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RaJ asthan Moves to ‘()ne State,
One Election’ for Local Bodles

Bhajan Lal Cabinet Clears OBC Quota Roadmap and Sweeping Governance Reforms

B FAIR REPORT
JAIPUR

In one of the most politi-
cally consequential deci-
sions ahead of Rajasthan’s
next electoral cycle, the
Bhajan Lal Sharma-led
Cabinet on Friday ap-
proved the implementation
of the “One State, One
Election” framework for
Panchayati Raj Institu-
tions and Urban Local Bod-
ies, signalling the govern-
ment’s intent to synchro-
nise grassroots elections
while simultaneously pav-
ing the way for the imple-
mentation of OBC political
reservation in local gov-
ernance.

The decisions, taken at
a meeting chaired by
Chief Minister Bhajan
Lal Sharma, are expected
toreshape Rajasthan’s po-
litical landscape by align-
ing local electoral calen-
dars, accelerating the res-
ervation process, and in-
troducing a series of ad-
ministrative, labour and

\

INSURANCE COVER EXTENDED TILL
ACTUAL RETIREMENT DATE

The Cabinet also approved amendments to the Rajasthan
Government Employees Insurance Rules, 1998, address-
ing a long-standing anomaly affecting retiring government
employees. Previously, insurance policies matured on April
1 of the financial year in which an employee retired, leaving
them without insurance protection until their actual retire-
ment date. Under the revised rules, effective from April 1,
2026, state government employees will continue to receive
insurance coverage until the day they officially retire.

employee welfare reforms.
Addressing a press confer-
ence after the Cabinet
meeting, Deputy Chief
Minister Dr Prem Chand
Bairwa, Industries and
Commerce Minister Colo-
nel Rajyavardhan

CM Bhajan Lal Sharma Backs ‘Vocal
for Local’ With Handloom Purchase,
Urges Rajasthan to Empower Weavers

m FAIR REPORT

JAIPUR

Marking National Hand-
loom Day, Rajasthan Chief
Minister Bhajan Lal Shar-
ma visited the state-run
Handloom Store on
Jaipur’s MI Road on Thurs-
day, purchasing a range of
handloom products to rein-

ganer and Bagru—have
earned recognition in do-
mestic and international
markets for their crafts-
manship and distinctive
designs. “The products cre-
ated by our artisans em-
body years of skill, dedica-
tion and hard work. By
choosing locally made

Rathore, and Parliamen-
tary Affairs Minister Jog-
aram Patel outlined what
they described as a com-
prehensive governance
agenda aimed at adminis-
trative efficiency and in-
stitutional reform.

Government Pushes
‘One State, One
Election’ Model

The Cabinet resolved that
future elections to Pan-
chayati Raj Institutions and
Urban Local Bodies will

be conducted simultane-
ously under the “One State,
One Election” model. The
government argued that
staggered local elections
repeatedly trigger the Model
Code of Conduct, slowing
developmental works, delay-
ing administrative deci-
sions and increasing public
expenditure. Synchronising
elections, it said, would en-
sure uninterrupted govern-
ance, reduce logistical costs
and improve administrative
efficiency. The move fulfils
a key budget announcement
made by Chief Minister
Bhajan Lal Sharma for
2024-25 and mirrors the
broader national debate on
simultaneous elections, a re-
form that has been strongly
advocated by the BJP.

electoral constituency.

OBC Reservation Clears Major

Legal and Political Hurdle

In another significant political decision, the Cabinet
formally accepted the recommendations of the Ra-
jasthan State Other Backward Classes (Political Rep-
resentation) Commission, submitted to the govern-
ment on August 5. The approval clears the path for
incorporating OBC reservation alongside Scheduled
Castes and Scheduled Tribes in Urban Local Bodies
and Panchayati Raj institutions through amendments
to the relevant state laws. With the Cabinet’s approval,
the government will now initiate the lottery process
for reservation of seats, bringing Rajasthan closer

to holding long-awaited local body elections after
completing the constitutional requirements linked to
political reservation. The decision is expected to carry
considerable political significance, particularly in a
state where OBC communities constitute a decisive

New Labour Code: Scientific Wage
Formula, Twice-Yearly Revision

The Cabinet also approved the Code on Wages
(Rajasthan) Rules, 2026, introducing substantial
reforms in wage determination and labour regula-
tion. Under the new framework, minimum wages
will be fixed using a scientific formula based on skill
classification. Dearness Allowance (DA) will now be
linked to the Consumer Price Index and revised twice
every year—on April 1 and October 1—ensuring
wages keep pace with inflation. The rules prescribe
a 48-hour work week, with employees working six
days a week entitled to a paid weekly holiday.

Rahul Gandhi Targets Centre
Over E20 Fuel Push, Alleges ItIs
‘Damaging Vehicles’; Signals
Nationwide Campalgn

H FAIR REPORT
NEW DELHI

Escalating his attack on
the Narendra Modi-led
government, Leader of
the Opposition Rahul
Gandhi has turned his fo-
cus to the Centre’s E20
ethanol-blended fuel poli-
cy, alleging that it is harm-
ing cars and two-wheelers
while imposing an unfair
burden on consumers.

In a strongly worded
statement, Gandhi
claimed that the govern-
ment’s push for E20 fuel
amounted to an “E20
scam” and asserted that
the policy was adversely
affecting vehicle owners
across the country. He said
he would soon launch a
nationwide campaign to
challenge the rollout of
the fuel blend and raise
public awareness about its
alleged impact.

The remarks mark a
fresh line of political at-
tack by the Congress lead-
er after repeatedly target-
ing the government over
issues such as examina-
tion paper leaks, unem-
ployment and inflation.
By shifting the spotlight to
the E20 programme, Gan-

dhihas sought to question
the Centre’s flagship etha-
nol-blending initiative,
which the government
has projected as a key step
towards reducing crude
oil imports, lowering car-
bon emissions and sup-
porting India’s sugarcane-
based ethanol industry.
The government has
maintained that the
phased introduction of
E20 fuel follows extensive
technical evaluation and
that automobile manufac-
turers are progressively
producing vehicles com-
patible with higher etha-
nol blends. It has also ar-
gued that the ethanol pro-
gramme advances India’s
energy security and envi-
ronmental objectives.

Western States Push for Unified Policing

Strategy as DGPs Meet in Indore

B FAIR REPORT
JAIPUR

Strengthening inter-state
coordination to combat

(Western Region Police Coordinatior
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tion. A series of presenta-
tions highlighted innova-
tive approaches to crowd
management, dismantling

with seamless intelligence
sharing and coordinated
operational
would be critical in re-

strategies,

indore (M.P.)

force Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi’s call for pro-
moting indigenous goods
under the “Vocal for Local’
campaign. Describing the
handloom sector as the eco-
nomic backbone of mil-
lions of artisan families,
Sharma said the industry
represents not only India’s
rich cultural heritage but
also provides sustainable
livelihoods to weavers
across the country. He not-
ed that Rajasthan’s re-
nowned handloom clus-
ters—from Barmer to San-

goods, consumers honour
the labour of these crafts-
men while contributing
directly to their economic
well-being,” the Chief Min-
ister said. Appealing to
residents to make locally
produced goods a part of
their everyday lives, Shar-
ma said greater public par-
ticipation in the ‘Vocal for
Local’ movement would
strengthen small artisans,
weavers and traders, while
preserving Rajasthan’s tra-
ditional crafts and boost-
ing the state’s economy.

emerging security threats
took centre stage at the
13th Western Regional Po-
lice Coordination Commit-
tee meeting held at the
Brilliant Convention Cen-
tre in Indore, where Ra-
jasthan Director General
of Police Rajeev Kumar
Sharma joined senior po-
lice leadership from across
western India.

The high-level meeting,
attended by Madhya
Pradesh DGP Kailash
Makwana, Goa DGP Alok

T
Kumar, and senior police
officers from multiple
states, focused on evolving
a coordinated strategy to
address cybercrime, nar-
cotics trafficking, crowd
management during large
religious gatherings, and
the tracing of missing chil-
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dren through technology-

driven policing.
Representing Ra-
jasthan, DGP Sharma was
accompanied by Addition-
al Director General (Law
and Order) V.K. Singh, In-
spector General K.B. Van-
dana, and Chittorgarh Su-

gfers
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perintendent of Police
Dharmendra Singh. The
Rajasthan delegation
shared the state’s experi-
ence in cybercrime preven-
tion, technology-enabled
policing, crime control,
and strengthening inter-
state operational coordina-

cybercrime infrastructure,
integrating digital tools
into the criminal justice
system, and tackling the
growing narcotics menace.
Participating states ex-
changed best practices and
explored ways to institu-
tionalise successful polic-
ing models across jurisdic-
tions.

Addressing the gather-
ing, Sharma underscored
that the effective imple-
mentation of India’s new
criminal laws, coupled

sponding to increasingly
sophisticated and border-
less forms of crime.

The meeting concluded
with discussions on en-
hancing intelligence ex-
change, expanding tech-
nology-led policing, and
preparing a common road-
map to reinforce collabora-
tive law enforcement
across western India, re-
flecting a collective resolve
to build a more agile, inte-
grated, and future-ready
policing framework.
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Rajasthan Bets Big on Simultaneous Local Polls

Bhajan Lal Cabinet Clears ‘One State, One Election’, OBC
Quota, Labour Overhaul and 76,200-Crore Industrial Push

Synchronised grassroots elections, OBC political reservation, sweeping farm reforms, green energy expansion
and labour code changes mark one of the most ambitious governance packages of the BJP government

Hemraj Tikam
chand Tiwari

By Special Feature Desk

B FAIR REPORT
NEW DELHI

Jaipur: In what could
prove to be one of the most
far-reaching governance
and political reform pack-
ages since assuming office,
the Bhajan Lal Sharma-led
Rajasthan government on
Friday unveiled a series of
landmark Cabinet deci-
sions that seek to reshape
the state’s electoral archi-
tecture, rural economy, in-
dustrial landscape and la-
bour ecosystem.

At the heart of the Cabi-
net’s decisions is the adop-
tion of the “One State, One
Election” model for Pan-
chayati Raj Institutions and
Urban Local Bodies, a move
the government says will
ensure uninterrupted de-
velopment by eliminating
repeated disruptions
caused by staggered local
elections. The decision also
comes with another politi-
cally significant develop-
ment—the acceptance of
the Rajasthan State OBC
Commission’s recommen-
dations, clearing the path
for implementing Other
Backward Classes (OBC)
reservation in local body
elections.

The twin decisions are
expected to redefine Ra-
jasthan’s grassroots politi-
cal landscape, with the gov-
ernment set to initiate the
lottery process for reserva-

Agriculture Gets Massive Investment Push
The Cabinet approved the Rajasthan Agriculture and Food Processing Policy, 2026,
designed to transform the state’s agricultural economy through value addi ion, food
processing and rural entrepreneurship.The policy introduces capital subsidies of

up to 1.5 crore, encourages
investment in processing
units for fruits, vegetables,
cereals, pulses, spices,
dairy, livestock feed and

medicinal plants, and es- = w&u

tablishes a dedicated Shri -\ g /\ ’

Anna (Millets) Promotion

Agency to accelerate millet production and marketing. Farmer Producer Organisa-
tions, women entrepreneurs, Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes and enterprises
in Tribal Sub-Plan areas will receive additional financial incentives.

tion of seats before the next
round of Panchayat and
municipal elections.
Addressing a joint press
briefing after the Cabinet
meeting chaired by Chief
Minister Bhajan Lal Shar-
ma, Deputy Chief Minister
Dr Prem Chand Bairwa, In-
dustries and Commerce
Minister Colonel Rajya-
vardhan Rathore, and Par-
liamentary Affairs Minis-
ter Jogaram Patel described
the decisions as part of a
broader governance reform
agenda focused on adminis-
trative efficiency, rural
prosperity and sustainable
economic growth.

Political Reset
Through Simultaneous
Local Elections

The Cabinet formally ap-
proved synchronised elec-
tions for Panchayats and
Urban Local Bodies under
the One State, One Election
framework, arguing that
repeated enforcement of
the Model Code of Conduct
during staggered polls has
often slowed development
projects and administrative
decision-making. The pro-
posal fulfils a key budget
announcement made by the
Chief Minister and aligns
Rajasthan with the BJP’s
broader national advocacy
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Kanwariyas carrying holy water from the Ganga river for the annual
Kanwar Yatra during the holy month of Shravan in Haridwar

for simultaneous elections
across different tiers of gov-
ernment. Simultaneously,
the government accepted
the recommendations of
the Rajasthan State Other
Backward Classes (Political
Representation) Commis-
sion, received on August 5,
paving the way for statutory
OBC reservation alongside
Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes in local
self-government institu-
tions. The approval is likely
to have significant electoral
implications in a state
where OBC communities
constitute a major political
constituency.

Food Parks in Every District

To strengthen the agri-value chain, the Cabinet also
approved the Rajasthan Food Park Development Pol-
icy, 2026, envisioning world-class food parks across the
state through a cluster-based model. Each district will
eventually host integrated food parks equipped with
storage, cold chain, processing and logistics infra-
structure, connecting farmers directly with process-
ing industries and national markets Preference will
be given to developers associated with the Rising Ra-
jasthan Global Investment Summit 2024 or investors
willing to establish anchor food-processing units with
investments of at least 10 crore.

Labour Reforms Promise
Simplicity and Transparency

The government simultaneously cleared two major
labour reform frameworks. The Code on Wages (Ra-
jasthan) Rules, 2026 introduces a scientific wage de-
termination formula linked to skill levels while en-
suring that Dearness Allowance is revised twice
annually, on April 1 and October 1, based on inflation.
The rules prescribe a 48-hour work week, paid week-
ly holidays, mandatory overtime compensation, com-
pulsory salary slips and digital maintenance of em-
ployment records. Separately, the Rajasthan Indus-
trial Relations Rules, 2026 shift labour compliance
and industrial dispute resolution entirely to digital
platforms, introduce fixed timelines for dispute set-
tlement and make secret ballots mandatory for select-
ing negotiating trade unions. The government says
the reforms will simultaneously protect workers’
rights while improving Rajasthan’s ease of doing
business.

Green Growth at the Centre
of Development Agenda

The Cabinet approved the Tree Outside Forest Pol-
icy, expanding afforestation beyond notified forest
areas as part of the government’s Mission Hariyalo
Rajasthan, which targets the plantation of 50 crore
saplings over five years. Renewable energy developers
will now be required to reserve 10% of allotted land
exclusively for plantation, while amendments to the
Rajasthan Integrated Clean Energy Policy, 2024 pro-
vide fresh incentives for battery storage projects and
reduce power evacuation timelines from three years
to two. Rajasthan also reiterated its ambition to in-
crease renewable energy generation from over 49 GW
currently to 125 GW by 2030. The Cabinet additionally
approved land allotments for 922 MW of new solar
power projects in Bikaner and Jaisalmer.

Employee Welfare and Rural Employment

In a major relief for government employees, amend-
ments to the Rajasthan Government Employees Insur-
ance Rules, 1998 will now ensure uninterrupted insur-
ance coverage until an employee’s actual retirement
date, correcting an anomaly under the previous system.
The Cabinet also approved the Viksit Bharat-Guarantee
for Employment and Livelihood Mission (Rural), guar-
anteeing 125 days of employment annually while focus-
ing on water conservation, infrastructure development,
disaster management and greater participation of
women and vulnerable communities.

Industrial Investments Gather Momentum

The government approved industrial land allot-
ments for major cement investments, including 254
hectares for Star Cement North East Litd in Jaisalmer
for a proposed 6,200-crore project, besides land alloca-
tion for UltraTech Cement Ltd. The Cabinet also en-
hanced compensation for the relocation of 198 salt
mines in Pachpadra, Balotra, increasing disturbance
charges from 7.85 crore to 9.81 crore.

Administrative Outreach During Monsoon

Reviewing the ongoing monsoon situation, the Coun-
cil of Ministers directed all ministers to visit their
assigned districts to monitor drinking water, electric-
ity, roads, healthcare, disaster management and the
availability of fertilisers and certified seeds to farm-
ers, ensuring uninterrupted public services during
the rainy season. With electoral reforms, OBC politi-
cal representation, agricultural modernisation, la-
bour restructuring, renewable energy expansion and
industrial investment all being advanced simultane-
ously, the Bhajan Lal government has unveiled one of
its most comprehensive policy packages yet—one that
carries significant political implications while pro-
jecting an agenda centred on governance efficiency,
rural transformation and long-term economic growth.

Karnataka Govt committed

FAIR REPORT
M Bengaluru

Karnataka Chief Minister
DK Shivakumar on Friday
said his Government was
committed to implement-
ing its socio-economic
survey to ensure social
justice for all sections of
society and called for a
caste census to provide
equal opportunities.
Inaugurating the 11th
National Convention of the
National OBC Federation at
Jnanajyothi Auditorium
here, Shivakumar said his
Government had conduct-
ed a socio-economic survey.
The Congress was com-
mitted to the principle of
“equal share and equal
opportunity” and asserted
that a caste census was nec-
essary to reduce disparities

CM DK Shivakumar felicitates newly-elected State MLC AV Gayathri
Shantegowda during the latter's swearing-in ceremony PTI

among communities.

The socio-educational
survey was taken up by the
previous Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah. The nine-
member panel was headed
by former Advocate General
Madhusudan R Naik, who
submitted his report to the

state Government on May
27, 2026.

The report aims to iden-
tify the backward commu-
nities, their size, problems
and ways to elevate their
socio-educational status.
“We are moving forward on
the principle of equal share

and equal opportunity for
all. Discussions on equality
were held even during
British rule. Therefore, a
caste census was conduct-
ed around 1931.

Through it, equal oppor-
tunities must be provided to
all sections of society,”
Shivakumar said.

He undelined that the
Congress leadership is com-
mitted to conducting a
caste census.

The chief minister said
backward classes accounted
for 52 per cent of the
country’s population and
claimed that Congress
Governments had histori-
cally worked to protect the
interests of all sections.
Reservations for OBCs were
provided during the reign of
Nalwadi Krishnaraja Wadiyar
itself, he pointed out.

, ¥ to caste census: Shivakumar

Wrong-side driving cases
up by 113% in Delhl

FAIR REPORT
M New Delhi

Enforcement against wrong-
side driving has increased
by 113 per cent, with 2,321 FIRs
registered, Delhi Lieutenant
Governor (LG) TS Sandhu
shared on X on Friday. He
noted that this is part of an
intensified drive to check
traffic violations, including
unauthorised parking.

The LG assessed traffic
management and enforce-
ment across Delhi in a
meeting with the Delhi Police
Commissioner and other offi-
cers, considering the ongoing
monsoon season, Kanwar
Yatra and Independence Day
arrangements.

Highlighting encouraging
progress this season, Sandhu
said waterlogging hotspots
fell sharply to 65 from 169,
while Project Sangam

strengthened citizen partici-
pation to boost local traffic
management.

During the meeting, the LG
emphasised that visible polic-
ing and active community
participation are critical to
tackling congestion, viola-
tions, and encroachments.

He said safe, disciplined,
and seamless mobility direct-
ly impacts the quality of life
of every citizen. He said
there will be zero compro-
mise in ensuring efficient
traffic management across
the Capital.

Manoj Dwivedi takes charge as NDMC chairperson

FAIR REPORT
M New Delhi

Manoj Kumar Dwivedi, a 1997
batch IAS officer of the
AGMUT cadre, assumed
charge as Chairperson of the
New Delhi Municipal Council
on Friday. Dwivedi succeed-
ed Keshav Chandra, who has
been appointed Secretary in
the Ministry of Coal,
Government of India.
Shortly after taking charge,

Dwivedi held an interactive
meeting with all Heads of
Departments and senior offi-
cers of NDMC, taking stock of
the council’s ongoing activities,
key initiatives, and priority
areas. He emphasised the need
for coordinated efforts, efficient
service delivery, and a citizen-
centric approach to strength-
en civic amenities and public
services in the NDMC area.
Keshav Chandra had led
NDMC from November2024 to

July 2026, during which the
council undertook initiatives in
urban governance, publicinfra-
structure, sanitation, digital
transformation, and citizen-
centric service delivery.

Prior to his NDMC appoint-
ment, Dwivedi served as
Additional Secretary in the
Department of Personnel and
Training and earlier as
Additional Secretary in the
Department of Commerce
under the Ministry of

Commerce and Industry.
Born on July 9, 1972,
Dwivedi holds a Bachelor of
Technology in Chemical
Engineering from IIT Delhi. He
is also the author of a book
titled Decode Life, described
as a guide to deciphering the
code of life and unlocking
individual potential.His
administrative career spans
nearly three decades, pri-
marily in the erstwhile
Jammu and Kashmir cadre.

Nipah survivor discharged after

two months of treatment INn Keraa

FAIR REPORT M Thiruvananthapuram

A 43-year-old man, who was critically ill after
contracting the Nipah virus, was discharged
from the Government Medical College
Hospital in Kozhikode on Friday after making
a full recovery, Kerala Health Minister K
Muraleedharan said.

The Farook native, who had been on ven-
tilator support for nearly one-and-a-half
months, walked out of the hospital without
assistance and had regained normal cogni-
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= States Focus = Punjab DNT delegation seeks certificates
' ' welfaresupport from Union Minister

VP RADHAKRISHNAN ON 2-DAY
ANDAMAN VISIT FROM AUGUST 8

Vice President CP Radhakrishnan will be on a two-day
visit to the Andaman and Nicobar Islands from August 8,
an official statement said on Friday.

On day one of his two-day tour, he will visit the Cellular
Jail National Memorial at Sri Vijay Puram, where he will
pay tributes at the Martyrs' Column, offer respects at the
Swatantrata Jyoti and visit Veer Savarkar’s Cell, the
statement said.

On August 9, the vice president will participate in the
‘Har Ghar Tiranga Abhiyaan’ by hoisting the national flag
at Flag Point in Sri Vijay Puram. (PNS)
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HARYANA WORKING TO PROTECT
ARAVALLIS: BHUPENDER YADAV

Haryana is actively working on the Centre’s
recommendations to protect the Aravallis and prevent air
pollution, Union Environment Minister Bhupender Yadav
said on Friday. The minister also pointed out that the state
Government was making efforts to transform Gurugram
into not just a millennium city but also a green city.

Yadav made these comments during his address at an
event to mark Haryana's 77th Van Mahotsav, organised in
Manesar. Chief Minister Nayab Singh Saini and State
Minister for Environment and Forests Rao Narbir Singh
were also at the event. The Union Environment minister
highlighted that he had reviewed the air quality situation
in Haryana a few days ago, and was happy to note that
the state Government took cognisance of his

recommendations and carried them forward.

(PNS)

FAIR REPORT
M New Delhi

A delegation of leaders from
Punjab’s De-notified Tribes
(DNT), led by Rajya Sabha MP
Satnam Singh Sandhu, met
Union Minister for Social
Justice and Empowerment
DrVirendra Kumar at the Dr
Ambedkar International
Centre, New Delhi, to high-
light long-pending issues
concerning the identity,
rights and socio-economic
development of DNT
communities in the State.
The delegation submit-
ted a memorandum seeking
the issuance of DNT certifi-
cates to eligible communi-
ties, stating that the absence
of formal identity docu-
ments has prevented many
families from accessing
Government welfare
schemes. Representatives
of communities including
Bazigar, Sansi, Bawaria, Nat,
0d, Marasi, Rai Sikh and
Sikligar Sikh urged the
Centre to ensure recogni-

Rajya Sabha MP Satnam
Singh Sandhu

1 DR. VIRENDRA KUMAR 7
Union Minister for Social Justice and
Empowerment Dr Virendra Kumar

tion, educational opportuni-
ties, scholarships, skill
development, employment
and self-employment for
DNT families.

The meeting also focused
on expanding access to the

Centre’s Scheme for
Economic Empowerment of
DNTs (SEED), including
coaching for competitive
examinations, healthcare,
housing and livelihood
support. Community repre-

sentatives stressed the need
to connect DNT youth with
opportunities for UPSC, State
Civil Services, SSC, Railway,
Banking, IIT-JEE and NEET
preparation.

Union Minister Dr
Virendra Kumar assured the
delegation that the Ministry
would make positive efforts
to address the concerns of
Punjab’s DNT communities
and ensure that eligible fam-
ilies receive the benefits of
Central welfare schemes.

Speaking after the
meeting, MP Satnam Singh
Sandhu said, “Over the last
12 years under Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
leadership, social justice has
gone beyond welfare to
include identity, participa-
tion and dignity.

Punjab’s DNT communi-
ties deserve equal rights,
opportunities and access to
education, employment and
Government schemes so
they can become equal part-
ners in the journey towards
a Viksit Bharat.”
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PM Modi to address IIT Delhi
convocation, launch Param Pragya

"9

FAIR REPORT
M New Delhi

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will on Saturday
address the 57th convoca-
tion ceremony of the Indian
Institute of Technology,
Delhi. Over 3,000 graduat-
ing students, including 587
PhD scholars, will be con-
ferred their degrees during
the ceremony.
Recognising outstanding
academic excellence, the
prime minister will present
the institute’s most presti-
gious honours, including
the President’s Gold Medal,
Director’s Gold Medal,
Shankar Dayal Sharma Gold

™

Medal, and Perfect Ten Gold
Medals to meritorious stu-
dents, an official statement
said on Friday.

Emphasising India’s com-
mitment to advancing
cutting-edge research and
artificial intelligence, Modi
will inaugurate Param
Pragya, an Al-powered high-
performance supercomput-
ing facility established at
the Sonipat Campus of
IIT Delhi.

The state-of-the-art facil-
ity is expected to significant-
ly enhance the institute’s
capabilities in Al, data
science, advanced comput-
ing and interdisciplinary
research.

President, PM back handl 00M Sector, push e-commerce to expand global reach

FAIR REPORT
M New Delhi

The country’s handloom sector
offers significant employment
opportunities, and the reach of
these products in global markets
can be expanded through e-com-
President
Droupadi Murmu said on Friday.
Speaking at the 12th National
Handloom Day celebrations here,
she said about 35 lakh people are
engaged in the sector and out of
that over 25 lakh are women. She
also exuded confidence that the
sector will become a strong foun-
dation for the country’s inclusive

merce platforms,

development.

The reach of India’s handloom
products to global markets can be
further strengthened through e-
commerce platforms, the President

Delhi on Friday

President Droupad|Murmu along with Minister of Textiles Giriraj Smgh and others during the
12th National Handloom Day celebrations at Rashtrapati Bhavan Cultural Centre in New

which he termed an “important
pillar of rural empowerment,
women-led development and ful-
filling the dream of an
Atmanirbhar Bharat”.

Conveying greetings on the
National Handloom Day, PM Modi
said India celebrates its rich and
vibrant handloom heritage and
also salutes the skill, creativity
and dedication of the country’s
weavers and artisans. He said they
have preserved and enriched the
traditions for generations.

“Our Government will keep sup-
porting the handloom sector,
which is an important pillar of rural

pT empowerment, women-led devel-

said. She also conferred the pres-
tigious Sant Kabir Handloom
Awards and National Handloom
Awards 2025 at the Rashtrapati

Bhavan Cultural Centre.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
said his Government will keep
supporting the handloom sector,

opment and fulfilling the dream of
an Atmanirbhar Bharat,” he said in
a post on social media.

The prime minister also
appealed to people to share their

favourite handloom products and
GRWM (Great Ready With Me)
videos using the hashtag
“#NationalHandloomDay”, and
said it will encourage those asso-
ciated with the sector.

The National Handloom Day is
celebrated annually on August 7.
It commemorates the ‘h of
the Swadeshi Movement in 1905,
which promoted indigenous
goods and encouraged
self-reliance.

On Thursday night, through an
Instagram video, PM Modi
appealed to everyone to buy hand-
loom and make videos of hand-
loom products for attracting
people across the globe towards
such materials. He also said that
the celebration of the Handloom
Day means a helping hand to the
weavers and small traders.

congress issues whip for MPs to
ensure presence |n Parllament

FAIR REPORT
M New Delhi

The Congress on Friday
issued a whip to its MPs in
the Rajya Sabha and the Lok
Sabha, asking them to be
present in their respective
Houses on August 10, 11 and
12 as “very important” issues
will be taken up for discus-
sion. The Congress has also
conveyed to all INDIA bloc
allies to ensure that their MPs
remain present on the three
days, sources said.

The issuance of the whip
comes amid reports that
the contentious Foreign
Contribution (Regulation)
Amendment Bill, 2026, will
be taken up for discussion
and passage in Parliament
next week.

There is also talk of the
Constitution Amendment Bill
involving delimitation being
considered by  the
Government. In his three-line
whip, chief whip of the
Congress in the Rajya Sabha
Jairam Ramesh said, “Very

importantissues will be taken
up fordiscussion in the Rajya
Sabha on Monday, Tuesday &
Wednesday ie 10th, 11th and
12th August, 2026.”

“All Members of Congress
Party in the Rajya Sabha are
requested to kindly remain
present in the House from
11:00 am onwards till the
adjournment of the House on
Monday, Tuesday &
Wednesday ie 10th, 11th & 12th
August, 2026 without fail and
support the party stand. This
may be treated as most
important,” Ramesh said. An
identical whip was issued in

the Lok Sabha by the
Congress’ chief whip K Suresh
to the party members.

While mentioning the
tentative Government busi-
ness for the next week,
Minister of State for
Parliamentary Affairs Arjun
Ram Meghwal made no
mention of the FCRA Bill
and the Constitution amend-
ment bill to implement
women’s reservation and
delimitation. The FCRA Bill
requires a simple majority,
but the Constitution amend-
ment bill requires a two-
thirds majority.

Opposition can’t dictate who respondS° Rijiju on Shah demand amid NEET row

FAIR REPORT
B New Delhi

Amid a demand from the Congress
and other parties that Home Minister
Amit Shah should answer questions
on the recent police action on protest-
ing students here, Parliamentary
Affairs Minister Kiren Rijiju on Friday
asserted in the Lok Sabha that the
opposition cannot dictate which
minister will come to the House and
respond.

As the House proceedings were dis-
rupted again, Rijiju also said that Shah
comes to Parliament every day and
stays till late night. Shah is a man
whose name sends shivers down the
spine of extremists and terrorists, he
said amid thumping of desks by
members of the treasury benches.

“The day discussion begins here (in
Lok Sabha) and when Amit Shah
responds, you (opposition) won’t be
able to hear (digest),” Rijiju told the
protesting members.

According to the procedure, the
minister who has listed business
has to come to the House. “You
cannot dictate which minister will
come to the House and who will
respond. That is decided by the
Government and the Chair,” the
parliamentary affairs minister said.

Union Parliamentary Affairs Minister Kiren Riji-ju speaking in the Rajya Sabha during the
Monsoon session of Parliament in New Delhi on Friday PTI

The opposition has been demand-
ing a response from Shah on the
police crackdown on students, who
were protesting against the NEET
paper leak in the national capital
last month.

As a result of the protests on this
issue and other matters, the Monsoon
session, which commenced on July
20, has witnessed continuous
disruptions. Rijiju also told the
opposition members to stop
disrupting the proceedings.

Chairman CP Radhakrishnan had

on Thursday asked Rijiju to “echo the
sentiments” of the opposition to the
home minister as the opposition
members continued with their
demand for a response from Shah.
Amid the din on Friday, the House
was adjourned to meet on Monday.
During the Zero Hour, which went on
for nearly 16 minutes, the House
passed the Micro, Small and Medium
Enterprises Development (MSME)
(Amendment) Bill, 2026 without
debate. Besides, papers were listed as
well as reports of various parlia-

mentary committees were tabled.

Speaking to reporters in the
Parliament House complex, Rijiju
said Parliament continues to function
despite repeated disruptions by the
opposition.

“We have transacted business and
passed the MSME Bill in the Lok
Sabha. Business is continuing.
Discussions have been fewer because
the Congress and opposition parties
disrupted proceedings by raising
slogans.

“But business has been transacted
and all NDA members in the Rajya
Sabha participated in the debate
and presented their views. There
should be no confusion that the
House has not functioned,”
he said.

Rijiju added that the House has
functioned and bills have been
passed. Only the discussions have
been fewer because of the disrup-
tions,” he told reporters.

The minister clarified that there is
no question of a special session
while Parliament is already in session.
“There is no proposal for a special
session. The Monsoon session is cur-
rently underway. How can we talk
about a special session while the
current session is still in progress?”
he said.

Jairam Ramesh hits back at
Stharaman on taxatl on hill

FAIR REPORT
M New Delhi

Congress leader Jairam
Ramesh on Friday hit back
at Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman after she
accused him of spreading
“canards” over the Taxation
and Other Laws
(Amendment) Bill, and said
Government assurances or
tweets are no substitute for
statutory safeguards.

In a long post on X,
Ramesh said the finance
minister’s response to his
“so-called canards” hinges
on five “dubious claims”.

He said the claim that
Merchant Discount Rate
(MDR) applies only to mer-
chants and not to customers
is misleading.

“MDR is charged to mer-
chants but it is inevitable
that they pass transaction
costs on to consumers
through higher prices or dif-
ferential pricing — just as
they do with credit and
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debit card payments.
Moreover, ‘merchants’
include medium and small
businesses, kirana stores,
and even street vendors,
the very backbone of UPI
adoption,” the Congress
general secretary in-charge
communications.

On the claim that it will
support banks and fintechs
to invest more in infrastruc-
ture, innovation, and secu-
rity, Ramesh said UPI was
built as a public digital good,
and the Government has a
responsibility to protect it.

CBI busts cross-border tech- support and crypto extortion racket

FAIR REPORT
M New Delhi

During an overnight opera-
tion between August 5 and 6,
2026, the Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) busted an
international group running
fake call centres and offices in
Punjab and Delhi. This group
targeted Americans with tech-
support scams and cryptocur-
rency extortion. Four
people were arrested, includ-
ing the suspected leader
Sourabh Rana and his associ-
ates Indermohan Singh,
Harneet Singh, and
Jappandeep Singh.

CBI teams searched 10
places, including a fake call
centre in Mohali linked to
the main suspect. They found
over 20 mobile phones, 15
laptops and tablets, several
hard drives, pen drives,
memory cards, a lot of cash,
incriminating documents,
and cryptocurrency wallets.
The agency said the group
was highly organised and
sent money out of the United
States using several crypto
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wallets before laundering it
with contacts in Delhi.

The group used digital
tricks and psychological pres-
sure. They sent pop-up alerts
to victims’ computers with
fake Microsoft toll-free
numbers. When people
called, they reached the
group’s fake centres. The
operators pretended to be
from Microsoft, banks, or law
enforcement. They told
victims their computers were
at risk and needed urgent
repair, then took payments

for these fake services.
Sometimes, the scammers
made even more serious false
claims, such as accusing
victims of having child
pornography on their com-
puters. Victims were told that
illegal material had been
planted or that their person-
al and banking data was at
risk. Under this pressure, they
were forced to pay ransom in
cryptocurrency, often using
Bitcoin ATMs. The money was
quickly moved through
several wallets to hide the

trail and send it out of the
United States.

Some cases show how
much victims lost. In 2022, a
woman in Florida was told
her personal and financial
information had been stolen
and that illegal material was
on her computer. She sent
about USD 440,000 through
aBitcoin ATM, and the money
went to wallets linked to the
suspects. In 2023, a New Jersey
resident paid about USD
130,000 after being told her
banking details were at risk.

The CBI has found more
victims in the United States
and is still tracking everyone
involved.

This operation shows that
Indian cyber-fraud networks
have changed and now focus
on tricking people in
Western countries from a
distance. Fake Microsoft pop-
ups take advantage of
people’s trust in well-known
brands, and threats about
child pornography create
fear and urgency. Using cryp-
tocurrency and ATM deposits
makes it harder to track and
recover the money.
Laundering money through
contacts in Delhi also helps
hide where the crime started.

Investigators are now
looking at digital evidence
from the seized devices,
such as scripts, victim lists,
wallet addresses, and com-
munication records, to learn
more about how the
network worked and who
else was involved. Modern
cybercrime crosses borders:
the technical setup and call
centres were in India, most

victims were in the United
States, and the stolen money
moved quickly between
countries.

While arresting Rana and
his three associates is a big
step, the CBI says the inves-
tigation is still ongoing.
Finding the crypto wallets
and tracking how the
money was laundered will
help determine the total
amount stolen and identify
anyone else involved.

For Americans, this case is
a strong warning that pop-
ups, surprise support calls,
and demands for cryptocur-
rency, especially with threats
of criminal charges, are clear
signs of organised fraud.

The raids in Punjab and
Delhi show how far these
groups can reach and that
Indian investigators can
target their main operations.
As digital evidence is
reviewed and Indian agen-
cies work with US authorities,
the case should reveal more
about how tech-supportand
crypto-extortion scams have
grown in recent years.
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Sainik School’s 66th Foundation Day celebrated with great enthusiasm, cadets honoured

Athletic track inaugurated, scholarships given to outstanding cadets; Lieutenant General Padam Singh Shekhawat said — Character and service to the nation are the identity of Sainik School

B FAIR REPORT
CHITTORGARH

Sainik School Chittorgarh
celebrated its 66th Founda-
tion Day with great enthu-
siasm on Friday at the
Shankar Menon Auditori-
um. The chief guest of the
programme was senior In-
dian Army officer of the
South Western Command,
Lieutenant General Padam
Singh Shekhawat. On his
arrival at the school, he
was welcomed by Principal
Colonel Anil Dev Singh
Jasrotia, Vice Principal
Lieutenant Colonel Isha

Thakral and Administra-
tive Officer Major C. S.
Sreekumar. The cadets
gave him a Guard of Hon-
our. The chief guest paid
tribute to the martyrs at
Smritika. The programme
began with the lighting of
the lamp. The cadets pre-
sented cultural pro-
grammes based on folk
songs. The school docu-
mentary was shown and
Art teacher Kirtibala gave
a live painting perfor-
mance. The Principal pre-
sented the annual report
and gave information

about the development
works being carried out at
the school. The chief guest
digitally released the
school’s annual magazine.
Cadets who performed well

o Q‘ﬁ'?- ,..1"‘_. o
in the academic year 2025-
26 were honoured. Under
the scholarship given by
former students, Vipul
Sharma and Himanshu
Bairwa, who secured first

position in Classes 10 and
12, received Rs 11,000 each.
Ritika Meena and Naveen
Kumar, who secured sec-
ond position, received Rs
7,500 each, while Shaurya

Jaipur, Saturday, 8 August 2026
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Singh and Rohit Shingha,
who secured third position,
received Rs 5,000 each. Sev-
en cadets who performed
excellently in different

sports and Cadet Yugdar-

shan Singh Hada for suc-
cessfully writing and pub-
lishing five books were also
honoured. Lieutenant Gen-
eral Shekhawat said that
for more than six decades,
Sainik School has played
an important role in mak-
ing young people disci-
plined, confident, responsi-
ble and people of good
character. He said that the
identity of an institution is
not its buildings, but the
people prepared to serve
the nation. The school’s
former students have made
important contributions in

military service, adminis-
tration, diplomacy, educa-
tion and other fields. The
chief guest inaugurated
the athletic track built with
the support of ICICI Bank.
He also visited the Art and
Craft and Science Exhibi-
tion organised by the ca-
dets. Badal House received
the Best Academic Trophy
and Sanga House received
the trophy for excellence in
co-curricular activities.
Military officers, former
teachers, school staff and
former students were pre-
sent at the programme.

No politics, focus on advocates’

interests: Sreemali honoured after
becoming BCR member for the 5th time

Welcomed with drums
and fireworks;
discussion on
advocates’ rights,
social and economic
security and welfare
schemes; Sreemali
said - issues of
advocates will be
raised on priority at
BCR-BCI

H FAIR REPORT
CHITTORGARH

Senior advocate and Co-
Chairman of the Bar Coun-
cil of India, Suresh Chan-
dra Sreemali, who was
elected as a member of the
Bar Council of Rajasthan
for the fifth consecutive
time, was given a grand wel-
come by the District Advo-

cates’ Institution on his first
visit to Chittorgarh after
the election. At the main
gate of the new court com-
plex, advocates welcomed
Sreemali with drums and

fireworks. District Advo-
cates’ Institution President
Naresh Sharma, Vice Presi-
dent Chandni Beragi, Secre-
tary Lokendra Singh
Ranawat, Treasurer Kam-

lesh Sukhwal, Joint Secre-
tary Vishal Singh Bhatiand
Library In-charge Rohit
Khatik, along with other ad-
vocates, welcomed Sreema-
li. He was then taken re-

Congress Reshuffles UP Team: Pilot Loyalist
Dheeraj Gurjar Out, Gehlot Camp’s Jangid Steps In

H FAIR REPORT
CHITTORGARHI

Inamove that has once again
turned the spotlight on the
enduring Pilot-Gehlot fault
line within the Rajasthan
Congress, the party has re-
moved Dheeraj Gurjar — a
leader widely seen as close to
Sachin Pilot — from his post
as AICC secretary and co-in-
charge for Uttar Pradesh, re-
placing him with former Sad-
ulshahar MLLA Jagdish Chan-
draJangid, aleader identified
with the camp of former
Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot.
The Congress high command

has overhauled its entire
team of AICC secretaries at-
tached to the party’s General
Secretary in charge of Uttar
Pradesh, dropping six senior
functionaries — Nilanshu
Chaturvedi, Pradeep Narwal,
Rajesh Tiwari, Satyanarayan
Patel, Taugeer Alam, and
Gurjar — ahead of key or-
ganisational activities in the
poll-bound state. In their
place, the party has brought
inJangid alongside Abhishek
Dutt, Kunal Chaudhary, San-
jeev Arya, Varun Chaudhary;
and Abdul Mannan.

Of the six outgoing secre-

taries, Gurjar alone repre-
sented Rajasthan — and tell-
ingly, his successor Jangid
hails from the same state, in-
dicating that while the Ra-
jasthan Congress’s presence
in the UP unit has been pre-
served, the individual en-
trusted with that responsibil-
ity has changed hands, in
what many within the party
read as a subtle but deliberate
shift infactional balance. Gur-
jar’s exit brings the curtain
down on a near seven-year
run in UP politics. First ap-
pointed AICC Secretary in
2019 during Rahul Gandhi’s

tenure as Congress president,
he began by working along-
side Jyotiraditya Scindia,
then general secretary in
charge of western Uttar
Pradesh, before being at-
tached to Priyanka Gandhi
— aposting he retained even
after Mallikarjun Kharge
took over as party president,
and one that continued into
2024. A former Congress MLA
from Jahazpur in Bhilwara
district, Gurjar cut his politi-
cal teeth in the NSUI and
Youth Congress before gradu-
ating into mainstream state
and national politics.

spectfully to the programme
venue. A large number of
advocates attended the pro-
gramme and congratulated
Sreemali on being elected as
amember of the Bar Coun-
cil of Rajasthan for the fifth
consecutive time. Institu-
tion President Naresh Shar-
ma and the executive com-
mittee honoured him by
presenting a felicitation let-
ter and amemento. The pro-
gramme was conducted by
former Institution Presi-
dent Om Prakash Sharma.
During the felicitation pro-
gramme, detailed discus-
sions were held on the
rights of advocates, social
and economic security and
various problems related to
the legal profession.

Rajasthan Cabinet
Clears Sweeping
Agriculture, Food
Processing and Green
Growth Reforms;
Millets Agency, Food
Parks and 71.5 Crore
Subsidy Announced
Jaipur: In a major policy
push aimed at transforming
Rajasthan into a leading ag-
ri-processing and green
economy hub, the Bhajan
Lal Sharma-led Cabinet on
Friday approved the Ra-
jasthan Agriculture and
Food Processing Policy, 2026,
unveiling a comprehensive
roadmap to strengthen value
addition, boost farmers’ in-
comes, attract private invest-
ment and generate rural
employment.

Mop left in stomach during C-section, FIR registered after
3 months; woman'’s condition worsened due to infection

Operation was done
on May 2, mop
removed from
stomach during
operation in
Ahmedabad on June
27; case registered
against doctors on
August 7 after
Medical Board report

B FAIR REPORT
CHITTORGARHI

The mop used during the
C-section operation was
allegedly left inside the
woman’s stomach, which
caused infection for near-
ly two months. As her
condition worsened, she
had to be taken to
Ahmedabad for treat-
ment. The operation was
done at Daksh Hospital in
Kumbhanagar on May 2.
After the operation, the
woman’s health contin-
ued to worsen. On June
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27, an operation was done
at Zydus Hospital in
Ahmedabad and the cot-
ton mop was removed
from her stomach. Now,
after nearly three months
of the incident, Sadar Po-
lice have registered an
FIR against Daksh Hospi-
tal doctors Pratibha San-
adhya, Arvind Sanadhya,
Chinmay Sanadhya and
other medical staff. The
case was registered on
the complaint of Lokesh,
son of Edal Singh Choud-
hary, aresident of Pratap

Claim of 715 lakh spent on treatment
In the complaint, Lokesh said that around 15 lakh has been spent on his wife’s
treatment so far. It was also mentioned in the complaint that due to the long treat-
ment, the newborn baby could not get breast milk from the mother. According to the
police, the complaint was submitted at the office of the Superintendent of Police. As
the matter was related to medical negligence, a Medical Board was formed through
the Chief Medical Officer, General Hospital, Chittorgarh, and its report was obtained.
After this, Sadar Police registered an FIR on August 7 and started the investigation.

Nagar. Lokesh had com-
plained to the Superin-
tendent of Police, alleg-
ing medical negligence in
the C-section operation
of his wife Jaya Choud-
hary. According to police
records, Jaya was taken
to Daksh Hospital on May
2 during her pregnancy.
On the advice of the doc-
tor, a C-section operation
was done on the same day
and she was discharged
from the hospital on May
6. After about 10 days,
Jaya’s health started get-

ting worse. She had stom-
ach pain and fever,
stopped eating and drink-
ing, and started suffering
from vomiting and dizzi-
ness. On May 19, during a
check-up at Birla Hospi-
tal, it was found that there
was swelling in the liver
and infection had spread
in the body. As her condi-
tion did not improve, Jaya
was admitted to Zydus
Hospital in Ahmedabad
on June 24. During the ex-
amination there, a cotton
mop was found inside her

stomach and fluid had col-
lected around it. Accord-
ing to the complaint, the
large intestine had also
ruptured due to the infec-
tion. On June 27, an op-
eration was done and the
mop was removed from
her stomach. The com-
plainant alleged that the
mop was left inside her
stomach during the C-
section operation on May
2, due to which the infec-
tion continued to spread
and her internal organs
were affected.

Demand to start commercial flights
from Hamirgarh Airport, focus on

international fl

MP C.P. Joshi met
Union Civil Aviation
Minister; said -
development of
Hamirgarh airstrip
will directly benefit
Bhilwara, Chittorgarh
and nearby districts

H FAIR REPORT
CHITTORGARH

Chittorgarh MP C.P. Joshi
met Union Civil Aviation
Minister Kinjarapu Ram
Mohan Naidu and raised
two important demands to
improve air connectivity
in southern Rajasthan.
The MP requested to de-
velop Hamirgarh airstrip
in Bhilwara district and
start regular commercial
flights from there. He also
requested to start regular
international flights from
Maharana Pratap Airport
in Udaipur to Gulf coun-
tries and other major in-

Rajasthan Sets
Expenditure Ceiling
for Urban Civic Polls;
Bans Camel Carts,
Loudspeakers on
Campaign Trail
Jaipur: Ahead of the up-
coming urban local body
elections in Rajasthan,
the State Election Com-
mission has issued a de-
tailed set of guidelines
capping campaign ex-
penditure and restricting
the mode of transport
candidates can use — a
move aimed at reining in
excess spending and en-
suringalevel playingfield
across municipal corpo-
rations, councils, and mu-
nicipalities. According to
the new rules, candidates
contesting for the post of
corporator ina Municipal
Corporation area can
spend up to 3.50 lakh on
their campaign. The ceil-
ing stands lower for other
categories— 2.501akh for
those contesting Munici-
pal Council member
seats, and 1.50 lakh for
candidates in the Munici-
pality category. Vehicle
usage, too, has been tight-
ly regulated. Corporator
candidates in Municipal
Corporation limits are
permitted a maximum of
three vehicles for cam-
paigning, while those con-
testing in Municipal
Council areas can use two,
and Municipality candi-
dates arerestricted to just
one. In a rule that harks
back to the state’s rural-
urban divide, the Com-
mission has explicitly
barred the use of camel
carts, bullock carts, and
horse-drawn tangas in
campaigns — a practice
not uncommon in Ra-
jasthan’s smaller towns
and semi-urban belts.
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ternational destinations.
BJP District Media In-
charge Manoj Pareek said
that MP Joshi said that a
new terminal building has
been completed in
Udaipur at a cost of about
Rs 887 crore. He requested
that international flights
from Udaipur should also
be started at the time of
inauguration of the new
terminal building. He said
that Udaipur is a famous
tourist and wedding desti-
nation. A large number of
Indian and foreign tour-

ights from Udaipur

ists visit the city every
year. Thousands of people
from southern Rajasthan
are connected with jobs
and business in Gulf
countries and other coun-
tries. Direct international
air connectivity will save
time and also help tour-
ism, business and the
economy of the region.
The MP said that impor-
tant districts like Chittor-
garh and Bhilwara are
still without regular com-
mercial air services. Chit-
torgarh has the world-fa-
mous Chittorgarh Fort
and many historical and
religious places, while
Bhilwara is a major tex-
tile hub of the country.
Despite this, the region
does not have a commer-
cial airport. He said that
Hamirgarh airstrip is
currently being used only
as an airstrip.

‘Laws Alone Won't Fix Social
Media’: Mohan Bhagwat Flags
Digital Risks for Gen Z, Calls for

Responsible Online Culture

H FAIR REPORT
NEW DELHI

Raising concerns over the
growing influence of social
media on younger genera-
tions, RSS chief Mohan
Bhagwat called for greater
digital responsibility
among Gen Z and Gen Al-
pha, arguing that laws and
regulations alone cannot
address the challenges
posed by the online ecosys-
tem without a correspond-
ing change in societal be-
haviour.

Speaking at a public
event, Bhagwat said the
rapid expansion of digital
platforms has profoundly
shaped the thinking and
habits of young people,
making responsible online
conduct an urgent social
priority. He stressed that
while governments can
frame rules and enact laws
to regulate digital spaces,
their effectiveness ulti-
mately depends on public
acceptance and individual
accountability.

“Laws become meaning-
ful only when society em-
braces them and people

voluntarily change their
attitudes,” Bhagwat said,
underlining that lasting so-
lutions to the problems as-
sociated with social media
require collective social
awareness rather than le-
gal enforcement alone.

His remarks come amid
an intensifying national
debate over the impact of
social media on misinfor-
mation, online addiction,
cyberbullying and the men-
tal well-being of children
and young adults. Policy-
makers, technology compa-
nies and civil society
groups have increasingly
called for stronger digital
literacy and responsible
content consumption as in-
ternet penetration contin-
ues to rise across India.

Bhagwat’s intervention
places the spotlight on the
broader societal dimension
of the digital revolution,
suggesting that technologi-
cal progress must be ac-
companied by ethical
awareness, self-discipline
and informed participa-
tion if its benefits are to
outweigh its risks.
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