
Constable Quits in Rare Show of Solidarity: Uttarakhand 
Policeman Hands Resignation to Abhijeet Dipke at Jantar Mantar
n FAIR REPORT 
NEW DELHI

In a dramatic development 
that injected fresh momen-
tum into the ongoing stu-
dents’ protest at Jantar 
Mantar, a serving consta-
ble of  the Uttarakhand 
Police publicly submitted 
his resignation letter to 
activist Abhijeet Dipke, 
declaring that his con-
science compelled him to 
stand with the agitating 
students rather than re-
main in uniform.

The symbolic act un-
folded before protesters 
and onlookers, drawing 
loud applause as the con-

stable handed over the res-
ignation letter, describing 
it as a decision taken “in 
support of  the students’ 
movement.” The unprece-
dented gesture quickly 
became one of  the most 
talked-about moments at 
the protest site, with par-
ticipants hailing it as a 
rare instance of  a serving 
police personnel openly 
siding with demonstra-
tors.

The resignation comes 
amid an intensifying agi-
tation led by Dipke and 
student groups, who have 
been pressing their de-
mands through sustained 

protests at Jantar Mantar. 
Organisers described the 
constable’s decision as evi-
dence that the movement 
was resonating beyond 
student circles and finding 
support among individu-
als serving within govern-
ment institutions.

While the resignation 
has generated significant 
attention on social media, 
there was no immediate 
official response from the 
Uttarakhand Police re-
garding the constable’s 
status or whether the res-
ignation had been formal-
ly accepted. Under service 
rules, the submission of  a 

resignation letter does not 
automatically terminate 
government service, and 
acceptance by the compe-
tent authority is generally 
required.

The episode is likely to 
deepen the political and 
public debate surrounding 
the protest, raising ques-
tions about morale within 
public institutions and the 
broader appeal of  the stu-
dents’ campaign. Whether 
the constable’s decision 
remains an isolated act or 
inspires similar expres-
sions of  solidarity will be 
closely watched in the 
coming days.
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Resignation of Dharmendra Pradhan 
non-negotiable: CJP to union ministers
n FAIR REPORT 
NEW DELHI

The Cockroach Janta Party 
(CJP) on Friday told the gov-
ernment that its demand for 
Education Minister Dhar-
mendra Pradhan’s resigna-
tion is non-negotiable and 
asked for a public apology to 
the protesting students who 
were “brutally thrashed” on 
July 20.

In a meeting with Union 
ministers J P Nadda and Ji-
tendra Singh, the CJP also 
demanded Rs 1 crore com-
pensation for the families of  
those who committed sui-
cide after the cancellation of  
the NEET test on May 3, its 
spokesperson Saurav Das 
said. The two-hour meeting 
held at the Vithalbhai Patel 
House was aimed at finding 
an amicable solution to pro-
tests over the NEET paper 
leak and other irregularities 
in the exam system.

Nadda said the ministers 
heard their demands and 
conveyed that they will get 
back to the CJP. “We will 
again meet on Saturday,” he 
said. “We told Union minis-

ters that our demand for the 
resignation of  Dharmendra 
Pradhan is non-negotiable,” 
Das told reporters after the 
meeting. The CJP, which has 
been spearheading the pro-
tests that started at Jantar 
Mantar on June 20, was also 
represented by its spokes-
person Ashutosh Ranka. 
Besides the demand for Rs 1 
crore compensation for fam-
ilies of  suicide victims, Das 
said the CJP is also asking 
that FIRs against protesters 
should be withdrawn.

In a letter to the govern-
ment, the CJP spelt out its 
stand. It acknowledged the 
“government’s eagerness to 
find a mutually beneficial 
solution” and said, “Over 
the last few days, we have 
held extensive consultations 
with supporters and mem-
bers across the country and 
protesters at Jantar Mantar. 
We have arrived at a clear 
consensus that our de-
mands, namely the resigna-
tion of  Mr Dharmendra 
Pradhan, Rs 1 crore compen-

sation for NEET victims, 
and no legal action against 
protestors, are non-negotia-
ble.”

“Furthermore, the Gov-
ernment of  India, the head 
of  the Rapid Action Force, 
and the Delhi Police Com-
missioner ought to publicly 
apologise to the students 
who were brutally thrashed 
by their forces,” it said 
Worldnews coverage The or-
ganisation also requested 
that the demands be accept-
ed at the earliest. If  not, the 

movement would only grow 
bigger and spread across the 
country, it said. “Further, we 
would appreciate the gov-
ernment’s response to our 
five-point demand charter 
on examination reforms. 
The charter will prove criti-
cal in bringing about the 
larger structural reforms 
needed in the education sys-
tem,” the letter stated.

This was the third offi-
cial meeting between the 
CJP and the government.

Nadda held two back-to-
back meetings with Das 
and Ranka on July 20 at the 
minister’s residence. That 
was the day thousands of  
protesters responded to the 
call ‘Sansad Chalo’ and be-
gan marching towards Par-
liament only to be pushed 
back by police batons and 
teargas. Scores of  people 
were injured. Friday’s 
meeting took place hours 
after activist Sonam Wang-
chuk ended his 26-day hun-
ger strike late on Thursday 
night following govern-
ment assurances on his key 
demands.

Rajasthan Crosses Major Water Milestone: 

CM Bhajan Lal Sharma Says 
1.5 Million Families Get Tap 
Water Under Jal Jeevan Mission
n FAIR REPORT 
JAIPUR

Highlighting the Ra-
jasthan government’s 
push to strengthen water 
security, Chief  Minister 
Bhajan Lal Sharma on 
Friday announced that 
more than 1.5 million fam-
ilies across the state have 
been provided access to 
safe drinking water 
through household tap 
connections under the Jal 
Jeevan Mission, describ-
ing the achievement as a 
major step towards ensur-
ing universal access to 
clean water. Addressing 
the inaugural session of  
the Rajasthan Water Con-
clave 2026, Sharma said 
the state government has 
been working relentlessly 
to expand potable water 
infrastructure, particu-
larly in water-scarce re-
gions. He asserted that the 
mission is not merely 
about laying pipelines but 
about improving public 

health, enhancing rural 
livelihoods and ensuring 
sustainable development.

The Chief  Minister 
said that besides expand-
ing tap water coverage, 
the government has un-
dertaken several key ini-
tiatives in the water sec-
tor aimed at strengthen-
ing long-term water secu-
rity. These include meas-
ures for water conserva-
tion, augmentation of  
drinking water supply, 
and the creation of  resil-
ient infrastructure to ad-
dress Rajasthan’s recur-

ring water challenges. 
Emphasising that water 
management remains one 
of  the government’s top 
priorities, Sharma said 
the administration is pur-
suing an integrated ap-
proach that combines in-
frastructure development 
with conservation and ef-
ficient resource manage-
ment. The Rajasthan Wa-
ter Conclave 2026 brings 
together policymakers, 
water experts, industry 
leaders and stakeholders 
to deliberate on sustaina-
ble water governance.

n FAIR REPORT 
NEW DELHI

In a dramatic political de-
velopment that has sent 
shockwaves through the 
national political land-
scape, Union Minister of  
State for Railways 
Ravneet Singh Bittu re-
signed from the Union 
Council of  Ministers on 
Friday. President Drou-
padi Murmu accepted his 
resignation with immedi-
ate effect, marking the 
end of  Bittu’s tenure in 
the Union Cabinet.

The abrupt resignation 
has triggered intense 
speculation in political 
circles, particularly with 
key electoral battles ap-
proaching. While the gov-
ernment has not dis-
closed the reason behind 
Bittu’s departure, the 
timing of  the move has 
fuelled discussions about 
a possible Cabinet reshuf-
fle and the BJP’s evolving 
political strategy.

A prominent Sikh face 
in the BJP, Bittu crossed 

over from the Congress 
ahead of  the 2024 Lok 
Sabha elections and was 
later inducted into the 
Union government. De-
spite losing the parlia-
mentary election, he re-
mained an influential 
figure in the party after 
being nominated to the 
Rajya Sabha.

His unexpected exit 
has now raised several 
unanswered questions. Is 
the resignation linked to 
a larger organisational 
overhaul? Is the BJP pre-
paring to assign Bittu a 
more significant political 
role, particularly in Pun-
jab? Or does it signal the 
beginning of  a wider re-
structuring within the 
Union government? As 
New Delhi waits for an of-
ficial explanation, Bittu’s 
resignation has emerged 
as one of  the most conse-
quential political develop-
ments of  the day, setting 
the stage for fresh specula-
tion over the BJP’s next 
strategic move.

Cabinet Bombshell: Ravneet 
Singh Bittu Resigns, Exit 

Sets Off Political Tremors
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The Union Government on Thursday approved a six-
month extension in service for West Bengal Chief
Secretary Manoj Kumar Agarwal beyond his scheduled
date of retirement on July 31, according to an official
order. The extension will take effect from August 1 and
remain valid till January 31, 2027, following approval by
the Department of Personnel and Training (DoPT), a
senior official said on Thursday.

The state Government had forwarded a proposal to
the Centre on July 15 seeking an extension for Agarwal,
who assumed charge as the chief secretary on May 11
this year. A senior state Government official said the
extension would ensure continuity in the administration
at a time when several key policy decisions and
developmental programmes are underway. (PTI)

States Focus

SIX-MONTH EXTENSION FOR
BENGAL CHIEF SECRETARY: GOVT

Former BJP chief K Annamalai, who launched the “We The
Leaders” movement, is scheduled to visit a few southern
coastal districts to launch a massive coastal cleanup drive,
a source said on Friday.

He would visit Kanyakumari on August 2 in his capacity
as leader of the movement to officially launch the state-
wide initiative from the Kanyakumari Beach Road, and
initiate a similar drive in Uvari in Tirunelveli district,
Manapad and Tiruchendur in Tuticorin district.

Interestingly, Kanyakumari district has registered the
highest number of volunteers for the “We The 
Leaders” that Annamalai had announced on June 5,
an insider said. (PTI)

ANNAMALAI TO LAUNCH COASTAL
CLEANUP DRIVE IN SOUTH TN

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

Sonam Wangchuk on Friday
termed the end of his 26-day
hunger strike the “beginning
of accountability”, saying he
decided to call off the fast
only after receiving assur-
ances from the Government
and MPs across parties on his
key demands for examina-
tion reforms and protection
of the peaceful protesters.

The educator-activist also
said that he extended his
fast by two days because
negotiations with the Centre
were continuing.

“End of hunger... Beginning
of accountability,” Wangchuk
posted on X, where he shared
a video explaining his 
decision to end the fast,
which he began at the Jantar
Mantar on June 28 in support
of the Cokroach Janta Party’s
(CJP)  ongoing protest
demanding accountability
for paper leaks, Education
Minister Dharmendra
Pradhan’s resignation, and
reforms in the examination
system, among others.

According to the post,
Wangchuk ended his fast
after 26 days upon getting
assurance from the
Government and MPs of all

political parties that the issue
of accountability in the
‘failing’ examination system
would be discussed in
Parliament. 

The Government also
assured that the families of
those students who took their
lives after the NEET-UG paper
leak in May would be ade-
quately compensated, and
no cases would be registered
against the students and
youth protesting peacefully.

In the video, Wangchuk also
disclosed that he extended his
hunger strike by two days
because negotiations with the
Centre were continuing.

“Negotiations were on for
these assurances since the
last two days, for which I had
to extend my hunger strike.
I could have extended it
further if required,” he said.

Wanghchuk also shared
the text of the assurance
letter that Health Minister J P
Nadda read out at the hospi-
tal before he broke his fast.

“The Government is posi-
tive on not registering cases
against those protesting
peacefully at Jantar Mantar in
Delhi and those who partic-
ipated in the march to
Parliament on July 20,” the
letter said.

It  also said that the
Government had “already
assured threadbare discus-
sions to find solutions to
paper leaks and educational
reforms for exams in
Parliament”,  and was 
“positively considering suit-
able compensation for the
suicide victims of recent NEET
paper leaks”.

Wangchuk ended his
hunger strike late on
Thursday night in the 
presence of his wife 
Gitanjali Angmo, Nadda 
and Union minister Jitendra
Singh at the Medanta Hospital
in Gurugram.

Beginning of accountability: Wangchuk extends fast by 2 days

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

The first week of the Monsoon
session of Parliament was
washed out as the Government
and the Opposition continued
to be at loggerheads over 
the demand for Education 
Minister Dharmendra
Pradhan’s resignation before a
debate on NEET paper leak
issue in both Houses. 

Hitting out at the
Opposition, the Government
said making “excuses” and
attaching “pre-conditions”
before a debate will send a
wrong message to the country.

In the first week of the
session, both Houses could

not take up any legislative
agenda except for introduc-
tion of a bill each in Lok
Sabha and Rajya Sabha. 

In Lok Sabha, a bill to
replace an ordinance which
increased the number of
judges of the Supreme Court
from 34 to 38 was introduced
but could not taken up for
consideration and passage
despite being listed every
day.  The bill has to be passed
into an Act of Parliament
before the session concludes
on August 13 else the ordi-
nance will lapse. 

In Lok Sabha, Question
Hour could not be held for
even 15 minutes in five days.

In Rajya Sabha, a bill was

introduced on Friday to make
insult to the national song
Vande Mataram a criminal
offence, despite being listed for
introduction on multiple days. 

When Lok Sabha met at 12

noon after an earlier adjourn-
ment, Parliamentary Affairs
Minister Kiren Rijiju pointed
to the Leader of the
Opposition Rahul Gandhi and
said the Government has

repeatedly reached out to
Opposition parties to let
debate on the paper leak
take place. He said while
several Opposition MPs are of
the view that the debate
should take place, Gandhi
should make his party
members understand the
need for a discussion. Rijiju
said making excuses and
attaching pre-conditions
before a debate will send a
wrong message to the country.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has also assured of a
stringent law on paper leaks
and holding trial of the
accused in fast-track courts,
he said, while also noting that
activist Sonam Wangchuk

has ended his hunger strike.
He said the Union Cabinet

will take a decision on the
proposed law on Friday.  

However, the Congress and
other Opposition parties con-
tinued to insist on resignation
of Pradhan and shouted
slogans like “Istifa do”, follow-
ing which the House was
adjourned for the day. 

Similarly, Rajya Sabha was
adjourned within minutes
of assembly after Leader of
Opposition Mall ikarjun
Kharge sought to raise the
issue of lathi-charge on stu-
dents who are protesting
against the paper leak and
pressing for the resignation
of Pradhan.

WANGCHUK'S WIFE ASKS CRITICS NOT TO RUSH
TO JUDGE HIM FOR ENDING HUNGER STRIKE

NNeeww  DDeellhhii: Activist Sonam Wangchuk's wife, Gitanjali J
Angmo, on Thursday appealed to people not to rush to
judge him for ending his 26-day hunger strike, saying
he had paid a heavy physical price for a cause larger
than himself and deserved compassion rather than
criticism.

Her appeal came after Wangchuk ended his fast late
on Thursday following assurances from the government
on his key demands and repeated appeals by several
MPs across party lines that he end the hunger strike
and continue serving the nation.

In an emotional post on X, Angmo said Wangchuk was
lying in the intensive care unit after losing 11 kg,
including muscle mass, during the fast, and urged
people to recognise the sacrifice behind his decision.

"Before you rush to criticise @Wangchuk66, first
pause to earn the ethos of fasting for 26 days for a
cause larger than yourself," she wrote.

"He lies in the ICU today, having lost 11 kg, including
muscle mass, because he chose sacrifice over comfort.
The least we can offer him is a day of compassion
before burdening him with our own expectations and
political calculations," she said.

Angmo said not everyone was qualified to judge "a
life of selfless service".

"One must first earn the moral stature to do so.
Please... have a heart," she added.

Wangchuk ended his fast late on Thursday after
Union ministers J P Nadda and Jitendra Singh conveyed
the government's assurances that it was positive about
not initiating legal action against peaceful protesters,
would hold discussions in Parliament on examination
reforms and was positively considering compensation
for families of students who died by suicide following
the alleged NEET paper leak. The activist is recovering
at Medanta Hospital in Gurugram. (PTI) 

First week of Monsoon Session washed out as Opposition demands Pradhan’s resignation

VIVEK SHARMA n Jaipur

Rajasthan Chief Minister Shri
Bhajan Lal Sharma’s Gram
Vikas Chaupal initiative is
focusing on participatory gov-
ernance by taking the admin-
istration directly to villages
and facilitating interaction
between the Government
and rural citizens.

With an emphasis on
strengthening governance at
the grassroots, the Chief
Minister has been visiting
rural areas, holding open
interactions with villagers,
inspecting development pro-
jects, and reviewing the
implementation of welfare
schemes on the ground. The
initiative aims to create a
direct communication
channel between policymak-
ers and citizens to address
public concerns and improve
service delivery.

The Gram Vikas Chaupal
serves as a platform where
women, farmers, youth, live-
stock rearers,  frontline
workers, and local residents
discuss issues ranging from
agriculture and employment
to water conservation, sani-
tation, animal husbandry,
education, and rural infra-
structure. Beneficiaries of

Government schemes have
also shared their experiences
directly with the Chief
Minister, providing feedback
on implementation.

One of the instances high-
lighted during the initiative
involved schoolgirls inform-
ing the Chief Minister that
their Government Senior
Secondary School did not
offer a Science stream.
Following the interaction,
Shri Bhajan Lal Sharma direct-
ed officials to address the
issue, and the Science stream
was subsequently approved
and introduced, according
to the state Government.

The Chief Minister has also
interacted with children,
women, and senior citizens
while reviewing the condi-
tion of village schools,

Anganwadi centres, and
other public facilities. These
visits have enabled the
Government to identify local
challenges requiring admin-
istrative attention.

Beyond grievance redressal,
Gram Vikas Chaupal has also
been used as a mechanism for
monitoring development pro-
jects. During village visits, offi-
cials present progress reports
on ongoing works, while the
Chief Minister reviews imple-
mentation, directs timely com-
pletion of projects, and seeks
accountability from the con-
cerned departments. Several
local issues have also been
addressed through discus-
sions with officials during
these visits.

In another instance cited
by the Government, a woman

appealed for the transfer of
her husband to a location
closer to home because of
their child’s special medical
requirements. Acting on the
Chief Minister’s directions,
the transfer order was issued
within hours, officials said.

According to officials, the
programme is not limited to
grievance resolution. Villagers
are also encouraged to share
ideas and suggestions for
future development planning,
with the objective of making
them active participants in
Rajasthan’s development
process.

Political observers say the
Gram Vikas Chaupal com-
bines public participation,
administrative accountabili-
ty, and direct interaction
between citizens and the
Government. They note that
the initiative seeks to
strengthen rural governance
by enabling the administra-
tion to respond more effec-
tively to local issues.

As Rajasthan continues to
focus on rural development,
Gram Vikas Chaupal has
become an important part of
the state’s outreach efforts,
with the Government pre-
senting it as a model for
citizen-centric governance.

Rajasthan CM’s Gram Vikas Chaupal
focuses on participatory rural governance

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

Road safety experts on Friday
highlighted the alarming
state of road safety in the
country and underscored
the urgent need for practical,
scalable and cost-effective
solutions to prevent road
accidents. They noted that
India can significantly reduce
road fatalities through
affordable and evidence-
based interventions in cities.

Speaking at a conference
organised by the India
chapter of International
Road Federation (IRF), IIT
Delhi professor emeritus
Geetam Tiwari said road
markings to enhance night-
time visibility can substan-
tially improve road safety in
cities. Implementation of
international best practices
can reduce crashes while
improving mobility for all
road users, Tiwari added.

IRF president emeritus K K
Kapila said most urban
crashes occur due to every-
day design deficiencies on
ordinary roads operating at
normal traffic speeds.

“Low-cost engineering
measures such as round-
abouts, raised pedestrian

crossings, traffic-calming
measures, improved street
lighting and safer intersec-
tion designs have been
proven to reduce crashes by
20 to 80 per cent, often at a
fraction of the cost of major
infrastructure projects.

“Such interventions can

be implemented much
faster and deliver immedi-
ate safety benefits,” 
Kapila added.

Jitendra Kaushik, CEO,
Onnyx Electronisys, show-
cased innovative techno-
logical solutions support-
ing urban traffic safety.

Road safety experts call for adoption of 
low-cost safety solutions to reduce accidents

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n Aizawl

Drugs worth more than ̀ 6.89
crore were seized in three
separate anti-drug opera-
tions in Mizoram, police said
on Friday.

Two persons, including one
from Assam, were arrested in
connection with the seizures,
they said.

The biggest haul was made
in the early hours of July 21
when two men riding a
scooter were intercepted on
the Zokhawthar-Melbuk road
near Mualrawt in Champhai
district, close to the India-
Myanmar border, police said.

The suspects abandoned
the scooter and fled after
spotting the police patrol,
they said.

A search of the vehicle led
to the recovery of 6.73 kg of
methamphetamine tablets,
estimated to be worth `4.75
crore, they added.

A case was registered at
the Zokhawthar police
station under the Narcotic
Drugs and Psychotropic
Substances (NDPS) Act.

In another operation on
July 23, a special police team
intercepted a truck on the
basis of intelligence inputs in
Saitual district. A search of the
vehicle led to the seizure of
2 kg of morphine, valued at
around `2.09 crore in the
illicit market, the statement
said. The truck driver, identi-
fied as Kabir Hussain (30) of
Tarapur village in Assam’s
Cachar district, was arrested,
police said.

On the evening of July 15,
the Champhai Police Special
Task Force intercepted a car
at the Khankawn check gate
and recovered 24 grams of
heroin, valued at `4.8 lakh,
from the possession of the
driver, they said.

Drugs worth
`̀6.89 cr seized
in 3 separate
operations in
Mizoram, 2 held

PRAMOD KUMAR SINGH 
n New Delhi

The Central  Bureau of
Investigation (CBI), along with
the Ministry of External Affairs
(MEA) and the Ministry of Home
Affairs (MHA), coordinated the
successful deportation of Red
Notice subject Avinash Arjun
Rathod from the United Arab
Emirates (UAE). 

Rathod arrived in Mumbai on 23
July 2026 and was immediately
taken into custody by the
Maharashtra Police. Rathod is the
main suspect in a major financial
fraud worth hundreds of crores.
He avoided arrest for years after
running an investment scam that
took people’s savings. 

The CBI says this case shows
India is getting better at finding
and bringing back economic
offenders who escape overseas.

According to official reports,

Rathod is wanted for large-scale
financial fraud. He and his team
convinced people to invest in
several schemes by promising
fake fixed monthly returns. After
collecting the money, he moved it
through different bank and demat
accounts, cheating investors.

Investigators say the scheme pri-
marily operated through APS
Wealth Ventures, a Pune-based
company that Rathod started in
2011. He and his team promoted it
as a stock market investment and
targeted middle-class families,
Government workers, and pro-
fessionals across Maharashtra,
including Pune, Mumbai, and
Vidarbha. They promised high
fixed returns and claimed 
investments could double in 20
months. People invested anywhere
from a few lakhs to over a 
crore, with some putting in all their
life savings.

To gain trust, the accused gave

small early returns to the first
investors, using a Ponzi-style
method that encouraged people
to refer others and grow the

scheme. By early 2023, things
started to fall apart. When
investors asked to withdraw their
money in March 2023, Rathod

said he was ill and asked for
more time until 10 April. 

During this time, his wife,
Vishakha Rathod, ran the office
and spoke with investors. But on
the promised date, both disap-
peared. Investors then found out
their money was gone and the
couple had escaped to Dubai.

Numerous investors filed com-
plaints with the Economic
Offences Wing of Pune Police. An
FIR was registered at
Chaturshringi Police Station, and
the investigation revealed the
extent of the fraud. 

Losses are estimated at `125
crore from over 600 investors, and
the total could reach `700 crore
over several years. No matter the
final amount, many families lost
their savings, retirement money,
and financial security.

A non-bailable warrant was
issued, and Indian authorities
asked INTERPOL for help. 

A Red Notice was put out for
Rathod, making him wanted
worldwide. Getting him back
from the UAE took ongoing efforts
by the MEA, coordination from the
MHA, and steady follow-up by the
CBI. He returned on 23 July 2026,
ending years of work. After the
suspect arrived in Mumbai,
Maharashtra Police took him 
into custody and will present
him in court. 

The CBI may lead or closely
monitor the investigation, focus-
ing on tracing funds, identifying
additional suspects, and recover-
ing assets for victims. 

This case highlights the persis-
tent issue of investment fraud,
which exploits public trust in
financial markets and the allure
of ‘assured returns.’ The APS
Wealth Ventures case serves as a
reminder of the risks associated
with unregulated or inadequate-
ly vetted investments.

CBI brings Avinash Arjun Rathod back from UAE in joint operation

Social activist Sonam Wangchuk with Union Health Minister JP Nadda, Union Minister of State Jitendra Singh and
Apex Body of Ladakh at Medanta Hospital after Wangchuk ended his 26-day indefinite hunger strike at Medanta
Hospital in Gurugram PTI

FAIR REPORT

FAIR REPORT

FAIR REPORT

FAIR REPORT

FAIR REPORT FAIR REPORT



 

FAIR REPORT 03
@Fair Report @Fair_report @fairreportnews @Fair report Jaipur, Saturday, 25 July 2026

NATION 07NEW DELHI | SATURDAY | JULY 25, 2026

TONY DAS n Guwahati

The flood situation in Assam
remained critical on Friday with
many rivers continuing to rise
following incessant rains, while 47
people died in the deluge and over
7.21 lakh people are affected across
11 districts, officials said. Around 40
people are still missing and the toll
might increase, Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma said. 

To review the rapidly deteriorat-
ing situation, Sarma will chair a
video conference with district
commissioners and senior officials
stationed across the flood-affect-
ed districts to assess the admin-
istration’s ongoing response in
handling the crisis.

“The situation has improved
slightly, but we still have not

been able to reach around 20 per
cent of the affected people. I
believe we will be able to reach
them by today,” he told reporters.

According to information,
around 40 people are missing,
and the death toll is expected to
rise further, Sarma said.

“The Government will stand
by the flood victims and will help
as far as possible. A central
Government team will visit the
state to assess the flood damage
on July 25,” he added.

A spokesperson of the Assam
State Disaster Management
Authority (ASDMA) said that the
river Dikhow at Sivasagar town
continues to flow “above the
severe flood condition” at 9 am
on Friday. “Due to the continu-
ous increase in the water level of

Dikhow, citizens have been
advised to stay away from the
river,” she added.

At present, the Buridihing river
at  K h owang ,  Disang  at
Nanglamuraghat, Dikhou at
S ivasag ar ,  Dh ansir i  at
Numaligarh and Kushiyara at
Sribhumi are flowing above the
danger level.

According to the ASDMA flood
bulletin issued on Thursday night,
six people have lost their lives in
the deluge during the last 24
hours. Sivasagar district has wit-
nessed four people, including
one woman and one child, drown-
ing in flood waters; followed by
two, including one child, in
Charaideo, it added.

With these fatalities, the total
number of deaths in this year’s

floods has increased to 47 across
the tate.  According to the
authority ’s  f lood report ,  
more than 7,21,000 people have
been affected in Charaideo,
Dibrugarh, Golaghat, Hojai,
Jorh at ,  K amru p,  K amru p
Metropolitan, Karbi Anglong,
Nag aon,  S ivasag ar  and 
Tinsukia districts.

Sivasagar is the worst-hit district
with nearly 3.8 lakh people affect-
ed, followed by Charaideo with
almost 1.9 lakh people and Jorhat
with more than 1.2 lakh people
reeling under floodwaters.

The flood situation has wors-
ened significantly since
Wednesday, when more than 6.53
lakh people were affected across
11 districts. The ASDMA stated that
the administration has been oper-

ating 358 relief camps and relief
distribution centres in nine dis-
tricts, currently caring for 24,124
displaced individuals.

Multiple agencies like the Army,
NDRF, SDRF, Fire & Emergency
Service, police and civil agencies
have rescued around 5,000 people
from different parts of Golaghat,
Jorhat and Sivasagar, it added.

At present, 883 villages are under
water, and 25,375.44 hectares of
crop areas have been damaged
across Assam, the ASDMA said.
Embankments, roads, bridges and
other infrastructure have been
damaged by flood waters in differ-
ent districts of the state.

On account of widespread
flooding, 3,71,609 domestic
animals and poultry are affected
across the state. 

Assam floods: 47 dead, 40 missing, 7.21 lakh people affected

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
n Jammu

The Jammu-Srinagar nation-
al highway remained closed
for the third consecutive day
on Friday following multiple
landslides, shooting stones
and road erosion triggered by
incessant rain.

Relentless rain, cloudbursts
and flash floods over the
past six days have claimed 26
lives in the Jammu region,
while six persons are still
missing, officials said.

Rescue teams have inten-
sified searches for the missing
in the worst-hit border dis-
tricts of Poonch and Rajouri,
deploying additional person-
nel to scan flood channels
and vulnerable areas.

The 250-km Jammu-
Srinagar national highway,
the only all-weather road
linking Kashmir with the rest
of the country, remained
blocked at Deohal bridge,
Samroli  and Jakhani in
Udhampur district  and
Banihal in Ramban district.

“Jammu-Srinagar national
highway is still closed for
vehicular movement due to
landslides and shooting
stones at several locations,”
a traffic police advisory said.

Officials said restoration
work was underway but con-
tinuous rainfall was hamper-
ing debris clearance and
repair operations.

More than 1,000 vehicles
remained stranded at
Ramban, Nagrota, Jammu,
Udhampur, Lakhanpur and
Samba due to the highway
closure. Commuters have
been advised to avoid travel
until the road is declared
safe. Besides the national
highway, over a dozen inter-

district roads, including the
Doda-Kishtwar road,
remained closed due to land-
slides, mudslides and road
erosion. However, the Mughal
Road and the Srinagar-
Sonamarg-Gumri (SSG) road
remained open despite heavy
rainfall. To facilitate the
movement of stranded pas-
sengers, Northern Railway
operated a special train from
Budgam and Banihal to Katra.
More than 600 stranded
tourists were also shifted
from Srinagar to Jammu, 
officials said. 

The Meteorological
Department forecast rainfall
over parts of Jammu, particu-
larly the Chenab valley,
Udhampur, Jammu, Samba
and Kathua districts, with
South Kashmir expected to
receive significant precipita-
tion. Weather conditions are
likely to improve gradually
after the afternoon, though
scattered showers may con-
tinue till evening.

Officials said almost all
rivers and streams were
flowing above normal levels,
while flash floods inundated
several low-lying areas, dam-
aging houses, shops and
public infrastructure.

Rescue and relief opera-
tions involving the civil admin-
istration, police, SDRF, NDRF

and other agencies continued
across the affected districts.

The administration said
the Amarnath, Mata Vaishno
Devi, Shiv Khori and Machail
pilgrimages would remain
suspended for the day, with
pilgrims advised to stay at
designated base camps and
lodging centres.

“In view of the inclement
weather forecast issued by
the IMD, the Shri Amarnath Ji
Yatra shall remain suspend-
ed til l  further orders.
Accordingly, no vehicle carry-
ing yatra pilgrims shall be
allowed to proceed from
Jammu, Udhampur or
Ramban towards Srinagar,”
an official advisory said.

More than 15,000 pilgrims
are stranded at base camps
and lodging centres in
Jammu, Kathua, Samba,
Udhampur, Ramban and
Banihal, while security per-
sonnel have been deployed
along the highway to prevent
movement towards Kashmir.

Heavy rainfall lashed
several parts of Jammu during
the past 24 hours, with
Udhampur recording the
highest precipitation of 96.5
mm till 8.30 am on Friday, fol-
lowed by Batote (84.2 mm),
Ramban (69.5 mm) and
Bhaderwah (65.7 mm), accord-
ing to rainfall data.

Jammu-Srinagar highway shut
for third day following landslides

Assam CM Himanta Biswa Sarma chaired a virtual review meeting with the District
Commissioners of the flood-affected districts to assess the latest flood situation in Upper
Assam with a special focus on accelerating rescue and relief operations PIONEER PHOTO

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n Agartala

A three-member team headed
by the West Tripura SP will
investigate the unnatural
death of DGP Anurag Dhankar,
said a state Government order
issued on Friday.

Dhankar, who led the CBI
probe into the alleged
`13,000 crore PNB fraud
involving diamantaire Nirav
Modi and the reinvestigation
of the 1984 anti-Sikh riots,
was found hanging in the
washroom of his chamber at
the state police headquar-
ters here on Monday.

“The unnatural death of
DGP Anurag Dhankar will be
investigated by a three-
member team led by West
Tripura Superintendent of
Police (SP) Namit Pathak.
West Tripura Additional SP

Druba Nath and Sub
Inspector (SI) and existing
Investigating Officer (IO)
Subhojit Deb will assist the SP
in the investigation,” the
Tripura Government order
said. In case of necessity,
the SP may co-opt any other
officer from the Tripura
Police Crime Branch or any
other unit.

For any technical support,
the West Tripura district
superintendent of police may
seek help from the cyber
crime unit, the order said

“Progress report in con-
nection with the investiga-
tion may be submitted on a
weekly basis to Inspector
General (IG), Law and Order,
Manchak Ipper for perusal of
the Director General of Police
(DGP), Tripura,” the order
said. State Home Secretary
Abhishek Singh said the

police have already received
the post-mortem report but
stopped short of disclosing 
its content.  

“The police have received
the post-mortem report of
the DGP. Investigation into
the unnatural death is pro-
gressing as per law,” he said.

Earlier, DGP in-charge GS
Rao had hinted at forming a
team to supervise and inves-
tigate the unnatural death 
of Dhankar.

As part of the investigation,
uniform, official vehicle and
electronic devices of Dhankar
were seized for forensic
examinations,  another 
officer said. 

The last rites of the 1994-
batch IPS officer were per-
formed in his native village
Baraut in Baghpat, Uttar
Pradesh, with full honour 
on July 22.

3-member team probes DGP’s unnatural death in Tripura

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
n Bengaluru

Protests and counter-protests
over the alleged NEET question
paper leak and the political fallout
from the issue were held across
several parts of Karnataka on
Friday, with police detaining pro-
testers, preventing rival groups
from clashing and stepping up
security at multiple locations.

Student groups, Dalit organisa-
tions, Youth Congress activists and
civil society groups held protests
over the alleged NEET irregularities
and the reported police action
against students in Delhi. The BJP
has been protesting against the
attack on its leaders during their
agitation near the Congress office

in Bengaluru on Wednesday.
Congress workers reportedly threw
eggs at BJP legislator BP Harish,
when he took part in the agitation
to protest the Congress demonstra-
tion in front of the BJP office at
Malleswaram in the city.

In Vijayapura, the BJP, led by dis-
trict president Gurulingappa
Angadi, held a protest at Ambedkar
Circle, accusing the Congress
Government of “hooliganism” and
later marched towards the Deputy
Commissioner’s office.

Simultaneously, Progressive
Dalit organisations and Aam
Aadmi Party activists opposed the
BJP protest, raising slogans against
the party. Police intervened to
prevent a confrontation between
the two groups, detained more

than 15 Dalit activists and brought
the tense situation under control.

In Hubballi, students and Youth
Congress activists staged a
demonstration outside the
Karnataka Institute of Medical
Sciences (KIMS), alleging that the
Centre had failed to ensure trans-
parency in the NEET examina-
tion. Protesters attempted to burn
effigies of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Union Home Minister
Amit Shah, but police prevented
the attempt and seized the effigies.

A brief verbal altercation fol-
lowed before the protest ended
peacefully amid heavy police
deployment. In Kalaburagi,
members of the Democratic
Thought Forum organised a
protest march at Jagat Circle, con-

demning the alleged lathi charge
on students protesting at Delhi’s
Jantar Mantar over the NEET issue.

In a separate demonstration,
the Sneha Jagruti Suraksha Manch
submitted a memorandum to the
Deputy Commissioner seeking a fair
probe into the alleged NEET irreg-
ularities and comprehensive
reforms in the education  systems.

The BJP also organised a sepa-
rate protest in Kalaburagi, block-
ing traffic at Sardar Vallabhbhai
Patel Circle before attempting to
march towards the district
Congress office. Police stopped the
protesters by erecting barricades
and detained several BJP leaders
and workers, including MLA
Avinash Jadhav and former MLA
Dattatreya Patil Revoor.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n Bhopal

The Forest Department has
arrested a man in connec-
tion with the death of five
peacocks, India’s national
bird, after they allegedly con-
sumed maize grains laced
with poison that had been
scattered in a field to protect
crops from birds in Madhya
Pradesh’s Betul district.

The incident came to light
on July 17 in a field adjoining
the Dudhar-Kajli beat under
the Shahpur forest range.
Acting on information, forest
officials reached the spot
and recovered the carcasses
of five peacocks. During a

subsequent inspection, they
found maize grains suspect-
ed to have been mixed with
a toxic substance scattered
along the field bund, leading
to a detailed investigation.

According to the Forest
Department,  the land
belongs to Ratan Adivasi of
Mendha Kheda village and
had been leased to Kamlesh
Adivasi, a resident of Kanji
Talab. Investigators alleged
that poisoned maize grains
were deliberately spread
across the field to prevent
birds from damaging the
standing crop. The depart-
ment believes the peacocks
died after consuming the
contaminated grains.

During questioning,
Kamlesh reportedly claimed
he was unaware of who had
mixed the poisonous sub-
stance with the maize.
However, citing evidence

collected during the investi-
gation, forest officials held
him responsible and initiat-
ed legal action.

A case has been regis-
tered against the accused
under relevant provisions
of the Wildlife (Protection)
Act, 1972. He has been arrest-
ed and produced before a
court, while further investi-
gations are underway to
ascertain whether any other
individuals were involved in
the incident.

The Indian peafowl has
enjoyed the status of India’s
national bird since January
26, 1963, and is accorded the
highest level of legal protec-
tion under Schedule I of the

Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972.
Hunting, killing or causing
harm to the species is a cog-
nisable offence punishable
with imprisonment of up to
seven years and a fine.

Forest officials said the
carcasses of protected
wildlife species are handled
strictly under departmental
supervision. The procedure
in cl udes  post - morte m
examination, investigation
and disposal of the remains
to preserve evidence and
prevent the illegal trade of
feathers or other body
parts. The department reit-
erated that the investiga-
tion into the Betul incident
remains in progress.

Man held for poisoned maize that killed 5 peacocks in MP 

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n Chhatarpur

Activist Amit Bhatnagar has ended his
18-day fast over displacement issues
resulting from the Ken-Betwa river
linking project and other irrigation
schemes in Madhya Pradesh.

Their mother persuaded him to
end his fast after he reached his
hometown Bijawar in Chhatarpur dis-
trict, following his discharge from
the hospital, Bhatnagar’s brother
Ankit said. “He was not keeping well.
Our mother made him break the fast
after he reached home,” Ankit said.

Chhatarpur Collector Parth Jaiswal
said that Bhatnagar was shifted to his
hometown after his health improved.
He had been admitted first to Bijawar
Civil Hospital and later to the ICU of
the district hospital after the police
removed him from the protest site.

The Chhatarpur police broke up the
protest at Kupi village on July 19,
citing rising water levels in the Barana
river during the monsoon. Bhatnagar
had then said that his fast would con-

tinue. The protest began on July 3
beneath an under-construction bridge
over the Barana river. 

Protesters demanded an inquiry
into alleged irregularities in rehabili-
tation and payment of compensation
to those displaced by the Ken-Betwa
Link Project and other irrigation
schemes, besides seeking statutory
rights for affected families. They
alleged large-scale corruption in the
implementation of rehabilitation pack-

ages and sought an impartial probe to
ensure justice for families yet to
receive benefits.

Bhatnagar had claimed that on the
day the administration cleared the
protest site, he was preparing to
present documents to the media
alleging irregularities worth `400
crore. Before Bhatnagar ended his fast
with coconut water, local organisation
Jai Kisan Sangathan, which participat-
ed in the agitation, alleged in a state-
ment that his family, journalists, social
activists and fellow protesters were
not allowed to meet him during 
his hospitalisation. 

It also claimed that women in
several villages had launched a chulha
bandh (no-cooking) protest in support
of the agitation.The organisation
quoted Bhatnagar as saying that his
agitation was not directed against any
individual,  political  party or
Government but sought to protect the
constitutional, environmental and
legal rights of tribal communities
and project-affected families.

Ken-Betwa activist Amit Bhatnagar ends
18-day hunger strike on mother’s request

Congess, BJP hold protests, counter-protests over NEET paper leak in Karnataka

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
n Thiruvananthapuram

Kerala BJP president Rajeev
Chandrasekhar on Friday said
that the Narendra Modi
Government was the first in
the country to bring a law to
prevent question paper leaks.

In a Facebook post,
Chandrasekhar, the MLA from
Nemom constituency, said
that it  was the Modi
Government which formu-
lated the Public Examinations
(Prevention of Unfair Means)
Act of 2024.

The BJP leader also claimed
that he was part of the minis-
terial committee that framed
the legislation and was, there-
fore, clearly aware of the
developments that the Modi
Government has implement-
ed for the youth of the country
since 2014. “Therefore, we
must reject the false propagan-
da being spread against Modi
on this issue,” he asserted.

His assertion comes amidst
intense protests in Delhi by
the Cockroach Janata Party
(CJP) and students against
the Centre and Union
Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan over
the alleged irregularities in
various nationally-conducted
exams, including NEET. 

Tripura BJP chief asks leaders to minimise
differences ahead of local body elections
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n Agartala

Tripura BJP president
Abhishek Debroy urged
party leaders to minimise
their differences and work in
unison to strengthen the
organisation, asserting that
internal factionalism would
only weaken the party.

His remarks come as the
BJP gears up for the elections
to the Village Committees
under the Tripura Tribal
Areas Autonomous District
Council (TTAADC) and urban
local bodies, including 
the Agartala Municipal
Corporation (AMC).

Addressing a party pro-
gramme at Bishalgarh Town
Hall in Sepahijala district
on Thursday,  Debroy

referred to the recent organ-
isational reshuffle in which
MLA Sushanta Deb was
replaced as the BJP Yuva
Morcha state president by
Arindam Deb.

“Some may say Sushanta
Deb has been sidelined
because he is no longer the
Yuva Morcha president. The
same thing happened to me
when I was removed as the

Gomati district president. At
that time, some people said
I had been sidelined. But
today I am the state president.
Had I not been removed from
that post, I would probably
not have become the state
president,” he said.

Describing the BJP as an
inclusive organisation,
Debroy said leaders are reas-
signed to different responsi-
bilities to strengthen the
party, and a change in organ-
isational position should not
be viewed as a setback.

Issuing a warning against
factionalism, he said he
would not work for any par-
ticular group within the party.
“I have been entrusted with
the responsibility of leading
the state unit for the next
three years,” he said.

Police personnel detain Congress workers after they staged a protest over the NEET
paper leak issue at Hubbali in Dharwad district, Karnataka PTI

Abhishek Debroy 

Modi Govt 
first to bring 
anti-paper leak
law: Kerala 
BJP president
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ANTF Seizes ₹2 Crore Worth of Doda Chura, 3 
Luxury Vehicles, 2 Firearms and 47 Live Cartridges
Smugglers used a buffalo shed as a safe house; ANTF foils the supply plan and 

recovers 12.71 quintals of Doda Chura before it could reach the market.
n FAIR REPORT 
CHITTORGARH

The Rajasthan Anti Nar-
cotics Task Force (ANTF) 
has seized 12 quintals 71 kg 
730 grams of  illegal Doda 
Chura, worth around ₹2 
crore, along with three 
luxury vehicles, two illegal 
guns and 47 live cartridges 
during a major operation 
in the Bassi police station 
area of  Chittorgarh dis-
trict. The smugglers had 
hidden the consignment 
inside a buffalo shed and 
were planning to transport 
it after a few days. Howev-
er, they fled before the po-
lice reached the spot.

ANTF Inspector General 
Vikas Kumar said the team 
had been receiving infor-
mation for several months 
that smugglers from Mad-
hya Pradesh were supply-
ing large quantities of  
Doda Chura to Chittorgarh 
and nearby areas of  Me-
war. Based on this input, 
ANTF kept strict surveil-
lance and conducted check-
points on major routes con-

necting Madhya Pradesh 
and Rajasthan, including 
Desuri Naal, Pali, Udaipur, 
Pratapgarh, Bhim, Dev-
garh and Rajsamand. De-
spite continuous monitor-
ing, the smugglers man-
aged to avoid detection.

Later, ANTF received in-

formation that the smug-
glers used escort vehicles 
to alert the main vehicle 
whenever police were seen 
on the route. If  they found 
police checkpoints, they 
parked their vehicles at ho-
tels or safe places for one or 
two days before continuing 

their journey. After learn-
ing this, ANTF changed its 
strategy and set up visible 
checkpoints at seven to 
eight locations, forcing the 
smugglers to move their 
consignment to a safe hide-
out instead of  transporting 
it. One ANTF team contin-

ued checking vehicles on 
the routes, while another 
team kept watch on sus-
pected hideouts. Finally, 
the team identified a buf-
falo shed in the Bassi area 
and conducted a joint raid 
with the local police. Dur-
ing the search, police found 

two Scorpio-N SUVs and 
one Tata Safari parked in-
side the shed.

Police searched the 
three vehicles and recov-
ered 72 sacks containing 12 
quintals 71 kg 730 grams of  
Doda Chura, one 12-bore 
double-barrel gun, one 

pump-action gun and 47 
live cartridges.

According to police, the 
smugglers had converted 
the buffalo shed into a safe 
storage point. The high 
boundary wall and locked 
iron gate made it difficult 
for outsiders to know what 
was happening inside. The 
gang used the place to store 
narcotics and weapons be-
fore supplying them. The 
investigation also revealed 
that the smugglers were 
prepared to face the police 
if  required. The recovery 
of  two firearms and 47 live 
cartridges indicates they 
were ready to open fire to 
escape. However, ANTF’s 
operation forced them to 
abandon the consignment 
and flee.

Police suspect that all 
three luxury vehicles were 
stolen. The Tata Safari was 
carrying the registration 
number of  a motorcycle 
from Gwalior, while the ve-
hicle is suspected to have 
been stolen from Delhi and 
originally registered in 

Arunachal Pradesh. One 
Scorpio-N was carrying a 
Gujarat registration num-
ber but is suspected to have 
been stolen from Noida. 
The chassis and engine 
numbers of  the second 
Scorpio-N were found tam-
pered with. Police are veri-
fying the original identity 
of  all three vehicles. IG 
Vikas Kumar said the in-
vestigation will not end 
with the seizure. ANTF, 
along with Chittorgarh Po-
lice, will identify the ab-
sconding smugglers and 
expose the entire traffick-
ing network and supply 
chain.

During the operation, 
police seized 12 quintals 71 
kg 730 grams of  illegal 
Doda Chura, three luxury 
vehicles (two Scorpio-N 
SUVs and one Tata Safari), 
one 12-bore double-barrel 
gun, one pump-action gun 
and 47 live cartridges. A 
case has been registered 
under the NDPS Act and 
the Arms Act, and further 
investigation is underway.

When the Law’s Custodians Stand 
Accused, Silence Becomes Complicity
n FAIR REPORT  
BY HEMRAJ TIKAM-
CHAND
Chittorgarh: A society 
reaches its lowest moral 
ebb not when crimes are 
committed, but when in-
stitutions choose silence 
over accountability.

The FIR against Advo-
cate Munindra Singh con-
tains serious allegations 
of  assault, abuse and in-
timidation of  his elderly 
mother. These are allega-
tions—not proof  of  
guilt—and the law rightly 
guarantees every accused 
a fair investigation and 
due process. But that legal 
safeguard cannot become 
an excuse for institutional 
silence.

The legal profession oc-
cupies a unique position 
in a democracy. Advocates 
are not merely private 
professionals; they are of-
ficers of  the court and 
guardians of  the rule of  
law. When one of  their 
own faces allegations of  

violence against an elder-
ly parent, the Bar cannot 

afford to look the other 
way. A profession that de-

mands accountability 
from everyone else cannot 
exempt itself  from ethical 
scrutiny.

If  the allegations are 
substantiated through in-
vestigation and judicial 
process, the legal frater-
nity must pursue the 
strongest disciplinary ac-
tion permissible under 
the Advocates Act and the 
Bar Council’s rules, apart 
from criminal prosecu-
tion. Anything less would 
erode public confidence in 
the justice system itself.

The real question is not 
whether one advocate is 
guilty. The question is 
whether the legal frater-
nity has the courage to 
defend its principles over 
its fraternity.

Because when an age-
ing mother seeks protec-
tion from her own son, 
and the guardians of  jus-
tice remain silent, it is not 
just a family that fails—it 
is the conscience of  the 
profession.

Panic in jail 
administration after 
videos surfaced; 
Android phone and 
keypad phone 
recovered during 
intensive search; FIR 
registered against 8 
inmates, many 
questions still 
unanswered.

n FAIR REPORT 
CHITTORGARH
Serious questions have 
been raised over the secu-
rity of  the District Jail af-
ter three videos featuring 
11 inmates from inside the 
jail went viral on social me-
dia. The videos show un-

dertrial prisoners using 
mobile phones, smoking, 
dancing to Rajasthani 
songs, and enjoying a Dal-
Baati party inside the bar-
racks. Following the videos, 
the jail administration 
launched an intensive 
search and recovered one 
Android phone, one keypad 
phone, a battery, and a 
charging cable. An FIR has 
been registered against 
eight inmates at Kotwali 
Police Station. Police are 
now investigating how mo-
bile phones and other pro-
hibited items entered the 
high-security jail.

In one of  the viral vide-
os, an inmate is seen re-

cording the video on a mo-
bile phone. He points to-
wards another inmate and 
claims that he talks on the 
phone from inside the jail 
as well as outside in the of-
fice. In another video, an 
inmate is seen smoking 
what appears to be a chil-
lum or bidi. The third video 
shows inmates dancing to 
Rajasthani songs and sit-
ting together in the bar-
racks while eating Dal-
Baati. According to prelim-
inary information, the vid-
eos feature undertrial in-
mates Mohit, Harshvard-
han Singh, Bhairulal Gur-
jar, Ishwar Singh alias 
Hariom Singh, Satyanaray-

an, Prahlad Gurjar, Shob-
halal and Vinod Gurjar, 
along with a total of  11 in-
mates. Most of  them are 
reportedly accused in the 
high-profile Ajayraj Singh 
murder case of  last year.

According to the jail ad-
ministration, information 
was received at around 7:30 
pm on July 23 that videos 
recorded inside the District 
Jail had gone viral on so-
cial media. Following this, 
an intensive search of  the 
entire jail premises was 
conducted in the presence 
of  Jail Superintendent Nar-
endra Swami. During the 
search, an Android mobile 
phone wrapped in a cloth 

was recovered from the 
store room of  A-Ward based 
on the information provid-
ed by undertrial inmate 
Mohit, son of  Dalbir Singh. 
A keypad phone, its battery, 
and a charging cable were 
also found abandoned near 
the roots of  a tree in front 
of  the women’s ward. All 
recovered items were 
seized.

11 Inmates Seen in 
Videos, But FIR 
Against Only 8… Who 
Are the Other Three?

The biggest question in 
the case is that all 11 in-
mates are clearly visible in 
the viral videos, while the 

FIR has been registered 
against only eight inmates. 
This raises questions 
whether the remaining 
three inmates could not be 
identified or were deliber-
ately left out. Several at-
tempts were made to con-
tact Jail Superintendent 
Narendra Swami for his 
response, but his version 
could not be obtained.
FAIR INSIGHT: Videos 
Believed to Be Around One 
Month Old; Suspicion on 
Parole Inmate for Making 
Them Viral

Preliminary investiga-
tion suggests that the viral 
videos may be around one 
month old. According to 

sources, a jail inmate cur-
rently out on parole is sus-
pected of  circulating the 
videos using a foreign (In-
donesian) phone number. 
It is believed that the vide-
os were shared to pressure 
jail officials into providing 
certain favours and pro-
hibited items. When those 
demands were not met, the 
videos were allegedly cir-
culated on social media. 
However, both the police 
and jail administration are 
investigating this angle as 
well. Sources said that, for 
security reasons, these ac-
cused were lodged in sepa-
rate barracks and special 
cells. Two inmates were 

kept in separate cells, 
while the others were 
lodged in different bar-
racks. Despite this, all of  
them gathering together, 
recording videos, and us-
ing prohibited items has 
raised serious questions 
over the jail’s security ar-
rangements.

Notably, most of  the in-
mates seen in the videos 
were arrested in connec-
tion with the murder of  
retired ASI Ajayraj Singh 
during a sand mining dis-
pute on the night of  June 
1 last year. Police have so 
far arrested more than 32 
accused in the high-pro-
file case.

Behind Bars, Yet Living Freely: Jail Security Exposed as 3 Videos of 11 Inmates 
Using Mobile Phones, Smoking and Enjoying Dal-Baati Party Go Viral

 IAS OFFICER BENCHED OVER ‘Unauthorised’ Foreign 
Trip; Fresh Controversy Engulfs Senior Bureaucrat
n FAIR REPORT 
JAIPUR

In a stern assertion of  ad-
ministrative discipline, 
the Rajasthan government 
has placed senior IAS of-
ficer and Food Depart-
ment Secretary Ambrish 
Kumar under Awaiting 
Posting Orders (APO) af-
ter he allegedly undertook 
a foreign trip without ob-
taining mandatory gov-
ernment approval, trigger-
ing fresh controversy 
within the state’s bureau-
cracy.

The action comes amid 
reports that Kumar had 
applied to the Department 
of  Personnel for permis-
sion to travel abroad. How-
ever, the proposal was not 
cleared by the competent 
authority. Despite the ab-
sence of  official approval, 
the officer is understood to 
have proceeded with the 
overseas visit, prompting 
the government to initiate 
disciplinary action for an 
alleged violation of  ser-
vice rules.

Under the All India Ser-
vices conduct framework, 
IAS officers are required 
to obtain prior govern-
ment clearance before 
travelling abroad, while 
permission is also manda-
tory before leaving their 
headquarters. The alleged 
breach has raised serious 
questions about adher-
ence to service protocols 
at the highest levels of  the 
bureaucracy.

To ensure that the func-
tioning of  the Food De-
partment remains unaf-
fected, the government 

has assigned Dr. Rohit 
Gupta, Chairman and 
Managing Director of  the 
Rajasthan Renewable En-
ergy Corporation, the ad-
ditional charge of  Food 
Secretary until further 
orders.

The episode has sparked 
intense discussion in bu-
reaucratic circles, with of-
ficials privately question-
ing how a senior officer 
could proceed with an 
overseas visit despite the 
absence of  formal approv-
al. The government’s swift 
action is being viewed as a 

strong message that ser-
vice rules will be enforced 
uniformly, irrespective of  
rank.

The controversy also 
revives scrutiny of  Ku-
mar’s earlier tenure, dur-
ing which he faced criti-
cism over an order linked 
to a religious foundation 
issued in the course of  a 
government workshop. 
That episode had drawn 
significant attention and 
placed the officer’s admin-
istrative decisions under 
the spotlight.

With the latest action, 
the focus has shifted be-
yond an individual officer 
to broader questions of  
bureaucratic accountabil-
ity, adherence to conduct 
rules and the mechanisms 
governing overseas travel 
by senior civil servants. 
As the matter unfolds, ad-
ministrative circles will be 
watching closely for any 
further disciplinary pro-
ceedings or official clarifi-
cation from the state gov-
ernment.


