the panel
that the Government had
already started ethanol-
blended fuel to the extent 0f 19.2
per cent in 2022, which went up
to 20 per cent only recently.
Secretary in the Ministry of
Road Transport and Highways,
V Umashankar, and other
stakeholders, including repre-
sentatives from the Ministry of
Petroleum and Natural Gas, oil
marketing companies, SIAM,
ARAI, ACMA and ICAT, were
present at the meeting.
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SC HAS 96,000 PENDING CASES
LAW MINISTER TELLS RS

The Supreme Court has more than 96,000 pending cases,
with over 10,000 awaiting disposal for more than a
decade, the Rajya Sabha was told on Thursday.
Collectively, 5.64 crore cases are pending across courts,
including the top court, the 25 high courts and district

and subordinate courts.

Citing data available on the National Judicial Data Grid,
Law Minister Arjun Meghwal said in a written reply that
as many as 80,660 cases are pending for more than 30

years across high courts.

In the top court, while 26 cases are pending for more
than 30 years, 558 are awaiting disposal for over 20
years, he said. The disposal of cases, the minister said, is
within the exclusive domain of the judiciary.

Pendency of cases in courts arises due to several
factors, including complexity of facts involved, nature of
evidence, and cooperation of stakeholders “ Bar,

investigating agencies, witnesses and litigants.

(PTI)

YSRCP TO HOLD STATEWIDE
YOUTH RALLIES ON JULY 28

The YSRCP on Thursday announced statewide protest
rallies by its youth and student wings in all district
headquarters on July 28, alleging that the Chief Minister
N Chandrababu Naidu Government had betrayed
students and unemployed youth.

The opposition party alleged that the Government had
promised to provide unemployment allowance until jobs
were given but had accumulated dues running into

thousands of crores.

“The Government has failed to honour its promises to
the youth and ignored serious irregularities in the Mega
District Selection Committee (DSC) recruitment process.
We demand a CBI probe on this,” a YSRCP press

release said.

FAIR REPORT
W Ahmedabad

The United Arab Emirates (UAE)
on Thursday said it is looking
at expanding investments in
Gujaratin sectors such as food
security, energy, logistics and
semiconductors as the Gulf
country seeks to deepen eco-
nomic ties with India.

UAE Minister of Economy
and Tourism Abdulla Bin
Touq Al Marri noted the
growing strategic partner-
ship between India and his
country has created oppor-
tunities for greater business-
to-business collaboration
across key sectors.

(PTI)

Al Marri, who was in
Ahmedabad to participate in
the India edition of ‘Investopia
Global’, identified energy as
another major area of cooper-
ation between the two sides
as countries worldwide tran-
sition towards cleaner sources
of power.

Speaking to media after
the inaugural event, the visit-
ing minister said food securi-
ty remains a priority area as
the UAE imports more than 90
per cent of its edible require-
ments, with a significant share
of processed food, fruits and
vegetables coming from India.
Asked which sectors hold the
greatest potential for

FAIR REPORT
M Jammu

The death toll in the recent
rain-triggered flash floods
and landslides across Jammu
region rose to 26 on Thursday
with the recovery of the body
of a 25-year-old woman from
Poonch district, officials said.

The body of Khalida
Kouser, wife of Yasar Igbal of
Murrah village, was recovered
near the Fazalabad foot-
bridge in Surankote during a
search operation.

She had been washed
away in the devastating flash
floods that struck the area on
the night of July 18, they said.

Officials said the decom-
posed body was shifted to the
Sub-district hospital in
Surankote, where the village
lambardar, zakir Hussain,
identified it.

After completing legal for-
malities, they said the body
was handed over to her
family for the last rites.

A damaged footbridge over the Lidder River following flash floods triggered

by heavy rainfall in Pahalgam, Anantnag district, Jammu and Kashmir

PTI

With the latest recovery,
the death toll in Poonch dis-
trict has risen to 17, the
highest among the affected
districts and a total of 26 in
the Jammu region, they said.

Overall, 29 people have
lost their lives in the rain-
related incidents across
Jammu and Kashmir, includ-
ing two deaths in Bandipora
district and one in Budgam
district in the Kashmir valley.

Those, who died in the
flash floods in Murrah hamlet

on the night of July 18 include
59 year Noor Safia wife of
Mohd Latief, 16 year old son
Sajad Ahmed son, Hagnawaz
Ahmed (11), Shahnawaz
Ahmed (11), daughter Khalda
Kouser wife of Yasar Igbal (25)
and grand child 2 year old
Sofian, and other kins Bano Bi
wife of Mohd Hussain (60)
and Mohd Akram son of
Mohd Liaqat (7).

Officials said search oper-
ations are continuing as six
people are still missing.

FAIR REPORT
W Ahmedabad

Around 1,200 people have
been rescued and hundreds
more relocated to safer places
as heavy showers battered
south Gujaratdistricts, where
Umbergaon taluka received
over 1,100 mm rains in just 16
hours, an official said
Thursday. One rain-related
death was reported in Tapi
district, while teams from the
National Disaster Response
Force (NDRF) and the state’s
SDRF as well as the Indian Air
Force (IAF) and Coast Guard
were put on alert for rescue
efforts, he said. Chief Minister
Bhupendra Patel reviewed
the rain situation and also
spoke to Union Home Minister
Amit Shah, who assured the
Gujarat Government of all
necessary assistance.
Valsad district was the
worst affected by the recent
rains with Umbergaon taluka
receiving over 1,100 mm rains
between 6 am on Wednesday
and 10 am on Thursday, State

Jaipur, Friday, 24 July 2026
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1,200 rescued from Gujarat’s
rain-hit areas, 1 dead in Tapl

A vehicle partially submerged in a waterlogged underpass after heavy
rainfall, near Sabarmati riverfront in Ahmedabad on Thursday

PTI

Emergency Operation Centre
(SEOC) data showed. Many
other talukas in the district
received over 600 mm rains
during the same period, it said.
A ‘red alert’, warning of
heavy to extremely heavy
rainfall, was in effect since
Wednesday for the southern
districts of Valsad, Navsari,
Surat, and Tapi, with NDRF
and SDRF teams deployed
there for rescue operations,
Relief = Commissioner
Gaurang Makwana said.
“The Air Force and Coast
Guard are also on alert and
people will be airlifted if nec-
essary, once weather condi-

tions improve,” he told
reporters. Makwana informed
that deployment of disaster
management personnel is
being scaled up in view of
increase in the intensity of rain-
fall, and rescue operations
are being conducted in coor-
dination with the administra-
tion, police, and local volun-
teers. “1,200 people have been
rescued, and 1,500 residents in
Surat moved to safe locations.
In Navsari district, 200 people
stranded across 11villages due
torise in the waterlevel of the
Kaveri river have been rescued
and relocated to safety,” said
the IAS officer.
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Assam CM visits ﬂood hit Golaghat, reviews relief operations

FAIR REPORT! Golaghat/Dispur

Assam Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma on Wednesday
visited flood-affected areas of
Golaghat district to assess
the damage caused by the
recent floods and review
ongoing rescue, relief and
rehabilitation efforts. During
the visit, he also interacted
with displaced residents at
relief camps and assured
them of continued
Government support.

The Chief Minister first
visited the relief camp at
Bhaskar Senior Basic School
in Kamarbandha, where 178
flood-affected people are cur-
rently taking shelter.

He spoke with camp
inmates to understand their
concerns, daily needs
and the challenges they
are facing.

Following the visit, Sarma
said the district administra-

tion and concerned depart-
ments had been instructed to
ensure that all essential ser-
vices and relief materials
reach affected families on
priority. According to official
figures, the recent floods
have impacted 25,791 people
in Golaghat district.

He later visited another
relief camp at Numaligarh
Higher Secondary School,
which is sheltering 182 dis-

placed people, including a
large number of children.
The Chief Minister interacted

with the children
and enquired about their
well-being.

Addressing reporters after
the visits, Sarma said the
floods had caused extensive
damage to agricultural land
and livestock, while disrupt-
ing the lives of thousands of
families across the district. He

said the State Government
was making every effort to
provide timely relief and
support to those affected.

The Chief Minister also said
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah had spoken to him over
the phone to review the flood
situation in Assam. According
to Sarma, the Union Home
Minister informed him that
an inter-ministerial central
team would soon visit the
state to conduct a compre-
hensive assessment of the
flood damage.

The proposed visit is
expected to evaluate the
extent of losses and assess
the assistance required from
the Central Government for
relief, rehabilitation and
reconstruction efforts.

State authorities continue
to monitor the flood situation
while relief and rehabilitation
measures remain underway
in the affected areas.

UAE eyes energy, food, semiconductor sectors for stronger investment ties with Gujarat

increased UAE investments
in Gujarat, Al Marri identified
food security, energy, logistics
and semiconductors as key
focus areas.

“A large portion of our
processed food, vegetables
and fruits comes from India.

That itself shows the huge
growth potential between
both countries,” he main-
tained. Al Marri said energy
would remain another major
area of cooperation as coun-
tries move towards cleaner
sources of power.

“Energy is the next fuel for
the world. We are moving
from hydrogen to renew-
ables, especially to support
data centres, which require
massive amounts of energy,”
he emphasised.

Referring to logistics and
supply chains, he said the
UAE has maintained a long-
term presence in India’s port
infrastructure. “DP World (a
multinational logistics firm
based in Dubai) has invested
in Mundra Port (in Gujarat)
and we continue to see logis-
tics and connectivity as an
important area of coopera-
tion,” he said.

On whether new invest-

ment avenues could emerge
from his Gujarat visit, Al
Marri insisted the objective
of Investopia was to facili-
tate business-to-business
engagement rather than
announce projects imme-
diately.

At the inaugural event,
Gujarat Chief Minister
Bhupendra Patel invited UAE
businesses to invest in the
state, saying the
Comprehensive Economic
Partnership Agreement
(CEPA) between India and
the UAE has strengthened
bilateral economic ties and
opened new opportunities
for trade and investment.

Severe flooding in
Maharashtra’s Palghar
dlstrlct 891 rescued

FAIR REPORT
M Palghar

A massive relief and rescue
operation was launched in
Maharashtra’s coastal
Palghar district on Thursday
after heavy rains cut off
several villages in Dahanu
and Talasari talukas, inun-
dating low-lying areas and
leading to power outages.
Emergency response
teams have so far rescued 891
people or 218 families from
flood-affected areas while
some two lakh people are
living without electricity, offi-
cials said. Collector Dr Indu
Rani Jakhar said the district
has been receiving torrential
rainfall since Wednesday
night, with Dahanu and
Talasari bearing the brunt.
All educational institutions
in the district have been
ordered to remain closed on
Thursday, she said. “National
Disaster Response Force
(NDRF) teams have been
deployed in Talasari and
Dahanu to carry out rescue
operations,” she said, adding
that an emergency rescue
team from the Vasai-Virar
Municipal Corporation

(VWMC) and a local rescue
unit at Bharad (Charoti) have
also been helping stranded
residents. A person was
found dead in a nullahin the
district, Collector Jakhar said.
The identity of the deceased
was yet to be established.

Water is being discharged
from Kurje and Dhamani
dams as they are filled to
capacity. “All villages situated
along the canal banks have
been put on high alert,and the
local administration is main-
taining continuous vigil,” the
Collector stated, urging people
to refrain from non-essential
travel and stay away from sub-
merged roads, bridges, and
overflowing water bodies.

The flooding has also
caused severe damage to
the power infrastructure,
leaving around two lakh
people without electricity.

Ajit Igatpurikar, Deputy
Chief PRO (Kalyan Region)
for Maharashtra State
Electricity Distribution
Company Ltd, stated in a
release that floodwaters
inundated 17 electrical sub-
stations, forcing authorities
to shut down 106 feeders as
a safety precaution.
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BRICS health ministers adopt 16th health declaration

FAIR REPORT
M Chandigarh

The 16th BRICS Health
Ministers’ Meeting was held
here on Thursday under
India’s BRICS Chairship 2026,
with major outcome being the
unanimous adoption of the
Health Ministerial Declaration,
reflecting the shared com-
mitment of BRICS countries to
deepen health cooperation
and strengthen resilient, equi-
table and people-centric
health systems.

The Ministers’ meeting con-
cluded successfully bringing

o

together Health Ministers,
Heads of Delegation, senior
officials and public health
experts from BRICS member

countries to strengthen coop-
eration in addressing shared
public health priorities and
advancing a resilient global

health architecture.

Convened under India’s
BRICS Chairship theme,
“Building for Resilience,
Innovation, Cooperation and
Sustainability,” the Meeting
provided a platform for
member countries to deliber-
ate on key health challenges
and reaffirm their collective
commitment towards
strengthening  health
systems, promoting innova-
tion, enhancing pandemic
preparedness and advanc-
ing Universal Health
Coverage through sustained
cooperation.

FAIR REPORT
M Indore

The kin of murdered Indore
businessman Raja
Raghuvanshi welcomed the
Supreme Court’s decision
on Thursday to set aside the
bail of his wife and main
accused in the case, Sonam
Raghuvanshi, and asserted it
had renewed their hope of
getting justice.

The apex court allowed a
plea filed by the Meghalaya
Government challenging the
bail granted to Sonam. A
bench of justices M M

Sundresh and PB Varale
granted her three weeks to
surrender before police.
“We have finally got a
little happiness after a long
time. My son has been dead

for more than a year. I still
cry whenever I look at his

photograph. Sonam
deserves the death penalty,”
Raja’s father Ashok

Raghuvanshi told PTI.

Only parents know the
effort and years of sacrifice
involved in bringing up a
child, he said while trying to
hold back his tears. “The
Supreme Court’s latest order
has given us fresh hope that
we will ultimately get
justice,” he added.

He said Sonam’s family
had not contacted them
since Raja’s murder, adding

Raja Raghuvanshi kin welcome SC order on Sonam bail

that his family no longer
wished to have any commu-
nication with them.

Raja’s mother Uma
Raghuvanshi said she felt
relieved because a woman
like Sonam should not have
been out of jail.

“Our family was worried
about its safety after Sonam
was released on bail. My
innocent son was brutally
murdered. I am confident a
mother’s hope will not be
shattered and Sonam will
receive the strictest pun-
ishment from the court,”
she said.

A A T LT

Around 26,000 flights cancelled
due to West Asia airspace curbs

FAIR REPORT
M New Delhi

Indian airlines have cancelled
around 26,000 international
flights till July 20 besides flight
diversions and delays due to
airspace restrictions in the
wake of the US-Iran conflict,
according to the Government.

Minister of State for Civil
Aviation Murlidhar Mohol on
Thursday told the Lok Sabha
that airlines are incurring
significant revenue losses
due to the ongoing crisis and
are taking measures to miti-

gate the impact while ensur-

ing continuity of operations.
The conflict, which started

in late February, has
significantly impacted the
airline industry, which is
grappling with high fuel costs
and airspace curbs in the
West Asia region.

“The US-Iran conflict has
significantly disrupted interna-
tional flight operations due to
airspace restrictions leading to
widespread cancellations
(approx 26,000 flights by
Indian carriers till 20 July
2026), along with considerable
diversions and delays across
airlines and airports,” Mohol
said in a written reply.

FAIR REPORT
B Mumbai

Shiv Sena (UBT) leader Aaditya
Thackeray on Thursday said
his party will organise a
‘Tiranga morcha’ on July 24 in
solidarity with the students
demanding resignation of
Union Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan over
exam irregularities.

The party earlier said the
‘Tiranga morcha ’ will be
held at Shivaji Park in Dadar
on July 24.

However, on Thursday,
Aaditya, along with
Maharashtra Navnirman

Sena (MNS) leader Amit

\
ﬂi B BRE

Thackeray said, the march
was postponed as many who
wanted to participate said
the event should be deferred
to weekend and a decision

L —_—
Sena (UBT) Ieade_r- A}aditya T’hickeray
was taken accordingly.

However, hours later,
Aaditya, speaking to
reporters, said he received
overwhelming response in

the form of messages and
calls for the demonstration.

People wanted to articu-
late their views on issues
related to students and
express their sentiments
so the Tiranga morcha
will be held on Friday (July
24) at 5pm, said the
Opposition MLA.

The protest march will be
organised without any polit-
ical flag, he said and urged
people to join the agitation
in large numbers.

Earlier in the day, Shiv
Sena (UBT) chief Uddhav
Thackeray and MNS presi-
dent Raj Thackeray
announced a separate

Shiv Sena UBT to hold 7iranga Morcha in Mumbai on July 24

morcha on July 26 to convey
the “angst” of students and
their parents for the alleged
police atrocities against agi-
tators and the NEET paper
leak, which has triggered
widespread protests.

Raj Thackeray said the
morcha will begin from
Shivaji Park in Dadar and cul-
minate at the Siddhivinayak
Temple in the Prabhdevi
area. He insisted no political
flags will be displayed during
the protest, he said.

Mumbai has been witness-
ing protests since Monday in
solidarity with the Cockroach
Janta Party (CJP)-led students’
agitation in New Delhi.
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MP C.P. Joshi Meets Gadkari, Raises Key
Road Project Demands for the Region

Requests early
inauguration of
Pratapgarh Bypass
and Bhatewar-Mavli-
Nathdwara-Charbhuja
National Highway,
seeks approval for
more road safety
works

m FAIR REPORT
CHITTORGARH

Chittorgarh MP C.P. Joshi
met Union Minister for
Road Transport and High-
ways Nitin Gadkariin New
Delhi and discussed major
national highway projects
and road infrastructure
works in the Lok Sabha
constituency. During the
meeting, the MP thanked
the Union Minister for ap-
proving the Chittorgarh
Ring Road (Bypass) project
and requested early action
on several pending road
projects. Joshi requested
the early inauguration of
the Pratapgarh Bypass on

National Highway-113, stat-
ing that the project has
been completed. He said
the bypass will reduce the
movement of heavy vehi-
cles through the city and
improve traffic flow and
road safety for local resi-
dents. He also urged the
Minister to inaugurate the
Bhatewar-Mavli-Nath-
dwara-Charbhuja National
Highway-162E at the earli-

Kotwali Police Intensifies
Road Checking, 30 Vehicles
Challaned; Drunk Auto
Driver’s Vehicle Seized

Special drive under
SHO Rajneesh Kumar.
Action taken against
vehicles without
number plates,
traffic rule violators
and suspicious
vehicles. Buses and
vehicles in the Fort
area were also
checked.

H FAIR REPORT
CHITTORGARH

To improve law and or-
der and strengthen traf-
fic management in the
city, Kotwali Police con-
ducted a special check-
ing drive on Thursday
under the direction of
SHO Rajneesh Kumar.
Police teams set up
checkpoints at major
roads and intersections
and checked vehicles
moving through the city.
Vehicles without num-
ber plates, traffic rule
violators and suspicious
vehicles were inspected
during the drive. During
the operation, police is-
sued 30 traffic challans.
These included 8 chal-
lans for not wearing
seat belts and 1 challan
for not wearing a hel-
met. Police also found
an auto-rickshaw driver
driving under the influ-
ence of alcohol. The

auto-rickshaw was
seized and legal action
was taken against the
driver. Police also
checked vehicles with-
out proper documents
and verified suspicious
vehicles. Drivers were
advised to follow traffic
rules and carry all re-
quired documents while
driving. As part of the
campaign, buses operat-
ing in the city were also
inspected. Police
checked vehicle docu-
ments and other neces-
sary safety require-
ments to ensure safe
travel for passengers.
Special checking was
also carried out in the
Chittorgarh Fort area to
manage traffic conges-
tion and strengthen se-
curity due to the move-
ment of tourists. Police
said that regular check-
ing and monitoring will
continue in the area.
SHO Rajneesh Kumar
said that maintaining
law and order, prevent-
ing crime and ensuring
traffic discipline are the
top priorities of Kotwali
Police. Such checking
drives will continue reg-
ularly, and strict action
will be taken against
those who violate the
law or traffic rules.

est. According to the MP,
the highway is important
for religious tourism, trade
and connectivity in the Me-
war region and will benefit
thousands of commuters.
The MP expressed grati-
tude for the approval of the
Chittorgarh Ring Road,
which will directly connect
the Kota Road with the
Bhilwara Road. He said the
project was a long-pending

TR~

demand of the city and will
reduce traffic congestion
while strengthening the
road network for future
needs. Joshi also requested
approval for underpasses,
service roads, overbridges
and other road safety
works on different national
highways in the constitu-
ency. He said these projects
would help reduce acci-
dents and provide safer

and smoother travel for
people in both urban and
rural areas. He also sought
support for new highway
projects and better road
connectivity through the
Central Road Infrastruc-
ture Fund. Union Minister
Nitin Gadkari assured the
MP that all the issues
raised during the meeting
would be examined and
necessary action would be
taken through the con-
cerned officials. MP C.P.
Joshi said that under the
leadership of Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi, India is
witnessing rapid develop-
ment of modern road infra-
structure. He expressed
confidence that with the
Centre’s support, all im-
portant road projects in the
Chittorgarh parliamentary
constituency will be com-
pleted soon, giving a boost
to economic growth, tour-
ism, industry and employ-
ment in the region.

Wangchuk ends 26-day fast following
govt assurance; CJP to continue protest

H FAIR REPORT
NEWE DELHI

Activist Sonam Wangchuk
ended his indefinite hunger
strike after the government
assured him that his demands
would be met. He announced
the end of hisfast after Union
Ministers JP Nadda and Jiten-
dra Singh met him at the Me-
danta Hospital in Gurugram
around Thursday; July 23 mid-
night and conveyed the gov-
ernment’s assurances. “Just
now in the presence of Union
Ministers JP Nadda, Dr Jiten-
dra Singh and the senior lead-
ers of Apex Body of Leh
Ladakh, Ifinally brokemy fast
after 26 days,” Wangchuk said
in a post on X. After Wang-
chuk announced the end of
his hunger strike, Prime Min-

L L

ister Narendra Modi said in a
post on X, “Iurge Sonam ji to
follow his daily routine as ad-
vised by the doctors and re-
gain his weight as soon as pos-
sible.” “I pray to the Almighty

that Sonam ji remains
healthy,” the prime minister
added. Reading out the gov-
ernment’s assurances to
Wangchuk in the presence of
his wife Gitanjali Angmo and
others at the hospital, Nadda

said, “The government is
positive on not registering
cases against those protesting
peacefully at Jantar Mantar in
Delhi and those who partici-
pated in the march to Parlia-
ment on July 20, 2026.” The
Union Health Minister fur-
ther said that the government
has already assured discus-
sions in Parliament on paper
leaks and education reforms
for exams.

Jaipur, Friday, 24 July 2026
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Lured by 3200 per kg,
container driver turned into
a doda-chura smuggler

caught carrying 3.83 quintals
hiddenina parcel container

ANTF chased and
seized the container,
recovered 383 kg of
doda-chura; driver
studied till Class 3,
started as a labourer
and later got trapped
in the smuggling
network

® FAIR REPORT
CHITTORGARH

A container driver en-
tered the illegal doda-chu-
ra smuggling business for
an extra earning of 200
per kg. The Anti Narcot-
ics Task Force (ANTF)
recovered 3 quintals 83 kg
(383 kg) of illegal doda-
chura from a parcel con-
tainer on the Udaipur-
Bhilwara highway. Police
seized the container and
arrested the driver. The
arrested accused is Lal
Shankar (29), son of Jeeva
Meena, a resident of Beri
Fala, Bokhla, under Bich-
hiwara police station in
Dungarpur district. Po-
lice investigation revealed
that Lal Shankar studied
only up to Class 3. After
leaving school, he worked
as alabourer. Later, he be-
came a truck helper and
gradually learned driv-
ing. During this time, he
came in contact with a
Delhi-based container
owner, who hired him as a
driver. For the last 7-8
months, he had been driv-
ing the container between
Ahmedabad, Delhi and
other states. Some time
ago, Lal Shankar came to
his village with the con-
tainer. The next day, he
met a smuggler, who told

him that the container

owner had already agreed
to transport a consign-
ment of doda-chura hid-
den inside the container.
He was promised good
money for delivering it to
the destination. Tempted
by the extra income, Lal
Shankar agreed. Accord-
ing to police, the contain-
er owner and smugglers
offered him 200 extra per
kilogram for transporting
the illegal consignment.
Initially, he carried small
quantities, but later he
started transporting larg-
er consignments hidden
along with parcel goods.
Investigation also found
that the smugglers used
parcel containers to avoid
police suspicion. Since
such containers are
mainly used for courier
and parcel transport,
they usually do not come
under suspicion. Taking
advantage of this, the ac-
cused hid the illegal nar-
cotic substance among
parcel goods and trans-
ported it to different loca-
tions. ANTF received in-
formation that a contain-
er bearing registration
number RJ 09 GE 8023,

with “NICE” written on

it, was moving from
Udaipur towards
Bhilwara carrying suspi-
cious goods. The team im-
mediately set up a block-
ade on the highway. When
the container was spot-
ted, the driver ignored
the signal to stop and
tried to escape at high
speed. The ANTF team
chased the vehicle and
stopped it near Dhanet
Puliya, ahead of Ritola
Chouraha, under Sadar
Chittorgarh police sta-
tion limits. The driver
became nervous when
stopped and identified
himself as Lal Shankar.
The local police were
called to the spot. During
the search, police recov-
ered 3 quintals 83 Kilo-
grams of illegal doda-
chura hidden among par-
cel goods. The accused
was arrested and the con-
tainer bearing registra-
tion number RJ 09 GE
8023 was seized. A case
has been registered un-
der the NDPS Act, and
police are now searching
for the container owner
and other members of
the smuggling network.

lllegal House of History-Sheeter with 23 Criminal Cases Demolished
on Forest Land; Joint Actlon by Pollce and Administration

Accused has 23 cases
of robbery, theft,
dacoity and attempt
to murder; was
constructing a
permanent house
after encroaching on
forest land, still
absconding

H FAIR REPORT
UDAIPUR

Police took major action
against notorious history-
sheeter Singaram Garasia by
demolishing his illegal con-

struction on forest land with
a bulldozer. A joint team of
police, forest department and
district administration car-
ried out the operation in
Bekariya area on Thursday
and completely demolished
the under-construction per-
manent houses. The accused
has been absconding for a
long time, and police teams
are continuously conducting
raids to arrest him. The ac-
tion was taken under the spe-
cial state-wide campaign run-
ningfrom July 20 to August 20

under the direction of
Udaipur Superintendent of
Police Dr. AmritaDuhan. The
operation was supervised by
Additional SP Mukul Sharma
and led by Kotda Circle Offic-

er Dungar Singh Chundawat
Police personnel from Beka-
riya, Sayra, Panarwa, Mand-
wa, Kotda and Gogunda po-
lice stations, along with the
police line force, were de-

ployed during the operation.
According to police, history-
sheeter Singaram Garasia,
son of Kiranaram and a resi-
dent of Heral Kala, along with
his brother Meetharam, had
encroached on valuable forest
department land and started
constructing permanent hous-
es illegally. After receiving in-
formation, the joint team, in
the presence of administrative
officers, Regional Forest Offic-
er Deval and the Kotda Tehsil-
dar; demolished the entire ille-
gal construction with a bull-

dozer (JCB). Police said Singa-
ram Garasia has 23 criminal
casesregistered againsthim in
different police stations of
Udaipur and Sirohi districts.
These include robbery; theft,
dacoity; assault and attempt to
murder. Heiswanted in several
casesand has been absconding
foralongtime. Policeteamsare
continuously raiding his pos-
siblehideouts. Police said strict
legal action against criminals
and drives against illegal en-
croachments on government
and forest land will continue.

No Contaminated Water Should Reach Homes During Monsoon,

Every Drop Will Be Tested: Collector Dr. Manju

Strict instructions
during Jal Jeevan
Mission review
meeting. Focus on
safe drinking water in
schools and
Anganwadi centres
and recharge of dried
hand pumps.

H FAIR REPORT
CHITTORGARH

To ensure clean and safe
drinking water during the
monsoon season, District
Collector Dr. Manju held a
review meeting of the Dis-
trict Water and Sanitation
Mission on Thursday. She
gave clear instructions

that contaminated drink-
ing water should not be
supplied in any village or
town of the district. She
said that providing safe
and clean drinking water
to every household is the
top priority and there will
be no compromise on
quality. During the meet-
ing held in the committee
hall, the District Collector
reviewed the progress of
works under the Jal Jee-
van Mission. She said that
the chances of water
sources getting contami-
nated are higher during
the rainy season. There-
fore, drinking water sam-

.“‘L.- _
ples should be collected
and tested regularly. She

also directed officials to
inspect pipelines passing

near drains or sewer lines
and carry out immediate

repairs and safety meas-
ures to prevent contami-
nated water from entering
the drinking water supply.
Dr. Manju instructed Pub-
lic Health Engineering
Department (PHED) offi-
cials to ensure clean and
safe drinking water in all
schools and Anganwadi
centres across the dis-
trict. She also stressed
maintaining the quality
of Jal Jeevan Mission
works and completing all
projects within the sched-
uled time. During the
meeting, she referred to
the ‘Karmabhoomi Se
Matrubhoomi Abhiyan’

and directed officials to
give priority to building
recharge structures for
dried hand pumps. She
said maximum rainwater
should be conserved to im-
prove the groundwater
level and reduce future
drinking water shortages.
The District Collector also
reviewed the progress of
Jal Jeevan Mission works,
payment status and com-
plaints received by the
department. She directed
officials to resolve pend-
ing payments and com-
plaints on time so that the
implementation of the
scheme is not affected. At

the beginning of the meet-
ing, PHED Superintend-
ing Engineer Sunit Gupta
gave a PowerPoint presen-
tation on the ongoing
works, achievements and
future action plan under
the Jal Jeevan Mission in
the district. Additional
District Collector Dinesh
Dhakad, Chief Executive
Officer of Zila Parishad
Vinay Pathak, Chief Dis-
trict Education Officer
Pramod Dashora, and of-
ficials from the Public
Health Engineering De-
partment and other con-
cerned departments were
present in the meeting.
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