
Rajasthan Declares All-Out War on Drug Cartels; 
Districts Told to Identify Top Kingpins, Seize Assets

Jaipur: Signalling an un-
compromising shift from 
reactive policing to intelli-
gence-driven enforcement, 
Rajasthan has unveiled a 
sweeping anti-narcotics 
strategy aimed at disman-
tling organised drug syn-
dicates, choking their fi-
nancial networks, and ac-

celerating convictions 
under a zero-tolerance 
framework.

Chairing the State-level 
meeting of  the Narcotics 
Coordination Centre 
(NCORD), Chief  Secre-
tary V. Srinivas directed 
all enforcement agencies 
to intensify action against 
drug traffickers through 
coordinated operations, 
stronger investigations, 
and sustained inter-de-

partmental collaboration. 
The meeting reviewed the 
State’s anti-drug campaign 
and laid down a compre-
hensive action plan to curb 
narcotics trafficking and 
organised drug crime.

In one of  the most sig-
nificant directives, every 
district has been asked to 

prepare a list of  the 10 
most critical narcotics 
cases and identify five no-
torious drug kingpins for 
focused enforcement. Au-
thorities have been in-
structed to pursue strin-
gent legal action, seize as-
sets acquired through the 
drug trade, and dismantle 

the criminal ecosystem 
sustaining narcotics traf-
ficking.

Calling for uniform en-
forcement across Ra-
jasthan, the Chief  Secre-
tary directed every police 
station to intensify anti-
drug operations and con-
duct a State-wide, synchro-

nised destruction of  seized 
narcotics through a spe-
cial one-day campaign. 
The move is intended to 
reinforce transparency in 
evidence management 
while sending a strong de-
terrent message against 
the illegal drug trade.

Emphasising that suc-

cessful prosecution is as 
crucial as enforcement, 
Mr. Srinivas instructed in-
vestigators to build evi-
dence-based, legally robust 
charge sheets to ensure 
effective courtroom prose-
cution and secure swift 
convictions against habit-
ual offenders.

The State will also adopt 
the Union Government’s 
“Detect–Disrupt–Destroy” 
strategy to dismantle the 
entire narcotics supply 
chain rather than merely 
intercept drug consign-
ments. Officials were di-
rected to target trafficking 
networks through intelli-
gence-led operations and 
coordinated action across 
agencies.

Looking beyond imme-

diate enforcement, the 
government also initiated 
discussions on a Zero-Tol-
erance Drug Policy for 
2026–29, envisaging an in-
tegrated framework that 
combines strict law en-
forcement with de-addic-
tion, public awareness, 
and preventive interven-
tions. The Health, Social 
Justice and Empower-
ment, and Youth Affairs 
departments have been 
tasked with preparing a 
coordinated implementa-
tion roadmap.

To strengthen deter-
rence against organised 
crime, the Chief  Secretary 
ordered the expeditious 
auction of  vehicles seized 
during narcotics investi-
gations and directed au-

thorities to prioritise the 
disposal of  cases involv-
ing offenders facing three 
or more criminal prosecu-
tions, ensuring that repeat 
offenders are brought to 
justice without delay.

The high-level meeting 
was attended by Director 
General of  Police Rajeev 
Kumar Sharma, senior of-
ficials of  the Home De-
partment, the Anti-Nar-
cotics Task Force, the Cen-
tral Bureau of  Narcotics, 
the Intelligence Bureau, 
the Railway Protection 
Force, forensic experts, 
and representatives from 
multiple State depart-
ments, underscoring Ra-
jasthan’s whole-of-govern-
ment approach to combat-
ing the narcotics menace.

Hemraj Tikam 
chand Tiwari
By Special Feature Desk
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TAKING TO TAKING TO 
THE STREETS THE STREETS 

Congress MPs Priyanka Gandhi 
Vadra, KC Venugopal, Sanjna Jatav, 
Shiv Sena (UBT) MP Arvind Sawant 
and others stage a protest over 
the alleged embezzlement of 
donations at Ayodhya’s Shri Ram 
Janmbhoomi Temple during the 
Monsoon session of Parliament in 
New Delhi, Thursday

Strong anti-paper leak bill 
passed, won’t spare mafia playing 
with future of children: PM
n FAIR REPORT 
NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Thursday said it 
had become necessary to 
bring comprehensive re-
forms to the education sys-
tem to tackle the menace of  
paper leaks and asserted 
that there would be no mercy 
for those playing with the 
future of  children. Fast-
Track Courts In a late even-
ing video message on Insta-
gram shortly after Parlia-
ment passed a bill to amend 
the anti-paper leak law to 
introduce stricter punish-
ments, Modi said the it was 
part of  the government’s ef-
forts to tackle the menace 
that has threatened the fu-
ture of  children and posed a 
challenge for the Centre as 
well as several states. This 
was the third video message 
posted by Modi on his Insta-
gram handle in the last 
week.

 The Centre and many 
states have been facing the 
paper leak problem for sev-
eral years,” he said, adding 
that the menace has threat-
ened the future of  children 
appearing in various exami-
nations. “Therefore, it had 
become necessary to bring 
comprehensive changes to 
the education system to deal 
with the problem,” he added. 

The prime minister said the 
government has been con-
tinuously working to estab-
lish a robust examination 
system, which also requires 
extensive use of  technology.

“A task force has been 
constituted, fast-track courts 
are being set up, and we are 
seeking suggestions from 
states to strengthen the ex-
amination process and pre-

vent irregularities,” he said.
Referring to the anti-pa-

per leak bill, which was 
passed by the Lok Sabha on 
Wednesday and the Rajya 
Sabha on Thursday, Modi 
said that as promised, a 
strong law was now in place 
to tackle the issue. “We will 
not spare the paper leak 
gangs, paper leak mafia and 
those playing with the future 
of  children,” the prime min-
ister said. The prime minis-
ter said with the passage of  
the bill, the government has 
completed the exercise of  
establishing a trusted ex-
amination system.

He also said the govern-
ment was committed to en-
suring that students get a 
fair opportunity. “Paper leak 
incidents will not be allowed 
to continue unchecked. Our 
campaign against this men-
ace will continue in future 
too. With this faith, let’s all 
join hands to fulfil the dream 

of  a developed India,” Modi 
said. Parliament on Thurs-
day passed The Public Ex-
amination (Prevention of  
Unfair Means) Amendment 
Bill, 2026, with the govern-
ment expressing its commit-
ment to go the extra mile to 
safeguard the interests of  
students, who are the coun-
try’s future. The legislation 
provides for stricter punish-
ment, up to 10 years in jail 
and a heftier fine of  Rs 50 
lakh, for paper leaks. Fast-
Track Courts The bill was 
brought as a response by the 
government to the students’ 
protests led by the Cock-
roach Janta Party (CJP) at 
Jantar Mantar here, which 
started on June 20 and cul-
minated after 36 days on July 
25 following the resignation 
of  Dharmendra Pradhan as 
the Union education minis-
ter and acceptance of  other 
demands by the govern-
ment.

The Rajya Sabha also 
passed the Paper Leak 
Amendment Bill
n FAIR REPORT 
NEW DELHI
The amendment bill re-
lated to the paper leak was 
passed in the Rajya Sabha 
on Thursday, following 
the Lok Sabha. The bill 
will now go to the Presi-
dent. Upon receiving his 
assent, it will become law. 
When Union Minister Ji-
tendra Singh rose to re-
spond on behalf  of  the 
government, the opposi-
tion staged a walkout. The 
Union Minister described 
this as irresponsible. The 
government said that this 
law will not be limited to 
the National Testing 
Agency only, but will also 
be applicable to UPSC, 
Staff  Selection Commis-
sion, banking and other 
public exams. Earlier, dur-
ing the debate in the Rajya 
Sabha, there was a huge 
uproar. RJD MP Manoj 
Jha demanded the aboli-
tion of  the NTA and said 
it should be thrown into 

the Bay of  Bengal. Mean-
while, BJP MP Anurag 
Thakur on Thursday sub-
mitted a notice of  breach 
of  privilege and contempt 
of  the House against 
Leader of  Opposition Ra-
hul Gandhi to Lok Sabha 
Speaker Om Birla.

Anurag alleges that Ra-
hul Gandhi used unpar-
liamentary and abusive 
language against Home 
Minister Amit Shah. He 
made serious and base-
less allegations.  Accord-
ing to the rules of  Parlia-
ment, after the bill is 
passed by both the hous-
es, it will be sent for the 
President’s approval.

n FAIR REPORT 
JAIPUR
Rajasthan’s political arena is 
set for another intense legisla-
tive showdown after Gover-
nor Haribhau Bagde formally 
summoned the Sixth Session 
of  the 16th Rajasthan Legisla-
tive Assembly. The session 
will commence at 11 a.m. on 
August 20, setting the stage for 
what is expected to be a politi-
cally charged Monsoon Ses-
sion marked by sharp debates 
on governance, the economy, 
welfare delivery, and key pub-
lic policy issues. Announcing 
the notification, Rajasthan As-
sembly Speaker Vasudev Dev-
nani said the Governor had 
exercised the powers con-
ferred under Article 174(1) of  
the Constitution of  India to 
convene the House. The As-
sembly Secretariat has al-
ready initiated administrative 
and procedural preparations 
to ensure the smooth conduct 
of  proceedings in accordance 
with parliamentary conven-

tions and the Rules of  Proce-
dure. The upcoming session 
assumes significance against 
the backdrop of  an evolving 
political landscape, with the 
ruling government expected 
to showcase its governance 
agenda while the Opposition 
prepares to sharpen its attack 
on issues ranging from infla-
tion and unemployment to 
infrastructure, law and order, 
and the implementation of  
welfare schemes.

Beyond routine legislative 
business, the Assembly is ex-
pected to emerge as the princi-
pal forum where competing 
political narratives will col-
lide ahead of  the next phase of  
governance and electoral posi-
tioning. Key legislative pro-
posals, policy announce-
ments, and debates on public 
accountability are likely to 
dominate the proceedings, 
making the Monsoon Session 
a significant milestone in 
shaping Rajasthan’s political 
discourse.

Rajasthan Assembly to 
Reconvene on August 20 as 

Government Braces for High-
Stakes Monsoon Session

Housing Board 
Reserve Rate Hike 
Triggers Concern 
Over Affordable 
Housing Mission
JAIPUR: The Rajasthan 
Housing Board’s latest deci-
sion to increase reserve rates 
has triggered growing con-
cern among homebuyers, ur-
ban planners, and housing 
advocates, with critics ques-
tioning whether the move 
undermines the Board’s core 
mandate of  delivering afford-
able housing. The revised 
rates are expected to raise the 
cost of  residential plots and 
housing units across several 
urban centres, adding further 
pressure to an already expen-
sive real estate market. For 
thousands of  middle-income 
families and first-time buyers, 
the increase could make 
home ownership significant-
ly less attainable. Urban hous-
ing experts argue that while 
periodic revisions may be 
justified to reflect market re-
alities and rising land values, 
frequent hikes risk eroding 
the affordability that distin-
guishes government-backed 
housing from private real es-
tate. They contend that a pub-
lic housing agency must 
strike a careful balance be-
tween financial sustainability 
and its social responsibility to 
expand access to housing.
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Ram Mandir trust to appoint Jagdish Aafle as first secretary
PRAMOD KUMAR SINGH 
n New Delhi

The Shri Ram Janmabhoomi Teerth
Kshetra Trust is all set to name
Jagdish Aafle as its first secretary.
Aafle has overseen the Ram Mandir
project for several years and is asso-
ciated with the RSS. The executive
committee will consider his nom-
ination for approval at its meeting
on September 2, according to
sources at the temple.

Aafle, who is from Pune, brings
both technical expertise and com-
mitment to the project. He has a
BTech in Electrical Engineering
and an MTech from IIT Bombay.
After working in India, Europe,
and the United States, he returned
to India upon retirement. He
became the honorary project
manager for the Ram Mandir on the
RSS’s recommendation when con-
struction started in 2020. 

Since then, he and his wife have
lived at the temple site in Ayodhya,
overseeing important parts of the
construction. The Ram Mandir is
making big changes, including

adding a new secretary position.
Interim General Secretary Krishna
Mohan has confirmed that Aafle has
been nominated for the job. If the
committee approves, the appoint-
ment will be announced after the
September 2 meeting. The trust is
also choosing a new spokesperson
from several candidates. These

changes come after the trust
recently faced some challenges.

After allegations of cash donation
misuse,  the Uttar Pradesh
Government set up a Special
Investigation Team (SIT) in June
2026. As a result, former General
Secretary Champat Rai, who was
also the spokesperson, and trustee

Anil Mishra resigned. The trust
formed an interim panel with
Krishna Mohan, Aafle, and char-
tered accountant Chandan Rai to
manage banking and restore finan-
cial oversight. Now that Aafle is an
authorised signatory for the trust’s
State Bank of India accounts, pay-
ments like staff salaries have
started again.

The September 2 meeting will
address several unresolved issues.
At the July 22 meeting, the trust
delayed choosing a permanent
general secretary and its first Chief
Executive Officer (CEO), saying they
needed more time. More than
5,200 people have applied for the
CEO job, which is meant to bring
professional management to the
temple complex that serves mil-
lions of devotees every year.

A nine-member religious com-
mittee now oversees rituals and
spiritual practices. The Government
of India set up the Shri Ram
Janmabhoomi Teerth Kshetra Trust
in February 2020 after the Supreme
Court decided on the Ram
Janmabhoomi site. The trust is

responsible for building and man-
aging the temple. The pran
pratishtha ceremony on January 22,
2024, was a historic event for the
temple. Under Chairman Mahant
Nrityagopal Das, the trust has
moved from construction to full
operational management of one of
Hinduism’s main pilgrimage sites.
Aafle’s promotion from honorary
project manager to secretary shows
the trust values continuity and
experience. His long involvement
and RSS background have pre-
pared him for more administrative
duties, such as working with the
religious committee, managing
finances, and overseeing security.

With the CEO selection ongoing
and trustee positions under review,
the September 2 meeting will be
important for deciding the trust’s
leadership. As the Ram Mandir
enters a new phase of manage-
ment, Aafle’s appointment is expect-
ed to bring careful planning and
dedicated service to the secretari-
at. This should help make opera-
tions more efficient and support the
temple’s spiritual goals.

SAUGAR SENGUPTA n Kolkata

The Bengal Government has
decided to introduce eggs,
slightly amending its earlier
decision to serve “Satvik”
midday m ea ls  i n
Government schools in
Kolkata  through the
International Society of
Krishna Consciousness
(ISKCON).

While ISKCON, a purely
vegetarian institution, will
provide only the cooked
meals ,  the  State
Government will get the
eggs served through other
NGOs.

The State Government
decision comes following
criticism from certain sec-
tions over discontinuing eggs
— a key source of protein —
in midday meals, which was
a normal practice. 

Referring to the new
development, Chief Minister
Suvendu Adhikari  said,
“From August 1, a pilot
project will be launched in
most schools in Kolkata…

Iskcon will provide pure
satvik, protein-rich meals...
In addition, eggs will be dis-
tributed separately through
self-help groups so that chil-
dren can receive a protein-
rich food.”

The decision reportedly
comes close on the heels of
a social media video where
a Class II girl was seen
sneaking an egg provided in
the midday meal into her
pocket. When questioned
about what she was doping
she told the teachers that
she wanted to take the egg
back home for her infant
brother, who too loved eggs.

Earlier, the Opposition
parties had opposed the
Government decision to
introduce ISKCON-made
foods “in a bid to change
the food habits of the chil-
dren… not only fiddling
with local culture but also
depriving the young chil-
dren of a rich source of
protein… as also robbing
the school sevikas of their
jobs to prepare meals.”

SAUGAR SENGUPTA n Kolkata

The Mamata Banerjee
faction of the Trinamool
Congress could soon move
the Supreme Court claiming
leadership of the party wit-
nessing a fratricidal battle
ever since it lost power in
this year’s Assembly elec-
tions. Sources close to
senior advocate and pro-
Mamata Banerjee MP Kalyan
Banerjee said, quoting the
leader, “Expect something
new and big next week.” 

He was referring to an
appeal earlier made by the
former Bengal Chief Minister
to the Election Commission
of India to hasten up the
process of inquiry into the
leadership issue in the TMC.

The TMC MP is known to

have reasoned with the party
chief about the efficacy of
knocking the Apex Court
doors when the time was
opportune. However, sources
would not make it clear
whether the party has taken
a final decision on the matter.

On whether the party had
immediately taken Kalyan
Banerjee’s advice to move
the Supreme Court — con-
sidering his not-so-good
chemistry with general sec-
retary Abhishek Banerjee –
is not known, but sources
said Mamata Banerjee was
not averse to the idea of
moving the Apex Court.

The development comes in
tandem with Mamata Banerjee
writing on Wednesday a letter
to ECI Secretary Ashwani
Kumar Mohal requesting the

authorities to “conclude the
investigation as early as possi-
ble without providing them
with any further date to submit
their comments.” This, because
“the matter has serious politi-
cal ramifications” in Bengal. 

“I would request you to
conclude the investigation as
early as possible without pro-
viding them with any further
date to submit their com-
ments,” she wrote.

While 20 party MPs led by

Kakoli Ghoshdastidar had
defected and joined a little-
known Nationalist Citizens
Party of India (NCPI) soon
after the elections, about 60
out of 80 rebel MLAs led by
present Opposition Leader
Ritabrata Banerjee had
carved out a separate group
demanding ownership of
the State party on account
of their numerical majority.
The matter has been
pending with the ECI.

“We firmly believe that
because of the extension of
time granted by you, Shri
Ritabrata Banerjee and others
are trying to create false evi-
dence to develop their case
since they do not have any
merit in respect of their alle-
gations which we have firmly
disputed,” she wrote.

PRAMOD KUMAR SINGH 
n New Delhi

The Central  Bureau of
Investigation (CBI), working
with the Ministry of External
Affairs, the Ministry of Home
Affairs, and Maharashtra
Police, helped bring Rahul
Shamrao Kalokhe back from
Fiji after an Interpol Red
Notice was issued. 

Kalokhe is accused of being
part of a large investment
fraud. The CBI says he and his
associates promised investors
very high and guaranteed
returns, which led people to
invest large amounts. The
money was then used for
personal gain. Kalokhe left
India to avoid investigation
and prosecution. At the
request of the Maharashtra
Police, the CBI obtained an
Interpol Red Notice. He was
found in Fiji, held by local
authorities, and sent back to

India after the required steps
were completed.

Public records show Rahul
Shamrao Kalokhe (DIN
09677296) is a director of
Trdez Investment Private
Limited, started in July 2022
in Pune, Maharashtra (CIN
U65993PN2022PTC213159),
and Infinite Beacon India
Private Limited, started in July
2023. He owns a large share
in Trdez along with other
directors, including Prasad
Prakashrao Kulkarni.

In April 2026, the Securities
and Exchange Board of India
(SEBI) took action against
Trdez Investment. SEBI found
that the company’s stock-
broking licence was used to
give false regulatory legitima-
cy to several companies,
including Infinite Beacon, IB
Prop Desk, and Sispay TFS.
Together, these companies
raised over ̀ 2,950 crore from
the public by promising

monthly returns of 10 to 12
per cent. Agents used Trdez’s
SEBI registration to build trust
with investors, but the money
was sent to related compa-
nies instead of the broker.
SEBI found that only about
`43,430 in proprietary trades
had been recorded, and there
were no client trades since
the company began.

Directors and associates
set up partnership firms to
collect money from the
public. Investors saw dash-
boards showing fake profits,
and some early withdrawals
were allowed to build trust
before restrictions were put
in place. Some funds were
reportedly sent to cryptocur-
rencies like USDT. Even after
complaints, Trdez only gave
general disclaimers and did
not take real action. SEBI
fined Trdez `1 crore for break-
ing the stock-broker code of
conduct and SEBI Act rules. In

March 2026, stock exchanges
such as BSE, NSE, and MCX
removed Trdez Investment
as a trading member. 

SEBI’s investigation also
found that contact details for
Infinite Beacon Financial
Services were linked to
Kalokhe’s phone number and
email address. Earlier reports

and complaints said Infinite
Beacon ran a large scheme
promising fixed monthly
returns, usually between 8
and 12 per cent, in Maharashtra
and nearby states.

In April 2026, the Securities
and Exchange Board of India
(SEBI) took action against
Trdez Investment. SEBI found
that the company’s stock-
broking licence was used to
give “false regulatory legiti-
macy” to several companies,
including Infinite Beacon, IB
Prop Desk, and Sispay TFS.
These companies raised
more than ̀ 2,950 crore from
the public. Investors were
promised monthly returns of
10 to 12 per cent. Agents
used Trdez’s SEBI registration
to build trust, but the money
went to related companies
instead of the broker. Only
about `43,430 in proprietary
trades was recorded, and
there were no client trades

since the company started.
Directors and associates

set up partnership firms to
collect money from the
public. Investors saw dash-
boards showing fake profits,
and some early withdrawals
were allowed to build trust
before restrictions were
added. Some funds were
reportedly sent to cryptocur-
rencies like USDT. Even after
complaints, Trdez only gave
general disclaimers and did
not take real action. SEBI
fined Trdez ̀ 1 crore for break-
ing the stock-broker code of
conduct and SEBI Act rules. 

In March 2026, stock
exchanges such as BSE, NSE,
and MCX removed Trdez
Investment as a trading
member. SEBI’s investiga-
tion also found that contact
details for Infinite Beacon
Financial Services were
linked to Kalokhe’s phone
number and email. 

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi/Bengaluru

Karnataka’s much-awaited
cabinet expansion is now
likely to take place on
Monday, with the final list of
ministers expected to be
cleared by Sunday night or
Monday morning, sources
close to Karnataka Chief
Minister DK Shivakumar said.

According to the sources,
the decision was taken at a
meeting held at Congress
president Mallikarjun
Kharge’s residence in New
Delhi on Thursday. 

Congress MP Rahul Gandhi,
Chief Minister DK Shivakumar,
former chief minister
Siddaramaiah, Congress
general secretary KC
Venugopal, AICC general sec-
retary in charge of Karnataka
Randeep Singh Surjewala and
Congress Karnataka presi-
dent BK Hariprasad attended
the meeting.

Sources close to the chief
minister said that the leader-
ship discussed the probable
candidates for induction into
the cabinet, taking into
account caste, religion and
regional representation.

“It was decided that the list
of the probable candidates
will be cleared on Sunday
night or by Monday morning.
The cabinet expansion is now

likely to take place on Monday
evening,” the sources said.

The expansion had earlier
been expected to take place
on Friday, but the schedule
has now been pushed back
following the discussions in
Delhi, they added.

The cabinet expansion has
been under discussion for
several weeks after
Shivakumar assumed office
as chief minister on June 3.

At present, Karnataka has
14 ministers, including the
chief minister, against the
permissible strength of 34,
leaving 20 vacancies in the
council of ministers.

With a large number of
vacancies still to be filled,
Congress legislators have
intensified lobbying for a
place in the ministry. 

Sources said the party lead-
ership is attempting to strike
a balance among various
social groups and regions
while finalising the list of
ministers.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

The BJP slammed the Congress
on Thursday over Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra’s “gau mutra
expert” remark against IIT
Madras Director V Kamakoti,
alleging that the main oppo-
sition party wants to spread
negativity about Indian culture
and Hindu dharma.

Participating in a discussion
in the Lok Sabha on “The Public
Examination (Prevention of
Unfair Means) Amendment Bill
2026” on Tuesday, Priyanka
Gandhi launched a stinging
attack on the Government
over the lathi-charge on
protesting students. She said
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
needs to change his “dil ka
angle” instead of camera
angles if he wants to win over
Gen Z. She also suggested that
the prime minister should
change his advisors because
he has become far removed
from reality.

“He needs to understand
that merely setting up new
committees will not work.
Not a single recommenda-
tion of the Radhakrishnan
Committee has been imple-
mented to date. Meanwhile,
the new committee includes
a former IB chief, an IT
company owner, and even a
‘gau mutra’ expert,” the
Wayanad MP said.

Hitting back, BJP spokesper-
son Sudhanshu Trivedi said
this demonstrated the nega-
tivity the Congress “wish to
spread regarding Indian
culture and Hinduism”.

“These people who talk
about the RSS. We lost
access to so many sources of
our knowledge because of
them as they remained ‘and-
hbhakt’ (blind devotees) of
the West since the Nehru
era,” the BJP Rajya Sabha MP
told reporters in the
Parliament House complex.

Trivedi said the Congress
must know that there is a
patent for ‘Gau Mutra ‘ in the
US recognising its anti-bac-
terial and anti-fungal medi-
cinal properties.

“If their (Congress leaders’)
minds hadn’t been filled with
the ‘gobar ‘ (rubbish) of
Macaulay and Marx and if they
had instead been grounded in
the values of the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh, we
wouldn’t have had to go all

the way to the US to fight for
patents for turmeric, neem,
and tulsi,” he said.

The Congress leaders must
introspect and accept that
they were far away from
‘bharatiyata ‘ (Indianess),
Trivedi said. Kamakoti, a
Padma awardee, is a member
of the six-member task force
on exam reforms constituted
by the Centre after the NEET
paper leak row. He had
courted controversy in
January 2025 with his speech
during Pongal celebrations at
a cow shelter in Chennai.  

In his speech, Kamakoti nar-
rated the story of a ‘sanyasi ‘
who, according to him, recov-
ered from high fever after
drinking cow urine. A video of
the speech went viral, drawing
criticism from several scientists,
politicians and social media
users. Responding to the criti-
cism, Kamakoti had main-
tained at the time that his com-
ments were based on pub-
lished scientific literature.

West Bengal Govt to
include eggs in
school mid-day meals

Mamata faction may soon move SC claiming TMC leadership

CBI brings fugitive back from Fiji accused in multi-crore investment scheme case

Congress wants to spread negativity around Hindu
dharma: BJP on Priyanka’s gau mutra expert remark

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

The Cockroach Janta Party
(CJP) on Thursday welcomed
the Delhi government’s noti-
fication directing that no
further action be taken on
FIRs filed in connection with
its 36-day agitation, but said
the cases should be formal-
ly withdrawn, warning that
any dilution of the assur-
ances given under the July 25
Jantar Mantar agreement
could force students back
onto the streets.

Speaking to PTI Videos,
CJP chief spokesperson
Saurav Das said the wording
of the notification did not
reflect what was promised
by the government.

“The Delhi Government
has released a notification
which says that all the FIRs
will not be pursued further
and they may be treated as
closed. We are not very
happy with the term. The
term that they should have
used is that the FIRs will be
withdrawn,” Das said.

Das said the order did not
bar withdrawal of FIRs.

“The Government is saying
that the Supreme Court has
mandated that the FIRs
proceed. But that’s a mis-
reading and a misleading of
the situation. Nowhere in the
Supreme Court order has the

Supreme Court said that the
FIRs cannot be withdrawn.
Those powers exist with the
government,” he said.

He urged the Centre to
honour the assurances given
to protesters on July 25.

“The Government should
not be using the Supreme
Court order as a weapon to go
against protesters. What was
guaranteed before the entire
nation on July 25, the Jantar
Mantar agreement, the
Government should come
good on its promises and
honour its words,” Das said.

“If it does not honour its
words in letter and spirit,
then the young generation of
this country will never ever
forgive them and will be
forced to come back on the
streets,” Das said.

Das said the Delhi govern-
ment’s notification was a
“positive development” but
maintained that the com-
mitments made to the pro-
testers had to be imple-
mented in full.

Final list for Karnataka
Cabinet expansion soon: CM

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

A brief restriction on Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
Facebook post has stirred
concern in the government,
which will hold discussions
with Meta within a week on
policy and technical matters
linked to the incident. 

Speaking to reporters on
the sidelines of the CII confer-
ence on semiconductors,
Electronics and IT Secretary S
Krishnan said that the
Government has asked Meta
to come in at the highest level
and explain the issue that led
to the glitch.

“They will be coming and
explaining what the situation
is. We want to have both a
policy-level and a technical
understanding of the issues,
and an adaptation to the
kinds of concerns India has in
this regard. There are several
issues we have, which we will
raise with them when they
come. I think, within the next
week, they will be coming,”
he said.

The Government has sum-
moned Meta’s public policy
head after Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s Facebook
post, on July 23, addressing
India’s youth and promising
stringent measures against
exam paper leaks, was briefly
restricted by the US-head-

quartered social media giant.
The move assumes signifi-

cance as the Government on
Tuesday summoned a top Meta
executive after Modi’s recent
post addressing India’s youth
and promising stringent mea-
sures against paper leaks was
briefly restricted on Facebook.

Meta, the owner of social
media platform Facebook, is
learnt to have written to the
Government outlining the
specifics of enhanced and
rigorous safeguards it has
now implemented for
content posted by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
other prominent accounts.

While the social media
giant attributed the incident
to a technical glitch and apol-
ogised, the Ministry of
Electronics and Information
Technology (MeitY) found the
explanation “inadequate”.

Meta has now informed
the ministry that posts by the
Prime Minister and select
prominent accounts will be
subject to additional over-
sight on the platform, with
multiple levels of checks
involving senior company
officials, sources said. Any
decision will undergo rigor-
ous checks and require
review by at least two senior
officials of the company,
sources said, citing the social
media firm’s latest communi-
cation to the ministry.

WOMAN BOOKED
FOR PM REMARKS
NNooiiddaa  ((UUPP)): A Zero FIR has
been registered in Noida
against a woman for
allegedly using abusive
language against Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
during a protest at Jantar
Mantar in New Delhi,
police said on Thursday.

The FIR was lodged at
the Expressway police
station on the complaint
of Smriti Singh, a resident
of Ghaziabad, against
Ruchika Singh, a resident
of Sector 168 in Noida.

According to the FIR,
the complainant alleged
that on July 23, the
accused used “abusive and
objectionable” language
against the prime minister
at Jantar Mantar, hurting
the dignity of the
constitutional office and
with the intention of
spreading hatred and
disturbing public peace.

Based on the complaint,
the police registered a
case under Sections 352
(intentional insult to
provoke breach of peace),
353(1) (statements
conducing to public
mischief) and 356(1)
(defamation) of the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita
(BNS), officials said. (PTI)

We want withdrawal of FIRs, not
just closure: CJP’s Saurav Das

Govt, Meta to discuss
PM Modi’s Facebook
post restriction
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PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

Central Reserve Police Force
(CRPF) Director General GP
Singh has assured personnel
of the country’s largest para-
military force that he would
take “complete responsibil-
ity” for any decision or action
taken by officers and jawans
during the bona fide dis-
charge of their duties.

At the 88th Raising Day
event at CRPF headquarters,
the Director General reiter-
ated the leadership’s com-
mitment to support person-
nel operating in challenging
environments.

“I will  take complete
responsibility for any deci-
sion and action undertaken
by the officers and jawans
during bona fide discharge
of their duties,” Singh said,
according to officials present
at the function.

The assurance was issued
as CRPF units  remain
deployed in counter-insur-
gency operations in Jammu
and Kashmir, Left-Wing
Extremism-affected regions,
and law and order duties in
several states and estab-
lished in 1939 as the Crown
Representative’s Police, the
force now undertakes inter-
nal security, VIP protection,
election duties, and disaster
response.

Officials said the DG’s
statement was intended to
boost morale among person-
nel, who often face complex

situations requiring immedi-
ate decisions under pres-
sure. The leadership con-
veyed that actions taken in
good faith would have insti-
tutional support, aiming to
reduce concerns about later
scrutiny or legal issues.

CRPF currently  has a
strength of over three lakh
personnel and is the primary
force for internal security
duties. The CRPF has over
three lakh personnel and
serves as the primary force
for internal security. 

Its units are central to
security during elections and
large gatherings. 

The force has also played
a key role in anti-Naxal oper-
ations, contributing to a
reduction in the spread of
Left-Wing Extremism in the
last decade. In difficult con-
ditions. He reminded the
personnel that the trust of

the public and the confi-
dence of the Government
rest on the force’s ability to
act with both firmness and
fairness. 

The assurance of com-
plete responsibility for bona
fide actions is particularly
significant in the current
operational context. 

Security forces often face
situations involving armed
groups, stone-pelting, or
sudden threats, where the
use of force may later be
scrutinised. The DG’s state-
ment indicated that leader-
ship would support person-
nel in such cases. 

The force’s internal soli-
darity and a recognition of
the risks they undertake
daily. The DG also interact-
ed with family members of
personnel and acknowl-
edged the sacrifices they
make in supporting their

relatives serving in remote
and high-risk postings.

Raising Day marks an
opportunity for the CRPF to
review its  legacy and
prepare for future chal-
lenges. The force has evolved
from its colonial origins to its
current role in internal secu-
rity, now facing challenges
such as insurgency, urban
unrest, and rapid disaster
response.

The Director General’s
remarks emphasised opera-
tional confidence, stating
he would take responsibili-
ty for actions performed in
good faith. This was intend-
ed to enable junior com-
manders and personnel to
act  decisively  when
required.

The event also featured
cultural programmes and
awards for gallantry and dis-
t inguished service.
Recipients were felicitated
for acts of bravery. The event
included cultural  pro-
grammes and awards for
gallantry and distinguished
service. 

Personnel were recog-
nised for acts of bravery in
operational areas. The DG’s
s t a t e m e n t  o n  M o n d a y
sought to strike precisely
that balance. With the force
continuing to play a pivotal
role in India’s internal 
security, the headquarters
conveyed that personnel
serving with  integri ty  
and commitment will have
leadership support. 

NEET-UG 2026: Teachers became the weakest link
PRAMOD KUMAR SINGH 
n New Delhi

The National Testing Agency
(NTA) tried to keep the NEET-
UG examination secure, but
the system failed because
three teachers, trusted with
both setting and translating
the papers, quietly found a
way in. According to sources
close to the investigation,
giving the same people both
roles was the main weak-
ness that led to the 2026
medical entrance test being
compromised. In contrast
to the open leak in 2024,
when a centre-in-charge
worked with a group to steal
and share a real question
paper, the 2026 problems
were more subtle.

The Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) told the
NTA to change how exams
were transported, handled,
and conducted. The NTA fol-
lowed these suggestions. No
physical paper was stolen in
2025 or 2026. Still, the exam
was cancelled on May 12
when a candidate turned in
a set of questions that
matched the real ones. 

The three subject experts
on the NTA panel — chem-
istry teacher PV Kulkarni,
physics teacher Manisha
Gurunath Mandhare, and
biology teacher Manisha
Sanjay Havaldar — were
responsible for both finalis-
ing the questions and trans-
lating them into Marathi.

The process took several
days in a secure setting.
Each evening, the teachers
went home to Pune, taught
their usual tuition classes,

and came back the next day. 
Investigators believe that

during this time, they mem-
orised the final version of the
paper. Later, in their coach-
ing classes, they recreated a
question bank and marked
some questions as “very
important.” 

Students in a private
group got these questions,
but the teachers never said
they were from the upcom-
ing national exam.

This situation might have
stayed local i f  not for
Manisha Waghmare, a beau-
tician who knew the teach-
ers. She got the question
bank from students, typed it
up as a formal question
paper,  and sold it  to
Dhananjay Nivrutti
Lokhande. From there, the
material passed through
several people in different
states, with large sums of
money involved. 

If Waghmare had not been
involved, the questions
might not have reached so

many students, and the
problem might have stayed
hidden. Instead, one paper
ended up with a candidate
who reported it to the NTA.

The Union Ministry of
Education handed over the
case to the CBI, which acted
quickly. Within days, the
agency arrested 13 people,
including the three teach-
ers, Waghmare, Lokhande,
coaching institute associates,
and several intermediaries. 

A chargesheet with all
their names has been filed in
a special court in New Delhi.
Bank accounts, lockers, and
a demat account connected
to the accused have been
frozen.

The CBI has informally
conveyed to the NTA that
allowing the same individu-
als to handle both setting
and translation creates
problems. The CBI has told
the NTA that letting the
same people set and trans-
late the exam gave them too
much access and time.

Formal recommendations
are expected soon. 

“This case shows a bigger
problem in the system.
Secure rooms and limited
movement do not help if the
experts can leave each night,
teach, and come back. In the
end, it is much harder to
control what someone
remembers than to lock up
a trunk”, sources added. 

For the NTA, this shows
that the procedural reforms
made after 2024 only tackled
the most obvious weakness-
es. The human factor, such as
trusted subject experts with
multiple roles and free time
in the evenings, was over-
looked until three teachers,
a beautician, and a group of
intermediaries showed how
easily it could be misused. 

The agency, known for con-
ducting one of India’s most
important exams, now has to
face the uncomfortable fact
that the biggest risk can
sometimes come from inside
the exam room itself.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n Bhopal

The Datia Assembly byelec-
tion recorded a voter turnout
of 71.4 per cent till the close
of polling on Thursday,
around nine percentage
points lower than the 80.2 per
cent turnout recorded in the
2023 Assembly election. 

Polling remained largely
peaceful despite sporadic
technical glitches, rain-
related disruptions and alle-
gations of irregularities by the
Congress. Counting of votes
will take place on August 3.

The byelection witnessed a
direct contest between BJP
candidate Ashutosh Tiwari
and Congress nominee
Ghanshyam Singh, while
Damodar Singh Yadav of the
Azad Samaj Party was also in
the fray along with 18 other
candidates. A total of 291
polling stations were set up for
the election, including 186 in
rural areas and 105 in urban
areas. The constituency has
over 2.20 lakh registered voters.

Datia Collector and District
Election Officer Swapnil
Wankhede said polling com-
menced on schedule at all
booths and adequate arrange-
ments had been made to
ensure free and fair voting.
Minor technical glitches were
reported in VVPAT, ballot and
control units at a few polling
stations, but officials said
these were resolved without
affecting the polling process.

The Congress alleged inci-
dents of fake voting at polling
stations in Sirol and Jigna,
prompting candidate
Ghanshyam Singh to visit the
locations and raise the issue
with election officials. The

party also accused the BJP of
attempting booth capturing
at Polling Booth No. 51. Singh
alleged that one of his polling
agents was taken away by
police, while another BJP
polling agent tried to influ-
ence the voting process
before being removed by
CRPF personnel. He demand-
ed an impartial inquiry, claim-
ing the entire incident was
captured on CCTV.

Former Home Minister
Narottam Mishra dismissed
the allegations, saying the
Congress routinely levels
such charges whenever it
anticipates defeat. State
Congress President Jitu
Patwari, however, claimed
the party would register a
comfortable victory despite
the BJP deploying its full
organisational strength.

Polling was briefly affected
by waterlogging at a few
booths due to rain, while
residents of Lakhanpur village
initially boycotted voting over
the lack of road connectivity
before officials persuaded
them to cast their votes.

The byelection was neces-
sitated following the disqual-
ification of former Congress
MLA Rajendra Bharti after his
conviction in a fraud case. 

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n Bhopal

The National Green Tribunal
(NGT) has issued stringent
directions to protect the
ecologically sensitive Bhoj
Wetland and remove
encroachments within the
50-metre Full Tank Level
(FTL) zone, reaffirming that
environmental conservation
must take precedence over
unauthorised development.

Hearing four connected
petitions related to Bhoj
Wetland, Kaliyasot Dam,
Kerwa Dam and the Bhopal
lake system, the Tribunal
directed the district admin-
istration to intensify action
against illegal constructions
and ensure strict compli-
ance with wetland conserva-
tion norms. The applicant
was represented by advo-
cate Harshvardhan Tiwari.

The NGT observed that the
matter extends beyond the
removal of encroachments
and concerns the scientific
identification and demarca-

tion of wetland and FTL
boundaries, prevention of
untreated sewage from enter-
ing water bodies and long-
term preservation of the
region’s ecological balance.

During the hearing, the
administration informed the
Tribunal that nine commer-
cial encroachments had
already been removed,
while action against nine
residential encroachments
was pending as they were
located in inhabited areas.
In Prempura village, 35
encroachments were iden-
tified on Khasra No. 131, of
which 23 have been cleared,
reclaiming nearly one acre
of Government land. The
remaining 12 residential
encroachments will be
removed after alternative
accommodation is provided
to affected families under
the Housing for All scheme.

A detailed survey of seven
v i l l a g e s — P r e m p u r a ,
Dharampuri, Sevania Gond,
Gaura, Bishankhedi, Bilkhiria
and Kotra Sultanabad—iden-

tified 117 encroachments
within the 50-metre FTL zone.
Of these, 68 were found on
Government land and 49 on
private land. 

Authorities informed the
Tribunal that 45 encroach-
ments had been removed,
while action against the
remaining 72 was underway.

Questioning the persis-
tence of illegal constructions
despite repeated enforce-
ment drives, the petitioner
argued that fresh encroach-
ments continue to emerge in
environmentally sensitive
areas, undermining earlier
directions of the Tribunal.

The plea sought stricter, time-
bound enforcement to safe-
guard the wetland ecosystem.

The Tribunal was also
urged to ensure scientific
demarcation of the bound-
aries of Bhoj Lake, Kaliyasot
Dam and Kerwa Dam, regu-
late the use of chemical fer-
tilisers and pesticides in sur-
rounding agricultural areas
to prevent water pollution,
and protect the proposed
150-hectare botanical garden.

Appearing through video
conferencing, TT Nagar SDM
Archana Sharma informed
the Tribunal that several
encroachments in the FTL

zone had already been
removed and action against
the remaining structures
was in progress.

Taking a stern view, the
NGT fixed personal account-
ability on the concerned
SDMs, tehsildars and dis-
trict administration, direct-
ing them to prepare a com-
prehensive inventory of all
illegal constructions and
encroachments violating the
FTL zone, Wetland Rules,
Bhoj Wetland regulations
and the city’s Master Plan.
The authorities have been
asked to initiate action
against every identified vio-
lation and submit a detailed
compliance report support-
ed by affidavits.

The Tribunal also directed
Bhopal Collector Priyank
Mishra to include a police
officer nominated by the
Police Commissioner in the
enforcement committee to
ensure adequate police
support during demolition
drives and prevent obstruc-
tion to official action.

Chhattisgarh’s
Bastar region
moving towards
new path of
development:
President Murmu

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

President Droupadi Murmu
on Thursday said that Bastar
region in Chhattisgarh is
moving towards a new path
of development and people
are coming out of the envi-
ronment of violence and
embracing new opportuni-
ties for education, employ-
ment and development. 

This transformation is a
sign of a bright future for
Bastar, she said during a
meeting with the delegation
of “Bastar Mandal”, that had
called on the president here.

She was happy to note
that with the government’s
efforts and the active partic-
ipation of the people of
Bastar, the region is moving
towards a new path of devel-
opment. 

“Amenities such as roads,
electricity, and drinking water
are reaching even the
remotest villages. Schools
that had remained closed
for long time are once again
bustling with children, and
the light of education is
reaching every household. 

“Today, an atmosphere of
hope, trust, and progress is
taking shape in Bastar. This
transformation is a source of
joy and pride for the entire
nation,” Murmu said.

Meeting the delegation,
comprising winners of cultur-
al festival Bastar Pandum
2026, the president said that
tribal youth are showcasing
their talents in various fields
such as education, science,
art, and sports. 

Tribal people have an
innate talent in sports and art,
Murmu said, and expressed
confidence that tribal people
will participate in the devel-
opmental journey and con-
tribute to nation building
while preserving and pro-
moting their cultural identity. 

She also underlined the
need to work for empower-
ment of women, children,
deprived sections of society
and senior citizens. 

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n Haridwar

The Kanwar Yatra commenced on
Thursday with the start of the holy
month of Sawan, with over four
crore devotees from across states
expected to arrive in Haridwar and
surrounding areas over the next fort-
night to collect water from the
holy Ganga, officials said.

During the annual pilgrimage,
devotees travel hundreds of kilome-
tres to Haridwar, collect Ganga
water and carry it back to perform
‘Jalabhishek’ (ritual bathing) of Lord
Shiva at local shrines.

During the period, Haridwar ‘puts
on’ a saffron hue as teeming multi-

tudes draped in ritual saffron scarfs
move through its alleys, with chants
of “Bam Bhole” reverberating across
the holy city.

Officials expect over four crore
‘Kanwariyas’ (Kanwar pilgrims) to
arrive in Haridwar, with the admin-
istration making elaborate arrange-
ments for their convenience and
security.

Uttarakhand Chief Minister
Pushkar Singh Dhami and senior
officials have held meetings to
review security arrangements, and
coordination has also been estab-
lished with officials in neighbouring
states to ensure smooth conduct of
the pilgrimage.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n Jammu

In a landmark initiative
aimed at safeguarding
Ladakh’s rich archaeologi-
cal, historical and cultural
heritage,  Lieutenant
Governor Vinai Kumar
Saxena has approved a noti-
fication for declaring 23 her-
itage sites across the Union
Territory as “Protected
Monuments” under the pro-
visions of the Jammu and
Kashmir Ancient Monuments
Preservation Act.

The notification has been
issued in view of the
immense historical, archae-
ological and cultural signifi-
cance of these sites, and
marks a major milestone in
the preservation of Ladakh’s

unique civilisational heritage. 
These 23 protected monu-

ments include petroglyph
sites, ancient rock carvings,
ancient caves, Gompas,
caves, forts and palaces
among others, that were
hitherto lying in dilapidated
shape and were under
severe threat.

The declaration aims at
strengthening heritage con-
servation efforts in Ladakh by
providing legal protection
to these historically impor-
tant sites, facilitating their
systematic preservation and
restoration, and ensuring
that future generations
inherit these irreplaceable
monuments in their original
character and splendour.

“Ladakh’s ancient monas-
teries, forts, caves, petro-

glyphs and rock carvings are
invaluable testimonies to
our rich civilisational her-
itage and cultural identity.
Their preservation is not
merely about protecting
monuments but about safe-
guarding the collective
memory of our people for
future generations. By declar-

ing these sites as Protected
Monuments, we are laying a
strong institutional founda-
tion for their scientific con-
servation, documentation
and sustainable manage-
ment. This initiative reflects
our commitment to preserv-
ing Ladakh’s priceless her-
itage while promoting

responsible cultural tourism,
research and greater public
awareness of our unique
historical legacy,” said LG,
Vinai Saxena.

With this notification, the
identified monuments shall
now enjoy statutory protec-
tion under the provisions of
the Act, enabling the

Administration to undertake
measures for their conserva-
tion, prevent encroachments,
regulate activities that may
endanger their structural
integrity, and preserve their
historical authenticity.

The 23 sites notified as
Protected Monuments include
the Petroglyph Site at Sharnos;

Maitreya Buddha Rock Carving
at Shey near Sindhu Ghat;
Tingmosgang Fort; Ancient
Caves at Saspol; Petroglyph
Sites at Domkhar, Lehdo, Alchi
and Murgi; Stongday Gonpa;
Meditation Cave of Onpo at
Hunder; Hunder Cave; Dechen
Tsomo Khar (Fort); Stampuk
Cave; Chamba Rock Carving;
Zong Chamba (Rock Carving of
Maitreya Buddha); Rock-
Carved Buddha Statue at
Hunder; Rigsum Gonbo Rock
Carvings at Diggar; Chamba
Karpo (White Maitreya
Buddha) at Diggar; Chamba
Rock Carving at Tokpo, 
Diggar; Folong Singey
(Boulder-like Lion Face) at
Diggar; Sumoor Fort; Rock
Inscriptions at Yourbaltak,
Kargil; and the Petroglyph
Site at Mangmore, Kargil.

NGT orders Bhoj Wetland encroachments removed by August 31

Haridwar braces for over 4 crore
devotees as Kanwar Yatra starts

Ladakh: 23 heritage sites including petroglyphs, caves and forts declared protected monuments

Datia bypoll records 71.4%
turnout, direct contest
between BJP, Congress

CRPF DG assures full backing for
force personnel on 88th Raising Day

During his Jharkhand visit, DG CRPF GP Singh, IPS, met and felicitated the brave
personnel of 209 CoBRA at GC Ranchi for apprehending CPI (Maoist) Central
Committee member Misir Besra PIONEER PHOTO
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 “WE FIXED THE SYSTEM, THEY’RE TAKING CREDIT”: GEHLOT WARNS 
PAPER LEAKS WILL RETURN WITHOUT PROPER MANAGEMENT

Launching a scathing at-
tack on the incumbent 
state administration, for-
mer Rajasthan Chief  Min-
ister Ashok Gehlot 
warned that exam paper 
leaks will resurface across 
the state unless operation-
al management is rigor-
ously maintained. The 
veteran Congress leader 

asserted that the current 
halt in paper leaks is the 
direct outcome of  strin-
gent legislative frame-
works and procedural 
Overhauls introduced 
under his tenure, rather 
than the actions of  the 
present government.

​Interacting with media 
persons at his Civil Lines 
residence in Jaipur, Ge-
hlot dismissed the ruling 
dispensation’s claims of  
cracking down on exami-

nation mafias as empty 
credit-seeking.

​“If  management is not 
done properly, paper leaks 
will continue in the fu-
ture,” Gehlot stated. “Pa-
per leaks are not happen-
ing now because we 
passed a law, we changed 
the process. This is its ef-

fect. This was bound to 
stop. What credit are they 
taking for it?”

​Targets BJP on Anti-
Cheating Legislation 
and OMR Scam

​Questioning the state gov-
ernment’s commitment to 
prosecution, Gehlot al-
leged that key accused in-
volved in the infamous 
OMR sheet scam have 
managed to secure bail 

due to administrative lax-
ity. “What did they do? 
The accused caught in the 
OMR sheet scam have 
been granted bail, they 
did nothing,” he charged.

​Commenting on the 

anti-cheating bill passed 
in the Lok Sabha, the for-
mer Chief  Minister noted 
that the central govern-
ment should have consult-
ed opposition parties to 
build a more robust con-
sensus before pushing the 
legislation through Parlia-
ment. ​Highlighting Ra-
jasthan’s statutory meas-
ures enacted during the 
previous Congress re-
gime, Gehlot emphasized 
that the state had already 
set a national benchmark 
for tough anti-cheating 
laws:

​Stringent Penalties: 
Provision for life impris-
onment for those guilty of  
orchestrating recruitment 
exam leaks.

​Financial Deterrents: 
Hefty monetary penalties, 

including fines up to ₹10 
crore.

​Asset Confiscation: Le-
gal provisions enabling 
the state to attach and con-
fiscate properties belong-
ing to the cheating mafia.

​“Our government made 
a law against cheating in 
Rajasthan... we have al-
ready done everything,” 
Gehlot added.

​Exhortation on 
Governance and 
Claim for Next 
Assembly Term

​Beyond administrative 
mechanics, Gehlot took a 
broader dig at the current 
administration’s perfor-
mance, asserting that dis-
content regarding govern-
ance in Rajasthan has be-
come a central topic of  

discussion in every house-
hold and village.

​While expressing confi-
dence that the Congress 
party is poised to return to 
power in the next assem-
bly elections, Gehlot 
urged the ruling govern-
ment to focus on public 
welfare during its man-
date.

​“Our return is certain 
next time, we know the 
government will be 
formed by Congress,” Ge-
hlot declared. “But the 
public’s work should be 
done for five years, that’s 
why we want you to pro-
vide good governance. 
Rule for 5 years, we have 
no objection. If  such a 
state of  misgovernance 
continues, the public will 
suffer.”

Hemraj Tikam 
chand Tiwari
By Special Feature Desk

RAJASTHAN BETS ON SOCIAL HARMONY AS SANT 
RAVIDAS KALASH YATRA REACHES JAIPUR

CM Bhajan Lal Sharma 
says statewide 
outreach will carry the 
650th birth 
anniversary message 
of equality and social 
cohesion to every 
Assembly constituency

n FAIR REPORT 
JAIPUR

Positioning social harmo-
ny as a central pillar of  its 
public outreach, the Ra-
jasthan government on 
Thursday welcomed the 
arrival of  the Sant Ravidas 
Samrasta Sankalp Kalash 
Yatra in Jaipur, with Chief  
Minister Bhajan Lal Shar-
ma describing the initia-
tive as a statewide cam-
paign to reinforce the ide-
als of  equality, inclusivity, 
and social cohesion.

Receiving the ceremoni-
al Kalash at Shri Ram Man-
dir in Raja Park, the Chief  
Minister carried the sacred 

vessel—brought from Var-
anasi—on his head, sym-
bolically joining the yatra 
launched to commemorate 
the 650th birth anniversary 
of  Sant Ravidas.

Mr. Sharma said the life 
and teachings of  Sant 
Ravidas continue to offer a 
timeless message of  social 
equality, dignity, and hu-
man unity. He noted that 
the Kalash Yatra, which 
originated in Varanasi, 
will travel across every As-
sembly constituency in 
Rajasthan, where public 
programmes will be or-
ganised to promote the 
saint’s message of  harmo-
ny and inclusive social de-
velopment.

Highlighting the cul-
tural significance of  the 
initiative, the Chief  Minis-
ter said the campaign re-
flects the broader effort of  
the Narendra Modi-led 
government to preserve 

India’s spiritual heritage 
while taking the teachings 
of  revered saints and re-
formers to younger gener-
ations. He said the Sant 
Ravidas Samrasta Sankalp 
Abhiyan seeks to deepen 
awareness of  the saint’s 
philosophy across all sec-
tions of  society.

Drawing attention to 
Rajasthan’s historical as-
sociation with Sant Ravi-
das, Mr. Sharma recalled 
that Mirabai accepted 
Sant Ravidas as her spir-
itual guide, adding that his 
sacred footprints remain 
preserved near the Mira-
bai Temple in Chittorgarh. 
He urged citizens to carry 
the saint’s message of  
equality and fraternity to 
every village across the 
State.

The Chief  Minister also 
reiterated his govern-
ment’s commitment to en-
suring that welfare pro-

grammes reach the last 
person in society, stating 
that the administration 
remains focused on the 
empowerment of  the poor, 
youth, women, and farm-
ers.

The ceremonial recep-
tion was attended by Dep-
uty Chief  Minister Prem 
Chand Bairwa, along with 
BJP leaders, legislators, 
and party office-bearers. 
The Kalash Yatra received 
a floral welcome on its ar-
rival in Jaipur before con-
tinuing its statewide jour-
ney.

With the yatra sched-
uled to traverse all Assem-
bly constituencies, the 
campaign is expected to 
combine cultural remem-
brance with public out-
reach, placing the message 
of  social harmony at the 
centre of  Rajasthan’s so-
cio-cultural discourse in 
the months ahead.

Poonia Defends Anti-Paper Leak Law, Targets 
Congress Over Rajasthan Exam Scandals

Says Modi 
government’s 
legislation marks a 
‘watershed reform’; 
accuses previous 
Congress regime of 
failing to protect 
aspirants and 
demands 
accountability

n FAIR REPORT 
NEW DELHI

BJP Rajya Sabha MP and 
former Rajasthan BJP 
president Satish Poonia on 
Thursday mounted a sharp 
defence of  the Centre’s an-
ti-paper leak legislation, 
describing it as a “mile-
stone” in India’s examina-
tion reforms while launch-
ing a political offensive 
against the previous Con-
gress government in Ra-
jasthan over recurring ex-
amination paper leaks.

Addressing the media in 
Parliament, Dr. Poonia said 
the Narendra Modi-led gov-
ernment had acted deci-
sively to safeguard the fu-
ture of  millions of  students 
by introducing stringent 
legal provisions aimed at 
deterring organised exami-
nation fraud and restoring 
public confidence in the 
recruitment process.

“The law establishes a 

robust framework that will 
prevent the misuse of  un-
fair means in competitive 
examinations and protect 
the aspirations of  honest 
candidates,” he said, add-
ing that the legislation rep-
resented a landmark insti-
tutional reform for the 
country’s examination sys-
tem.

Turning his attack to-
wards the Congress, Dr. 
Poonia alleged that Ra-
jasthan witnessed 17 ex-
amination paper leak inci-
dents during the previous 
Congress government’s 
tenure between 2018 and 
2023, affecting several ma-
jor recruitment examina-
tions. He questioned why 
senior Congress leaders 
had not sought accounta-
bility from the then Chief  

Minister Ashok Gehlot 
over the controversies.

He also accused the Op-
position of  failing to en-
gage constructively during 
parliamentary discussions 
on the legislation, arguing 
that instead of  offering 
amendments to strengthen 
the Bill, Congress had dis-
rupted proceedings.

Referring to recruit-
ment examinations includ-
ing REET, police constable 
recruitment, Sub-Inspector 
recruitment, Forest Guard, 
Junior Engineer, Commu-
nity Health Officer, Librar-
ian, and Senior Teacher 
examinations, Dr. Poonia 
alleged that repeated paper 
leaks had undermined the 
careers of  lakhs of  aspir-
ants in Rajasthan. He 
claimed the new law intro-

duces stringent punish-
ment and substantial fi-
nancial penalties against 
those involved in examina-
tion fraud, thereby 
strengthening accountabil-
ity and fairness.

The BJP leader further 
criticised the Congress 
leadership over govern-
ance issues in Rajasthan, 
alleging failures in han-
dling law and order, re-
cruitment examinations, 
and the COVID-19 period. 
He also questioned the Op-
position’s parliamentary 
strategy, accusing it of  
avoiding substantive de-
bate on issues of  public 
interest and diverting at-
tention from legislative 
business. Commenting on 
remarks made by senior 
Congress leader Priyanka 
Gandhi Vadra regarding 
Union Education Minister 
Pralhad Joshi, Dr. Poonia 
termed the comments “in-
appropriate” and said con-
stitutional offices deserved 
institutional respect irre-
spective of  political differ-
ences. He contrasted Mr. 
Joshi’s political journey 
with that of  the Gandhi 
family, asserting that the 
Union Minister had risen 
through organisational 
work and public service.

‘Jo Padhega, Woh Badhega’: 
Advocate A.P. Singh’s Merit Call 
Rekindles Reservation Debate

n FAIR REPORT 
NEW DELHI
The national debate over 
India’s reservation policy 
has once again intensified 
after Supreme Court advo-
cate A.P. Singh publicly 
endorsed a merit-based 
framework for admissions 
and public employment, 
arguing that the future of  
affirmative action must 
shift from quotas to equal 
educational opportunity.

Addressing the issue, 
Singh questioned the con-
tinued relevance of  caste-
based reservations, re-
marking, “Jo padhega, woh 

badhega. Aarakshan ki 
kya zarurat hai?” He ar-
gued that the State’s fore-
most responsibility is to 
ensure every child has ac-
cess to quality, affordable 
education, irrespective of  
caste or economic back-
ground. Once that founda-
tion is secured, he said, 
admissions to higher edu-
cational institutions and 
recruitment to government 
services should be deter-
mined solely by merit and 
competitive performance.

Singh maintained that 
the existing quota system 
often fuels perceptions of  

inequality, particularly 
among candidates who 
narrowly miss selection 
despite higher scores. Ac-
cording to him, a transpar-
ent, merit-driven system 
would strengthen public 
confidence, reduce social 
friction, and reward aca-
demic excellence.

His remarks have, how-
ever, reignited a long-
standing constitutional 
and social debate. Support-
ers argue that reserva-
tions, conceived as a cor-
rective measure, require 
periodic review to reflect 
changing socio-economic 

Kharge’s Remarks Spark Political Storm, 
BJP Demands Tough Action in Parliament
n FAIR REPORT 
NEW DELHI
A fresh political confronta-
tion erupted after Congress 
President and Leader of  the 
Opposition in the Rajya 
Sabha, Mallikarjun Kharge, 
made remarks targeting Un-
ion Home Minister Amit 
Shah that drew sharp criti-
cism from the Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP). The rul-
ing party described the com-

ments as “unparliamenta-
ry” and “irresponsible”, 
demanding immediate ac-
tion from the Chair. The 
controversy centres on 
Kharge’s statement, which 
BJP leaders argue crossed 
the boundaries of  political 
discourse by invoking im-
agery that they say could be 
interpreted as encouraging 
public confrontation. Sen-
ior BJP leaders accused the 

Congress of  lowering the 
standards of  parliamentary 
debate and alleged that such 
rhetoric has no place in a 
constitutional democracy. 
The BJP has called upon the 
Speaker and the Rajya Sab-
ha Chairman to examine 
the remarks and consider 
disciplinary action if  they 
are found to violate parlia-
mentary rules and deco-
rum. Party leaders contend 

that elected representatives, 
particularly senior opposi-
tion figures, carry a height-
ened responsibility to exer-
cise restraint in public 
statements. Congress, how-
ever, has maintained that 
Kharge’s remarks were 
made in the context of  a po-
litical protest against the 
government and should not 
be taken as a literal call for 
violence. 

Baghpat 
Slaughterhouse 
Taunt Sparks 
Gunfire, Arrests
​BAGHPAT: A chilling se-
quence of  deliberate provo-
cation, open religious taunts, 
and a midnight police en-
counter culminated in the 
arrest of  a couple in Uttar 
Pradesh’s Baghpat district 
after they broadcasted them-
selves slaughtering a cow 
and daring local Hindus to 
stop them. ​The incident un-
folded in a quiet neighbor-
hood of  Baghpat when 
Javed and his wife, Washi-
ma, recorded a video that 
quickly sent shockwaves 
across social media plat-
forms. Standing over the re-
mains of  cattle, the couple 
offered an audacious, on-
camera challenge to the local 
Hindu community.


