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Positioning youth as the 
cornerstone of  Ra-
jasthan’s long-term devel-
opment agenda, Chief  
Minister Bhajan Lal 
Sharma on Tuesday said 
that a disciplined, value-
driven and skilled young 
population would be the 
driving force behind a 
“Developed Rajasthan.” 
Addressing students, 
young professionals and 
volunteers during the 
Sapno Ki Udaan pro-
gramme at the Chief  Min-
ister’s Residence, Sharma 
outlined the state govern-
ment’s roadmap for creat-
ing greater employment 
opportunities, strength-

ening skill development 
and fostering entrepre-
neurship.

Highlighting the pri-
orities of  the BJP-led 
“double-engine govern-
ment,” the Chief  Minis-

ter asserted that decisive 
measures to curb exami-
nation paper leaks, a re-
cord pace of  government 
recruitment, expanded 
support for startups and 
sustained investments in 

skill development were 
collectively reshaping the 
aspirations of  Ra-
jasthan’s youth.

“The future of  Ra-
jasthan will be deter-
mined by the discipline, 

character and capabili-
ties of  its young citizens,” 
Sharma said, emphasis-
ing that governance re-
forms aimed at transpar-
ency and merit-based re-
cruitment were designed 

to restore confidence 
among job aspirants.

The interaction 
brought together a di-
verse cross-section of  
young achievers, includ-
ing students, athletes, 

young professionals, 
Sambal Sakhis, NCC ca-
dets and NSS volunteers, 
reflecting the govern-
ment’s attempt to engage 
directly with the state’s 
emerging workforce.

Law and Justice Minis-
ter Jogaram Patel was 
also present during the 
event.

With Rajasthan seek-
ing to position itself  as an 
investment and innova-
tion destination, the gov-
ernment’s outreach sig-
nals a broader push to 
align education, employ-
ability and entrepreneur-
ship with the state’s long-
term economic ambi-
tions. The emphasis on 
clean recruitment pro-
cesses, startup ecosys-
tems and workforce skill-
ing is expected to remain 
central to the govern-
ment’s vision of  trans-
forming Rajasthan into a 
competitive, future-ready 
economy.

‘Disciplined Youth Will Define Rajasthan’s Future’: CM Bhajan Lal    
Sharma Unveils Vision for a Skilled, Startup-Driven Generation
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Rescue workers try to put out a fire at a mail sorting center after a 
Russian air guided bomb strike in Zaporizhzhia, Ukraine. AP/FTPIPHOTO
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n FAIR REPORT 
NEW DELHI

Congress leader Rahul 
Gandhi on Tuesday 
launched a scathing attack 
on Union Education Minis-
ter Pralhad Joshi, accusing 
him of  defending individu-
als accused of  rape and 
questioning his suitability 
to head the country’s edu-
cation system.

In a strongly worded 
statement posted on social 
media, Gandhi said, “There 
can be no filthier type of  
man than one who defends 
rapists.” He further alleged 
that Joshi’s appointment 
was “an insult to our edu-
cation system and an insult 
to every student in it.”

Referring to the large 

number of  women enrolled 
in educational institutions 
across the country, Gandhi 
said, “Crores of  young 
women study in the institu-
tions he now oversees,” 
adding that “India’s wom-

en will never accept PM 
Modi’s new Education Min-
ister.” The remarks mark a 
sharp escalation in the po-
litical confrontation be-
tween the Congress and the 
BJP, with Gandhi directly 

targeting the minister’s 
moral credibility and fit-
ness for office.

The BJP had not imme-
diately responded to Gan-
dhi’s allegations at the 
time of  writing. The con-
troversy is expected to in-
tensify political exchanges, 
with the ruling party likely 
to challenge both the sub-
stance and tone of  the Con-
gress leader’s claims.

The allegations made by 
Rahul Gandhi reflect his 
political position and have 
not been independently 
verified. Any assessment 
of  the claims would depend 
on the underlying facts, 
evidence and responses 
from the parties con-
cerned.

 Rahul Gandhi Launches Blistering 
Attack on Education Minister 
Pralhad Joshi, Says ‘India’s 
Women Will Never Accept Him’

Rousing Reception for 
Dharmendra Pradhan as 

Massive Crowd Gathers at 
Bhubaneswar Airport

n FAIR REPORT 
BHUBANESWAR

Former Union Education 
Minister Dharmendra 
Pradhan received a grand 
welcome at Bhubaneswar 
airport on Tuesday as 
hundreds of  BJP workers, 
supporters and well-wish-
ers gathered to greet the 
senior leader upon his ar-
rival.

Visuals from the air-
port showed a large crowd 
raising slogans, waving 
party flags and cheering 
Pradhan, underscoring 
his continuing political 
influence in Odisha. Party 
workers described the 
turnout as a reflection of  
his enduring connect with 
the state’s cadre and grass-
roots supporters.

The reception comes at 
a politically significant 
time, with the BJP inten-
sifying organisational ac-
tivities and public out-

reach in Odisha. Senior 
party leaders and local 
office-bearers were pre-
sent to receive Pradhan, 
who acknowledged the 
enthusiastic welcome and 
interacted briefly with 
supporters.

The show of  strength is 
being viewed as a demon-
stration of  the BJP’s or-
ganisational mobilisation 
in the state, where the 
party has sought to con-
solidate its political foot-
print through sustained 
public engagement and 
cadre-driven campaigns.

n FAIR REPORT 
NEW DELHI
Congress MP Priyanka 
Gandhi Vadra on Tues-
day launched a sharp 
political attack on 
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi during the Lok 
Sabha debate on the an-
ti-paper leak legislation, 
accusing the govern-
ment of  relying on im-
age-building exercises 
instead of  addressing 
the concerns of  millions 
of  young Indians.

Linking the issue of  
examination paper 
leaks with the govern-
ment’s outreach to Gen-
Z, Priyanka Gandhi 
questioned whether 
carefully crafted social 
media content could re-
store the confidence of  
students who have re-
peatedly faced disrup-
tions in recruitment 
and competitive exami-
nations.

“If  you want to win 
back Gen-Z’s trust, 
shooting videos from 
different camera angles 
won’t cut it,” she said, 
before delivering a 
pointed swipe at the 
Prime Minister: 
“Change the angle of  
your heart, not the angle 
of  your camera.”

The remarks come 
days after Prime Minis-
ter Modi’s selfie-style 
videos attracted nearly 
40 crore views across 
digital platforms, be-
coming a major social 
media talking point. Pri-
yanka Gandhi sought to 
contrast the govern-
ment’s online messag-
ing with what she de-
scribed as the unre-
solved anxieties of  stu-

dents affected by recur-
ring paper leak contro-
versies.

Her intervention 
transformed a legisla-
tive debate into a broad-
er political critique, ar-
guing that trust among 
young voters cannot be 
rebuilt through optics 
alone. Instead, she sug-
gested, the government 
must demonstrate ac-
countability by ensur-
ing transparent recruit-
ment systems and pro-
tecting the aspirations 
of  job seekers.

The Congress has 
consistently accused the 
BJP-led government of  
prioritising political 
branding over govern-
ance, particularly on is-
sues affecting students 
and unemployed youth. 
Priyanka Gandhi’s re-
marks echoed that line 
of  attack, framing the 
paper leak crisis as a 
test of  administrative 
credibility rather than 
communication strate-
gy.

The government had 
not formally responded to 
her comments at the time 
of  writing. Meanwhile, 
the debate on the anti-pa-
per leak Bill continued in 
Parliament, with the Op-
position expected to in-
tensify its scrutiny of  the 
legislation’s enforcement 
framework and its ability 
to deter future examina-
tion fraud. Priyanka Gan-
dhi’s remarks are politi-
cal criticism made on the 
floor of  Parliament. The 
government has not yet 
issued a response, and the 
broader policy debate 
over examination re-
forms remains ongoing.

‘Change Your Heart’s Angle, 
Not Your Camera’s’: 

Priyanka Gandhi Targets 
PM Modi Over Selfie 
Videos in Lok Sabha
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PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi 

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday pulled up the CBI
and Delhi Police’s Economic
Offence Wing (EoW) for being
silent on allegations of
dubious transactions involv-
ing Indiabulls Housing
Finance Limited (IHFL),
terming their conduct “shock-
ing” and saying it appeared to
be a “case of quid pro quo”.
In July 2024, the tainted
company changed its name
to Sammaan Capital Limited
and changed the sharehold-
ing pattern.

A bench of Chief Justice
Surya Kant and Justices
Joymalya Bagchi and V
Mohana criticised the Central
Bureau of Investigation (CBI)
for neither taking a final call
on registering a regular case
despite earlier directions nor
filing a status report on the
investigation carried out 
so far.

“Owing to the negligence
of CBI and EoW of Delhi Police
in not even filing a status
report and total failure to
apprise this court about steps
taken for registration of RC
(Regular Case) for investiga-
tion, we would have sum-
moned the heads of these
agencies but for the persua-
sion of ASG SV Raju, who
assures that needful will be

done and status report will be
filed within two weeks,” the
bench said in its order.

The bench had initially
directed the presence of the
CBI director and Delhi Police
commissioner in the court
but deferred the move after
Additional Solicitor General
(ASG) Raju assured the court
that a comprehensive affi-
davit and a status report
would be filed within two
weeks.

“This is a case which is very
shocking to us. Investigating
agencies are keeping silent
on the status of investigation
in the case. Definitely this is
a case of quid pro quo. They
are completely silent... file a
status report,” CJI Kant said.

Appearing for petitioner
NGO Citizens Whistle Blowers
Forum, advocate Prashant
Bhushan said the last affidavit
filed by CBI in January had
referred to the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) and the
Securities and Exchange Board
of India (SEBI) finding instances
of siphoning of funds.

He pointed out that the
EoW had registered certain
FIRs and the CBI was consid-
ering clubbing five cases
flagged by the ED with the Yes
Bank investigation.

Bhushan also informed the
court that former Indiabulls
promoter Sameer Gehlaut
had moved to London and

argued that the matter war-
ranted the constitution of a
Special Investigation Team
(SIT).

The bench noted that no
affidavit had been filed by the
investigating agencies since
January and asked the ASG
what the probe agencies
were doing in the case.

Raju said the investigation
was continuing and that the
Serious Fraud Investigation
Office (SFIO) had taken up one
case while the EoW was
investigating four cases.

“Please give me two weeks
to file a comprehensive affi-
davit in the matter along
with a status report,” the
ASG said, adding that it has
been found that all loans
extended by Sammaan
Capital have been repaid in
full, with interest.

The CJI said, “What has

the CBI been doing from
January to July? We don’t
want to hold an investigation
against innocent persons. Let
them have the courage to say
that because money was
returned, no offence was
made out. What was EoW
doing? Does it not have the
guts to file a status report in
the case? In this case, the
conduct of CBI and EoW was
highly questionable.”

Senior advocate Abhishek
Singhvi,  appearing for
Sammaan Capital ,  said
Gehlaut has no shareholding
in the company and has
nothing to do with it. Senior
advocates Mukul Rohatgi and
Nalin Kohli, appearing along
with Singhvi, also denied any
wrongdoing.

On December 17 last year,
the top court directed the CBI
Director to take a final call

within a week on the registra-
tion of regular cases and file
a fresh compliance affidavit
on the date fixed.

Earlier, on November 19,
the court had questioned the
“reluctance” of the CBI and
SEBI to probe the allegations
of “dubious transactions”
against IHFL. It ordered the
agency director to hold a
meeting with SEBI, the SFIO
and the ED to look into the
matter.

It had also pulled up the
Ministry of Corporate Affairs
for the compounding of mul-
tiple offences committed by
IHFL, and came down heavily
on SEBI over the “double
standards” adopted by the
market regulator in different
cases over its jurisdiction to
probe into illegalities.

The NGO has alleged large-
scale irregularities in the
affairs of IHFL, claiming that
the company and its erst-
while promoters advanced
dubious loans to entities
owned by large corporate
groups, which then alleged-
ly routed the funds back into
the accounts of companies
owned by the promoters to
increase their personal
wealth.

The NGO has challenged
the February 2, 2024, order of
the High Court refusing to
order an investigation into
the matter.

SAUGAR SENGUPTA 
n Kolkata

West Bengal Chief Minister
Suvendu Adhikari formally
walked the talk against cor-
ruption, formally inaugurat-
ing on Tuesday an Artificial
Intelligence-powered control
room at State secretariat
Nabanna with four dedicated
toll-free numbers. This, in
addition to his Government
formally rolling out `5-lakh
Chief Minister’s Health
Insurance Scheme for those
who would fall short of eligi-
bility for the centrally spon-
sored Ayushman Bharat
insurance scheme.

The helpline numbers
would operate between 9 am
and 6 pm from Monday to
Saturday. The newly inaugurat-
ed helpline numbers —155334
for cut money, 155335 for syn-
dicate raj, 155337 for illegal road
taxes, 155339 for illegal distil-
leries — would allow people to
register complaints regarding
any kind of corrupt acts, includ-
ing extortion, and deficiency in
service, from delay in imple-

menting infrastructural pro-
jects to denial of Government
services.

“From now on, all the com-
plaints will directly reach me
regarding cut money, syndic
ate raj, illegal tolls or illegal
distilleries that often cause
hooch tragedies,” the Chief
Minister,  whose Home
Department on Tuesday
effected a massive reshuf-
fling in the subaltern section
of the police and executive
administration, said.

About 99 Block
Development Officers, 31
Police Inspectors and 8
inspectors of women’s police

stations were on Tuesday
shuffled out, sources said.

The helpline numbers are
comparable to a similar ini-
tiative by the previous
Mamata Banerjee
Government, which had
launched a Didi ke Bolo (tell
it to Didi — as Banerjee was
called) campaign in 2021 but
arguably failed to achieve its
desired ends.

Apart from starting the
helpline the Adhikari
Government on Tuesday for-
mally rolled out the
Mukhyamantri Swasthya Bima
Yojana (MMSBY) (Chief
Minsiter’s Health Insurance

Scheme), enabling the citi-
zens to avail of a cashless
health insurance package of
up to ̀ 5 lakh — “but not those
who qualify for Ayushman
Bharat or have already
enrolled in the previous
Swasthya Saathi scheme,”
sources said.

The package will be avail-
able to all members of the
family that has less than a
household income of Rs 8
lakh per annum, the Chief
Minister said. The scheme
would be valid throughout
the country, Government
sources said.

However, those who were
already enrolled in CGHS or ESI
schemes would not be eligible
for the MMSBY, sources said.
Other people who have been
excluded from the scheme are
State or Central Government
employees, pensioners under
Government health frame-
works, and 70-plus senior cit-
izens covered directly under
Ayushman Bharat. The
scheme would require
Aadhaar-based verification,
sources said.

ASHOKE RAJ  n New Delhi

India on Tuesday under-
scored its commitment to
meaningful regional collabo-
ration in South Asia while
pointing to the actions of
one member state as the
primary barrier to progress
within the South Asian
Association for Regional
Cooperation (SAARC). The
comments came in reply to
Maldivian President
Mohamed Muizzu’s recent
appeal for the group’s revival.

Speaking at a regular
media interaction, External
Affairs Ministry spokesper-
son Randhir Jaiswal stated
that New Delhi has long sup-
ported vigorous regional ties
and continues to pursue
them. He noted that people
across South Asia understand
which nation and which pat-
terns of behaviour have
obstructed SAARC’s effective-
ness, adding that genuine
cooperation depends on
mutual goodwill.

Muizzu raised the issue

during the Maldives’
Independence Day address
on Sunday. He described
SAARC as an important
vehicle for regional stability
and urged members to settle
disagreements through
talks. The Maldivian leader
also indicated his country’s
readiness to help restart
stalled meetings and, if
required, to facilitate dia-
logue between parties.

SAARC brings together
Afghanistan, Bangladesh,
Bhutan, India, the Maldives,
Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka.

Established in 1985, the
organisation last held a
summit in Kathmandu in
2014. Plans for a 2016 gather-
ing in Islamabad collapsed
after India declined to attend
in the wake of a major terror-
ist assault on an army base in
Uri  that September.
Bangladesh, Bhutan and
Afghanistan similarly stayed
away, and no summit has
convened since.

Over the past several years
India has directed greater
attention toward BIMSTEC,
viewing the Bay of Bengal

grouping as a more practical
and productive arena for
multi-sectoral cooperation.
Officials have indicated that
limited movement under
SAARC prompted this shift in
emphasis.

Bangladesh has voiced
comparable interest in reac-
tivating SAARC in recent
months, sometimes linking it
to complementary work with
BIMSTEC. India has consis-
tently maintained that any
deeper engagement requires
an environment free from
cross-border terrorism and
built on trust.

The regional body repre-
sents roughly two billion
people and a combined
economy approaching five
trillion dollars. While techni-
cal exchanges have occurred
intermittently, the prolonged
absence of leadership-level
meetings has left the organi-
sation largely dormant.
Jaiswal’s remarks reaffirmed
India’s openness to coopera-
tion provided the necessary
atmosphere of goodwill exists.

MOHIT KANDHARI 
n Jammu

Jammu and Kashmir Chief
Minister Omar Abdullah on
Tuesday ‘literally’ took a
masterclass to explain the
difference between regret
and forgiveness.

The tutorial was delivered
promptly by Omar shortly
after the former Chief Minister
and People’s Democratic
Party (PDP) president,
Mehbooba Mufti, expressed
regret over her recent
remarks at Delhi’s Jantar
Mantar, which had triggered
a political controversy.

Responding to the contro-
versy, Mehbooba Mufti said
she had attended the
protest at the request of
Kashmiri students studying
outside Jammu and
Kashmir. During an interac-
tion with journalists at
Jantar Mantar, Mufti used the
word “bahana” (excuse) to
refer to militancy, a remark
that drew criticism.

“I said that militancy
becomes a bahana (an
excuse). I did not use that
word accidentally or in
haste. I thought about it
before saying it.”

However, she said the
remark had subsequently
been interpreted differently
from what she intended.

“That single word was
blown completely out of
proportion.”

Speaking to media
persons on the sidelines of
the Mega Job Fair 2026 at
Amar Singh College, Srinagar,
Omar Abdullah said there is
a clear difference between
expressing regret and
seeking forgiveness.

She (Mehbooba Mufti) had
not issued an unconditional
apology over her controver-
sial remarks, asserting that
expressing regret with the
word “if” cannot be termed
a genuine apology.

“When someone says ‘if
anyone was hurt,’ it is not an
apology. There is a difference
between regret and forgive-
ness,” Omar said.

Omar also criticised PDP
MLA Waheed Parra over his
claim that the controversial
video was AI-generated,
saying the PDP chief herself
had now admitted that the
video was genuine.

“For five days people were
told it was AI. Today their
own party president admit-
ted she herself made those
remarks. Those who misled
the people should answer
for it,” he said.

On the PDP’s proposed
August 5 protest seeking
restoration of Article 370,
Omar said the party itself
was responsible for the

present political situation.
“If they had not brought

the BJP to power in Jammu
and Kashmir, we would not
have reached this stage. If
they now realise their
mistake and want to rectify
it, that is their decision,”
Omar Abdullah said.

Addressing a press confer-
ence in Srinagar during the
day, Mehbooba also clarified
she never claimed that the
video was fake or AI-gener-
ated and made it clear that
her statement had been mis-
construed because of an
incomplete expression
made in haste while speak-
ing to several journalists.

She said she has dedicat-
ed nearly three decades of
her life to the people of
Jammu and Kashmir and
has never sought personal
gain through politics, adding
that whatever she has
earned is the trust and affec-
tion of the people.

“If my words have hurt the
sentiments of the people of

Jammu and Kashmir, I sin-
cerely apologise. The people
here consider me their own,
and if they have been pained
because of my remarks, I
express my regret,” she said.

Mehbooba accused polit-
ical opponents of attempt-
ing to exploit the controver-
sy for political gains and
alleged that her remarks
were deliberately projected
out of context to damage
her credibility.

She further said despite
facing political and person-
al pressures over the years,
including actions against
members of her family after
2019, she has continued to
raise issues concerning the
rights and dignity of the
people of Jammu and
Kashmir.

Reiterating her stand, the
PDP president said her polit-
ical struggle has always
remained focused on safe-
guarding the interests of
Jammu and Kashmir and
serving its people.

PRAMOD KUMAR SINGH 
n New Delhi

The Ministry of Home Affairs
(MHA) has approved tem-
porary promotions to
address the officer shortage
in Ladakh. Eligible officials
will fill vacant Group ‘B’
Gazetted Administrative
Service posts. Announced
on July 27,  2026, this tempo-
rary measure aims to
improve governance in the
region.

The MHA explained that
while a permanent system
for regular promotions is
being developed, the Union
Territory Administration can
use temporary appointments
to fill current vacancies. This
short-term solution should
quickly help departments
facing staff shortages and
give officials who have been
waiting for promotions a
chance to move forward.

This approval came after
Lieutenant Governor (LG)
Vinai Kumar Saxena person-
ally raised the issue with the
Ministry. He pointed out that
regular promotions have

been delayed because the
necessary Recruitment Rules
have not yet been
announced. Because of this,
many departments have had
fewer officers, slowing deci-
sion-making and affecting
public services.

After the Ministry’s
approval, LG Saxena said the
decision would strengthen
governance in Ladakh and
support the career goals of
deserving officials. “It will
help overcome the shortage
of Gazetted officers, improve
administrative efficiency and
ensure uninterrupted deliv-
ery of public services,” he
said. He has asked the Chief
Secretary to start the promo-

tion process immediately so
the benefits reach people as
soon as possible.

Officials say the shortage
has been especially notice-
able in field administration,
where gazetted officers are
key to coordination, supervi-
sion, and the timely imple-
mentation of schemes. By
letting eligible candidates
take on these roles temporar-
ily, the administration expects
smoother operations, faster
approvals, and better service
for people in Leh, Kargil, and
other remote areas.

The MHA has stipulated
that all such promotions
must strictly adhere to the
guidelines. The Ministry has

said that all promotions
must follow the rules set out
in the Department of
Personnel and Training’s
Office Memorandum dated 3
April 2013, as updated.
Candidates must meet the
eligibility criteria to ensure
a fair  and transparent
process. Once these tempo-
rary promotions are in place,
they should bring new talent
into important administra-
tive roles, help keep gover-
nance running smoothly,
speed up decisions, and
improve public services in
the Union Territory.

The ultimate goal, the
present measure offers a
practical bridge that bal-
ances administrative exi-
gencies with the career pro-
gression of officials who
have been waiting for years.
The step marks a significant
intervention by the Centre in
response to the ground real-
ities of Ladakh’s adminis-
trative setup. It reflects the
priority being accorded to
strengthening institutions
in the strategically important
Union Territory.

India blames Pakistan for SAARC
stagnation amid Maldives push

External Affairs Ministry spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal 

MHA approves ad hoc promotions to
ease officer shortage in Ladakh

SC slams CBI, Delhi Police over silence in Indiabulls probe President Murmu’s 300 gifts to be 
e-auctioned beginning from August 5
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

As many as 300 gifts, including a memento
in honour of Operation Sindoor, received by
President Droupadi Murmu will be e-auc-
tioned from August 5.

Launched on Tuesday to mark the occa-
sion of the successful completion of four
years of Murmu’s presidency, this initiative
reflects the enduring spirit of public service,
inclusivity, and shared national responsibil-
ity, the Rashtrapati Bhavan said. Murmu (68)
was sworn in as the 15th President on July
25, 2022, making her the country’s first tribal
head of state.

“On completion of four years of her
Presidency, President Droupadi Murmu
launched the third edition of e-Upahaar, fea-
turing 300 curated presidential gifts for
public auction. The auction will be open
from 5 August to 5 September 2026. All pro-
ceeds from the auction will be used to
support social causes,” the Rashtrapati
Bhavan said in a post on social media on
Tuesday.

These are far more than ceremonial gifts
and they are expressions of affection, respect,
and goodwill, reflecting India’s extraordinary
cultural diversity, artistic excellence, and the
collective aspirations of its people, read a
booklet on the e-auction of the presidential
gift collection.

“Every artefact carries a unique story of
a place, a tradition, a community, or a mem-
orable moment in the nation’s journey,” 
it said.

One of the items on the auction is a
“memento in honouring Operation Sindoor”.

“This golden, hued memento symbolises
national strength, pride, and unwavering
resolve,” it said.

It stands as a living tribute to the Indian Air
Force’s valour and commitment to national
defence, inspiring future generations with
ideals of bravery, honour, and patriotism, the
description reads.

Another item on auction is “103 LVM3 (for-
merly GSLV MK III) launch vehicle replica”,
symbolising India’s space achievements,
technological excellence and self-reliance.

The Launch Vehicle Mark 3 (LVM3), earlier
known as the Geosynchronous Satellite
Launch Vehicle Mark III (GSLV Mk III), is ISRO’s
most powerful heavy lift space launch
vehicle.

It can carry up to 4,000 kilograms into
Geosynchronous Transfer Orbit and up to
8,000 kilograms into low earth orbit.

A painting of Mahayogi Guru Gorakhnath
Ji, replica of Shri Tripureshwari Devi temple
(in Tripura), Rajasthani miniature painting and
a framed painting of Gautam Buddha are also
among the selected gifts to be made available
on auction.

Omar hits out at Mehbooba: ‘If’ is not a genuine apology

Jammu and Kashmir CM Omar Abdullah during a job fair at Desh Bhagat University in Srinagar on Tuesday PTI

West Bengal launches anti-corruption helplines

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

From avalanches in the Himalayas to
industrial and man-made disasters in
urban centres, India’s mobile-based
disaster alert system issues geo-target-
ed warnings in regional languages that
reach users across all mobile networks,
including those in remote and vulner-
able areas, the Government informed
the Lok Sabha on Tuesday.

In a written response, Minister of State
for Home Nityanand Rai said that the

Cell Broadcast Alert System is used to
provide timely warnings for disasters
with very short lead time, including
cyclones, tsunamis, heavy rainfall, light-

ning, flash floods, thunderstorms, hail-
storms, avalanches, cloudbursts and
industrial or man-made disasters,
besides other events requiring immedi-
ate public alerting.

Warning-generating agencies
provide geo-targeted warnings, which
are then disseminated to people in the
affected areas.

Rai said the system operates through
the Integrated Alert System based on the
Common Alerting Protocol (CAP), imple-
mented by the National Disaster
Management Authority (NDMA).

Mobile disaster alerts reach all networks, remote areas: Govt

Minister of State for Home Nityanand Rai 

West Bengal CM Suvendu Adhikari during a felicitation ceremony for 100
NEET toppers from the State in Howrah PTI
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PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
n New Delhi

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi needs to change his
“dil ka angle” instead of
camera angles if he wants to
win over the Gen Z, Congress
leader Priyanka Gandhi told
Parliament Tuesday in a
sharp barb over his
Instagram outreach to
student protesters last week.

Priyanka Gandhi also
launched a stinging attack
on the Government over the
lathi-charge on students,
saying every ‘lathi’ blow on
any boy or girl, hurt the
Government’s prestige more
than the backs of the students.
“Why was it necessary to fire
tear gas shells at students, to
rain lathis on them?Why was
it necessary — to humiliate
young girls by tearing their
clothes, to have them beaten
mercilessly? Why was it nec-
essary to fire pellet guns and
AK-47s at the country’s youth?
Are they terrorists,” the
Congress general secretary
asked, participating in a dis-
cussion in Lok Sabha on ‘The
Public Examination
(Prevention of Unfair Means)
Amendment Bill 2026’.

“Today, these questions
are being asked not just by
the Congress party, but by
the entire nation, and the
responsibility to answer
them lies with the
Government. Why does this
Government fear the
country’s youth? Who gave
it the right to suppress their
voices,” she said.

Priyanka Gandhi also dis-
missed the Government’s
announcement of setting
up fast-track courts to deal
with paper leaks, saying fast
track courts already have a
very poor record. “Blaming

the opposition in
Parliament, playing hollow
political games won’t work.
If the prime minister wants
to win over the Gen Z, then
making videos with different
camera angles will not help.
The prime minister needs to
change his ‘dil ka angle’,
not the angle of cameras,”
she said. “This new genera-
tion is aware and has an
immense capacity to recog-
nize lies. To win their hearts,
PM Modi will have to step
onto the path of truth,”
Priyanka Gandhi said.

Under Modi’s governance,
grave “injustice and barbar-
ity” has been done to the
youth, she alleged.

“Accept this truth, take
responsibility, take concrete
steps, and consult experts
and take all stakeholders
along to prepare a new edu-
cation system after deep
consultations...PM Modi will
have to take steps to create
employment. Education and
healthcare must expand in
the country, so that chil-
dren can dream of a bright
future,” she said.

In her 29-minute speech,
Priyanka Gandhi also said
students can be removed
from the streets, but not
their questions. “Every ‘lathi’
blow on any boy or girl,

hurt the Government’s pres-
tige more than the backs of
the students. The youth of
the country are demanding
justice’?not charity. They
had come not to topple the
Government, but to redeem
their trust,” she said.

Home Minister Amit Shah
and Modi will have to answer
who gave the order to attack
the children with pellet guns,
she asked and added that
the question is being asked
by the entire country.

Talking about her visit to
RML hospital last week to
meet a young woman
injured in the protests and
the interaction with her
mother, Priyanka Gandhi
asked Modi and Shah as to
what was the need for sup-
pressing an innocent little
girl, humiliating girls and
tearing their clothes, unleash-
ing tear gas, pellet guns, and
AK-47s on students.

Priyanka Gandhi said the
demand of the protesting
students was that action
should be taken against
those who leaked exam
papers, reform of education
system, education minister
Dharmendra Pradhan should
resign, and action should
be taken against those who
brutalized students, and an
apology be issued.

Change dil ka angle, not
camera angle: Priyanka PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 

n New Delhi

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh on Tuesday here
unveiled two significant
policy reforms for the Indian
Coast Guard (ICG) aimed at
promoting gender parity in
the induction and service
conditions of officers, and
streamlining the administra-
tive procedures for granting
ex gratia to the families of
personnel reported missing
at sea while on duty.

The first policy directive
establishes a comprehensive,
women-centric approach by
ushering in a gender-neutral
framework for the induction
of officers into the ICG. 

The highlights of the policy
include induction of women
candidates into both Short
Service Appointments (SSA)

and Permanent
Appointments (PA) at par
with their male counterparts.
SSA has also been opened for
male candidates.

The policy ensures equal
opportunities for career pro-
gression, commencing right
from the ab-initio training

phase.  The existing PA
women officers shall also be
considered for promotion to
higher positions subject to
fulfilment of eligibility condi-
tions. The existing serving
women officers on SSA will
also be provided an option to
convert their service to a PA,

subject to the fulfilment of
stipulated conditions. This
progressive step reflects the
Government’s commitment
to Nari Shakti and equal
opportunity in the nation’s
maritime security apparatus.

The second policy reform
brings relief and administra-
tive ease to the Next of Kin
(NoK) of the personnel who
unfortunately go missing at
sea in the line of duty. The key
highlights of the policy
include the authority to
declare an ICG personnel
missing at sea while on duty
as ‘presumed dead’ for the
purpose of ex-gratia. 

The reform significantly
eases and accelerates the
process for the grant of ex-
gratia compensation and ter-
minal benefits to the NoK.

This measure ensures that
the families of brave person-

nel are not subjected to
prolonged administrative 
delays during times of 
mental trauma. 

Lauding the ICG for its
exemplary service over the
past five decades, Rajnath
Singh exuded confidence that
these forward-looking poli-
cies will further strengthen
the morale and operational
efficacy of the force as it
marches toward its Swarnim
Jayanti (Golden Jubilee) 
in 2027. 

He reaffirmed Prime
Minister Narendra Modi-led
Government’s resolve to
strengthen the ICG as a
modern, capable and future-
ready maritime force.
Defence Secretary Rajesh
Kumar Singh, DG ICG Director
General Paramesh Sivamani
and other senior officials
attended the event.

Rajnath unveils policy reforms for ICG

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh during the unveiling of two policy reforms for
the Indian Coast Guard (ICG) in New Delhi PTI

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n New Delhi

The BJP on Tuesday said the Supreme
Court’s interim order on petitions
related to protests over the alleged
NEET paper leak draws a clear distinc-
tion between genuine student protest-
ers and those involved in violence,
stressing that while “dissent is okay,
danga (riot) is not”.

The remarks came after the Supreme
Court directed authorities not to take
coercive action against protesters
while continuing investigation in FIRs
and to release those under 18 years of
age, provided they have no criminal
records. It also asked authorities to pre-
serve electronic and digital evidence
relating to the recent nationwide stir
over the NEET paper leak.

“The allegations prima facie warrant
consideration of a fair and independent
probe, which must also address the con-
cerns of families of over 200 injured
police personnel,” a bench headed by
Chief Justice of India Surya Kant
observed, while hearing a batch of peti-

tions alleging police brutality during the
demonstrations.BJP national spokesper-
son Shehzaad Poonawalla said the
Supreme Court has dealt with the matter
in a “mature” and “sensitive” manner.
“SC has weighed in very maturely and
sensitively. It must be welcomed by all,”
he said in a post on social media.

“Students and arsonists or rioters are
different. Students must be protected.
Arsonists cannot. The court says this.
Dissent is okay, danga (riot) is not.
Students, okay; arsonists, not. Protests

are okay; provocation is not,” he said.
Poonawalla asserted that the

Government is already committed to
ensuring that no cases are pursued
against genuine protesters.

“But cases will continue for arsonists.
There can be no blanket suraksha
kawach (protection shield) for those
who assault, molest, etc with estab-
lished criminal antecedents,” he added.

Citing CJI’s observations, Poonawalla
also said the court has noted that the
allegations “prima facie warrant con-
sideration of a fair and independent
probe, which must also address the
concerns of families of over 200-250
injured police personnel.”

The bench, also including Justices
Joymalya Bagchi and V Mohana, direct-
ed all States where protests were held
to preserve CCTV footage, drone record-
ings, body-camera footage, wireless
communication records, PCR logs and
other digital evidence pertaining to the
protests.  It also ordered that any digital
data collected on protesters be preserved
but not brought into the public domain.

Students must be protected, not arsonists: BJP

TONY DAS n Guwahati

Assam’s flood situation improved
with no fresh fatalities reported,
the number of affected people
decreasing to 4.45 lakh and water
levels receding in several districts,
officials said on Tuesday. A central
team visited Sivasagar, one of the
worst-hit districts in the current
wave of floods, and reviewed the
situation in the eastern parts of the
state, they said. 

The toll is currently at 68 with no
fresh deaths recorded and no
person was reported missing, an
official bulletin said. The officials said
Sivasagar, Golaghat, Charaideo,
Jorhat, Nagaon and Kamrup
(Metropolitan) continued to be
impacted by the floods, but the
number of people hit by the deluge
decreased to 4.45 lakh.  Charaideo
remained the worst-hit district,
where 1.88 lakh people remained
affected, followed by Sivasagar (1.44
lakh) and Jorhat (74,458). 

Till Sunday, the number of affect-
ed people was over 5.24 lakh
across five districts. Altogether 90
relief camps remained opera-

tional, sheltering 28,695 displaced
people. Additionally, 94 relief dis-
tribution centres were also func-
tional, the bulletin said. The
Dhansiri (S) river was flowing
above the danger level at

Numaligarh in Golaghat district.
Multiple agencies, including the
NDRF, SDRF and civil defence per-
sonnel, are carrying out the rescue
and relief operations. A total crop
area of 37,139.52 hectares was still

submerged, while damage to
houses, roads and other infra-
structure was reported from
various parts of the affected dis-
tricts, the officials said.

Chief Minister  thanked Prime
Minister Narendra Modi for his
“personal attention” to the Assam
flood, which has claimed 68 lives
so far while over 4.45 lakh people
continue to reel under the deluge.
He said the state Government has
been able to reach all affected vil-
lages and was working on a war
footing to provide relief to the
flood-hit population.

PM Modi on Tuesday held a
meeting with Union Ministers and
BJP MPs belonging to Assam at the
Parliament House complex to
review the state’s flood situation and
later said on X the Centre was
working closely with the Assam
Government in providing relief to
the affected people. A five-member
central team led by MHA Joint
Secretary M Ramachandrudu visited
Sivasagar on Monday to review
Upper Assam’s flood situation with
state ministers Keshab Mahanta
and Bimal Borah, and local officials

accompanying them.  Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma, in a social
media post, said power restoration
work was going on in a phased
manner. 

“Since this morning, the number
of families without power has
declined by another 25 per cent. As
floodwaters continue to recede,
power supply is being restored
across more affected areas. I will
continue to share regular updates
and keep you posted until power
is restored to every affected house-
hold,” he said in the post late on
Monday evening.

Sarma also said that with water
receding, disinfection and fogging
drives across villages have been
started to prevent the outbreak of
any disease. Water Resources
Minister Susanta Borgohain said
steps were being taken to bury
livestock and animals killed in
the deluge. “The recent floods in
Assam have sadly claimed the
lives of many livestock. To prevent
water contamination and the
spread of diseases, the deceased
animals are being buried and dis-
posed of scientifically,” he said.

Assam flood situation improves with receding water levels, no fresh deaths

Assam CM Dr. Himanta Biswa Sarma chaired a review meeting with Ministers, MLAs,
District Commissioners and senior officials to review the prevailing flood situation and the
ongoing relief and rehabilitation measure PIONEER PHOTO

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
n Chandigarh

Punjab Finance Minister
Harpal Singh Cheema on
Tuesday rejected the
Opposition’s charge of a
paper leak in the State, claim-
ing that it is trying to spread
lies against the AAP
Government.

Addressing the media here,
Cheema said there has been
no paper leak in the past four
years of  the Bhagwant 
Mann Government.

Opposition parties have
been attacking the Mann
Government over the issue of
a cheating racket detected
recently in a pharmacy officer
recruitment exam and are
demanding the resignation of
Education Minister Harjot
Singh Bains and Health
Minister Balbir Singh.

On July 19, Punjab Police
dismantled a highly sophisti-
cated, interstate cheating
racket operating during the
pharmacy officer examina-
tion. A total of seven key
conspirators and 28 candi-
dates were held. Police also
recovered 27 battery-oper-
ated wireless cheating
devices.

Cheema said, “There has
not been a single case of
paper leak in Punjab.
Opposition parties are trying
to mislead our youths.”

Referring to the pharmacy
officer exam, the minister
said some youths in the exam
were caught cheating using
electronic means.

No paper leak
case in Punjab,
Opposition
lying: Cheema 

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
n New Delhi

A Parliamentary panel has
summoned representatives
of major social media plat-
forms, including Instagram,
along with officials of the
ministries of Electronics and
Information Technology
(MeitY) and Home Affairs, on
August 3 to discuss regula-
tion of social media and
digital platforms.

BJP MP Nishikant Dubey,
who chairs the Parliamentary
Standing Committee on
Communications and
Information Technology, said
the panel has called represen-
tatives of Meta (Facebook,
Instagram and WhatsApp),
Google, X (formerly Twitter)
and Snapchat on August 3 
to explain how they protect
the privacy of women, chil-
dren, farmers, rural residents,
labourers and the 
general public, and ensure
public order.

The meeting comes days
after social media, particular-
ly Instagram, was extensive-
ly used by the Cockroach
Janta Party (CJP) to publicise
and mobilise participants for
its student protest at Jantar
Mantar. The demonstrations,
which were held over the
NEET-UG paper leak and
other issues, drew wide-
spread attention online, with
videos, reels and live updates
from the protest sites being
shared across social media
platforms.

According to the notice
issued on Tuesday, the
agenda includes a “briefing
by the representatives of (i)
Ministry of Electronics and
Information Technology
(MeitY); (ii) Ministry of Home
Affairs; and (iii) Social and
Digital Media Platforms —
Snapchat, Google, X (former-
ly Twitter), Meta (Facebook
and Instagram) on the subject
‘Social and digital platforms
and their regulation’.”

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
n New Delhi

More than 21 crore people
have been screened for viral
hepatitis and over six lakh
patients have received free
treatment under the National
Viral  Hepatitis Control
Programme (NVHCP), the
Union Health Ministry said 
on Tuesday.

Marking World Hepatitis
Day and eight years of the pro-
gramme, Union Minister of
State for Health Anupriya Patel
called for a “Hepatitis-Mukt
Bharat” and urged the Centre,
states and other stakeholders
to intensify efforts to eliminate
viral hepatitis by 2030 in line
with the Sustainable
Development Goals.

Patel said India is among
the few countries providing
free treatment for Hepatitis C
and free management of
Hepatitis B — a serious liver
infection caused by a virus.

She said the cost of medi-
cines has been reduced to
less than a dollar and quality
diagnostics are being made
increasingly accessible to
facilitate early diagnosis and
timely treatment.

Highlighting the pro-

gramme’s expansion, Patel
said screening and treatment
services are now available
through the country’s
network of over 1.85 lakh
Ayushman Arogya Mandirs,
taking hepatitis care closer to
communities.

She said the Hepatitis B
vaccine, introduced under
the Universal Immunisation
Programme in 2011, has
achieved more than 92 per
cent birth-dose coverage.

The minister, however, said
only around 65 per cent of
pregnant women are cur-
rently being screened for
Hepatitis B and urged states
and Union Territories to
achieve 100 per cent screen-
ing to ensure timely admin-
istration of the Hepatitis B
birth dose and Hepatitis B

Immunoglobulin (HBIG) for
newborns of infected
mothers.

Calling Hepatitis B and
Hepatitis C “silent killers”,
Patel stressed the need to
vaccinate healthcare
workers, strengthen inter-
ventions among high-risk
groups and create greater
public awareness about free
testing and treatment ser-
vices available at
Government health facilities.

Union Health Secretary
Punya Salila Srivastava said
the programme has estab-
l ished 1 , 153  treatment
centres, surpassing the
target of one treatment
centre in every district,
including more than 70 spe-
cialised centres providing
advanced care.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n Srinagar

People’s Democratic Party (PDP) chief
Mehbooba Mufti  on Tuesday
announced that her party would hold
peaceful protests at district head-
quarters across Jammu and Kashmir
on August 5 to press for the restora-
tion of Article 370 and “resolution of
the Kashmir issue”.

The Centre revoked J&K’s special
status by abrogating Article 370 of the
Constitution on August 5, 2019.

“All our people, who are sitting here,
will hold peaceful protests in their dis-
tricts on August 5 for the restoration
of Article 370, 35A, and peaceful reso-
lution of the Kashmir issue,”
Mehbooba Mufti said at a press con-
ference at the party headquarters
here on the occasion of the PDP’s 27th
foundation day.

The announcement comes close on
the heels of National Conference
president Farooq Abdullah, Jammu
and Kashmir Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah, ministers, MLAs and party
workers holding a protest in the
national capital on July 20, demand-
ing the immediate restoration of
statehood to the Union Territory.

Mehbooba Mufti, the former chief
minister, said that August 5 was the
day “everything was stripped from us”.

She said the party, on its foundation
day, has passed a resolution including
on “resolution of Kashmir issue”.

“The party hereby resolves to reaf-

firm its belief in ‘peace with dignity’
as the only sustainable path towards
lasting peace, through dialogue, rec-
onciliation, confidence-building and
meaningful democratic engagement
among all stakeholders,” the resolu-
tion read.

She said PDP is committed to
“peaceful resolution of the Kashmir
issue”, alongside the restoration of
Article 370, Article 35A, “our identity,
and statehood”.

“PDP remains committed to this
cause. We will continue our struggle,
and God willing, we will achieve it,”
she said.

Mehbooba Mufti said her father
and PDP founder  Mufti Mohammad
Sayeed’s vision cannot move forward

unless Jammu and the Kashmir valley
walk together, understand each
other’s pain and sorrow and work
jointly for each other’s progress.

“We will endeavour to walk hand-
in-hand, just as the people of Kargil
and Leh in Ladakh move forward
together,” she said.

She also called for restoration of
trade and connectivity, saying J&K has
been constrained like a flower in a pot,
even as it can become a vital bridge
between Central Asia and South Asia.

“Whether across the Line of Control
(LoC) or other regional borders, we will
strive to reopen these routes for
movement and trade.

“The Muzaffarabad and Rawalakot
trade routes opened in 2005 follow-
ing our efforts were unfortunately
closed. We appeal to the Central
Government to reopen them for trade,
and also to open the Sharda Peeth cor-
ridor for our Kashmiri Pandit brothers
and sisters,” she said.

The PDP president called for the
release of political prisoners and
undertrials, and withdrawal of the
Army from areas where militancy
has reduced.

“In areas where militancy has
reduced, as the Government of India
itself frequently claims, we urge the
Central Government to relocate the
army back to barracks. This is not a
new demand; we have voiced it pre-
viously and are reiterating it today,”
she said.

21 crore screened, 6 lakh
treated for Hepatitis: Govt

Mehbooba Mufti announces protests on
August 5 for restoration of Article 370

Parliament
panel summons
Meta, X, Google
over regulation

Harpal Singh Cheema

BJP spokesperson Shehzaad Poonawalla 

Union Minister of State for Health Anupriya Patel 

BJP MP Nishikant Dubey
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Guru Purnima: The Eternal Light of 
Wisdom in an Age of Information

I n an era where in-
for mation is 
available at the 

click of  a button but 
wisdom remains rare, 
Guru Purnima stands 
as a timeless remind-
er of  the profound 
place of  the Guru in 
Sanatan tradition. It 
is not merely a festi-
val of  reverence; it is 
a celebration of  
knowledge, disci-
pline, humility and 
the sacred bond be-
tween the teacher 
and the seeker.

The Vedic tradi-
tion has always 
placed the Guru at 
the centre of  human 
evolution. The an-

cient Gurukul system 
was not only about 
academic lear ning 
but about shaping 
character, values and 
consciousness. The 
Guru was the bridge 
between knowledge 
and enlightenment, 
guiding generations 
from ignorance to-
wards wisdom.

The eter nal shloka 
beautifully captures 
this philosophy:

“ग ुर ु र ्ब ् रह ्मा  ग ुर ु र ्विष ्ण ु ः 
ग ुर ुर ्द ेवो मह ेश ्वरः।

ग ुर ु ः  साक्षात ्  पर ं  ब ् रह ्म 
तस्म ै  श ्रीग ुरव े  नमः॥”

The essence of  this 
verse is  that the 
Guru represents the 
creative force of  
lear ning, the nurtur-
ing power of  knowl-
edge and the trans-
for mative energ y 
that removes dark-
ness.

From Vedic chants 
to classical music tra-
ditions, the Guru-
Shishya parampara 
has preserved India’s 
intellectual and artis-
tic heritage for thou-

sands of  years. 
Whether it is the dis-
cipline of  Dhrupad, 
the depth of  classical 
ragas, or the spiritual 
power of  Vedic recita-
tion, every tradition 
has survived because 
Gurus passed their 
wisdom from one gen-
eration to another.

Today, when tech-
nology is transfor m-
ing education and ar-
tificial intelligence is 
expanding access to 
information, the role 
of  the Guru becomes 
even more signifi-
cant. Machines can 
provide data, but only 
a Guru can inspire 
values, curiosity and 
purpose.

Guru Pur nima re-
minds society that 
true progress is not 
measured only by 
knowledge acquired, 
but by wisdom shared. 
The Sanatan vision of  
the Guru continues to 
illuminate the path 
from the present gen-
eration to those yet to 
come.

Hemraj Tikam 
chand Tiwari
By Special Feature Desk
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Cubs of tigress Rani playing near a pond inside their enclosure at
Nahargarh Biological Park ahead of International Tiger Day on the
outskirts of Jaipur, Rajasthan PTI

IN FOCUS

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n
New Delhi

India on Tuesday said it is
coordinating with Ukrainian
authorities in the search for
two Indian seafarers who
were missing following an
attack on a merchant vessel
in Odesa port last week.

Four Indian crew
members were onboard
merchant ship MV AGN
Ragnar when it was struck
in Ukraine's Odesa port on
July 25 and two of them
were reported missing.

Two Indian crew
members of MV Ragnar
were safe and search for
two others was continu-
ing, External Affairs Ministry
spokesperson Randhir
Jaiswal said at a media
briefing. “The search is
underway for them and the

Indian side is in touch with
local authorities. We are
also in touch with the fam-
ilies of the two missing
Indian seafarers. We are
doing everything we can to

help,” he said.
In the last few months,

India has consistently
underlined the importance
to ensure the safety and
freedom of maritime navi-

gation and unimpeded
international commerce.
Jaiswal said India has a
clear position that the
Russia-Ukraine conflict
should be resolved through
dialogue and diplomacy.
“We have been very clear in
articulating to both parties,
and our partners and
friends and to others also,
that under no circum-
stances, commercial ship-
ping or seafarers or civilians
or civilian infrastructure
must be attacked,” he said.

“We have condemned
those attacks which have
happened in the Black Sea
region,” he said. Jaiswal
said six Indian vessels are
currently located west of
the Strait of Hormuz, in the
Persian Gulf, and there are
125 Indian seafarers on
board these ships. 

India coordinating with Ukraine
to trace two missing seafarers

SC bars action against
student protestors
The bench issued a slew of interim directions to
States where protests were held to preserve CCTV
footage, drone recordings, body-camera footage,
wireless communication records, PCR logs and
other digital evidence pertaining to the protests.

“Although it has already been stated at the bar
by the Solicitor General of India, on instructions,
we also, as an abundant precaution, direct that
all CCTV footage, drone footage, body-worn
camera recordings, videography, wireless com-
munication records, and PCR lodge collections
related to the students’ protest be preserved,” it
directed.  It also ordered the police authorities
to ensure that the personal information and
digital data of the protestors, collected during the
students’ protests, are preserved and are not dis-
closed to the public domain for the time being. 

The bench emphasised that the authorities may
not publish any public data/details of the protes-
tors, especially students. 

The law must take its course once there is vio-
lation of “defined protocol”, the apex court said,
adding that it will disclose details of the compo-
sition of the SIT at a later stage.

The Cockroach Janta Party (CJP)-led march on
July 20 in Delhi witnessed clashes between pro-
testers and security personnel, who used lathis
and teargas shells to disperse crowds attempt-
ing to move towards Parliament. The protests
escalated and spread to several other states.

The protesters were demanding the resigna-
tion of Union Education Minister Dharmendra
Pradhan over the NEET paper leak issue.

The agitation ended on Saturday with
Pradhan’s resignation and the Government
agreeing to the demand for compensation to the
families of those who had ended their lives and
no FIRs against the protesters.

RAF fired pellets at July
20 protests, notes Delhi...
The meeting, attended by senior Delhi Police offi-
cers, focused on the circumstances surrounding
the GD entry recorded on July 22 and the mention
of a senior Delhi Police officer’s presence in
Zone-1 near Jantar Mantar when the force was
allegedly used.

Officials said each round of plastic pellets con-
tains four plastic projectiles, which are designed
to be less injurious than metal pellets and do not
penetrate the body. It was not immediately
known whether plastic pellets were fired at any
other locations during the protest.

While the Delhi Police has publicly denied these
claims, neither the Central Reserve Police Force

(CRPF) nor the RAF has issued a detailed response
specifically on the reported use of plastic pellets. 

The issue assumed political significance after
reports emerged of protesters suffering serious
pellet injuries during the clashes. Media reports cite
at least four recorded cases, including a reporter
from Outlook magazine, who was hit by a pellet
gun. CRPF Director General GP Singh said the force
will conduct a professional post-event assessment
now that the agitation has ended. Addressing per-
sonnel on the CRPF’s 88th Raising Day, he also
assured officers and jawans that he would take
“complete responsibility” for decisions taken in the
bona fide discharge of duty.

CBI files chargesheet in
NEET leak 
They searched 92 locations across Maharashtra,
Rajasthan, Haryana, Delhi, and other states.

Investigators collected key evidence, including
digital devices, communication equipment, and
documents, during their searches. They used
forensic imaging and analysed these items to
build the case. The CBI found the source of the
leak within weeks of registering the FIR. The first
arrest was made on May 13. 

In total, 13 people have been arrested, includ-
ing three subject-matter experts from the
National Testing Agency (NTA) in Chemistry,
Biology, and Physics. Several intermediaries
who received and shared the leaked papers were
also arrested. Two people linked to coaching insti-
tutes were arrested for obtaining the leaked
papers from these experts. The investigation and
forensic work are still in progress. 

Minister returns Govt
subsidy received over...
“Bhagirath Choudhary has communicated that
he has refunded the subsidy to the bank con-
cerned under the Scheme. The bank concerned
has been directed to return the subsidy amount
to NHB,” Thakur added. The minister also stated
that the existing NHB Scheme Guidelines do not
contain any specific provision regarding conflict
of interest or recusal in respect of applications
submitted by public functionaries or their
family members. Elaborating, Thakur said the
schemes are open to all eligible applicants,
including individuals, partnerships, companies,
cooperatives and other eligible legal entities,
subject to fulfillment of the prescribed eligibil-
ity conditions. Under the schemes, he said the
project land should be owned by the applicant
or held on lease for a minimum period of ten
years, duly reflected in the revenue records.

Thakur was replying to a query by Lok Sabha
MP Abhishek Banerjee, who wanted to know
whether any serving Union Minister, Member of
Parliament, or their immediate family members
have received subsidy under schemes of the NHB
during the last five years.

The minister further provided details of
serving Union Ministers, Members of Parliament
and their immediate family members, who
have received financial assistance under the
Schemes of the NHB during the last five years.

As per the list, Lumba Ram (MP of Sirohi,
Rajasthan) in 2025 and Bhagirath Choudhary
(Union Minister of State for Agriculture and MP
of Ajmer, Rajasthan) in 2026 got the financial
assistance.

Paper leak Bill debate
opens amid Pradhan...
TMC MP Abhishek Banerjee said the amendment
Bill on paper leaks will not wash away the 12
years of the “incompetence and failure” of the
BJP-led Government even as he extended TMC’s
support to the proposed legislation. 

NDA allies TDP and Shiv Sena urged the
Government in the Lok Sabha to conduct the
NEET-UG examination multiple times a year
instead of just once, saying it would benefit stu-
dents who are unable to appear for the exam on
a specified date due to personal emergencies.
While TDP MP Lavu Sri Krishna Devarayalu said
that even if a close family member dies on the
day of the examination, a candidate has no
choice but to appear for the exam, Shiv Sena MP
Shrikant Shinde said that there is a need to
change the system of holding this exam on a
specified day only.

PM Narendra Modi
becomes world’s...
Union Minister of State for PMO Jitendra Singh
has posted clips on the introduction of the Bill
to amend the anti-paper leak law, along with
videos appealing to students to remain patient
and asserting that the Government remained
open to discussions during the protests held at
Jantar Mantar. In the case of Jitendra Singh, mul-
tiple posts have been made every day in the past
one week, as against an average of four to five
posts a week earlier.

Parliamentary Affairs Minister Kiren Rijiju has
also uploaded several videos centred on the Bill
and the paper leak issue. His posts include
excerpts from his speeches in Parliament urging
political parties to debate and support the Bill,
describing examination paper leaks as a “serious
national issue” rather than a matter of party pol-

itics. While Rijiju has been among the more
active ministers on Instagram, his activity has
also gone up substantially now to over a dozen
posts every day.

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman has
posted a video highlighting the Government’s
commitment to ensuring justice for the youth
and bringing those responsible for examination
paper leaks to justice through fast-track courts.

PM Modi on Sunday announced the constitu-
tion of a high-powered task force headed by
Infosys co-founder Nandan Nilekani to recom-
mend reforms to make the exam system
leakproof. Union Minister Piyush Goyal has sim-
ilarly  posted videos highlighting the
Government’s efforts to tackle examination
paper leaks, including the provision for fast-track
courts. Women and Child Development Minister
Annpurna Devi has used Instagram to focus on
alleged examination and recruitment paper
leaks in Jharkhand.

BJP IT department head Amit Malviya has also
been among the party’s most active voices on
Instagram during the anti-paper leak protests. 

Delhi drenched, roads
drown
The CM began the inspection from Jan Seva
Sadan and travelled by bus via Outer Ring Road
and Madhuban Chowk to the DDA Sports
Complex in Sector 33, Rohini.

“The roads of the capital are not merely a
means of transport but are also an integral part
of Delhi’s identity, making their proper main-
tenance and safety, essential. I also directed that
road widening, repairs of damaged roads, and
the filling of potholes be taken up on priority,”
the CM said.

Accompanied by senior officials, she travelled
along various routes to assess the city’s on-
ground situation during the monsoon and
review key works related to civic amenities.
During the inspection, the CM reviewed water-
logging-prone areas, the cleanliness of major
roads, and the condition of debris and garbage
accumulated along roadsides.

Relentless rain through the morning inundat-
ed several parts of the city, with waterlogging
reported from Connaught Place, Janpath, ITO,
several roads in Lutyens’ Delhi, Bharat
Mandapam Road, Barakhamba Road, Mathura
Road near ITO, Kalindi Kunj and other low-lying
areas.  Traffic congestion due to waterlogging
was also reported on NH-8 near Shankar Vihar,
Zakir Hussain Road, the Delhi Cantt-Naraina
Flyover-Mayapuri stretch, ITO, Old Rohtak Road,
the Madhuban Chowk-Netaji Subhash Place
stretch, Peeragarhi, NH-48 near AIIMS, the

Delhi-Noida Road, Kalindi Kunj and Vikas Marg,
among other arterial roads.

Continuous downpour has led to airlines
issuing travel advisories for passengers, warning
of potential flight delays at the Indira Gandhi
International (IGI) Airport. 

According to civic bodies, as many as 130 com-
plaints of waterlogging, uprooted trees and
power outages across the national capital.
The MCD said its central control room received
36 complaints between 2 pm and 6 pm, includ-
ing reports of 20 waterlogging and 16 fallen tree
complaints from several parts of the city. Delhi
Government’s PWD has received around 60
complaints of waterlogging and 15 of fallen trees,
most of which were resolved within an hour. In
the NDMC area, the civic body said it received
38 rain-related complaints, comprising 19 cases
of waterlogging, six tree falls and 13 power
outages

Govt summons Meta
after PM Modi video...
In the nearly 3-minute video, the PM had reas-
sured students that the Government viewed
paper leaks and examination irregularities with
utmost seriousness and would take strict action
against the accused.

Over the last few weeks, Meta has faced reg-
ulatory scrutiny on a number of issues. The IT
ministry issued a notice to WhatsApp earlier,
questioning the Meta-owned platform’s pro-
posed username feature, as the Government
flagged concerns that it could materially increase
online fraud, phishing, digital arrest scams, and
impersonation attacks.

The Government also slapped a stern notice
on Meta over Child Sexual Exploitative and Abuse
Material (CSEAM) in paid advertisements on
Instagram. MeitY (Ministry of Electronics and
Information Technology) ordered Instagram to
disable all ads and content promoting and facil-
itating access to CSEAM, and demanded a
detailed explanation bound to a deadline.

Just a few weeks back, Meta’s announcement
of Muse Image, which was then touted as its most
powerful AI image generator, drew criticism and
user concerns over data privacy, image scrap-
ing and consent, and the Indian Government had
said, at that point, that it will assess Meta’s Muse
AI image generator under the existing legal
framework. Subsequently, however, the social
media platform scrapped the controversial
feature, which enabled users globally to create
AI images using public Instagram accounts.
“We’ve heard the feedback that this feature
missed the mark, so it’s no longer available,” Meta
had said in a global post.

LG Sandhu lays foundation stone
for 1,500-dog Dwarka shelter

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

Lt Governor (L-G) Taranjit Singh
Sandhu on Tuesday laid the
foundation stonefor a dog
shelter with a capacity of
around 1,500 stray dogs was
laid in Delhi's Dwarka.

Spread over around 6,050
square metres in Dwarka Sector
29, the shelter will be developed
by the Municipal Corporation of
Delhi (MCD) with corporate
social responsibility (CSR) funds
from GMR Varalakshmi
Foundation, a private multina-
tional conglomerate. Officials
said construction work will
begin shortly and expected to
be completed by November
this year. BJP MP Ramvir Singh
Bidhuri, Kailash Gehlot, Mayor
PraveshWahi and other senior
officials were also present.

The L-G said the shelter
would provide facilities for the

care and rehabilitation of stray
dogs and asked the civic body
to involve animal welfare
organisations, veterinarians,
dog lovers and subject experts
so that the project is developed
in a “sustainable and compas-
sionate manner”. He also
visited Delhi's only cremation
centre for small animals and
reviewed its functioning.

Calling the project “an
example of a public-private
partnership”, the L-G said the LG
said, “This is backed by GMR
and MCD won’t have to spend
a single penny,” noting that the
shelter is being developed at
zero cost to the MCD through
CSR support extended by the
GMR Varalakshmi Foundation.

A senior MCD official had
earlier said the Dwarka shelter
is among several projects being
undertaken to strengthen the
city's stray dog management
infrastructure.

PRAMOD KUMAR SINGH n New Delhi

At least 20 people lost their lives, and
dozens were injured in Dreik Eidgah
and nearby parts of Rawalakot, during
the first phase of legislative elections
in Pakistan-occupied Jammu and
Kashmir (PoJK). Security was strict
throughout the elections. Thousands
of protesters connected to the banned
Jammu Kashmir Joint Awami Action
Committee (JKJAAC) attempted to
march. Security forces, including local
police, Punjab Rangers, and the mili-
tary, responded with live ammunition,
tear gas, and snipers.

The JKJAAC reported that Usman
Nazir, the brother of committee leader
Sardar Umar Nazir Kashmiri, was
among those killed, along with people
from Kotli, Hajira, and nearby towns.
Protesters said they saw bodies in the
streets and experienced power
outages. Electricity and phone service
were cut, and most of the region has
been without internet since early
June. Maulana Fazlur Rehman of
Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam (F) called the
Rawalakot shooting “open terrorism”
by forces “intoxicated with power”
against unarmed people asking for
their rights. He said the state failed to
address these issues before they
turned violent. Elections are taking
place in phases amid heavy security,
while sit-ins and marches continue.
JKJAAC leaders say they will keep
pushing for their demands.

Violence like this has happened
before. Protests began between June
5 and 7, 2026, after the JKJAAC was
banned under anti-terrorism laws
and the Supreme Court reserved 12 out

of 45 Legislative Assembly seats for
refugees from Indian-administered
Kashmir and their descendants living
in Pakistan. The JAAC, which includes
traders, lawyers, activists, and civil
society groups, said these reserved
seats reduce local representation and
political influence for the region’s
estimated 4 to 5 million residents.
Economic issues such as high electric-
ity bills, rising food prices, and unem-
ployment have also fuelled the move-
ment, with earlier protests reported
from 2023 to 2025.

Reacting to the developments, the
Ministry of External Affairs’ Randhir
Jaiswal said at his bi-weekly media
briefing. He reiterated that the entire
Union territories of Jammu and
Kashmir, and Ladakh, including the
areas currently under Pakistan’s
“illegal and forcible occupation”, are
parts of India.

“India’s position on this matter has
been clear, consistent, and well
known. The entire Union Territories of
Jammu and Kashmir, and Ladakh,
including the areas currently under

Pakistan’s illegal and forcible occupa-
tion, are integral and inalienable
parts of India.”

“As we have stated earlier, the
ongoing mass protests in Pakistan-
occupied Jammu and Kashmir are the
direct consequences of Pakistan’s
economic exploitation, its denial of the
people’s fundamental rights, and its
administrative oppression,” he said.
Jaiswal also responded to a question
about many Pakistani experts dis-
cussing a shared Indus Valley civilisa-
tion between India and Pakistan in the
context of the Indus Water Treaty
(IWT), and whether it was an attempt
at cultural appropriation.

“A country which has been promot-
ing cross-border terrorism, which has
been promoting religious fundamen-
talism and violence for decades,
cannot have any claim to any plural-
istic cultural legacy,” he said.

“Their abysmal track record on the
protection of minorities and their
cultural rights makes such desperate
attempts look even more phoney,” he
added.

Police officers firing tear gas in Muzaffarabad, the capital of PoJK in 2025 AP

20 people killed in PoJK poll violence
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PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
n Lucknow 

Uttar Pradesh BJP MLA
Rajeshwar Singh has pro-
posed the creation of a youth
advisory council at the State
and the national level to
enable the new generation,
especially the Gen Zs, to
become an integral part of
policymaking in specific sub-
jects of education, AI, compet-
itive exams and startups
among others. 

The four-page letter by
Singh, a former Enforcement
Directorate officer, was sent
to UP Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath and Union
Education Minister Pralhad
Joshi on Tuesday.  It comes in
the backdrop of the nation-
wide Cockroach Janata Party
(CJP) protests, largely led by
Gen Z students, following
the NEET-UG 2026 paper leak
case that led to the resigna-
tion of Dharmendra Pradhan
as the Union Education
Minister. 

Rajeshwar Singh was an
ace investigator of the
Enforcement Directorate (ED)
and a police officer of Uttar
Pradesh. He was the
Investigating Officer of high-
profile cases like the 2G Scam
and several anti-money laun-
dering cases. He left the
service and joined the BJP in
2022 and became MLA from
Sarojini Nagar, Lucknow.
According to the legislator,
the proposed Youth Advisory
Council would function like
the advisory council of
experts to the prime minister.
They would act as police
makers on subjects like youth
employment, education,
Artificial Intelligence, compet-
itive examinations, and the
digital economy.  “The next
phase of governance should
empower young people not
merely as beneficiaries of
Government programmes
but as active partners in
shaping public policy,” the
letter stated,

“The proposed council will
enable youth to share their
ideas, aspirations and expe-
riences becomes an integral
part of policy-making,” Singh,
the MLA from the Sarojini
Nagar assembly seat of
Lucknow, said. He argued
that “rapid” changes driven
by AI, technological disrup-
tion, competitive examina-

tions,  evolving labour
markets, entrepreneurship,
mental health challenges and
the digital economy require
Governments to maintain
continuous engagement with
young citizens rather than
relying on “occasional” con-
sultations.

Singh suggested that young
members between 18 and 35
years of age should be select-
ed to the proposed council
through a transparent
process. He said the proposed
council should target students
and youngsters who have
prepared for UPSC and UPPSC
exams, top performers in IIT-
JEE and NEET, students and
alumni of IITs, IIMs, AIIMS and
NLUs, and other leading global
universities, young scientists,
researchers, entrepreneurs,
innovators, sportspersons,
farmers and representatives
from aspirational districts
with at least 40 per cent rep-
resentation from women.

“The council can be asked
to submit regular ‘Youth Pulse
Reports’ to the policy-makers,
providing evidence-based
recommendations on
employment, education,
recruitment reforms, skill
development,  startups,
mental health, sports, digital
safety and AI,” he stated.

“The greatest strength of
any developed nation is its
young people. Governments
become more responsive,
innovative and future-ready
when youth are treated not
merely as beneficiaries but
as partners in policymak-
ing, and participatory gover-
nance is one of the strongest
foundations of a vibrant
democracy,” the MLA added.

He said once this proposal
is implemented in UP, the
state would become the first
in India to institutionalise a CM-
led Youth Advisory Council,
creating a governance model
that could be replicated across
the country.

BJP MLA Rajeshwar
proposes youth advisory
council for Gen Z
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Amaira Suicide Case: 

Jaipur Court Sends Neerja Modi 
School Owner, Principal to Trial, 

Keeps Institutional Accountability 
Under Spotlight

FAIR REPORT

Jaipur: In a significant de-
velopment in the alleged 
suicide of  nine-year-old 
Amaira, a Jaipur court on 
Tuesday ordered that Neer-
ja Modi School owner Sau-
rabh Modi, Principal Indu 
Dubey, teacher Punita Shar-
ma and cleaner Ramu face 
trial, rejecting attempts to 
narrow the scope of  ac-
countability in one of  the 
city’s most closely watched 
school cases.

The Court of  the Addi-
tional Chief  Judicial Magis-
trate (ACJM)-10, Jaipur 
Metropolitan, transferred 
the matter to the Children’s 
Court for trial, allowing 
proceedings against the 
school’s top management 
and staff  to continue. The 
order comes nearly nine 
months after Amaira alleg-
edly jumped from the fourth 
floor of  the school building 
on November 1, 2025, trig-
gering widespread public 
outrage and demands for 
accountability.

Family Challenges ‘Lim-
ited’ Police Investigation

The police charge sheet 
concluded that offences re-
lating to negligence, de-
struction of  evidence and 
cruelty to a child were made 

out. However, it invoked 
Section 47 of  the Juvenile 
Justice Act only against the 
class teacher, a move that 
the victim’s family argued 
shielded the school’s senior 
management from criminal 
liability.

Appearing for Amaira’s 
family, advocate Amit Shar-
ma argued that once inves-
tigators had acknowledged 
negligence and cruelty, re-
sponsibility could not stop 
at the classroom level. He 
contended that the charge 
sheet failed to identify any 
accused for allegedly abet-
ting the child’s suicide, de-
spite the circumstances 
surrounding the incident, 
and urged the court to en-
sure broader institutional 
accountability.

Representing the school 
management, senior advo-
cate Vivek Raj Bajwa chal-
lenged both the maintaina-
bility of  the proceedings 
and the family’s objections. 
He argued that the inclu-
sion of  provisions under 
the Juvenile Justice Act 
meant the matter fell out-
side the jurisdiction of  the 
magistrate’s court and 
should instead be dealt with 
under the appropriate legal 
framework.


