
Indian Independence - Through the British Lens
WHAT 15 AUGUST 1947 MEANT IN LONDON

F or Indians, 15 Au-
gust 1947 is re-
membered as the 

triumph of  freedom after 
decades of  struggle, sacri-
fice and resistance. But 
across the seas, in Lon-
don, the same day repre-
sented something very 
different: the closing chap-

ter of  the British Em-
pire’s most prized posses-
sion.

India was the “Jewel in 
the Crown” — strategi-
cally, economically and 
militarily vital to Britain. 
British narratives often 
highlighted railways, 
English education, law 
and administration as 
evidence of  a “civilising 
mission”. Yet this ac-
count existed alongside 

economic extraction, the 
weakening of  indigenous 
industries, famine poli-
cies and political repres-
sion.

Then came the 
Second World War.

Britain emerged from 
the war economically ex-

hausted and strategically 
weakened. Maintaining 
an empire was becoming 
increasingly expensive. 
Meanwhile, India’s na-
tionalist movement had 
transformed the political 
landscape. The Quit India 
Movement, the sacrifices 
of  freedom fighters, the 
Indian National Army 
and growing political mo-

bilisation made continued 
colonial rule increasingly 
difficult.

By 1946, Britain faced 
another problem: mount-
ing communal tensions 
and the political deadlock 
between the Congress and 
the Muslim League. Parti-
tion increasingly ap-
peared to British policy-
makers as the quickest 

route out of  an escalating 
crisis.

Lord Mountbatten’s ac-
celerated timetable 
brought independence for-
ward — but the haste 
came at an enormous hu-
man cost. Partition trig-
gered one of  history’s 
largest mass migrations 
and unleashed horrific 
communal violence.

Hemraj Tikam 
chand Tiwari
By Special Feature Desk
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The truth lies somewhere deeper
Britain did not leave India simply because it had “completed its mis-
sion”. Nor was independence the result of a single movement or leader. 
It emerged from decades of Indian resistance combined with Britain’s 
post-war economic exhaustion, political pressure and changing global 
realities. The tricolour rose in Delhi not merely because Britain chose 
to leave, but because the cost of continuing to rule India had become 
greater than the cost of surrendering the empire’s crown jewel.

₹389-Crore Development Push 
in Anupgarh as Rajasthan 
Announces Urban Repair Funds
n FAIR REPORT 
JAIPUR

Rajasthan Chief  Minister 
Bhajan Lal Sharma on Fri-
day announced a major fi-
nancial push for urban in-
frastructure, allocating ₹1 
crore to each municipality, 
₹3 crore to each municipal 
council and ₹10 crore to 
each municipal corpora-
tion for essential repair 
works during the monsoon.

During his visit to Anup-
garh in Sri Ganganagar 
district, Sharma inaugu-
rated and laid foundation 
stones for 131 development 
projects worth ₹389 crore. 
He said a committee head-
ed by the district collector 
would identify repair 
works according to local 
requirements.

The Chief  Minister said 
the state government had 
allocated ₹1,567 crore for 
Sri Ganganagar’s overall 
development over the past 
two-and-a-half  years, add-

ing that funds would not be 
a constraint for future pro-
jects. For Anupgarh, Shar-
ma announced the restora-
tion of  the historic Anup-
garh Fort and establish-
ment of  an Additional Su-
perintendent of  Police of-
fice. He also said the DPR 
for the Sri Ganganagar-
Kotputli Greenfield Ex-
pressway was in its final 

stage. The development 
package includes major in-
vestments in irrigation, 
roads, healthcare and rail-
way infrastructure. Works 
include reconstruction 
and restoration of  water-
courses, canal strengthen-
ing and relining, road wid-
ening, and construction of  
ROBs and RUBs. Among 
the projects inaugurated 

were solar power plants 
worth over ₹87 crore, a 
nursing college and hostel 
costing ₹21 crore, health-
care facilities worth ₹21 
crore and FSTPs across 
four towns costing ₹33 
crore.

Foundation stones were 
also laid for a ₹12-crore Kin-
now Centre of  Excellence, 
a new district hospital in 

Anupgarh, multiple sub-
health centres, a digital li-
brary and auditorium in 
Sri Ganganagar, and an 
RDF and compost plant in 
Anupgarh.

Union Minister Arjun 
Ram Meghwal said the re-
gion had benefited signifi-
cantly from road and rail-
way projects under the 
Bharatmala initiative.

Tricolour March in Sadulshahar Draws 
Massive Turnout, CM Bhajan Lal Sharma 
Says ‘Nation First’ Spirit Is Unshakeable
n FAIR REPORT 
SRI GANGANAGAR

Rajasthan Chief  Minis-
ter Bhajan Lal Sharma 
joined a massive Tricol-
our March in Sadulsha-
har on Friday, carrying 
the national flag as patri-
otic slogans echoed 
through the town.

Sharma walked with 
participants from 
Ambedkar Circle to Arut 
Chowk, turning the 
march into a highly vis-
ible display of  national 
pride and public partici-
pation.

Addressing a public 
gathering before the 
march, the Chief  Minis-
ter described the turnout 
as a reflection of  the peo-
ple’s “unwavering patri-
otism” and their commit-
ment to the principle of  
‘Nation First’.

The gathering, he said, 
demonstrated the enthusi-
asm and patriotic resolve 
of  the people, with the Tri-
colour becoming the cen-
tral symbol of  the event.

The march comes 
amid a series of  Inde-
pendence Day-linked 
public programmes 
across Rajasthan, with 

the national flag and 
themes of  patriotism, 
unity and national ser-
vice dominating public 
events.

With Sharma walking 
alongside citizens rather 
than merely addressing 
them from the stage, the 
Sadulshahar event 
sought to turn the mes-
sage of  patriotism into a 
mass public expres-

sion—one that placed the 
Tricolour at the heart of  
the political and civic 
spectacle. For the Ra-
jasthan government, the 
event also offered an op-
portunity to reinforce its 
broader message of  na-
tional pride, collective 
participation and ‘Nation 
First’ as the state pre-
pares to mark Independ-
ence Day.

HOLIDAY NOTICE
The press and offices 
of FAIR REPORT will 

remain closed on 
August 15, 2026, on 

the account of 
Independence Day. 
Therefore, there will 
be no edition of the 
paper on August 16, 

2026.
-EDITOR

Wishing all our valued 
readers a very Happy 
Independence Day!

n FAIR REPORT 
NEW DELHI

The Lok Sabha on Friday 
witnessed a rare moment 
of  collective national sen-
timent as the complete 
rendition of  “Vande Mata-
ram” reverberated 
through the House, filling 
Parliament with a solemn 
patriotic atmosphere.

The rendition marked a 
significant moment in the 
political and cultural his-
tory of  Parliament, bring-
ing MPs across the politi-
cal spectrum together in 
an expression of  national 
pride.

As the familiar opening 
words of  Bankim Chandra 
Chattopadhyay’s iconic 
composition filled the 

chamber, the proceedings 
briefly took on a ceremo-
nial character, with the 
House united in the spirit 
of  patriotism.

The song, written by 
Bankim Chandra Chatto-
padhyay and later adopted 

as India’s National Song, 
has occupied a central 
place in the country’s free-
dom movement. Its early 
verses became a powerful 
symbol of  resistance to co-
lonial rule and were fre-
quently invoked by India’s 

nationalists during the 
struggle for independence.

The rendition in Parlia-
ment comes at a time when 
questions surrounding In-
dia’s freedom movement, 
national symbols and the 
legacy of  the Independence 
era continue to occupy pub-
lic and political discourse. 
For many, the moment was 
more than a ceremonial 
rendition. It served as a re-
minder of  a period when a 
song could become a rally-
ing cry for a nation still 
under colonial rule. From 
the streets of  the freedom 
movement to the floor of  
Parliament, “Vande Mata-
ram” continues to carry 
the memory of  India’s 
struggle for freedom.

Forest Department Cracks Down 
in Jaipur’s Ramganj, 132 Birds 
Rescued from Illegal Captivity

n FAIR REPORT 
JAIPUR

The Rajasthan Forest 
Department has 
launched a crackdown 
on the illegal captivity 
and trade of  protected 
birds, rescuing 132 birds, 
including 99 parrots and 
33 munias, from cages in 
Jaipur’s Ramganj area.

Acting on information 
provided by representa-
tives of  People for Ani-
mals, a Forest Depart-
ment team conducted a 
raid in the Machhli Mar-
ket area of  Ramganj and 
recovered the birds from 
the possession of  
71-year-old Noor Hasan, 
officials said.

The rescued birds in-
cluded 87 Rose-ringed 
Parakeets, 12 Alexan-
drine Parakeets, 16 Red 
Munias and 17 Tricolour 
Munias, according to the 
department.

The operation was 
carried out under the di-
rections of  Principal 
Chief  Conservator of  
Forests and Chief  Wild-
life Warden K.C.A. Arun 
Prasad. A team led by 
Assistant Conservator 
of  Forests Jitendra Sin-
gh Shekhawat, compris-
ing two Range Forest Of-
ficers, forest guards and 
personnel from Ramganj 
police station, partici-
pated in the raid.

A case has been regis-
tered against the ac-
cused under the Wildlife 
(Protection) Act, 1972, 
and further legal pro-
ceedings have been initi-
ated.

The seizure comes 
amid continuing con-
cerns over the illegal cap-
ture, confinement and 
trade of  wild birds in ur-
ban markets. The Forest 
Department said enforce-
ment against wildlife 
trafficking would con-
tinue, signalling tighter 
scrutiny of  establish-
ments and individuals 
involved in the illegal 
possession or trade of  
protected species.

When the Lok Sabha Rose to Vande Mataram: 
Parliament Echoes to the Complete National 

Song in a Moment of National Unity
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The Swarna Jayanti Dwar at the Attari Border Outpost is illuminated in the
Indian tricolour on the eve of the 80th Independence Day in Amritsar, Punjab
on Friday PTI

IN FOCUS

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

The Government has decided to
remove the 12-minute-per-hour cap on
advertisements aired by television
channels, the Information and
Broadcasting ministry said on Friday,
citing sweeping changes in the broad-
casting landscape.

The decision comes months after
the Delhi High Court upheld the
restriction, introduced in 2006, and
ruled that there was “no constitution-
al guarantee of profitability or unlim-
ited monetisation of public resources”.

The restriction, contained in Rule
7(11) of the Cable Television Networks
Rules, 1994, currently bars television
channels from carrying advertise-
ments exceeding 12 minutes in an
hour, including up to 10 minutes of
commercial advertisements and two
minutes of self-promotional content.

In its statement, the ministry
pointed out that in 2006, when the
restriction was introduced, there
were only 62 TV channels, compared
to more than 900 channels at present.

In view of the changes that have
occurred in the TV broadcasting sector,
a need was felt to revisit the stipulations
relating to advertisement duration. In
India, the sector is heavily dependent
on advertising, irrespective of whether

a channel is ‘pay’ or ‘free-to-air’.
Furthermore, there was a non-level
playing field for traditional TV channels
vis-a-vis digital media, where no such
stipulation on advertisement cap reg-
ulation exists,” the statement said.

The decision will come into effect once
the amendment to the Cable Television
Networks Rules, 1994, is notified in the
Gazette, it said, adding that it was
being done “to enable fair competition
and ensure ease of doing business”.

In May, a Delhi High Court bench of
justices Anil Kshetarpal and Amit
Mahajan dismissed petitions by
several general entertainment chan-
nels, news broadcasters and region-
al channels challenging the restric-
tion’s legal validity. The court held that

TRAI acted within its statutory author-
ity in fixing a ceiling of “10+2 minutes
per clock hour” and said the framework
struck a proportionate balance
between broadcasters’ rights and
public interest.

It had observed that spectrum and
airwaves were scarce public resources
held in trust by the State and said the
restriction prevented excessive com-
mercial exploitation while ensuring
their equitable use.

“There is no constitutional guaran-
tee of profitability or unlimited mon-
etisation of public resources,” the
court had said, rejecting broadcasters’
arguments that the cap adversely
affected their advertising revenues
and commercial speech rights. 

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n Ayodhya (UP)

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath on Friday
said unity was essential to
protecting Sanatan traditions,
noting that the country had
suffered because people were
divided and lacked unity.

Addressing a programme
in Ayodhya to commemo-

rate the life and contribution
of late Mahant Paramhans
Ramchandra Das Maharaj,
Adityanath spoke at length
about the Ram
Janmabhoomi movement,
the transformation of
Ayodhya and historical con-
flicts over religious sites,
particularly Sambhal.

He said the country had
suffered because people

were divided and lacked
unity. Adityanath recalled
questioning some clerics
over the use of the word
“animal” for the cow.

“Our Sanatan tradition and
India’s heritage — why did
you call the cow an animal?
And if I used the same word
for you, how would you
feel?” he said, adding that
the clerics replied, “Sir, it was

a mistake.” Adityanath said
he then asked whether it
was a mistake or a deliber-
ate act. “Will you teach us
Hindus how to worship Gau
Mata? None of our rituals is
complete without Gau Mata,”
he said. Adityanath also said
cattle smuggling required
police deployment that
could otherwise be used
elsewhere. “If the smugglers

stop their activities, at least
the police deployed there
can be used somewhere
else,” he said, accusing some
people of creating confu-
sion over the issue.

“If anything was lacking, it
was unity. There was a lack
of the ability to stand togeth-
er, speak in one voice and
move forward together,”
Adityanath said.

Unity essential to protecting Sanatan traditions: Adityanath

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

The provisional answer key
for UGC-NET 2026 will be
published on August 16, the
National Testing Agency (NTA)
said on Friday.

The NTA said the provi-
sional answer keys for CSIR-
NET and ICAR AIEEA (PG) and
AICE (PhD) 2026 will also be
published on the same day
on its website.

“The provisional answer
keys for UGC-NET, CSIR-NET
and ICAR AIEEA (PG) & AICE
(PhD) 2026 will be published
on 16 August 2026 on NTA’s
website,” the NTA said in a
post on X.

The NTA advised candi-
dates to rely only on official
communications from the
testing agency.

The agency conducted the
UGC NET examinations on

June 22, 23, 24, 25, 29, 30, and
a retest on July 5.

UGC-NET is conducted to
determine the eligibility of
candidates for the posts of
Assistant Professor and
admission to PhD pro-
grammes. The examination
consists of two papers: Paper
I, which includes 50 ques-
tions on teaching aptitude,
reasoning abi l i ty ,  and
general awareness, and
Paper II, which contains 100
subject-related multiple-
choice questions.

The Joint CSIR-UGC NET
June 2026 examination were
held on July 17 and 18 in
Computer-Based Test (CBT)
mode to determine the eligi-
bility for the award of Junior
Research Fellowship (JRF),
appointment as assistant pro-
fessor, and admission to Ph.D.
programmes in institutions
across India. 

UGC-NET 2026 provisional answer
key to be out on August 16: NTAGovt to scrap 12-minute

TV advertisement cap

Caste returns to census
after 1931
Currently married, widowed, divorced and sep-
arated women will be asked for the number of
children surviving at present, the number of chil-
dren in the current marriage, and the number
of children born alive in the last one year.

According to a gazette notification issued
earlier this month, population enumeration in
Ladakh and snow-bound non-synchronous areas
of Jammu and Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh and
Uttarakhand, will take place from September 1
to 30. In the rest of the country, the population
enumeration (PE) will begin next year. In January,
the RGI had notified 33 questions for the first
phase of Census 2027, covering houselisting and
housing-related details. The questionnaire includ-
ed a query on whether the head of the household
belonged to the SC, ST or “other” category.

President promises
secure exams amid...
Highlighting the spirit of enterprise among
young citizens, she said youths are increasing-
ly embracing a culture of job creation rather than
job seeking. 

“Many of our youth are embracing the culture
of job creation as they pursue the path of self-
employment. The participation of young entre-
preneurs has led to the creation of a strong start-
up ecosystem in our country. Major global enter-
prises are impressed by the talent and dedica-
tion of Indian youth and entrust them with lead-
ership roles,” she added.

President Murmu also lauded the “unmatched
valour” of the Indian Armed Forces, saying
Operation Sindoor demonstrated the country’s
capability to execute precision counter-terror
operations and sent a firm message that terror
elements and their backers will face conse-
quences regardless of where they hide.

She recalled the anniversary of the military
action alongside historic observances like Kargil
Vijay Diwas, reaffirming India’s tradition of
overcoming forces hostile to humanity.

The President also highlighted the strategic
measures accompanying the counter-terror
posture, describing the decision to suspend the
Indus Waters Treaty with the nation harbouring
terror networks as a “decisive step in the inter-
est of our nation, especially the farmers.”

On internal security, she termed the eradica-
tion of Naxalism a monumental achievement for
the country after decades of struggle.
Highlighting the nation’s civilisational heritage,
the President said that Sarnath, the site of Lord
Buddha’s first sermon, was included in the
UNESCO World Heritage List this year, following
the listing of 12 Maratha military forts last year.

Addressing foreign policy, she reiterated that
peace, dialogue, cooperation, and the ideal of
Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam (the world is one
family) remain the bedrock of India’s internation-
al relations.

The President also touched upon senior care,
pointing out that alongside the world’s largest
young population, India is also seeing a rise in
senior citizens and noted that about six crore
senior citizens aged 70 and above can now avail
of free healthcare services up to Rs 5 lakh per year
under government initiatives, urging society to
remain sensitive and uphold their dignity.

She stressed that guided by the spirit of
Antyodaya, the core resolve of the nation
remains ensuring the fruits of development reach
every individual, even as global warfare and

instability present severe economic headwinds
worldwide. “Atmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan has
further strengthened the foundation of our
economic progress and national security,” she
said. Highlighting internal welfare milestones
over the past decade, the President said that
more than 25 crore people have been lifted out
of poverty and added that nearly 59 crore
account holders have joined the banking system
under the Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana, with
over 32 crore of these account holders being
women, while food security has been ensured
for over 80 crore people through free rations.

Underlining India’s technological leap, she
pointed out that the country has developed the
world’s largest and best digital infrastructure,
accounting for more than half of global real-time
digital transactions.

Highlighting the demographic dividend, the
President said that 65 per cent of the country’s
population is below the age of 35, describing the
youth as India’s “most valuable asset.” Women’s
empowerment remained a central theme of her
address. Celebrating achievements ranging
from rural self-help groups to high-altitude
defence, she said that the initial target of creat-
ing three crore ‘Lakhpati Didis’ has been
achieved, with the government now pushing
towards a goal of creating three crore more.

Airbus flags hydraulics
failure in AI2379...
The simultaneous failure of all three hydraulic
systems is considered an unusual development
and is now a central focus of the investigation.
Airbus has not yet established what caused the
systems to fail in such rapid succession.

Hydraulic power is essential to the operation
of the A320’s primary flight controls. The eleva-
tors control the aircraft’s pitch, the ailerons
control its roll, and spoilers alter lift and drag to
help control the aircraft’s speed and descent.
Airbus said the A320’s hydraulic systems are
designed with redundancy, meaning the loss of
one system would not normally cause a signifi-
cant loss of flight control. The unusual feature of
this incident was the near-simultaneous disrup-
tion of all three systems. Airbus has not yet estab-
lished why the three hydraulic systems were
affected. The aircraft’s autopilot subsequently dis-
connected as the flight-control systems were dis-
rupted. The co-pilot, who was flying the aircraft,
then pushed his side-stick forward after stall
warnings were reportedly generated in the
cockpit. A stall occurs when an aircraft’s wings
are no longer producing sufficient lift to main-
tain controlled flight. In such a situation, pushing
the nose down is a standard recovery action
designed to reduce the angle of attack and restore
airflow over the wings.

However, the co-pilot’s control input initially
produced no corresponding nose-down move-
ment because the aircraft’s hydraulic systems
were unavailable. The aircraft’s flight controls
became responsive only after all three hydraulic
systems recovered several seconds later.

The findings provide the clearest indication so
far of what happened during the critical seconds
of the August 4 incident, but investigators are still
examining the aircraft’s systems, sensors, wiring,
maintenance history and recorded flight data
before determining the underlying cause.

The incident injured 24 people, with 17 requir-
ing hospitalisation. The aircraft was carrying 137
passengers and eight crew members.

The manufacturer has asked Air India to
conduct further inspections, including checks of

the hydraulic systems, pressure sensors, switch-
es and wiring. Recent maintenance involving the
hydraulic systems is also being examined. Airbus
has additionally asked for inspections for possi-
ble structural damage after the aircraft experi-
enced forces above specified limits.

The Aircraft Accident Investigation Bureau
(AAIB) is leading the investigation, with assistance
from Airbus and France’s BEA. Investigators are
examining the aircraft, maintenance records,
flight-data recorder, cockpit voice recorder and
other technical evidence.

Air India initially described the event as turbu-
lence-related but later referred to a sudden loss
of altitude. The AAIB has cautioned against
drawing conclusions before the investigation is
complete. The captain’s drug screening has also
received attention after a preliminary test
returned a non-negative result for a psychoactive
substance. However, investigators have not
established any connection between the result
and the altitude loss. The Airbus findings confirm
that the aircraft temporarily lost important
flight-control functions, but they do not identi-
fy the underlying cause. Investigators will now
determine whether a component failure, sensor
or wiring problem, maintenance issue, cockpit
input or another factor caused the unusual
hydraulic disruption.

Until the AAIB completes its investigation, the
Airbus assessment remains preliminary and
should not be treated as a final explanation of
the incident.

Uttarakhand: 7 dead in
Chamoli tunnel accident
He also visited the 12 injured workers admitted
to a hospital in Chamoli.

The National Disaster Response Force (NDRF),
State Disaster Response Force (SDRF), Indo-
Tibetan Border Police (ITBP), police, and other
technical and specialist teams are engaged in the
relief and rescue operation. Due to debris and
water in the tunnel, the operation is being carried
out with utmost caution and coordination.
Garhwal range Inspector General of Police Rajiv
Swaroop said that difficulties are being faced in
the rescue operation due to continuous rain, but
they are confident that the operation will be suc-
cessful. The district magistrate along with
Garhwal MP Anil Baluni, is monitoring the
rescue operation at the site. The DM has direct-
ed officials to ensure the effective use of all nec-
essary resources and technical assistance to
search for the missing people.

Drug kingpin Basoya
extradited
Reacting on the extradition Union Minister for
Home Affairs, Amit Shah posted on X: “Modi Govt
is relentlessly tracking down drug traffickers
hiding abroad and destroying their entire
ecosystem with a ruthless approach. Creating a
new milestone in the policy of zero tolerance
against narcotics, the NCB secured the return of
fugitive drug kingpin Virender Singh Basoya from
the UAE. By tracing the criminal through a top-
to-bottom and bottom-to-top approach, our
agencies have once again proven that no matter
where drug traffickers hide, they cannot escape
the long arm of Indian law.”

Investigators say 50-year-old Basoya, a busi-
nessman based in Dubai and originally from
Delhi’s Sarojini Nagar, allegedly funded and ran
a transnational drug syndicate. In 2024, Delhi

Police seized 1,289 kg of cocaine and about 40
kg of hydroponic Thai marijuana. The drugs were
reportedly smuggled through pharmaceutical
companies in south India and Gujarat, using five
real firms and three shell companies, and then
sent as medicine packages to Delhi-NCR.

Basoya is also linked to a Rs 6,000-crore
mephedrone case in Pune from February 2024,
where about 1,837 kg were seized. He left for
Dubai soon after the Pune raid and continued
running the network from there. He is reported-
ly a close associate of Sandeep Dhunia, the main
accused in the Delhi case, who later escaped to
Pakistan. Basoya’s younger son, Rishab Basoya
(25), along with Ritik Bajaj, Pramod, and Vikas
Rane, were previously declared proclaimed
offenders. Authorities are reportedly working on
extraditing Rishab. Out of the 19 people named
in the Delhi Police chargesheet against the cartel,
14 have already been arrested. 

Investigators plan to question him about inter-
national supply routes, money laundering, and
other local accomplices. Basoya will be produced
before a special court in New Delhi as the inves-
tigation continues. 

NIA seizes Punjab plots in
narco-terror case
“By using anti-terror laws instead of regular
crime statutes to target these assets, the NIA
is making it clear that the financial side of
narco-terrorism is now a main focus. The inves-
tigation is still ongoing, with attention on the
remaining money trails and the overseas
links that have kept this network running for
almost ten years”, senior officials said.

What began as a small drug bust by Gujarat
ATS in 2018 has now uncovered a complex
international network that reaches Pakistan,
Dubai, Italy, Australia, the UAE, Thailand, Iran,
and Afghanistan. Pakistani fishing boats
brought about 500 kg of high-purity heroin,
worth ?1,500 crore internationally, into the
waters near Jakhau and Salaya between March
and May 2018. From Gujarat, the drugs moved
north to Punjab, where local groups stored,
processed, and distributed them. The NIA
says Dubai was the main planning centre.
Pakistani handlers, especially Haji Saab, also
known as Bhaijaan, led the operation. 

The NIA identified key overseas players, such
as Simranjeet Singh Sandhu in Italy and Tanvir
Singh Bedi in Australia, who managed logistics.
Indian operatives took care of warehouses and
hawala transfers, turning drug profits into
funds for LeT. Anwar Masih managed the
Punjab side of the network and was named in
a 2022 chargesheet for distribution offences.

The Special Task Force (STF) of the Punjab
Police had already arrested Masih in 2020 for
another case involving 194 kg of heroin linked
to a processing facility in the same Akash Vihar
area. Now, investigators have connected some
assets to the larger terror-financing network,
turning a local drug case into a national secu-
rity issue.

This is the second major property seizure in
this case this year. In June, the NIA seized a
house in Amritsar’s Holy City area linked to
another suspect, Ankush Kapoor. So far, 26
people have been arrested, and several more
chargesheets have been filed in Ahmedabad.
The NIA has used its findings to put financial
pressure on the network. However, leaders
based in other countries remain free, showing
how difficult it is to dismantle networks that
span borders. 

The children of 1947
remember the day...
The Chopra family boarded a train for Delhi, a
journey that took a full week in those chaotic
days. What awaited them was not relief but
refugee camps and a new kind of struggle. The
struggle to simply begin again. 

For flourishing businessman, Jasbir Pal Singh,
memories carry a different texture, though the
fear runs just as deep. He was eight, living com-
fortably in Peshawar, where his father was prin-
cipal of Khalsa School and Hindus and Sikhs were
a small minority among their Muslim neighbours.

Rioting and violence commenced. It was his
father’s Muslim friends who ultimately saved
them. Those quiet bonds helped the family slip
out of Peshawar and reach Dehradun. But
safety brought its own battles. Jasbir knew only
Urdu and Gurumukhi, languages that meant
nothing in a Dehradun classroom. He struggled,
alone with an alphabet that refused to make
sense. And then he topped his class.

For Tilak Raj Madan, the story of partition is not
something he learned from history books. It is
a story he heard from his father, Laxmi Chand,
in the form of loriyan (bedtime stories and mem-
ories) that were passed down to him when he
was young. Those stories began in a refugee tent
near Kalkaji Mandir in south Delhi, where the
family had arrived after losing almost everything
in the Partition of India in 1947.

What may have sounded like a story before
sleep was, in reality, the painful truth of a family
uprooted from its home, separated from loved
ones and forced to begin life again from nothing.

The Madan family originally belonged to
Shorkot, Khanewal, in the Jhang-Migyana district,
now in Pakistan. Before the partition, theirs was
a settled and respectable life. Tilak Raj’s father,
Laxmi Chand, was engaged in the cotton busi-
ness and also ran a popular sweet shop.  The
announcement of partition transformed that cer-
tainty into fear and displacement. Almost
overnight, a place that had been home for gen-
erations became a place from which the family
was forced to flee.

Laxmi Chand left with his three brothers and
three sisters, along with his wife, Krishnawanti.
There was no time to gather everything they
owned or to make plans for a new life. They had
to leave behind their home, businesses, posses-
sions, memories and the community that had
shaped their lives.

They did not leave because they wanted to
start afresh. They left because they had no choice.
“We had everything in our village,” Tilak Raj
remembers with emotion his father told him the
story of partition. Among the deepest wounds
carried by the family was the separation from
one of their sisters, who remained behind in
Pakistan during the migration. For those who
crossed the border, the journey to India meant
leaving behind not only property but people.
Some separations lasted years. Some lasted
forever. Reaching India did not mean the suffer-
ing was over. The family arrived in Delhi as
refugees and spent their early years around the
Kalkaji Mandir area, living in a refugee camp.
Seven members of the family, including their
mother and three sisters, endured difficult con-
ditions. They lived in tents and struggled for food
and the basic necessities of life.

As Tilak Raj grew older, around the age of 15,
the family slowly began rebuilding its livelihood.
Eventually, they entered the catering and sweets
business in the Nehru Place area to carry the
legacy of his father. There were no shortcuts.
There was only hard work.
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
n New Delhi

Union Health Minister JP
Nadda was admitted to AIIMS
Delhi after he experienced
uneasiness, the hospital said
on Friday. Nadda underwent a
coronary angiography after
being admitted on Thursday.
He is currently stable and
admitted for observation in the
cardiology department, it said.

“Union Health Minister JP
Nadda was evaluated for
uneasiness with tests, includ-
ing a coronary angiography on
the evening of August 13, 2026.
He is currently stable and
admitted for observation in
the Dept of Cardiology, AIIMS,”

the hospital said in a state-
ment. Nadda’s hospitalisation
came hours after the Monsoon
Session of Parliament con-
cluded on Thursday. 

The Congress on Thursday
condemned the "purification"
of the rally venue in
Uttarakhand's Haldwani after
a public meeting addressed by
party chief Mallikarjun Kharge
and alleged that the incident
reflected the "anti-Dalit"
mindset of the BJP and RSS.

Union health minister
Nadda hospitalised
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‘Division Is Happening Around Us Every Day’: RSS Leader 
Babulal at Jaipur Partition Remembrance Event

n FAIR REPORT 
JAIPUR

The legacy of  the Parti-
tion of  India and what 
its memory means for 
contemporary society 
came into sharp focus at 
a programme organised 
in Jaipur on Partition 
Horrors Remembrance 
Day, where RSS Jaipur 
provincial pracharak 
Babulal called for great-
er vigilance against what 
he described as “divi-
sion” taking place in so-
ciety.

The programme, or-
ganised by the Akhil 
Bharatiya Sahitya Pari-
shad, Jaipur, at the Shri 
Narad Auditorium of  
Pathey Bhavan, featured 

a theatrical adaptation 
of  Aur Desh Bant Gaya, 
based on the historical 
work of  RSS writer and 
thinker H. V. Seshadri, 
followed by a seminar.

Addressing the gather-
ing, Babulal began with 
the idea of  Akhand 
Bharat and argued that 
while the Partition trag-
edy occurred historical-
ly in 1947, its conse-
quences and forms of  
social division continue 
to be visible.

He spoke about the po-
litical and communal 
circumstances preceding 
Partition and referred to 
accounts of  violence and 
displacement during the 
creation of  Pakistan. He 

also argued that Indian 
cinema has not adequate-

ly portrayed the violence 
suffered by Hindus dur-

ing Partition.
Babulal further ques-

tioned the political deci-
sions surrounding Parti-
tion and criticised what 
he described as the “com-
pulsions” acknowledged 
by the leadership after 
Pakistan’s creation.

Turning to contempo-
rary India, he expressed 
concern over demo-
graphic trends among 
Hindus and said the 
younger generation 
needed to remain con-
nected with its cultural 
inheritance and values. 
Referring to recent youth 
mobilisation in Delhi, he 
cautioned against what 
he described as attempts 
by “anti-national ele-
ments” to influence 
young people.

“We need to look 
around us, where divi-
sion is happening every 
day,” he said, urging peo-
ple to uphold their values 
while placing the nation 
first.

The highlight of  the 
event was a performance 
of  Aur Desh Bant Gaya 
by students of  Aditi Ma-
havidyalaya, Delhi, de-
picting the human trage-
dy of  Partition. The per-
formance received appre-
ciation from the audi-
ence.

State joint general sec-
retary Dr Om Prakash 
Bhargava said the pro-
gramme was organised 
as part of  the run-up to 
the forthcoming Lok 

Manthan event. Writers, 
academics, educators and 
journalists from across 
Rajasthan attended.

The Parishad’s state 
general secretary Vishnu 
Sharma Harihar high-
lighted its initiatives in 
folk, youth and children’s 
literature, while welcom-
ing remarks and a vote of  
thanks were delivered by 
Radha Govind Karol.

Several prominent lit-
erary and academic fig-
ures, including Dr Vipin 
Chandra, Mool Chand 
Arya, Shyam Singh, Prof  
Nand Kishore Pandey, Dr 
Indu Shekhar Tatpurush, 
Prof  Alpana Kateja and 
Dr Jitendra Kumar Sin-
gh, were present.

Haripura Health Centre Inauguration Raises Questions 
Over Protocol, Farmer Leader Seeks Clarification

n FAIR REPORT 
HANUMANGARH/SANGARIA: 

The inauguration of  a new-
ly established health cen-
tre in Haripura village has 
triggered a political and 
administrative controver-
sy, with farmer leader 
Balkaur Singh Dhillon 
seeking clarification from 
the district administration 
and the Rajasthan Legisla-
tive Assembly Speaker 
over the protocol followed 
at the event.

Dhillon said the Haripu-
ra health centre was sanc-
tioned during the previous 
Congress government after 
efforts were made to secure 
the project through a per-
sonal meeting with then 
Chief  Minister Ashok Ge-
hlot. He questioned the cir-
cumstances under which 
the government facility 
was inaugurated by a per-
son who is no longer the 
sitting MLA from the con-

stituency.The issue, he 
said, was not about an indi-
vidual but about the insti-
tutional dignity attached to 
an elected office and re-
spect for the mandate of  
voters.

Sangaria is currently 
represented by Congress 

MLA Abhimanyu Poonia, 
who was elected by the peo-
ple of  the constituency. 
Dhillon questioned wheth-
er a former MLA, who does 
not currently hold the 
elected mandate, can offi-
cially inaugurate a govern-
ment health facility.

“Who has the authority 
to inaugurate a govern-
ment institution is ulti-
mately a question of  proto-
col and democratic propri-
ety,” Dhillon said, demand-
ing that the district admin-
istration make its position 
clear.

He has sought a specific 
clarification from the Dis-
trict Collector on whether 
a former legislator is au-
thorised under existing 
government rules to inau-
gurate such a facility. If  
such a provision exists, he 
demanded that the relevant 
rule or protocol be made 
public. If  not, he ques-
tioned the basis on which 
the inauguration pro-
gramme was organised.

Dhillon has also urged 
the Rajasthan Assembly 
Speaker to take cognisance 
of  the matter and seek an 
explanation from the con-
cerned department and 
district administration. He 
said clear guidelines 
should be issued regarding 
the role of  sitting elected 
representatives in inaugu-
ration ceremonies of  gov-
ernment institutions.

“Government schemes 
and institutions are not the 

private property of  any in-
dividual or political party. 
They are created with pub-
lic money,” Dhillon said, 
adding that such pro-
grammes should respect 
the office and dignity of  
the elected representative 
who currently holds the 
public mandate.

At the heart of  the con-
troversy is therefore not 
merely who inaugurated 
the health centre, but 
whether established ad-
ministrative protocol was 
followed in recognising the 
authority of  the current 
elected representative.

Dhillon said that in a de-
mocracy, “it is not the indi-
vidual but the office and 
the people’s mandate that 
must remain supreme.” He 
called upon the adminis-
tration to put the facts and 
applicable rules on record 
and bring the matter to a 
clear conclusion.

Wards; OBCs Denied 
21% Quota, Lottery 

on August 17
n FAIR REPORT 
JAIPUR

Rajasthan’s urban local 
body elections are set to 
enter a decisive phase as 
the reservation lottery 
for 10,245 wards across 
309 municipal bodies will 
be drawn on August 17, 
determining the caste-
based composition of  lo-
cal governance for the 
next term.

The draw will fix reser-
vations for Scheduled 
Castes, Scheduled Tribes 
and Other Backward 
Classes in each civic 
body, while also finalis-
ing the distribution of  
3,356 seats reserved for 
women councillors — 33 
per cent of  wards in eve-
ry category, as mandated 
by law.

However, the numbers 

have already stirred con-
troversy before the lot-
tery even begins. Of  the 
10,245 wards, only 1,933 
— just 18.86 per cent — 
have been earmarked for 
OBC candidates, falling 
short of  the 21 per cent 
quota the community has 
long demanded. OBC 
leaders have flagged the 
shortfall not merely in 
ward-level representa-
tion but also in reserva-
tions for urban body 
chief  posts and district 
chief  positions, warning 
that the gap could trigger 
fresh disputes once the 
draw is conducted.

With 6,123 wards re-
maining unreserved and 
the political stakes high 
ahead of  the polls, all 
eyes will be on Jaipur 
come August 17.
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The Supreme Court on Friday quashed the criminal
defamation complaint and summons issued by 
a trial court against Congress leader Rahul Gandhi for his
remarks against Hindutva ideologue Vinayak Damodar
Savarkar, saying the required sanction under the 
law was not obtained.

The defamation case stems from Gandhi’s comments on
Savarkar made on November 17, 2022 during his Bharat
Jodo Yatra at a rally in Maharashtra’s Akola district.

Allowing Gandhi’s plea, a bench of Justices Dipankar
Datta and Sheel Nagu noted that the criminal proceedings
lacked sanction required under the law to prosecute the
Leader of the Opposition in this case.

Under Section 196 CrPC, sanction of the state
Government is mandatory to take cognisance of an offence
under Section 153A IPC (promotion of enmity between
groups). “Additional Solicitor General and advocate for
complainant, in the affidavit filed by UP,
submits there is no disclosure of sanction.

In such view of the matter, the complaint 
and orders passed by magistrate stands quashed,” the
bench said. The top court had earlier censured 
Gandhi for “irresponsible” remarks on Savarkar 
at a rally in Maharashtra but stayed the criminal
proceedings against him. (PTI)

SC quashes criminal defamation
complaint against Rahul Gandhi

Odisha: Man gets life for
raping girl last year

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi 

Voicing concern over the
circulation of clips of court
proceedings on social media
without adequate context,
Chief Justice of India Surya
Kant has said that his oral
remarks were “misquoted”
and misused with “mali-
cious intent” to mislead the
youth of the country.

On May 15, 2026, the CJI,
while hearing a case in the
Supreme Court, had com-
pared certain individuals
with fraudulent degrees to
“cockroaches” who become
social media or RTI activists
to attack the system.

The CJI ’s  comment
sparked widespread youth
backlash, inspiring the satir-
ical  online movement
“Cockroach Janta Party” (CJP).

In an interview with DD
News, the CJI said clips of
court proceedings are being
circulated nowadays on
social media without ade-
quate context.

CJI Kant said whatever
happened was truly unfor-
tunate and clarified that he
could never imagine such
things regarding the people

involved.
“My comment was mis-

quoted and misused. What
was not said is presented as
though it was said. This is
extremely unfortunate.
Particularly, it is a major
malicious attempt to
mislead the youth of the
country,” the CJI said.

Asking the media to report
responsibly on judicial pro-
ceedings, the CJI said every
citizen has a duty to main-
tain harmony in society.

“You are on social media,
print media or any form of

media or you are simply a
citizen. All of us have rights
and constitutional duty and
responsibilities.

“When we speak of rights,
we must also possess the
capacity to fulfil our obliga-
tions. Therefore, I would
urge them to keep their
responsibilities in mind; we
must all make tireless efforts
to ensure that harmony pre-
vails in society,” he said.

The over-a-month-long
CJP-led protests at the Jantar
Mantar against the NEET-
UG paper leak led to a clash

between the agitators and
police on July 20, which left
several individuals from
both sides injured. The
protests resulted in the res-
ignation of Dharmendra
Pradhan as the Union educa-
tion minister.

The CJI also referred to his
recent order barring the
unauthorised dissemina-
tion, reposting, uploading
and monetisation of audio
and video recordings of judi-
cial proceedings on social
media and other digital plat-
forms.

CJI flags misuse of court clips SC backs Chandrababu
Naidu in Amaravati case
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi 

The Supreme Court on Friday
refused to interfere with the
Andhra Pradesh High Court
order quashing a case against
Chief Minister N Chandrababu
Naidu and minister P
Narayana in connection with
alleged irregularities in the
land pooling scheme in
capital Amaravati. 

A bench of Chief Justice
Surya Kant and Justices
Joymalya Bagchi and V
Mohana said it is not inclined
to interfere with the high
court order and clarified that
the outcome of the petition
will not have bearing on
other cases, which should be
adjudicated on its own
merits.

Senior advocate Ranjit
Kumar, appearing for Alla
Rama Krishna Reddy, sub-
mitted that there were large-
scale irregularities in the case
which involved land of
around 30,000 acres of over
25,000 farmers. 

The bench told Kumar, “On
the larger issue of farmers, we
are with you. Whatever they
are entitled to, we will

protect.” 
The CJI, however, pointed

out that the present criminal
proceedings were at the
instance of a political rival and
no farmer had come forward.

“Political battles should not
be fought in court,” the CJI
told Kumar and disposed of
the petition filed by 
Reddy challenging the 
July 15 order of the high court
at Amaravati.

The FIR was registered
under the Prevention of
Corruption Act on March 12,
2021, following a complaint by
then MLA Alla Rama Krishna
Reddy over the land pooling
scheme announced as per a
2016 Government order. 

Gujarat HC orders DCP transfer
for impartial probe into assault
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n Ahmedabad

The Gujarat High Court on
Friday observed that the
deputy commissioner of
police (DCP) who allegedly
slapped and beat handcuffed
accused persons in public in
Surat must be immediately
transferred to ensure an
impartial probe into the inci-
dent. A division bench of
Chief Justice Sunita Agarwal
and Justice DN Ray took up a
suo motu PIL over the July 14
incident, after taking cogni-
sance of a written complaint
filed by a lawyer.

The case stems from an
incident in which a deputy
commissioner of police (DCP)
and a group of policemen
were allegedly seen in video
footage parading the hand-
cuffed accused persons pub-
licly and subjecting them to
repeated physical assault.

The Government pleader
informed the bench that the

issue had come to the atten-
tion of the Director General of
Police, who ordered an
inquiry under the assistant
commissioner of police
(crime), and statements of all
people identified in the
videos have been recorded.

Chief Justice Agarwal, in
her oral remarks, observed
that the preliminary inquiry
into the incident cannot be
impartial if the police officer
in question is in his post.

“Apart from the people
present on the spot, there
must be some police person-
nel who were witnesses. They
will not speak. He is such a

senior officer, and he did
something unacceptable. You
continue with your prelimi-
nary inquiry, but you will
have to transfer him. He
should be posted somewhere
else,” the court noted.

The incident took place in
a public place, and everybody
saw it, and videos were also
circulated, she said.

The matter will be heard
next on August 21.

The amicus curiae submit-
ted that the state home
department had issued a cir-
cular dated May 7 following
two High Court orders on
similar incidents.

Calcutta HC seeks balance between
census duties and students’ education
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n Kolkata

The Calcutta High Court on
Friday said it wants both the
Census exercise and educa-
tion of students to continue
smoothly, while hearing peti-
tions by school teachers who
claimed difficulties in per-
forming Census duties within
the prescribed timings.

A section of teachers chal-
lenged a Government notifi-
cation appointing them as
enumerators and supervi-
sors for the Census exercise.

Justice Krishna Rao said
the court wanted the Census
work to continue without
affecting the education of
students, but the administra-
tion should ensure that those
assigned the task are able to
perform it despite their per-
sonal difficulties. The petition-
ers contended that they have
to travel long distances to
their respective schools and,
with only Sunday as a weekly

holiday, find it difficult to
perform Census duties within
the prescribed timings.

“If a teacher is working 10
am to 4 pm everyday, coming
from 40 or 60 km away, and
gets a holiday only on Sunday,
do they need to work on
that day for some remunera-
tion for the Census?” the
court asked. Justice Rao said
if teachers were required to
undertake Census work
during weekends, he would
also seek the Chief Justice’s
approval to sit on Saturdays

and Sundays, as several peti-
tions, including those related
to the Special Intensive
Revision (SIR), were pending
before the court.

The court’s observations
came after the West Bengal
Government’s counsel sub-
mitted that the notification
clearly stated that Census
work should be carried out
in a manner that does not
affect academic activities in
schools and should be
undertaken after class hours
or during weekends.

SC slams BCI’s move against NALSAR students, says they have right to protest
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi 

“It’s a dialogue between stu-
dents and me,” Chief Justice
of India Surya Kant said on
Friday as he sharply pulled up
the Bar Council of India for its
order that the 2026 graduates
of Hyderabad’s NALSAR
University of Law not be
enrolled as advocates fol-
lowing their objections to
his proposed campus visit. 

Students have a right to
protest, the CJI-led bench
said a day after the BCI direct-
ed all state bar councils not
to enrol any 2026 graduate of
the university until further
orders.  The order was
reversed within hours after

an uproar on social media.
“It’s a dialogue between

students and me. Who are
they (BCI) to interfere? This is
totally uncalled for,” the chief
justice said after a plea chal-
lenging the BCI’s circular was
mentioned before it for
urgent hearing.

“I myself, in my student
days, was actively involved in
student activities,” he said.

The bench, also including
Justices Joymalya Bagchi and
V Mohana, asked NALSAR to
tell  its students to get
enrolled as advocates at the
earliest and said, “We will
empanel them for legal aid
cases.” A section of students
of the premier law institute
had written to the vice chan-

cellor, registrar and profes-
sors of the institution, oppos-
ing any proposal to invite the
CJI as chief guest to the
varsity’s convocation, the
date of which is yet to be
announced.

“Assuming even if they
(students) are wrong, they
have a right to protest. BCI

does not have any business in
this,” the bench said, terming
the BCI’s action “absolutely
unnecessary”. 

Observing that students
have the right to protest
peacefully and nobody can
stop them from doing so,
the apex court asked the
BCI’s counsel whether a

meeting of the council was
convened to take a resolu-
tion like that. The matter
was posted for hearing after
two weeks.  The court has
issued notice to the BCI,
seeking its response within
two weeks on the plea chal-
lenging the circular issued
by the apex bar body.

“Issue notice.  In  the
meanwhile, no punitive
action shall be taken against
the students or faculty of
the NALSAR University of
Law at the instance of the
B C I  o r  a n y  s t a t e  b a r
council,” the bench said.

The counsel appearing for
the BCI told the bench that
the circular has been with-
drawn.  Senior advocate K

Parameshwar, who men-
tioned the matter, told the
bench that the BCI had issued
orders taking action against
the students of NALSAR. A BCI
member from Kerala has
opposed such a circular being
issued. 

In the first circular, BCI
chairperson Manan Kumar
Mishra said it was examining
allegations regarding a cam-
paign against CJI Kant’s par-
ticipation in the university’s
convocation and had sought
a report identifying those
responsible. The apex statu-
tory body for lawyers said a
final decision in the matter
would be taken on August 19
after considering the mater-
ial placed before it.

SC stays Madras HC order on Karur jobs
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi 

In a relief for the Tamil Nadu
Government, the Supreme
Court on Friday stayed an
order of the Madras High
Court which quashed Chief
Minister C Joseph Vijay’s
order providing Government
jobs to relatives of people
who died in a stampede at
Karur last year.

On July 10, Chief Minister
Vijay distributed appointment
orders to 31 relatives of those
who died in the stampede on
September 27, 2025 at Karur.

The stampede occurred at
a rally addressed by Vijay,
leaving 41 people dead and
over 60 injured.

A bench of Justices JB
Pardiwala and K Vinod
Chandran issued notice 
to the petitioners who chal-
lenged the Government 
order and others.

“Who are you to question
the policy of the Government?
Suppose the sole member
died in the tragedy, shouldn’t
the Government give some

employment to son or daugh-
ter? the bench told the PIL
petitioner who had chal-
lenged state Government
order. The top court’s order
came on a petition filed by the
State and others challenging
the high court’s judgment.

The Madras High Court on
July 27 had quashed Vijay’s
order providing Government
jobs to relatives of people
who died in the stampede,

observing that it  will  
open floodgates of similar
demands.

A division bench compris-
ing Justices CV Karthikeyan
and R Sakthivel of the high
court had held that it was not
appropriate to overlook the
needs of many who are
waiting to get compassionate
appointments in Government
departments.

The High Court had noted

that the exercise of executive
power must be within the
Constitutional limits.

The high court’s Madurai
Bench cited instances of loss
of lives in accidents at fire-
work units and also due to
motor accidents.

In such cases, the kin of
victims are provided ex-gratia
and not jobs on compassion-
ate grounds. Also, the court
said the order providing
Government jobs to kin of
stampede victims will open
“floodgates” for others to
seek similar employment.

The counsel for petition-
e r s  c h a l l e n g i n g  t h e
Government’s order had
contended that about 3.9
million young people in
T a m i l  N a d u  r e m a i n  
unemployed and around
two million candidates
a p p l y  f o r  c o m p e t i t i v e
recruitment exams.

Providing Government
jobs outside the regular
recruitment process was
unfair and inconsistent with
constitutional principles,
they contended.

POCSO case: Delhi HC rejects doubts
over homeless minor’s testimony in case
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi 

The Delhi High Court has
refused to interfere with the
conviction of a man accused
of sodomising an 11-year-old
homeless boy, asserting that
a child surviving on the streets
cannot be expected to share
details of date, time or cloth-
ing with the same accuracy as
a witness living in a settled
environment.

In a judgement passed 
on the accused’s appeal 
on August 10, Justice
Chandrasekharan Sudha
upheld the trial court’s August
2025 decision to convict him
under Section 377 (unnatural
offences) IPC and Section 6
(Punishment for aggravated
penetrative sexual assault)
of the POCSO Act.

The judge, however, mod-
ified the trial court’s 20-year
jail term to ten years on the
grounds that at the time of the
offence, the corresponding

sentence was a decade.
Section 6 POCSO Act

became punishable with a
minimum term of 20 years
with effect from August 16,
2019. The minor alleged that
in November 2016, the
accused sexually assaulted
him while he was sleeping
under a railway bridge at
Kashmere Gate.

The incident was reported
on the police helpline by
some social workers, who
had organised a programme
in the area for providing
free medical aid to the
homeless, after the minor

informed them about it.
The accused’s counsel

claimed that he had been
falsely implicated. He argued
that the prosecution failed to
prove the boy was under 12
years of age and that there
were several inconsistencies
in his testimony regarding
the incident and the dress he
was wearing.

Rejecting the defence, the
court said the boy’s inability
to state his exact age or date
of birth or other specific
details would not benefit the
accused. It said although in his
testimony, the survivor

claimed that he was about 15
years of age, given his social
background, it was “unrealis-
tic” to expect him to know his
exact age.

The school record showed
his date of birth as October 12,
2005, making him 11 years old
at the time of the incident, the
court observed.

The court stated that the
accused’s identity,  the
place of  incident ,  the
nature of the sexual assault
and the sequence of events
immediately after the inci-
dent remained substan-
tially unchanged through-
out all versions testified by
the minor boy.

The discrepancies with
respect to the exact time, the
description and colour of the
clothes worn by the boy, the
precise order in which the
NGO workers and the police
reached the spot, etc, do not
“detract from the consistent
allegation of forcible anal
intercourse”, it stated.

A fast-track court in Odisha’s Angul district sentenced a 23-
year-old man to life imprisonment for raping a girl in May
last year, an official said on Friday.

The Ad-hoc Additional District & Sessions Judge-cum-Fast
Track Special Court on Thursday pronounced its judgment
and imposed a fine of `30,000 on the convict, Satyabrata
Mishra alias Kalia.

If he fails to pay the fine, the convict will undergo
imprisonment for another year, the Government counsel
said. The court directed that upon realisation of the fine
amount, the entire sum will be paid to the victim.

It also directed the authorities concerned to pay `7 lakh
compensation to the victim under the provisions of the
POCSO Act. The court convicted Mishra under the provisions
of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS), the Protection of
Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act and the SC & ST
(Prevention of Atrocities) Act, the Government counsel said.

The convict lured the seven-year-old girl to a deserted
place near their village before he committed the crime.

According to the prosecution, the incident took place on
May 19, 2025. The victim’s mother lodged a complaint the
next day, and the police arrested Mishra on May 22.

Days before the incident, the convict had also sexually
assaulted the minor. (PTI)
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Full ‘Vande Mataram’ 
played ahead of and after 

President Murmu’s 
Independence Day address
n FAIR REPORT 
NEW DELHI
 In a first, the full version 
of  “Vande Mataram”, re-
cently accorded the same  
legal protection as the 
national anthem, was 
played ahead of  and at 
the conclusion of  Presi-
dent Droupadi Murmu’s 
address to the nation on 
the eve of  the 80th Inde-
pendence Day on Friday. 
The rendition of  the na-
tional song was followed 
by the national anthem. 
In her address, the Presi-
dent recalled the pivotal 
role played by the nation-
al song during India’s 
freedom struggle. Indi-
anews analysis “During 
our freedom struggle, 
people with diverse ide-
ologies were united by 
one common goal – In-
dia’s independence. Dur-
ing the Swadeshi Move-
ment, the song Vande 
Mataram became a song 
of  the masses,” she said.

Paying tributes to the 
leaders of  the independ-
ence movement, Presi-
dent Murmu said, 
“Countless Indians 
plunged themselves into 
our freedom struggle un-
der the leadership of  the 
Father of  the Nation, 
Mahatma Gandhi. Baba-

saheb Dr Bhimrao 
Ambedkar embodied the 
highest ideals of  social 
reform and patriotism. I 
humbly bow to all those 
great sons and daughters 
of  Bharat Mata whose 
ideals guided our coun-
try to its freedom and its 
progress thereafter.”

The President on 
Tuesday gave assent to 
the Prevention of  Insults 
to National Honour 
(Amendment) Bill, 2026, 
which grants “Vande Ma-
taram” the same legal 
status as the national an-
them, “Jana Gana 
Mana”.

The Bill was cleared 
by the Rajya Sabha on 
July 29 before being 
passed by the Lok Sabha 
on July 30.

Under the amended 
law, intentionally dis-
rupting or preventing 
the singing of  “Vande 
Mataram” is a criminal 
offence punishable with 
up to three years of  im-
prisonment, a fine, or 
both. Repeat convictions 
carry a mandatory mini-
mum sentence of  one 
year in prison. Previous-
ly, these penalties ap-
plied exclusively to of-
fences involving the na-
tional anthem.
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Robbers Threatened to Cut Elderly Woman’s Legs for Silver Anklets
n FAIR REPORT 
CHITTORGARH

Four robbers attacked the 
house of  70-year-old 
farmer Laluram, son of  
Panna Raigar, and his 
66-year-old wife Sohni Bai 
in Achhora village under 
Kotwali police station 
area on Wednesday night. 
The incident took place at 
around 1:30 am. The rob-
bers first knocked on the 
door and asked for drink-
ing water. When the el-
derly couple did not open 
the door at night, the rob-
bers broke the door and 
entered the house. After 
entering the house, the 
robbers assaulted the el-
derly couple. They also 

pressed their necks and 
threatened to kill them if  
they shouted. The rob-
bers took around 750 
grams of  silver jewellery 
belonging to Sohni Bai, 
along with Laluram’s mo-
bile phone and wrist-
watch. They also caused 
damage of  around Rs 
10,000 by breaking the 
door. The total loss has 
been estimated at around 
Rs 2.09 lakh. The robbers 
removed the silver ban-
gles and other jewellery 
worn by Sohni Bai. When 
they could not remove the 
silver anklets from her 
feet, they threatened to 
cut her legs. Sohni Bai 
said that at that time, her 

anklets suddenly opened. 
She said that it was good 
for her that the anklets 

opened, otherwise the 
robbers were threatening 
to cut her legs. After the 

robbery, the four men es-
caped with the valuables. 
The elderly couple re-

mained frightened 
throughout the night. 
The couple’s son Nanu-
ram lives in another 
house nearby. He said 
that the family has two 
houses in the village. At 
the time of  the incident, 
his parents were sleeping 
in one house, while he was 
in the nearby house. At 
around 5 am, when Nanu-
ram tried to open the 
main gate, he found it 
locked from outside and 
tied with a cloth. He then 
called a neighbour and 
found that the neighbour’s 
house was also locked 
from outside. Nanuram 
became suspicious and 
worried. He jumped over 

a wall around four feet 
high and reached his par-
ents’ house. He found the 
main gate broken. He then 
came to know about the 
incident and informed the 
police. According to the 
family, the robbers took 
around 750 grams of  sil-
ver jewellery. This includ-
ed around 80 grams of  
silver bangles worn on the 
hands. The robbers also 
took Laluram’s keypad 
mobile phone worth 
around Rs 1,500 and wrist-
watch worth around Rs 
500. The value of  the jew-
ellery and other items has 
been estimated at around 
Rs 1,92,750, including the 
mobile phone. The broken 

door caused a loss of  
around Rs 10,000. The to-
tal loss, including jewel-
lery, mobile phone, watch 
and door, is around Rs 2.09 
lakh. Around two months 
ago, a theft also took place 
around 500 metres from 
the spot in Achhora vil-
lage. According to villag-
ers, around one tola of  
silver was stolen in that 
incident. The repeated 
theft incidents and the 
robbery at the elderly cou-
ple’s house have increased 
concern among villagers 
about their safety. Kotwali 
police have registered a 
case and started search-
ing for the four unidenti-
fied robbers.

Four robbers entered a house at 1:30 am in Achhora village and looted silver jewellery, mobile phone and watch; loss of around Rs 2.09 lakh

Focus on Transparency in 
Recruitment Exams, Youth Will 

Get Fair Opportunity: Akya
MLA Akya said 
at Youth 
Dialogue: Modi 
and Bhajan Lal 
governments 
are serious 
about the 
future of youth
n FAIR REPORT 
CHITTORGARH
The BJP organised a 
Youth Dialogue Pro-
gramme on Friday at 
Bharat Bagh, located on 
Maharana Pratap Setu 
Marg. The programme 
was attended by MP C.P. 
Joshi as the chief  guest 
and MLA Chandrabhan 
Singh Akya as the chair-
person. During the pro-
gramme, young people 
asked questions on issues 
such as paper leaks, law 
and order, safety of  girls, 
employment and freedom 
of  expression. MP Joshi 
and MLA Akya answered 
the questions. The pro-
gramme started with the 
lighting of  a lamp in front 
of  the Bharat Mata statue. 
The leaders also paid flo-
ral tributes to the pic-

tures of  Pandit Deendayal 
Upadhyaya, Swami Vive-
kananda and Dr. Shyama 
Prasad Mukherjee. MP 
C.P. Joshi said that to-
day’s youth are not only 
the future of  the country 
but also the biggest 
strength of  the present. 
He said that the Central 
Government under the 
leadership of  Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi is 
working to strengthen the 
dreams, hard work and 
rights of  the youth. He 

said strict rules have been 
made to stop paper leaks 
and cheating in competi-
tive examinations. Strict 
action will be taken 
against such cases and ar-
rangements have also 
been made for fast-track 
court hearings and time-
bound investigations. 
MLA Chandrabhan Singh 
Akya said that the Modi 
Government at the Cen-
tre and the Bhajan Lal 
Government in Rajasthan 
are working to make re-

cruitment and competi-
tive examinations more 
transparent, fair and reli-
able. He said efforts are 
being made to connect the 
energy and talent of  
youth with nation-build-
ing. After the programme, 
a Tiranga Rally was taken 
out. A large number of  
youth and BJP workers 
participated in the rally 
carrying the national 
flag. The slogans of  
“Bharat Mata Ki Jai” and 
“Vande Mataram” filled 

the city with a patriotic 
atmosphere. The rally 
passed through different 
parts of  the city and end-
ed at Bharat Bagh. BJP 
District President Ratan-
lal Gadri, former District 
President Mithulal Jat, 
District General Secre-
tary Raghu Sharma, 
Harshvardhan Singh, 
BJP leaders, Yuva Mor-
cha workers, students 
and a large number of  
party workers were pre-
sent.

Youth Arrested for Following 
Pakistani Gangsters 

and Liking Their Reels
Joint action by DST 
and Bassi Police; 
Mobile phone check 
found Instagram 
accounts of Shahzad 
Bhatti, Ajmal Gurjar 
and Zafar Supari

n FAIR REPORT 
CHITTORGARH
A youth was arrested for 
following Pakistani gang-
sters on social media and 
liking their reels. The Dis-
trict Special Team (DST), 
Chittorgarh and Bassi Po-
lice jointly took action 
while monitoring social 
media and cyber activi-
ties. The arrested youth 
has been identified as Jag-
dish Meena, son of  Mano-
har Meena, resident of  
Baldarkha, Bassi. Police 
also seized his mobile 
phone and started further 
investigation. SP Dhar-
mendra Singh said that a 
special campaign is being 
run as per the directions 
of  Police Headquarters to 
monitor the activities of  
criminals and gangsters 
on social media. A team 
was formed under the di-
rection of  ASP Gajendra 
Singh Jodha, Circle Offic-
er Dinesh Sukhwal and 
Bassi SHO Prem Singh 
Jadon. The team was led 
by ASI Suraj Kumar. Dur-
ing continuous monitor-
ing of  social media plat-
forms, ASI Suraj Kumar 

received some inputs from 
the Intelligence Bureau 
(IB). Based on the infor-
mation, the police de-
tained a suspected youth. 
During questioning, he 
identified himself  as Jag-
dish Meena, son of  Mano-
har Meena, resident of  
Baldarkha, Bassi. Accord-
ing to the police, com-
plaints were being re-
ceived that the youth was 
following Pakistani gang-
sters on social media and 
liking their reels. During 
checking of  his mobile 
phone, police found that 
his Instagram account 
was following the Insta-
gram accounts related to 
Pakistani gangsters 
Shahzad Bhatti, Ajmal 
Gurjar and Zafar Supari. 
He had also liked their 
reels posted on social me-
dia. After questioning, the 
youth was arrested and 
his mobile phone was 
seized. Police said that 
earlier also, on the basis 
of  IB information, Kiran 
Singh Chauhan, son of  
Bhagwat Singh Chauhan, 
resident of  Daulatpura, 

Parsooli, was arrested by 
DST Chittorgarh for fol-
lowing the same Pakistani 
gangsters on social media 
and liking their posts. In-
vestigation in that case is 
also going on. The DST 
team included ASI Suraj 
Kumar, constables Arvind, 
Krishnakant, Ashok, Jag-
dish, Ramkesh, Devendra, 
Virendra and Suresh Sun-
da. The Bassi Police team 
included SHO Prem Singh 
Jadon, ASI Hansraj, con-
stables Nand Kishore and 
Matul Kumar. From the 
Cyber Cell, Police Inspec-
tor Suman Kumar, ASI 
Rajkumar, constables 
Ram Naresh and Ramni-
was assisted in the action. 
The District Police ap-
pealed to the public, espe-
cially young people, not to 
follow or like any gangster 
or criminal on social me-
dia. Police also appealed to 
people not to promote 
their activities. Police 
warned that strict legal 
action will be taken 
against those who pro-
mote criminal activities 
on social media.

Wanted Accused Arrested in Four-
Year-Old Dodachura Smuggling Case

Kapasan Police Action 
under Operation 
Trinetra; 926 kg 250 
grams of Dodachura 
and an Isuzu pickup 
were seized earlier

n FAIR REPORT 
CHITTORGARH
Kapasan Police arrested a 
wanted accused in a four-
year-old Dodachura smug-
gling case. The accused, 
Sukhlal son of  Shankarlal 
Gadri, resident of  Gadri 
Mohalla, Sarwania Maha-
raj, Neemuch, Madhya 
Pradesh, was arrested un-
der Operation Trinetra. 
He was produced before 
the court and sent to po-
lice remand till August 18, 
2026. The action was taken 
under Operation Trinetra, 
being conducted against 
illegal drug smugglers un-
der the direction of  
Udaipur Range Inspector 

General of  Police Gaurav 
Shrivastava. The action 
was carried out under the 
supervision of  Chittor-
garh SP Dharmendra Ya-
dav, ASP Gajendra Jodha 
and Kapasan Circle Offic-
er Harish Bharti. The 
team was led by Kapasan 
SHO Sunil Sharma. The 
case is from July 25, 2022. 
At that time, the then Ka-
pasan SHO Phoolchand 
Tailor chased an unnum-
bered Isuzu pickup near 
Shani Maharaj Temple. 

The driver left the vehicle 
in a drain covered with a 
tarpaulin and escaped. 
During the search, police 
recovered 926 kg 250 grams 
of  Dodachura from the ve-
hicle. A case was regis-
tered under Sections 8/15 
of  the NDPS Act. During 
the investigation, police 
had earlier arrested Vird-
haram son of  Bhairaram 
Jat, Rajju alias Rajendra 
son of  Hansraj Gadri, and 
Ashok son of  Mangilal 
Vishnoi. A charge sheet 
has already been filed 
against all three in court. 
Investigation under Sec-
tion 173(8) of  the Code of  
Criminal Procedure was 
continued against 
Sukhlal, Hemaram alias 
Hemraj Jani, resident of  
Nagarda, Shiv, Barmer, 
and Kailash son of  
Shankarlal Jat, resident 
of  Pipalwas, Bhadresar, 

Chittorgarh, for collecting 
further evidence. Police 
said that the offence under 
Section 8/29 of  the NDPS 
Act was found against 
Sukhlal. He was arrested 
on August 13, 2026, after 
questioning. He was later 
produced before the court 
and taken on police re-
mand till August 18. The 
police are now question-
ing the accused about the 
drug smuggling network 
and other persons con-
nected with the case. The 
previously arrested ac-
cused are Virdharam son 
of  Bhairaram Jat, 31, 
resident of  Galaberi 
Shivkar, Sadar Barmer; 
Rajju alias Rajendra son 
of  Hansraj Gadri, 26, resi-
dent of  Dotdi Kheda, 
Bhadresar; and Ashok 
son of  Mangilal Vishnoi, 
27, resident of  Rawar, Ka-
parada, Jodhpur.

Drug Smugglers’ Property Worth Rs 4 Crore Frozen, 
Action Taken on Land, Cars, Bikes and Bank Account

Police found illegally 
earned property 
during investigation 
into drug trafficking 
cases and sent a 
proposal for freezing 
the assets

n FAIR REPORT 
CHITTORGARH
Gangrar Police have tak-
en major action against 
drug smugglers under 
the special campaign 
against illegal drugs. Po-
lice have frozen property 
worth around Rs 4 crore 
under Section 68(F)(1) of  
the NDPS Act. The action 
includes land, two motor-
cycles, one Creta car and 
money in a bank account. 
The action was taken as 
per the directions of  
Chittorgarh SP Dhar-
mendra Singh IPS. It was 
carried out under the di-
rection of  Additional SP 
Headquarters Gajendra 

Singh Jodha RPS and su-
pervision of  Gangrar Cir-
cle DSP Uday Singh RPS. 
Gangrar Police Station 
SHO Tulsi Ram Prajapati 
led the action. Police said 
that several NDPS Act 
cases are registered 
against Jagdish son of  
Tulsiram Jat, Rahul son 
of  Jagdish Jat, Ashok son 
of  Jagdish Jat and Ma-
hendra son of  Jagdish 
Jat, residents of  Jeeva-
nayakon Ka Kheda, Gan-
grar. The cases were reg-
istered at Gangrar, Kot-
wali Bhilwara, Parsoli, 
Merta Road, Pur, Masuda 

and Beawar Sadar police 
stations. During the in-
vestigation, police found 
property allegedly 
earned through illegal 
activities. Property in the 
name of  Ashok Jat in-
cluded a Yamaha motor-
cycle number RJ-06 BC-
6996, a Creta car number 
RJ-06 CG-9496, Rs 6,52,801 
in a State Bank of  India 
account and 0.14 hectare 
land in revenue village 
Jawasiya. Property in the 
name of  Rahul Jat in-
cluded a Splendor motor-
cycle number RJ-09 WL-
5927 and 0.10 hectare land 

situated on Highway 
Road No. 48 in Patwar 
Halka Soniyana. Police 
also found property in 
the name of  Shanti Devi 
Jat. It included 1.23 hec-
tare land in Jeevanaya-
kon Ka Kheda, 0.675 hec-
tare land in Jawasiya and 
0.36 hectare land in Ja-
wasiya. Police sent a pro-
posal for freezing the 
properties on June 24, 
2026, to the Competent 
Authority & Administra-
tor, SAFEM (FOP) A & 
NDPS Act, New Delhi, 
Government of  India. Af-
ter the hearing, the com-
petent authority issued 
the final approval order 
for freezing the proper-
ties. After receiving the 
order, police froze the 
land, bank account, mo-
torcycles and Creta car. 
According to police, the 
total market value of  the 
frozen property is around 
Rs 4 crore. 


