
Bengaluru technology, Rajasthan enterprise
The Chief Minister sought to turn the Bengaluru gathering 
into more than a diaspora outreach exercise, pitching a pos-
sible convergence between Karnataka’s technology ecosys-
tem and Rajasthan’s entrepreneurial strength. “Bengaluru’s 
technology and Rajasthan’s entrepreneurship can together 
write a new chapter of development,” Sharma said. He 
urged Rajasthanis settled outside the state to look beyond 
balance sheets and participate in projects that create wider 
social and economic value in their home state. The govern-
ment has also established the Department of Domestic and 
Overseas Rajasthani Affairs to institutionalise its engage-
ment with the diaspora. A Rajasthan Development Support 
Portal has been launched for those wishing to contribute to 
social-development initiatives in the state.

Push for Rajasthan Bhawan in Karnataka
The Chief Minister also addressed a longstanding de-
mand for a Rajasthan Bhawan in Karnataka, saying the 
state government had approached the Karnataka govern-
ment and was making efforts to establish a permanent 
cultural, social and administrative centre for Rajasthanis. 
The move is significant given Bengaluru’s large Rajastha-
ni business and professional community and the city’s 
importance as one of India’s principal technology and 
investment hubs. Sharma also invited Rajasthanis from 
across the world to attend the Pravasi Rajasthani Diwas 
in Jaipur on December 10, 2026, saying their experi-
ence, ideas and participation could add momentum to 
the state’s development agenda. Rajasthan Foundation 
Bengaluru Chapter president Sachin Pandya described 
the gathering as a convergence of business, develop-
ment and culture. 

n FAIR REPORT 
BENGALURU/JAIPUR
Rajasthan is pitching it-
self  as a future-ready in-
vestment destination, 
with Chief  Minister 
Bhajan Lal Sharma en-
gaging industry leaders 
and investors in Bengalu-
ru on Sunday to explore 
opportunities in ad-
vanced manufacturing, 
technology and emerging 
sectors.

Sharma said the state’s 
reforms aimed at 
strengthening the Ease 
of  Doing Business frame-
work had enhanced inves-
tor confidence and creat-
ed a business-friendly 
environment. He high-

lighted Rajasthan’s in-
dustrial policies, infra-
structure, logistics con-
nectivity, skilled work-
force and transparent 
regulatory processes as 

key drivers of  future in-
vestment.

The discussions point-
ed to a significant expan-
sion of  Rajasthan’s in-
dustrial ambitions, ex-

tending beyond conven-
tional manufacturing to 
sectors expected to define 
the next decade of  eco-
nomic growth.

Proposals discussed 

included semiconductor 
and AI-based manufac-
turing, aerospace and de-
fence components, cop-
per processing and value 
addition, integrated in-
dustrial parks for MS-
MEs, bio-energy and agri-
innovation parks, techni-
cal textiles, footwear 
manufacturing, cold-
chain and refrigeration 
equipment, rubber recy-
cling, tourism and hospi-
tality, and Global Capabil-
ity Centres (GCCs).

The breadth of  propos-
als signals Rajasthan’s 
attempt to move higher 
up the industrial value 
chain—from raw materi-
als and traditional manu-

facturing towards tech-
nology-intensive and 
knowledge-driven indus-
tries.

The government’s larg-
er challenge will now be 
converting investor inter-
est into projects on the 
ground, creating skilled 
employment and building 
strong local supply 
chains.

For Rajasthan, the 
Bengaluru outreach rep-
resents a strategic bet: to 
transform its geographic, 
mineral and human-re-
source advantages into a 
modern industrial eco-
system capable of  attract-
ing capital, technology 
and high-value jobs.
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In Bengaluru, Rajasthan CM Bhajan Lal Sharma courts 
diaspora, links investment with state’s development push
Invites overseas Rajasthanis to Jaipur’s December 10 Pravasi Rajasthani Diwas; pitches Bengaluru’s 

technology ecosystem and Rajasthan’s entrepreneurial base as a potential growth partnership
n FAIR REPORT 
BENGALURU/JAIPUR

Rajasthan Chief  Minister 
Bhajan Lal Sharma on 
Sunday made a strong 
pitch to the state’s diaspora 
in Bengaluru, urging non-
resident Rajasthanis to 
move beyond business 
transactions and become 
active partners in the 
state’s economic and social 
transformation.

Addressing the Pravasi 
Rajasthani Sangam in Ben-
galuru, Sharma said Ra-
jasthanis settled across In-
dia and abroad were carry-
ing the state’s culture, tra-
ditions and heritage with 
them, while continuing to 
maintain a connection 
with their “matribhoomi”.

“Business should not re-
main confined to transac-
tions; it should also become 
a medium of  transforma-
tion,” the Chief  Minister 
said, calling upon the dias-
pora to contribute to Ra-
jasthan’s development 
through investment, social 
initiatives and community 
service.

‘Karmabhoomi se Matribhoomi’
Sharma highlighted the diaspora’s contri-
bution during the recent West Asia crisis, 
particularly by Rajasthani chapters in Saudi 
Arabia, Dubai, Riyadh and Bahrain, which 
helped Indians with accommodation and 
arrangements for their safe return. He cited 
these efforts as an example of Rajasthan’s 
tradition of service, sensitivity and social 
responsibility, and said the government 
wanted to strengthen such links between the 
state and its diaspora. The Chief Minis-
ter also referred to the ‘Karmabhoomi se 
Matribhoomi’ campaign, under which expa-
triate Rajasthanis have participated in initia-
tives linked to their native state, including 
water conservation and other social causes.

Government showcases investment reforms

Seeking to position Rajasthan as an 
increasingly investor-friendly state, Sharma 
said the state was now the country’s sev-
enth-largest economy, with GSDP growth 
of more than 12 per cent and per-capita in-
come crossing Rs 2 lakh. The government, 
he said, has set an ambitious target of tak-
ing Rajasthan’s economy to $350 billion by 
2030 and $4.3 trillion by 2047. Among the 
measures highlighted were reduction in the 
maximum time limit for Consent to Operate 
from 120 days to 30 days for MSMEs and 
60 days for large enterprises. The govern-

ment has also expanded the list of non-
polluting ‘White Category’ industries from 
104 to 877. Sharma said the Raj Nivesh 
single-window system had been expanded 
to facilitate investors, while the Rajasthan 
Industrial Park Promotion Policy-2026 
would support the planned development of 
industrial areas and parks. The state is also 
seeking to attract investment through the 
Rajasthan Investment Promotion Scheme, 
Rajasthan MSME Policy, Rajasthan Export 
Promotion Policy-2024 and the One 
District-One Product policy.

Rajasthan Eyes Next-Gen Industrial Boom, Woos 
Investors for AI, Semiconductors, Defence

Trump Ready to End Iran War Without 
Nuclear Deal - But Tehran Raises the Stakes
n FAIR REPORT 
WASHINGTON/TEHRAN
President Donald Trump 
signaled to senior officials 
that he would accept an 
end to the Iran war even 
without a nuclear agree-
ment — provided Tehran 
fully reopens the Strait of  
Hormuz to global shipping, 
according to a Wall Street 
Journal report cited by the 
Jerusalem Post. Trump 
told aides privately that 
Iran’s nuclear program is 
likely unable to be revived 
after Operation Midnight 
Hammer inflicted heavy 
damage on its facilities  
(The Jerusalem Post) , eas-
ing pressure for a formal 
deal.

Iran Hardens Its 
Position

Just as an off-ramp ap-
peared within reach, Iran 
raised the stakes. IRGC 
commander Mohammad 
Bagher Zolghadr declared 

the Strait will not reopen 
until the United States 
“corrects its behavior,” lay-
ing out conditions for what 
that correction would re-
quire  (The Jerusalem 
Post) . Those demands re-
portedly include lifting the 
US naval blockade, with-
drawing military forces 
from the region, and per-
manently ending the war  
(CNN) .

A White House Under 
Pressure

Behind closed doors, 
cracks are showing. Trump 
has privately complained 
that disclosures about 
dwindling US munitions 
stockpiles make Washing-
ton look weak at a critical 
moment, even as he contin-
ues threatening further 
military action to pressure 
Iran into a deal  (CNN) . No-
tably, the Chairman of  the 
Joint Chiefs, Gen. Dan 
Caine, has told other ad-

ministration advisers that 
Washington needs to find 
an exit from the war  (CNN) 
Oman as the  
Middleman

With direct US-Iran 
talks stalled, Oman has 
emerged as the critical in-
termediary. Iran is finaliz-
ing a separate deal with 
Oman over new shipping 
routes through the Strait, 

though this agreement 
alone would not reopen the 
waterway to the extent 
Trump is hoping for  (CNN) 
. A June framework had left 
key terms deliberately 
vague — committing Iran 
only to “best efforts” for 
safe passage over 60 days  
(ABC17NEWS) , buying 
time rather than resolving 
the standoff.

The Cost So Far
The human toll contin-

ues to climb. The conflict 
has cost 18 American lives 
and left over 600 US troops 
injured  (MS NOW) — a toll 
critics argue exposes the 
limits of  Washington’s 
strategic gains despite tac-
tical military successes. 
With the Strait of  Hormuz 
still choked and Tehran 
unwilling to blink first, 
Trump’s search for a face-
saving exit appears to be 
running straight into 
Iran’s hardened red lines.

90-Year-Old Jaipur Man Allegedly 
Extorted of ₹9 Lakh for Three Years; 

Fake Marriage Bureau Racket Ex-
posed by Son’s Money Request

n FAIR REPORT 
JAIPUR

A three-year extortion 
racket targeting a 90-year-
old man has come to light 
in Jaipur’s Mahesh Nagar 
area, after his son’s routine 
request for a bank transfer 
inadvertently uncovered 
the alleged fraud.

According to the police 
complaint, the ordeal be-
gan in 2022 when unidenti-
fied callers claiming to rep-
resent a marriage bureau 
operating under the name 
“Shaadi Centre Dot Com” 
contacted the elderly man. 
What allegedly began as a 
conversation gradually 
turned into sustained in-
timidation, with the callers 
threatening to defame him 
and implicate him in false 

cases unless he paid money.
For nearly three years, 

the nonagenarian report-
edly remained silent, mak-
ing payments in instal-
ments. Police records cited 
in the complaint indicate 
that the alleged extortion 
amounted to nearly ₹9 lakh.

The racket reportedly 
unravelled only when the 
man’s son approached him 
for money and needed ac-
cess to his bank account. 
Sensing his father’s hesita-
tion, the son pressed him 
for an explanation. The el-
derly man then disclosed 
the alleged blackmail, fol-
lowing which the family 
checked his banking re-
cords and discovered the 
substantial outflow of  
funds.

At Arunachaleswarar’s Abode, a Prayer for India

Seeking Mahadeva’s 
Blessings for Every Citizen
n FAIR REPORT 
THIRUVANNAMALAI
In a deeply spiritual ges-
ture, prayers were offered 
at the revered Arulmigu 
Arunachaleswarar Temple 
in Thiruvannamalai, seek-
ing the blessings of  Lord 
Mahadeva for the happi-
ness, prosperity and well-
being of  every citizen of  
the nation.

At the ancient temple, 
one of  Tamil Nadu’s most 
sacred Shaiva pilgrimage 
centres, the worship was 
centred on Lord Arunacha-
leswarar, revered as a 
manifestation of  Shiva 
and associated with the 
sacred element of  fire.

The prayer carried a 
message that extended be-
yond personal devotion. It 
sought divine grace for the 
country as a whole, with a 
wish for peace, prosperity 
and good fortune to reach 

every household.
Thiruvannamalai occu-

pies a distinctive place in 
India’s spiritual land-
scape. The Arunachala hill 
and the temple dedicated 
to Arunachaleswarar have 
for centuries drawn devo-
tees, ascetics and spiritual 
seekers from across India 
and beyond. The temple’s 
traditions are deeply in-
tertwined with the wor-
ship of  Shiva and the be-
lief  in Arunachala as a 

sacred embodiment of  the 
divine.

The prayer at the temple 
thus brought together two 
powerful themes—faith 
and national well-being.

Seeking Mahadeva’s 
blessings for every citizen, 
the worship reflected the 
enduring Indian tradition 
in which personal devo-
tion is often expressed 
through a larger prayer for 
sarva loka kalyanam—the 
welfare of  all.

‘Har Ghar Tiranga’ returns 
with Vande Mataram 
focus as PM Modi urges 
citizens to renew pledge 
for Viksit Bharat
New Delh: With the national 
flag once again at the centre of  
a nationwide public campaign, 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Sunday called upon 
citizens to participate enthusi-
astically in the #HarGharTi-
ranga movement, describing 
the Tricolour as a symbol of  
national pride and a continu-
ing source of  inspiration to 
serve the country.

In a post on X, Modi said the 
campaign should also become 
an occasion to renew the collec-
tive resolve to contribute to the 
making of  a Viksit Bharat. 
This year’s initiative, he noted, 
has been dedicated to Vande 
Mataram, as the country 
marks the 150th anniversary of  
the iconic patriotic song. The 
Prime Minister’s message 
comes as the government seeks 
to take the Har Ghar Tiranga 
campaign beyond a symbolic 
display of  the national flag and 
turn it into a broader public 
mobilisation around patriot-
ism and nation-building.
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A mild earthquake measuring 3.3 on the Richter scale
shook Rapar and adjoining areas of Kutch on Sunday
afternoon, triggering brief concern among residents.

According to the Seismology Department, the tremor
was recorded at around 1.34 pm, with its epicentre
located approximately 15 km from Rapar.

The tremor was accompanied by a loud rumbling
sound, following which residents in areas near the
epicentre reportedly stepped outside their homes as a
precaution. There were, however, no reports of casualties
or damage to property at the time of reporting.

Kutch falls within a very high-risk seismic zone and
experiences tremors from time to time. (PNS)

Nation Focus

3.3-MAGNITUDE EARTHQUAKE
JOLTS RAPAR IN KUTCH

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

Operation Sindoor demon-
strated the unmatched
valour of our defence forces
who sent a global message
that India will go to any
extent to ensure the safety of
its citizens while protecting
the sindoor worn by our
women, Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh said 
on Sunday.

Making this assertion while
addressing the ‘Sindoor
Maharaktadan Yatra’ blood
donation camp at Base
Hospital, Delhi Cantonment,
he commended the Indian
forces for eliminating terror-
ists and their handlers based
in Pakistan and ensuring that
those who dared to cast an
evil eye on India faced dire

consequences. Drawing a
parallel  with Sindoor
Maharaktadan Yatra, Rajnath
Singh asserted that while
Operation Sindoor show-
cased courage, the mega
blood donation camp 
represents compassion.

Approximately 1 ,000
wrestlers and athletes from
Maharashtra were among
the donors who participated
in the camp, demonstrating
the spirit of selfless service
and solidarity with the
Defence Forces.

Expressing gratitude to the
donors, the defence minister
expressed confidence that
the blood donated today
would serve as a credible
reserve for needy soldiers
and their families in the
future. He described blood
donation as jivandan and

mahadan and stressing that
despite remarkable advances
in science and medicine, no
artificial substitute for human
blood has yet been devel-
oped. Since blood can only be
produced by the human body
and donated by one person

to another, Rajnath Singh
said, blood donation remains
one of the noblest forms 
of charity.

He underlined that every
blood donor and recipient is,
in their own way, serving
the nation. He urged the

people, particularly the
youth,  to make blood 
donation a culture.

Calling upon the youth to
prioritise fitness, the defence
minister  emphasised that a
healthy and fit individual
becomes a greater asset to
society and is better
equipped to undertake noble
causes such as blood 
donation.

Highlighting Maharashtra’s
enduring tradition of valour
and compassion, Rajnath
Singh said that the legacy of
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj
continues to inspire 
generations.

He emphasised that the
true purpose of physical
strength lies in protecting
others and safeguarding the
nation, adding that the contri-
bution of the athletes and

wrestlers from the land of
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj
would be remembered as a
noble service to the nation.

The event was attended by
Deputy Chief Minister of
Maharashtra Eknath Shinde;
Minister of State for Ayush
(Independent Charge) Pratap
Rao Jadhav; Minister of
Industries, Government of
Maharashtra Uday Ravindra
Samant; Member of
Parliament Dr Srikant Lata
Eknath Shinde; Chief of the
Army Staff General Dhiraj Seth;
DG Armed Forces Medical
Services (AFMS) Surgeon Vice
Admiral Arti Sarin; Adjutant
General Lt General VPS
Kaushik; Commandant, Base
Hospital, Delhi Cantonment
Major General Vishal
Chaudhary and other senior
military and civil dignitaries. 

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n New Delhi

The Enforcement Directorate (ED)
announced on Sunday that it had filed
chargesheets in two distinct money-
laundering cases involving companies
and former executives associated with
the Reliance Anil Ambani Group (RAAG).

In the first case, the ED filed a pros-
ecution complaint on Saturday in a
special  Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA) court in Dwarka
against Reliance Infrastructure Limited,
former Reliance Group executive
Sateesh Seth, who is 70, and others.

The ED arrested Seth in June, and he
is still in judicial custody. He left the
Reliance Group in 2025. In the second
case, the ED filed a supplementary
chargesheet on Saturday in a special
court at Rouse Avenue related to Reliance
Communications Limited (RCOM). The
main chargesheet was filed in March.

The agency said that RCOM, Reliance
Telecom Limited (RTL), former RAAG
executives Seth, Gautam Doshi,
Amitabh Jhunjhunwala, and others
are named as accused in this prosecu-
tion complaint under the PMLA.

The ED arrested Doshi in June and Seth
in July. Both remain in judicial custody.
Doshi left the RAAG in 2020. The
chargesheet in the Reliance
Infrastructure case is based on a
February FIR from the Mumbai Police
Economic Offences Wing (EOW). The FIR
says that shell companies were created
and operated using forged documents
and bank accounts to move money and

send funds overseas through fake invoic-
es for overpriced diamond exports.

The ED said its investigation found an
“organised scheme” to “divert” public
funds from four toll-road projects
awarded by the NHAI: Trichy-Karur
(NH-67), Trichy-Dindigul (NH-45), Salem-
Ulundurpet (NH-68), and Jaipur-
Reengus (NH-11). The projects were
funded by NHAI grants and loans from
banks and financial institutions.

“About `187 crore was siphoned
during September-October 2010
through sham, post-facto or back-dated
arrangements for fictitious sub-contract-
ing work,” the agency has alleged.

The agency said that funds were
moved from Reliance Infrastructure, its
project-specific special purpose vehi-
cles, or EPC contractors to construction
contractors, and then to shell companies
not involved in road construction.
“Documents were later created to make
the transfers look like real project expens-
es, while the money was moved through
shell companies and diamond traders,”
the ED said. The agency also said it has

attached immovable assets and equity
shares of Reliance Power Limited, held by
Reliance Infrastructure, as well as land in
the name of Ksheeraabd Constructions
worth ̀ 187 crore. “Further investigation
with respect to the role of other indi-
viduals is underway,” it has added.

The supplementary chargesheet is
based on several CBI FIRs that claim
RCOM, RTL, and Reliance Infratel Limited
diverted both fund-based and non-
fund-based credit facilities. The investi-
gation found that new credit was often
used to repay, rotate, and extend earlier
domestic and foreign debts, instead of
being used for its approved purposes.

“Funds were layered through group
companies, purpose-built conduit enti-
ties, multiple bank accounts, and liquid
mutual funds; used to pay off earlier
External Commercial Borrowings and
Foreign Currency Convertible Bonds
(FCCB); and shown as legitimate busi-
ness expenses or income,” the agency
alleged. It also said that loan proceeds
were “diverted” to group companies
like Reliance Infrastructure Limited
and Reliance Capital Limited, siphoned
off to buy personal assets for the pro-
moters outside India, and used to
inflate RCOM’s profits artificially.

The ED estimates the proceeds of
crime in this case at `40,185 crore and
has attached assets worth ̀ 8,078 crore.
The agency has asked for these assets
to be confiscated from the Anil Ambani
Group in its chargesheet. Former RAAG
executives named in the case could not
be reached for comment.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Sunday remembered
those who participated in
the historic Quit India
Movement, and said their
courage will always remain
an inspiration for every
Indian. The Quit India
Movement was launched
under the leadership of
Mahatma Gandhi on August
9, 1942 and gave a decisive
impetus to India’s quest for
independence.

“Remembering all those

who participated in the his-
toric Quit India Movement.
Their courage will always
remain an inspiration for
every Indian,” Modi said in a
post on social media..

The prime minister said
the clarion call of Quit India
infused new energy in the
freedom struggle and reflect-
ed the unwavering determi-
nation of people to break free
from colonial rule.

August 9, 2026, marks the
84th anniversary of the Quit
India Movement, one of the
defining milestones in the
nation’s freedom struggle.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

India will be an essential
player in the next industrial
revolution, which will be
biotechnology and AI-driven,
unlike the last industrial rev-
olution, which was IT-driven
and India was late in 
becoming a part of that,
Union Minister of State
(Independent Charge) for
Science & Technology and
Earth Sciences Jitendra
Singh, said on Sunday.

Speaking at a media con-
clave, he said India is now
among the first few coun-
tries in the world to have a
dedicated Biotechnology
policy, that is BiOE3. We
also have a National
Quantum Mission, India AI
Mission and have made
rapid advances in Space
and other frontier areas.

He said India’s space
economy, which was earlier
almost negligible, has grown
to around $9 billion and is
projected to reach $40–45

billion within the next eight
to nine years.

The minister participated
in an interaction with the
media at the conclave,
attended by technology
developers, industry leaders
and other stakeholders.

The discussion focused
on India’s emergence as a
global manufacturing and
technology hub, the rapid

pace of technological
change, innovation, private-
sector participation and the
opportunities emerging in
frontier sectors. The Minister
also congratulated the
winners of the Digital
Appliance Awards.

He said India’s techno-
logical journey has under-
gone a significant transfor-
mation, with the country

now operating against
global benchmarks in
several areas. Referring to
India’s progress in space,
he cited the Chandrayaan
mission’s detection of evi-
dence of water molecules on
the Moon as an example of
the country contributing to
global scientific knowledge.

He said India had never
lacked human talent or sci-
entific capability, but what
was required was an
enabling policy environ-
ment that could translate
these capabilities into 
outcomes.

The minister said the
global economy is witness-
ing a gradual shift towards
emerging domains such as
biotechnology, circular
economy, recycling and
other technology-driven
sectors alongside tradition-
al manufacturing. He said
the next phase of industrial
transformation is increas-
ingly likely to be driven by
artificial intelligence and
biotechnology.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

The National Investigation
Agency (NIA) has arrested
another key suspect in the
Malappuram illegal explo-
sives case, raising the total
number of arrests to ten. On
Saturday, Haris TA was taken
into custody in Manjeri,
Malappuram district, Kerala.
Authorities say he was a main
conspirator and played a
major role in illegally obtain-
ing the explosives.

Haris TA’s arrest is part of
the NIA’s ongoing investiga-
tion into a planned inter-
state effort to obtain, move,
and store large amounts of
illegal explosives. The case,
registered as RC-
01/2026/NIA/KOC, began when
Kerala Police found a lorry (KL
10 BF 8395) parked at Farha
Hollow Bricks Company on
C h e m m a d - T h a l a p p a r a  
Road, Malappuram, on
February 7, 2026.

When the Kerala police
officers searched the vehicle,
they found 89,600 explosive
sticks and 10,500 shock tubes
(NONEL). Three people linked
to the shipment were arrest-
ed at the scene. None of
them had valid licenses or
permits to transport or
possess the explosives, which
made the operation illegal
under the Explosives Act and

related laws. Given the seri-
ousness and possible nation-
al security risks, the NIA re-
registered the case and took
charge of the investigation.
Since then, the agency has
searched 19 locations in three
states, found important evi-
dence, and identified more
suspects involved in the con-
spiracy. Haris TA on Saturday
followed closely on the heels
of another significant devel-
opment: on August 7, the NIA
arrested three more suspects
from Vijayapura, Karnataka,
Mantagoud Biradar,
Bapagoud Bheeramaya
Choudri, and Prakash Gauda
Biradar, all from Vijayapura
district. 

With Haris TA in custody,
the total number of arrests in
the case is  now ten.
Investigators believe the
seized explosives were part of
a broader network involved

in illegal procurement and
distribution. Recovery of over
10,000 shock tubes has raised
serious concerns about the
possible end-use of the mate-
rial and the sophistication of
the supply chain that enabled
it to reach Malappuram unde-
tected until the February
interception. 

Throughout the probe, the
NIA has focused on tracing
the origin of the explosives,
the financing of the opera-
tion, and the roles played by
various individuals at differ-
ent stages of procurement,
storage and transportation,
sources said.

By conducting searches in
several states, the NIA has
mapped out how far the con-
spiracy spread and found
important leads. Officials said
that Mantagoud Biradar,
Bapagoud Bheeramaya
Choudri, and Prakash Gauda

Biradar had licenses to deal
with explosives in some
cases. However, they still
broke the law by selling and
moving the seized materials.
This highlights the challenges
of the clandestine explosives
trade, which poses serious
risks to public safety and
national security. 

Agencies continue to
stress the importance of
str ict  compliance with
licensing norms for manu-
facturing, transporting, and
storing explosives. The lack
of valid permits in this case
underscores the deliberate
nature of the violation. As
the investigation progresses,
the NIA is expected to file
additional chargesheets and
continue efforts to disman-
tle the network behind the
illegal consignment.

The arrest of Haris TA,
named as a main conspira-
tor in getting the explosives,
along with the earlier arrests
of  Mantagoud Biradar,
Bapagoud Bheeramaya
Choudri, and Prakash Gauda
Biradar, is an important step
in uncovering the whole
plot. “With searches in
several states and more sus-
pects in custody, the agency
is working to make sure
everyone involved in the
illegal explosives trade is
held accountable”,  the
sources added.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

The country’s premier insti-
tute, AIIMS-Delhi, has per-
formed its second dual kidney
transplant using organs from
a marginal donor, a 70-year-
old woman who was
declared brain dead, for a
single recipient, doctors said.

The surgery underscores
efforts to expand the
deceased-donor pool and
provide kidney transplanta-
tion to more patients with
end-stage kidney disease.

The successful transplant
was performed on July 28 by
the Department of Surgical
Disciplines in collaboration
with the departments of
Nephrology, Anaesthesia,

Transplant Immunology and
the Organ Retrieval Banking
Organisation (ORBO), 
AIIMS, Delhi.  

The donor, a septuagenar-
ian woman from Command
Hospital, Chandimandir,
Chandigarh, was considered
a marginal donor due to her
advanced age. 

Kidneys from marginal
donors, also called expanded
criteria donors, come from
individuals with higher
medical risks or those who
are over 60 years of age.

“In view of the advanced
age and marginal donor char-
acteristics, both kidneys were
utilised for transplantation
in a single recipient as a care-
fully planned strategy to max-
imise the use of available

donor organs,” Dr Asuri
Krishna, professor in the
department of Surgery at
AIIMS-Delhi, said.

The kidneys were trans-
ported from Chandigarh to
Delhi by an Army helicopter,
enabling their rapid transfer.
Despite a cold ischaemia time
of around 12 hours, both
kidneys started functioning
immediately after transplan-
tation, Dr Krishna said.

The recipient, a 56-year-
old woman, underwent
implantation of both kidneys
on the right side.  She had an
uneventful recovery and was
discharged after 10 days with
normal kidney function,
according to the doctors.

The organ retrieval and
transplantation were facilitat-

ed by coordinated efforts
involving the Army Research
and Referral Hospital, Delhi,
and various teams at AIIMS.

AIIMS Director Dr Nikhil

Tandon provided support
and guidance for the proce-
dure, while Balram, trans-
plant coordinator at ORBO,
played a key role in coordi-

nating the logistics, commu-
nication, organ retrieval and
transportation, Dr Krishna
said. The transplant surgery
was led by Dr Krishna, along

with Dr Sushant, Dr Aditya
Baksi, Dr Brijesh Kumar Singh
and Dr Mohit Sangade of the
Department of Surgical
Disciplines.  

The nephrology team was
involved in recipient assess-
ment, perioperative man-
agement and post-trans-
plant care.

Dual kidney transplanta-
tion from carefully selected
marginal donors is a strate-
gy to increase utilisation of
deceased-donor organs. In
selected cases, both kidneys
from a donor may be trans-
planted into a single recipi-
ent to provide adequate
renal function and utilise
organs that might otherwise
be declined because of
donor age or other margin-

al characteristics, Dr Krishna
said. The latest procedure
was AIIMS -Delhi’s second
such dual kidney transplant
from a marginal donor and
underscores ef forts  to
expand the deceased-donor
pool and provide kidney
transplantation to more
patients with end-stage
kidney disease, he said.

“The immediate function-
ing of both kidneys despite
around 12 hours of cold
ischaemia and the recipi-
ent’s discharge with normal
kidney function after 10 days
marked an encouraging
early outcome,” he said.
Cold ischemia is the preser-
vation phase of a donor
organ to slow metabolism
before transplantation. 

Operation Sindoor showed India’s strength: Rajnath

PM remembers quit India
Movement on 84th anniversary

India to lead next biotech, AI-driven
industrial revolution: Jitendra Singh

NIA arrests key conspirator in Malappuram illegal explosives case

AIIMS Delhi performs second dual kidney transplant from 70-year-old donor

An exercise between the navies of India and the US,
which aims to enhance interoperability and strengthen
professional cooperation between specialist diving and
Explosive Ordnance Disposal (EOD) teams of the two
sides, is set to be held in Kochi, from August 10-14,
officials said on Sunday. The Indian Navy and US Navy
have been conducting joint salvage and EOD exercises
since 2005.

"The Indian Navy-US Navy explosive ordnance disposal
(EOD) exercise is scheduled to be conducted at Southern
Naval Command, Kochi, from August 10-14," a
spokesperson of the Indian Navy said.

The bilateral exercise aims to enhance interoperability
and strengthen professional cooperation between the
specialist diving and EOD teams of the two navies, the
official said. (PNS)

INDIA, US NAVIES TO HOLD 8TH EOD
EXERCISE IN KOCHI FROM AUG 10-14

Specialist Diving and Explosive Ordnance Disposal teams of the Indian
Navy and the US Navy pose for a group photo in front of a naval
helicopter at the Southern Naval Command base in Kochi, Kerala PTI

ED files chargesheets in two money
laundering cases linked to RAAG
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PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

Keeping the Ganga clean
needs interventions not only
in cities built along the river
but also in those across its
basin, as wastewater from
these areas eventually flows
into the river system, the
National Mission for Clean
Ganga (NMCG) said on
Thursday. The mission cited
the example of Meerut,
where the Namami Gange
programme is being imple-
mented.

“Meerut is not located on
the main course of the Ganga.

The Ganga cannot be seen
from here. 

Yet, the water from every
drain and every sewer line
here eventually flows into
that very Ganga system. In the
language of river science, this
is called a basin, and the
truth is that the Ganga can
remain as clean as its entire
basin remains clean,” the
mission said in a post on
social media.

“If the cities on the banks
get beautified but the cities in
the basin remain overlooked,
the pollution will circle back
and reach the river anyway.
That is why the Namami

Gange initiative reached
Meerut,” it added.

The mission said Meerut
had for decades grappled
with a limited sewage
network amid rapid urbanisa-
tion, and its wastewater man-
agement struggled to keep
pace with the expansion.

In 2020, a Rs 691-crore sew-
erage project was approved
to address the challenge.
Construction began in 2024
and is still underway, it said.  

A total sewage treatment
capacity of 220 million litres
per day (MLD),  modern
sewage treatment plants
(STPs), an extensive sewer

network and scientific waste-
water management, reuse
of treated water are its aims.

By connecting more and
more areas of the city to the
sewer network, it is ensured
that Meerut’s wastewater
does not reach the Ganga
system untreated, the NMCG
said.

“When such a large city in
the basin starts accounting for
every drop, its impact will be
visible far downstream in the
main channel. The Ganga is
not just a river; it is a system.
And a system changes only
when every city in it changes,”
it added.

NATION 0
NEW DELHI | FRIDAY | JULY 17, 2026

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

Even as advanced weapons
and platforms are being
inducted into the armed
forces to tackle the evolving
nature of warfare, critical
infrastructure such as ports,
roads and tunnels will contin-
ue to play an indispensable
role in the future, Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh said
on Thursday.

In his address at Strategic
Infrastructure Conclave
hosted by the Border Roads
Organisation (BRO) here, he
also emphasised that while
the outcome of war is largely
determined by military
prowess, precision capabili-
ties and modern technolo-
gies, basic infrastructure is
central to enabling military
operations.

“Sometimes, the first front of
a war is not at the border itself,
but on the road that leads our
soldiers to the frontline.
Therefore, the person who
builds that road is as vital a
guardian of national security as
the soldier who stands at the
border,” Singh said.

He commended the BRO
for adopting niche technolo-
gies to establish robust infra-
structure and carry forward

the Government’s resolve of
building world-class infra-
structure,  continuously
strengthening national secu-
rity, and transforming India
into a Viksit Bharat by 2047 as
envisioned by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.

The defence minister
asserted that border infra-
structure will remain indis-
pensable in technology-
driven warfare in future.

Connectivity is an essential
component of civilisational
development, and the
Government has “ensured that
no resident of a remote area
feels cut off from mainstream”,
he said. He further emphasised
that innovation, research, and
execution excellence are key
to “future-ready strategic infra-
structure”.

“Even as state-of-the-art
weapons and platforms are
being inducted into the
defence forces to address
the challenges posed by the
evolving nature of warfare,
ports, airfields, roads and
tunnels will continue to play
an indispensable role in the
future,” Singh said.

The two-day conclave,
which commenced on
Wednesday, served as a plat-
form for deliberations on
emerging technologies, inno-
vative engineering solutions,
digital transformation in
planning, project monitor-
ing and execution to improve
productivity, sustainable con-
struction methodologies and
best practices aimed at accel-
erating the development of
strategic infrastructure in

India’s border regions.
The event brought togeth-

er senior military leadership,
policymakers, infrastructure
experts, BRO officers, industry
leaders and technology part-
ners to collectively deliberate
upon the future of strategic
infrastructure development,
the defence ministry said.

Singh highlighted that over
the past six-and-a-half
decades, the BRO has trans-
formed itself from a mere
road construction agency to
one of the world’s most
respected strategic infrastruc-
ture organisations.

He underlined achievements
such as Atal Tunnel, Umling La
Pass, and Sela Tunnel stand as
“living testaments” to the BRO’s
capability and hard work,
adding that its dedicated per-
sonnel have repeatedly proven
that with a spirit of service to the
nation, any challenge can be
overcome even in the harshest
of conditions.

Terming the BRO as a front-
line organisation in adopting
latest technologies, Singh
made special mention of the
tunnelling technology, which
he said has brought about the
revolution, from metro con-
struction in cities to highway
development in mountain-
ous regions.

Ganga cannot be kept clean by focusing only on riverbank cities: NMCG

Border infrastructure indispensable in
tech-driven future warfare: Rajnath

Jammu and Kashmir Chief Minister Omar Abdullah on
Thursday asserted that the proposed protest plan of his
party in Delhi on July 20 over the alleged delay in the
restoration of statehood would not change, but said there
can be changes in the venue or the mode of the protest.

He, however, refused to term the delay in getting
permission for the protest as sabotage or diversion. “I will
not go into whether it is a sabotage, diversion or anything
else. You and I both understand it. Our programme will not
change, the venue or the mode may change, but the
programme to go to Delhi will not change,” Abdullah told
reporters here. The chief ministers said his party would not
hold the protest by hiding in some corner. “Had that been
the case, we would have held it in the lawns of our house.
But we will go to Delhi and raise our voice there somehow.
Then see what is to be done in the future,” he added. (PTI)

States Focus

No change in July 20 Delhi
protest: Omar Abdullah

Chief Minister Samrat Choudhary on Thursday launched
the ‘Bihar School Live Classes’ initiative and a free online
coaching programme for JEE and NEET aspirants.

The chief minister inaugurated the ‘Bihar School Live
Classes’ programme at Government Girls’ Higher
Secondary School in Shastri Nagar in Patna.

Under the initiative, schools will be connected through
video conferencing to a central teaching hub, enabling
students to attend live classes delivered by subject
experts, officials said. Choudhary also launched the Bihar
School Examination Board’s (BSEB) free online coaching
programme for the Joint Entrance Examination (JEE) for
admission to engineering colleges, and the medical
entrance test NEET. (PTI)

Bihar CM launches live classes,
free online JEE-NEET coaching

J&K CM Omar Abdullah in conversation with PDP President Mehbooba
Mufti during a condolence meeting of senior J&K National Conference
leader and former J&K minister Sheikh Mustafa Kamal in Srinagar PTI

Indian Navy to host
Operation Southern
Readiness 26-2 in Kochi
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

The Indian Navy will host
Operation Southern
Readiness 26-2 at the Southern
Naval Command, Kochi, from
July 20 to 23.  The four-day
multinational training engage-
ment will be conducted in
partnership with the
Combined Maritime Forces
(CMF) under the aegis of the
Indian Navy-led Combined
Task Force 154 (CTF 154), CMF’s
dedicated Training Task Force,
the defence ministry said here
on Thursday.

The event will bring togeth-
er personnel from CMF
Partner Nations for profes-
sional maritime security train-
ing, practical experience, and
exchange of best practices. 

Through its association
with the CMF, a multination-
al maritime partnership
comprising over 40 nations,
the Indian Navy continues

to contribute to regional
capacity building and collec-
tive maritime security.

The training programme
will combine classroom
instruction, simulator-based
training, and practical expo-
sure. Sessions will cover areas
including Maritime Law,
Maritime Domain Awareness
and Information Sharing,
Counter-Narcotics, Force
Protection, Asymmetric
Threats, and maritime
Uncrewed Systems.
Participants will also be
trained in Damage Control
and Firefighting, maritime
communications, Survival at
Sea, Boarding procedures,
and hands on training
onboard Indian Naval ship.

Operation Southern
Readiness 26-2 will showcase
the Indian Navy’s modern
training infrastructure, state-of-
the-art simulators, advanced
instructional methodologies,
and professional expertise. 

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

The BJP on Thursday criti-
cised the Congress
Government in Telangana
over allegations that a private
school in Hyderabad asked a
class 2 Hindu student to learn
an Islamic verse as part of his
homework.

The BJP also accused the
Congress of patronising a
“conversion mafia” in the
state and demanded action
against the school manage-
ment. A private school in
Hyderabad has come under
scrutiny after parents of a 6-
year-old student alleged that
their son was asked to learn
an Islamic verse as part of his
homework.

BJP national spokesperson
Shehzad Poonawalla claimed
the school had terminated
the teacher after the issue
came to light, but said the
action was inadequate.

“Too little, too late. The
school in question, which
was allowing the forcible
recitation of the Kalma, an
Islamic prayer, to Hindu chil-
dren, has finally, after giving
a series of excuses and saying
it was a mistake, terminated
the teacher.

“But that is not enough.
Why did such a case take place
in Hyderabad, under Revanth
Reddy and (Asaduddin)
Owaisi?” Poonawalla said in a
video post on social media.

He demanded strict action

against the school and
alleged that such incidents
are the result of Congress and
AIMIM patronising such ele-
ments.

“Now the question is —
What action will the state
Government and police take
against the teacher, the
school administration and
the school itself, and why do
Revanth Reddy, the Congress
and others give patronage to
such elements with their
statement that Congress
means Muslims?” he said.

Poonawalla alleged that
the incident is “nothing short
of a forcible conversion case,
a forcible Kalma test”.

“This is nothing short of a
forcible conversion case, a
forcible Kalma test. We have
seen this in the Nashik TCS
case, corporate jihad, and now
this education jihad. Congress
is allowing and enabling this
through its ecosystem.
Congress must answer. The
Congress Government must
answer,” he added.

Another BJP national
spokesperson, Pradeep

Bhandari, also targeted the
Congress over the contro-
versy, alleging that the party’s
politics has encouraged a
“conversion mafia”.

In a video post, Bhandari
said, “Congress’ own stand is:
Congress equals Muslims,
and Muslims equal Congress.
It is aptly clear that motivat-
ed by the stance of the
Congress, the conversion
mafia in Telangana is now
converting Hindu students
and asking them to recite the
Kalma in a private school.”

He alleged that AIMIM chief
Asaduddin Owaisi  and
Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi are “hand in glove”,
and accused the Congress of
being “anti-Hindu”.

“Asaduddin Owaisi who
speaks about secularism and
has supported the hijab is
completely silent. It is aptly
clear that Rahul Gandhi’s
Congress and Asaduddin
Owaisi are hand in glove,
and they are intent on con-
verting Hindu students by
forcing them to recite the
Kalma.”

BJP slams Telangana Government over
alleged Islamic verse homework row PRAMOD KUMAR SINGH 

n New Delhi

A 36-year-old American
national, Jordan Brown,
resided illegally in India
for nearly eight months
without possessing a valid
passport or visa before
being apprehended 
while attempting to cross
into Nepal. 

Brown, who asserts to be
a former member of the
United States Navy and
Special  Forces from
California, entered India
clandestinely in early
November 2025 and navi-
gated freely between Goa
and Bengaluru without
attracting the attention of
authorities. 

According to his state-
ments to law enforcement
officials, Brown lost his
passport in Thailand and
subsequently arrived in
India via sea from Sri Lanka
on November 2, 2025. 

He initially settled in Goa,
where he remained for
several months. During this
period,  he operated
without official documenta-
tion, seamlessly integrating
into the tourist-frequent-
ed coastal region without
raising suspicion. 

Goa’s significant expa-
triate and tourist popula-
tions, coupled with the
limited, stringent checks
on long-term foreign resi-
dents in many areas, facil-
itated his prolonged undoc-
umented presence. 

Officials said that after
weeks in Goa, Brown trav-
elled to Bengaluru, contin-
uing his travels without a
passport, relying on infor-
mal arrangements. 

He later claimed that an
acquaintance in Bengaluru
possessed his passport;
however, he provided no
verifiable details regarding
this individual. 

From Bengaluru, he took
a long-distance bus to
Lucknow on July 8, 2026, pro-
ceeding to Gorakhpur,
where he hired a taxi to
reach the Sonauli border
area in Uttar Pradesh’s
Maharajganj district.

On July  11 ,  Brown’s
extended period of unob-
served stay was abruptly
terminated near border
pillar number 516 in the
Mainihwa area within
Sonauli police station juris-
diction. 

Sashastra Seema Bal

(SSB) personnel, during a
routine patrol, discovered
him attempting to cross
into Nepal via an unau-
thorised foot trail away
from official immigration
checkpoints. 

When instructed to stop
for verification, Brown
allegedly attempted to flee
but was quickly subdued by
SSB personnel and local
villagers who assisted in his
apprehension. 

At the time of his arrest,
Brown had no passport,
visa, or any form of identi-
fication. Law enforcement
officials recovered Rs 31,460
in cash,  two mobile
phones, religious texts, an
artificial intelligence trans-
lation device, a diary, and
a wristwatch.

A Chinese passport was
also found among his pos-
sessions. He was subse-
quently charged under rel-
evant provisions of the

Immigration and
Foreigners Act for illegal
entry into India and unau-
thorised border crossing
into Nepal. 

Brown’s detention has
raised significant questions
regarding the possibility
of  a  foreign national
remaining within Indian
territory for nearly eight
months without proper
documentation. 

His journey from an illicit
entry into Goa, through
Bengaluru, to the porous
India-Nepal border in Uttar
Pradesh highlights potential
deficiencies in monitoring
long-term foreign visitors. 

Intelligence agencies are
now conducting an in-
depth investigation into
his movements, discrep-
ancies in his statements
regarding his entry and
possession of a passport,
and the purpose of his
attempted exit to Nepal,
where he claimed he
intended to meet  a
Nepalese acquaintance. 

The case has height-
ened security concerns
regarding the movement
of foreign nationals across
India under suspicious
circumstances for extend-
ed durations without
detection. 

Brown remains in judi-
cial custody as investiga-
tions into his identity and
motives continue, with
the United States Embassy
d u l y  i n f o r m e d  o f  t h e
development.

US national lived illegally in India for 8 months, held

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n Moradabad (UP)

Chief Election Commissioner
(CEC) Gyanesh Kumar on
Thursday said India’s elec-
toral system is among the
most transparent, impartial
and credible in the world,
asserting that free and fair
elections backed by error-
free electoral rolls form the
foundation of a strong
democracy.

Addressing booth-level
officers (BLOs) and supervi-
sors at an interaction pro-

gramme held at Teerthanker
Mahaveer University here,
Kumar said the role of BLOs
is crucial in ensuring accura-
cy of electoral rolls.

“India’s electoral system is
among the most transparent,
impartial and credible in the
world,” he said.

During the programme,
he interacted with BLOs
and supervisors and issued
guidelines on purification of
electoral rolls, transparen-
cy in the electoral process
and conduct of free and
fair elections, asserting that

an error-free voter list is
foundational for a strong
democracy.

Talking to reporters after
the event, the CEC said he
was pleased to interact with
election officials during his
visit to Moradabad and
emphasised that he would
hold similar interactions with
BLOs during future official
visits across the country.

He said India is chairing
the International Institute
for Democracy and Electoral
Assistance (International
IDEA) in 2026, describing it as

a recognition of the country’s
democratic institutions at
the global level.

Kumar said the three key
stages of the electoral
process -- preparation of
electoral rolls, polling and
counting of votes -- are con-
ducted under a transparent
system.

He said political parties
and contesting candidates
continuously scrutinise these
processes, which contributes
to the credibility and trans-
parency of India’s election
management system.

India’s electoral system among most transparent, credible worldwide: CEC

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n Aizawl

Mizoram’s ruling Zoram
People’s Movement (ZPM) on
Thursday claimed that cor-
ruption has been significant-
ly curbed under its govern-
ment and no minister or
party MLA has been implicat-
ed in any graft case so far.

The party’s executive com-
mittee meeting adopted res-
olutions commending the
government’s achievements
in governance, infrastruc-
ture, healthcare and anti-
corruption efforts, party
leaders said.

Lauding the performance
of Chief Minister Lalduhoma’s
government, it said key
accomplishments included
progress in the Vairengte-
Sairang four-lane highway
project, relocation of Assam
Rifles bases from Aizawl to
Zokhawsang, improvement
in healthcare delivery, stricter
enforcement of laws and reg-
ulations, reduction in smug-
gling, transparent recruit-
ment in government services,
and timely payment of
salaries to Government
employees.

The meeting praised the
Government’s efforts to
strengthen unity among
ethnic Zo communities
across the world.

It acknowledged the work
of the Mizo Diaspora Cell
operating from the chief min-
ister’s office in assisting Zo
people facing difficulties
outside Mizoram and helping
resolve issues affecting
members of the community.

Reaffirming the party’s
commitment to its ‘Kalphung
Thar-Mipui Sawrkar’ (new
system-people’s government)
policy, the committee appre-
ciated the dedication and
hard work of the Government
employees in implementing
schemes.

It also urged officials to
continue serving with com-
mitment and integrity to
support the State’s develop-
ment initiatives. 

Union Defence Minister Rajnath Singh with others during the Border Roads
Organisation (BRO) Strategic Infrastructure Conclave in New Delhi PTI

ZPM SAYS ITS
GOVT CURBED
CORRUPTION IN
MIZORAM IN
LAST 2 YEARS
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An elephant splashes water over itself to escape the heat at National
Zoological Park in New Delhi PTI

IN FOCUS

FROM PAGE - 1
Day 16: JPSC protests
force Govt to cancel...
Representatives of protesting students and a
high-level committee constituted by the
Jharkhand Government held a marathon
meeting on Sunday. The discussions focused on
the cancellation of disputed examinations,
investigation into alleged financial and criminal
irregularities, and reforms in the recruitment
process.

After the day-long negotiations, Minister
Sudivya Kumar Sonu said that the Government
and the students had reached an agreement on
nearly 98 per cent of the issues, while differences
remained on around 2 per cent of the demands.

The minister further said that allegations
involving financial transactions would be exam-
ined by the Enforcement Directorate (ED), while
criminal aspects of the alleged irregularities
would continue to be investigated by the CID.
A fast-track court would also be constituted, with
charge sheets against those found responsible
to be filed within 90 days, he said.

On reforms in the recruitment system, Sonu
said the Government would constitute an expert
committee to examine the existing examination
and recruitment mechanism and recommend
reforms. The students have also demanded can-
cellation of all examinations conducted by
TDPL, the agency engaged in conducting recruit-
ment examinations, alleging serious irregular-
ities in its functioning. The Government has not
accepted this demand so far.

Speaking about the talks and the ongoing agi-
tation, protesting student Manish Kumar said,
“Jharkhand Government had listened seriously
to their concerns and also given assurances.
However, the students did not receive satisfac-
tory assurances on the CGL examination and
their demand for a CBI probe.” He said that in
the absence of a satisfactory resolution to these
key demands, the students had been compelled
to continue their agitation. The students have
made it clear that the agitation will continue until
all their demands are addressed. They are
preparing for a march to the Jharkhand Assembly
on Monday, with students from across the
State expected to reach Ranchi to participate in
the protest. The youth wing of the BJP has extend-
ed support to the proposed demonstration. The
latest round of talks comes amid sustained
protests by aspirants demanding greater trans-
parency, accountability and an overhaul of the
State’s competitive examination system.

Earlier, Chief Minister Hemant Soren today

once again assured the protesting youth that the
State Government is deeply serious about their
rights and future. He stated that it  is
Government’s responsibility to deliver justice to
the youth protesting against irregularities in
recruitment exams. Strict action will be taken
against those involved, and the perpetrators have
already been identified. The Chief Minister
addressing gathering on the occasion of
Jharkhand Adivasi Mahotsav 2026 noted that the
protesting students found the courage to
demand their rights and agitate precisely
because of the Government’s actions.

He assured that the youth will get justice and
those guilty of irregularities will receive the
harshest punishment, emphasising that no one
will be spared. Referring to the exam controver-
sy, he reiterated that the Government has taken
the matter seriously, firmly stating, “We have
caught the thief.” Emotionally, the CM remarked
that he was born in this soil and will be buried
in it - a statement reflecting his deep connection
with the state and its youth.

Govt to table key bills,
Oppn targets Shah
Simultaneously, as the Government is likely to
table the FCRA Amendment Bill during this
week, the Opposition is also gearing up to resist
it. Leader of Opposition in Rajya Sabha
Mallikarjun Kharge said the Opposition intends
to block the Government’s FCRA move and a
decision in this regard will be taken on Monday. 

“We will make a decision after convening an
all-party meeting, specifically of floor leaders,
before the resumption of the session on
Monday,” Kharge said.

Several Opposition parties have expressed
their Opposition to the FCRA Amendment Bill.
The Bi l l  seeks to amend the Foreign
Contribution (Regulation) Act, 2010, with the
stated objective of enhancing transparency and
accountability in the regulation of foreign
contributions.

Mizoram Chief Minister Lalduhoma met
Union Home Minister Amit Shah on Thursday
to present recommendations and register
regional concerns regarding the FCRA.
Lalduhoma later said that he had raised six
issues with Shah. DMK president MK Stalin on
Saturday urged the Union Government to
withdraw the FCRA Amendment Bill and repeal
Section 15 of the Foreign Contribution
(Regulation) Act, 2010.

Other Bills scheduled are by Law Minister
Arjun Ram Meghwal to introduce the Tribunal
Reforms Bill, 2026. The Bill seeks to simplify and
improve the functioning of various tribunals.
It proposes greater transparency and uniformi-
ty in the appointment, selection process and
tenure of tribunal chairpersons and members.

Mining Minister G Kishan Reddy will introduce
the Mines and Minerals (Development and
Regulation) Amendment Bill, 2026. The pro-
posed changes focus on encouraging private
investment and simplifying the process for
exploration of critical minerals and the grant
of mining leases.

Suvendu orders fresh
probe into 2024 RG Kar..
The Chief Minister also directed a separate
investigation into the role of some local Trinamool
Congress politicians, including an MLA, into the
alleged lapses during the cremation of the
victim, which was reportedly done bypassing
other dead bodies that were already in the queue.

"I have not forgotten … I am doing what needs
to be done and will continue to do so … when-
ever I recall this day it fills my heart with pain and
tears flow down the eyes," Adhikari, who had
earlier suspended the then Kolkata Commissioner
of Police Vineet Goyal and two other senior IPS
officers for dereliction of duty, said.

The parents of the victim had earlier alleged
that the victim's body, which was initially third
in the queue for cremation at the Natagarh
Kadamtala crematorium, was suddenly moved
to the first position and her cremation was com-
pleted in undue haste. This, apart from the fact
that the cremation charges were also not paid
by the family members of the victim.

The three local politicians who were in ques-
tion and had repeatedly been named were
Nirmal Ghosh, Somnath Dey and Sanjib
Mukherjee, the Chief Minister said.

Debnath, who was presently a BJP MLA,
expressed satisfaction at the Chief Minister's ini-
tiative, saying, "My daughter will continue to be
there with me, l inside my heart and till my alive
… my only goal is to get her justice, and I am
thankful that the Chief Minister has ordered a
fresh investigation." The family had earlier
expressed displeasure with the way CBI conduct-
ed the investigation.

The victim's father too expressed satisfaction,
saying, "The Chief Minister has been doing
whatever is in his hands… he suspended three

senior IPS officers on duty then … he took action
on others too … we are satisfied; the rest is with
the judiciary."

Incidentally, all the State hospitals on Sunday
observed a two-minute silence in memory of the
RG Kar Medical College rape and murder case
that took place exactly two years ago. A postgrad-
uate lady doctor was raped and murdered
while on duty inside the hospital premises on
August 9, hitting international headlines and
leading to nationwide protests.

The silence was observed from 11:00 am to 11:02
am following a directive issued by the state gov-
ernment. Lamps were also lit in memory of the
victim, with doctors, nurses, and all medical staff
taking part, along with State Health Minister Dr
Sharadwath Mukherjee.  Apart from this, a long
march was also organised in Kolkata on the part
of the citizens' forum seeking justice for the victim. 

The victim was allegedly raped and murdered
in the night intervening August 8 and 9 of 2024,
and her body was hastily disposed of following
a quick autopsy conducted in the same hospi-
tal and post sundown, violating standard oper-
ating procedures.

One person, Sanjay Rai, a civic volunteer, was
subsequently arrested by the Kolkata Police post
which the case was transferred to the CBI follow-
ing a Calcutta High Court order. In subsequent
developments, the victim's family complained
that the CBI failed to discharge its duties diligent-
ly and demanded fresh investigations.

AI pilot undergoes tests
after drug screening
The ministry stressed that further action would
depend on the outcome of the Aircraft Accident
Investigation Bureau (AAIB) investigation and the
confirmatory laboratory report. The incident has
been classified as a serious incident and is being
investigated by the AAIB.

Air India said it was aware that post-flight screen-
ing had been conducted on the pilots but stressed
that the airline had not received the results. “We
are aware that a post-flight screening test was con-
ducted on the pilots in accordance with applica-
ble protocols. However, the results of the test have
not been shared with Air India, and we are there-
fore not in a position to comment on any findings,”
an Air India spokesperson said.

The airline also said such testing is conduct-
ed regularly as part of its regulatory compliance
and is not limited to flights involved in opera-
tional incidents. “Air India undertakes regular

drug testing of crew members in compliance
with civil aviation regulations, independent of
any specific flight or operational incident. We will
continue to cooperate with the relevant author-
ities as required,” the airline said.

As the investigation and confirmatory testing
continue, the Directorate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) has taken both members of the flight
crew off the flying roster.

The ministry said any further action would be
determined by the findings of the investigation
and the final laboratory report.

The distinction between an initial screening
result and a confirmed laboratory finding is sig-
nificant. A non-negative or a result requiring
further analysis at the screening stage does not,
by itself, establish that a pilot consumed or was
impaired by a prohibited substance.

The incident occurred on August 4 when Air
India’s Airbus A320, registration VT-EXO, operat-
ing flight AI2379 from Phuket to Delhi, experi-
enced a sudden loss of approximately 300 feet
during the cruise phase.

The aircraft stabilised following the event and
continued to Delhi, where it landed safely. The
flight was carrying 137 passengers, including
three infants, and eight crew members - two
pilots and six cabin crew members, according
to the Ministry of Civil Aviation. 

The sudden change in altitude resulted in
injuries to some passengers and cabin 
crew members.

The AAIB is examining the circumstances sur-
rounding the altitude loss. Authorities have not
yet announced a final cause for the incident, nor
have they established any connection between
the pilot’s initial screening result and the aircraft’s
sudden loss of altitude.

Investigators are expected to examine multi-
ple aspects of the occurrence, including the air-
craft’s response to the turbulence, the crew’s han-
dling of the event, weather conditions and the
aircraft’s technical condition.

For now, the confirmatory laboratory analy-
sis remains pending, and the broader safety
investigation is continuing.

The aviation ministry and DGCA have said they
remain committed to maintaining aviation
safety standards and ensuring that the incident
is investigated in accordance with prescribed reg-
ulations and procedures.

Until the laboratory report and investigation
are completed, no definitive conclusion can be
drawn regarding the pilot’s screening result or
whether psychoactive substances played any role
in the incident.
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PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
n Siddharthnagar (UP)

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath asserted on
Sunday that the youth of the
nation have effectively
“buried” the Congress party,
and emphasised that the
downfall of Congress serves
as a clear example of the
dangers of  power 
intoxication.

“One need only look at the
downfall of the Congress
party to understand how
dangerous the intoxication
of power can be. They forgot
the revolutionaries, and
today, the youth of the
country have buried the
Congress,” Adityanath said.

The chief minister made
these remarks while inaugu-
rating and laying the founda-
tion stone for 107 develop-
ment projects valued at over
`311 crore in Siddharthnagar.

Coming down heavily on
the Congress, Adityanath
said, “Congress is moving on
fully negative tracks. Why
did India become a slave?
There are two reasons: first,
the contradictions among
people, including humilia-
tion based on caste, region,
and language, which has
led to the division of society.
Second, there was a 
conspiracy by some within
our own system. Those
responsible for guiding the
country misled society
during that time.”

He claimed that the very
sin of dividing society,
which contributed to India

becoming a slave, is the
same mistake that
Congress  and the
Samajwadi  Party  are
repeating today by creating
divisions along caste lines.

“What is the result of their
divisive politics? Has anyone
ever asked them, consider-
ing that Congress has ruled
the country and the state for
the longest period, what

they have done for the
youth, farmers, the poor,
and women during their
tenure?” Adityanath 
questioned.

Adityanath stated that
under the leadership of
Prime Minister Modi, India
has witnessed a transfor-
mation over the past 
12 years.

“There was a time when

the world viewed India as a
backward, poor, and weak
nation, one that would not
be able to withstand its
adversaries. Today, that
same India stands tall before
its opponents, and the entire
world is looking towards
it,” he said.

Crediting Modi for trans-
forming the very India
whose economy was once
“devastated by Congress
into the world’s fourth-
largest economy”,
Adityanath said that India,
previously characterised by
corruption and policy paral-
ysis, has now emerged as a
thriving startup ecosystem
for its youth.

Posing a question to Rahul
Gandhi and Akhilesh Yadav,
the chief minister asked,
“The Congress had the
opportunity to govern Uttar
Pradesh for a long time, and
the SP has had its chief min-
ister four times. Yet, what
exactly did they do to win
the support of the youth?”

Accusing the Congress
of creating an identity
crisis  for  the nation’s
youth, while the SP did the
same for the youth of the
state, Adityanath said,
“When the country faces
corruption,  terrorism,
Naxalism, extremism, and
riots, and the state suffers
from riots, lawlessness,
and there is an environ-
ment hostile to business
a n d  i n v e s t m e n t ,  i t  i s
natural that the youth are
the ones who are affected
the most.” 

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

Delhi Chief Minister Rekha
Gupta joined the Hariyali
Teej celebrations at Dilli
Haat in Pitampura on
Sunday. She participated in
festivities that included
mehendi, folk songs, tradi-
tional dances, and monsoon
swings, as the Delhi Tourism
Department concluded its
two-day Teej festival held on
August 8 and 9 at Delhi Haat
in both Pitampura and INA. 

The festival featured com-
petitions for women, includ-
ing mehendi, bindi, rangoli,
Teej Queen and Miss Teej
2026, and Best Dress Female.
For children and families,
attractions included a kids’
zone, monsoon swings, sur-
prise gifts, and musical
chairs. The 80 handicraft
and handloom stalls and 20
food stalls gave local arti-
sans, craftspeople, and small
entrepreneurs a platform
to display their products
and access new customers.

The Chief Minister said
Hariyali Teej is not merely a
festival but a celebration of
faith, love, nature, and
women’s power. She said
such festivals not only keep
cultural traditions alive but
also strengthen love,
harmony, and a sense of
togetherness in society. She
said the way women cele-
brated at Delhi Haat, show-
casing their culture through
traditional attire, mehendi,
folk songs, and dances, was
a vibrant reflection of India’s
rich heritage.

She said the Delhi
Government is making
efforts to continuously
promote cultural platforms
in the capital where folk tra-
ditions and art can be
passed on to the younger
generation while also allow-
ing artists and craftspeople
to showcase their talent.

She extended her wishes
to all women on Hariyali
Teej and prayed for happi-
ness, peace, and prosperity
for everyone. 

Youth buried Congress: CM Yogi 

CM Rekha joins Hariyali
Teej function in Pitampura 

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

The Centre has extended the
tenure of ED Director Rahul
Navin by a year beyond
August 13, a Government order
said. A 1993-batch Indian
Revenue Service officer of the
Income Tax cadre, 59-year-old
Navin has been leading the
federal anti-money laundering
agency as its chief since
September 2023.

The order issued by the
Appointments Committee of
the Cabinet (ACC) on
Saturday said it has approved
extension in tenure of Navin
as Enforcement Directorate
(ED) Director for a period of
one year beyond August 13,
2026, ie up to August 13,
2027, including extension in
service beyond the date of
his superannuation, i.e. July
31, 2027, or until further
orders whichever is earlier.

This is the first extension in

service for the officer.
According to rules, an officer
can be appointed ED director
for a tenure of two years fol-
lowed by three one-year
extensions each.

Navin was given the addi-
tional charge of ED chief on
September 15, 2023. He was
appointed full-time ED
Director on August 14, 2024.

The officer joined the ED in
November, 2019 as a Special
Director (OSD) to spearhead
the agency’s work with
regard to India’s mutual eval-
uation by the Financial Action
Task Force (FATF), the global
body that leads action against
money laundering.

The ED, during Navin’s
tenure, has continued and
launched several high-profile
investigations including
those related to the political
consultancy firm I-PAC, the
Reliance Anil Ambani Group
and against multiple online
money gaming companies.

ED Director Rahul Navin
gets one-year extension

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath waves the national flag
during the launch of the ‘Tiranga Yatra with Youth’ as part of the
nationwide ‘Har Ghar Tiranga’ campaign in Lucknow PTI

PRAMOD KUMAR SINGH 
n New Delhi

A senior commander of the
Pakistan-based terrorist
group Lashkar-e-Tayyiba
(LeT), Qari Saeed Abdul Aziz,
died after collapsing at
Islamabad’s Quba Mosque.
He fell ill and died shortly
after eating at a restaurant
he did not know, and the cir-
cumstances remain unclear.

According to several
reports based on local
accounts and some CCTV
footage, Aziz ate at an unfa-
miliar place on or around
Saturday, August 8, 2026.
H e  t h e n  w e n t  t o  t h e
mosque, performed ablu-
tion, and collapsed either at
the gate or while taking off
his slippers before entering
the prayer hall. 

Other members tried CPR
but could not revive him.
He was taken to a hospital

and pronounced dead. The
exact cause of death is still
unknown, as there are no
public autopsy results, tox-
icology findings, or official
statements from Pakistani
authorities on poisoning,
n a t u r a l  c a u s e s ,  
or foul play.

Aziz was not an ordinary
operative in LeT. He played
a central role in the group.
He led the South Punjab
unit of LeT’s Shoaba-e-
Warasa-e-Shuhada depart-
m e n t ,  w h i c h  p r o v i d e s
support and monthly pen-
sions to families of terror-
ists killed in Jammu and
K a s h m i r .  I n t e l l i g e n c e
sources say he had been
connected to LeT chief
Hafiz Saeed’s network since
a b o u t  1 9 9 0  a n d  w a s
involved in recruitment.
This made him an impor-
tant part of the group’s
logistics and welfare oper-

a t i o n s  f o r  s e n d i n g
members into India.

The timing of Aziz’s death
has raised more suspicion.
Just days before, a video of
senior LeT-linked operative
R i z w a n  H a n i f ,  w h o  i s
described as a PoJK deputy
chief involved in recruit-
ment and infiltration, was
widely shared. 

In the video, Hanif admit-
ted that over 30 Lashkar
members had been killed in
the past three to four years
by “unknown men” or
“unknown gunmen” in
c i t i e s  l i k e  P e s h a w a r ,
K a r a c h i ,  R a w a l p i n d i ,
M u z a f f a r a b a d ,  a n d
Rawalakot. 

Hanif accused Indian
intelligence agencies of
u s i n g  a n  “ u n k n o w n
gunman model,” though
India has denied these
claims in the past. This was
a rare public admission of

losses from someone con-
nected to the group.

Lashkar-e-Tayyiba, which
is designated by the United
Nations  (UN)  and was
responsible for the 2008
Mumbai attack that killed
166 people, has operated in
Pakistan under different
names l ike Jamaat-ud-
Dawa. In recent years, there

have been more reports of
unexplained deaths among
its members in Pakistan
and PoJK. Aziz’s sudden
death,  especially after
eating at an unfamiliar
restaurant, has led to spec-
ulation about poisoning,
but there is no solid evi-
dence to confirm this or
any other cause. Pakistani
a u t h o r i t i e s  h a v e  n o t
released detailed public
findings yet.

Qari’s mysterious death
is a huge setback for LeT. A
commander who support-
ed the families of LeT oper-
atives killed in Jammu and
Kashmir died in the group’s
own mosque after a normal
meal, showing weakness
within their ranks. Along
with Hanif’s public admis-
sion of losses, it suggests
ongoing pressure on the
g r o u p ’ s  m i d - l e v e l
members. Many of them

have been kept in safe
houses by the Pakistani ISI,
as they fear ‘unknown
g u n m e n ’ ,  i n t e l l i g e n c e
sources said.

However, it is still unclear
if rival groups, internal dis-
putes, Pakistani security
forces, or outside actors
were behind it. Rumours
about outside involvement
spread quickly in this situ-
ation, but it is hard to know
what really happened.
W h a t  i s  c l e a r  i s  t h a t
another experienced LeT
member is gone, and the
group’s system has lost a 
key person.

Meanwhile, Pakistani offi-
cials have not explained
the situation, so the details
are still unclear. For now,
this is another mysterious
loss for a group that has
o f t e n  c l a i m e d  t o  b e
untouchable, even as it
quietly loses members.

LeT commander dies after collapsing at Islamabad mosque
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Congress Observes August Kranti Day, Demands National Memorial Status for Mangarh Dham
MEETING HELD AT DISTRICT CONGRESS OFFICE, MEMORANDUM 
SUBMITTED TO COLLECTOR IN THE NAME OF PRESIDENT
n FAIR REPORT 
CHITTORGARH

District Congress Commit-
tee organized a meeting at 
the District Congress Of-
fice on August Kranti Day. 
The meeting was held un-
der the chairmanship of  
District Congress Commit-
tee President Pramod Siso-
dia. Congress leaders paid 
tribute to the martyrs who 
sacrificed their lives for the 
country’s freedom. District 
Congress Committee Sen-
ior Vice President Ahsan 
Pathan said that on the 

84th anniversary of  the Au-
gust Kranti Movement, all 
the martyrs who sacrificed 

their lives for India’s free-
dom were remembered. 
The Quit India Movement 

started on August 9, 1942. It 
was an important moment 
in India’s freedom struggle 

and gave a new direction to 
the movement against Brit-
ish rule. District President 
Pramod Sisodia said that 
on August 9, 1942, Mahat-
ma Gandhi gave the slogan 
“Do or Die” at Gowalia 
Tank Maidan in Mumbai 
and started the final free-
dom movement against the 
British. The August Kranti 
Movement is an important 
chapter in the history of  
India’s freedom struggle. It 
was one of  the biggest 
movements against British 
rule.

Demand to declare 
Mangarh Dham a 
National Memorial
After the meeting, Congress 
leaders led by District Presi-
dent Pramod Sisodia submit-
ted a memorandum to the 
District Collector in the name 
of  the President. The memo-
randum demanded that the 
historic tribal pilgrimage site 
Mangarh Dham be declared a 
National Memorial. Congress 
leaders said that Mangarh 
Dham is known as the Jallian-
wala Bagh of  Rajasthan. In 
1913, more than 1,500 tribals 

who were part of  the freedom 
movement were killed by Brit-
ish forces at Mangarh. Con-
gress leaders demanded that 
Mangarh Dham be declared a 
National Memorial in memo-
ry of  these martyrs. Sisodia 
said that Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi had himself  vis-
ited Mangarh Dham and 
made several promises, but 
the demand of  the tribal com-
munity has not been fulfilled 
yet. He said that this was a 
betrayal of  the tribal commu-
nity and demanded that the 
Central Government immedi-

ately declare Mangarh Dham 
a National Memorial. PCC 
Secretary Dr. Lalit Boriwal, 
Organization General Secre-
tary Dinesh Chasta, senior 
Congress leader Karan Singh 
Sankhla, Ajay Lot, Gorilal 
Gurjar, spokesperson Dinesh 
Gurjar, Shilpan Sahu, Dinesh 
Ahir, Narendra Singh Sa-
rangdev, Seva Dal District 
Chief  Gautam Vijay Vargiya, 
NSUI District President Al-
pesh Goswami and many 
other Congress leaders and 
workers were present at the 
programme.

Bike Stolen from Parking, Case 
Solved in 3 Days: Thief and 

Person Who Bought Stolen Bike 
Arrested, One Still Wanted

CCTV footage and 
technical evidence 
helped police reach 
the accused; stolen 
bike recovered and 
bike used in the crime 
also seized

n FAIR REPORT 
CHITTORGARH
Kotwali police have solved 
the case of  a motorcycle 
stolen from the parking 
area of  the old court com-
plex in the city. Police ar-
rested the person who 
stole the bike and another 
person involved in buying 
the stolen bike. The stolen 
motorcycle was recovered 
and the motorcycle used in 
the crime was also seized. 
Police are searching for 
another accused, Hanif  
Khan, who allegedly 
bought the stolen motorcy-
cle. According to police, on 
August 6, Mahendra Bhil, 
a resident of  Mishro Ki 
Pipli, reported that he had 
parked his motorcycle in 
the parking area of  the old 
court complex at around 
2.16 pm. When he returned 
after some time, the motor-
cycle was missing. An un-
known person had stolen 
the bike. A case was regis-
tered at Kotwali Police Sta-
tion and investigation was 

started. On the instruc-
tions of  SP Dharmendra 
Singh, and under the su-
pervision of  ASP Gajen-
dra Singh Jodha and DSP 
Brijesh Singh, a special 
team was formed under 
SHO Rajneesh Kumar. The 
team checked CCTV foot-
age from different loca-
tions in the city. With the 
help of  technical evidence 
and human intelligence, 
police detained Mukesh, 
son of  Udaylal Rao, 38, a 
resident of  Borkhedi, Nee-
much City police station 
area in Madhya Pradesh, 
currently living in Khatik 
Mohalla, Chittorgarh, and 
questioned him. During 
questioning, Mukesh ad-
mitted to stealing the mo-
torcycle. He told police 
that the stolen motorcycle 
was sold to Hanif  Khan 
through Shabbir Khan, 
son of  Abdul Majid Pa-
than, a resident near 
Chowki in Chittorgarh. 
Police then detained Shab-
bir Khan and questioned 
him. The stolen motorcy-
cle was recovered from 
him. Police arrested 
Mukesh Rao and Shabbir 
Khan. The motorcycle 
used in the theft was also 
seized. Police are now 
searching for Hanif  Khan, 

Police Conduct Decoy Operation Against Drunk People at Fort: 10 
Caught Drinking in Public and Driving Under the Influence

Police kept watch in plain 
clothes in the Vijay Stambh 
and Fort area; action taken 
against people drinking 
alcohol and creating 
nuisance in public places
n FAIR REPORT 
CHITTORGARH

Police conducted a special 
decoy operation against 
people drinking alcohol in 
public places and driving 
vehicles under the influ-
ence of  alcohol in the his-

toric Chittorgarh Fort and 
the world-famous Vijay 
Stambh area. Police per-
sonnel in plain clothes kept 
watch at different places in 
the Fort area and identified 
people involved in suspi-
cious activities. During the 
operation, action was tak-
en against a total of  10 peo-
ple as per the law. The op-
eration was conducted un-
der the direction of  Dis-

trict Superintendent of  
Police Dharmendra Singh 
to ensure the safety of  tour-
ists and the public and to 
maintain the dignity of  the 
Fort. Under the supervi-
sion of  Additional Super-
intendent of  Police Gajen-
dra Singh Jodha, the police 
team monitored the Fort 
area in plain clothes. The 
team included ASI 
Satyanarayan, Navalram, 

Head Constable Chan-
drkaran and Constables 
Manish and Rajesh. Police 
kept watch on people con-
suming alcohol in public 
places, driving vehicles un-
der the influence of  alcohol 
and being involved in anti-
social activities. During 
the action, legal and chal-
lan action was taken 
against 10 identified per-
sons under the relevant le-

gal provisions. SP Dhar-
mendra Singh said that 
Chittorgarh Fort and Vijay 
Stambh are important his-
torical heritage sites of  the 
country. Ensuring the safe-
ty of  tourists and main-
taining law and order in 
these areas is a priority of  
the police. Drinking alco-
hol in public places, driv-
ing under the influence or 
creating a nuisance will 

not be tolerated under any 
circumstances. According 
to the police, such decoy 
operations and special 
campaigns will continue in 
the Fort area as well as at 
other major tourist places 
and public areas of  the dis-
trict. Police appealed to 
tourists and the public to 
follow traffic rules and not 
consume alcohol in public 
places.


