
YOUNG INDIA’S IDEAS, INNOVATION AND ENTERPRISE 
TO DRIVE RAJASTHAN’S 2047 AMBITION
n FAIR REPORT 
BIKANER/JAIPUR

Rajasthan’s youth must 
become not merely job 
seekers but job creators, 
Chief  Minister Bhajan Lal 
Sharma said on Saturday, 
underlining the role of  in-
novation, skills and entre-
preneurship in the state’s 
roadmap towards a devel-
oped Rajasthan by 2047.

Addressing young peo-
ple at a ‘Viksit Rajasthan 
2047’ dialogue at the Insti-
tute of  Water Science and 
Water Management in Bi-
kaner, Sharma said the 
state’s young population 
represented its “biggest 
strength” and would play 
a decisive role in building 
a developed, self-reliant 
Rajasthan and a new In-
dia.

The Chief  Minister 
said the government was 
creating an ecosystem in 
which young people could 
turn ideas into solutions, 
particularly in agricul-
ture, healthcare, water 
conservation and public 
service. Technology-driv-
en innovation, he said, 
would be critical to ad-
dressing challenges 
across these sectors.

From job seekers to job 
creators

Sharma said the gov-
ernment’s objective was to 
transform Rajasthan’s 
youth from employment 
seekers into employment 
generators. The state has 
introduced 36 policies, in-
cluding the Rajasthan 
Youth Policy, while plac-
ing greater emphasis on 

startups, entrepreneur-
ship and self-employment.

Local processing units 
for agricultural and other 
local produce, he said, 
could simultaneously gen-

erate employment and 
give Rajasthan’s products 
access to global markets.

The government is also 
establishing Atal Gyan 
Kendras in every gram 

panchayat, equipped with 
libraries, e-libraries and 
e-Mitra facilities, to ex-
pand young people’s ac-
cess to knowledge and 
digital services.

Paper leaks: “Tough ac-
tion against the mafia”

The Chief  Minister also 
sought to reassure young 
aspirants on the integrity 
of  recruitment examina-
tions, saying the govern-
ment had taken stringent 
action against those in-
volved in paper leaks.

According to the gov-
ernment, 410 examina-
tions have been conducted 
without paper leaks, while 
appointments have been 
made to more than 1.78 
lakh posts. Recruitment 
processes for another 1.32 
lakh posts are underway, 
with preparations for re-
cruitment to more than 
70,000 additional posts in 
progress. The private sec-
tor, Sharma said, has also 
generated employment 

opportunities for around 
four lakh young people.

AI, coaching and 
sporting talent
Referring to Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi’s Inde-
pendence Day announce-
ments, Sharma said free 
online coaching for young 
people and AI training for 
one crore youth would 
create new opportunities 
in education and employ-
ment. He also highlighted 
the proposed national-
level search for sporting 
talent aimed at strength-
ening India’s perfor-
mance at the Olympics. 
During the interaction, 
the Chief  Minister heard 
directly from young par-
ticipants, who shared 
their experiences, ideas 

and suggestions for Ra-
jasthan’s development 
trajectory.

Five new e-buses for 
Bikaner

The Chief  Minister also 
flagged off  five new PM e-
buses in Bikaner, position-
ing the initiative as part 
of  the state’s push towards 
cleaner and more conveni-
ent public transport.

Union Minister of  State 
for Law and Justice (Inde-
pendent Charge) Arjun 
Ram Meghwal, MLAs 
Jethanand Vyas, Vishwa-
nath Meghwal, Tarachand 
Saraswat and Anshuman 
Singh Bhati, Additional 
Chief  Secretary Dr Rajesh 
Yadav and a large number 
of  young participants 
were present at the event.
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Artistes perform ‘Pulikkalli”, the traditional tiger dance, during the ‘Athachamayam’ procession 
marking the beginning of the 10-day Onam festival in Thrippunithura, Kochi, Sunday.

FESTIVE ROARFESTIVE ROAR

Before the Red Fort, a 
Morning Ritual: PM 

Modi and His ‘Friends’

n FAIR REPORT 
NEW DELHI

Before the Prime Minis-
ter heads out to lead the 
nation from the historic 
Red Fort, there is a qui-
eter ritual that remains a 
part of  his morning rou-
tine.

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi shared a 
glimpse of  that personal 
routine on Instagram, 
writing: “Feeding my 
friends every morning is 
a daily routine.”

He recalled that on 
Saturday morning, his 
“friends” somehow real-
ised that he was leaving 
early for the Red Fort. 
They came to meet him 
as he was preparing to 
leave.

The moment offers a 
rare glimpse beyond the 
formalities of  high of-

fice—away from official 
meetings, security pro-
tocols and the Independ-
ence Day schedule.

For Prime Minister 
Modi, the morning be-
gins not only with the 
responsibilities of  the 
nation’s highest office, 
but also with a simple 
act of  affection and 
care.

On a day when the 
Prime Minister would 
go on to address the na-
tion from the Red Fort, 
the morning began with 
an altogether different 
audience—his four-leg-
ged friends, waiting for 
their daily meeting. A 
small routine. A simple 
gesture. And a reminder 
that even at the centre 
of  power, some bonds 
remain refreshingly un-
complicated.

AT NIMBAHERA, ATAL’S LEGACY 
CAST IN ASHTADHATU

As Rajasthan unveils a towering tribute to the former Prime Minister, the political 
and ideological legacy of Atal Bihari Vajpayee takes centre stage once again

n FAIR REPORT 
NIMBAHERA
In a political landscape 
crowded with symbols, few 
carry the quiet weight of  
history like Atal Bihari Va-
jpayee. On Sunday, Nimba-
hera in Chittorgarh be-
came the latest site to en-
shrine that legacy, as Union 
Home and Cooperation 
Minister Amit Shah un-
veiled an Ashtadhatu stat-
ue of  the former Prime 
Minister at JK Circle, 
marking Vajpayee’s death 
anniversary.

The ceremony was less 
about a statue than about 
the man it seeks to immor-

talise—a statesman whose 
political journey stretched 
across decades of  opposi-
tion, power, war, diplomacy 
and national transforma-
tion.

With Chief  Minister 
Bhajan Lal Sharma pre-

sent, Shah paid floral trib-
ute to Vajpayee and in-
voked a life he described as 
unwaveringly anchored in 
“nation first”. The set-
ting—Mewar, the land of  
Maharana Pratap—gave 
the tribute an unmistaka-

bly historical resonance.
Vajpayee’s political biog-

raphy remains inseparable 
from some of  the defining 
moments of  modern India. 
The Pokhran nuclear tests 
of  1998 announced India’s 
strategic ambitions to the 

world despite internation-
al pressure. The Golden 
Quadrilateral sought to re-
draw the country’s physi-
cal connectivity. The Kargil 
conflict of  1999 tested his 
leadership at a moment of  
military and diplomatic 
crisis.

But Vajpayee’s enduring 
imprint was not confined 
to policy. He represented a 
political vocabulary in 
which ideological convic-
tion could coexist with par-
liamentary accommoda-
tion, and where opposition 
did not necessarily mean 
political hostility. 

Who Really Runs the Congress? 
Kharge, Gandhi Family and the 
Vande Mataram Controversy
n FAIR REPORT 
NEW DELHI

at the Congress headquar-
ters, a question far bigger 
than a song appeared to be 
on display: Who really 
holds the reins of  the Con-
gress? Mallikarjun 
Kharge may be the party’s 
national president on pa-
per. But the events sur-
rounding the Independ-
ence Day rendition of  
Vande Mataram, as al-
leged by critics, have once 
again triggered a political 

charge that the Gandhi 
family continues to exer-
cise authority far beyond 
the formal party hierar-
chy. The controversy cen-
tres on an alleged inter-
ruption of  the national 
song in the presence of  
Kharge, with Sonia Gan-
dhi and Rahul Gandhi be-
ing accused of  directing 
that the rendition be 
stopped. If  the videos are 
interpreted in that man-
ner, the political optics 
are difficult to ignore. 

10 Rajya Sabha MPs 
elected to AIIMS and 
other statutory 
bodies unopposed
n FAIR REPORT 
NEW DELHI
Ten members of  the Rajya 
Sabha have been elected to 
various statutory bodies, 
including AIIMS institutes 
across the country, as the 
number of  candidates 
equalled the vacancies. 
While Rajya Sabha MP Gu-
lam Ali has been elected to 
be a member of  the AIIMS, 
Awantipora; Ashok Kumar 
Mittal has been elected as a 
member of  AIIMS, Bathin-
da; and Rajneesh Kumar 
Agrawal as a member of  
AIIMS, Bhopal. AGP MP 
from Assam Birendra Pras-
ad Baishya was elected as a 
member of  AIIMS, Guwa-
hati; BJP MP from Jammu 
and Kashmir Sat Paul 
Sharma was elected as a 
member of  AIIMS, Vijay-
pur; I S Inbadurai as mem-
ber of  AIIMS, 
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It is learnt through sources in the
Ministry of External Affairs that a
demarche has been issued to all
foreign embassies that funding
any events related to domestic
politics will not be tolerated and
that such funding violates several
domestic laws. The genesis of this
seems to have started with the
funding of two news portals joint event
in 2025 by the embassies of Norway, Belgium, the Netherlands,
Switzerland, Canada, and Ireland. On being intimated about the
antecedents of the said news portals, grapevine has it the
Norwegian and Belgian embassies has put the portal under
investigation and ceased all funding. However the Irish,
Canadian, Dutch and Swiss embassies increased funding.
It has came to the attention of the MEA that such funding had
been going on and subsequently a formal demarche has been
issued that such funding violates India’s interpretation of the
Vienna convention.

After the end of Monsoon Session of
Parliament, again rumours on
Cabinet reshuffle has resurfaced.
Grapevine is on the MPs staying
back in Delhi after end of the
Session. Along with reshuffle,
rumours are abuzz on the
formation of a new BJP team.
Media, as well as political pundits
are working on extra time to Delhi’s
routine tips. Some say – this time before Diwali or soon after
Diwali. Some say before Winter Session. And the buzz is going
on creating new-new stories. Grapevine also has it that the
older lots in the Council of Ministers are in a tizzy as it is tacit
now that Prime Minister Narendra Modi will now tilt more
towards accommodation young party MPs in his Council given
the current restlessness amongst the Gen Z. In the just
concluded Monsoon Session, journalists while exchanging
greetings with the younger BJP MPs use to quip, “Ab To Is
Baar Apka To Chance Banega “.

Tickled pink to be a minister!
GRAPEVINE

As there is a growing resentments
within the public over the current
students’ and Gen-Z led protests
across the country, and when
elections in nearing in the crucial
Uttar Pradesh, grapevine has it that
the bureaucracy in the State have been
asked to study on the women and youth centric projects which
could have grant of financial benefits similar to the ones in
Madhya Pradesh, polls manifestos of Delhi, West Bengal which is
believed to do wonders for the BJP. Uttar Pradesh Government is
likely to woo Ladlis with Laxmi Yojna, etc. It was first started in
Madhya Pradesh by the Shivraj Singh Chouhan Government to
provide monthly sustenance to women and then clicked in Delhi
and Bengal. Since UP is a crucial state in terms of a larger number
of Lok Sabha MPs, party and bureaucracy sources said the State
Government is considering a similar Yojana before the Vidhan
Sabha elections. At this point, the Samajwadi Party-led opposition
that altered the contours of the BJP in the 2024 General Election
has cornered the Yogi Government.

Yogi to woo Laxmi 
before polls!

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

The National Testing Agency
(NTA) on Sunday announced
the retest for three papers of
the UGC-NET June 2026 exam-
ination — English, Commerce
and Sociology — following
complaints about several
errors in these papers.

The English paper will be
held on September 9 from 9
am to 12 noon in Shift 1,
while the Commerce paper
will be conducted the same
day from 3 pm to 6 pm in
Shift 2. The Sociology paper
will be held on September
10 from 9 am to 12 noon in
Shift 1.

The NTA conducted the
UGC-NET June 2026 exami-
nation from June 22 to 30
across 87 subjects for the
award of Junior Research

Fellowship (JRF), eligibility
for assistant professor, and
admission to PhD pro-
grammes.

In a public notice, the
NTA said it had received
several complaints about
multiple errors in these
papers of the three 
subjects and constituted a

committee to look into
these issues.

The committee found that
the three papers had many
factual, typographical, and
translation errors including
misspelt names of promi-
nent scholars, garbled book
titles, errors in the stem
wording of questions, gram-

matical errors, gender and
number agreement errors,
punctuation mistakes, and
non-standard coined terms
for established concepts, as
well as repetition of a signif-
icant number of questions
previously administered,
the agency said.

The panel recommended
that in the interest of
holding a fair and error-
free examination, these
three papers should be re-
conducted, it added.

“It has therefore been
concluded by NTA that
papers carrying such defects
do not meet the standards
of fairness and error-free
examination, and defects
of this extent cannot 
be cured merely by drop-
ping questions after the
challenge process,” the
agency said.

MEA petrified over embassy
funding of media events

NTA announces retest for three
papers of UGC-NET after errors

SAUGAR SENGUPTA
n Kolkata

The police on Sunday arrest-
ed five people on charges of
beating to death the father of
a Cockroach Janata Party vol-
unteer in Bankura district. The
incident took place on Friday
and the victim died on
Saturday.

Sk Mafik the father of CJP
v o l u n t e e r  S h a i k  A b d u l
Hafeez was reportedly
attacked by some alleged
supporters of the BJP for vis-
iting a local Government
school to inspect as per the
“school theek karo (repair
the school)” programme

earlier organised by the CJP
leadership.

“They came in search of
me and as they could not
find me they beat up my
father… he received head
injuries and died… they had
earlier asked me to upload
a video apologising for my
act of visiting the school…
they also asked me to
acknowledge that I had
gone to that school at the
behest  of  outs ide CJP
leaders,” Hafeez said. While
the national CJP leadership
demanded impartial inves-
tigation into the matter
Bengal Chief Minister denied
role of his party. 

Five held in murder of
CJP worker’s father 

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n Patna

Chief Election Commissioner
(CEC) Gyanesh Kumar on
Sunday asserted that the
“successful” Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) of electoral
rolls in Bihar last year had led
to a significant rise in voter
turnout in the assembly polls
that followed.

Speaking to reporters at
Patna airport, the CEC, who
is on a two-day tour of the
state, said the voting percent-
age in the 2025 Bihar assem-
bly polls was higher than
turnouts witnessed in
advanced countries such as
the US, the UK and France.

“Bihar is the land where
Vaishali, the cradle of democ-
racy, is situated. We take
pride in the fact that the SIR
was conducted here suc-
cessfully for the first time,”
Kumar said.

The CEC pointed out that
following the mammoth
exercise, conducted over a
three-month period during
which around 70 lakh names
were knocked off the elec-
toral rolls, a sharp rise was
seen in the voter turnout
when assembly polls which
were held soon afterwards.
“As you all know, men and

women came out in large
numbers to vote and the
turnout broke all records in
the state. It may be noted
that the voter turnout in
Bihar assembly polls was
higher than what has been
seen, over the years, in major
democracies like the US, the
UK, France, Spain and Japan,”
the CEC added.

The assembly polls held in
November last year regis-
tered a voter turnout of 67.25
per cent, which, according to
the Election Commission,
was the highest for the state
since Independence.

According to officials, the
CEC is scheduled to interact
with around 500 booth-level
officers (BLOs) at Nalanda
University in Rajgir on

Monday to hear them about
their ground-level challenges
and suggest measures to
make the electoral process
more effective and accessi-
ble.

The CEC will also launch
Electoral Literacy Club 2.0
and ECINET at a conference
in Patna during his visit. The
Election Commission had
launched electoral literacy
clubs in 2018 under the SVEEP
programme to familiarise
students and young citizens
with democratic values, the
electoral process, and the
role and functioning of the
EC.

“In view of the changing
information and communi-
cation environment and the
growing digital engagement

of young people, the ELC
programme is now being
redefined as ELC 2.0. The
objective is to develop ELCs
in schools, colleges and uni-
versities as active, experien-
tial and digitally enabled
platforms operating through-
out the year,” 
officials said.

A large number of stu-
dents, teachers, vice-chancel-
lors, principals and heads of
institutions from more than
400 educational institutions
across Bihar will participate
in the conference.

Senior officials of the
Election Commission, along
with Bihar’s chief secretary,
development commission-
er, additional chief secre-
taries, principal secretaries
and secretaries of the
Education, Health, Science
and Technology, and
Technical Education depart-
ments, will also attend the
conference.

During the conference, its
logo will also be unveiled and
the new working framework
will be introduced.
Presentations will also be
made on the vision, mission,
key features and framework
of ELC 2.0, as well as India’s
electoral process and the
ECINET platform, they said.

SIR led to record turnout in Bihar Assembly polls: CEC

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
n Chennai

Former BJP leader K
Annamalai on Sunday
alleged that some Tamil
Nadu ministers had begun
demanding kickbacks in
Government tenders, claim-
ing to have audio recordings
to substantiate the charge.

Addressing an environ-
mental awareness gathering
organised by the outfit in
Chennai, Annamalai said
that while Chief Minister C
Joseph Vijay was opposed to
corruption, some of his
Cabinet colleagues had
started demanding kick-
backs from contractors.

“It is true that the CM is
against corruption, and we
see that. They did not take
kickbacks in major tenders
earlier, but some ministers
have started demanding
them now,” Annamalai
alleged.

Claiming to have audio
evidence of the alleged

demands, he said, “Some
ministers are saying they
came after giving money for
votes, so give two per cent,
give three per cent, give four
per cent.”

Urging the CM to rein in his
Cabinet before the issue
escalated, Annamalai said
his organisation would for-
mally raise the matter after
the Government had com-
pleted its initial period in

office. “You (Vijay) stated in
your Independence Day
address that corruption
would be eradicated in our
lifetime. Tighten the reins on
ministers and officials with
regular weekend review
meetings, because if the
reins are loosened, the
administration will drift,” he
added.

Annamalai, who recently
launched We The Leaders, a

grassroots leadership move-
ment, said it was not seeking
to destabilise the newly
elected Government and
would give it  t ime to 
function.

“Out of 234 MLAs, 154
members have entered the
Assembly for the first time
following the 2026 elections.
We say everywhere: Give
them one year. Let them do
their work. If they do not
perform properly, we will be
the first to point it out,” 
he said.

During his address,
Annamalai reiterated his
opposition to Karnataka’s
proposed Mekedatu reser-
voir project on the 
Cauvery river.

He urged the Centre to
address recurring NEET 
question paper leaks and
called on the state
Government to use bud-
getary savings for rural water
rejuvenation, Government
school infrastructure and
development.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
n Visakhapatnam

Visakhapatnam Airport
ended its scheduled com-
mercial flight operations
ahead of the opening of Alluri
Sitarama Raju International
Airport at Bhogapuram on
Monday.

The last scheduled com-
mercial  f l ight from
Visakhapatnam Airport (INS
Dega) will be IndiGo flight 6E
2018 to Delhi, scheduled to
depart at 10.45 pm on
Sunday.

“Visakhapatnam Airport
has reached an important
milestone with the conclu-
sion of its scheduled com-
mercial operations, and we
sincerely acknowledge the
contribution of every employ-
ee, stakeholder and partner
who supported the airport’s
operations and passenger
services over the years,”
Visakhapatnam Airport
Director N Purushottam said
in a press release.

As notified by the Ministry
of Civil Aviation, scheduled
commercial operations at
the Visakhapatnam Civil
Enclave will cease with the
commencement of opera-
tions at Alluri Sitarama Raju
International Airport at
Bhogapuram at 12.01 am on
August 17.

The IATA airport code ‘VTZ’
will be transferred from
Visakhapatnam Airport to
the new airport at

Bhogapuram with effect from
August 17.

Non-scheduled commer-
cial operations, however,
may continue at the Civil
Enclave at Visakhapatnam
Airport, the press release
said.

Purushottam said
Visakhapatnam Airport had
played a key role in connect-
ing the city and Andhra
Pradesh with major domestic
destinations and had served

passengers, businesses,
tourists and the regional
economy for several decades.

Over the years, the airport
saw growth in passenger
traffic and infrastructure,
including terminal expan-
sion, better aircraft parking,
security and passenger facil-
ities, DigiYatra services, acces-
sibility measures and sus-
tainability initiatives.

The Airports Authority of
India expressed gratitude to
the Central Industrial Security
Force, airlines, ground-han-
dling agencies, regulatory
authorities, concessionaires
and other service partners for
their contribution to the
airport’s safe, secure and effi-
cient functioning, it said.

The AAI acknowledged
the continued support of
the Indian Navy in facilitat-
ing civil aviation operations
at the Civil Enclave, saying
its coordination would
remain important as non-
scheduled commercial oper-
ations continue.

TN ministers demanding kickbacks on
tenders, have audio proof, claims Annamalai

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n Chennai

Vice  Presiden t  CP
Radhakrishnan on Sunday
urged students to stay away
from drugs and all forms of
substance abuse, and called
upon them to choose “dis-
cipline over distraction,
purpose over temptation,
and excellence over easy
shortcuts.”

Expressing deep anguish
over the recent murder of a
student in Tamil Nadu for
sharing information regard-
ing drug trafficking, the Vice
President said the tragic
incident felt like losing a
member of his own family.

“I urge all of you (stu-
dents) to always stay away

from the menace of drugs
and all forms of substances
that abuse. We should not
get controlled by an exter-
nal force rather our mind
should get controlled by
ourselves... We must say
no to drugs,” he said.

In his address at the 22nd
convoca t ion a t  SRM
Institute of Science and
Technology near here, he
highlighted the expansion
of higher education in the
country since 2014.

Stating that 16 IIITs, eight
Central Universities, eight
IIMs, seven IITs, two IISERs,
one NIT and 12 AIIMS have
been established during
this period, he said, “Bharat
today has more than 1,425
universities, 54,000 colleges

and 16,850 standalone insti-
tutions.”

Highlighting that a sub-
stantial  increase in
women’s enrolment in
higher education, from 1.57
crore in 2014-15 to 2.24 crore
in 2023-24, an increase of
42.2 per cent, he said the
increasing number  of
women receiving degrees
and medals at convocation
ceremonies was a welcome
development.

R e c a l l i n g  I n d i a ’ s
response to the Covid-19
p a n d e m i c ,  t h e  V i c e
President said that under
the leadership of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
the country provided coro-
navirus vaccines to more
than 100 countries.

Vice President CP Radhakrishnan during the 22nd Convocation of SRM Institute of Science and Technology
(SRMIST) at Kattankulathur, Chengalpattu near Chennai PTI

Former BJP leader K Annamalai

Visakhapatnam airport ends scheduled commercial
operations ahead of Bhogapuram opening

Stay away from drugs, all forms of substance abuse: VP

SAUGAR SENGUPTA
n Kolkata

Bengal Government on
Sunday officially launched
the Aushmaan Bharat
health insurance scheme
marking August 16 as the
Aushmaan Bharat Day
replacing the Khela Hobe
Diwas coined by the previ-
ous Trinamool Congress
Government.

The scheme was launched
at the iconic Netaji Indoor
Stadium in Kolkata by Chief
Minister Suvendu Adhikari.
Among others present in
the programme were Union
Minister Sukanta Majumdar,
Bengal Health Minister
Saradwat Mukherjee. Hence
forward August 16 would
be organized as Ayushmaan
Day the Chief Minister said
adding all citizens aged 70
and above would qualify
automatically regardless of
income. He also assured
that no eligible resident will
be left out, with remaining
portions of the population
getting covered by a paral-
lel State insurance scheme.

While the Aysuhmaan
Bharat scheme would take

within its ambit 3.39 crore
people the remaining pop-
ulation will be covered by
the Mukhyamantri Swasthya
Bima Yojana., Chief Minister
Suvendu Adhikari said. The
beneficiaries of Ayushmaan
Bharat will be able to access
bout 14,000 hospitals
throughout India and within
Bengal the scheme will be
available in 1930 hospitals
including 1303 private facil-
ities,  Health Minister
Saradwath Mukherjee said.  

The details of  the
Ayushmaan Bharat benefi-
ciaries will be available in
the Ayushmaan Bharat
portal and the scheme will
offer cashless coverage of
up to `5 lakh per year to its
recepients who will receive
coverage from three days
before hospitalisation until
15 days after discharge.

West Bengal starts
Ayushmaan Bharat

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n Bengaluru

The Students and Alumni of
the National Law School of
India University (NLSIU) here
have opposed CJI Surya Kant
and Bar Council of India
Chairman Manan Kumar
Mishra attending the upcom-
ing convocation of the varsity.

In a statement dated
August 15, the students and
alumni condemned the now-
withdrawn BCI order to halt
the enrolment of students of
NALSAR University of Law,
Hyderabad, and expressed
their solidarity with the stu-
dents at NALSAR, who they
said have shown exemplary
courage and moral conviction
in speaking truth to power.

“We are aware that the BCI
has closed all proceedings
against NALSAR. However, the
fact that such unconstitution-
al and illegal “proceedings”

can be initiated by a statuto-
ry body against students and
faculty members of a public
university in the first place
does not alter the nature or
the larger impact of such
actions or dilute the respon-
sibility of the Chairman and
the BCI,”  the statement signed
by 165 graduating students of
the Class of 2026, 409 current
students and 128 alumni.

They claimed that even after
the recall of the ban on enrol-
ment and the inquiry order,
the BCI has acknowledged the
“arbitrary” and “illegal nature”
of its actions.

NLSIU students, alumni oppose
CJI Kant attending convocation
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Gujarat Chief Minister Bhupendra Patel on Sunday
embarked on an official visit to the United States and
Canada to promote the Vibrant Gujarat Global Summit
2027 and invite global investors to participate in the state’s
growth story. Patel will be in the two countries from August
17 to 24 and is scheduled to hold meetings with business
leaders, industry representatives and potential investors.
Roadshows and business-to-business interactions are also
planned as part of the overseas outreach programme.

The visit is aimed at showcasing Gujarat’s industrial
strengths, investment opportunities and business-friendly
ecosystem to international stakeholders.

The state Government is also seeking to deepen
international partnerships and facilitate greater
collaboration between global business groups and
companies based in Gujarat. (PNS)

Nation Focus

GUJARAT CM PATEL IN US,
CANADA TO WOO INVESTORS

Peoples Democratic Party (PDP) president Mehbooba
Mufti on Sunday visited several flood-affected areas of
Jammu and Kashmir’s Rajouri district to assess the
ground situation, urging the Government to provide
relief to the affected families.

Mehbooba expressed concern over the extensive
damage to residential houses, agricultural land, business
establishments and water supply infrastructure, besides
the loss of lives in the natural calamity.

At least 11 people were killed and several others went
missing when torrential rains on July 19 triggered
landslides and flash floods in the twin border districts of
Poonch and Rajouri. Interacting with affected families,
she was informed that many victims were yet to receive
adequate Government assistance and were facing
difficulties in rebuilding their homes and restoring their
livelihoods. (PTI)

MEHBOOBA MUFTI VISITS
FLOOD-AFFECTED RAJOURI

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

Union Minister of State
(Independent Charge) for
Science & Technology and
Earth Sciences, Dr Jitendra
Singh, who is also a Professor
of Medicine and
Diabetologist, has called for
making preventive health-
care and prevention of dia-
betes a national priority.  He
also stressed that the
growing burden of diabetes
in rural India requires a com-
munity-led, technology-
enabled and data-driven
response.

Addressing the inaugura-
tion of the RSSDI ‘Diabetes
Rural Outreach Digital Portal’
and launch of VISHWAS, the
Diabetes Awareness Video
Library, the minister said
with more than 70 per cent of
India’s population below the
age of 40, protecting the
health and productive poten-

tial of the country’s young
population is essential to the
vision of India@2047.

The programme organised
by the Research Society for
the Study of Diabetes in India
(RSSDI) on Independence Day,
brought together leading

experts and stakeholders
from the diabetes and health-
care ecosystem.

Dr Anuj Maheshwari,
President, National RSSDI; Dr
Rakesh Parikh, Secretary
General, National RSSDI; Dr
Banshi Saboo, Chair, IDF

South-East Asia; and Rizwan
Koita, Chairman, NABH, were
among the prominent partic-
ipants. The RSSDI Rural
Outreach Programme and
VISHWAS are aimed at taking
diabetes awareness, screen-
ing, treatment, follow-up and
digital health resources closer
to communities.

Singh said India has made
remarkable progress in
healthcare, scientific research
and digital innovation, and
the next important step is to
ensure that these advances
reach every citizen, particu-
larly people living in rural and
underserved communities.

He said rural India is no
longer untouched by the dia-
betes epidemic and that early
detection, timely interven-
tion, lifestyle modification
and sustained follow-up are
essential to reduce the
burden of the disease and its
complications.

Describing the RSSDI Rural

Outreach Programme as an
example of how profession-
al medical societies can com-
plement national health
efforts, the Minister said that
adopting villages and creat-
ing a structured model for
awareness, screening, treat-
ment and long-term follow-
up can bring specialist exper-
tise closer to communities
that need it most. The pro-
gramme has already reached
around 30 villages across
several States, with further
expansion planned in the
coming years.

Singh said the newly inau-
gurated digital data portal
marks an important mile-
stone in strengthening com-
munity healthcare through
systematic documentation.
A standardised digital plat-
form can enable continuity of
patient care, monitoring of
outcomes and generation of
valuable evidence for future
public health strategies.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
n New Delhi

The nation paid homage to
former Prime Minister Atal
Bihari Vajpayee on the occa-
sion of his death anniversary
on Sunday. The BJP stalwart
breathed his last on this day
in 2018. Vajpayee served as
the Prime Minister on three
occasions. The first BJP leader
to become prime minister,
Vajpayee was born on
December 25, 1924, in Gwalior.

His first term as the Prime
Minister was for only 13 days
in 1996. He served his second
term for a period of eleven
months from 1998 to 1999
and then a full term from 1999
to 2004. He was awarded
India’s highest civil ian
honour — Bharat Ratna — in
2015. Dignitaries will pay
floral tributes to the former
Prime Minister at his memo-
rial Sadaiv Atal, here.

President Droupadi
Murmu, Vice President CP
Radhakrishnan, and Prime
Minister Narendra Modi paid
floral tributes to Vajpayee at
his memorial.  Former
President Ram Nath Kovind,
Deputy Chairman of Rajya
Sabha Harivansh, Lok Sabha
Speaker Om Birla, Union
Minister Rajnath Singh, Delhi
Chief Minister Rekha Gupta,
and BJP National President
Nitin Nabin were also present
on the occasion. 

Radhakrishnan, in a social

media post, said that his
enduring legacy will always
remain a source of inspiration
for the nation. He added that
his commitment to nation-
building, inclusive leader-
ship and national pride con-
tinues to inspire generations.

Sharing a social media
post, Prime Minister Modi
called Vajpayee an extraordi-
nary statesman blessed with
remarkable vision, who ded-
icated his life to the service of
the nation. He added that the
words and efforts of the
former Prime Minister
inspired generations and his
leadership strengthened the
nation. He also said
Vajpayee’s focus on good
governance and public
welfare will always continue

to guide countrymen.
In his tributes, Speaker Om

Birla noted in a social media
post that Vajpayee was such
a titan of Indian politics
whose personality embodied
a unique confluence of patri-
otism, democratic values,
sensitivity, and extraordinary
oratory.

He added that over a par-
liamentary career spanning
more than five decades, he
was elected to the Lok Sabha
ten times and to the Rajya
Sabha twice. Birla said that
the former Prime Minister
will always be remembered
as a fiery parliamentarian, a
powerful orator, an accom-
plished journalist, and a 
sensitive poet.

Union Home Minister Amit

Shah unveiled a statue of
Vajpayee in the Chittorgarh
district of Rajasthan.  He high-
lighted that the former prime
minister’s value-based politics
brought the vision of
‘Antyodaya’ and good gover-
nance to the ground for the first
time. He described Vajpayee as
a patriotic politician who
devoted every moment of his
life to the nation.

“On one hand, he made the
entire world aware of India’s
strength through nuclear
tests and the Kargil War,
while on the other hand, his
value-based politics brought
the vision of Antyodaya and
good governance to the
ground for the first time,”
Shah said. 

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh also visited Vajpayee’s
memorial and said that under
his leadership, India achieved
new heights in economic
and social development.

“His contribution to India’s
progress will always be
remembered. His personali-
ty, ideals and unwavering
commitment to serving the
nation will always remain a
source of inspiration for us,”
he said.

BJP President Nabin said, “A
towering statesman and true
visionary, Atal Ji’s life was
dedicated to national service,
integrity, and good gover-
nance. His ideals will forever
guide our path towards
nation-building,” he said.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
n New Delhi

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Sunday thanked 
his Israeli counterpart
Benjamin Netanyahu for his
greetings on India’s 80th
Independence Day, and
hoped the bilateral special
strategic partnership grows
even stronger, unlocking
new opportunities and
forging deeper people-to-
people connections.

Modi also conveyed his
gratitude to French
President Emmanuel
Macron, Nepal Prime
Minister Balendra Shah and
Bhutan Prime Minister
Tshering Tobgay among
others for their wishes on
India’s Independence Day.

In his message, Netanyahu
congratulated India and “my
dear friend” Prime Minister
Modi on the country’s 80th
Independence Day.

The Israeli prime minister
noted that India and Israel
achieved independence one
year apart and both the
countries are two ancient
nations that seize the future
together to bring a better
life for the people of the two
countries.

“Our innovation and
friendship are boundless.
The best is yet to come!” he
said.  Thanking Prime
Minister Netanyahu for his

warm wishes, Modi hoped
that the “India-Israel Special
Strategic Partnership grow
even stronger, unlocking
new opportunities and
forging deeper people-to-
people connections
between our nations.”

Israeli President Isaac
Herzog also greeted
President Droupadi Murmu
and Prime Minister Modi
on the occasion of
Independence Day.  

“I hope that we will con-
tinue to strengthen this
beautiful  friendship
between Israel and India,”
he said.

Modi said India deeply
values its friendship with
Israel. “We remain commit-
ted to further strengthening
our Strategic Partnership
for the benefit of our
people,” he said.

The prime minister also
thanked French President
Macron for his warm
wishes.

PM thanks global
partners, neighbours for
80th I-Day greetings

MOHIT KANDHARI
n Jammu

Tyson, the youngest member
of the Indian Army’s Dog
squad attached to 2 Para
Special Forces, has been
honoured during the
Independence Day 2026 cel-
ebrations for showing
“bravery and extraordinary
courage” during a counter-
insurgency operation on
February 22,  2026,  in
Kishtwar.

The name of Tyson, a
German Shepherd of the
Remount Veterinary Corps,
appeared among 89
Mention-in-Despatches (MiD)
approved by President
DroupadiMurmu on the
occasion of Independence
Day celebrations.

Tyson was part of the
Indian Army’s crack team,
entrusted with the responsi-
bility to neutralise the terror-
ists hiding inside a mud
house hideout in the
Passerkut area of Chhatroo,

Kishtwar.
Displaying raw courage,

the Army’s sniffer dog,
equipped with a K9 surveil-
lance camera system, led
from the front even after suf-
fering a bullet injury in his
leg. His presence close to the
mud house hideout helped
the crack team locate the
presence of terrorists during
the fierce gunfight.  

Tyson’s remarkable
bravery stood out during
the anti terrorist operation

and resulted in the elimina-
tion of three terrorists
belonging to the Jaish-e-
Mohammad (JeM) terrorist
outfit.  Tyson was later
retrieved and safely evacuat-
ed from the encounter site
and airlifted for specialised
medical care.

Tyson is the only animal
hero among the 89 person-
nel chosen for MiD, which is
an official military commen-
dation recognising bravery
and meritorious service in a

combat zone. “Tyson dis-
played extraordinary
courage by taking the first
bullet while leading the
entry into the terrorists’
hideout. 

Undeterred by his injuries,
he pressed forward and
launched a fierce assault,
compelling the terrorists to
open fire and thereby con-
firming their presence. 

His fearless action enabled
troops of White Knight
Corps, J&K police and CRPF to
precisely engage and neu-
tralise three Pakistan-spon-
sored terrorists,” Army had
said in a post on X.

Tyson is part of the elite
squad of Army assault dogs,
which are trained like sol-
diers for high-risk opera-
tions. 

They are used in situa-
tions where a human soldier
may be exposed to immedi-
ate danger, locating hidden
terrorists, detecting threats
and helping troops establish
the enemy’s position.

Army dog Tyson honoured with Mention-in-Despatches
for bravery in Jammu and Kashmir operation

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
n New Delhi

Ten members of the Rajya
Sabha have been elected to
various statutory bodies
including AIIMS institutes
across the country, as the
number of candidates
equalled the vacancies.

While Rajya Sabha MP
Gulam Ali has been elected to
be a member of the AIIMS,
Awantipora; Ashok Kumar
Mittal has been elected as a
member of AIIMS, Bathinda;
and Rajneesh Kumar Agrawal
as a member of AIIMS, Bhopal.

AGP MP from Assam
Birendra Prasad Baishya was
elected as a member of AIIMS,
Guwahati;  BJP MP from
Jammu and Kashmir Sat Paul
Sharma was elected as a
member of AIIMS, Vijaypur; I
S Inbadurai as member of
AIIMS, Madurai; and Madan
Rathore as a member of
AIIMS, Jodhpur.

Lahar Singh Siroya has also

been elected as a member of
the Central Silk Board, BJP MP
from Himachal Pradesh
Sikander Kumar has been
elected as member of the
Council of the National
Institutes of Food Technology,
Entrepreneurship and
Management and BJP MP
from Haryana Rekha Sharma
was elected as a member of
the National Assisted
Reproductive Technology and
Surrogacy Board.

The members were elected
as there were equal number

of vacancies as the number of
candidates nominated for
elections to the statutory
bodies, a notification by Rajya
Sabha secretariat said.

In another notification, the
RS Secretariat said the
number of candidates being
equal to the number of
members to be elected to the
Committee on Public
Accounts and Committee on
Public Undertakings, the fol-
lowing members were
declared duly elected to these
Committees.

BJP MP Sukhendu Sekhar
Ray and DMK MP Tiruchi Siva
were elected as members of
the Committee on Public
Accounts and Mohammed
Nadimul Haque was elected
as a member of the
Committee on Public
Undertakings.

With the number of candi-
dates being equal to the
number of members to be
elected to the Committee on
Welfare of Other Backward
Classes,  the following
members were declared duly
elected to be the members of
the committee for a term of
one year beginning from the
date of the first sitting of the
committee.

The members elected to
the OBC Committee are
Masthan Rao Yadav Beedha,
Subhasish Khuntia, Amar Pal
Maurya, Mayankkumar Nayak,
AA Rahim, KRN Rajeshkumar,
Kalpana Saini, Paka Venkata
Satyanarayana, Ashok Singh
and Bhim Singh. 

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
n New Delhi

Army Chief General Dhiraj
Seth on Sunday left for Nepal
on Sunday for an official
visit from August 17 to19.  The
visit aims to further strength-
en the close defence coop-
eration and military-to-mil-
itary ties between India and
Nepal, the defence ministry
said here on Sunday.

Giving details about his
schedule, it said the Army
Chief will  lay a wreath at the
Army Pavilion, Tundikhel
and receive a Guard of
Honour at the Nepali Army
Headquarters. 

He will interact with the
Chief of the Army Staff,
Nepali Army and will be
briefed by the Director
General, Military Operations,
Nepali Army on issues of
mutual interest.

Thereafter, General Seth
will attend the Investiture

Ceremony at Rashtrapati
Bhawan, where, in keeping
with the unique tradition
between the Indian and
Nepali Armies, he will be
conferred the Honorary
Rank of General of the Nepali
Army by Nepal President
Ram Chandra Paudel.

On August 18, General Seth
will address the student offi-
cers of the Army Command
and Staff Course at Shivapuri
and interact with instructors
and foreign student officers.

He will also be interacting
with senior Dignitaries of
Nepal on issues of mutual
interest. On August 19,
General Dhiraj Seth will
attend an Ex-Servicemen
Rally at Pokhara, felicitate
Veer Naris and Gallantry
Awardees and interact with
Indian Army Veterans. 

He will return to India
the same day.

India and Nepal are two
nations with shared histor-
ical, social and cultural link-
ages which remain unparal-
leled in the world. 

Terms fondly referred to as
the ‘Roti Beti Ka Rishta’, the
Janakpur-Ayodhya and the
Lumbini-Bodhgaya connect
make our nations natural
partners with symbiotic rela-
tions. The partnership
between India and Nepal is
defined by our democratic
principles and shared inter-
est in ensuring regional
peace and stability.

10 Rajya Sabha MPs elected to AIIMS
and other statutory bodies unopposed

Jitendra Singh calls for making preventive healthcare, diabetes prevention national priority

President Droupadi Murmu along with VP CP Radhakrishnan, PM Narenda
Modi, Defence Minister Rajnath Singh, Delhi CM Rekha Gupta and BJP
National President Nitin Nabin during former prime minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee’s death anniversary at his memorial ‘Sadaiv Atal’ in New Delhi PTI

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n Bhubaneswar

The Odisha Government on
Sunday sounded a high alert
across the state after the IMD
forecast extremely heavy rain-
fall in some areas following
the formation of a fresh low-
pressure area over the Bay of
Bengal. The state has evacuat-
ed over 2.37 lakh people to
safety as heavy rain continued
for the second day, adding to
the plight of people in flood-
hit northern districts, an offi-

cial said. Chief Secretary Anu
Garg, who reviewed the situ-
ation following the IMD fore-
cast, said the leaves of all
Government employees had
been cancelled and those on
leave were asked to report for
duty immediately.

“We have asked the district
collectors to remain on high
alert as the IMD forecast very
heavy rain for three days from
August 16 to 18,” Garg told
reporters. She said fresh flood-
ing had affected 5.15 lakh
people in 947 villages under

331 gram panchayats across 49
blocks and five urban areas.

The state has so far evacu-
ated 2.37 lakh people and
sheltered them in 293 relief
camps, she said. Garg said
three senior IAS officers had
been sent to the worst-hit dis-
tricts of Balasore, Bhadrak
and Jajpur to coordinate with
the district administrations
and monitor relief and rescue
operations. Additional chief
engineers of the Water
Resources Department have
also been deployed to

oversee the safety of embank-
ments and carry out immedi-
ate repairs in case of 
breaches, she said. 

Around 90 rescue teams,
including 36 ODRAF, seven
NDRF and 47 Fire Services
teams, have been deployed in
vulnerable areas, Garg said.

Teams from the health,
water resources, housing and
urban development, and fish-
eries and animal resources
departments have also been
deployed in the affected areas,
she said.

Union Minister of State (Independent Charge) for Science and Technology
Jitendra Singh (second from right) launches the book ‘Rheumatology
Essentials’, written by Professor Anand N Malaviya (second from left),
Founder HoD of Rheumatology at AIIMS New Delhi, during a function in
New Delhi on Sunday PTI

Nation pays tribute to Atal Bihari
Vajpayee on 8th death anniversary

Army Chief General on 3-day Nepal visit

Army Chief General Dhiraj Seth

IMD sounds red alert: As Odisha braces for more heavy rain, over 2.37 lakh evacuated
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THE ARCHITECT OF A NEW INDIA: HOW ATAL BIHARI VAJPAYEE REWROTE THE GRAMMAR OF POWER

From Pokhran’s defiant tremors to Nimbahera’s Ashtadhatu tribute, Vajpayee’s 
legacy lives on in a politics where conviction met restraint and power met poetry
n FAIR REPORT 
MANISH MALANI  
HEMRAJ TIKAMCHAND

Chittorgarh: There are 
leaders who occupy histo-
ry, and there are leaders 
who author it. Atal Bihari 
Vajpayee belonged unmis-
takably to the second cate-
gory — a statesman who 
transformed the grammar 
of  Indian politics, demon-
strating that ideological 
conviction could coexist 
with parliamentary grace, 
and national strength with 
democratic civility.  On 
Sunday, as the nation re-
membered Vajpayee on his 
death anniversary, Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
paid homage at Sadaiv 
Atal. In Rajasthan’s Nim-
bahera, Union Home and 
Cooperation Minister Amit 
Shah unveiled an Ashtad-
hatu statue of  the former 
Prime Minister at JK Cir-
cle, turning remembrance 
into a permanent civic 
marker.  The ceremony, at-
tended by Chief  Minister 
Bhajan Lal Sharma, Chit-
torgarh MP C.P. Joshi, 
Nimbahera MLA 
Shrichand Kriplani and 
other leaders, was more 
than a memorial event. It 
became an occasion to con-
nect Vajpayee’s political 
inheritance with Ra-
jasthan’s contemporary 
development narrative.

Shah invoked Vajpayee’s 
defining principle: “nation 
first.” He recalled a politi-
cal life spent in public ser-
vice, including nearly four 
decades in Opposition, 
without allowing patriot-
ism to become a mere po-

litical slogan.Vajpayee’s 
legacy was forged in deci-
sive moments. Pokhran-II 
in May 1998 announced In-
dia’s determination to ex-
ercise strategic autonomy 
despite international pres-
sure. The following year, 
during the Kargil War, In-
dia demonstrated military 
resolve while maintaining 
the decision not to cross 
the Line of  Control — a 
combination of  strength 
and restraint that became 
central to Vajpayee’s states-
manship.

Then came the roads
The Golden Quadrilateral 
connected India’s major 
metropolitan centres 

through a transformative 
highway network, while 
rural connectivity initia-
tives carried the larger 
idea into India’s villages. 
For Vajpayee, infrastruc-
ture was not merely as-
phalt and concrete; it was a 
pathway to economic mo-
bility and national integra-
tion.

His contribution extend-
ed beyond roads and secu-
rity. He established a sepa-
rate ministry for tribal af-
fairs, and his political vi-
sion placed development 
within the larger frame-
work of  national inclusion.

At Nimbahera, Shah 
linked that inheritance to 
the Modi government’s 

tribal agenda, noting the 
rise in the ST component 
budget from ₹25,000 crore 
to ₹1.25 lakh crore, the cre-
ation of  10 museums dedi-
cated to tribal freedom 
fighters and 772 Eklavya 
schools.

But the most immediate 
political message from the 
stage was Rajasthan’s de-
velopment story. Shah said 
Chief  Minister Bhajan Lal 
Sharma had entered into 
three major water agree-
ments aimed at address-
ing the state’s chronic wa-
ter scarcity, with arrange-
ments involving Haryana, 
Gujarat and Punjab. He 
said these efforts would 
help provide water to 

nearly half  of  Rajasthan. 
Under the Jal Jeevan Mis-
sion, he said, the number 
of  households receiving 
tap water has risen dra-
matically, with 64 lakh 
homes now covered com-
pared with about 11 lakh 
earlier.

The programme also 
showcased the scale of  the 
state government’s devel-
opment agenda: 944 works 
worth more than ₹5,659 
crore across 15 districts 
were inaugurated or had 
their foundation stones 
laid. The Rising Rajasthan 
summit, Shah said, at-
tracted investment pro-
posals worth ₹35 lakh 
crore, while 36 new poli-

cies were framed to accel-
erate development.  Me-
war provided the emotion-
al backdrop. Shah invoked 
Maharana Pratap, Veer 
Poonja Bhil and Bha-
mashah, describing the 
land of  Mewar as no less 
than Kashi for patriots.  
Yet Vajpayee’s signifi-
cance cannot be reduced 
to nuclear tests, wars, 
highways or government 
schemes.

His enduring contribu-
tion was political culture. 
He could oppose fiercely 
without turning oppo-
nents into permanent en-
emies. He possessed the 
vocabulary of  ideology 
but also the instinct for ac-

commodation. His speech-
es carried the force of  ar-
gument; his poetry car-
ried the vulnerability of  a 
human being confronting 
power, defeat and hope. 
That is why the Ashtad-
hatu statue at Nimbahera 
carries a meaning larger 
than commemoration.

It is an assertion  
of inheritance
Governments will change. 
Political contests will be 
won and lost. The metal of  
a statue will weather. But 
Pokhran, Kargil, the Gold-

en Quadrilateral and Vaj-
payee’s parliamentary 
voice remain embedded in 
India’s institutional mem-
ory. Perhaps that is the 
enduring lesson of  Vaj-
payee.  He showed that 
power and poetry, convic-
tion and restraint, nation-
alism and democratic ci-
vility need not be oppos-
ing forces. For a nation 
still negotiating the diffi-
cult relationship between 
authority and dissent, 
that remains not merely a 
memory — but a political 
inheritance.

Trump orders Pentagon to scale back US-South Korea military exercises
n FAIR REPORT 
NEW DELHI

US President Donald 
Trump on Sunday ordered 
Pentagon to scale back 
planned joint military ex-
ercises with South Korea 
after he said it declined to 
help denuclearise Iran, 
adding that the joint war-
games may be perceived as 
“hostile” by “unthreaten-
ing and respectful” North 
Korea. Trump said in a so-
cial media post that he had 
recently asked South Ko-
rea’s president to join the 
US in its efforts to denu-
clearise Iran, “and they 
said, No thanks!” The US 

president further said the 
exercises, slated to begin 
this week, are not only 
costly but “send a signal 
that is totally inappropri-
ate and hostile” to North 
Korea, which he said “has 
been unthreatening and 
respectful” during his time 
in White House.

“Therefore, and based 
on the fact that it is too late 
to cancel, I have instructed 
Secretary of  War, Pete Heg-
seth, to substantially re-
duce the Joint Military 
Exercises!” Trump wrote.  
The move is the latest ex-
ample of  the president ap-
pearing to side against an 

ally in favour of  a leader 
that previous administra-
tions have cast as an adver-
sary.  Trump and others in 
his administration have 
also railed against NATO 
allies over perceived lack 
of  support for his war 

against Iran, even as they 
seek to confront an increas-
ingly aggressive Russia in 
the Baltic region. The 
planned 11-day exercises 
involving 18,000 South Ko-
rean soldiers were de-
signed to beef  up readiness 

against North Korean 
threats. The US military 
has said the summertime 
Ulchi Freedom Shield exer-
cises reinforce “the role of  
the alliance as the linchpin 
for regional peace and se-
curity” and reaffirm “the 
ironclad commitment be-
tween the United States 
and the Republic of  Korea 
to defend their home-
lands.” US and South Ko-
rean forces were expected 
to practice joint operations 
in complex scenarios, in-
cluding a live-fire exercise 
to test joint precision tar-
geting and maneuver, a wet 
gap crossing, and distribu-

tion of  prepositioned mili-
tary equipment, according 
to the US military. The joint 
training is set to start days 
after North Korea resumed 
ballistic missile testing ac-
tivities that are banned by 
the UN. Earlier this month, 
South Korea, the US and 
Japan detected launch of  a 
short-range ballistic mis-
sile from North Korea in 
what was its first ballistic 
weapons testing activity 
since late June. The mis-
sile landed in the waters 
off  North Korea’s east 
coast. 

North Korea has been 
pushing hard to enlarge its 

nuclear and missile arse-
nals since Kim’s high-
stakes diplomacy with 
Trump collapsed in 2019. 
Experts say Kim likely be-
lieves a bigger weapons 
arsenal would increase his 
chances for wresting more 
concessions from the US in 
future negotiations.

North Korea on Friday 
threatened unspecified 
stern steps against the US 
and South Korea, describ-
ing their military drills as 
a “a rehearsal for an ag-
gressive war” that are trig-
gering greater instability 
in the region.

The warning was typi-

cal of  the harsh rhetoric 
that North Korea often de-
ploys ahead of  major US-
South Korean military ex-
ercises. Experts say North 
Korea has often used its 
rivals’ drills as a pretext to 
ramp up testing activities 
to expand its weapons arse-
nals and promote public 
support for the reclusive 
North Korean leader. 
Trump’s announcement 
came a day after he posted 
a photo of  himself  stand-
ing next to North Korea’s 
Kim, writing that the two 
leaders get along great “de-
spite the unfriendly look 
on this particular picture.”

₹1.25 Lakh China Clay Missing, 
Case Filed After Court Order

Material sent from 
Nimbahera to Gujarat 
company did not 
reach there; accused 
of using fake 
documents to unload 
it at another company

n FAIR REPORT 
CHITTORGARH
A case has been registered 
at Kotwali police station in 
connection with the al-
leged misuse of  China clay 
worth around ₹1.25 lakh. 
The material was sent 
from Shri Vardhman Min-
erals in Nikumbh to AI-
RONA TILES LTD in Guja-
rat. However, the material 
allegedly did not reach the 
company and was unload-
ed at another company us-
ing fake documents. The 

case was registered after 
an order from the Chief  
Judicial Magistrate Court. 
Police have named Manoj 
Agrawal, owner of  Man 
Kag and Movers, Mahavir 
Ceramics House and the 
dumper driver as accused. 
Police have started the in-
vestigation. Piyush Jain, 
who looks after the office 
and mining work of  Shri 
Vardhman Minerals, said 
that a dumper loaded with 
China clay left Nikumbh 
on the evening of  Decem-
ber 6, 2025. The material 
was to reach AIRONA 
TILES LTD in Gujarat by 
December 7, but it did not 
reach the company. On 
March 31, 2026, while 
checking the accounts for 
the financial year, the com-

pany contacted AIRONA 
TILES LTD. The company 
said that no such vehicle 
had reached its premises 
and no material had been 
unloaded there. After 
checking the matter, it was 
alleged that the China clay 
was unloaded at Bajaj Ster-
ling Ceramics, also known 
as Bajaj Tiles, in Gujarat. 
When the company was 
contacted, information 
was received that the mate-
rial had been sent by Ma-
havir Ceramics House us-
ing a fake bill. Piyush Jain 
alleged that the transport-
er, dumper driver and Ma-
havir Ceramics House 
worked together and sent 
the material to the wrong 
place. He alleged that the 
material was sold there, 

causing a financial loss of  
around ₹1.25 lakh to Shri 
Vardhman Minerals. Jain 
said that he first contacted 
Manoj Agrawal, owner of  
Man Kag and Movers, after 
the matter came to light. 
He alleged that he did not 
get a satisfactory answer. 
He also alleged that he was 
threatened with death af-
ter raising the complaint. 
Jain said that written com-
plaints were given to the 
District Superintendent of  
Police, Deputy Superinten-
dent of  Police and Kotwali 
police on April 8 and July 
24. However, the FIR was 
not registered at that time. 
The complainant then 
filed a complaint before 
the Chief  Judicial Magis-
trate Court. 

Jio Businessman Accuses Three Former 
Employees of Taking ₹4.99 Lakh

Case registered on 
court order; 
employees were 
responsible for 
collecting money from 
shops and depositing 
it in the bank

n FAIR REPORT 
CHITTORGARH

A Jio recharge and mobile 
phone distribution busi-
nessman has accused three 
former employees of  tak-
ing ₹4.99 lakh from the busi-
ness collection. The case 
was registered by Kotwali 
police after an order from 
the Chief  Judicial Magis-
trate Court. According to 
Kotwali SHO Rajneesh Ku-
mar, Manish Jain, owner 
of  Nakoda Enterprises in 
Gandhi Nagar Sector-2, 
filed the complaint. His 

firm has been working in 
Jio recharge and Jio phone 
distribution in Chittorgarh 
city and Chanderiya since 
April 2024. Employees were 
given the responsibility of  
collecting money from 
shops for mobile recharge 
and phone sales. They col-
lected cash from shopkeep-
ers and deposited the 
amount in the office or 
bank in the evening. 
Jivesh Regar, Vinod Regar 
and Akash Meena were 
among the employees. 
Manish Jain said that 
from December 2025, he 
became busy with prepa-
rations for his brother’s 
wedding. He trusted the 
employees and gave them 
responsibility for the busi-
ness. The employees used 
to send bank deposit re-

ceipts to him on What-
sApp, so he did not suspect 
any problem. After the 
wedding, on February 13, 
Manish checked the busi-
ness accounts. He found a 
difference between the 
money collected from 
shops and the amount de-
posited in the bank. Ac-
cording to the complaint, 
when the employees were 
questioned, they allegedly 
said that some money had 
been used for family needs. 
They reportedly promised 
to return the money later 
or have it deducted from 
their salaries. However, 
later all three employees 
stopped coming to work 
regularly. The business-
man alleged that when he 
asked them to come to the 
office and settle the ac-

counts, they abused him 
and threatened to involve 
him in a false case. He also 
alleged that one of  the ac-
cused threatened him with 
death. According to the 
complaint, Jivesh Regar is 
accused of  not depositing 
₹3,70,485, Vinod Regar 
₹74,940 and Akash Meena 
₹53,350. The total amount is 
₹4,98,775. Manish first com-
plained to Kotwali police 
and later to the District SP. 
When no case was regis-
tered, he approached the 
Chief  Judicial Magistrate 
Court. Following the court 
order, Kotwali police regis-
tered a case against all 
three accused and started 
an investigation. Police 
are checking collection re-
cords, bank receipts and 
other documents.


