
 Jaipur woman’s suicide over home loan EMI puts 
spotlight on debt distress ahead of first repayment
n FAIR REPORT 
JAIPUR

A 35-year-old woman died 
by suicide at her rented 
home in Mahavir Colony, 
Kartarpura, days before 
her family was to move 
into a newly purchased 
house — one bought on a 
₹44 lakh loan whose first 
instalment had not even 
come due.

Manisha, originally 
from Bamanwas in Sawai 
Madhopur district, had 
reportedly been living un-
der mounting anxiety 
over the loan ever since 
her husband, sculptor 
Omprakash, registered an 
86-square-yard property 

in Hathoj in her name just 
eight days earlier. The 
couple, married in 2011, 
has two sons — Shivam 
(12) and Kushal (10) — 
both in Class 5. The 
monthly EMI on the loan 
stood at ₹34,000, with the 
first payment due on Au-
gust 15.

A family waiting for a 
new beginning

The family had planned 
to shift into their own 
home only after Dev Utha-
ni Ekadashi. “We were 
waiting to begin a new 
chapter in our own home, 
but before that happiness 
arrived, tragedy struck. 
The first EMI had not even 

been paid,” Omprakash 
said.

According to relatives, 
the signs of  distress had 
surfaced earlier. A relative 
recalled that Manisha had 
visited her parental home 

roughly two weeks before 
her death. As she left, her 
sister-in-law asked when 
she would return. Mani-
sha’s reported reply — 
that she would not be com-
ing back — now reads as a 

warning that went un-
heeded.

The final evening
On Wednesday evening, 

Manisha had tea with her 
husband and their two 
sons. Omprakash then left 

for Mahesh Nagar to get 
his phone repaired. In his 
absence, she sent both 
boys outside to play and 
locked herself  in the 
room.

When Omprakash re-
turned and found the door 
bolted from inside with no 
response to his calls, he 
broke it open and discov-
ered her body. He alerted 
the police immediately.

ASI Mahendra Singh of  
Mahesh Nagar police sta-
tion said personnel 
reached the residence 
around 5 pm on Wednes-
day after receiving infor-
mation from the control 
room. The body was 

brought down in the pres-
ence of  family members, 
and after a post-mortem 
examination on Thursday, 
it was handed over to the 
family. Police say the mat-
ter remains under investi-
gation.

The loan question 
that outlives her

Manisha’s death has 
also raised a pressing, 
practical question for the 
family left behind: who 
repays a loan when the 
borrower is no longer 
alive? Bank Union Presi-
dent Mahesh Mishra ex-
plained that under stand-
ard banking norms, the 

liability shifts to the nom-
inee or the legal heir re-
sponsible for the debt. He 
added that many home 
loans today come bundled 
with insurance cover — 
and where a death falls 
within the policy’s defined 
terms, such as accidental 
death, the outstanding 
amount may be settled by 
the insurer, subject to con-
ditions.

For Omprakash and 
his two young sons, that 
question now sits along-
side a grief  no clause in 
any loan agreement was 
built to address — a home 
bought in hope, inherited 
in mourning.
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GREENERY ALL AROUNDGREENERY ALL AROUND
A worker walks through a lush green paddy field as  
monsoon clouds gather, on the outskirts of Amritsar.

 “Listen to the students” - Rahul Gandhi 
turns Jharkhand’s campus unrest into a 

verdict on India’s education system
n FAIR REPORT 
NEW DELHI
Leader of  Opposition Ra-
hul Gandhi waded into the 
growing student protests 
in Jharkhand on Thursday, 
framing the unrest not as a 
state-specific law-and-or-
der issue but as an indict-
ment of  governance at 
every level — Congress-
ruled states, the Centre, 
and Jharkhand alike.

Gandhi said he had been 
consistent in his position 
that any government, re-
gardless of  which party 

runs it, has an obligation to 
hear out protesting stu-
dents. He argued that the 

demonstrations spreading 
across the country reflect a 
deeper student revolt 

against the education sys-
tem itself, rather than iso-
lated grievances tied to one 
state or one policy.

“Our education system 
has completely collapsed”

Sharpening his critique 
further, Gandhi declared 
that India’s education sys-
tem stood entirely broken 
— a blunt assessment that 
positions the Jharkhand 
protests as a symptom of  a 
much larger, nationwide 
failure rather than a local 
flashpoint.

The remarks come as 

student agitations contin-
ue to simmer in multiple 
states over education poli-
cy, adding a national politi-
cal dimension to what be-
gan as localized campus 
unrest. By invoking Con-
gress-run governments 
alongside the BJP-led Cen-
tre and Jharkhand’s ad-
ministration in the same 
breath, Gandhi appeared to 
pre-empt any charge of  po-
litical selectivity — insist-
ing his call to listen to stu-
dents applies uniformly, 
without exception.

Karni Sena Protester 
Dies; Rajasthan 

Announces ₹21 Lakh 
Compensation

n FAIR REPORT 
JAIPUR

A protester died during po-
lice action at a Karni Sena 
rally in Jaipur demanding 
a rollback of  UGC regula-
tions, the organisation 
said, in an incident that 
has prompted the state gov-
ernment to announce com-
pensation and a govern-
ment job for the deceased’s 
family even as calls grow 
for accountability against 
the personnel involved.

According to Karni 
Sena, the death occurred 
during a lathi-charge car-
ried out by police person-
nel as the rally, protesting 
the UGC rollback demand, 
was underway in the city. 
The deceased has been 
identified as Devraj Singh.

Government response 
The state government has 
agreed to provide Devraj 
Singh’s family with ₹21 lakh 
in compensation along with 
a government job, accord-
ing to the organisation. Of-

ficials have also indicated 
that a full investigation into 
the incident will be carried 
out, per a follow-up state-
ment from the government.

Karni Sena’s demands 
: Beyond the compensation 
package, Karni Sena has 
demanded action against 
the police personnel it 
holds responsible for the 
lathi-charge that led to the 
protester’s death, signal-
ling that the organisation’s 
grievances extend beyond 
financial redress to ques-
tions of  accountability 
within the police force.

The incident adds to a 
summer marked by student 
and community mobilisa-
tion against UGC-related 
policy decisions, with 
Wednesday’s rally under-
scoring how such protests, 
when they turn confronta-
tional with law enforce-
ment, can escalate into 
matters of  life and death 
— and now, political ac-
countability.

Jaipur turns BRICS host as India steers the bloc’s 2026 
chairmanship; Goyal doubles down on Rahul Gandhi criticism
n FAIR REPORT 
JAIPUR

The Pink City stepped onto 
the global stage on Wednes-
day as it opened a month-long 
calendar of  BRICS ministe-
rial engagements, with the 
arrival of  Union Commerce 
and Industry Minister Pi-
yush Goyal and Minister of  
State Jitin Prasada marking 
the start of  a two-day Trade 
and Industry Ministers’ 
meeting — the first in a series 
of  high-profile gatherings In-

dia is hosting this year as 
chair of  the five-nation 
grouping.

A packed opening day
Speaking to reporters at 

Jaipur airport soon after 
landing, Goyal called the min-
isterial meeting a significant 
one, noting that recommen-
dations emerging from dis-
cussions across sectors would 
eventually be tabled before 
BRICS leaders at the summit 
scheduled in New Delhi in 
September. He also struck an 

optimistic note on the econo-
my, asserting that India re-
mains among the world’s 
fastest-growing major econo-
mies and reiterating the gov-
ernment’s ambition for the 
country to become a devel-
oped nation by 2047.

The evening saw foreign 
delegates hosted at a special 
dinner at the historic Ram-
bagh Palace, setting a royal 
tone for the proceedings. On 
Thursday morning, visiting 
dignitaries were served a tra-
ditional breakfast at the Bara-

dari restaurant inside the 
City Palace, followed by guid-
ed visits to some of  Jaipur’s 
most iconic heritage sites — 
part of  a deliberate effort by 
state authorities to showcase 
Rajasthan’s cultural depth 
alongside the summit’s eco-
nomic agenda. More meet-
ings, more stakes, ahead 
Wednesday’s gathering is 
only the opening chapter. 
Jaipur is set to host BRICS 
Finance Ministers on August 
12 and 13, with Union Finance 

Minister Nirmala Sithara-
man and the Reserve Bank of  
India Governor expected to 
lead discussions likely to cen-
tre on reducing the bloc’s de-
pendence on the US dollar in 
global trade, expanding trans-
actions in local currencies, 
and deepening financial co-
operation among member 
nations — talks that carry 
weight well beyond ceremo-
ny, given ongoing global con-
versations around dollar 
dominance.

Raghav Chadha Flags 
Alleged ‘Cut Money’ 
Nexus in Healthcare, 
Says Referral 
Commissions Are 
Inflating Patients’ Bills
New Delhi: Rajya Sabha 
MP Raghav Chadha on 
Thursday raised the issue 
of  an alleged “cut money” 
ecosystem linking some 
doctors with diagnostic 
centres and pathology labo-
ratories, claiming that re-
ferral commissions are 
quietly driving up the cost 
of  healthcare for millions 
of  patients. During his in-
tervention in Parliament, 
Chadha alleged that the 
practice has become an en-
trenched yet largely invis-
ible burden on those seek-
ing medical treatment.  
Explaining the alleged 
mechanism, Chadha said 
diagnostic centres.
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Tamil Nadu Chief Minister C Joseph Vijay will chair a
high-level consultation meeting with members of
Parliament from the state on August 8 to discuss the
Centre’s proposed constituency delimitation exercise and
its potential impact on the State.

The meeting with Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha MPs will
take place at the Kalaivanar Arangam here.

Invitations are currently being dispatched to all
parliamentarians through the Tamil Nadu House in New
Delhi, an official release here said on Thursday.

According to the reports, the Centre is likely to organise
a special three-day parliamentary session from August 16
to 18 to revive the Delimitation Bill, 2026 along with the
Women’s Reservation Amendment, though official
confirmation has not been revealed. (PTI)

States Focus

TN CM VIJAY TO HOLD MEET
WITH MPS ON DELIMITATION

Telangana was ranked first in the country in several
cybercrime initiatives, in a nationwide review meeting
held by the PMO on Thursday, a senior official said.

The ‘PRAGATI’ review meeting was conducted to assess
the implementation and performance of various states in
cybercrime as well as performance and utilisation of the
digital platforms developed by the Indian Cyber Crime
Coordination Centre (I4C), Ministry of Home Affairs.

“During the review, Telangana was applauded for its
efforts in the country for setting up the first S4C,
implementation of e-Zero FIR and in the effective
utilization of key I4C portals, including the Samanvaya
portal, Sahyog portal, GRM portal, and MRM,” Telangana
Cyber Security Bureau (TGCSB) Director Shikha Goel said
in a release. (PTI)

TELANGANA TOPS IN COUNTRY
IN CYBERCRIME INITIATIVES

No ethanol in ATF: Govt rejects Kejriwal’s
allegations and calls them irresponsible
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

The political war over India’s
ethanol blending pro-
gramme escalated on
Thursday after Union civil
aviation minister Ram
Mohan Naidu Kinjarapu and
BJP IT Cell chief Amit Malviya
strongly dismissed Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) national
convenor Arvind Kejriwal
claim that the Centre plans
to introduce ethanol blend-
ing in diesel and aviation
turbine fuel (ATF).

Naidu in a post on X dis-
missed claims that it is plan-
ning to blend ethanol with avi-
ation turbine fuel (ATF), calling
the reports “completely false
and irresponsible” and urging
people not to spread misinfor-
mation on aviation safety. He
said there is “no such propos-
al” under consideration by
the Government.” 

“The claim that the
Government plans to blend
ethanol with Aviation Turbine
Fuel (ATF) is completely false
and irresponsible. There is no
such proposal,” Naidu said.
He clarified that ethanol and
sustainable aviation fuel (SAF)
are “entirely different” fuels
and should not be confused
with one another. 

The exchange comes after
Kejriwal alleged that the
Centre was planning to
increase ethanol blending
beyond current levels,
claimed there were plans to
mix ethanol into Aviation

Turbine Fuel (ATF), and
accused the Government of
suppressing scientific con-
cerns over E20 petrol.
Kejriwal urged people to
avoid purchasing new petrol
and diesel vehicles for the
time being. In a post on X in
Hindi, Kejriwal alleged the
Government planned to
increase ethanol blending in
petrol beyond 50 per cent
after introducing E20 fuel.

Explaining the distinction,
Naidu said SAF is an interna-
tionally certified aviation fuel
recognised by the
International Civil Aviation
Organisation (ICAO) and has
been adopted globally. He
added that it undergoes rig-
orous testing and meets
stringent international safety
standards before being
approved for use.

“Ethanol and Sustainable
Aviation Fuel (SAF) are entire-
ly different and should not
be conflated. SAF is an inter-
nationally certified aviation

fuel recognised by
International Civil Aviation
Organisation (ICAO) and
adopted globally. It under-
goes rigorous testing and
meets stringent global safety
standards,” he said.

The minister also cau-
tioned against circulating
misleading claims related to
aviation, saying such misin-
formation only creates
unnecessary anxiety among
air travellers.”Spreading mis-
information on aviation
safety only creates needless
anxiety among air travellers.
Passenger safety remains the
Government’s highest prior-
ity,” he said. Slamming
Kejriwal, Malviya said spread-
ing “fake news” and creating
undue “panic” is his “old
habit”, and asserted that the
Centre has clearly stated that
there was no decision on
ethanol mixing beyond E20.  

Former Delhi chief minis-
ter, replying to Malviya,
alleged that the Government

is waiting for the situation to
calm down before imple-
menting further ethanol
blending in fuel.  “Just like E20
was implemented without
any scientific study, without
listening to anyone, by silenc-
ing everyone through threats,
you’ll implement E50 in the
same way,” Kejriwal said,
alleging this was the
Government’s “style of func-
tioning” without respecting
science, engineering and
technology.  He challenged
Malviya to publicly release
any study conducted before
implementing E20 petrol. 

Malviya hit back in another
post on X, saying Kejriwal’s
entire argument was based
not on facts but “fear”. “First,
the Government has clearly
stated that no decision has
been taken to increase
ethanol blending beyond E20.
Raising a debate on some
imaginary E50 is nothing but
politics of spreading fear,” he
replied to Kejriwal.  

He refuted the AAP leader’s
charge, stating it is com-
pletely wrong to say that
E20 was implemented
“without any scientific
study”. In another post on X,
Malviya claimed E20 is not a
hasty decision and the
country’s ethanol blending
programme has been pro-
gressing in a phased manner
for over two decades. He
said before implementing
E20, extensive testing and
consultations with all relevant
parties were conducted.

Cabinet clears 135.87 km
Guwahati-Tezpur corridor of
NH-15 in Assam for `8,970 cr

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

The Union Cabinet on
Thursday approved the devel-
opment of 135.871 km, 4-lane
access-controlled Guwahati-
Tezpur Corridor of NH-15 in
Assam for `8,970.20 crore.
According to an official state-
ment, the project will be
developed on a build-operate-
transfer (BOT) toll mode.

The project envisages con-
struction of an emergency
landing facility (ELF) (4.9 Km)
in Tezpur Bypass, which has
been finalised in coordination
with IAF and would decongest
existing NH-27 (East West
Corridor) on the south side of
the Brahmaputra river.

The project includes con-
struction of five major bypass-
es, thereby easing congestion
on stretches passing through
densely populated areas such
as Baihata Chariali, Sipajhar,
Kharupetia, Dekiajuli, Tezpur.

In addition, the project has
provision for 15 major
bridges, 30 minor bridges, 19

flyovers, 1 elephant under
pass (in Tezpur bypass), 46
underpasses and 19 flyovers.

The project will increase
average travel speed by 100
per cent, reduce travel time to
half, improve overall road
safety, enhance fuel efficien-
cy, and lower vehicle operat-
ing costs, thereby enhancing
regional mobility and socio-
economic development, it
added. The project will
provide seamless connectivi-
ty to key economic, social, and
logistics nodes across Assam
and Arunachal Pradesh.

The upgraded corridor will
enhance connectivity to eight
PM Gati-Shakti Economic
Nodes (8 Industrial Parks), two
Social Nodes (2 Aspirational 
districts of Darrang and
Udalguri), three Tourist Notes
(Maa Kamakhaya Temple,
Kaziranga National Park, Orang
National Park) and seven
Logistic Nodes (3 Major Railway
Stations, 2 Airports, 2 Waterway
Terminals), facilitating faster
movement of goods and 
passengers across the region.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

The Central Reserve Police
Force (CRPF) has sent show-
cause notices to eight
Assistant Commandant-rank
officers,  including one
woman, for reportedly refus-
ing to attend an official
working lunch hosted by a
senior officer during a train-
ing program, according to
official sources. The officers
were part of a group taking a
technical course at a CRPF
camp in Madhya Pradesh
about a month ago. Sources
said the zonal head, an Indian
Police Service (IPS) officer,

invited them to a working
lunch. The officers did not
attend, and the force has
called this insubordination.

An internal communica-
tion shared with the media
said the trainee officers were
attending the Gazetted
Officers’ technical course.
Amit Kumar, IPS, Special
Director General, Central
Zone, hosted the lunch at the
GO’s Mess. The first show-
cause notice was sent on
June 30, 2026, asking the offi-
cers to explain their actions
within three days.

More than a month later,
the units involved had not
replied. Force headquarters

then sent a follow-up marked
“Most Urgent,” telling the
units to ensure the officers
submit their explanations
immediately. The message
warned that if they did not

respond, it would be consid-
ered as having “nothing to
state in their defence,” and
action could be taken
without their input.

Official sources said the

case is being treated as
insubordination. A senior
CRPF officer said more disci-
plinary action may follow
after the officers submit their
explanations and the force
reviews them. 

The reasons why the officers
declined to attend the lunch
have not been specified. CRPF
headquarters has not made a
public statement on the
matter and has not respond-
ed to requests for comment. 

Assistant Commandants
are the entry-level gazetted
officer rank in the CRPF. The
force, which is the country’s
largest central armed police
organisation, regularly holds

technical and professional
courses for its officers at dif-
ferent training centres.

Force headquarters have
sent out the notices, and
units have been told to collect
the officers’ replies as soon as
possible. What happens next
will depend on the explana-
tions provided and the
review by the proper author-
ity. Sources said the Special
Director General was
unhappy that the officers
missed the lunch, which led
to the show-cause process.
No other details about earlier
interactions between the offi-
cers and the senior officer
have been shared.

CRPF issues show-cause notices to eight officers for declining working lunch

SAUGAR SENGUPTA n Kolkata

The Bengal Government
would go any distance to
bring the Tatas to the State,
Industries Minister Tapas Roy
has said. Roy, who had led a
delegation of State
Government officials to
Mumbai on Thursday, said
that he would have held the
feet of Ratan Tata — “in any
case he was much older than
me in age” — had he been
alive today. “Had Mr Ratan
Tata been alive today, I would
have even held his feet to

request him to return to
Bengal,” reiterating that the
then land movement led by
former Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee forcing the banish-
ment of a fully developed
Tata Nano (car) from Singur in
2008 was a colossal blunder.

Roy’s statement is in sync
with a sustained effort by
the Suvendu Adhikari
Government to reach out to
the investors, including Tatas,
Birlas and others, to invest in
Bengal “to restore it to its orig-
inal position in the top where
we belonged years ago.”

Bengal Government has to
pay the Tata group a compen-
sation of `765 crore in the
wake of its forced abandon-
ment of the Singur project.
“The previous Governments
have left a debt burden of `8
lakh crore… we will also have
to repay the Tatas the com-
pensation… still our Chief
Minister is dreaming of bring-
ing industry back to the
State… we will make Bengal
an industrialised State by
2031… a draft industrial policy
is already there and will be
unveiled by the middle of

August,” the minister said
adding talks were on with the
Mitsubishi group too.

“It is not the question of
any ego or something like
that… we are in power today,
and we want the industries
back in Bengal, and we 
will do it at any cost,” State
BJP president Samik
Bhattacharya said.

Meanwhile, Chief Minister
Suvendu Adhikari once again
iterated his strong intentions
to ensure an economically
strong State in three years.
“We will become a financial-

ly strong state within 2-3
years… we will hand over
land to at least 25 industries
within a month,” he said.

Announcing that he would
lay the foundation stone of a
`4,000 crore steel plant in
Purulia district, Adhikari said
that the administration would
not allow any extortion racket
to thrive in the State. 

“Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman has expressed
keen interest in textile and
industries … she has seen the
high-quality of products
woven by our weavers … she

is coming here” in the last
week of August but “for that
we need a business-friendly
atmosphere.”

“For the past 50 years or so
Bengal has fallen behind
because of hooliganism and
extortion raj that will not be
tolerated any more… you
may have seen the
Government’s attitude…
There will be no extortion or
hooliganism, syndicates, cut-
money; now we are deter-
mined to ensure a business-
friendly environment,”
Adhikari said.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n Bhopal

A tiger that had kept forest
officials on edge for nearly
two months in the Pench
landscape was finally cap-
tured in a meticulously
planned operation that com-
bined traditional fieldcraft
with Artificial Intelligence
(AI)-based surveillance. 

The big cat has now been
shifted to Van Vihar National
Park in Bhopal, where it will
remain under expert care
and observation. 

The operation marked
one of the first successful
uses of AI-enabled technol-
ogy in tracking an elusive
tiger in Madhya Pradesh.
According to forest depart-
ment officials, the animal
had repeatedly changed its
movement patterns, frus-
trating conventional search
efforts  and making i t
extremely difficult for teams
to predict its location.
Despite continuous moni-
toring, the tiger managed to
evade capture for weeks
by moving through dense
forests and remote terrain.

To break the deadlock, the
forest department deployed
seven AI-powered cameras
across strategic locations,
particularly along animal

trails, water sources and sus-
pected movement corridors. 

Unlike conventional
camera traps, the AI-enabled
system analysed movement
patterns and distinguished
the tiger from other wildlife,
enabling officials to receive
precise and timely inputs
about its location.

Based on the data gener-
ated by the surveillance
network, forest officials nar-
rowed down the tiger’s
movement and prepared a
carefully coordinated
capture plan. More than 60
officers and frontline forest
personnel participated in

the operation, working in
shifts and maintaining con-
stant vigilance in the chal-
lenging terrain.

Once the tiger’s location
was confirmed, veterinarians
and wildlife experts tran-
quilised the animal following
standard safety protocols.
After a thorough health
examination, the tiger was
safely placed in a transport
cage and shifted to Van Vihar
National Park in Bhopal.

Officials said the success-
ful operation highlighted the
growing role of technology in
wildlife conservation. The
AI-based monitoring system

not only reduced the time
required to locate the tiger
but also minimised risks to
both field staff and the
animal by enabling a target-
ed rescue operation instead
of prolonged tracking.

The forest department
described the mission as a
significant achievement in
wildlife management,
demonstrating how techno-
logical innovation, scientific
planning and coordinated
teamwork can help resolve
complex human-wildlife sit-
uations while ensuring the
safety and welfare of endan-
gered animals.

Haryana Minister Rajesh Nagar meets Amit
Shah, discusses development and public welfare
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

Haryana’s Minister for Food,
Civil Supplies and Consumer
Affairs, Rajesh Nagar, paid a
courtesy call on Union Home
and Cooperation Minister
Amit Shah in New Delhi on
Thursday.  During the
meeting, the two leaders
held detailed discu-ssions 
on Haryana’s development,
public welfare initiatives,
and various contemporary
issues.

During the interaction,
Minister Rajesh Nagar
briefed the Union Home
Minister on the progress of
key schemes being imple-
mented by the Food and
Civil Supplies Department. 

He also discussed mea-
sures to further strengthen
the Public Distribution
System (PDS),  improve
service delivery for citizens,
and accelerate develop-
ment through enhanced
coordination between the
Central  and State
Governments.

Rajesh Nagar expressed
his gratitude to the Union
Government for its contin-
ued support  towards
Haryana’s development and

sought the guidance of Amit
Shah on further strengthen-
ing the state’s growth trajec-
tory. He said that under the
leadership of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and the
guidance of Union Home
Minister Amit Shah, Haryana
is achieving new milestones
in development. He reiterat-
ed the State Government’s
commitment to ensuring
the effective implementa-
tion of  public welfare
schemes for the benefit of
every citizen.

Union Home Minister
Amit Shah also reviewed
the progress of various

developmental and welfare
initiatives being undertaken
in Haryana and assured 
the State Government of
the Centre’s full support in 
its efforts to promote 
inclusive and sustainable
development.

The courtesy meeting is
being viewed as significant
from both political and
administrative perspectives,
reflecting the strong coordi-
nation between the Central
and State Governments and
their shared commitment to
accelerating development
and enhancing public
welfare in Haryana.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

India on Thursday success-
fully test-fired nuclear-capable
ballistic missile Agni-4 from
the integrated test range in
Odisha’s Chandipur, demon-
strating its strategic strike
capabilities.

The testing of the missile
was carried out by the
Strategic Forces Command
(SFC) and the Defence Res-
earch and Development
Organisation (DRDO). “Medium
Range Ballistic Missile ‘Agni-4’
was successfully test-fired from
the Integrated Test Range,
Chandipur in Odisha on August
6,” the defence ministry said.

“The launch validated all
operational and technical
parametres. The test was
carried out under the aegis of
the Strategic Forces
Command,” it said.

India demonstrates
strategic might
with successful
Agni-4 missile test

West Bengal Industries Minister Tapas Roy

Union civil aviation minister Ram Mohan Naidu Kinjarapu

AI locates Pench tiger after 2-month chase

Do anything to ensure return of Tatas to West Bengal: Industries minister Tapas Roy

FAIR REPORT

FAIR REPORT

FAIR REPORT

FAIR REPORT

FAIR REPORT

FAIR REPORT

FAIR REPORT



NATION 06NEW DELHI | FRIDAY | AUGUST 7, 2026

Congress Parliamentary Party chairperson Sonia Gandhi
has appointed party MP Neeraj Dangi as party’s whip in
the Rajya Sabha. Jairam Ramesh said Dangi’s
appointment comes in the wake of the vacancy created
after the retirement of Rajani Patil.

“Chairperson, Congress Party in Parliament, Sonia
Gandhi has appointed Neeraj Dangi as whip of the
Congress party in Parliament, Rajya Sabha, vice vacancy
arising owing to the retirement of Rajani Ashokrao Patil,”
Ramesh, the party’s chief whip, said in a statement. Dangi
represents the state of Rajasthan in the Council of States.
He is a two-term MP and was re-elected recently to the
Rajya Sabha. (PNS) 

States Focus

SONIA GANDHI APPOINTS NEERAJ
DANGI AS CONGRESS WHIP IN RS

Gujarat has moved a step closer to introducing cheetahs
in the Banni grasslands of Kutch, with preparations
gathering pace for the ambitious conservation initiative.
According to forest officials, four to six cheetahs are likely
to be brought from Madhya Pradesh’s Kuno National Park
after the monsoon season, while the National Tiger
Conservation Authority (NTCA) has indicated that an initial
batch of four cheetahs could be sent to the Banni Cheetah
Breeding Centre.

To ensure a sustainable habitat, authorities have begun
strengthening the prey base in line with NTCA guidelines.
As part of the exercise, blackbucks from Velavadar
National Park are being relocated to Banni. (PNS)

GUJARAT GEARS UP FOR CHEETAH
REINTRODUCTION IN KUTCH

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh on Thursday chaired a
meeting of a parliamentary
committee, with discussions
focusing on the Territorial
Army and its members offer-
ing suggestions to further
enhance its overall effective-
ness. He said the Territorial
Army creates surge capacity for
the defence forces by building
a reserve of trained soldiers
who can be deployed immedi-
ately whenever the need arises.
Rajnath made this assertion
while chairing the meeting.

Minister of State for Defence
Sanjay Seth, Chief of Defence
Staff General NS Raja
Subramani, Army Chief
General Dhiraj Seth, Defence
Secretary Rajesh Kumar Singh,
Secretary (Defence Production)
Sanjeev Kumar, Secretary
(Defence Finance) Vishvajit
Sahay and other senior officers
attended the meeting, the
ministry said in a statement.

During the meet, senior offi-
cials presented a detailed brief-
ing on the Territorial Army’s
mandate, role and key achieve-

ments to the committee
members, who offered sugges-
tions to further strengthen the
force and enhance its overall 
effectiveness, it said.

In his address, Rajnath
described the Territorial
Army’s contribution as “signif-
icant” in advancing Prime
Minister Narendra Modi-led
Government’s vision of Viksit
Bharat. He emphasised that
while the role of the defence
forces revolves primarily
around security-related
aspects, the Territorial Army
contributes in other areas
such as environmental conser-
vation and social work as well.

“The Territorial Army is a
living embodiment of the
‘citizen-soldier’ concept. While
its members engage in civilian
pursuits, they simultaneously
don the uniform to safeguard
the borders and maintain
internal security,” Singh said.
He added that when the per-
sonnel complete their tenure
and return to civilian life, they
act as a “vibrant bridge”
between society and the mil-
itary, inspiring people, espe-
cially the youth, to join the
defence forces.

The Territorial Army stands
as a trained, motivated, and
potent force, comprising

nearly 44,400 personnel and
59 diverse units, the min-
istry said. The defence minis-
ter termed the force as “first
responders”, who provide
immediate relief and support
during natural calamities. 

He acknowledged their
role in carrying out relief and
rescue work, and providing
medical aid to those in need
during Kerala floods, Odisha
cyclone and the recent floods
in Assam.

Commending their contri-
bution in environmental
management and climate
change mitigation, he said
the ecological task forces of
the Territorial Army have
planted approximately 10
crore saplings till date, with
the survival rate ranging
between 80-85 per cent.

This green initiative is
translating the prime minis-
ter’s ‘Mission LiFE’  and
‘Panchamrit’ goals into reality
on the ground, he said.

Rajnath also appreciated
the efforts of the Territorial
Army deployed in Jammu
and Kashmir for taking the
‘Har Ghar Tiranga’ campaign
to greater heights.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

Opposition MPs protested in
Parliament House complex
on Thursday against the
alleged theft of donations at
the Ram temple in Ayodhya
and “police excesses”
against student protesters.

Amid rain, the MPs, carry-
ing umbrellas and placards
against the Government,
protested in front of the
Makar Dwar of Parliament
with slogans such as
‘chhanda chor, gaddi chor ’,
‘Amit Shah jawaab do ’ and
‘chanda chor kahan milenge,
BJP ke daftar mein ’.

The MPs also kept a dona-
tion box at the spot to sym-
bolise the alleged theft of
donations at the Ram

temple and lined up around
them to raise slogans
against the Government.

The opposition MPs,
mostly from the Congress
and the Samajwadi Party,
lined up behind a big
banner that read “Amit Shah
jawaab do ”, and raised
slogans against the Home
Minister. Earlier, SP MPs also
held a separate protest
demanding accountability
over the alleged theft of
donations from the Ram
temple in Ayodhya.

The INDIA bloc has vowed
to corner the Government
on issues of alleged theft of
donations at the Ram
temple and the use of
“brutal force” against stu-
dents during their protests
last week.

Opposition MPs protest in
rain over alleged Ram temple
donation theft, police excesses

ASHOKE RAJ n New Delhi

The Centre on Thursday
informed the RajyaSabha 
that Prime Minister
NarendraModi’s overseas visits
this year have cost the exche-
quer nearly `74.5 crore, while
also stating that India attract-
ed USD 381.8 billion in Foreign
Direct Investment (FDI)
between April 2021 and
December 2025. However, the
Government did not attribute
any portion of the investment
inflows to specific foreign visits
or agreements.

The information was shared
by the Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA) in a written reply

to questions raised by
RajyaSabha MPs Sanjay Singh
and Dr V. Sivadasan. 

The lawmakers had sought
details of the Prime Minister’s
country-wise foreign visits
since 2021, the expenditure
incurred on each trip, bilater-
al agreements signed, invest-
ment commitments made,
and the FDI received as a
result of those visits.

Minister of State for External
Affairs PabitraMargherita 
said the Government has pro-
vided year-wise and visit-
wise expenditure details
along with a country-wise
list of Memorandums of
Understanding (MoUs) signed

during the Prime Minister’s
visits in annexures attached to
the reply.

The MEA also referred to
expenditure incurred during

the previous Congress-led UPA
Government to provide histor-
ical context. According to the
ministry, a single visit by
former Prime Minister

DrManmohan Singh to the
United States in 2011 cost 
`10.74 crore, while visits to
Russia in 2013, France in 2011,
and Germany in 2013 cost 
`9.96 crore, `8.33 crore, and 
`6.02 crore, respectively. 

The ministry clarified that
these are actual historical
figures and have not been
adjusted for inflation or curren-
cy fluctuations.

On the investment front,
the Government said India
received a cumulative USD
381.8 billion in FDI between
April 2021 and December 2025.
It maintained that the Prime
Minister’s high-level foreign
engagements have played an

important role in strengthen-
ing India’s bilateral, regional,
and global partnerships.

According to the MEA, agree-
ments signed during these
visits have expanded cooper-
ation across key sectors,
including technology, inno-
vation, trade and investment,
defence, energy, and resilient
supply chains.

The Government, however,
did not provide any visit-spe-
cific assessment of invest-
ment outcomes, nor did it
quantify how much of the
reported FDI could be direct-
ly linked to individual overseas
trips, MoUs, or investment
commitments.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

The Centre has amended the
Drugs Rules, 1945, to
empower licensing authori-
ties to debar applicants who
submit fake or fabricated
data in support of applica-
tions for regulatory approvals,
a move aimed at strengthen-
ing the integrity and trans-
parency of India’s drug 
regulatory system.

The Union Health Ministry
said the amendments, noti-
fied through GS R 756(E),
introduce a new enforce-
ment mechanism in addi-

tion to the existing provi-
sions under the Drugs and
Cosmetics Act, 1940. Under
the amended rules, appli-
cants found to have submit-
ted fabricated data may be
barred from filing fresh appli-

cations with the concerned
licensing authority, either the
Centre or the state regulator,
as applicable, for a specified
period.

“In addition to existing
enforcement provisions

under the Drugs and
Cosmetics Act, 1940, these
newly notified provisions
empower the Licensing
Authority to debar further
applications by entities who
submit fake or fabricated
data in support of their
applications.

“This will apply to all appli-
cations filed under various
provisions of the Drugs Rules
1945,” the ministry said in a
statement. Currently, appli-
cants who submit fabricated
data face enforcement
actions such as rejection of
their applications or cancel-
lation of existing licenses.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

The All India Kisan Sabha
(AIKS) has strongly criticised
the Forest Rights Guidelines
issued through a joint com-
munication dated July 27,
2026, by the Ministry of Tribal
Affairs and the Ministry of
Environment, Forest and
Climate Change, alleging
that they undermine both
the letter and spirit of the
Forest Rights Act (FRA).

According to AIKS, the
communication sent to state
chief secretaries directs

states to ensure that
Community Forest Resource
(CFR) plans are harmonised
with forest department-
approved working plans. 

The organisation said the
new guidelines supersede
the 2015 guidelines issued
under Section 12 of the FRA
and build upon what it
described as anti-democra-
tic and anti-tribal guidance
circulated in June 2021 and
September 2023.

AIKS stated that the 2026
joint circular, like the previous
communications issued in
2021 and 2023, contradicts the

fundamental intent and ethos
of the FRA, particularly its
commitment to community-
centric forest governance.

The organisation noted
that the FRA was enacted

fol lowing decades of  
struggles by Adivasis and
other traditional forest
dwellers, along with parlia-
mentary interventions by
the organised Left.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

Regional parties in India have
strongly influenced and
reshaped the contours of the
polity. This acceptance by
the electorate is now reflect-
ed in their funding, which has
seen a stupendous three-
fold increase through dona-
tions between 2023 and 2025. 

The amount received in
donations by the regional
parties was `1,051.56 crore in
2024-25, an increase of 
`688.769 cr (198.18 per cent),
up from `347.69 crore in 2023-
24, while the total number of
donations received for the

two years were 5,297 and
2,861, respectively — denoting
an 85 per cent increase. 

Notably, Corporate and
business houses continued to
dominate political funding,
contributing `644.93 crore
in 2024-25, nearly three times
the `227.61 crore amount
donated in the previous year,
though their share in the
total value of donations
declined marginally. 

According to a report by
the Association for
Democratic Reforms released
on Thursday, donations from
donors with undeclared
addresses increased sharply
in 2024-25, both in terms of

number (613 to 2,025 dona-
tions) and value (`8.482 cr to
`337.11 crore) while dona-
tions from donors with unde-
clared addresses totalled 
`345.594 cr through 2,638
donations across the two
financial years, accounting for
24.7 per cent of the total
value of donations received.

The ADR report said across
the two financial years, cor-
porate and business houses
contributed `872.54 crore
through 650 donations,
adding up to over 62 per
cent of the total value of
contributions. Individual
donors accounted for the
largest number of donations,

making 5,647 contributions
across two years. However,
they contributed only 
`193.95 crore, or about 14
per cent of the total value of

donations. While the number
of individual donations
increased in 2024-25, their
overall value declined, result-
ing in a sharp fall in their

share of total donations.
The report also flagged a

sharp increase in donations
from undeclared donors,
which rose from `6.62 crore
in 2023-24 to ̀ 302.67 crore in
2024-25, taking their share in
the total value of donations
to nearly 29 per cent. 

The Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagam (DMK) received
the highest amount from
undeclared donors at 
`300.64 crore, accounting for
over 82 per cent of its total
declared donations during
the year. The Tamil Nadu-
based party also topped the
list of recipients in 2024-25
with declared donations of 

`365.78 crore, followed by
the All India Trinamool
Congress (AITC) at `184.96
crore and the YSR Congress at
`140.04 crore.  Notably, the
Telugu Desam Party (TDP)
had been the highest recipi-
ent in 2023-24 with 
`100.19 crore.

The report pointed out that
AITC, YSR Congress, TDP, All
India Anna Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagam (AIADMK) and Biju
Janata Dal (BJD) relied almost
entirely on corporate and
business house donations,
with negligible or no contri-
butions from other donor
categories. Prudent Electoral
Trust emerged as the largest

donor across the two finan-
cial years, contributing `434
crore through 38 donations,
followed by Tiger Associates
with `160 crore. 

Progressive Electoral Trust,
Vedanta Limited and AB
General Electoral Trust also
featured among the top five
donors. 

Electoral trusts continued
to dominate political funding,
with Prudent Electoral Trust,
Progressive Electoral Trust
and AB General Electoral Trust
together contributing 
`536 crore, or about 64 per
cent of the total donations
made by the top 10 donors
during the two-year period.

PM Modi’s foreign visits cost `74.5 crore this year, Govt tells Parliament

Government amends drug rules to debar
firms submitting fake data for approvals

ASHOKE RAJ n New Delhi

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on
Thursday held a telephone conversation
with his Israeli counterpart, Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, during
which the two leaders reviewed the
progress of the India-Israel Special
Strategic Partnership and exchanged
views on the evolving security and
geopolitical situation in West Asia.

According to an official statement
issued by the Prime Minister’s Office,
the conversation reflected the contin-
ued high-level engagement between
New Delhi and Tel Aviv, with both
leaders reaffirming their shared com-
mitment to further deepening bilater-
al cooperation across a broad spectrum
of sectors for the mutual benefit of the
two nations.

The discussion underscored the
growing maturity of India-Israel ties,
which have expanded significantly
over the past decade to encompass
defence and security, agriculture, water
management, innovation, cyber secu-
rity, artificial intelligence, space tech-
nology, renewable energy, healthcare,
and trade. Both sides acknowledged the
sustained momentum in the Special
Strategic Partnership and reiterated
their resolve to strengthen collabora-
tion in emerging technologies and 
critical infrastructure.

The two Prime Ministers also
exchanged perspectives on recent devel-
opments in West Asia, a region that con-
tinues to witness significant political and
security challenges with implications for
regional stability and the global
economy. While the official statement
did not disclose specific details of the 
discussion, the exchange reflects India’s

continued diplomatic engagement with
key regional stakeholders amid 
evolving geopolitical dynamics.

India has consistently advocated dia-
logue, restraint, respect for interna-
tional law, and peaceful resolution of
conflicts, while maintaining close rela-
tions with countries across West Asia.
New Delhi’s balanced diplomatic
approach has enabled it to engage
constructively with multiple partners in
the region while safeguarding its strate-
gic, economic, and energy interests.

The conversation between Prime
Minister Modi and Prime Minister
Netanyahu comes at a time when India
and Israel continue to enhance coop-
eration in areas of mutual strategic
importance. 

Defence collaboration remains a cor-
nerstone of the bilateral relationship,
complemented by growing partner-
ships in technology, innovation, start-

up ecosystems, agriculture, and water
conservation. Increasing business-to-
business engagement and people-to-
people exchanges have further 
reinforced the relationship.

The leaders agreed to remain in
close contact and continue consulta-
tions on issues of bilateral and region-
al significance. 

Their decision to maintain regular
dialogue underscores the importance
both countries attach to sustained
political engagement in addressing
common challenges and advancing
shared strategic objectives.

The telephone conversation reflects
the enduring strength of the India-
Israel partnership and the commitment
of both Governments to further
expanding cooperation while  
remaining engaged on regional devel-
opments that have far-reaching 
international implications.

PM Modi and Netanyahu review strategic
partnership, discuss West Asia developments

Regional party donations triple in 2 years, DMK tops list with `365 cr: ADR report

Union Defence Minister Rajnath Singh chairs a Parliamentary Consultative
Committee meeting regarding Territorial Army for the Ministry of Defence 
in New Delhi PTI

Rajnath reviews ways to enhance
effectiveness of territorial army 

AIKS alleges 2026 Forest Rights Guidelines
undermine tribal rights and dilute FRA
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n FAIR REPORT 
CHITTORGARH

Groupism in Chittorgarh 
Congress was once again 
seen before the upcoming 
elections. A large number 
of  workers were present in 
the organisational meet-
ing, but the statements 
given by the leaders also 
clearly showed the differ-
ences within the party. Dis-
trict Congress President 
Pramod Sisodia and for-
mer Chairman Sandeep 
Sharma targeted BJP and 
independent MLA Chan-
drabhan Singh Akya. At 
the same time, without tak-
ing any name, they also 
gave a message of  organi-
sation and discipline to 
senior leaders of  their own 
party. In political circles, 
these statements are being 

seen as a reference to for-
mer MLA Surendra Singh 
Jadawat. District President 
Pramod Sisodia, while ad-
dressing the workers, said 
that the aim of  Congress is 
to strengthen the organisa-
tion. He said that this time 

in the election, “we will 
also remove the air from 
the Cooker’s whistle.” He 
said that the election will 
not be fought on the 
strength of  one leader, but 
with the strength of  the en-
tire organisation. He ap-

pealed to the workers to 
forget small differences 
and start preparing for the 
election. Sisodia said with-
out taking anyone’s name 
that some people consider 
themselves bigger than the 
organisation. Such people 

are not attending district 
Congress meetings and are 
holding separate meetings. 
He said that a complaint 
against such leaders has 
been sent to the state Con-
gress and the party will 
take a decision according 
to discipline. Sisodia said 
that there is a fixed process 
for building the organisa-
tion at the block and booth 
level, but some people are 
announcing posts on their 
own and holding separate 
meetings, creating confu-
sion among workers. Con-
gress will not tolerate this. 
He said that the organisa-
tion will decide the ticket 
and the entire organisation 
will fight the election to-
gether. Congress is a party 
of  workers, not of  any one 
person.
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Woman’s 13-gram Gold Chain Stolen at Jhatla Mata 
Pandoli Temple, Two Women of Gang Arrested

Women used to target 
devotees in crowded 
places; stolen chain 
recovered, accused 
also involved in chain 
theft at Sanwaliyaji 
and other crowded 
places

n FAIR REPORT 
CHITTORGARH
The joint team of  DST (Anti-
Theft Team) and Chanderia 
Police Station has solved the 
case of  theft of  a 13-gram 
gold chain from a woman at 
Jhatla Mata Pandoli Temple 
and arrested two women ac-
cused of  the gang. The sto-
len gold chain has also been 
recovered from them. Dis-
trict Superintendent of  Po-

lice Dharmendra Singh said 
that under the special cam-
paign being run to prevent 
property-related crimes and 
solve theft cases quickly, the 
joint team of  DST (Anti-
Theft) Chittorgarh and 
Chanderia Police Station 
has achieved important suc-
cess. The team collected in-
formation, activated the in-
former network and used 
technical analysis to solve 
the chain theft case at Jhatla 
Mata Pandoli and arrested 
two women accused and re-
covered the stolen chain. 
Under the close supervision 
of  Additional Superinten-
dent of  Police Gajendra 
Singh Jodha and Circle Of-
ficer Rural Dinesh Sukhwal, 

a special campaign is being 
conducted to prevent prop-
erty-related crimes and ar-
rest wanted criminals. Un-
der this campaign, a joint 
team of  DST (Anti-Theft) 
Chittorgarh and Chanderia 
Police Station was formed. 
On July 7, 2026, complainant 
Lalit Kumar Jain, resident 
of  Bapunagar, Bhilwara, 

submitted a report at Chan-
deria Police Station. He 
stated that he had come with 
his family and wife Hemlata 
Jain to visit Jhatla Mata 
Pandoli Temple. There was 
a large crowd at the temple. 
Taking advantage of  the 
crowd, two women stole his 
wife Hemlata’s 13-gram gold 
chain. After the incident, his 

wife’s health deteriorated 
and they took her to the hos-
pital. Later, they came and 
submitted the report to the 
police. After the incident, 
both women accused fled 
from the spot. A case was 
registered at Chanderia Po-
lice Station under Section 
305(A) of  the Bharatiya 
Nyaya Sanhita, 2023, and in-
vestigation was started. 
Considering the seriousness 
of  the case, the team closely 
inspected the spot and care-
fully checked the CCTV foot-
age from shops and nearby 
areas. The informer net-
work was activated and 
technical analysis was done 
regarding the activities and 
movement of  suspicious 

persons. During this, the 
team received reliable infor-
mation from an informer. 
Immediate action was taken 
and the suspected women 
were identified. Raids were 
conducted at possible loca-
tions and both women were 
detained. During detailed 
questioning and after suffi-
cient evidence was found, 
both were formally arrest-
ed. Police recovered the sto-
len 13-gram gold chain from 
their possession. The ar-
rested women have been 
identified as Jaya Bachha-
da, wife of  Rohit Bachhada, 
resident of  Barkheda, Kuk-
deshwar Police Station, 
Madhya Pradesh, and Pooja, 
wife of  Arjun Bachhada, 

resident of  Pipliya Rudi, 
Manasa Police Station, Mad-
hya Pradesh. During pre-
liminary questioning, the 
women told police that they 
used to take advantage of  
crowds at crowded places, 
especially Shri Sanwaliyaji 
Seth Temple, Jhatla Mata 
Temple, Shani Maharaj and 
various rallies, fairs and 
processions held in the dis-
trict to steal chains from 
women. Detailed investiga-
tion is continuing regarding 
other such incidents. Police 
said that accused Jaya, wife 
of  Rohit Bachhada, was also 
involved in a chain theft 
case registered at Kotwali 
Chittorgarh Police Station 
in 2025, which is currently 

under trial. The police team 
from Chanderia Police Sta-
tion included Police Inspec-
tor Madhukanwar, SHO 
Chanderia, ASI Rajesh Ku-
mar, Rajkumar (Cyber 
Cell), Woman Constable 
Krishna and Constable 
Anil. The DST (Anti-Theft 
Team) Chittorgarh team in-
cluded Constable Ramava-
tar (Cyber Cell), Sunil Ku-
mar, Padam Kumar, Hem-
raj, Jogendra, Durgesh, 
Manish, Rakesh, Mukesh, 
Purkharam and Sahil. Dis-
trict Police Chittorgarh 
continues to take effective 
action against wanted, ab-
sconding and habitual 
criminals involved in prop-
erty-related crimes.

NDPS smuggler’s property worth Rs 
20 lakh frozen, house and car seized

Accused facing 3 
cases related to drug 
smuggling, action 
taken after approval 
from Central 
Government authority
n FAIR REPORT 
CHITTORGARH
Sadas Police have taken ac-
tion against a drug smug-
gler under the special cam-
paign being run against il-
legal drugs. Police have 
frozen property worth 
around Rs 20 lakh belonging 
to accused Jitendra Singh 
alias Jeetu Banna. The ac-
tion includes a residential 
house measuring 85.80 
square metres in village 
Shadi and a Maruti Suzuki 
Swift VDI car number RJ-
02-CC-2469. According to 
police, a special campaign is 
being run on the orders of  
the Inspector General of  Po-
lice, Udaipur Range, and 
Police Headquarters to take 
strict action against illegal 
drug smugglers. On the or-
ders of  Chittorgarh SP 
Dharmendra Singh Yadav, 
under the direction of  Ad-
ditional SP Headquarters 
Gajendra Singh Jodha and 
supervision of  Deputy SP 
Gangrar Uday Singh, Sadas 
Police Station In-charge 
Sub-Inspector Sonali Shar-
ma took the action. Police 
said that three cases related 

to drug smuggling are regis-
tered against Jitendra Sin-
gh alias Jeetu Banna, son of  
Bhanwar Singh Rajput, 
resident of  Shadi, Sadas Po-
lice Station. The first case 
was registered in 2011 at 
Dangiwas Police Station, 
Jodhpur. The second case 
was registered in 2017 at Os-
ian Police Station, Jodhpur 
Rural. The third case was 
registered in 2022 at Kanera 
Police Station, Chittorgarh. 
Based on these cases, police 
investigated the property of  
the accused. Police found a 

residential house measur-
ing 85.80 square metres at 
Khasra No. 405/1 in village 
Shadi and a Maruti Suzuki 
Swift VDI car registered as 
RJ-02-CC-2469. Police start-
ed the process to freeze the 
property, considering it to 
be illegally earned property. 
On June 29, 2026, police sent 
a proposal to the Competent 
Authority & Administrator, 
SAFEM (FOP)A & NDPS 
Act, New Delhi, Govern-
ment of  India, to freeze the 
house and car. After the 
hearing, the Competent Au-

thority gave permanent ap-
proval to freeze both proper-
ties. After receiving the or-
der, Sadas Police froze the 
accused’s house and car. 
According to police, the to-
tal estimated value of  the 
frozen properties is around 
Rs 20 lakh. After the prop-
erty was frozen, the accused 
cannot sell, transfer or give 
these properties to any oth-
er person. The action was 
taken by Sadas Police Sta-
tion In-charge Sub-Inspec-
tor Sonali Sharma along 
with the police team.

Groupism seen in Congress meeting, claim to remove the air 
of ‘Cooker’; message of discipline also given to own leaders

Large number of workers attended the organisational meeting, District President Pramod Sisodia and former Chairman Sandeep 
Sharma targeted BJP and independent MLA Chandrabhan Singh Akya; senior party leader also targeted without taking name

Former Chairman said- If corruption is proved, I will leave public life

Message also given to own leaders

Former Chairman Sandeep Sharma gave 
an open challenge on the corruption 
allegations being made by BJP against 
the Municipal Council board. He said 
that if even one case of corruption is 
proved during the five-year tenure of the 
Congress Municipal Council board, he 
will leave public life. Sharma said that 
the files of the Municipal Council were 
checked during the last three years, but 
nothing was found because Congress 

worked honestly. Sharma targeted BJP 
and said that in the Assembly election, 
BJP’s support had become so weak that 
it could not directly compete with Con-
gress. He alleged that BJP gave the re-
sponsibility of the contest to independent 
MLA Chandrabhan Singh Akya, known as 
‘Cooker’. He said that BJP has stepped 
back and started politics on the support 
of the independent MLA, but Congress is 
not afraid of anyone.

Sandeep Sharma also spoke about the dif-
ferences within the party. Without taking 
any name, he said that it is not right to hold 
separate meetings in the name of Congress 
and target their own leaders. He said that 
no person makes someone a Chairman or a 
leader, this decision is taken by the public. 
His statement is also being seen as a refer-
ence to former Congress MLA Surendra Singh 
Jadawat. Recently, Jadawat held separate 
meetings with office-bearers of the city and 
rural Congress blocks. It was also reported 

that despite being repeatedly invited to district 
Congress meetings, he did not attend them. 
The District President has reportedly sent a 
complaint about this to the state Congress. 
A large number of Congress workers were 
present in the meeting. The leaders stressed 
strengthening the organisation up to the booth 
and block level in view of the upcoming elec-
tion. However, amid the presence of workers, 
the differences seen in the statements of the 
leaders also brought the issue of groupism in 
Congress into discussion.

Shaurya Chakra Awardee Brigadier 
Jitendra Singh Shekhawat inspired 

cadets with patriotism and leadership
Subhead: Shared his 
military experiences 
with cadets and 
motivated them 
towards serving the 
nation

n FAIR REPORT 
CHITTORGARH

As part of  the programmes 
organised before the 66th 
Foundation Day of  Sainik 
School, an inspiring inter-
action programme was or-
ganised at the Shankar 
Menon Auditorium of  the 
school. Former student of  
Sainik School and Shaurya 
Chakra awardee Brigadier 
Jitendra Singh Shekhawat 
interacted with the cadets 
and shared his military ex-
periences. He inspired the 
cadets to serve the nation. 
Brigadier Shekhawat gave 
the message of  courage, 
sacrifice, discipline, lead-
ership and dedication to-
wards the country. He said 
that determination, hard 
work and good character 
are the basis of  success in 
life. He asked the cadets to 
follow the values of  ser-
vice, honesty and good 
leadership. He also advised 
them to remain patient, 
strong and positive in dif-
ficult situations. School 
Public Relations Officer 

Babulal Shivran said that 
during an anti-terror op-
eration in 1997, Brigadier 
Shekhawat showed excep-
tional courage despite be-
ing seriously injured and 
killed three terrorists 
alone. For his bravery and 
dedication to duty, he was 
awarded the Shaurya 
Chakra by the President of  
India. Under the leader-
ship of  Brigadier Shekha-
wat, his battalion planted 
4.5 lakh saplings within 24 
hours and made a Guin-
ness World Record. For 
this contribution towards 
environmental protection, 
he was also awarded the 
Indira Gandhi Environ-
ment Award. During the 
programme, Brigadier 
Shekhawat answered ques-

tions asked by the cadets 
and cleared their doubts. 
His speech strengthened 
the feeling of  patriotism, 
dedication to duty and 
leadership among the ca-
dets. On this occasion, 
School Principal Colonel 
Anil Dev Singh Jasrotia, 
Vice Principal Lieutenant 
Colonel Isha Thakral and 
Administrative Officer 
Major C. Sreekumar hon-
oured Brigadier Shekha-
wat with a memento on 
behalf  of  the school. For-
mer student of  the school 
Lieutenant Colonel Vijay 
Pal Singh also shared his 
military experiences and 
motivated the cadets to 
move forward on the path 
of  discipline, dedication 
and excellence.

FCRA Bill Faces 
Fresh Pushback: 
Christian Leaders 
Urge Amit Shah to 
Withdraw Proposal 
or Send It to JPC

New Delhi: The political 
heat surrounding the pro-
posed Foreign Contribu-
tion (Regulation) Amend-
ment (FCRA) Bill intensi-
fied on Thursday as a del-
egation of  Christian lead-
ers met Union Home Min-
ister Amit Shah, demand-
ing that the legislation be 
either withdrawn or re-
ferred to a Joint Parliamen-
tary Committee (JPC) for 
an exhaustive review. Call-
ing the Bill a far-reaching 
piece of  legislation with 
significant implications 
for civil society, the delega-
tion argued that it should 
not be enacted without 
wider consultations and 
rigorous parliamentary 
scrutiny. They expressed 
concerns that several pro-
visions could adversely af-
fect the functioning of  
churches, faith-based edu-
cational institutions, hos-
pitals and charitable or-
ganisations dependent on 
foreign contributions to 
deliver welfare and human-
itarian services. According 
to sources familiar with 
the meeting, the Christian 
leaders submitted a memo-
randum urging the govern-
ment to reconsider the Bill 
in its present form. 


