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RISKY PLUNGERISKY PLUNGE A youth leaps into the surging Godavari River 
following the discharge of water from Gangapur Dam 

near Ramkund in Nashik, Tuesday

SC issues nationwide directions to tackle digital 
fraud, asks RBI to Circulate SOP on mule accounts
n FAIR REPORT 
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on 
Tuesday, August 4, asked the 
Reserve Bank of  India to 
prepare and circulate a 
standard operating proce-
dure (SOP) in four weeks to 
deal with bank accounts 
linked to cyber frauds, in-
cluding mule accounts.The 
court observed that mecha-
nisms to tackle cyber crimes 
needed “wider adoption, 
faster implementation and 
continued follow-up”. Indi-
anMarket Analysis Issuing 
a slew of  nationwide direc-
tions aimed at strengthen-
ing the response to cyber-
enabled financial frauds, a 
bench of  Chief  Justice 
Surya Kant and Justices 
Joymalya Bagchi and V Mo-
hana directed all states, Un-
ion Territories (UTs) and 

law enforcement agencies to 
ensure the expeditious 
adoption and operationali-
sation of  the grievance re-
dressal and money restora-
tion modules developed for 
victims of  such frauds.

The bench was hearing a 
suo motu matter, “In Re: Vic-

tims of  Digital Arrest Re-
lated to Forged Documents”.

After perusing the con-
solidated status reports and 
hearing Attorney General R 
Venkataramani on behalf  
of  the government, the 
bench said, “While the pro-
gress reported at this stage 

is appreciable, the mecha-
nisms already put in place 
require wider adoption, 
faster implementation, and 
continued follow-up.” The 
bench issued interim direc-
tions and said, ”The Reserve 
Bank of  India shall, within 
four weeks, prepare and cir-

culate an SOP for dealing 
with mule accounts/ac-
counts linked to money 
laundering activity and cy-
ber-enabled fraud. A copy of  
the final SOP shall be fur-
nished to the Registrar Gen-
eral of  all High Courts.”

It also asked the states, 
Union Territories (UTs) and 
law enforcement agencies to 
ensure “expeditious adop-
tion and operationalisa-
tion” of  the grievance mod-
ules namely, “the Grievance 
Redressal Module, and the 
Money Restoration Mod-
ule” under the Ministry of  
Home Affairs’ SOP concern-
ing the National Cyber 
Crime Reporting Portal 
(NCRP). “They shall also 
take appropriate steps to 
ensure public awareness of  
these two modules,” it said.

It asked the Registrar 

General of  High Courts to 
apprise all courts and other 
adjudicating authorities of  
the grievance redressal 
mechanism to enable them 
to deal with freezing of  
bank accounts involved in 
cyber frauds. “An aggrieved 
person may ordinarily be 
encouraged to avail of  the 
said mechanism in the first 
instance. However, doing so 
shall not operate as a bar to 
the exercise of  any constitu-
tional, statutory or other 
legal remedies available in 
law,” it said. It asked the au-
thorities to provide in their 
next status reports the 
“state-wise and bank-wise 
data” of  grievances regis-
tered and disposed besides 
the summary of  restoration 
orders issued and the 
amounts restored with the 
victims.

Bulldozer Against the Land Mafia: Ajmer Cracks  
Down on History-Sheeter’s Illegal Empire

n FAIR REPORT 
AJMER

In one of  Rajasthan’s most 
high-profile anti-encroach-
ment drives, authorities de-
molished alleged illegal 
structures raised by a histo-
ry-sheeter accused of  en-
croaching upon government 
land worth crores of  rupees, 
signalling an intensified 
crackdown on land mafias 
operating across the state.

Acting under the state-
wide campaign launched 
on the directions of  Ra-
jasthan Director General 

of  Police Rajeev Kumar 
Sharma, the Ajmer Police 
and the Ajmer Develop-
ment Authority (ADA) 
carried out a joint demoli-
tion drive against alleged 
land mafia Haji Aleem 
Khan. The operation, su-
pervised by Ajmer Super-
intendent of  Police Harsh-
vardhan Agrawala, 
cleared government land 
in RPAC Colony, Gram 
Nausar, where permanent 
structures, including 
shops, tin sheds and 
boundary walls, had alleg-

edly been constructed il-
legally. Officials said re-

peated notices and a final 
three-day ultimatum is-

sued by the ADA were ig-
nored, prompting authori-

ties to deploy heavy ma-
chinery to raze the en-
croachments. The demoli-
tion was conducted under 
tight police security led by 
Krishnagar police, with 
senior administrative of-
ficials overseeing the op-
eration.

Police said Aleem Khan 
has a criminal record and is 
listed as a history-sheeter. 
He was recently arrested in 
connection with an alleged 
₹42 lakh land fraud case in 
which he is accused of  sell-
ing shops constructed on 

government land to a wom-
an through fraudulent 
means. The case, registered 
at Civil Lines Police Station 
under relevant provisions 
of  the Bharatiya Nyaya 
Sanhita (BNS), led to his ar-
rest on July 19, after which 
he was remanded to judi-
cial custody.

The administration 
maintained that the anti-
encroachment drive is part 
of  the Rajasthan govern-
ment’s “zero-tolerance” 
policy against organised 
land grabbing and illegal 

occupation of  public prop-
erty. Officials also said the 
cost incurred in the demoli-
tion would be recovered 
from the accused.

The action is being 
viewed as a strong message 
from the state administra-
tion that organised land 
encroachment and illegal 
occupation of  government 
assets will invite stringent 
legal and administrative 
consequences, with author-
ities indicating that similar 
operations will continue 
across Rajasthan.

Fake Cop, False Promise: 

‘Jeevansathi’ Match Ends 
in Alleged Rape and 

Multi-Lakh Fraud; Kota 
Police Arrest Accused

n FAIR REPORT 
JAIPUR/KOTA

A man accused of  posing 
as a Delhi Police sub-in-
spector to lure a woman 
into a fake marriage 
promise, sexually assault 
her, and allegedly de-
fraud her of  cash, gold 
and a car has been ar-
rested in a joint opera-
tion by the Kota Police 
and the Uttar Pradesh 
Police.

The accused, identi-
fied as Ritik Kamboj (24), 
originally from Udham 
Singh Nagar in Uttara-
khand and currently re-
siding in Muzaffarnagar, 
Uttar Pradesh, was ap-
prehended after weeks of  
technical surveillance 
and coordinated inter-
state tracking.

According to Kota City 
Superintendent of  Police 
Tejaswini Gautam, the 
arrest was made as part 
of  a special drive against 
absconding offenders un-
der the supervision of  
Additional SP Subhash 
Chand Mishra and Depu-
ty SP Dr Poonam. The 
operation was executed 
by a team led by Nayapu-
ra Station House Officer 
Rajpal Singh.

Police said the woman 
first came into contact 
with the accused through 
the matrimonial plat-
form Jeevansathi. Dur-
ing their interactions, he 
allegedly claimed that he 

had been recruited as a 
Sub-Inspector in the Del-
hi Police through the 
sports quota, convincing 
the woman of  his creden-
tials and promising to 
marry her.

Investigators allege 
that the accused subse-
quently established a 
physical relationship 
with the woman on the 
pretext of  marriage. He 
is also accused of  ex-
ploiting her trust to ob-
tain nearly ₹10 lakh in 
cash, 15 tolas of  gold 
jewellery, and a Maruti 
Swift car, allegedly cit-
ing expenses related to 
medical procedures and 
other formalities linked 
to his purported police 
appointment.

After the complaint 
was registered, the ac-
cused allegedly kept 
changing locations to 
evade arrest. Police 
tracked his movements 
through technical sur-
veillance before arrest-
ing him from the Muzaf-
farnagar region with the 
assistance of  the Uttar 
Pradesh Police.

Family-Run Fraud Network Busted: 
Rajasthan Police Seize 15 Vehicles, 

Arrest Five in Multi-Crore Finance Scam
n FAIR REPORT 
JAIPUR/BARAN

Rajasthan Police have dis-
mantled an alleged organ-
ised vehicle fraud syndicate 
operating under the guise of  
vehicle sales and mortgage 
deals, arresting five ac-
cused—including four mem-
bers of  the same family—
and seizing 15 vehicles in a 
crackdown that exposed sus-
pected multi-crore financial 
fraud. The operation, carried 
out by the Anta Police and 

the District Special Team 
(DST) under Operation An-
kush, led to the seizure of  11 
cars, one tractor with trolley, 
three motorcycles, and a 
cache of  forged and signed 
legal documents allegedly 
used to facilitate the scam.

According to Baran Su-

perintendent of  Police Ab-
hishek Andasu, investiga-
tors uncovered a well-
planned racket targeting ve-
hicle owners facing financial 
distress. The accused alleg-
edly persuaded owners to 
hand over their vehicles at 
throwaway prices along with 

signed stamp papers, regis-
tration documents, and vehi-
cle transfer forms (Forms 29 
and 30). Police said the syndi-
cate then mortgaged the 
same vehicles to unsuspect-
ing buyers for significantly 
higher amounts. To ensure 
the deception remained hid-
den, the accused allegedly 
stopped paying vehicle fi-
nance instalments, trigger-
ing repossession by finance 
companies or recovery by 
the original owners. 

Rahul Gandhi Walks Out Midway 
from Defence Panel Meeting, 
Says Bound by Confidentiality

n FAIR REPORT 
NEW DELHI

Leader of  Opposition in the 
Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi 
on Tuesday left a meeting 
of  the Parliamentary 
Standing Committee on De-
fence before its conclusion 
to attend another engage-
ment, even as deliberations 
inside the panel continued. 
Speaking briefly to report-
ers while leaving Parlia-
ment, Gandhi declined to 
disclose any details of  the 
discussions, citing the con-
fidential nature of  the com-
mittee’s proceedings. “I am 

not allowed to say what 
happened in the meeting,” 
he said. Parliamentary 
Standing Committee meet-
ings are conducted behind 
closed doors, with mem-
bers expected to maintain 
confidentiality over delib-
erations involving national 
security, defence prepared-
ness and policy matters. 
The committees function as 
key oversight mechanisms, 
allowing lawmakers across 
party lines to scrutinise 
government functioning 
away from the glare of  pub-
lic debate.
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PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

While grandiose sets, elabo-
rate costumes and larger-than-
life performances have regaled
Ramleela audiences in the
capital since time immemori-
al, a tech-led reinvention of the
popular form — with the
import of AI, 3-D visual effects
and digital backdrops — now
promises an unique immersive
experience for viewers.

Some of the capital’s most
renowned Ramleelas are
looking to integrate artificial
intelligence (AI) into different
aspects of the productions
this year, from visual effects
and set design to script and
narration, organisers said.

The Luv Kush Ram Leela
Committee — known for its
grand annual Ramleela perfor-
mance near the Red Fort — is
preparing for what organisers

described as its most techno-
logically advanced produc-
tion till date.

The 11-day Ramleela will be
staged from October 11 to 21,
with Dussehra on October 20.
More than 160 artistes from
film, television and theatre
are expected to participate in
this year’s production. “This
will be the biggest technolog-
ical leap in the history of our

Ramleela productions,” Luv
Kush Ram Leela Committee
president Arjun Kumar said.

“AI and 3-D mapping technol-
ogy are not only being used for
rendering images on the LED-
screen backdrop but also to
create elaborate three-dimen-
sional sets and visual effects to
provide an immersive experi-
ence for audiences,” he said.

Kumar claimed the Luv Kush

Ram Leela Committee is erect-
ing “the country’s largest four-
storey stage”, with the instal-
lation of a massive LED screen.

One of the key sequences of
the Ramleela will begin with
Lord Hanuman appearing
seated atop the giant screen.
AI-generated visuals will then
make him appear to fly down
from the perch before the
actor portraying Lord
Hanuman emerges mid-air
and continues the sequence,
creating the illusion of a single
continuous movement.

Similar technology will be
used during battle scenes and
other important episodes from
the Ramayana to add greater
depth, movement and scale.
Two giant cranes will be
deployed for aerial sequences,
including scenes depicting
Lord Hanuman carrying Lord
Ram and Lakshman on his
shoulders above the stage.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

The Delhi Assembly will
begin its Sixth Session of the
Eighth Legislative Assembly
at 11 am on Friday, August 7,
2026, in the Assembly Hall at
the Old Secretariat. 

The House is scheduled to
sit on August 7, 10, and 11,
Speaker Vijender Gupta
announced on Tuesday. 

The Speaker further added
that a Quick Response Team
of the Central Reserve Police
Force has already been
deployed at the premises,
and hydraulic road blockers
are being installed at all
entry gates ahead of the
session.

The session was sum-
moned following an order
from the Lieutenant
Governor, with the formal
notification issued on July 31.
Each sitting will continue
until the listed business for
the day is concluded and

may be extended depending
on the volume of business
before the House.

On procedures, Gupta said
all notices required under
the Rules must be submitted
digitally through the NeVA
Portal, with assistance avail-
able to members through
the Notice Branch and the
NeVA Sewa Kendra.
Members wishing to raise
matters under Rule 280 must

submit their notices by 5
pm on the working day pre-
ceding the concerned sitting.
Gupta appealed to all
members to follow pre-
scribed procedures and
cooperate in ensuring pro-
ductive proceedings across
the three-day session.

The Speaker expressed
confidence that the session
would provide members
with a meaningful opportu-

nity to raise matters of public
importance and participate
in constructive deliberations
on issues concerning the
people of Delhi. 

He said informed debate,
adherence to legislative pro-
cedure, and responsible
conduct were essential to
preserving the dignity of the
House and strengthening
public confidence in demo-
cratic institutions.

On security, Gupta said
comprehensive arrange-
ments are being put in place
to maintain a secure and effi-
ciently managed environ-
ment within the Assembly
premises. Hydraulic road
blockers are being installed
at all  entry gates, and 
access-control points are
being reinforced. Entry to the
premises will be regulated
through Gate No 1 while the
remaining gates will remain
restricted to streamline
movement and strengthen
perimeter control.

The CRPF Quick Response
Team has been deployed to
ensure an immediate and
effective response to any
emergency. Measures cover-
ing threat perception, intel-
ligence inputs, deployment
strategies, surveillance
systems, communication
networks, contingency plan-
ning, visitor management,
frisking procedures, traffic
regulation, and emergency
preparedness, including
medical, fire, and evacuation
mechanisms, are all being
strengthened. All concerned
agencies are working in close
coordination.

The three sitting days of
August 7, 10, and 11 provide
a compact but significant
window for the government
to advance its legislative
agenda while the opposi-
tion is expected to use the
session to press the BJP on
monsoon preparedness, the
E20 fuel controversy, and
other governance issues.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

Delhi has recorded 137 clean
air days till August 4 this year,
as against 130 during the cor-
responding period last year,
the city government said on
Tuesday, attributing the
improvement to sustained
planning and scientific inter-
ventions. Delhi has recorded
five consecutive days of ‘sat-
isfactory’ air quality until
Tuesday, with the Air Quality
Index (AQI) remaining within
the range of 51 to 100, the gov-
ernment said in a statement.

The capital recorded an AQI
of 64 on Tuesday. Pollution
hotspot Vivek Vihar recorded
an AQI of 43, which falls in the
‘good’ category (0-50).

According to the statement,
Delhi has recorded 137 clean
air days so far this year. This is
seven more than the number
of clean air days recorded
during the same period last
year. In 2016, Delhi logged only

110 clean air days, the state-
ment said.

Environment Minister
Manjinder Singh Sirsa said
the improvement was a result
of sustained planning and sci-
entific interventions, among
other things.

“The steady improvement
in Delhi’s air quality reflects
the outcome of sustained
planning, scientific interven-
tions and round-the-clock
efforts by multiple govern-
ment agencies, as well as sus-
tainable and environment-
friendly practices adopted by

citizens,” the statement
quoted Sirsa as saying. He
said the government will con-
tinue to strengthen enforce-
ment, dust mitigation mea-
sures, biomining of legacy
waste, pollution hotspot man-
agement and continuous
monitoring to further improve
air quality. The minister urged
citizens to support the govern-
ment’s efforts by avoiding
open waste burning, main-
taining vehicles properly,
reducing unnecessary vehicle
use and planting more trees.

“The fight against pollution
cannot be won by the govern-
ment alone. Every citizen has
an important role to play,”
Sirsa said.

According to the statement,
the government’s anti-pollu-
tion drive continued across
the capital over the past 24
hours, during which around
2,243 metric tonnes of con-
struction and demolition
(C&D) waste were lifted and
scientifically disposed of.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

To inculcate a habit of
reading among students, the
Delhi Government has
directed its schools to intro-
duce a daily 30-minute
reading session, structured
library-based activities, book
talks,  storytelling and
reading tasks throughout
the academic year. In a cir-
cular, the Directorate of
Education recommended 20
activities that may be con-
ducted at different intervals
during the academic year,
including daily reading time,
weekly library periods and
read-aloud sessions,
monthly book talks, story-
telling competitions and
book review writing.

The DoE said schools
should promote a culture of
reading in line with the
National Education Policy
(NEP) 2020. It asked schools
to ensure effective use of
library resources, make age-
appropriate books easily
accessible and encourage
students to develop reading
habits through planned
activities.

The guidelines require
schools to earmark a dedi-
cated 30-minute reading

period daily for primary
classes, set up reading
corners in every classroom
with at least 20 age-appropri-
ate books, and keep libraries
open during recess.

Allocate 10-15 minutes
every day for uninterrupted
silent reading. Students may
read any age-appropriate
book of their choice to
develop a regular reading
habit and improve compre-
hension.

It has directed schools to
set up a small collection of
books in every classroom for
easy access. Students should
be encouraged to borrow,
exchange, and read books
during free periods or desig-
nated reading time.

Teachers or senior stu-
dents read stories, poems, or
articles aloud using proper
expression and pronuncia-

tion. Interactive discussions
may follow to improve listen-
ing and comprehension
skills. Students present a
brief introduction to a book
they have read, highlighting
the story, characters, and
why others should read it.
This develops communica-
tion skills and encourages
peer reading.

Teachers have been asked
to engage with students
during the reading period,
conduct 10-minute book dis-
cussions twice a week and
organise at least one reading
assembly every month.

It also suggested quarter-
ly reading challenges and
book exhibitions, annual
reading festivals, book dona-
tion drives and the identifi-
cation of “Reading
Ambassadors” to encourage
peer learning.

Schools have also been
asked to maintain class
reading registers, organise a
parent reading workshop
every quarter and encourage
families to spend 10 minutes
daily for reading together at
home. Conduct a dedicated
library period every week
where students explore
books, develop library skills,
and engage in independent
reading rather than only
issuing and returning books.

School librarians have
been directed to display new
arrivals prominently, issue at
least two books per student
every week, maintain
updated reading records and
identify students who are
reluctant readers so that
they can be guided individ-
ually. Every student main-
tains a record of books read,
including the title, author,
date completed, and a brief
reflection. This helps monitor
reading progress throughout
the year.

The circular further said
implementation of the direc-
tions would be reviewed
during school inspections
and monthly meetings and
asked all heads of schools to
ensure strict compliance to
inculcate reading habits and
better use of school libraries.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

Delhi University has granted
special permission to two of
its colleges — Aditi
Mahavidyalaya and Bhagini
Nivedita College — to admit
undergraduate students
through merit-based admis-
sions in physical mode to fill
seats that have remained
vacant despite multiple
rounds of the CUET-based
admission process.

The colleges had
approached the university
after repeated admission
rounds under the Common
Seat Allocation System (CSAS)
failed to generate adequate
enrolment. They had pro-
posed considering a combina-
tion of CUET performance and
Class 12 marks to fill the
remaining seats. Authorities
from the two colleges attrib-
uted the persistent vacancies
to their location and the
limited applicant pool for
women-only institutions.

The move marks a depar-
ture from the university’s
Common University Entrance
Test (CUET)-based admission
system, under which admis-
sions to undergraduate pro-
grammes are conducted
through the Common Seat

Allocation System (CSAS).
DU Registrar Vikas Gupta

confirmed that both colleges
had been granted permission
to admit students through
CUET scores as well as merit-
based selection. Bhagini
Nivedita College, in a notice
dated August 1, invited appli-
cations for merit-based admis-
sions in physical mode for
several undergraduate pro-
grammes, including BCom,
BA, BSc and other courses.

The notice said admissions
would be made strictly on the
basis of Class 12 marks and
availability of seats, with appli-
cations to be submitted by
August 5. Document verifica-
tion and fee payment are
scheduled for August 6 and 7.
Bhagini Nivedita College is
located in Kair Village, on
Najafgarh-Dhansa Road.

Aditi Mahavidyalaya, situat-
ed in Bawana, said around 40
per cent of its seats have
remained vacant in recent
years under the CUET admis-
sion process.

College authorities said
many students from nearby
rural areas, particularly girls,
do not register for CUET
because of concerns about
studying far from home,
resulting in several eligible
candidates being left out
despite strong Class 12 perfor-
mance.

The college maintained that
CUET would continue to
remain the primary mode of
admission and that the merit-
based process was intended
only to fill vacant seats after
the regular admission rounds.

The development highlights
the challenges faced by some

DU colleges in attracting stu-
dents through the university-
wide CUET and CSAS admis-
sion framework.

While the system is
designed to bring uniformity
to undergraduate admissions,
continued vacancies at col-
leges located away from the
city’s main academic hubs
have prompted institutions to
seek greater flexibility in filling
their sanctioned seats.

The decision has drawn
criticism from the Indian
National Teachers Congress
(INTEC), which has urged the
university to adopt a uniform
policy for filling vacant under-
graduate seats across all col-
leges instead of extending
the facility to only two institu-
tions.  INTEC has written to the
vice-chancellor seeking a
common and transparent
mechanism for such admis-
sions.

DU has been admitting stu-
dents to various undergradu-
ate programmes offered
across its 67 affiliated col-
leges through the CUET-
based admission process con-
ducted by the National Testing
Agency since the 2022-23 
academic session. So far, two
rounds of admissions for the
2026-27 session have already
concluded.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

The Election Commission of
India (ECI) on Tuesday revised
the SIR (Special Intensive
Revision) dates in Delhi, with
the door-to-door verification
exercise by booth-level offi-
cers (BLOs) extended till
August 17 and the publication
of electoral rolls rescheduled
for October 27. 

This is the second exten-
sion for the revision of voter
rolls in the Capital this month.
The door-to-door verification
exercise currently underway
was earlier scheduled to con-
clude on August 8.

According to the poll panel,
the draft electoral rolls will
now be published on August

24, instead of August 17. After
publication of the draft rolls,
the voters will be able to file
their claims and objections
from August 24 to September
23, as per the revised sched-
ule. Earlier, the claims and
objection filing period was
August 17 to September 16. 

The claims and objections
filed by the voters will have
to be disposed of by the poll
officials between August 24
and October 22.

The final voter lists will be
published on October 27,
instead of October 19 as
scheduled earlier. Currently,
the BLOs in Delhi have distrib-
uted enumeration forms to
almost all the 1.45 crore
voters in the city, while over
62 per cent of the filled-up

forms were digitised.
As per the details shared by

the EC, Enumeration forms
for Delhi’s SIR of electoral rolls
have been distributed to
1,45,08,587 of the city’s
1,45,10,298 registered elec-
tors, achieving 99.99 percent
coverage as of 8 pm on
Tuesday. All 12 of Delhi’s 13
districts reached 100 per cent
distribution, and 91,74,992
forms were digitised, repre-
senting 63.23 per cent of the
total electorate.

The only district yet to
achieve 100 per cent distrib-
ution is North West, which
stands at 99.87 per cent with
12,75,414 forms distributed
out of 12,77,126 electors. All
other 12 districts have
achieved complete distribu-

tion. On digitisation, Outer
North leads at 73.33 per cent,
followed by South West at
71.33 per cent and West at
70.13 per cent. The lowest
digitisation rates are in South
East at 50.60 per cent and the
East at 57.10 per cent, indicat-

ing that the backend data
entry work is proceeding at
different speeds across dis-
tricts even as physical distri-
bution is nearly complete. 

Before this extension, the
last date for the door-to-door
verification exercise by BLOs

was August 8. The Delhi Chief
Electoral Officer (CEO), in a
press statement, said that
the fresh extension was
aimed at giving some more
time to voters for submitting
their filled-up enumeration
forms.

The process of digitisation
of enumeration forms sub-
mitted by the voters has been
a little slower in Delhi due to
multiple reasons. The Delhi
CEO office has requested the
voters who have still not sub-
mitted their enumeration
forms to do so at the earliest.

According to the poll offi-
cials, the names of around 20
per cent voters may be
deleted in the draft publica-
tion due to multiple reasons,
especially on account of

people moving to new loca-
tions from their registered
addresses.

The BLOs have claimed
that many voters have yet to
return the forms provided to
them. Errors in details provid-
ed by the voters, technical
issues, difficulty in finding
voter details previously
recorded, etc., have also been
cited as factors delaying the
digitisation of enumeration
forms. 

Some other BLOs com-
plained that the “biggest
hurdle” now is that many
voters have not returned the
enumeration forms after
filling them up because of dif-
ficulty in finding details from
the 2002 SIR. There are many
who came to Delhi and

became voters after 2002
and have to trace their details
in the SIR of their home state,
which is even more compli-
cated, they said.

The BLOs also said that
many people took multiple
enumeration forms on behalf
of their family members and
did not return them after
completing them. All such
forms will be finally marked
as “uncollectable”, further
adding to the workload.

Some BLOs also claimed
that technical issues were
encountered in operating
the BLO-Net app used for the
digitisation process.
“Verification exercise was
slowed by technical prob-
lems with the app in the
initial weeks,” they claimed.

ECI extends SIR, door-to-door voter verification till August 17

Delhi University allows two colleges to admit
UG students through merit-based physical mode

Government directs schools to introduce daily
30-minute reading session, library activities

Assembly’s sixth session to begin on August 7 City records 137 clean air days till Aug 4 

Ramleela productions integrates AI, 3D mapping and
digital effects to create immersive audience experiences

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

The Delhi Development Authority’s
(DDA) Golf Course in Dwarka has
received more than 850 applications
in just 11 days of the opening of its
memberships. The lifetime mem-
bership registration for the golf
course, opened on the directions of
Delhi Lieutenant Governor Taranjit
Singh Sandhu, has received registra-
tions exceeding the available slots
offered within just 11 days of com-
mencement of the registration
process.

“Of the 856 applications received
so far, 636 applications have been
received under the Non-Government
Category against 600 memberships
available, making the category over-
subscribed. The Government
Category has also received an encour-
aging response, with 220 applications
received against 250 memberships,
and is close to full subscription. 

As the registration window will

remain open for two months from 21
July 2026, both categories are likely
to be oversubscribed by the close of
the registration period,” DDA said in
a statement. DDA is offering a total of
850 lifetime memberships, comprising
600 memberships under the non-gov-
ernment category and 250 member-
ships under the government catego-
ry. In addition, applicants may also opt
for 3-year and 5-year tenure member-
ships, providing greater flexibility to
golfers with different requirements.

The lifetime membership fee is
`3.50 lakh for the government cate-
gory and `7.50 lakh for the non-gov-
ernment one, the statement said,

adding that three-year membership
is available at `1.20 lakh and `2.50 lakh
for the government and the non-gov-
ernment category, respectively, while
the five-year membership fee is `1.80
lakh and `4.50 lakh. The registration
window will remain open for two
months from 21 July 2026. Both cate-
gories are likely to be oversubscribed
by the close of the registration period,
the DDA said.

Interested applicants can continue
to apply online by paying a non-
refundable registration fee of ̀ 2,500.
Following scrutiny of applications,
successful applicants will be required
to deposit the applicable member-
ship fee online within 30 days of
issuance of the offer of membership. 

In categories where the number of
eligible applications exceeds the
memberships available, allotment
will be carried out through a fully
computerised draw of lots after the
registration period closes, ensuring
a transparent, fair and impartial
selection process. 

DDA’s Dwarka Golf Course draws over
850 membership applications in 11 days
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TONY DAS n Guwahati

The toll in Assam’s flood
rose to 87 with two more
fatalities, and nearly 1.3 lakh
people were still affected by
the deluge even though
water was receding from
most of the inundated areas
across the State, officials
said on Tuesday.

However,  the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD) has predicted extreme-
ly heavy rain with thunder-
storms in Arunachal Pradesh
and Meghalaya for the next
few days, which could affect
several Assam districts bor-
dering the two States.

Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma visited many
flood-affected areas and
rehabilitation centres in
Upper Assam on Tuesday.
“By meeting with the flood-
affected families, I and our
team are continuously mon-
itoring the process of relief,
compensation, and rehabil-
itation. At the same time, the
work of draining water from
the flood-affected areas is
also proceeding rapidly,”
said Sarma, urging people to
donate to CM’s Relief Fund.

Union Health Minister JP
Nadda also reached
Guwahati  to monitor 
the situation. 

“The weather pattern sug-
gests that thunderstorms
with lightning and extreme-
ly heavy rainfall (orange and
red warnings) are expected
at most places of East Khasi
Hills, West Jaintia Hills and
East Jaintia Hills  of
Meghalaya and Papumpare,
Kurung Kumey, East
Kameng, East Siang, Lohit
and Changlang districts of
Arunachal Pradesh. This may
impact the neighbouring
districts of Assam,” the

weather office said.
A yellow warning (watch)

has also been issued by IMD
for most parts of Nagaland,
which could impact
Charaideo, Sivasagar, Jorhat
and Golaghat districts of
Assam, it said. According to
the Assam State Disaster
Management Authority
(ASDMA) bulletin issued on
Monday night, two deaths
were reported from
Sivasagar district in the last
24 hours. With these fatali-
ties, the toll in this year’s
flood reached 87.

“Although reports of
overnight rain were received
from most of the flood-hit
Upper Assam districts,  
water levels continued to
recede from the inundated
villages, giving some respite
to the villagers,” an ASDMA
official said.

Altogether 1,28,000 people
remained affected by the
deluge across six districts,
with Sivasagar being the
worst-hit with over 55,000
impacted, followed by

Charaideo (nearly 35,000)
and Jorhat (more than
20,000).

The ASDMA said the
administration has been
operating 55 relief camps
and relief  distribution
centres in five districts, cur-
rently taking care of 11,250
affected people.

Multiple agencies, includ-
ing medical and veterinary
teams, have been deployed
in different flood-relief oper-
ations in the affected areas.

A crop area of 14,230.15
hectares remained sub-
merged. Due to widespread
flooding, almost 55,000
animals have been washed
away, while another 35,000
have been affected.

Damage to various infra-
structure, including embank-
ments,  houses,  roads,
schools and other public
properties, was also report-
ed from various parts, the
ASDMA bulletin added. At
present, the Dhansiri river at
Numaligarh is flowing above
the danger level, it added.

Assam flood toll rises to 87,
nearly 1.3 lakh still affected

CM Himanta Biswa Sarma visits flood affected districts PIONEER PHOTO

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

Lok Sabha proceedings were
adjourned for the day on
Tuesday after the passage of
the Appropriation Bill, 2026
amid Opposition protest
over alleged theft of dona-
tion at the Ram Temple and
other issues.

Soon after the House
assembled at 2 pm after an
earlier adjournment, Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
introduce a Bill to replace an
Ordinance which scraped
income tax with regard to
foreign investment in
Government securities. 

Opposition members, who
had given notices to speak
against introduction of the
Taxation and Other Laws
(Amendment) Bill, 2026,
chose not to do so despite
their names being called by
the Chair.

The Bill seeks to amend the
Payment and Settlement
Systems Act,  2007,  the

Income-tax Act, 2025, and
the Finance Act, 2027.

Amid the uproar, the Lok
Sabha passed the
Appropriation (No 3) Bill, 2026
by voice vote.

The Bill seeks to provide
for the authorisation of
appropriation of moneys
out of the Consolidated
Fund of India to meet the
amounts spent on certain

services during the financial
year ended on March 31,
2023,  in  excess  of  the
amounts granted for those
services and for that year.
Earlier, when the Lok Sabha
met for the day, Speaker
Om Birla urged members
to allow the Question Hour
to function and appealed for
their cooperation.

Opposition members con-

tinued raising slogans,
including “Home Minister,
answer us”,  amid their
protest over the police
action on student protesters
during their  march to
Parliament on July 20.

Birla said he had appealed
to leaders of all parties at the
Business Advisory Committee
(BAC) meeting to ensure the
smooth functioning of

Parliament.  Describing
Parliament as the highest
forum of democracy, he said
it  should be used to 
discuss and pass laws for
the country and was not a
platform for slogan-shout-
ing or displaying placards.

So far, five Bills have been
passed by the Lok Sabha
during the current Monsoon
Session. Of these, the Public
Examinations (Prevention of
Unfair Means) Amendment
Bill, 2026 and the Prevention
of Insults to National Honour
(Amendment) Bill, 2026 have
been approved by 
both Houses.

The Registration of Births
and Deaths (Amendment)
Bill, 2026, the Appropriation
(No.3) Bill, 2026 and the
Supreme Court Judges
(Number of Judges)
Amendment Bill, 2026, which
seeks to increase the sanc-
tioned strength of the apex
court from 34 to 38 judges,
are awaiting consideration in
the Rajya Sabha. 

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman speaking in the RS during the Monsoon session of Parliament in New Delhi PTI

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

Only 50 per cent of 1,044 sewage
treatment plants (STPs) comply with
the discharge standards notified in
2015 and merely 15 per cent meet the
stricter standards prescribed in 2019,
according to a parliamentary commit-
tee’s report tabled in the Lok Sabha
on Tuesday.

The report referred to the Ministry
of Housing and Urban Affairs’
(MoHUA) submission before the
Standing Committee on Housing and
Urban Affairs chaired by Magunta
Sreenivasulu Reddy during its sitting
held on March 24 this year.

Reddy presented in the Lok Sabha
the Tenth Report of the Committee on
the subject “Review of Sewerage
and Septage Coverage in cities with
special reference to interventions
under AMRUT & AMRUT 2.0” pertain-
ing to the Department of Urban
Development, MoHUA.

Responding to the Committee’s
query on the low compliance levels,

the ministry said it had commis-
sioned a third-party survey to carry
out a ground-level assessment of
sewage treatment plants across 
the country.

According to the MoHUA, the survey
team visited 1,044 STPs with a total
installed capacity of around 27,974
million litres per day (MLD). The
operational capacity of these plants
was around 24,000 MLD.

According to the panel’s report, the
ministry said samples of treated
water were collected to examine
whether the plants were meeting the
prescribed parameters relating to bio-
chemical oxygen demand (BOD),
chemical oxygen demand (COD) and
faecal contamination.

“The team visited 1,044 plants...
What we found was very interesting.
Only 50 per cent of the STPs were
complying with the CPCB (Central
Pollution Control Board) standards of
2015. And if we see the NGT standards,
it was only 15 per cent.

“The NGT standards are very strin-
gent standards. It is like even better
than drinking water,” the ministry
told the Committee.

It said the standards prescribed by
the National Green Tribunal (NGT)
were “very stringent” and complying
with them would substantially
increase the cost of treatment.

The ministry told the panel that it
was redefining the standards in line
with the CPCB norms, describing
them as more practical to implement.

It also informed the Committee
that unless the water is going into the
river, the ministry wants further
treatment, adding that adopting the
NGT standards across the board
would be “very, very high” in cost.

The ministry further told the
Committee that a panel has been con-
stituted under the Central Public
Health and Environmental
Engineering Organisation (CPHEEO),
comprising experts and stakeholders,
for revision of the standards.

In the report, the parliamentary
panel said that in view of the growing
sanitation challenges arising from
rapid urban expansion into peri-
urban and informal settlements
including slums and the risk of frag-
mented planning and unequal access
to sanitation services, the ministry
should ensure their systematic inte-
gration into urban sanitation plan-
ning through GIS-based mapping,
time-bound inclusive sanitation
action plans and model guidelines for
extending appropriate sewerage and
onsite sanitation services, support

Only 50% of India’s STPs meet 2015 norms: Par panel

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n Durg

A Congress functionary was
stabbed to death by uniden-
tified persons while alleged-
ly resisting a robbery in
Chhattisgarh’s Durg district,
police said on Tuesday.

The incident took place
around 2 am on Monday near
Chikhli village on the Durg-
Dhamdha road, an official
said. He said that the victim,
Prakash Singh Kashyap (45),
a treasurer of the Congress’s
local unit, was travelling to
his house in Tumkala village
with two of his associates on
a motorcycle when four
assailants intercepted them.

They threatened the trio
with a knife and robbed
Kashyap of his mobile phone
and `4,000 in cash, the 
official said.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n Raipur

A committee set up to draft a Uniform Civil
Code (UCC) framework for Chhattisgarh has
sought suggestions and opinions from cit-
izens, social groups, and political parties by
October 15, officials said Tuesday.

Headed by Justice (retired) Ranjana
Prakash Desai, the five-member panel is
tasked with examining existing personal
laws to bring all citizens under a common
civil framework governing marriage, divorce,
maintenance, inheritance, adoption, and
succession across the State, a Government
release said.

The committee has appealed to
Government and non-government organi-
sations, social groups, religious institu-
tions, communities and political parties to
submit their views and representations by
October 15, a Government statement said.

The panel has been studying the need for
a UCC in Chhattisgarh and preparing its
framework with the objective of bringing all
citizens under a common legal framework

instead of religion-based personal laws, the
statement said.

Citizens have been invited to share their
views on what the proposed law should
contain, and they can submit their sugges-
tions through email  at ucc-
chhattisgarh@cg.gov.in, the dedicated web
portal, or by post to the office of the
Uniform Civil Code Committee at the New
Circuit House in Raipur, the release said.

Chhattisgarh UCC panel invites
public suggestions till October 15

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n Mumbai

Maharashtra Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis on Tuesday took a swipe at
the Congress, accusing it of stooping
low only to grab headlines after the
Opposition party branded Deputy Chief
Minister Sunetra Pawar a gungi 
gudiya (mute doll).

Talking to reporters , Fadnavis said
Maharashtra’s political culture did not
approve of attempts to gain publicity
through low-level comments.

“Some people are working only to
get into news. They seem to believe in
the idiom that ‘even if you become infa-
mous, at least your name is in the head-
lines’. This is not Maharashtra’s politi-
cal culture,” he insisted. Fadnavis was
replying to queries on the Maharashtra
Congress branding Sunetra Pawar,

NCP president and the state’s first 
first woman deputy CM, a gungi 
gudiya (mute doll).

The NCP is a BJP ally and a constituent
of the ruling Mahayuti coalition.

“Sunetra Pawar, how many more
days will she remain a ‘gungi gudiya’?”
the Congress stated in a  post where it
also uploaded a video of a press con-
ference attended by her and party col-
league Dhananjay Munde.

In the video, Munde is seen interrupt-
ing a journalist’s question. Pawar did
not respond to the question but left the
venue once Munde announced the
interaction as over.

In response to another question, the
CM said the Maharashtra Public Service
Commission (MPSC) itself had sought a
police investigation into allegations sur-
rounding its examination process.

On allegations of irregularities in the
MPSC examination process, Fadnavis
rejected claims of a scam.

Fadnavis slams Congress for Gungi Gudiya jibe at Sunetra

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
n Mumbai

Former governor of Tripura,
Bihar, and West Bengal,
Dnyandeo Yashwant Patil
passed away on Tuesday at
Kolhapur in western
Maharashtra after a pro-
longed illness. He was 90.

A leading ‘education
baron’ of Maharashtra, DY
Patil founded and managed
several education and
sports institutions. The DY
Patil  Stadium in Navi
Mumbai, venue of many
international cricket
matches, is named after
him. The DY Patil Group he
founded in 1983 operates
over 160 educational institu-
tions, deemed universities
and prominent sports and
medical infrastructure in
Navi Mumbai, Pune, and
Kolhapur.

Patil passed away at his
residence in Kolhapur on
Tuesday morning, family
sources said. He is survived
by his sons, former State
minister and Congress
leader Satej Patil, Sanjay
Patil, Ajinkya Patil, and
daughter Nandita
Palshetkar, a gynaecologist.

Patil was a member of the
State Legislative Assembly
from 1967 to 1978 before
turning his focus to the edu-
cation sector. The DY Patil

University founded by him
offers courses in medicine,
engineering and many
other disciplines.

Patil  was mayor of
Kolhapur from 1957 to 1962,
and was elected as an MLA
from the Panhala con-
stituency in 1967 and 1972.

Born on October 22, 1935
in Ambap, a village in
Kolhapur district, Patil
established the first private
engineering college in 
Navi Mumbai. 

In recognition of his con-
tributions to education and
social service, he was hon-
oured with the prestigious
civilian award, the Padma
Shri, in 1991.

Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi expressed grief over
the passing away of his
former party colleague.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
n New Delhi

The Centre has directed drug
regulators across States and
Union Territories to tighten
surveillance over the supply
chain and promotion of GLP-
1 weight-loss drugs amid
concerns over surrogate
advertising and misleading
awareness campaigns.

In a written reply in the
Rajya Sabha on Tuesday,
Minister of State for Health
Anupriya Patel said the
Central Drugs Standard
Control Organisation
(CDSCO) has approved

glucagon-like peptide-1 (GLP-
1) receptor agonists only for
the treatment of Type 2 dia-
betes in adults and for
chronic weight management
in adults with specified
medical conditions.

She said these medicines
can be dispensed only on the
prescription of endocrinolo-
gists or internal medicine
specialists, and the approved
product information carries
warnings to prevent inappro-
priate use and minimise risks
associated with unsuper-
vised consumption.

Responding to a question
on whether advertisements
for weight-loss drugs under
the guise of “awareness”
were crossing the line and
whether GLP-1 drugs were
being promoted through sur-
rogate marketing, Patel said
CDSCO had issued an adviso-

ry on March 10, 2026, to man-
ufacturers, importers and
marketing authorisation
holders. The advisory direct-
ed them to strictly comply
with the Drugs and
Cosmetics Act and ensure
that manufacture, sale and
distribution conform only
to approved indications and
conditions of permission.

It specifically prohibits sur-
rogate advertisements and
any form of direct or indirect
promotion, including
disease-awareness cam-
paigns and digital outreach,
that may mislead consumers
or encourage the use of

these prescription medicines
without medical supervi-
sion, she said.

Patel said CDSCO subse-
quently issued another advi-
sory on March 27, 2026, to all
State and UT drug con-
trollers, asking them to
strengthen regulatory mon-
itoring of the entire supply
chain of GLP-1-based weight-
loss drugs. The advisory also
called for strict adherence to
approved indications and
product labelling, ensuring
that manufacture, import,
distribution and sale take
place only through autho-
rised channels.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
n New Delhi

Indian Youth Congress (IYC)
National President Uday
Bhanu Chib led a protest
march in Rampur on Tuesday,
demanding the resignation of
Amit Shah, under the
Chhatron Ki Goonj program.

Speaking on the occasion,
IYC National President Uday
Bhanu Chib stated that Home
Minister Amit Shah must
appear in the Lok Sabha and
answer for the brutality inflict-
ed upon students; this
demand is not merely that of
the opposition but of the
entire nation. He must answer
why such cruelty was

unleashed against students. 
Since the use of pellet guns

and lethal force against stu-
dents occurred under the

Home Minister’s orders,
accountability must be fixed;
conversely, if it happened
without his knowledge, it

raises serious questions
regarding the country’s inter-
nal security apparatus.

Uday Bhanu Chib further
affirmed that they would
ensure justice for the nation’s
students and continue fight-
ing for their cause. 

Echoing the sentiments of
the Leader of Opposition
(LoP) Rahul Gandhi,  he
emphasised that those who
attacked the students must
be punished, accountability
must be established. IYC
National Secretary Vishal
Chaudhary, Western Uttar
Pradesh State President Paras
Shukla, and numerous Youth
Congress workers participat-
ed in the march.

Union Govt tightens checks on GLP-1 weight-loss drug ads Ex-Bihar governor
DY Patil passes away 

Lok Sabha passes Appropriation Bill

Maharashtra Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis

Congress
functionary
robbed, stabbed
to death in
Chhattisgarh

IYC demands Amit Shah’s resignation Govt launches action plan
to protect clouded leopard
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
n New Delhi

India has launched 
the Clouded Leopard
Conservation Action Plan
(CAP) to reaffirm its commit-
ment to the conservation of
one of Asia’s most elusive wild
cats, Environment Ministry
officials said on Tuesday. 

The announcement was
made to mark the
International Clouded
Leopard Day, celebrated on
August 4 every year.

The action plan provides
a comprehensive frame-
work for securing habitats,

restoring forest connectivi-
ty, strengthening scientific
monitoring and empower-
ing local communities for
conservation of the species.

The clouded leopard is
among the most evolution-
arily distinct and among the
least studied felids in Asia.

Uday Bhanu Chib leads protest march in Rampur PIONEER PHOTO
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Kanwariyas carry the water of river Ganga as they take out a Kanwar 
yatra procession to offer prayers to Lord Shiva along the National Highway
48 during the holy month of sawan in Gurugram, Haryana PTI

IN FOCUS

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

Delhi International Airport
has expanded its domestic
network to 90 destinations
with the launch of direct
s c h e d u l e d  f l i g h t s  t o
D a m a n ,  o p e r a t e d  b y
Alliance Air. The launch
makes it the only airport in
India to offer direct con-
nect iv i ty  to  32  of  the
country’s 36 States and
Union Territories, cover-
ing 27 States and five Union
T e r r i t o r i e s ,  D I A L  C E O
P r a d e e p  P a n i c k e r
announced on Tuesday.

The airport currently
handles more than 1,050
daily domestic flight move-
ments and over five million
domestic passengers every
month, including approxi-
mately one million domes-
tic-to-domestic transfer
passengers. The 90 destina-
tion count is the highest

among all airports in India
and excludes seasonal
winter destinations of
Khajuraho and Jaisalmer,
which are included in the
broader network count.

Panicker said the launch
of the Daman route is a sig-
n i f i c a n t  m i l e s t o n e .

“Reaching 90 domestic
destinations and becoming
the only airport in the
country to provide direct
connectivity to 32 of India’s
3 6  S t a t e s  a n d  U n i o n
Territories reflects our con-
tinued commitment to
enhancing accessibility,

supporting regional eco-
nomic growth and provid-
ing passengers with a
w i d e r  r a n g e  o f  t r a v e l
options,” he said.

The addition of Daman
gives the airport direct con-
nectivity to the Union
Territory of Dadra and
Nagar Haveli and Daman
and Diu.  The route
improves access for tourists
drawn to Daman’s beaches
and Portuguese heritage
and for business travellers
visiting one of western
India’s established manu-
facturing centres, known
for pharmaceuticals, chem-
icals, plastics, textiles, and
engineering industries.

As a transfer hub, Delhi
A i r p o r t ’ s  c o n n e c t i v i t y
means passengers from
across India and overseas
can access Daman through
onward connections at
Delhi rather than requiring
a separate hub. 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 
n New Delhi

An Indian-flagged
merchant vessel with 13
Indian nationals aboard
came under attack off the
coast of Yemen on
Tuesday, the Ministry of
External Affairs (MEA)
said. All the Indians have
been rescued, it said.

New Delhi condemned
the attack and said
targeting of commercial
shipping in the region
must stop.

"We condemn the
attack on the Indian-
flagged commercial
vessel, MSV Faize Noore
Oliya that sank in the Red
Sea, off the coast of
Yemen on August 4," the
MEA said.

"All 13 Indian nationals
have been rescued. Our

Embassy in Riyadh is
closely monitoring the
situation and proactively
coordinating with the
Yemeni authorities for
the safety and security of
the crew," it added.

The MEA thanked the
Yemeni authorities for
their support in rescuing
the Indians. "The
continuing incidents of
attacks on commercial
shipping in the region are
deeply worrisome," it said.

"The targeting of
commercial shipping in
the region must end, and
free and unimpeded
navigation and
commerce through the
international waterways
in the region, in keeping
with international law,
must be restored at the
earliest," the MEA said in
a statement.

IGIA expands domestic routes

FROM PAGE - 1
SC gives RBI four weeks
to frame SOP on cyber...
It also asked them to take steps to adopt the e-
Zero FIR mechanism, in consultation with the
Indian Cyber Crime Co-ordination Centre (I4C).
“The I4C shall ensure necessary follow-up and
provide the requisite assistance to the States for
implementation of these directions,” the Bench
added. “The concerned authorities shall take
appropriate steps to ensure the expeditious dis-
posal of matters relating to the freezing of bank
accounts arising out of cyber-enabled financial
frauds,” it further directed.

The bench directed the Inter-Departmental
Committee to issue necessary directions, advi-
sories and instructions to all States, UTs, ministries
and Government departments to undertake and
promote awareness programmes relating to
cybercrimes, including digital arrest scams.

“The Inter-Departmental Committee shall
consult with banks and intermediaries regarding
technological measures that may be adopted to
prevent digital arrest scams, assist in the recov-
ery of defrauded amounts, facilitate investigation
of digital arrest cases; and ensure cooperation and
compliance with all applicable statutory obliga-
tions and legal requirements… The Inter-
Departmental Committee is directed to examine
and discuss the proposal for a shared liability and
victim compensation framework,” it said.

At the outset, the bench referred to earlier direc-
tions and said that they were issued to secure a
coordinated response from the concerned min-
istries in relation to digital arrest scams.

“Those directions concerned, inter alia, inves-
tigation by the CBI, mule accounts, misuse of SIM
cards and SIM boxes, cooperation by intermedi-
aries, grievance redressal and restoration of
defrauded money, and institutional coordination,”
it said.

Panel turns heat on 
big tech
Investment fraud made up over 75 per cent of
these losses, totalling about `16,800 crore.

The committee pointed out that a lack of trans-
parency could mean platforms are not doing
enough to check problems. One platform said
it banned over 72 lakh Indian accounts in one

month but did not explain why. Another platform
put 92 per cent of user complaints under Other
issue category. The committee also looked at
how platforms may enable fraud. Hyderabad City
Police data showed that from 2024 to mid-2026,
there were 2,367 cybercrime cases linked to Meta
platforms. Almost 90 per cent involved
WhatsApp, and nearly two-thirds were about
fake investment schemes. Three fake trading
apps led to reported losses of about `48.87 lakh. 

Dubey asked whether National Cybercrime
Reporting Portal (NCRP) complaints should go
straight to platforms; what the fastest response
time for scam ads could be; whether failed SEBI
checks should stop trading app promotions; how
repeat advertisers are blocked; and why plat-
forms do not share fraud detection numbers. 

The committee called the temporary removal
of Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s official
Facebook post about the NEET exam a serious
failure, not just a technical mistake. Dubey asked
for a full record of what happened from the
report to the post’s restoration, public explana-
tions for account actions, and publication of user
reports with the actions taken. He also wanted
to know what protections are in place for
emergency Government messages and if
stronger laws are needed to prevent such prob-
lems. Liability concerns grew around Child
Sexual Abuse Material (CSAM). Dubey referred to
a BBC Eye investigation that claimed Instagram
ran paid ads leading users to CSAM channels. He
said that if this is true, it shows a failure in the
ad review system. The committee asked how
these ads passed internal checks, how many
were found in India and worldwide, what dis-
ciplinary actions were taken, what technology
improvements were made, and what steps will
prevent this from happening again.

The committee invoked Section 79(3)(b) of the
IT Act, under which intermediary immunity does
not apply when a computer resource con-
trolled by the platform is used to commit an
unlawful act, and asked whether the Ministry of
Home Affairs or I4C had detected the activity
before the BBC report. Section 69A blocking
powers were also referenced, with the observa-
tion that action reportedly followed only after
public exposure.

The committee also looked at new AI rules. The
updated IT Rules, starting 10 February 2026,
require platforms to watch AI-generated content,

but there is still no special way to report decep-
tive material.

The chairman asked for details about visible
labels, how official fact-checks are shown to users
who see false information, protections against
deepfake investment scams, how harmful ads
are caught before they go live, and if platforms
will allow outside audits of their AI moderation
systems.  The committee asked platforms to give
specific, evidence-based answers and clear
promises to improve due diligence, reporting,
and oversight. They requested written replies to
any unanswered questions within ten days, and
said the proceedings will stay confidential. 

From Netflix glamour to
global scrutiny: Inside...
Police records show that Sanpal faces at least
nine criminal cases in Jabalpur, at stations
such as Omti, Madan Mahal, Lordganj, and
Kotwali. One of the 2022 FIRs, FIR 170/2022 (Madan
Mahal), includes charges under the Public
Gambling (MP) Act and related IPC sections for
abetment and conspiracy linked to an IPL
betting operation. Police reports say that arrest-
ed associates named Sanpal as the leader, and
cash was seized.

FIR 356/2022 (Lordganj) charges Sanpal with
cheating for allegedly using Aadhaar and PAN
cards without permission to open shell company
accounts for illegal transactions.

FIR 338/2022 (Madan Mahal) lists charges of
cheating, forgery, and conspiracy related to
cheque theft and a larger criminal operation.
Authorities say an illegal online cricket and IPL
betting network was run from Dubai, using
digital platforms and local agents. Investigators
report that funds moved through shell compa-
nies and hawala channels, with transactions esti-
mated at over ̀ 1,000 crore. Raids, including one
at RK Tower in Jabalpur, led to the seizure of
about `21.55 lakh in cash, company seals,
cheque books, and betting records. Several
associates were arrested, but Sanpal was not
detained.

In August 2022, Jabalpur Superintendent of
Police Siddharth Bahuguna asked the Bureau of
Immigration to issue an LOC against Sanpal,
calling him a flight risk who runs betting
exchanges from outside India. The LOC is still

active and has come up in Delhi High Court pro-
ceedings. Sanpal’s passport records show he left
Mumbai for the last time in March 2020 and later
received a self-sponsored UAE Golden Visa in
2021. Court records list him as “farar” (abscond-
ing) in some cases, but he has secured bail in
eight of the nine cases, and the ninth is bailable.
He has not been convicted or declared a pro-
claimed offender. Sanpal denies the allegations
and has challenged media reports.

In 2026, the Delhi High Court stopped some
publications from calling him a “fraudster” or
“Satta King” while investigations continue.
Institutions and virtual asset service providers
are to freeze the funds, accounts, investments,
digital wallets, and safe deposit boxes of Sanpal,
Tabinda, ANAX Capital Asset Management
Company, ANAX Capital Financial Markets LLC,
ANAX Holding FZCO, and SSB Bazaar General
Trading LLC. The freeze will last for 30 days at first
and could be extended. Institutions must check
if the funds are legitimate. No criminal charges
have been announced in the UAE, and the reason
for the investigation has not been made public.

Family members have also been named in
Indian cases. Reports say Soniya Sanpal,
described as either a wife or relative, has been
declared a proclaimed offender in one case, with
claims that large sums were moved through a
shell company and a small reward was offered
for information. Tabinda is also included in the
UAE freeze order. Despite the FIRs, SIT investiga-
tion, and active LOC, Indian central agencies have
not filed a separate money-laundering case
against Sanpal. The ongoing cases, LOC, and asset
freeze continue to keep Sanpal under legal scruti-
ny.

Udhayanidhi arrested,
released on bail as TN...
Provisions of the Tamil Nadu Prohibition of
Harassment of Women Act have also been
invoked, sources added. DMK workers resorted
to flash strikes and demonstrations across the
State strongly condemning the arrest.

TVK escalated its protest against Udhayanidhi’s
alleged offensive remark by filing complaints with
the local police and the National Commission for
Women. A police complaint was lodged at the
Thanjavur East Police Station by S Bairavi, TVK’s

Central District Women’s Wing organiser for
Thanjavur.

The complaint alleged that when the crowd
chanted “Trisha, Trisha” during the Leader of the
Opposition’s speech on the Cauvery issue on
August 3, he responded with an obscene, double-
meaning remark.

The complainant accused him and DMK IT wing
office-bearers of intentionally degrading women,
causing “mental agony” to the actor and women
in general, and deliberately circulating a 2-
minute, 39-second video of the incident on the
social media platform X to cause public unrest.
Simultaneously, TVK national spokesperson
Pazha Selvakumar lodged a formal complaint
with the NCW in New Delhi.

The party urged the NCW to issue a notice
seeking an explanation and demand an uncon-
ditional public apology from Udhayanidhi.

CRPF officer shoots dead
2 colleagues before...
Another CRPF personnel ASI/Mane Govind
Sripul was injured in the incident and taken to
a private hospital, she said.

Later, the injured was referred to Gauhati
Medical College and Hospital, the DSP said. 

Senior CRPF and police officers rushed to the
camp, and an inquiry into the incident was
ordered, she added. Explaining the sequence
of events, Nagaon Senior Superintendent of
Police Partha Protim Das said that ASI
Premabaram, who hailed from Andhra Pradesh,
was found without his assigned weapon while
he was discharging duty at the main gate of the
CRPF Camp this morning.

“He subsequently took an INSAS rifle from the
Guard Room and proceeded towards the rear
side of the Quarter Guard, where he opened fire
on Baghel, who succumbed to his injuries,” Das
told PTI. Premabaram then fired at Yadav, who
had come for document verification from
Lucknow and the officer also died on the spot,
the Assam Police SSP said.

“The ASI also fired at Sripul, causing serious
injuries to him. After firing, Premabaram
entered the B/171 Barrack and shot himself,
resulting in his death,” Das said.

The police are investigating the case along
with the CRPF, he added.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
n New Delhi

WhatsApp is testing new ways
for users to confirm their age
while keeping their privacy in
mind. This is to get ready for
new Indian laws like the
Digital Personal Data
Protection Act (DPDP).

The company said that
age information will stay
private and won’t be shared
with other users. Taking
part in the age check is
optional, and people can
keep using WhatsApp

without giving this infor-
mation.

“To comply with upcoming
laws in India like the Digital
Personal Data Protection Act
(DPDP), we are testing privacy-
protective ways for people to
confirm their age. This doesn’t
change how WhatsApp works
or your experience. We under-
stand that information about
someone’s age is private and
it won’t be shared with other
WhatsApp users,” a WhatsApp
spokesperson said.

WhatsApp has asked some
users for their date of birth

because of new legal rules in
India. This has led people to
think the platform is getting
ready for future age checks.

Early Tuesday, IT Secretary
S Krishnan said the move
“might be from the context of
the DPDP Act, where it is age-
related.”

“But we will have to check
with them... because we are
approaching the deadline...,”
Krishnan had said.

When asked about the min-
istry’s next steps on user-
name notices, Krishnan said
the issue is not just about

WhatsApp but affects all mes-
saging apps. He explained
that both the risk of imperson-
ation from username features
and privacy concerns need to
be considered.

If the IT ministry decides to
set common rules for all mes-
saging platforms, Krishnan
said, “We are looking at what
they had to say, the feedback
that they’ve given, and we will
take a final call.”

The username feature lets
users chat on the platform
without sharing their phone
numbers. Last month, the

government sent a notice to
WhatsApp, which is owned by
Meta, saying the new user-
name feature could lead to
more online fraud, phishing,
digital arrest scams, and
impersonation. It asked
WhatsApp to pause the
feature until consultations
are concluded. WhatsApp cur-
rently has nearly 500 million
users in India. Explain why
action shouldn’t be initiated
under the IT Act and rules over
WhatsApp’s proposed feature
that may increase cyber-
crimes. It also reminded Meta

that WhatsApp, as a significant
social media intermediary, is
bound by due diligence oblig-
ations under the IT Act and
rules. WhatsApp has replied to
the Government notice and
confirmed it will not launch
the feature in India until the
discussions are complete.

After sending the notice to
WhatsApp, the IT ministry
also sent notices to Telegram
and Signal. They asked these
platforms how they handle
fraud and impersonation risks
linked to their username 
features.

ASHOKE RAJ n New Delhi

An Air India (AI) flight from
Phuket to Delhi ended with
several passengers requir-
ing medical attention after it
encountered severe turbu-
lence during cruise on
Tuesday. Air India flight AI
2379 experienced sudden
drop in altitude, nearly 300
feet, causing minor injuries
to a few passengers and
crew members. A total of 14
people onboard, including 10
passengers and 4 crew
members, are said to have
suffered injuries in the inci-
dent. They have been shifted
to Medanta Hospital in
Gurugram and India Spinal
Injury Centre in Vasant Kunj.

“There was a sudden drop
in the plane’s altitude. I hit
my head on the roof and
then fell down,” one passen-
ger recalled. Air India said the
aircraft landed safely and
there were no serious

injuries. “A small number of
passengers and crew
members with minor injuries
requiring medical assess-
ment have been taken to a
medical facility at the airport
for precautionary examina-
tion and care by Air India’s
airport team and medical
personnel,” the airline said in
a statement. There has been

no indication of structural
damage to the aircraft or
any emergency involving the
flight itself.

As information emerged
through the day, different
figures surfaced regarding
those injured. Initial reports
suggested that eight to twelve
passengers and crew sought
medical attention after

landing. Fortis Hospital in
Vasant Kunj later confirmed
that seven passengers had
been admitted for observa-
tion and further evaluation.

As of Tuesday evening,
none of those admitted had
been reported to be in crit-
ical condition, providing
reassurance that the injuries
were not considered life-
threatening.

Air India is expected to
review fl ight data and
weather conditions encoun-
tered during the flight as
part of its standard post-
incident procedures.
Depending on the final
medical assessment of those
injured, the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) may also examine
the incident under estab-
lished reporting norms

The Phuket-Delhi sector is
one of the busiest interna-
tional leisure routes for
Indian travellers. 

ASHOKE RAJ n New Delhi

The Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) on
Tuesday stated that the Government of
India has no connection with a media
programme in New Delhi that is expect-
ed to feature former Bangladesh Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina. The ministry
emphasized that the event is being
organised independently by a private
organisation and does not represent the
views or position of the Indian
Government.

Speaking at the MEA’s regular media
briefing, spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal
clarified that the Centre has neither par-
ticipated in the planning of the event nor
endorsed any statements that may be
made during the interaction.

“The event in question is being organ-
ised by a private media entity. The
Government of India has no involvement
in it and does not endorse any opinions
that may be expressed during the pro-
gramme,” Jaiswal said.

The clarification follows reports
that Sheikh Hasina is scheduled to
address an event hosted by the Foreign
Correspondents’ Club of South Asia in

New Delhi on August 5 through a
virtual platform. Bangladesh has
reportedly conveyed its concerns to
India, arguing that such an appearance
could have implications for the recent
improvement in bilateral relations
between the two countries.

The matter was discussed during a
meeting in Dhaka between Bangladesh’s
Foreign Affairs Adviser Humayun Kabir
and India’s newly appointed High
Commissioner to Bangladesh, Dinesh

Trivedi, as both sides reviewed issues
concerning bilateral ties.

During the briefing, Jaiswal also con-
firmed that India had extended a formal
invitation to Bangladesh Prime Minister
Tarique Rahman for a bilateral visit
after he assumed office in February
2026.

He further said Rahman has been
invited to participate in the outreach
session of the 18th BRICS Summit in New
Delhi in his capacity as the current
Chair of BIMSTEC. According to the MEA,
inviting leaders of regional organisations
to the outreach segment is a standard
practice followed by the BRICS grouping.

Officials in Bangladesh have con-
firmed receipt of the invitation, adding
that the proposal has been forwarded to
the Prime Minister’s Office for a decision.
They noted that Bangladesh’s participa-
tion would also align with its current
leadership role in BIMSTEC, ahead of the
organisation’s 30th anniversary celebra-
tions and the summit scheduled to be
hosted in Dhaka in 2027.

The 18th BRICS Summit is scheduled to
be held in New Delhi on September 12
and 13, 2026.

MEA distances Govt from Hasina event
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Indian vessel sinks
after Red Sea attack

RELIEF PLANNED FOR TOURISTS AT CHITTORGARH FORT WITH QR 
TICKETING, POLICE POST AND BETTER TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT

District Tourism Development Committee discusses action against illegal touts, heritage conservation and improved facilities at major tourist and religious sites
n FAIR REPORT 
CHITTORGARH

Tourists visiting Chittor-
garh Fort may soon get 
relief  from illegal touts, 
traffic congestion and 
long queues for tickets. At 
a meeting of  the District 
Tourism Development 
Committee chaired by 
District Collector Dr. 
Manju, officials discussed 
several proposals to im-
prove tourist facilities, 
protect the fort and pro-

mote tourism across the 
district. The Collector di-
rected departments to pre-
pare proposals under the 
Union Ministry of  Cul-
ture’s DESH Scheme for 
development works and 
better tourist amenities at 
Chittorgarh Fort. Offi-
cials were also asked to 
install attractive and 
standard signages on na-
tional highways and key 
city roads to help tourists. 
To improve the visitor ex-

perience, the Collector 
ordered regular action 

against illegal touts, bet-
ter traffic management 

inside the fort and the es-
tablishment of  a perma-

nent police post. A QR 
code-based ticketing sys-

tem will also be developed 
at the railway station, bus 
stand and other important 
locations, allowing tour-
ists to buy tickets online 
and reducing queues at 
ticket counters. A traffic 
diversion plan for the busy 
Rampol Gate area was also 
discussed. The meeting 
also reviewed proposals for 
a River Front, Chittorgarh 
Fort Festival, development 
of  the fort road as a Herit-
age Road, attractive wel-

come gates at city entry 
points and flood lighting 
near Kirti Stambh Jain 
Temple and Surajpol to en-
hance the fort’s night view 
from Kota Road. Plans to 
improve facilities at Matri-
kundiya, Menal, Joganiya 
Mata and Shri Sanwaliyaji 
Dham were also discussed. 
The Collector directed 
strict protection of  ASI-
protected monuments and 
prevention of  encroach-
ments in the fort area.

₹1 Crore Transaction Through Mule Account in 5 Days: Cyber Fraud 
Gang Busted; 3 Arrested, Links Found to Frauds in Several States

The gang transferred 
cyber fraud money to 
other bank accounts 
and withdrew cash; 
police have started 
investigating the 
entire network.

n FAIR REPORT 
CHITTORGARH
The Cyber Police Station 
has busted a gang involved 
in buying and selling mule 
bank accounts used in cy-
ber fraud and arrested 
three accused. The investi-
gation revealed that the 
gang used their bank ac-
counts to receive money 
from cyber fraud and imme-
diately transferred it to 
other accounts before with-
drawing cash, making it dif-
ficult to trace the real crim-
inals. Police have registered 
a case under the Bharatiya 
Nyaya Sanhita and the IT 
Act and started an investi-
gation into the entire net-
work. Under a special cam-

paign launched by Ra-
jasthan Police Headquar-
ters against suspicious 
bank accounts used in cy-
ber crimes, the Chittorgarh 
Cyber Police analysed data 
from the National Cyber 
Crime Reporting Portal, 
bank records and other 
technical sources. During 
the investigation, one suspi-
cious bank account was 
found linked to several cy-
ber financial fraud com-
plaints registered in differ-
ent states. Technical inves-
tigation and bank records 
revealed that about ₹1 crore 

was transferred through 
the Bank of  Baroda account 
of  accused Lokesh Gurjar 
between November 3 and 
November 7, 2025. The ac-
count was allegedly used to 
receive money obtained 
through cyber fraud and 
transfer it to other bank ac-
counts. Based on digital 
evidence, bank documents 
and other facts, police reg-
istered Case No. 18/2026 
under Sections 318(4), 61(2) 
of  the Bharatiya Nyaya 
Sanhita and Section 66D of  
the IT Act, 2000. Investiga-
tion is underway.

Three Arrested, Police 
to Seek Remand
Under the direction of  SP 
Dharmendra Singh, and the 
supervision of  Additional 
SP (Fast Investigation Cell) 
Ashok Kumar Meena, a cy-
ber team led by Cyber Police 
Station SHO Manish Shar-
ma (RPS) arrested three ac-
cused based on technical evi-
dence. The arrested accused 
are Lokesh Gurjar (23) of  
Gurjar Mohalla, Bundi Road, 
Nadoliya; Suraj Mali (26) of  
Mundra Ji Ki Badi, near 
Naya Ramdwara, Pawta Dar-
waza; and Rohitansh Beni-
wal (23) of  Uparla Pada, 
Bapu Colony, Harijan Basti, 
all under Kotwali Police Sta-
tion, Chittorgarh. During 
questioning, the accused told 
police that other members 
were also part of  the gang. 
Police will produce them be-
fore the court and seek re-
mand to investigate other 
crimes and identify the re-
maining gang members.

How the Gang 
Operated
According to police, the ac-
cused used to receive mon-
ey from cyber fraud in dif-
ferent bank accounts as 
part of  a planned conspira-
cy. The money was then im-
mediately transferred to 
other accounts and with-
drawn in cash. This process 
was used to hide the source 
of  money earned through 
cyber crimes. Police are 
now analysing the money 
trail, beneficiaries, bank ac-
counts, mobile numbers 
and other digital evidence. 
Action will also be taken 
against any other persons 
found involved. The opera-
tion was carried out by Cy-
ber Police Station SHO 
Manish Sharma, Inspector 
Suman Kumar, Sub-Inspec-
tor Yashvani, along with 
Devu Suthar, Ramniwas, 
Mahendra, Sanjay, Nirmal, 
Pramod, Mukesh, Nikita 
and Neetu.

Robbery Plan Foiled: One 
Accused Arrested; Pistol, Live 

Cartridges and Car Seized
Accused were planning 
a robbery while sitting 
in a car; arrested 
accused already has 
cases of attempt to 
murder and Arms Act 
against him

n FAIR REPORT 
CHITTORGARH
Badisadri police foiled a rob-
bery plan before the crime 
could take place. Police ar-
rested one accused and 
seized a country-made pistol, 
four live cartridges, a sharp 
knife and the car used in the 
planned crime. Seeing the 
police, four other accused 
ran into the fields. Police 
have named all four in the 
case and started searching 
for them. The arrested ac-
cused already has cases reg-
istered against him under 
the Arms Act and for at-
tempt to murder. Superin-

tendent of  Police Dharmen-
dra Singh said the action 
was taken under a special 
campaign launched on the 
directions of  Udaipur Range 
IG Gaurav Shrivastava. The 
operation was carried out 
under the guidance of  Ad-
ditional SP Gajendra Singh 
Jodha and the supervision 
of  DSP Harish Chandra 
Singh. On August 3, ASI 
Leelaram and his team were 
on patrol near the water tank 
on Parliya-Kiratpura Road. 
They found five men sitting 
in a white Toyota Etios car in 
suspicious circumstances. 
According to a tip-off, they 
were planning a robbery. On 
seeing the police vehicle, all 
five accused got out of  the 
car and ran towards the 
fields. Police chased them 
and caught one accused, 
while four managed to es-
cape. During questioning, 

the arrested accused identi-
fied himself  as Ahid, son of  
Akram Khan, a resident of  
Bhopalpura, Udaipur, and 
presently living in Rajsa-
mand. He also disclosed the 
names and addresses of  his 
four associates. Police have 
named all four in the case 
and efforts are being made to 
arrest them. During the 
search of  the car, police re-
covered a sharp knife near 
the gear box. A country-
made pistol with a magazine 
loaded with four live car-
tridges was found inside the 
dashboard. Police seized the 
weapons and the car and ar-
rested the accused on the 
spot. According to police, the 
arrested accused Ahid al-
ready has cases registered 
against him under the Arms 
Act and for attempt to mur-
der, and those cases are still 
under trial. 
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