
 Rajasthan Bets on Global Diaspora to Drive Investment, Heritage and 
Growth; CM Reviews Preparations for Pravasi Rajasthani Diwas

n FAIR REPORT 
HEMRAJ TIKAMCHAND 

Jaipur :  Seeking to trans-
form its global diaspora 
into long-term partners in 
economic growth and cul-
tural revival, the Ra-
jasthan government has 
begun preparations for the 
second edition of  Pravasi 
Rajasthani Diwas, with 
Chief  Minister Bhajan Lal 
Sharma directing officials 
to build sustained engage-
ment with overseas Ra-
jasthanis rather than lim-
iting interaction to a sin-
gle annual event.

Chairing a high-level 
review meeting ahead of  
the event scheduled for De-
cember 10, Sharma said 
the initiative should evolve 
into a platform that ena-
bles non-resident Ra-

jasthanis to contribute 
meaningfully to the state’s 
development, investment 
ecosystem and heritage 
conservation.

The Chief  Minister in-
structed officials to 
strengthen existing dias-
pora chapters across the 
world and expedite the for-
mation of  new ones based 
on the concentration and 
convenience of  overseas 
Rajasthanis. He also asked 
district collectors to main-
tain regular coordination 
with expatriates from 
their respective districts, 
aiming to institutionalise 
engagement beyond cere-
monial interactions.

The government plans 
to organise roadshows in 
multiple cities to encour-
age wider participation in 

the event, while sector-
specific sessions will focus 
on investment opportuni-
ties in renewable energy, 
tourism and hospitality, 
urban development, indus-
trial growth, mining, pet-
rochemicals and other key 
sectors. Officials have 
been directed to complete 

preparations well in ad-
vance to ensure focused 
discussions with investors 
and business leaders.

In a move aimed at 
strengthening cultural 
ties, Sharma called for a 
special programme in the 
Shekhawati region dedi-
cated to members of  the 

Shekhawati diaspora. The 
Chief  Minister noted that 
the state has identified 
more than 660 historic 
havelis in the region for 
tourism promotion, de-
scribing the initiative as 
an opportunity for over-
seas Rajasthanis to recon-
nect with their architec-

tural and cultural roots 
while contributing to lo-
cal tourism. The annual 
Pravasi Rajasthani Diwas 
was announced by Shar-
ma during the Rising Ra-
jasthan Global Invest-
ment Summit on Decem-
ber 10, 2024, with the ob-
jective of  creating a per-

manent institutional 
framework for engaging 
the state’s global commu-
nity. This year’s event 
marks the second edition 
of  the initiative and is ex-
pected to deepen the gov-
ernment’s outreach to 
Rajasthanis living across 
the world.

Chief  Secretary V. Srin-
ivas and senior officials 
from departments includ-
ing industries, urban de-
velopment, finance, reve-
nue, agriculture, energy 
and tourism attended the 
review meeting, reflecting 
the government’s inten-
tion to position the dias-
pora as a strategic stake-
holder in Rajasthan’s eco-
nomic ambitions rather 
than merely a symbolic 
constituency.

THE DAWN OF A FEARLESS PEN
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Rajasthan Rolls Out 144 New Roadways Buses 
as Government Signals Public Transport Push
n FAIR REPORT 
JAIPUR

Positioning public trans-
port as a cornerstone of  
Rajasthan’s next phase of  
infrastructure develop-
ment, Chief  Minister 
Bhajan Lal Sharma on 
Sunday flagged off  144 new 
Rajasthan State Road 
Transport Corporation 
(RSRTC) buses from the 
Heerapura Bus Terminal 
in Jaipur, signalling what 
the government described 
as a broader push towards 
a safer, more modern and 
financially resilient trans-
port network.

After performing the 
ceremonial inauguration, 
the Chief  Minister inter-
acted with bus drivers and 
said the expansion of  the 
state-owned fleet reflects 
the government’s commit-
ment to extending reliable 
transport connectivity to 
every region of  Rajasthan.

“Our priority is to en-

sure that quality public 
transport reaches every 
corner of  the state,” Shar-
ma said, adding that the 
induction of  the new buses 
would improve mobility for 
lakhs of  passengers while 
strengthening the state’s 
transport infrastructure.

Public Transport at the 
Centre of  Infrastructure 
Strategy

The launch comes as Ra-
jasthan seeks to modernise 
its public mobility ecosys-
tem amid growing urbani-

sation and rising demand 
for dependable inter-city 
transport. The government 
projects the new fleet as 
part of  a long-term strate-

gy to improve accessibility, 
reduce travel hardships 
and enhance commuter 
safety. Sharma also assert-
ed that administrative re-

forms and tighter financial 
management have helped 
the Rajasthan Roadways 
reverse years of  financial 
stress. He claimed the cor-

poration has moved from 
losses to profitability, ena-
bling timely salary pay-
ments to employees and 
creating the foundation for 
fleet expansion and service 
upgrades.

If  sustained, the finan-
cial turnaround could pro-
vide RSRTC with greater 
capacity to modernise op-
erations, introduce tech-
nology-driven passenger 
services and expand con-
nectivity to underserved 
regions.

Safety Takes Centre Stage
The event also underscored the government’s empha-
sis on road safety. The Chief  Minister distributed hel-
mets to women serving as road safety ambassadors 
and urged citizens to follow traffic regulations, stress-
ing that reducing road fatalities requires both strong-
er enforcement and greater public participation.

Looking Beyond Today’s Flag-Off
Beyond the immediate addition of  144 buses, the ini-
tiative reflects a broader policy direction. As Rajasthan 
expands highways, industrial corridors and tourism 
circuits, an efficient public transport system is likely 
to become increasingly critical in connecting emerging 
economic centres with rural and urban populations. 
The government’s transport roadmap now faces a 
larger test: translating fleet expansion into measurable 
improvements in service reliability, passenger com-
fort, operational efficiency and last-mile connectivity. 
If  accompanied by continued investment in modern 
depots, digital ticketing, cleaner technologies and 
safety infrastructure, Sunday’s rollout could mark the 
beginning of  a more comprehensive transformation 
of  Rajasthan’s public transport network rather than 
merely an expansion of  its bus fleet. Deputy Chief  Min-
ister Dr Prem Chand Bairwa, MP Manju Sharma, pub-
lic representatives and senior officials were present at 
the flag-off  ceremony.

Rajasthan Rolls Out 144 
Smart Blue Line 
Express Buses; 
Women’s Safety Takes 
Centre Stage with 
Panic Buttons
Jaipur:  Rajasthan’s public 
transport network received 
a major upgrade on Sunday 
as Chief  Minister Bhajanlal 
Sharma flagged off  144 new 
Blue Line Express buses 
from the Heerapura Bus Ter-
minal on Ajmer Road, mark-
ing one of  the state’s largest 
recent additions to the Ra-
jasthan State Road Trans-
port Corporation (RSRTC) 
fleet. Deputy Chief  Minister 
and Transport Minister Dr 
Premchand Bairwa joined 
the launch ceremony.

The newly inducted buses 
have been distributed across 
22 RSRTC depots, a move 
aimed at strengthening in-
ter-district connectivity, in-
creasing service frequency 
and replacing ageing buses 
on several high-demand 
routes across the state.

A key highlight of  the 
new fleet is its enhanced fo-
cus on women’s safety. Every 
bus has been equipped with 
a panic button, enabling pas-
sengers to seek immediate 
assistance during emergen-
cies. The buses are also fitted 
with a Vehicle Location 
Tracking System (VLTS), al-
lowing real-time GPS moni-
toring to improve operation-
al efficiency and passenger 
security. Designed for mod-
ern-day commuters, the 
buses feature BS-VI compli-
ant engines, mobile charg-
ing points, LED destination 
display boards, Electronic 
Control Units (ECU) and a 
comfortable 3x2 seating con-
figuration, offering a blend 
of  environmental sustaina-
bility, technology and pas-
senger convenience. RSRTC 
officials said the induction 
forms part of  the state’s 
broader effort to modernise 
public transport while en-
suring safer, cleaner and 
more reliable travel without 
increasing the financial bur-
den on commuters. The ex-
pansion is expected to im-
prove connectivity across 
Rajasthan by enhancing 
route coverage, reducing 
pressure on existing servic-
es and delivering a more de-
pendable travel experience.

‘Not on My Watch’: RPSC Chief Storms Exam 
Centres, Vows Zero Tolerance on Paper Leaks
n FAIR REPORT 
JAIPUR

Jaipur: In a strong display 
of  accountability, Ra-
jasthan Public Service 
Commission (RPSC) 
Chairman Colonel Kesari 
Singh chose to lead from 
the front rather than mon-
itor from an office. On 
Sunday, he made unan-
nounced visits to four ex-
amination centres in 
Jaipur during the Junior 
Legal Officer (JLO) Re-
cruitment Examination, 
sending an unequivocal 
message: the era of  paper 
leaks is over.

Speaking after the in-
spections, Singh made his 
strongest assertion yet on 
examination integrity. 
“Since I assumed office in 
October 2023, not a single 
RPSC examination paper 
has been leaked. As long as 
I am here, it will not hap-
pen,” he declared.

The high-stakes JLO ex-
amination is being con-
ducted across 53 centres in 

Jaipur, where 13,245 aspir-
ants are competing for just 
12 vacancies. During his 
visits, the RPSC chief  in-
teracted with candidates, 
invigilators and supervi-
sory staff, reviewing secu-
rity arrangements and 
operational preparedness 
on the ground.

Singh acknowledged 
that the challenge has 
evolved. While traditional 
paper leaks have largely 

been contained, recruit-
ment agencies now face 
sophisticated attempts in-
volving Bluetooth devices, 
micro-earpieces and other 
electronic gadgets. To 
counter these emerging 
threats, the Commission 
has instituted weekly se-
curity audits, continuous-
ly assessing vulnerabili-
ties and strengthening 
surveillance mechanisms 
before every examination.

Emphasising that trans-
parency must extend be-
yond preventing leaks, 
Singh said the Commis-
sion is equally committed 
to ensuring timely exami-
nations, swift declaration 
of  results and prompt ap-
pointments, restoring con-
fidence in Rajasthan’s re-
cruitment system.

He also credited the 
state government, district 
administration and police 
for maintaining strict se-
curity protocols, noting 
that officials have worked 
relentlessly—even on holi-
days—to safeguard the in-
tegrity of  examinations.

As Rajasthan continues 
to rebuild public trust af-
ter years of  recruitment 
controversies, Colonel Ke-
sari Singh’s surprise in-
spections underscore a 
clear institutional mes-
sage: credibility will no 
longer be claimed through 
assurances alone—it will 
be demonstrated on the 
ground.

Terror at Berlin Pride: A Van, 
an Alleged Islamist Suspect, 

and a City Left in Shock
n FAIR REPORT 
BERLIN

A day meant to celebrate diver-
sity, dignity and freedom 
turned into a scene of  horror 
after a van rammed into par-
ticipants at Berlin’s Christo-
pher Street Day (CSD) Pride 
Parade, leaving one person 
dead and at least 16 others in-
jured. The attack has sent 
shockwaves across Germany 
and reignited concerns over 
extremist violence targeting 
public gatherings.

German police have identi-
fied the prime suspect as 
21-year-old Abdul B., who in-
vestigators say was known to 
law enforcement and had links 
to Berlin’s Islamist scene. Au-
thorities have launched an in-
tensive manhunt and are in-
vestigating the incident as a 
suspected act of  politically 
motivated violence. Officials 
have not yet announced a final 
motive, and inquiries are con-
tinuing to determine whether 
the suspect acted alone.

Eyewitnesses described 

scenes of  panic as the vehicle 
accelerated into the crowd, 
shattering what had been a 
peaceful celebration attended 
by thousands. Emergency ser-
vices rushed to the scene, treat-
ing the injured while police 
cordoned off  the area and ap-
pealed for witnesses to come 
forward. The attack has drawn 
strong condemnation from 
Germany’s political leader-
ship, with officials describing 
it as an assault on the coun-
try’s democratic values, free-
dom of  expression and the 
right to live without fear. Be-
yond the immediate tragedy, 
the incident is expected to in-
tensify debate over domestic 
security, intelligence failures 
and the monitoring of  ex-
tremist networks. As investi-
gators race to locate the sus-
pect and establish the full 
circumstances behind the at-
tack, Berlin faces a painful 
reality: even celebrations 
built on hope and inclusion 
are not immune to the threat 
of  violent extremism.

Forged in Focus: 
Bijnor Gold Puts 
Bhagyashree 
Pandey on India’s 
Archery Radar
Faridpur (Bareilly): In ar-
chery, medals are won long 
before an arrow leaves the 
string. They are forged in re-
lentless practice, unwavering 
discipline and the ability to 
repeat perfection under pres-
sure. For 19-year-old Bhag-
yashree Pandey, the gold 
medal at the CBSE North 
Zone Archery Tournament 
2026 is not the culmination of  
a journey—it is the beginning 
of  a much bigger one. Repre-
senting Manas Sthali Residen-
tial School, Faridpur, Bhag-
yashree delivered a com-
manding performance, scor-
ing 797 points to clinch the 
Under-19 Indian Round Girls’ 
Target gold medal at the tour-
nament hosted by Baluni Pub-
lic School and Sports Acade-
my in Bijnor. Her teammate, 
Nayan Rastogi, added another 
feather to the school’s cap by 
securing a bronze medal in 
the individual target category, 
underscoring Manas Sthali’s 
growing reputation as a breed-
ing ground for archery talent.
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PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

Nirmal Jain, the new chair-
person of  the Delhi
Minorities Commission, is a
former mayor and a veteran
BJP leader with five decades
association with the RSS.
Jain became the first non-
Muslim head of the com-
mission formed in 2000.
While Delhi BJP vice presi-
dent and former MCD coun-
cillor Lata Gupta has been
appointed Chairperson of
the Delhi Commission for
Women (DCW), which had
been lying vacant for more
than two years,

Aiming to improve institu-
tional support for women and
marginalised sections of
society, the Delhi Government
appointed new heads and
members of the Delhi
Commission for Women and

Delhi Minorities Commission
on Sunday.

The Minorities Commission
had been headless for three
years after Jain’s predeces-
sor Zakir Khan stepped down
in 2023. Kuldeep Singh and
Mohammad Haroon have
been nominated as its
members.

Jain, 70, in his profile shared
that he was a volunteer of the
Rashtriya Swayam Sewak
Sangh (RSS) for 50 years and
also associated with Jansangh,
the precursor of the BJP, as
treasurer of its Shahdara dis-
trict unit. In 1977, he served as
a Vistarak of RSS in Jammu.
Jain was associated with Akhil
Bhartiya Vidyarthi Parishad, an
affiliate of RSS, and took part
in student politics at Delhi
University, reads his profile.

Jain has been associated
with the BJP since the incep-
tion of the party in 1980 and

served as president of
Shahdara district. In 2007, he
won civic body polls from
Shahdara ward in the erst-
while East Delhi Municipal
Corporation (EDMC). He served
as Leader of House in EDMC
from 2018 to 2020 and became
mayor of East Delhi in 2021.
Jain, a commerce and law
graduate of DU, has a family
business.

The Delhi Minorities
Commission was set up under
the Delhi Minorities

Commission Act, 1999, passed
by the Delhi Legislative
Assembly on December 24,
1999, to safeguard the rights
and interests of the minority
communities. Under the Act,
Muslim, Christian, Sikh,
Buddhist and Parsi have been
notified as minority commu-
nities. The “Jain” community
was notified as Minority
Community in the NCT of
Delhi through a notification
dated October 13, 2008. The
commission comprises a

chairperson and two
members from the minority
communities of Delhi, nomi-
nated by the Delhi govern-
ment. Kuldeep Singh and
Mohammad Harron have
been appointed its members.

The Rekha Gupta govern-
ment also reconstituted the
DCW. Shyam Bala, Malti
Verma, Lata Sidhi, Sanrakshika
Sharma Jha and Renu Bhalla
have been appointed
members of the commission,
the Chief Minister’s Office

(CMO) said in a post on X.
The DCW chairperson’s

post fell vacant after Swati
Maliwal resigned in January
2024 after the then ruling
AAP decided to send her to
the Rajya Sabha. 

According to Chief Minister
Rekha Gupta, the Delhi
Government is ensuring that
women and minority com-
munities receive effective
protection of their rights, dig-
nified opportunities and
timely justice. She said that

the Delhi Commission for
Women and the Delhi
Minorities Commission are
not merely statutory bodies
but important platforms that
will strengthen public trust
and amplify the voices of the
weaker and disadvantaged
sections of society.

The Chief Minister expressed
confidence that the
Chairpersons and Members
of both Commissions would
discharge their responsibilities
with fairness, sensitivity and
complete transparency while
playing a significant role in the
prompt and effective resolu-
tion of matters concerning
public interest.

According to the Chief
Minister, the Delhi
Government remains com-
mitted to ensuring dignity,
safety and equal opportunities
for every section of society.

Lata Gupta has consistent-

ly worked in the areas of
organisational development,
women’s empowerment and
public welfare. 

She has previously served
as the general secretary of the
Delhi BJP Mahila Morcha and
as the district president of the
BJP’s Shahdara district unit.
Owing to her active role in the
organisation, leadership abil-
ities and strong public out-
reach, she has been entrust-
ed with several key responsi-
bilities over the years. 

She was elected as a munic-
ipal councillor from
Shakarpur Ward from 2007 to
2012 and from Pandav Nagar
Ward from 2012 to 2017.
During her tenure as a public
representative, she worked
actively on issues related to
local development, women’s
safety, education, sanitation
and the expansion of civic
amenities.

Nirmal appointed minorities commission chief, Lata gets DCW post

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

Delhi Chief Minister Rekha
Gupta on Sunday described
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
as the undisputed leader of
the world’s largest democra-
cy. She said the reason is
clear in the steps he has taken
on the paper leak issue. She
explained what the new law
provides and why it matters
for students.

In a video message, the
Chief Minister said the new
provisions include ten years
of imprisonment and a Rs 10
crore fine for those found
guilty of paper leaks. She
added that the properties of
the guilty should also be
attached. Not just the fine, she
said, but everything they own.

She said an examination
reform commission has been
set up. Its report will be used
to ensure the credibility of
upcoming examinations. The
commission is focused on
structural reform of the exam-
ination system and will act
quickly, she said.

The Chief Minister further

adds that the youth of the
country know Modi’s track
record on policy. From the
time he came to power, con-
sistent and decisive action has
been the hallmark of his gov-
ernment. That is why the
youth stand shoulder to
shoulder with him for India’s
progress. She said India’s
youth is the country’s great-
est strength. The Prime
Minister has made clear that
every student deserves a fair,
transparent, and reliable
examination system.
Protecting students’ dreams
and aspirations is the govern-
ment’s highest priority.

The video comes one day

after the 36-day CJP protest at
Jantar Mantar ended on
Saturday. The protest con-
cluded after Union Education
Minister Dharmendra
Pradhan resigned accepting
moral responsibility for the
NEET-UG 2026 paper leak.

The legal provisions the
Chief Minister described go
beyond a standard punitive
framework for examination
fraud. Ten years in prison
addresses the individual. A Rs
10 crore fine addresses the
financial gain. Attaching all
properties removes whatev-
er wealth the network has
accumulated through years of
activity. Together, she said,

they are designed to elimi-
nate both the incentive and
the capacity for paper leak
operations.

Earlier, Delhi BJP President
Harsh Malhotra organised a
Yuva Samvad session titled
Gen-Z with Modi. The event
bring together around 50
young students from univer-
sities and colleges across
Delhi alongside some parents.
The participants called the CJP
protest at Jantar Mantar inap-
propriate and alleged that
anti-Hindu and anti-national
remarks were made during
the agitation. The students
further discussed the expan-
sion of higher and medical
education in India since 2014.

During the two-way inter-
action, students and Malhotra
discussed the development of
universities and higher edu-
cational institutions between
2014 and 2026, the removal of
what participants described
as unnecessary chapters from
curricula, and the inclusion of
chapters of national impor-
tance. Students present also
signed alongside Malhotra in
a show of support.

CM Rekha calls PM Modi undisputed leader of India
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

Delhi’s school safety inspec-
tion drive has found deficien-
cies in 774 of the 1,677 schools
inspected between July 13
and July 24 across all cate-
gories. The private schools
showing the highest rate of
non-compliance at 463 defi-
ciencies out of 812 inspected,
followed by government
schools at 270 out of 790 and
Government-aided schools
at 41 out of 75, as inspection
teams continue their cover-
age of all 5,633 schools in the
capital under a student safety
checklist framed in line with
NCPCR, DCPCR, and POCSO
Act guidelines.

The exercise follows direc-
tions issued at a review
meeting chaired jointly by
Lieutenant Governor Taranjit
Singh Sandhu and Chief
Minister Rekha Gupta on July
6, where both directed strict,
time-bound implementation
of Child Safety Month initia-
tives. Inspections began on
July 13 and have been picking
up pace, with teams cover-

ing over 150 to 200 schools
on several individual days.

The inspection teams are
joint panels comprising rep-
resentatives of parents, the
Directorate of Education, the
Women and Child
Development Department,
Delhi Police, and school
heads. Schools found to have
deficiencies are being
flagged for immediate reme-
dial steps, with follow-up
verification built into the
process to ensure genuine
corrective action rather than
a one-time paper compli-
ance exercise.

The breakdown across

school categories reveals
that private schools account
for a disproportionately high
share of deficiencies relative
to their number in the
inspection sample. Of the 812
private schools inspected,
463 were found deficient, a
rate of approximately 57 per
cent. Among government
schools, 270 of 790 inspect-
ed were found deficient, a
rate of about 34 per cent.
Among government-aided
schools, 41 of 75 inspected
were deficient, a rate of
approximately 55 per cent. In
absolute terms, private
schools account for the

largest share of flagged insti-
tutions, an area that officials
said inspection teams are
monitoring closely.

The Student Safety
Checklist against which each
school is inspected covers a
range of safety parameters
across physical infrastruc-
ture, fire preparedness,
emergency response
systems, and child protec-
tion protocols aligned with
the POCSO Act. Schools
found deficient on any para-
meter are required to under-
take corrective steps within
a defined timeframe, with
follow-up inspection to verify
compliance.

The LG and CM at the July
6 review had directed that
child safety measures be
institutionalised as a perma-
nent feature of every school’s
functioning rather than
remaining confined to Child
Protection Month. Officials
overseeing the drive said
the objective is to embed a
sustained culture of safety,
accountability, and pre-
paredness across every edu-
cational institution in Delhi.

774 Delhi schools found with safety deficiencies

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

Following the Centre’s assur-
ance that cases against the
NEET paper leak protesters
would be withdrawn, Delhi
Police sources on Sunday said
it would take further action
only after receiving official
communication and guide-
lines from the competent
authority. The source,
however, said the announce-
ment regarding withdrawal of
the cases would not affect the
ongoing investigation into
the alleged larger conspiracy
behind the clashes.

The source said 15 FIRs have
been registered so far at differ-
ent police stations in the New
Delhi district in connection
with the July 20 violence and
other incidents linked to the
ongoing protests. 

On Saturday, at a joint press
conference with Cockroach
Janata Party spokespersons
Saurav Das and Abhiseh
Ranka, Union minister JP
Nadda had said that the gov-
ernment agreed to withdraw
FIRs registered against protest-
ers and would provide a
written assurance on the
agreed demands by Tuesday.

“We will act according to
the guidelines and official

communication after receiv-
ing from the competent
authority,” the source said.

Police are examining CCTV
footage, digital evidence,
mobile phone records, and
statements of witnesses to
reconstruct the sequence of
events and identify those
suspected of planning, insti-
gating or participating in the
violence.

Police have also identified
over 2,500-3000 people with
criminal backgrounds and
bad characters using their
facial recognition system (FRS).

“It acts as a strong deterrent
and allows us to keep a close
watch on those who may
attempt to misuse the protest
to create law and order prob-
lems,” sources said. Once a
face is captured, it is quickly
matched with the police data-
base. If a wanted or abscond-

ing accused is detected, the
concerned police unit is
immediately alerted, and legal
action can be initiated without
delay,” sources said.Police
said the technology will also
help identify habitual offend-
ers who have repeatedly
figured in criminal cases and
are listed as “Bad Characters”
in Delhi Police records.”

More than 200 police per-
sonnel and 70 protesters sus-
tained injuries during the July
20 clashes, while several gov-
ernment vehicles and other
public property were
damaged, they said.

The source said the con-
spiracy probe would contin-
ue irrespective of the pro-
posed withdrawal of the FIRs
and all evidence collected
during the investigation
would be examined as part of
the ongoing inquiry.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

The New Delhi Municipal
Council (NDMC) deployed
over 500 officers and
employees in an overnight
operation at Jantar Mantar
and surrounding areas
immediately after the CJP
protest concluded. 

The corporation removes
approximately 60 metric
tonnes of waste, repainting
walls from which protest
graffiti had been removed,
repairing damaged kerb-
stones, restoring green belts,

and cleaning Tolstoy Road,
Sansad Marg, Jai Singh Road,
Janpath, and adjoining areas
of Connaught Place, with
NDMC Vice Chairperson
Kuljeet Singh Chahal person-
ally supervising the work
through the night and revis-
iting the site in the after-
noon to review the complet-
ed restoration.

Chahal reached Jantar
Mantar immediately after the
protest concluded on
Saturday and remained at
the site throughout the night
directing officers to complete
all works promptly while

maintaining quality 
standards. 

He returned in the after-
noon to review the complet-
ed works and confirm that the

entire area was clean, safe,
and ready for public use.

The operation was con-
ducted jointly by the Health
and Sanitation, Civil

Engineering, and Horticulture
Departments.

The Civil Engineering
Department deployed around
50 workers, using four jetting
machines for intensive road
and footpath cleaning. Teams
removed protest slogans from
public walls and repainted the
surfaces, repaired damaged
kerbstones, and restored foot-
paths across the affected area.

The Health and Sanitation
Department deployed 75 san-
itation workers throughout
the night, with 35 additional
workers joining from the
morning onwards.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

The New Delhi Municipal
Council (NDMC) workers on
Sunday painted over the graf-
fiti-covered walls around
Jantar Mantar, erasing the
visual imprint of the student-
led protest that forced 
the resignation of Union
Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan. 

Till Saturday evening, the
white boundary wall of the
Imperial Hotel lining Tolstoy
Marg had ceased to be just
another stretch of Lutyens’
Delhi. It had become a

canvas of anger. 
Walls in and around Jantar

Mantar, gates and even tree
trunks bore layer upon layer

of graffiti, slogans, sketches
and signatures, turning the
street into a live exhibition of
a generation’s rage against the
perceived failures of the NDA
Government.

The graffiti reflected the
vocabulary of a protest driven
largely by young people —
irreverent, sardonic, often
profane and unconstrained
by conventional political mes-
saging. References to “godi
media”, calls for “revolution”,
invocations of B R Ambedkar
and direct attacks on senior
functionaries of the govern-
ment sat alongside doodles
and memes.

Spray-painted in bright
colours, the graffiti ranged
from the political to the per-
sonal. “Democracy is
premium” and “R’evol’ution”
appeared alongside the anti-
fascist anthem “Bella Ciao”,
Gen Z’s declaration that it
“keeps grudges”, and the
Gandhian invocation, “Hamla
chahe jaisa bhi ho, haanth
hamaara nahin uthega.”

Many messages targeted
the RSS, demanding that it be
“banned”, while others
thanked Lok Sabha Leader of
Opposition Rahul Gandhi for
raising the voice of the
student protesters.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

Activist Sonam Wangchuk
will be discharged from
Medanta Hospital  on
Monday and will  visit
Rajghat to pay homage to
Mahatma Gandhi before
leaving for Ladakh, his team
said. Wangchuk, who is
recovering in the hospital in
Gurugram after he broke
his 26-day fast late Friday
night, is expected to be dis-
charged at around 11.30 am
on Monday.

After his discharge, he
would visit Rajghat before

departing.
He earlier paid homage to

Mahatma Gandhi at Rajghat
on June 28 before launching
his indefinite hunger strike
at Jantar Mantar here to
support students protest-
ing alleged irregularities in
the NEET examination.

Wangchuk had joined the
agitation on June 28 and
remained on an indefinite
fast for 26 days. He was
forcibly shifted to Safdarjung
Hospital on July 18, where he
said he felt like he was being
kept in detention.

Following a Delhi high
court order, Wangchuk was
shifted to Medanta Hospital.

The 36-day agitation, led
by the Cockroach Janta
Party  (CJP) ,  ended on
Saturday with the resigna-
t ion of  Dharmendra
Pradhan as the Education
Minister. The protest had
begun on June 20.

NDMC removes 60 metric tonnes of waste from Jantar Mantar Police await official nod on withdrawal of
FIRs against NEET paper leak protesters

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n Noida/New Delhi

A worker and a security guard
died of asphyxiation after
entering a sewage treatment
plant (STP) tank at a residen-
tial society in Noida’s Sector
150, with the security guard
losing consciousness while
attempting to rescue the
worker,  police said on
Sunday.

The incident occurred on
the intervening night of
Saturday and Sunday at
Eldeco Society under the
Knowledge Park Police
Station area.

According to police,
Shashikant Sharma (40), a
resident of  Rajasthan’s

Karauli district, entered the
STP tank to clean it but lost
consciousness inside. 

A security guard, identi-
fied as Akash (22), a resident
of Firozabad, entered the
tank in an attempt to rescue
Sharma but also fell uncon-
scious, police said.

Police said the accident
occurred during the cleaning
of the STP tank when
Shashikant Sharma entered
the tank and became uncon-
scious. Seeing him collapse,
security guard Akash entered
the tank in an attempt to
rescue him but also lost con-
sciousness.

Following information
about the incident, police
and fire department person-

nel rushed to the spot and
launched a rescue operation.
Both men were pulled out of
the tank and immediately
taken to a nearby hospital for
treatment. However, doctors
declared both of them dead.

Police said the bodies have

been sent for postmortem
examination after comple-
tion of inquest proceedings.

A case has been registered,
and the Knowledge Park
police have arrested the
accused contractor, Manoj
Jain. Further legal proceed-

ings are being carried out,
police added.

Investigators are examin-
ing whether adequate safety
equipment, including pro-
tective gear and gas detection
devices, had been provided
to the workers before they
entered the confined space.
Police are also looking into
compliance with prescribed
safety norms for mainte-
nance work involving sewage
treatment facilities.

Meanwhile, the latest inci-
dent comes after another
tragic accident in the same
police station area. A six-
year-old boy died after falling
into a nearly 15-foot-deep
water-filled pit at Kala Dham
Society.

Sonam Wangchuk to be discharged
from Medanta Hospital today

Two die of asphyxiation while cleaning sewage tank in Noida

NDMC paints over graffiti at Jantar Mantar after protest

NDMC workers clear the protest site at Jantar Mantar in New Delhi PTI 
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Exam panel attempt to fix PM’s image: Congress

Now that the protest by
cockroaches are over, the BJP
IT cell has been tasked to
identify from the social
media platforms about the
wards of people in
bureaucracy who
participated in the Gen Z
protest at Jantar Mantar. Few
on the target include entire
family members of two AGMUT
cadre IPS officers who took part in the CJP protest.
Simultaneously, grapevine has it that, PMO has got
annoyed about the `leak’ of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s instructions to his Cabinet colleagues to go
aggressively on Instagram. It is being worked out who from
the cabinet meeting last week shared to a TV media about
PM’s advice for a better modern youth political outreach.

After the Cockroach Janata Party
(CJP) strike is over, the
security agencies are
keeping silence over the
demand on probe whether
Pellet Gus were used
during Jantar Mantar strike.
Opposition leaders, media
organisations have brought
out the videos of injured people.
Government hospitals which treated
the injured people are keeping stony silence. Grapevine
has it that the Pellet Guns and shock providing batons are
not used by Delhi Police, which first jump to say that they
never used such weapons. CRPF is keeping silence as it is
a well known secret that its Rapid Action Force (RAF) faced
similar allegations in usage of such weapons in Kashmir.
Will Home Ministry order a probe is the question, which
creates trouble for security agencies?

The repeated reshuffles of
officers has come as setback
of Education Ministry, as the
buzz is that they were
made scapegoats for none
of their fault rather `forced’
to dance to the guided
tunes. Career bureaucrat
Vineet Joshi was replaced by
Naresh Pal Gangwar as the
education secretary amid mounting
multiple criticism of the education ministry including
exam irregularities. First under scrutiny was problems in
CBSE’s introduction of on-screen marking (OSM) and then
NEET-UG paper leak. While Joshi is credited to have rolled
out several reforms in CBSE like Teachers’ Eligibility Test
(CTET), rolling out CUET through NTA which he headed for
two years, Sanjay Kumar faced backlash at the fag-end of
his career and was tipped to be the next NITI Ayoag CEO
post retirement on June 30. Another career bureaucrat
Rahul Singh from Bihar cadre was removed as CBSE
Chairman who is understood to be against the digital
evaluation system initially until forced to roll out.

Kare koyi, bhare koyi

Troubles galore for some now!

GRAPEVINE

Pellet guns used?

While the Government
remained adamant that
Dharmendra Pradhan’s
resignation as Education
Minister was “not
possible”, grapevine has it
that in the second meeting
between Centre and CJP it
was conveyed that if
resignation demand is not
accepted then the protestors
would officially announce Gherao and march to
Parliament. According to sources, the matter first gained
momentum when representatives of CJP met BJP senior
leader and Union Minister JP Nadda at his residence
where they were conveyed except the resignation issue
talk on other points were acceptable. The threatening of
march towards Parliament is believed to be turning point
in consideration of Pradhan’s resignation as the city had
already witnessed repercussions when the CJP protestors
had rushed to Parliament followed by sit in protest by
opposition leaders in front of PM’s residence.

In between the resignation!

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

The Congress on Sunday
derided the Modi
Government’s committee on
exam reforms as a “high-
powered attempt to fix the
Pradhan Mantri’s irretriev-
ably compromised image.”

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Sunday announced
the constitution of a high-
powered task force, headed
by Infosys co-founder
Nandan Nilekani, on forging
reforms for the examinations
conducted by the National
Testing Agency.

The task force will give
suggestions on maximum
use of technology for setting
up a robust and transparent
examination system, Modi
said in a video message
posted on Instagram.

Congress general secre-
tary in-charge communica-
tions Jairam Ramesh said,
“Friends, in June 2024, after it
bungled multiple examina-
tions including NEET-UG, the
Modi Government constitut-
ed a High-Level Committee of
Experts headed by K
Radhakrishnan to ‘ensure
transparent, smooth and fair
conduct of examinations.’”

In July 2026, the Modi
Governmentbungled the
NEET-UG and other exams
and has now constituted
another “High Powered Task
Force”, he said on X.

Ramesh said the new com-
mittee comes even as the
Modi Governmenthas still not
finished implementing the K
Radhakrishnan Committee’s
101 recommendations.

For most of the two years
between the 2024 and 2026

paper leaks, it didn’t even
appoint a full-time director
general for the National
Testing Agency, he said.

“This is ultimately only a

High-Powered attempt to 
fix the Pradhan Mantri’s 
irretrievably compromised
image,” the Congress leader
said.

According to the govern-
ment, a multidisciplinary
group of domain experts will
be a part of the task force.

Besides Nilekani, its other

members are former 
chairman of ISRO S
Somanath, former director of
Intelligence Bureau Tapan
Deka, director of IIT Chennai
V Kamakoti, former educa-
tion secretary Anita Karwal
and logistics expert Amrit
Lal Meena.

The prime minister’s
announcement came a day
after the 36-day agitation,
led by the Cockroach Janta
Party (CJP), ended with the
resignation of Dharmendra
Pradhan as the Education
Minister. The prime minister
said the Governmentwill
work on suggestions of the
task force to establish a fool-
proof examination system.

It will help revamp the
NTA exams, especially tech-
nology perspective and for
structural reforms in the
system, he said.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Sunday said the
objective of the Viksit Vibrant
Village (VVV) programme,
under which youths visit
border villages and live with
local communities, is to give
opportunities to youngsters
to step onto the ground to
understand and connect
with India instead of relying
on virtual means.

Interacting with the partic-
ipants, many of whom
belong to Gen Z, of the VVV
programme 2026 that
covered 74 ‘vibrant villages’
across Ladakh, Himachal
Pradesh and Uttarakhand,
Modi said in the country’s
border villages, the aspira-
tion for development and
the spirit of patriotism are
equally cherished. At times,
it feels that for these people
the country matters more
than themselves.

The prime minister said
that during the Developed
India Young Leaders

Dialogue, he had presented
an idea before the youth.
“The idea was that why not
have the youth, instead of
using virtual medium, step
onto the ground to know
India, connect with India, try
to live India, and understand
India,” he said.

Modi said there are so
many aspirations for develop-
ment in India’s villages and
these can be understood by
visiting these villages.

In his virtual interaction

with participants, the prime
minister said developed vil-
lages are the cornerstone of
a developed India too and
his Governmenthas consid-
ered border villages as the
country’s first village.

“This journey of the devel-
oped Vibrant Village is itself
a medium to connect every-
one, to connect with every-
one,” he said, encouraging
the youth to connect with
the land as it makes the
vision of a developed India

even more expansive.
The prime minister,

however, did not refer to the
Cockroach Janta Party (CJP)-
led protests over the NEET
paper leak issue which con-
cluded on Saturday after the
resignation of Dharmendra
Pradhan as Education
Minister and the acceptance
of the protesters’ other
demands by the government.

The participants were
largely mobilised through
various virtual mediums,
including Instagram, and
protesters mostly belonged
to Gen Z. Modi said the aim
of the VVV programme was
that youth from different
districts of the country
should travel to the villages
of Himachal Pradesh,
Uttarakhand, and Ladakh.

“When the youth of the
country connects with the
land, it makes the vision of
a developed India even more
expansive. This youth, in
their heart, strengthens the
resolve to l ive for the
country, to do something
for the country,” he said.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Sunday asserted
that India is continuously
scaling new heights in
defence production, military
exports, and also in the field
of political cooperation with
friendly nations. Addressing
his monthly radio broadcast
‘Mann Ki Baat’, he also paid
tributes to those who
sacrificed their lives during
the Kargil war in 1999.

Referring to the ‘Kargil Vijay
Diwas’, the prime minister
said there are certain days in
people’s lives that do not
require a calendar to be
remembered.

“Today, the 26th of July, is
one such date. Today is Kargil
Vijay Diwas. This day fills us
with pride. This day reminds
us of the extraordinary
courage of our brave soldiers.  

“Towering peaks of Kargil,
harsh weather, the challenge
posed by the enemy... our sol-
diers faced every such cir-
cumstance, yet their spirit

was greater than every chal-
lenge,” he said.

Modi said India of today
not only remembers her
heroes but also conveys their
saga to the new generation
and with this very sentiment,
a special ‘Shaurya Vijay Yatra’
has been organised this year.

The prime minister said
alongside the courage of the
soldiers, India is also contin-
uously strengthening its tech-
nological capabilities.

He said a few days ago, INS
Mahendragiri was inducted
into the Indian Navy and this
modern warship has been
designed and built in India
itself. “More than 75 per cent
of the materials used in it are
indigenous. It is a symbol of
the growing strength of an
‘Atmanirbhar Bharat’,” he said.

Modi said the Defence
Research and Development
Organisation (DRDO) also suc-
cessfully tested the Pinaka
Long-Range Guided Rocket
this month and behind this
success lies the collective
perseverance of the scientists
and engineers.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

Leader of Opposition in the Lok
Sabha Rahul Gandhi has
written to Home Minister Amit
Shah, demanding accountabil-
ity for the “barbaric assault” on
peacefully protesting students
here and asking whether he
approved the use of “lethal
force”, including pellet guns,
against the youth. In his letter
to Shah, Gandhi said the
country is demanding answers.

He said peaceful protest is
crucial to any democracy
and it is the Government’s
responsibility to protect pro-
testors and resolve their
grievances through dialogue.

“Such brutal violence

destroys every norm, and has
outraged the country. Youth
and students, the future of our
country, are demanding
answers and accountability.
Their voice will be heard,” the
former Congress chief said.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n Kozhikode (Kerala)

Cyber police have arrested
two Delhi natives in con-
nection with an alleged
attempt to dupe some Kerala
MPs and an MLA by promis-
ing them ministerial berths
in the state cabinet in return
for `3 crore. 

The two accused-Nitin and
Gaurav-were brought to
Kozhikode from New Delhi
on a transit remand on
Sunday morning, an officer of
the Kozhikode Cyber Police
Station said.

They were arrested follow-
ing a complaint by Elathur
MLA K Vidya Balakrishnan,
who alleged that a person
posing as the private secre-
tary to Wayanad Congress MP
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra had
called her and offered her a
ministerial berth in exchange
for `3 crore, police said.

Similar calls were alleged-
ly made to Kerala MPs Shafi
Parambil and Dean Kuriakose.
A complaint in this regard was
lodged by DS Rajkumar,
private secretary to Vadra,
with the state police chief and
the Wayanad Superintendent
of Police, following which an

FIR was registered.
Rajkumar alleged that the

accused had misused his
identity and the name of the
MP’s office in an attempt to
cheat the public representa-
tives by demanding money
from them.

According to police,
Balakrishnan received a
WhatsApp call at around 2
pm on July 6 from a person
who introduced himself as
Rajkumar from Vadra’s office
in New Delhi.

The caller allegedly
claimed that a cabinet reshuf-
fle was likely in Kerala and
that she could be made a
minister if she paid `3 crore.

Police said the conversa-
tion, which was in English,
lasted about 10 minutes.
Balakrishnan grew suspicious
of the caller’s claims during
the conversation.

The caller allegedly told her
that she had been recom-
mended by another MP from
Kozhikode.

After the call, Balakrishnan
contacted the MP, who told
her that a person claiming to
be from the AICC office had
sought the contact details 
of her and another MLA,
police said.

GIRISH SHARMA n Bhopal

Amid a high-profile electoral
contest between the BJP and
the Congress in Madhya
Pradesh’s Datia Assembly
by-election, one candidate
has succeeded in shifting
part of the campaign narra-
tive beyond traditional polit-
ical equations.

Sanjana Singh, a trans-
gender leader,  former
Governmentemployee and
Mahamandaleshwar of the
Kinnar Akhara, is contesting
the election with a message
centred on inclusion, dignity
and political representation
for the transgender com-
munity. While the bypoll
remains largely a bipolar
contest, Sanjana’s candida-
ture has attracted consider-
able public attention and
sparked conversations on
the participation of transgen-
der persons in mainstream
politics.

Sanjana, who is widely
recognised as Madhya
Pradesh’s first transgender
Governmentemployee, says
her decision to enter elec-
toral politics is aimed at
ensuring that members of

the transgender community
have a meaningful voice in
policy-making rather than
remaining confined to sym-
bolic roles. She believes the
democratic process should
reflect the diversity of Indian
society and offer equal
opportunities to every
citizen, irrespective of
gender identity.

Unlike the resource-inten-
sive campaigns mounted by
major political parties,

Sanjana has adopted a grass-
roots approach, travelling
across villages and urban
localities, meeting residents
door-to-door and interact-
ing directly with voters. Her
campaign focuses on issues
such as education, employ-
ment, women’s safety,
healthcare, social justice and
the welfare of economically
weaker sections. She has
repeatedly said her election
campaign is not confined to
the concerns of the transgen-
der community but is aimed
at addressing the aspirations
of all sections of society.

Her campaign has also
received support from
members of the Kinnar
Akhara and transgender
community from different
parts of the country, adding
a unique social dimension to
the Datia bypoll. Political
observers say that although
Sanjana may not alter the
arithmetic of the contest,
her presence has broadened
the debate on political inclu-
sion and equal representa-
tion.

Madhya Pradesh has
played a pioneering role in
transgender political repre-

sentation. In 1998, Shabnam
Mausi scripted history by
becoming India’s first openly
transgender MLA after
winning the Sohagpur
Assembly seat in Shahdol
district as an Independent
candidate.  During her
tenure, she became a promi-
nent advocate for the rights
of marginalised communi-
ties and remains one of the
country’s most recognised
transgender political figures.

Since then, several trans-
gender candidates have
entered the electoral arena
in the state. Candidates have
contested Assembly, munic-
ipal and local body elec-
tions from cities including
Bhopal, Indore, Jabalpur and
Gwalior, though electoral
success has largely remained
elusive. Even so, their partic-
ipation has steadily expand-
ed the visibility of the trans-
gender community in demo-
cratic politics and challenged
long-standing social barriers.

Against this backdrop,
Sanjana’s candidature rep-
resents another significant
chapter  in  Madhya
Pradesh’s  evolving 
political landscape. 

Youths should visit border villages to understand
India, instead of depending on virtual means: PM

Scaling new heights in
defence, exports: PM Modi

Rahul asks Amit Shah: Did you
approve pellet guns on students?

2 Delhi men held in Kerala over
fake ministerial berth offer scam

Transgender leader Sanjana Singh broadens
Datia bypoll debate with focus on inclusion

Opposition Leader in Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi, Congress MP KC Venugopal, Samajwadi Party (SP) MPs Akhilesh
Yadav, Dharmendra Yadav and Awadhesh Prasad, TMC MP Saugata Roy and Mahua Mitra, JMM MP Mahua Maji
and other opposition leaders stage a protest wearing black clothes to express solidarity with students protesting
against the NEET paper leak issue during the Monsoon session of Parliament in New Delhi on Wednesday PTI

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

Union Minister Pralhad Joshi
on Sunday assumed charge
as the Union Education
Minister, a day after President
Droupadi Murmu accepted
the resignation of
Dharmendra Pradhan and
assigned him the additional
responsibility of the ministry.

Joshi said he was review-
ing the ministry’s functioning
and familiarising himself
with the department,
describing education as “a
new subject” for him.
Speaking to media after
assuming office, Joshi said
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi had entrusted him with
the responsibility and that he
would take time to under-

stand the ministry before
making detailed comments.

“The Prime Minister has
entrusted me with this
responsibility with full confi-
dence. I was in Karnataka and
I reached Delhi immediately
and came this morning to
take charge. I have assumed
charge. I am reviewing all the
details here and the decisions
that need to be taken. I have
been gathering information
and trying to understand the
functioning of the entire min-
istry. We had continuous
meetings today. This is a new
subject for me. I have taken
charge today and held
detailed discussions with the
senior officers. It is a very big
department, so I will speak to
you in detail after I have
understood it completely,”

Joshi said.
Joshi has been given addi-

tional charge of the educa-
tion ministry besides his
role as the consumer affairs
minister. Pradhan resigned

from his post on Saturday fol-
lowing the Cockroach Janta
Party-led student protests
across the country, demand-
ing his ouster over the NEET
paper leak controversy.

Pralhad Joshi assumes charge as Union Education Minister

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n Indore

Madhya Pradesh minister
Kailash Vijayvargiya has
claimed that Dharmendra
Pradhan had expressed his
willingness to resign as Union
Education Minister on the
very first day of the student
agitation over alleged exam-
ination irregularities and the
NEET paper leak.

Speaking to mediaper-
sons here on Saturday,
Vijayvargiya said Pradhan
had informed the BJP pres-
ident that he was prepared
to step down if the party
considered it necessary.
However, according to the
minister, the party leader-
ship asked him not to resign
or discuss the matter until
a formal decision was taken.

“Pradhan had told the
BJP president on the very
first day of the agitation
that if the party felt his res-
ignation was necessary, he
was ready to quit. The party
president advised him to
wait, saying no decision
had been taken and asked

him not to submit his resig-
nation or speak about it
publicly,” Vijayvargiya said.

He added that once the
party leadership decided
Pradhan should step down,
the former Education
Minister resigned immediate-
ly. Vijayvargiya said Pradhan
had carried out every respon-
sibility entrusted to him with
honesty and dedication. He
also claimed that the resigna-
tion had “foiled the designs
of foreign forces” that
allegedly wanted to desta-
bilise India through violence,
drawing comparisons with
developments in Bangladesh
and Sri Lanka.

Pradhan offered to resign on
day one of NEET agitation:
MP minister Vijayvargiya

MP minister Kailash Vijayvargiya

Union Minister Pralhad Joshi during a meeting as he takes charge as
education minister in New Delhi. Joshi has been given additional charge of
the education ministry besides his role as the consumer affairs minister PTI

Prime Minister Narendra Modi virtually interacts with participants of the
Viksit Vibrant Village Programme 2026 PTI
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CM Bhajanlal Joins Tribal Women for 
PM Modi’s ‘Mann Ki Baat’, Calls for 

Last-Mile Delivery of Welfare Schemes
n FAIR REPORT 
JAIPUR

Chief  Minister Bhajanlal 
Sharma on Sunday joined 
women from the tribal 
community in Sanganer 
to listen to the 136th epi-
sode of  Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s monthly 
radio programme, Mann 
Ki Baat, using the occa-
sion to reiterate the Ra-
jasthan government’s 
commitment to ensuring 
that welfare schemes 
reach every eligible ben-
eficiary.

The Chief  Minister 
participated in the pro-
gramme alongside tribal 
women before interacting 
with citizens at the San-
ganer Camp Office, where 
he emphasised the impor-
tance of  public participa-
tion in governance and 
urged officials and party 
workers to strengthen the 

last-mile delivery of  gov-
ernment initiatives.

Addressing those pre-
sent, Sharma said Mann 
Ki Baat had evolved into 
more than a monthly ra-
dio broadcast, describing 
it as a platform that in-
spires millions of  Indians 

through stories of  inno-
vation, social responsibil-
ity, grassroots achieve-
ments and nation-build-
ing.

He asserted that the 
programme has emerged 
as a powerful medium for 
connecting citizens with 

the spirit of  positive 
thinking, collective re-
sponsibility and public 
participation, encourag-
ing people to contribute 
actively to the country’s 
development journey.

Highlighting the Cen-
tre-State partnership, the 

Chief  Minister said the 
double-engine govern-
ment remains focused on 
ensuring that public wel-
fare programmes trans-
late into tangible benefits 
on the ground. He called 
for sustained efforts to en-
sure that every deserving 
citizen, particularly those 
in rural, tribal and eco-
nomically weaker sec-
tions, receives the full 
benefits of  government 
schemes without delay.

The event reflected the 
Rajasthan government’s 
continued emphasis on 
grassroots engagement, 
with the Chief  Minister 
using the outreach pro-
gramme to reinforce the 
message that effective 
governance is measured 
not merely by policy an-
nouncements but by their 
successful implementa-
tion at the last mile.

SP Swaps SUV for Motorcycle as 
Hanumangarh Police Intensify 
Crackdown on Drug Hotspots

n FAIR REPORT 
JAIPUR
In a visible show of  frontline 
policing, Hanumangarh Su-
perintendent of  Police B. 
Aditya rode a motorcycle 
through the district’s drug-
prone pockets on Saturday, 
leading surprise inspections 
under the newly launched 
Safe City Campaign aimed 
at dismantling public drug-
use hotspots and restoring a 
sense of  security.

The move comes in line 
with the directions of  Ra-
jasthan Director General of  
Police Rajeev Kumar Shar-
ma, who has called for an 
intensified campaign 
against substance abuse 
across the state.

Instead of  relying solely 
on conventional policing, 
the district has deployed 
dedicated motorcycle pa-
trols to maintain a continu-
ous presence in identified 
hotspots. Every day, 20 police 
personnel on 10 motorcycles, 
working in rotational shifts, 

patrol abandoned buildings, 
deserted parks and isolated 
public spaces that have al-
legedly become gathering 
points for habitual drug us-
ers. Accompanied by Addi-
tional Superintendent of  
Police Arvind Bishnoi, SP 
Aditya personally led raids 
in the Khunja Housing 
Board area, conducting sur-
prise checks in parks, aban-
doned structures and other 
identified locations. Police 
questioned several suspi-
cious individuals, rounded 
up some on apprehension of  
breach of  peace, and initi-
ated legal proceedings wher-

ever required. Officials said 
the locations were identified 
through public inputs re-
ceived on the district police 
WhatsApp helpline (87645 
31201), with residents com-
plaining that frequent move-
ment of  drug users had cre-
ated fear and insecurity in 
their neighbourhoods. “The 
purpose is not merely en-
forcement but sustained vis-
ibility,” SP Aditya said, add-
ing that senior officers lead-
ing operations on the ground 
boosts the morale of  police 
personnel while reinforcing 
public confidence in law en-
forcement.

History-sheeter Arrested for Viral Reel of Cutting Cake with Sword in Public
Video shot outside Kapasan Dargah went viral on Instagram; accused 
has 14 criminal cases, including murder, NDPS and robbery
n FAIR REPORT 
CHITTORGARH

A history-sheeter from 
Nimbahera, Shoaib Lala, 
has been arrested for mak-
ing and sharing a social me-
dia reel in which he was 
seen waving a sword and 
cutting a cake at a public 
place. Kapasan Police, 
along with Kotwali Nimba-
hera Police, Sadar Nimba-
hera Police and the DST 
team, carried out the joint 
operation. Police said the 
accused uploaded the video 
to create fear among the 
public and to build a false 
image of  himself. Superin-
tendent of  Police Dharmen-

dra Singh said the action 
was taken under a special 
campaign of  the Police 
Headquarters under the su-
pervision of  Additional SP 
Gajendra Singh Jodha and 
Kapasan Circle Officer Har-
ish Bharti. During social 
media monitoring on July 
25, police found a reel up-
loaded on Instagram from 
the account shoaibla-
la7777nimbahera on July 
11. In the video, a man was 
seen standing outside Ka-
pasan Dargah holding a 
large naked sword and wav-
ing it in public. He then 
used the sword to cut a cake 
while people around him 

cheered and encouraged 
the act. Police identified the 
man as Shoaib Lala, son of  
Deran Khan, a resident of  
Kenchi Chauraha, present-
ly living in Adarsh Colony, 
Nimbahera. He is a listed 
history-sheeter of  Kotwali 
Police Station, Nimbahera. 
A case was registered, and 
after questioning, he was 
arrested. According to po-
lice, Shoaib Lala has 14 
criminal cases registered 
against him in Rajasthan 
and Madhya Pradesh. 
These include cases of  mur-
der, attempt to murder, of-
fences under the NDPS Act, 
obstruction of  government 

work, assault, robbery and 
the Arms Act. Police also 
said the accused runs the 
Lala Gang in the Nimba-
hera area. The gang is ac-
cused of  threatening trad-
ers, demanding extortion, 
carrying out illegal recov-
eries and assaulting people 
to spread fear in the area. 
The operation was carried 
out by SHO Sunil Sharma 
and the team of  Kapasan 
Police Station. The accused 
was detained with the help 
of  teams from Kotwali Nim-
bahera Police Station, Sad-
ar Nimbahera Police Sta-
tion and the District Special 
Team (DST).

Mobile Phone Found in 
Milk Packet Inside 

Chittorgarh District Jail
Phone recovered two 
days after viral party 
videos; case 
registered, police 
begin investigation

n FAIR REPORT 
CHITTORGARH
A mobile phone has been 
found inside Chittor-
garh District Jail, rais-
ing fresh questions over 
jail security. The phone 
was recovered from a 
milk packet two days af-
ter videos of  inmates 
celebrating a party in-
side the jail went viral. 
The jail administration 
has treated it as a seri-
ous security lapse and 
filed a case at Kotwali 
Police Station. Accord-
ing to officials, the mo-
bile phone was found 
near the iron grill wall 
close to the last two toi-
lets between Barrack 
No. 8 and 9 of  B-Ward. 
The phone was wrapped 
in a plastic cover, and its 
battery was also found 
separately. Jail guard Si-
taram Bairwa seized the 
phone from the spot. Af-
ter completing the sei-
zure process, a report 
was prepared and sent 
by the Jail Superinten-
dent to Kotwali Police 
Station. Based on the 
complaint filed by jail 

guard Vederam, police 
registered a case and 
took the recovered 
phone into custody. Po-
lice deposited the phone 
in the police storeroom 
and registered a case un-
der Section 42 of  the Ra-
jasthan Prisons Act, 
2015. The phone’s call 
details and other techni-
cal data will also be ex-
amined to find out who 
used it and how it 
reached inside the jail. 
Two days earlier, three 
videos from inside the 
district jail had gone vi-
ral. The videos showed 
accused in the Ajayraj 
murder case enjoying a 
feast, eating dal-baati 
and dancing inside the 
jail. After the videos sur-
faced, questions were 
raised over the function-
ing of  the jail adminis-
tration, with allegations 
that some inmates were 
receiving special facili-
ties and VIP treatment. 
The recovery of  another 
mobile phone during the 
search has raised fresh 
concerns about jail secu-
rity. Investigating agen-
cies will now find out 
how the banned phone 
entered the jail, who 
brought it inside, and 
where the security lapse 
occurred.

‘His Resignation Was 
Snatched by India’s Youth’: 

Congress Escalates 
Attack on Centre, 

Demands Amit 
Shah’s Apology

n FAIR REPORT 
NEW DELHI
The political battle over 
Union Education Minister 
Dharmendra Pradhan’s 
resignation intensified on 
Sunday, with Congress 
leader Pawan Khera 
launching a blistering at-
tack on the Narendra 
Modi government, claim-
ing that the minister did 
not resign voluntarily but 
was forced out by mount-
ing public outrage led by 
India’s youth.

Addressing the media, 
Khera said, “Nobody 
asked him to resign; his 
resignation was snatched 
by the youth of  this coun-
try. Our compliments to 
the youth.” He argued that 
sustained protests and 
public pressure had com-
pelled the government to 
act, portraying the resig-
nation as a victory for 
student-led democratic 
resistance rather than an 
administrative decision.

The Congress leader 
did not stop there. Turn-
ing his fire on Union 
Home Minister Amit 
Shah, Khera demanded an 
unconditional public apol-
ogy over the alleged police 
crackdown on protesting 

students and youth. He ac-
cused the Centre of  re-
sponding to legitimate 
democratic dissent with 
force instead of  account-
ability.

The remarks are ex-
pected to further sharpen 
the political confrontation 
between the ruling BJP 
and the Opposition, with 
the Congress seeking to 
project the episode as evi-
dence of  growing public 
discontent among young 
Indians.

The BJP, however, has 
consistently rejected the 
Opposition’s allegations, 
maintaining that its ac-
tions have been guided by 
due process and that law 
enforcement agencies 
acted within the frame-
work of  the law.

As the political rheto-
ric escalates, the contro-
versy has evolved beyond 
the question of  one minis-
ter’s exit. It has become a 
larger contest over ac-
countability, youth par-
ticipation in democracy 
and the government’s 
handling of  public pro-
tests—issues that are 
likely to dominate the na-
tional political discourse 
in the days ahead.

Tonk Police Bust Interstate Cyber 
Fraud Syndicate; Four Held for 

Running Fake Telegram Trading Scam
n FAIR REPORT 
JAIPUR

In a major breakthrough 
against organised cyber-
crime, the Tonk Police have 
dismantled an interstate 
cyber fraud syndicate that 
allegedly duped victims 
across multiple states by 
operating fake Telegram 
investment channels prom-
ising extraordinary re-
turns through forex trad-
ing and gaming applica-
tions.

Four accused have been 
arrested, while investiga-
tors have seized a Mahin-
dra Scorpio S-11 allegedly 
purchased using proceeds 
of  crime, a laptop, eight 
mobile phones, bank pass-
books, cheque books and 
₹15,150 in cash. According 
to Superintendent of  Po-
lice Roshan Meena, the ac-
tion was carried out as part 
of  a statewide drive against 
cybercrime launched on 
the directions of  the Police 
Headquarters. The opera-
tion was executed under 
the supervision of  Addi-
tional SP Ratanlal Bharga-
va and Circle Officer Mrit-
yunjay Mishra by a team 
led by Sadar SHO Ankesh 
Kumar and DST in-charge 
Sub-Inspector Om Prakash.

Nationwide Network 
Under Scanner

Interrogation of  the ac-
cused suggests the syndi-
cate operated beyond Ra-
jasthan, targeting victims 
across the country through 
social media and encrypted 
messaging platforms. Po-
lice are now examining as-
sociated bank accounts, 
mobile numbers, digital 
devices and other possible 
members of  the network.

The arrested accused 
have been identified as 
Rishabh Meena of  Mauk-
pura (Uniara), Ramkesh 
Prajapat of  Dhikolia (Uni-
ara), Ganesh Prajapat of  
Parli (Aligarh) and Rakesh 
Meena of  Nawabpura (Me-
handwas).

The investigation is con-
tinuing, with officials ex-
pecting further arrests as 
forensic analysis of  the 
seized electronic devices 
and financial records pro-
gresses.

The operation under-
scores the growing sophis-
tication of  cyber fraud net-
works that increasingly 
exploit messaging plat-
forms to lure investors 
with unrealistic returns, 
reinforcing the need for 

Fake Telegram Channels Used to Lure Investors
The preliminary investigation revealed that the accused 
operated fraudulent Telegram channels under names 
such as GTMOFX ID, Forex Team, Gold Trader and 
Vicky Trade. Through these channels, unsuspecting us-
ers were enticed with promises of  quick and substantial 
profits by investing in forex trading and gaming plat-
forms. Victims were persuaded to transfer money into 
multiple bank accounts controlled by the syndicate, after 
which the promised returns never materialised.

Digital Trail Spans 12 Complaints
Police said the bank accounts linked to the racket have 
already surfaced in 12 complaints registered on the 
National Cyber Crime Reporting (NCRP) portal, indi-
cating that the fraud network may have targeted vic-
tims across several states. Investigators are now trac-
ing the complete money trail to identify the extent of  
the financial transactions and locate additional benefi-
ciaries.

Hat-trick queen: Mirabai smashes 
CWG records for third straight 

gold; Rishikanta, Raja secure silver
n FAIR REPORT 
NEW DELHI

Mirabai Chanu reminded 
the world why she remains 
the undisputed queen of  
Indian weightlifting, deliv-
ering a performance wor-
thy of  a champion clinch-
ing her third successive 
Commonwealth Games 
gold medal while Rishi-
kanta Singh and M Raja 
also secured silver medals 
here on Sunday. History 
The Indian weightlifters, a 
dominant force in the 
Commonwealth competi-
tions, delivered as expect-
ed, winning at least a med-

al in all the three weight-
lifting events on the day. 
While Mirabai fetched the 
gold in the women’s 48kg, 
there was disappointment 
for the duo of  Rishkanta 
Singh (men’s 60kg) and 
Raja (65kg) who were both 
gold contenders but signed 
off  with silver. The result 
was never really in doubt, 
the only question was how 
far Mirabai would push 
the limits. And the Ma-
nipuri superstar answered 
in emphatic style, rewrit-
ing the record books with 
a stunning display of  
strength and composure.


