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Ceuta (Spain)/Fnideg (Mo rocco), JuIy 31 Spaln said Friday that at least 57 people were k|IIed dunng a bape ru of migrants into its enclave North Afnca but noted that most of the more than 20,000 who entered are already return ing
voluntarily. The Spanish government’s representative in the endave of Ceuta sall 57 bodies have been recovered on the Spanish side of the border and that there could be additional caualties on the Moroccan side. It said some drowned
and some were crushed while trying to climb the breakwater that holds the border lesson Moroccan foros best In crowds with batons gas at the gates to Ceuta, trying to prevent re from storming luy Spanish ter that juta on a spit of
san dy land into the Mediterr from Morocco. The rush on the border that dens of fellow EX tained. and the incident omparatively la end to thousands of migration poli duding suthor

AI'VS SAND MAFIA: RAJASTHAN
UNLEASHES HIGH-TECH OFFENSIVE
TO SAVE THE CHAMBAL SANCTUARY

B FAIR REPORT
JAIPUR

In a decisive escalation
against the illegal sand
mining mafia, the Ra-
jasthan government has
rolled out a sweeping tech-
nology-driven enforcement
framework to protect the
fragile ecosystem of the
National Chambal Sanctu-
ary, signalling a shift from
conventional policing to
intelligence-led environ-
mental governance.

At a high-level review
meeting chaired by Chief
Secretary V. Srinivas, the
state finalised a compre-
hensive action plan in com-
pliance with Supreme
Court directives and rec-
ommendations of the Cen-
tral Empowered Commit-
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tee (CEC). The strategy
seeks to dismantle organ-
ised mining syndicates
while strengthening con-
servation of one of India’s
most ecologically sensitive
river habitats, home to crit-
ically endangered species
such as the gharial, Ganget-
ic dolphin and Indian skim-
mer.

Under the new frame-
work, District Collectors
have been designated as
nodal officers to coordinate
enforcement, while Super-
intendents of Police have
been entrusted with identi-
fying and dismantling ille-
gal mining networks, in-
cluding financiers, trans-
porters and organised

criminal syndicates that
sustain the illicit trade.
The government’s big-
gest weapon, however, will
be technology. An Al-pow-
ered online monitoring
dashboard will integrate
field intelligence with high-
resolution satellite image-
ry, monthly drone surveys,
GPS tracking, PTZ surveil-
lance cameras and Al-ena-
bled thermal imaging to
detect illegal mining activ-
ity inreal time. Joint teams
of revenue, police and for-
est officials will conduct
surprise inspections every
fortnight under a standard
operating procedure, with
enforcement  personnel
equipped with body cam-
eras and GPS devices to
ensure transparency.

The crackdown also
seeks to transform local
communities into environ-
mental watchdogs. QR
code-based digital com-
plaint platforms will allow
villagers and fishermen to
anonymously upload geo-
tagged photographs and
videos of illegal mining
activities, while a reward
mechanism will incentiv-
ise actionable intelligence.

In a significant adminis-
trative reform, the perfor-
mance of district officials
in curbing illegal mining
and implementing court
orders will now form part
of their Annual Perfor-
mance Appraisal Reports
(APARSs), with accountabil-
ity fixed for failures in sen-
sitive zones.

‘Faith Is Rajasthan’s
Living Heritage’: CM
Bhajan Lal Sharma
Announces New Push
for Om Banna Temple
Development

Jaipur: Blending faith with
tourism and heritage conser-
vation, Rajasthan Chief
Minister Bhajan Lal Sharma
on Friday reaffirmed his gov-
ernment’s commitment to
preserving the state’s re-
vered spiritual landmarks,
announcing that therecently
allotted land for the expan-
sion of the Shri Om Banna
Temple in Pali district will
pave the way for a modern
pilgrimage complex while
safeguarding its unique leg-
acy. Addressing a gathering
at the Chief Minister’s Resi-
dence, where devotees had
assembled to express grati-
tude for the land allocation,
Sharma said Rajasthan’s
identity is inseparable from
its rich tapestry of sacred
sites, folk traditions and leg-
endary personalities whose
lives continue to inspire gen-
erations.

SMS Hospital Scripts Medical History:

Rajasthan’s First Robotic

Surgery for Oesophageal

Cancer Marks New Era in
Public Healthcare

M FAIR REPORT
JAIPUR

In alandmark breakthrough
for Rajasthan’s public health-
care system, Jaipur’s Sawai
Man Singh (SMS) Hospital
has successfully performed
the state’s first robotic-assist-
ed thoracic surgery for oe-
sophageal (food pipe) cancer,
demonstrating that cutting-
edge cancer care is no longer
confined to private hospitals.
The complex procedure, car-
ried out by the Department of
Surgery’s Unit-V under sen-
ior surgeon Dr Rajendra
Bagdi, involved a patient diag-
nosed with a seven-centime-
tre malignant tumour located
approximately 30 centimetres
from the upper end of the oe-

sophagus. Following a multi-
disciplinary evaluation, sur-
geons performed a robotic-
assisted  oesophagectomy
with intrathoracic oesoph-
agogastric anastomosis, re-
movingthe cancerous section
of the oesophagus and recon-
structing the digestive tract
by connecting the stomach to
the remaining oesophagus
within the chest cavity. The
surgery,among the most tech-
nically demanding thoracic
oncological procedures, was
executed using robotic tech-
nology that offers 360-degree
instrument articulation, su-
perior precision and en-
hanced manoeuvrability; ena-
bling surgeons to operate
with remarkable.

Portable Ultrasound, Secret App and 750,000 Sting: Rajasthan
Cracks Down on lllegal Foetal Sex Determination Racket

® FAIR REPORT
JAIPUR/JODHPUR

In a major crackdown on
illegal prenatal sex de-
termination, Rajasthan’s
PCPNDT enforcement
team on Friday arrested
aman allegedly conduct-
ing clandestine foetal
sex determination tests
using a handheld porta-
ble ultrasound device
linked to a mobile appli-
cation, exposing what of-
ficials describe as an
emerging technological
challenge to the enforce-
ment of the PCPNDT
Act.

The accused, Omaram
Choudhary, was appre-
hended during a meticu-
lously planned decoy
operation at Shri Sagar
Clinic on Banad Road in
Jodhpur. Investigators

seized the portable ultra-
sound probe, the mobile
phone used to operate
the device and 50,000 in
marked currency notes
allegedly accepted as
payment for the illegal
procedure.

According to Mission
Director Dr Jogaram,
the suspect had been un-
der surveillance for an
extended period after in-
telligence inputs sug-
gested his involvement
in unlawful foetal sex
determination. Acting
on verified information,
the state constituted a
special team led by
PCPNDT Project Direc-
tor Sonal Meena and Ad-
ditional Superintendent
of Police Anjali Ajit Jor-
wal to execute the sting.

Officials said a decoy

pregnant woman was
first instructed by the
accused to reach Paota,
following which he alleg-

edly transported her in
his Scorpio SUV to his
clinic on Banad Road.
There, investigators

e

claim, he conducted an
ultrasound examination
using a portable hand-
held probe connected by

cable to a smartphone,
with a specialised appli-
cation functioning as the
imaging display.

The waiting police
team moved in immedi-
ately after receiving the
pre-arranged signal and
took the accused into
custody. Along with the
electronic equipment,
investigators recovered
the marked cash alleg-
edly paid for the illegal
sex determination test.

Preliminary investi-
gations indicate that the
accused was using a mo-
bile-based portable ul-
trasound system, a tech-
nology more commonly
seen in international
markets but increasing-
ly drawing the attention
of enforcement agencies
due to its portability and

ability to evade conven-
tional monitoring mech-
anisms.

Officials noted that
under India’s Pre-Con-
ception and Pre-Natal
Diagnostic Techniques
(PCPNDT) Act, both con-
ducting and seeking foe-
tal sex determination
are criminal offences.
Every ultrasound ma-
chine used for diagnostic
purposes must be regis-
tered and is subject to
regulatory monitoring,
including GPS-based
tracking mechanisms
designed to prevent mis-
use.

The operation involved
a coordinated effort by of-
ficials from the Health
Department and Ra-
jasthan Police, including
Chief Medical and Health

Officer Dr Surendra Sin-
gh Shekhawat, Police In-
spectors Preeti Chaichi
and Santosh Kumar Shar-
ma, Sub-Inspector Dwar-
ka Prasad, PCPNDT coor-
dinators, and personnel
from the PBI Police Sta-
tion. The seizure is being
viewed as a significant
enforcement success,
highlighting how authori-
ties are adapting to in-
creasingly sophisticated
methods allegedly being
employed to circumvent
India’s strict ban on pre-
natal sex determination.
The investigation is ex-
pected to examine wheth-
er the accused acted inde-
pendently or was part of
a wider network facilitat-
ing illegal foetal sex deter-
mination across the re-
gion.
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Assam to seek insurance, NBFC moratorium for flood victims

FAIR REPORTH Guwahati

The Assam Government on
Friday decided to approach
insurance companies and
non-banking financial com-
panies (NBFCs) for expedi-
tious disposal of claims and
providing a moratorium to
their customers from the
four districts which have
been badly affected by the
floods this year, Chief
Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma said.

Assessment of damage to
houses, livestock, etc., is
expected to be completed
shortly, and the Government
will try to ensure that funds
for repair are disbursed at
the earliest, he added.

The announcement came
a day after the Chief MInister
chaired a special meeting of
the State Level Bankers’
Committee (SLBC), in which
it was decided that a six-
month moratorium would

be offered to all flood-affect-
ed people in four districts for
repaying loans.

At least 80 people have
died and more than 2 lakh
people have been affected in
the deluge in the state so far.
Four districts — Sivasagar,
Chariadeo, Jorhat and
Golaghat — have been
impacted the most.

Addressing the media after
chairing a Cabinet meeting
here, Sarma said, “We dis-
cussed at length on how to
provide more relief to the
people at this crucial time.”

He said it was decided to
convene a meeting with both
private and Government
insurance companies on
August 5 to urge them to
expeditiously settle claims
against insured damaged
vehicles, livestock, etc.

“For the four districts of
Sivasagar, Chariadeo, Jorhat
and Golaghat, we will
request them to collect the

claims themselves and settle
them at the earliest,” he
added.

The CM further said the
Government will also meet
the NBFCs on August 5 with
the request to granta mora-
torium and such benefits to
borrowers from these four

31.07.2026

districts.

“Just as the banks have
extended a six-month mora-
torium on loans or the term
for loan repayment after our
meeting with them yester-
day, we will urge the NBFCs
to provide similar benefits
too,” he said.

Sarma said assessment of
damages caused to houses is
being done in the worst-hit
districts and is expected to
be completed within a day or
two, so that disbursement of
15,000 per family as interim
relief can be done within
August.

Assessment of affected
students eligible for book
purchase grants is also being
undertaken, he added.

While distribution of free
textbooks has already com-
menced, money from the
Chief Minister’s Relief Fund
for the re-distribution of free
school uniforms in the dis-
tricts will be done on
Saturday, Sarma added.

He said that the assess-
ment of permanent damage
to public infrastructure will
start from August 7,and it will
be carried out in a mission
mode so thatitis completed
in 10 to 15 days, and funds for
repair can be released by the

Jaipur, Saturday, 1 August 2026
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Konyak Union refutes claims linking
Mon district to Assam floods

month’s end.

“I will visit Sivasagar and
Charaideo before the launch
of the assessment,” Sarma
added.

He further said that the
Cabinet approved Rs 2 to 3
lakh for the repair and desil-
tation of schools in these two
districts, and will ensure that
classes can resume at the
earliest. “From September
one, damage to roads,
embankments, etc. will be
assessed, which will require
more funds for repair,” the
Chief Minister added.

On reports claiming that
activities in Nagaland led to
the flood fury in downstream
Assam districts, Sarma said,
“At this stage, | cannot
comment. Nagaland is also
under floods, and they are
also suffering. These things
can be discussed when the
present situation is over,” he
said, avoding many
questions on this regard.

FAIR REPORT
M Guwahati

The Konyak Union has strong-
ly denied allegations linking
the recent floods in parts of
Assam to the release of water
from a purported Dikhu Hydro
Electric Project in Nagaland’s
Mon district or to alleged
illegal coal mining activities in
the Naginimora area.

In a press statement, the
Union clarified that no hydro-
electric dam or reservoir
exists in Mon district, adding
that the Dikhu Hydro Electric
Project remains only a pro-
posed project and has never
been constructed or com-
missioned. It also said there
is no evidence to support
claims that alleged gold
mining in Naginimora con-
tributed to the flooding.

According to the Union, the
floods were triggered by

exceptionally heavy rainfall
and cloudburst-like down-
pours on July 19 and 20, which
caused landslides, flash floods
and overflowing rivers across
Mon district before affecting
Naginimora and Tizit.

The Konyak Union urged
public representatives, organ-
isations and the media to
verify facts before making
statements, warning that
misinformation could harm
the long-standing cordial
relations between the people
of Nagaland and Assam.

Khandwa: 4 stranded on idand rescued by SDERF

FAIR REPORT
W Bhopal

Four people stranded on a
smallisland at the confluence
of two rain-swollen rivers in
Khandwa district were
rescued safely in the early
hours of Friday after an 11-
hour operation carried out by
the State Disaster Emergency
Response Force (SDERF).
The incident occurred in
the Handikundi area, around
20 kilometres from the
Khandwa district headquar-
ters, where the Sukta and
Avana rivers meet. The group
had gone for a picnic on
Thursday when the water
level rose rapidly following
heavy rainfall in the region,
cutting off their access to
the riverbank and leaving
them trapped on the island.
The stranded individuals
were identified as Huzefa
Hamid (40), Mayank alias
Gopal (16), Ali Asgar (35), and
Ayush (18). After receiving
information at around 6.15

pm, police alerted the SDERF,
which immediately rushed to
the spot and launched a
rescue operation.

Officials said the rescue
team initially attempted to
send a motorboat to the island

rescuers to suspend the
attempt to avoid endangering
both the trapped group and
rescue personnel.

As the water level
remained high, the SDERF
adopted an alternative strat-
using safety ropes. However, egy. Using drones, rescuers
the strong current made the delivered life jackets, food
operation too risky, prompting ~ paFAIR REPORT rto

the stranded picnickers,
ensuring their safety through
the night. Officials also main-
tained constant mobile
phone contact with them to
monitor their condition and
reassure them as the rescue
operation continued.

Once the river current
weakened and the water
level receded slightly, res-
cuers resumed the opera-
tion. A motorboat, secured
with safety ropes, was suc-
cessfully guided to the island,
and all four people were
brought back safely at around
4.45 am on Friday.

Officials said the successful
rescue highlighted the impor-
tance of patience, careful
planning and the use of tech-
nology during disaster
response. They also urged
people to avoid visiting river-
banks and low-lying areas
during the monsoon, as
water levels can rise sud-
denly due to heavy rainfall
upstream, posing a serious
risk to life.

Army Chief unveils Xtreme Weather Grade diesel

FAIR REPORT
M New Delhi

Army Chief General Dhiraj
Seth on Friday unveiled
indigenously developed
Xtreme Weather Grade
(XWG) diesel, which can
remain effective at temper-
atures as low as minus 42
degrees Celsius, and
described it as a “game-
changing” indigenous inno-
vation that would enhance
mobility, operational readi-
ness and mission reliability.

Compliant with BS-VI stan-
dards and IS 1460:2025 spec-
ifications, it can be used in
the Indian Army’s existing
vehicle fleet “without any
engine modification or re-
homologation,” the defence
ministry said. Developed
jointly by the Indian Army
and oil marketing compa-
nies, the specialised fuel
will enhance the mobility,
safety and operational avail-
ability of combat and logis-
tics vehicles in extreme cli-

matic conditions, it said.
“The technology also has
wider civilian use in high-

altitude and severe winter

regions and represents a
significant step towards
Atmanirbhar Bharat,” the
ministry said in a statement.

Conventional diesel can

thicken and clog fuel filters at

very low temperatures, affect-
ing the operation of vehicles
in high-altitude and snow-
bound areas, officials said.
XWG diesel overcomes
this challenge and remains
effective at temperatures
as low as minus 42 degrees

ANE
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Celsius, the ministry said.
The Army chief, at an event
held here, described XWG
diesel as a “game-changing
indigenous innovation” that
would enhance mobility,
operational readiness and
mission reliability across
extreme climatic conditions.
He highlighted that the
fuel would eliminate prac-
tices previously required to
keep vehicles functional
during severe winters,
thereby improving the safety
and morale of personnel.
General Seth commended
the Indian Army team and

the oil marketing compa-
nies for developing the solu-
tion within a year and
expressed confidence that
the collaboration would
lead to further specialised
fuels for diverse operational
requirements.

Beyond its military appli-
cations, the technology will
also benefit civilian vehi-
cles in high-altitude and
extreme winter regions by
improving the reliability
and safety of vehicles and
equipment operating
under severe climatic con-
ditions, it said.

Non-local labourer Killed in
a terrorist attack in Kulgam

FAIR REPORT
M Thane

Atleast 10 people were killed
and three others injured after
a four-storey residential
building, tagged as ‘danger-
ous’in 2020 by the local civic
body and currently undergo-
ing repairs illegally, collapsed
in Bhiwandi town of
Maharashtra’s Thane district,
officials said on Friday.

A portion of the Kohinoor
Building in the Balaji Nagar
area of the powerloom town,
around 50km from Mumbai,
came crashing down at11.20
pmon Thursday, triggering a
19-hour-long multi-agency

search and rescue opera-
tion that ended at around
7pm, they said.

Rescue workers from the
National Disaster Response
Force (NDRF), Thane Disaster
Response Force (TDRF), and
municipal fire brigade per-
sonnel from Thane city and
Bhiwandi were involved in
the operation as heavy
machinery and sniffer dogs
were deployed to look for sur-
vivors under the debris, said
the officials of the district dis-

aster management cell.

Shrikant Pardeshi, Assistant
Municipal Commissioner and
PRO, Bhiwandi Nizampur City
Municipal Corporation
(BNCMC), told PTI that ten
people lost their lives in the
collapse, while three others
were injured.

He said civic officials have
approached the local
Bhoiwada police for lodging
acomplaint against the con-
tractor who carried out
repairs in the building
without obtaining permis-
sion from the BNCMC.

Senior Inspector Vikram

10 killed as 4-storey bUI|dI ng coIIapses |n Bhiwandi

A portion of the Kohlnoor Building in Balaji Nagar area of the powerloom
town collapsed on late Thursday in Bhiwandi, Maharashtra on Frida PTI

Mohite of the Bhoiwada
police said the process of
registering a case against the  said.
contractor was underway. The officials said five of the
The collapsed structure deceased were identified as
comprised 48 rooms, 12 on Shamim Shaikh (32), Ranjeet
each floor. Around 9 pm on  Singh (45), Miraj Rasul Shaikh
Thursday, residents heard (34), Santosh Kumar Pandey
“loud cracking sounds” ema- (42) and Shamim Ansari (30).
nating from the building, an The BNCMC said it identi-
official said. fied the building as “danger-
Fearing the worst, locals ous”in September 2020, and
immediately helped evacuate issued eviction notices on
many families to other loca- June 5 this year, subsequent-
tions. However, while some ly disconnecting electricity
occupants were still making and water supply. But despite
their way out, the ‘B’ wing of that, the property owners

the building caved in, he

initiated structural repair
works without obtaining any
permission from the civic
body.

Hours before the crash, on
July 30,2026, a civic team led
by an Assistant Municipal
Commissioner visited the site
and noticed structural insta-
bility. The team immediately
evacuated around 40 resi-
dents and labourers working
there, said the civic body.

The contractor and
workers were asked to stop
the repair work, but they

refused to listen, it said,
adding a few residents also
refused to step out.

The civic commissioner
ordered a strict punitive
action and criminal proceed-
ings against the contractor
involved in the “illegal” repair
works.

Maharashtra  Water
Resources and Disaster
Management Minister Girish
Mahajan visited the disaster
site to inspect the ongoing
relief operation and
announced a financial assis-
tance of Rs 5 lakh each to the
families of the deceased.

Talking to reporters, he
said, “I have briefed Chief
Minister Devendra Fadnavis
about the situation. Following
directions from the CM, we
are announcing a compensa-
tion of Rs 5 lakh each to the
families of those who lost
their lives in this tragic inci-
dent.”

The minister added instruc-
tions have been issued to
hospital authorities to
provide the best possible
medical treatment to the
injured persons at
Government expense.

FAIR REPORT g Jammu

Anon-local labourer, hailing
from Chhattisgarh, was
killed while another sus-
tained injuries after terror-
ists opened fire on them in
the Kelam area of Kulgam
district late Friday evening.

This is the second incident
of targeted killing in a span
of 10 days. On July 22, a
Jammu and Kashmir police-
man, deployed on Amarnath
yatra duty, was killed in a
surprise terrorist attack at Lal
Chowk in Anantnag district.

A senior J&K police officer
said terrorists fired upon
two non-local labourers,
working in a local brick kiln
at Kelam, leaving both crit-
ically injured.

Bleeding profusely, the
injured labourers were
immediately shifted to a
nearby hospital, where one
of them succumbed to his
injuries, while the other was
undergoing treatment at
the time of filing the report.

Lieutenant Governor

Manoj Sinha strongly con-
demned the terrorist attack
in Kulgam that claimed the
life of a labourer from
Chhattisgarh and directed
security forces to intensify
anti-terror operations to
eliminate those responsible.

Soon after the attack,
security forces rushed to
the area, cordoned off the
locality and launched a
search operation to trace the
attackers. LG Sinha in a post
on X wrote, | spoke with
Director General of Police

Nalin Prabhat and other top
security officials following
the attack.

“I strongly condemn this
cowardly terrorist act. | have
directed our security forces
to step up their operations
and eliminate the terror-
ists,” the Lieutenant
Governor said. He said that
J&K Police and security
forces have cordoned off
the area and launched an
operation to bring the
perpetrators to justice.

The Lieutenant Governor
also stated that another
injured labourer from
Chhattisgarh had been
shifted to hospital for urgent
medical treatment.

Expressing condolences,
Sinha conveyed his deepest
sympathies to the bereaved
family and prayed for the
speedy recovery of the
injured labourer. “The J&K
Administration and the
entire nation stand firmly
with the affected families
during this difficult time”,
he said.

CBI conducts searches in ¥105.44 crore
PNB fraud case involving NCS Sugars Ltd

West Bengal STF arrests JeM operative for tracking Adhikari

FAIR REPORT W Kolkata

The Special Task Force of
Bengal Police has arrested
Hamim Mondal, an operative
of Pakistan-based terror
outfit Jaish-e-Muhammad.
Digital devices recovered
from him indicated his sur-
veillance activities on several
political functionaries,
including travel movements
of State Chief Minister
Suvendu Adhikari, officials
said, adding he was picked
up from the Renaissance
township of Burdwan, a city
110 km north of Kolkata.

Mondal was picked up in
a dramatic operation in the
small hours of Friday,
sources said.

He had recently shifted to
his rented apartment at
Burdwan after the State
Government conducted an
eviction drive in the Pil
Khana area of Howrah
where he originally lived,
police said, adding he was a
close confidant of Sajjad

Butt, one of the alleged
persons involved in the 2019
Pulwama attack when a Jaish
suicide bomber rammed an
explosives-laden vehicle into
a CRPF convoy in Kashmir,
killing 40 personnel.

Sajjad and Mondal might
have come into contact via
social media a few years
ago, officials suspected,
adding he was also in touch
with Pakistan’s Inter Services
Intelligence.

Referring to the arrest, the
Chief Minister said: “It is an
extremely sensitive issue... it
is not for me to comment on
the issue as it involves a

larger national and even
international angle... the STF
will give a briefing later on...
I can only say that some
political persons, including
Umesh Rai (a Bengal minis-
ter) and me.”

Mondal, who was living
with his parents and sisters
at Burdwan, was on Friday
remanded to 14 days’ police
custody by the designated
judge, police said, adding
they were analysing the
various other data that had
been recovered from him.

The police sources said
electronic devices, includ-
ing a mobile phone seized

from Mondal, were being
examined to trace his com-
munications, movements
and alleged plans. “The
police have to find out
whether he was a recruiter
and if so how many persons
had he recruited and
whether they have set up
bases in the State or other
places of the country... the
full extent of his network
has to be found out,” a senior
official said.

Incidentally, parts of
Burdwan East had figured
earlier on account of terror
activities when in 2014 an
accidental blast inside a

house at Khagragarh
exposed the presence of
banned Jamaat-ul-

Mujahideen Bangladesh
(JMB) operatives in the area.

In fact, the Union Home
Minister had conducted a
high-level meeting with four
Chief Ministers of eastern
India in Kolkata in 2022 to
discuss the issue of rising
terror threats.

FAIR REPORT
M New Delhi

On Friday, the Central Bureau
of Investigation (CBI) searched
10 locations in Hyderabad,
Vizianagaram, and Kakinada
as part of a major bank fraud
case involving NCS Sugars
Ltd. The case, handled by the
CBI's Bank Securities and
Fraud Branch in Bengaluru,
involves an alleged loss of
%105.44 crore to Punjab
National Bank in Chennai.
According to the CBI
spokesperson, the agency
registered the case against
the company, its directors,
and some unknown public
servants after a complaint
from PNB. The bank accused
them of criminal conspiracy,
cheating, breach of trust, mis-
appropriation, and forgery.
The accused used forged
documents to get credit, then
diverted and misused the

loans instead of using them
for business. The accounts
became irregular and eventu-
ally defaulted, leading to
major losses for the public
sector bank.

The searches took place at
the company’s factory, its
registered office, and the
directors’ homes. CBI teams
collected documents and
digital evidence for their
investigation. Officials said
they are now reviewing the
materials to determine how
far the alleged conspiracy
extends, trace the money,
and identify everyone
involved, including any public
servants. NCS Sugars Ltd,
which makes sugar in Andhra
Pradesh and Telangana, has
faced financial problems in
recent years and has been
going through insolvency
proceedings since 2022.

The CBI is now investigat-
ing PNB credit facilities and

claims that forged docu-
ments were used to obtain
and move funds.

Bank fraud like this is still
a problem for India’s public
sector banks. Agencies like
the CBI often look into cases
where borrowers get loans by
giving false information,
inflating assets, or moving
money to related compa-
nies. In this case, the com-
plaint mentioned forged doc-

uments and the failure to use
the funds for proper business
purposes.

CBI officials said the inves-
tigation is still in its early
stages. They expect the digital
evidence to help trace trans-
actions and find any transfers
meant to hide how borrowed
funds were used. Reviewing
the seized records will show
if the alleged forgery and fund
diversion happened once or
are part of a bigger pattern
involving more people.

The agency said more action
could follow after it finishes
analysing the material. No
arrests have been made so far.
The agency has economic
offence cases and says protect-
ing public funds is a top prior-
ity. As they continue reviewing
documents and digital devices,
more information about the
alleged conspiracy and the
amount of diverted funds
should emerge.
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Govt rejects legal changes for
CAG recommendations

The Government on Friday told the Lok Sabha that there is
no proposal to amend the law to effectively implement
recommendations of the Comptroller and Auditor General
(CAG) across ministries and States.

In a written reply, Law Minister Arjun Ram Meghwal also
said measures have been taken to improve legal compliance
and accountability regarding the audit findings of the

principal auditor.

He said in the last five years, the Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) has registered one case on the basis of
CAG Report No 7 of 2012-2013 regarding performance
audit of allocation of coal blocks and augmentation of coal
production. “Upon completion of investigation, a closure
report was filed on March 31,2025, in the competent court,”

he noted.

(PTI)

Supreme Court stays CIC
order on NSEI RTI status

The Supreme Court on Friday stayed an order of the Central
Information Commission which held that the National Stock
Exchange of India (NSEI) is a 'public authority under the

Right to Information Act.

A bench of justices Vikram Nath and Sandeep Mehta
agreed to hear a petition filed by the NSEI and sought
responses from the Central Information Commission and

others within four weeks.

The NSEI challenged the July 1 verdict of a division bench

of the Delhi High Court.

The high court's division bench had dismissed the NSEI's
appeal against its single judge’s April 2010 decision which
ruled that NSEI qualified as a ‘public authority' under

section 2(h) of the RTI Act.

The stock exchange had challenged the June 2007 CIC
order before the single judge and asserted that it was not a
"public authority’ under the RTI Act.

Citizens can enforce their right to ask for information only
from a 'public authority’ under the RTI Act.

The high court's division bench had observed that if the
body is owned, controlled or substantially financed by the
appropriate Government, it would qualify as a "public

authority".

"The single judge holds, in the impugned judgment, that
the NSEI is controlled by the appropriate Government, and

Jaipur, Saturday, 1 August 2026
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SC stays arrest of DMK leader Senthil Balaji

FAIR REPORT
M New Delhi

In a major relief to DMK
leader and former minister vV
Senthil Balaji, the Supreme
Courton Friday granted him
anticipatory bail till further
orders in a fresh corruption
case lodged against him by
the Tamil Nadu Government.

A bench of Chief Justice
Surya Kant and Justice
Joymalya Bagchi stayed his
arrest with certain condi-
tions — that he will cooper-
ate with the investigation,
deposit his passport and not
influence any witnesses and
tamper with evidence.

“You immediately come
to us even if there is slightest
breach in bail conditions.
We will modify or cancel
our orders,” Justice Bagchi
told senior advocate Guru
Krishnakumar, appearing for
the Tamil Nadu Government.

The case, pertaining to
alleged irregularities in the
Tamil Nadu State Marketing
Corporation (TASMAC) saw
fast paced twist and turns in
last couple of days.

On Thursday, the Madras
High Court dismissed his
pre-arrest bail plea saying his
custodial interrogation was
needed. Within a couple of
hours, a battery of senior
lawyers led by Kapil Sibal
mentioned the appeal
against the denial of bail
before the apex court for
urgent hearing.

The top court took the
plea and listed it for hearing
on Friday, when Justice
Mohana recused herself from
hearing. The petition was
taken up for hearing during
the day by a bench headed
by CJI owing to the urgency.
During the hearing, the Chief
Justice asked Krishnkumar,
why Balaji’s custodial inter-
rogation was needed as the
case was largely based on
documentary evidence.

The senior counsel replied
that the allegations pertain
to the incident of 2021-25
and Balaji prevented the reg-
istration of the FIR as he was
then a minister and therefore
he cannot get a blanket pro-
tection from the court.

Sibal along with senior

counsels Mukul Rohatgi and
Amit Anand Tiwari, appear-
ing for Balaji submitted that
itwas a “strange case” as the
FIR was filed on July 28 after
the new TVK Government
led by Chief Minister Joseph
Vijay came to power, based
on an affidavit filed by the
Enforcement Directorate (ED)
in another case.

“The events they say are of
2021-25. There’s an affidavit
filed by ED in 2025 in this
court. The person who filed
the affidavit has now turned
as the Government has come
into existence. FIR filed on
July 28 relying on that affi-
davit,” he submitted.

Justice Bagchi then
pointed out that he was no
longer a minister and the
state Government was not
under his influence and the
court will ensure that he
does not run away from the
investigation and influence
the witnesses.

Krishnakumar further sub-
mitted that it was a case of
grave corruption and antic-
ipatory bail was not war-
ranted.

He pointed out Balaji’s
antecedents, saying that the
top court has also earlier
adversely commented on his
conduct in the case.

The top court issued notice

to Tamil Nadu Government
on the plea and said the
Government can approach
the court, if his custodial
interrogation was needed
in the case. The bench
observed that these are all
political matters and ordered
that subject to Balaji joining
the investigation in the case,
his arrest shall be stayed till
further orders in the FIR reg-
istered on July 28.

It posted the matter for
further hearing after three
weeks. The high court had
dismissed the anticipatory
bail petition of Balaji in the
FIR lodged by the Directorate
of Vigilance and Anti-
Corruption (DVAC) in the
TASMAC scam case. Balaji
represents Coimbatore South
in the Tamil Nadu assembly.

According to the FIR, a
large-scale scam took place
in TASMAC in the allotment of
shops and bars.

Balaji alleged that the FIR
quoted verbatim the ED’s
affidavit and the petition the
agency filed before the
Supreme Court.

In fact, the FIR itself at

various places says that it is
from the counter affidavit
and petition of the ED, the
plea said.

The FIR details a system-
atic cash-kickback scheme
involving tens of crores,
where bottle supply com-
panies generated bogus or
inflated invoices for distil-
leries. The DVAC in its FIR
said that Balaji entered into
a criminal conspiracy to
manipulate TASMAC’s func-
tioning by rigging bar and
transport tenders, favour-
ing a few select liquor man-
ufacturers, resulting in
overpricing of liquor, and
causing financial loss to
the public exchequer. The
DVAC registered an FIR
against seven accused.

The FIR against Balaji,
former TASMAC managing
director S Visakan and five
others was for alleged misap-
propriation, manipulation of
procurement and tender
processes in allotting bar
licences, transport tenders,
and bogus and inflated trans-
actions by certain distilleries
and bottling firms.

SC orders aid for Indian families
affected by Russia- Ukralne war

FAIR REPORT
M New Delhi

The Supreme Court on Friday
directed the Centre to appoint
anodal officerin the external
affairs ministry to coordinate
with the families of those
who have died, gone missing,
or suffered injuries while fight-
ing in the Russia-Ukraine war.

A bench comprising Chief
Justice Surya Kant and justices
Joymalya Bagchi and V
Mohana also directed the
Ministry of External Affairs
(MEA) to facilitate DNA match-
ing of family members with
the mortal remains.

The bench was hearing a
plea pertaining to Indian
nationals recruited into the
Russian military after being
allegedly duped by travel
agents. The plea seeks return
of mortal remains, compensa-
tion and a coordinated mech-
anism for affected families.

The bench heard submis-
sions of the counsel for the
petitioner and Additional
Solicitor General Aishwarya

Bhati, on behalf of the
Centre and passed a slew
of directions. “The Ministry of
External Affairs (MEA) shall
notify an official as the nodal
officer whose details and
contact number be shared
with the family members of
Indian nationals who had
gone to Russia... and died or
injured,” the bench said.

It asked the MEA to arrange
for the DNA tests of family
members of the dead and
upon matching, ensure
handing over of the mortal
remains. It also asked the min-
istry to ensure that bereaved
families are provided with
the details of documents

needed for claiming com-
pensation from the Russian
Government. It directed the
MEA to provide all relevant
information and updates in
vernacular language. The
bench asked the ministry
to deal expeditiously with
the cases pertaining to
handing over the mortal
remains to the families for
conducting last rites.

It also directed the
National Legal Services
Authority (NALSA) and state
legal services to extend assis-
tance to the families in secur-
ing the mortal remains of
their relatives and pursuing
compensation claims.

FAIR REPORT
M New Delhi

have “embraced freedom”.

The apex court took note
of the submissions of senior
advocate Kapil Sibal,
appearing for the National
Conference leader, that an
application has been filed
under Article 142 of
the Constitution seeking
dissolution of marriage as
the parties have settled
the matter. “We will make it
a part of our order and will
dispose of it in terms of
that,” a bench of Justices PS
Narasimha and Alok Aradhe
said. The bench will pass a
formal order.

“Both of them have
embraced freedom. It’s all
settled. (Article) 142 filed.

The Supreme Court on
Friday agreed to dissolve the
marriage of Jammu and
Kashmir Chief Minister
Omar Abdullah with his
estranged wife Payal
Abdullah after taking note of
their submissions that they

SC agreesto dissolve J&K CM
marriage with estranged Wlfe

Your lordships may grant
divorce,” Sibal told the
bench. “When did this appli-
cation come on record?”
the bench asked. It was
informed that the applica-
tion was filed on July 22.

“All other matters will be
withdrawn. Itis all set out (in
the application),” Sibal said.
The bench was hearing two
pleas, including the one
filed by Omar Abdullah
seeking divorce on the
grounds of cruelty.

In July 2024, the apex
court had sought response
from Payal Abdullah on
Omar Abdullah’s plea chal-
lenging an order of the

Oon

Delhi High Court.
December 12, 2023, the
high court dismissed
Omar Abdullah’s plea
seeking a divorce, saying
there was no merit in

his appeal. The high
court upheld the 2016
family court order refus-
ing to grant a decree of
divorce to him.

On August 30, 2016, the
family court dismissed
Omar Abdullah’s plea,
holding that he could not
prove his claims of
“cruelty” or “desertion”
which were the grounds
alleged by him for seeking
a decree of divorce.

Recruitment irregularities hlt constitutional mandate:

FAIR REPORT
M Bengaluru

The Karnataka High Court has
observed that allegations of large-
scale irregularities in the KPSC
recruitment of 400 Veterinary
Officers, if ultimately established,
would amount to “not sporadic
irregularities, but a systematic
assault upon the constitutional
mandate governing public
employment.”

The bench sought the Karnataka
Government’s response on a plea to
transfer the probe to the CBI during
the hearing on July 29.

Hearing a petition filed by
Manjunath, Justice M Nagaprasanna
observed that recruitment to public
office is the gateway through which
the constitutional promise of equal-
ity of opportunity under Article 16
finds practical expression and that
if the process becomes susceptible
to “manipulation, favouritism or

pecuniary influence”, the casualty
is not merely the unsuccessful can-
didate but also the credibility of
every public institution entrusted
with selecting the best candidates.

Appearing for the petitioner,
advocate Girish Bharadwaj con-
tended that permitting the investi-
gation to remain with the Crime
Investigation Department (CID)
would be futile in view of the mag-
nitude of the alleged recruitment
scam and argued that public confi-
dence could be restored only if the
investigation was entrusted to the
CBI. The court noted that the com-
plaint alleged the recruitment
process was not merely marred by
isolated irregularities but was “thor-
oughly contaminated by an organ-
ised design to subvert merititself”.

It referred to allegations that
candidates with outstanding acad-
emic credentials were left out of the
select list while several others with
comparatively weaker academic

records secured unusually high
marks, raising grave suspicion over
the fairness of the selection process.

The order further recorded alle-
gations that certain candidates had
access to confidential examination
material before the test, that OMR
answer sheets were subsequently
manipulated, and that middlemen
had promised appointments in
exchange for large sums of money.

It observed that, if the allegations

withstand judicial scrutiny, they
would disclose a systematic attack
on the integrity of public recruit-
ment rather than isolated irregular-
ities. The High Court directed the
Special Public Prosecutor to explain
why the investigation, presently
entrusted to the CID, should not
instead be transferred to the CBI,
particularly in the backdrop of the
petitioner’s allegation that previous
CID investigations in matters of con-

Karpataka HC

FAIR REPORT
siderable public importance had
failed to inspire confidence in the
fairness and completeness of the
investigative process.

The court directed the respon-
dents to file their objections by
August 7 and ordered that the
entire investigation record and all
material collected so far be placed
before it on the next date of
hearing. It also directed that no
coercive action be taken against the
petitioner in connection with the
subject crime until then.

The matter has been posted for
further hearing on August 7.

The Karnataka Public Service
Commission (KPSC) has been in
turmoil following Governor
Thaawarchand Gehlot suspending
its Chairman Shivashankarappa S
Sahukar on July 13, following alle-
gations that he allegedly
facilitated the illegal selection of his
two daughters as Industrial
Extension Officers.

Muslims offer namaz at S|te near BhOJshaIa complex

FAIR REPORT
M Dhar

A day after the Supreme Court
granted permission, Muslims
offered prayers on Friday at
a cite near the Rhnichgla-
FAIR REPORT _ Dhar
district of Madhya Pradesh
amid heavy deployment of
police personnel.

The arrangements for the
namaz at the site, survey
number 612, near Bhojshala
was selected by the Muslim
community leaders during a
meeting with the district
administration.

A good number of devotees
turned up for the Friday
namaz for the first time after
the Madhya Pradesh High
Court ruled in May that the
Bhojshala-Kamal Maula
Mosque complex was a
temple dedicated to Goddess
Saraswati. The Supreme Court
on Thursday permitted
Muslims to offer Friday
prayers at the premises of a
dargah adjacent to the disput-

ed Bhojshala complex. It
directed the Madhya Pradesh
Government to ensure that
Muslims are allowed to offer
namaz at the site between 1
and 3 pm on Friday.

Accordingly, the adminis-
tration made necessary
arrangements for the namaz,
officials said.

The prayer time was set
from 1 to 3 pm. Around 2.30
pm, more than 150 Muslims
arrived for prayers, officials
said. Although it was raining
at that time, the worship-
pers offered their prayers,
they said. A meeting was held
prior to this between the
district administration and
the Muslim community.
Barricades were erected
around the Bhojshala
complex for security purpos-
es, the official said.

A large police force was
deployed in and around
Bhojshala as a precautionary
measure. The prayers were
offered at survey land number
612. Abdul Samad, a member

of Kamal Maulana Welfare
Society, representing the
Muslim side, said, “We pre-
sented our demands before
the Supreme Court. They lis-
tened to them with complete
seriousness and issued an
order directing us to offer
namazat the location adjoin-
ing the Kamal Maula
mosque.”

They specified survey
numbers 611, 612, and 596.
They instructed us to arrange
and offer prayers within
whichever survey numbers
provided, and make arrange-
ments, he said. “By cooperat-

ing with the administration,
we offered namaz on survey
number 612 and relinquished
survey number 611 so that no
one’s sentiments or faith is
hurt,” he said.

Additional Superintendent
of Police Vijay Dawar said,
“Discussions and dialogues
have continuously being held
with the Muslim community
since Thursday evening. The
decision was taken by the
administration and the police
department to conduct the
namaz peacefully at the same
place today.”

A police force of approxi-

) to 900 person-
nel was aeployed to facili-
tate offering of namaz,
including the Special Task
Force (STF). In addition, a
surveillance team was
deployed in sensitive areas
through CCTV to maintain
peace and order in the city,
he said. SDM Rajkumar
Haldhar said, “The adminis-
tration made excellent
preparations as approxi-
mately 150 Muslim brothers
offered namaz peacefully
on survey number 612.”

Earlier, Dhar Collector Rajiv
Ranjan Meena told reporters
that all necessary administra-
tive arrangements had been
made for offering of namaz.

In May this year, the MP
High Court, while ruling that
the ancient site was a temple
dedicated to Goddess
Saraswati, had quashed a
decades-old Archaeological
Survey of India (ASI) order that
had allowed the Muslim com-
munity to offer Friday prayers

at the complex.

SC seeks Centre’s response on plea to declare
polygamy among Muslims as unconstitutional

FAIR REPORT
M New Delhi

The Supreme Court on Friday
sought the Centre’s response
on a plea to declare the
practice of polygamy among
Muslims as unconstitutional
for being violative of
constitutional provisions.

A bench of Chief Justice
Surya Kant and Justices
Joaymalya Bagchi and V
Mohana issued notice to the
Centre on a petition filed by
women’s rights activists
Zakia Soman and Noorjehan
Safia Niaz and others. The
bench tagged the plea with
pending matters.

The plea sought direction
for applying Section 82 of the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita
(BNS) which punishes
bigamy uniformly and by
removing any exemptions
under the Muslim Personal
Law. It sought directions to
the Centre to take legislative

steps to abolish the practice
of polygamy and ensure it is
treated as void ab initio
(invalid from the outset) for
all citizens regardless of reli-
gion. Besides seeking several
other directions for the legal
rights and protection of
Muslim women, the plea
also sought directions for the
compulsory registration of
all Muslim marriages and
divorces with the State
authorities to prevent secret
subsequent marriages.

The petition also seeks an
immediate right to the mat-
rimonial home for the first
wife and children and a
fast-track mechanism for
maintenance in cases
involving polygamous
marriages.

“The present writ petition
is filed under Article 32 of the
Constitution of India in the
public interest to protect
the fundamental rights of
Muslim women,” it said.

The plea filed through
advocate Shriya Maini
challenged the constitu-
tional validity of Section 2
of the Muslim Personal
Law (Shariat) Application
Act, 1937, as it recognises
and validates the practice
of polygamy, creating a
legal vacuum where
Muslim women are denied
the protection against
bigamy available to all
other citizens under
Section 82 of the BNS.
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History-Sheeter with 18 Criminal Cases Caught in Police
Encounter Before Gang War; Shot in Leg During Cross Firing

Opened fire at police
while trying to escape;
injured in cross firing,
weapon and cartridges
recovered, FSL begins
investigation, heavy
security at hospital

W FAIR REPORT
CHITTORGARH

Police claim they pre-
vented a possible gang
war by taking timely ac-
tion. History-sheeter
Prabhu Singh Rajput of
Sadar police station area
was injured in a police
encounter on Friday. Ac-
cording to police, he was
moving with an illegal
weapon and was plan-
ning to attack a member
of arival gang. During a
police blockade in the
Shambhupura police sta-
tion area, officers tried
to stop his car, but he al-
legedly opened fire on
the police team. During
the cross firing, he was
shot in the leg and was
arrested at the spot. He
was admitted to the
Trauma Ward of the Dis-
trict Hospital. QRT per-

Govt School Theft
Solved; Accused
Arrested, Stolen
Items Recovered

Sadar Chittorgarh
Police recover fans,
tablet PC and UPS
worth around 13
lakh; juvenile also
named in the case

H FAIR REPORT
CHITTORGARH

Sadar Chittorgarh Po-
lice have solved a theft
case at the Government
Senior Secondary
School in Dagla Ka Khe-
da by arresting one ac-
cused. Police recovered
two ceiling fans, one
tablet PC and one UPS
stolen from the school.
A juvenile has also been
named in the case. Su-
perintendent of Police
Dharmendra Singh
said that on June 29,
2026, school principal
Leela Chawla lodged a
complaint stating that
unknown thieves broke
the locks of the school
office and three class-
rooms during the night
and stole two smart
LED TVs, one tablet PC,
one portable sound sys-
tem, two ceiling fans,
one UPS and an invert-
er battery. After regis-
tering the case, a spe-
cial intelligence team
was formed to investi-
gate the theft. The team
included ASI Himmat
Singh and Constables
Balwant Singh, Gajen-

Rival Gang Member Out on Parole Till August 5
The SP said Prabhu Singh has a long-standing rival-
ry with the gang of Bhairu Jhupda and Ishwar Singh
Dait, accused in the Ajayraj Singh murder case.
Ishwar Singh Dait, a history-sheeter and accused

in the murder case, is currently out on parole until
August 5. Police received information that Prabhu
Singh had come out with a weapon to kill him during
this period. Acting on the information, police set

up a blockade and tried to stop him, leading to the
encounter. Police are also investigating when and
how he was planning to carry out the attack.

delivered in another.

Accused in 18 Serious Criminal Cases
According to police records, Prabhu Singh Rajput, a
resident of Lalji Ka Kheda under Sadar police station,
has 18 criminal cases registered against him between
2019 and 2026. These include murder, attempt to
murder, robbery, dacoity, criminal conspiracy, riot-
ing, assault, theft, Arms Act, SG/ST Act, and various
sections of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS). Cases
against him are registered not only in Chittorgarh but
also in Bari Sadri, Gangrar, and Kotwali and Kareda
police stations in Bhilwara district. Most of the cases
are still pending before the court. He has been acquit-
ted in one case, while judgment has already been

sonnel and additional
police force have been
deployed at the hospital
for security. Police recov-

dra Singh and Dhar-
mendra Kumar from
Sadar Police Station.
Under the supervision
of Additional SP Gajen-
dra Singh Jodha and
Circle Officer Brijesh
Singh, and the leader-
ship of SHO Prem Sin-
gh, the team collected
intelligence, inspected
the crime scene, stud-
ied the pattern of the
theft, gathered techni-
cal evidence and
worked on informer
inputs. Based on the in-
formation received, po-
lice detained and later
arrested Bhagwan Lal
Sargara (22), son of
Kalu Sargara, a resi-
dent of Bodiyana,
Chanderiya police sta-
tion area, Chittorgarh.
During interrogation,
police recovered two
ceiling fans, one UPS
and one tablet PC from
his possession. The re-
covered property is val-
ued at around 31lakh. A
juvenile involved in the
theft has also been
named in the case. Po-
lice said efforts are
continuing to recover
the remaining stolen
items, and the accused
is also being ques-
tioned about thefts re-
ported at other govern-
ment buildings. Fur-
ther investigation is in
progress.

ered an illegal weapon
and live cartridges from
his possession. The Fo-
rensic Science Labora-

Two accused were
absconding after
parole in NDPS cases;
police recover opium
from hidden
compartment in car

H FAIR REPORT
CHITTORGARH

Badisadri Police arrested
three drug smugglers and
seized 1.215 kg of illegal
opium along with a car
during a blockade. Two of
the arrested accused were
absconding after being re-
leased on parole in differ-
ent NDPS cases. Superin-
tendent of Police Dhar-
mendra Singh said that
under the special cam-
paign being run by the Po-
lice Headquarters, the ac-
tion was carried out under
the supervision of Addi-
tional Superintendent of
Police (Headquarters) Ga-
jendra Singh Jodha and
Circle Officer Harishchan-
dra Singh. On July 30,
2026, Badisadri Police Sta-

tory (FSL) team inspect-
ed the spot and collected
evidence. A case has
been registered at
Shambhupura  Police
Station, and further in-
vestigation is underway.
Superintendent of Police
Dharmendra Singh Ya-
dav visited the District
Hospital at around 12:45
pm and reviewed the sit-
uation. He said police
had received informa-
tion that Prabhu Singh
was carrying an illegal
weapon and was plan-
ning to attack members
of arival gang. After re-
ceiving the information,
a joint team of the Dis-
trict Special Team (DST)
and local police started
searching for him. Police
set up blockades at dif-
ferent locations. When
officers tried to stop his
car in the Shambhupura
area, he allegedly opened
fire instead of stopping.
Police fired in self-de-
fence, and during the ex-
change of fire, he was
shot in the leg and ar-
rested.

Jaipur, Saturday, 1 August 2026
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Entered the Crime World at a Young Age
Police records state that Prabhu Singh’s father, Gu-
man Singh, is originally from Madhya Pradesh. Around
15 years ago, the family shifted to Lalji Ka Kheda in
Chittorgarh. Initially, they lived in a rented house and
later built their own house near Rangaswami Basti. His
father works as a lineman, while his elder brother is a
tractor driver. According to police, Prabhu Singh fell
into bad company at a young age and became involved
in theft and assault cases. Several cases were registered
against him even when he was a juvenile. Later, he be-
came involved in robbery and other serious crimes. Due
to his increasing criminal activities, his family also
distanced themselves from him. After becoming an
adult, Sadar police opened his history sheet in October
2020, after which more serious criminal cases were reg-

istered against him.

Displayed Weapons on Social
Media Two and a Half Months Ago

About two and a half months ago, a post appeared
on Prabhu Singh’s Instagram account showing him
holding a gun, while cartridges were placed on a table
in front of him. Two other Instagram IDs were also
mentioned in the post. However, the story and men-
tions were later removed from his account.

Joint Police Team

DST Team: ASI Suraj Kumar (In-charge), Constables
Virendra, Devendra, Ramavatar, Sunil, Durgesh,
Hemraj, Jogendra, Sahil and Mukesh. Shambhupura
Police Station Team: SHO Dharamraj Meena, ASI
Mahavir Kumar, Mukesh, Ramkishan, Mahendra
Nain and other police personnel.

Three Drug Smugglers Arrested with
1.215 kg Illegal Opium; Car Seized

s
BGJ01KN7720 ‘ L

tion In-charge Sub-Inspec-
tor Babulal, along with his
team, was on patrol and
conducting a blockade.
During the blockade at
Sarthala Tiraha, police
tried to stop a Maruti
Swift coming from the Ni-
kumbh side. On seeing the
police, the driver turned
the car towards Sarthala
village and tried to escape.
However, the police quick-
ly blocked the road with
their official vehicle and
stopped the car. The driver
identified himself as Joga-
ram, 32, resident of Khar
KiBeri, Adel, Barmer. The

front-seat passenger was
identified as Hiraram, 29,
resident of Khariya Tala,
Barmer Rural, while the
rear-seat passenger was
identified as Kummaram,
32, also a resident of
Khariya Tala, Barmer Ru-
ral. During the search, po-
lice recovered 1.215 kg of
illegal opium from a hid-
den compartment in the
boot of the car. The opium
and the car used for smug-
gling were seized, and all
three accused were arrest-
ed. A case has been regis-
tered under the NDPS Act,
and further investigation

is underway. Among the
three arrested accused,
Kummaram is a history-
sheeter with three cases
under the NDPS Act and
Arms Act and was ab-
sconding after being re-
leased on parole from Bar-
mer Jail. Hiraram has
four cases under the NDPS
Act and Excise Act and
was also absconding after
parole from Neemuch Jail
in Madhya Pradesh. Joga-
ram has three NDPS cases
and one vehicle theft case
registered against him. Po-
lice are questioning all
three to trace the source of
the illegal opium and iden-
tify the smuggling net-
work. Further investiga-
tion is in progress. The op-
eration was carried out by
Sub-Inspector Babulal, As-
sistant Sub-Inspector Jag-
dish Chandra, and Consta-
bles Rakesh Kumar, Dinesh
Kumar, Premaram, Shra-
van, Babulal, and Ramu-
ram.

Jaipur/Banswara:
Emphasising that edu-

students to become self-
reliant while remain-
ing rooted in local re-
alities, Rajasthan Gov-
ernor Haribhau Bagde
on Friday called for in-
tensified efforts to in-
crease higher educa-
tion enrolment in the

urged a
movement towards a
TB-free and drug-free
Rajasthan.
Addressing an online
ceremony from Raj

inaugurated the new
academic building,
Vice-Chancellor’s resi-
dence and a statue of
Swami Vivekananda at

University, Banswara,
describing the new in-
frastructure as an in-
vestment in the intel-
lectual and
transformation of trib-
al youth.

Bagde said that qual-

with contemporary

building capable citi-

universities must go
beyond imparting de-
grees to nurture char-

holistic development.
Referring to the educa-
tional philosophy of
Swami Vivekananda,
he urged institutions to
continuously strength-
en the intellectual ca-
pabilities of students
while preparing them
to stand on their own
feet.

Highlighting the edu-
cational challenges in
tribal regions, the Gov-
ernor called for sus-
tained initiatives to
improve enrolment in
higher education, say-
ing that expanding ac-
cess to quality learning
remains critical for in-
clusive development.

Beyond academics,
Bagde broadened the
university’s role in so-
cial transformation by
advocating grassroots
campaigns to eliminate
tuberculosis and sub-
stance abuse, urging lo-

cation must empower

state’s tribal belt and
people-led

Bhavan, the Governor

Govind Guru Tribal

social

ity education aligned

needs is essential for

zens and stressed that

acter, confidence and

Governor Unveils New Academic
Infrastructure at Tribal University,
Calls for Higher Enrolment and a
TB-Free, Drug-Free Rajasthan

cal communities to ac-
tively participate in
achieving a healthier
Rajasthan. He specifi-
cally called for dedicat-
ed TB-Free and Drug-
Free Banswara cam-
paigns, linking public
health with sustainable
development.

The Governor also
underlined the ecologi-
cal wisdom of tribal
communities, describ-
ing them as the true
custodians of water,
forests and land. He en-
couraged the universi-
ty to undertake exten-
sive research on indig-
enous traditions of
water conservation,
environmental protec-
tion and sustainable
resource management,
arguing that such
knowledge holds con-
temporary relevance.

Referring to the Na-
tional Education Policy
(NEP), Bagde said its vi-
sion of “Local to Glob-
al” and “Atmanirbhar
Bharat” encourages the
modernisation of tech-
nologies developed from
local resources while
preserving indigenous
knowledge systems. He
urged faculty members
to impart education
that enables students to
discover their potential,
cultivate self-confi-
dence and become eco-
nomically independent.

Rajasthan Legislative
Assembly Speaker Vas-
udev Devnani, who
joined the programme
virtually, congratulated
the university on the in-
auguration of the new
facilities and the instal-
lation of the Swami
Vivekananda  statue.
The  Vice-Chancellor
also presented an over-
view of the university’s
academic and institu-
tional initiatives during
the event. The inaugu-
ration reflects the
state’s continued focus
on strengthening higher
education infrastruc-
ture in tribal regions
while positioning uni-
versities as catalysts for
educational excellence,
public health awareness
and community-driven
development.

Women Block Highway After No Ration for a Month; Dealer’s Claim Found False During Inspection

Road blocked for
nearly an hour at
Manpura; long traffic
jam on both sides,
wheat distribution
started after officials
reached the spot

H FAIR REPORT
CHITTORGARH
Chittorgarh- Angry over
not receiving ration for the
last one month, villagers
of Manpura Panchayat
staged a protest on Friday.

The American Dream, the Missing

By Dr.Sudhir Vyas

or thousands of In-
dian medical stu-
dents, the journey to

becoming a doctor in the
United States appears to be-
gin with an MBBS admis-
sion and culminate in clear-
ing the United States Medi-
cal Licensing Examination
(USMLE). Yet, for many, the
most consequential hurdle
emerges only after gradua-
tion—a regulatory require-
ment that few applicants
fully understand before en-

tering medical school.

At the heart of the issue
lies the Educational Com-
mission for Foreign Medi-
cal Graduates (ECFMG) eli-
gibility framework, which
determines whether an in-
ternational medical gradu-
ate can pursue certifica-
tion, enter an ACGME-ac-
credited residency pro-
gramme and ultimately
seek an unrestricted licence
to practise medicine in the
United States.

Medical education ex-
perts say that as India rap-

idly expands its network of
government, private and
cooperative medical colleg-
es, an equally important
conversation has remained
in the shadows: Are aspir-
ing doctors being adequate-
ly informed about the in-
ternational eligibility sta-
tus of their institutions
before they enrol?

Under ECFMG regula-
tions, an MBBS degree
alone does not automati-
cally qualify a graduate for
the American medical
pathway. Graduates must

Led by women, the villag-
ers blocked the Chittor-
garh-Kota-Bundi main
highway at Manpura
Chowk. The road blockade
continued for about one
hour, causing long queues
of vehicles on both sides
and affecting traffic for
nearly two kilometres. The
protest ended after offi-
cials reached the spot and
started the ration distribu-
tion. The villagers alleged

that the ration dealer had
not distributed wheat for
the last one month. People
were sent back every day
with excuses such as the
PoS machine was not work-
ing or other technical prob-
lems. As the last date for
July ration distribution
was approaching, both
women and men came out
on the road and started
protesting. After receiving
information, Enforcement

Officer Suman Tiwari
from the District Supply
Department and Tehsildar
Mukesh Gurjar reached
the spot. They first spoke
to the villagers and then
got the ration shop opened.
During the inspection, the
dealer again claimed that
the PoS machine was not
working. However, when
the officials checked it, the
machine was found to be
working properly. After

that, three months’ wheat
was distributed to the ben-
eficiaries in the presence
of the officials. Enforce-
ment Officer Suman Ti-
wari said that the wheat
due from July 1 was now
being distributed. She said
complaints had been re-
ceived that the dealer was
repeatedly delaying the
distribution. Around 70 to
80 quintals of food grain
had been allotted to the ra-

Note: The Eligibility Gap Haunting Indian MBBS

satisfy ECFMG certifica-
tion requirements, includ-
ing verification of their
medical school, degree cre-
dentials and other manda-
tory documentation. Stu-
dents are also expected to
independently verify the
status of their medical
school and degree through
the World Directory of
Medical Schools (WDOMS)
and official ECFMG re-
sources.

For many students, how-
ever, these regulatory re-
quirements come into fo-

cus only after years of
study and substantial fi-
nancial investment. By
then, altering career plans
can be difficult, expensive
and emotionally devastat-
ing.

The concern is not mere-
ly about documentation; it
is about transparency.
Should every medical col-
lege clearly disclose its in-
ternational eligibility sta-
tus and the implications
for students seeking ca-
reers abroad? Should coun-
selling during admissions

include mandatory guid-
ance on ECFMG require-
ments, recognition status
and global licensing path-
ways? These questions are
becoming increasingly rel-
evant as overseas medical
careers attract growing
numbers of Indian gradu-
ates. It is important to note
that there is no evidence
that the absence of an
ECFMG Sponsor Note or
eligibility status consti-
tutes an organised “educa-
tion mafia”. Such a conclu-
sion would require sub-

stantial evidence. Never-
theless, experts argue that
inadequate disclosure,
limited awareness and in-
sufficient career counsel-
ling can leave students
with unrealistic expecta-
tions about practising med-
icine overseas.

As India positions itself
as one of the world’s larg-
est producers of medical
graduates, transparency
must become as important
as expansion. Building
new medical colleges is
only part of the equation;

tion shop. The matter is be-
ing investigated and action
will be taken as per rules.
The villagers alleged that
no action was taken
against the ration dealer
because the dealer is a
close relative of the village
sarpanch. They said they
had been visiting the ra-
tion shop for the last one
month but were sent back
every time with different
excuses.

Graduates

ensuring that students ful-
ly understand the interna-
tional implications of their
degree is equally essential.

For an aspiring doctor,
an MBBS degree is more
than an academic qualifi-
cation—it is the foundation
of alifelong career. If criti-
cal information about glob-
al eligibility is not commu-
nicated at the outset, the
real cost is measured not
only in money, but also in
years of aspiration, plan-
ning and professional op-
portunity.
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