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‘You Can Change the Spectacles,
Not the Negative Vision’

B FAIR REPORT
JAIPUR

Rajasthan Chief Minister
Bhajan Lal Sharma on Tues-
day launched a sharp coun-
terattack on former Chief
Minister Ashok Gehlot, ac-
cusing him of viewing the
state’s development through
a “negative lens” and claim-
ing that the Congress leader-
ship was increasingly con-
sumed by an internal race
for political primacy. Speak-
ing at the OTS Ground in
Jaipur, Sharma said Gehlot
may change his spectacles,
but cannot change his “neg-
ative vision”. “You can
change the spectacles, but
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Pakistan’s carefully con-
structed deniability over
is becoming

terrorism

you cannot change a nega-
tive vision,” Sharma said,
taking a direct swipe at his
predecessor’s criticism of
the BJP government. The
Chief Minister also trained
his guns on the Congress
leadership, saying that while

harder to sustain. A pub-
lic statement attributed
to Lashkar-e-Taiba func-
tionary Nasir Madni—
claiming that Hafiz Saeed
sent 10,000 fighters into
Kashmir—is not merely
inflammatory rhetoric. If
authentic and accurately
reported, it is a startling
admission that directly
contradicts Islamabad’s
longstanding claims of
distance from the terror
networks operating
against India.

Y 4
there were earlier two con-
tenders for the number-one
position before the party’s
Delhi leadership, the contest
had now expanded to four.
Sharma said voters would
eventually respond to what
he described as the Con-

gress’s “politics of self-inter-
est, appeasement and corrup-
tion”.

Paper leaks versus
government jobs

The Chief Minister
sought to draw a sharp con-
trast between the previous
Congress government and
his administration on em-
ployment and governance.

He alleged that young
people under the Gehlot
government had been re-
peatedly troubled by paper
leaks, while the BJP gov-
ernment was working to
turn the aspirations of the
state’s youth into reality.

The more disturbing
question is not what one
militant said, but why
such men continue to find

public platforms and po-
litical space.

In Pakistan-occupied
Jammu and Kashmir, the

Sharma further claimed
that more than 60-70 per
cent of the announcements
made during the previous
government could not be
implemented, asserting
that his government was
working to take every
promise and announce-
ment to the ground. The
Chief Minister also at-
tacked the previous gov-
ernment over electricity
and water supply, claiming
that people had struggled
to receive adequate power
and that no concrete initia-
tives were taken to address
the state’s long-term water
requirements.

alleged double standard is
even more stark. Armed
cadres associated with
banned extremist organi-
sations have repeatedly
been accused of operating
openly, while civilian
movements demanding po-
litical rights, economic re-
lief and accountability
have faced restrictions, ar-
rests and communications
curbs. If an armed extrem-
ist can march publicly
while an unarmed citizen
is branded a security

PRGI No. - RNI- RIBIL/25/A1808] Vol 1 | Issue No.- 331 Pages 04 | %3.00

THE DAWN OF A FEARLESS PEN

b .r
| o

Bomb Threat Rocks
Rajasthan CM’s
Office, Sparks 4.5-
Hour Search Operation
— Drunk Man Held
JAIPUR: A chilling phone
call sent shockwaves
through the Rajasthan Sec-
retariat on Tuesday morn-
ing, after the Chief Minis-
ter’s Office (CMO) in
Jaipur received a bomb
threat that triggered a mas-
sive, four-and-a-half-hour
security operation involv-
ing some of the state’s most
elite response units. The
threat was phoned in to the
Police Control Room at
10:30 am on Tuesday, in-
stantly setting off alarm
bells among police and ad-
ministrative officials sta-
tioned at the high-security
complex. Within minutes,
the Secretariat was thrown
into a state of heightened
alert as security personnel
moved to seal off the area.
No chances were taken. A
full-scale search operation
was launched, with the Dog
Squad, the Anti-Terrorist
Squad (ATS) .

threat, the distinction be-
tween counterterrorism
and political repression
becomes impossible to ig-
nore. This is the central
contradiction confronting
Islamabad. Pakistan pre-
sents itself internationally
as a victim of terrorism,
yet elements of its security
establishment have for dec-
ades been accused of culti-
vating militant proxies as
instruments of strategic
policy. The names may
change—Lashkar-e-Taiba,

- .l.

- .

_q._‘;'ﬁi' L]
7 o, -.' o =

B
N\

i f m‘_.\‘

=5 People inspect houses damaged by an earth-

- quake in North Lamba Leda, East Nusa Tenggara
provmce Indonesia, Tuesday.
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‘Not a Slngle Ser'lous Injury

Not a Single Death’: Rijiju

Praises Police Handling of
Jantar Mantar Protest

H FAIR REPORT

JAIPUR

Parliamentary Affairs Min-
ister Kiren Rijiju has
strongly defended the Delhi
Police’s handling of the Jan-
tar Mantar protest, assert-
ing that the administration
managed a massive mobili-
sation without a single fatal-
ity or serious injury. Speak-
ing about the protest, Rijiju
said “not a single person
was harmed” and claimed
that no protester suffered a
broken bone or was admit-
ted to hospital with a seri-
ous injury despite thou-
sands gathering at the pro-
test site. Rijiju alleged that
several political groups and
activists infiltrated the dem-
onstration under the guise
of students and attempted
to provoke violence. He spe-
cifically referred to people

TERROR INC: WHEN A STATE OUTSOURCES
ITS OCCUPIED TERRITORY TO JIHADIS

associated with the Aam
Aadmi Party, Bhim Army
and Samajwadi Party, ac-
cusing them of inciting pro-
testers. The minister said
the Delhi administration
exercised considerable re-
straint throughout the pro-
test and did not resort to
even a single lathi-charge.
According to him, police in-
tervention became neces-
sary only when protesters
attempted to forcibly march
towards Parliament.

Jaish-e-Mohammed or Hiz-
bul Mujahideen—but the
underlying model remains
disturbingly familiar.PoJK
deserves better than be-
coming a laboratory for
this cynical bargain.

Its people should not
have to choose between
militarised politics and
militant intimidation.
Their political grievances
cannot legitimately be an-
swered with the language
of terrorism, while armed
organisations receive tol-

erance or protection. If
Pakistan genuinely wants
to demonstrate that its
policy has changed, decla-
rations will not suffice. It
must dismantle militant
infrastructure, prosecute
those responsible for ter-
rorism, and guarantee the
political and civil rights of
the people living under its
administration. til then,
Islamabad’s denials will
increasingly sound less
like policy—and more like
public relations.




€) @Fair Report @@rair_report @@fairreportnews ® @Frair report

FAIR NATION

= States Focus = Qdisha CM announces 31,000-crore flood package

VP TO ADDRESS IAS AND IFS
PROBATIONERS IN UTTARAKHAND

Vice President CP Radhakrishnan will visit Uttarakhand on
Wednesday and Thursday, where he will address Indian
Administrative Service and Indian Forest Service
probationers. On Wednesday, the vice president will visit
the Indira Gandhi National Forest Academy (IGNFA) in
Dehradun, where he will address and interact with Indian
Forest Service (IFS) probationers of the 2025-27 batch, an
official statement said. On Thursday, he will be the chief
guest at the valedictory ceremony of Phase-Il of the IAS
Professional Course for the 2024 batch at the Lal Bahadur
Shastri National Academy of Administration (LBSNAA) in

Mussoorie, it said.

(PTI)

BIHAR: LALU CALLS FOR MARCH

TO LOK BHAVAN ON AUGUST 19

RJD supremo Lalu Prasad on Tuesday called for a march to
the Lok Bhavan on August 19 against the “dictatorial
attitude” of the State Government that "responds to
democratic demands with bullets from an AK-47".

The opposition party’s leader said members of the
Mahagathbandhan alliance would attend the march and
submit a memorandum to the governor over the alleged
firing of an AK-47 rifle against student protesters in Siwan

district last month.

A police constable was suspended after a video
purportedly showing him using an AK-47 rifle during a
student protest in Bihar's Siwan district on July 25 against
an NEET exam paper leak went viral on social media. (PTI)

FAIR REPORT
M Bhubaneswar

Odisha Chief Minister Mohan
Charan Majhi on Tuesday
announced a 1,000 crore
relief package for areas
affected by floods and free
kitchens for people evacuat-
ed from inundated areas till
the situation improves.

As the State experienced
two bouts of flooding within
one month, the chief minis-
ter attributed it to “1,100
mm of rain since June”
despite the forecast of scant
rainfall due to the El Nino
weather pattern.

“This amount of rainfall is
the highest in Odisha overa
period of 25 years,” the chief
minister said, adding the
state has been successfully
tackling the situation.

Addressing a press confer-
ence, he said, “Based on the
IMD’s El Nino warning, all of
us were expecting scant rain-
fallin the state. Therefore, the
reservoirs were directed to
store water in case there
was less rain during the
monsoon.”

“However, the state
received around 1100 mm of
rainfall since the beginning
of the monsoon in June. This
is 34 per cent over normal in
the State.”

Majhi also reviewed the
flood situation in the six dis-
tricts of Balasore, Bhadrak,
Jajpur, Mayurbhanj, Keonjhar
and Kendrapara.

Stating that the second
spell of flooding has so far
impacted nearly 9.40 lakh
people in six districts, Majhi
said maintaining zero casu-
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Odisha Chief Minister-Mbhan Charan Majhi PTI

alties was the priority of his
Government.

“Although around 100
people were bitten by snakes
in the flood-affected areas, all
of them survived because of
easy availability of anti-

venom injections,” the chief
minister said.

While at least six people
were Killed in the first spell
of floods, the Government
was yet to confirm the toll
this time.

“%1,000 crore package is
announced based on the
preliminary estimation, and
additional funds would be
provided if required after
getting the detailed damage
assessment from the flood-
hit districts,” Majhi told
reporters.

The chief minister said the
package includes input agri-
cultural subsidy for farmers
over crop damage, supply of
seeds, repair of lift irrigation
projects, and providing
succour to those who lost
their livelihood.

According to the provi-
sions of the package, the
chief minister said small and
marginal farmers, whose
crops have suffered 33 per
cent or more damage, will
receive compensation of
8,500 per hectare for non-

irrigated land, 17,000 per
hectare for irrigated land
and 22,500 per hectare for
all-season or perennial
produce.

Apart from this, affected
farmers will also receive finan-
cial assistance to purchase
paddy and non-paddy seeds,
and free vegetable mini-kits to
restart cultivation.

Those facing pest damage
after the floods will be eligi-
ble fora 75 per cent subsidy.

Majhi said lift irrigation
projects would be repaired
on priority and short-term
Kharif loans would be con-
verted into medium-term
loans for willing farmers.

Fisherfolk would also get
damages for loss of fishing
nets and boats, while com-
pensation would be provid-
ed for loss of livestock.

Manipur MLA delegation to visit Delhi
to apprise central leaders on NRC

FAIR REPORT
M Imphal

The Manipur Government
on Tuesday reiterated its
stand that the National
Register of Citizens (NRC)
updation should be taken up
in the State and that a dele-
gation of MLAs will be visit-
ing New Delhi to apprise
the central leaders of
the issue.

Manipur Government
spokesperson and MLA Dr
Sapam Ranjan Singh told
reporters that “The
Government has been very,
very serious on the issues
pertaining to NRC and the
census and concerns related
to demographic imbalances
and changes. The concerns of
the people are also ours.”

Singh said, “Manipur
Legislative Assembly had
passed a resolution on August
5,2022, urging that the NRC be
taken up in the State. The res-
olution was subsequently reaf-
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firmed by the Assembly on
March 1,2024. This has been a
long-standing issue of utmost
concern for our Government.
The Government has been
corresponding with the Union
Home Ministry.”

He also said that a team of
MLAs would visit New Delhi
to seek guidance and urge
the Central Government to
take up the NRC updation.

Singh said, “We have been
pushing for NRC right from
before and have been contin-

)

uing the request to central
leadership. We had already
planned that a team of MLAs
will be going to Delhi to seek
guidance and also to request
them to make sure that NRC
is taken up before the census.
It's the responsibility of all of
us. [ am sure positive direc-
tions will come up.”

He also stressed that the
issue should be addressed
collectively, irrespective of
political party, community or
other differences, as it con-

JD(S) protests agricultural land acquisition for Bidadi township

FAIR REPORT
H Bengaluru

The |D(S) on Tuesday staged
a massive protest in
Bengaluru against the acqui-
sition of agricultural land for
the proposed GBIT project
near Bidadi in Karnataka.

The protest held at
Freedom Park here was led
by former Prime Minister and
party supremo HD Deve
Gowda.

A huge number of farmers
from various districts of the
State, along with members of
DS and BJP, participated in
the protest.

Speaking to reporters,
Union Minister HD
Kumaraswamy extended his
support to farmers protesting
against the acquisition of
agricultural land for the pro-
posed project, alleging that
the State Government had
ignored the demands of
farmers who have been
protesting for nearly 500
days.

Kumaraswamy said the
farming community had
been continuously opposing
the Government’s move to
acquire their land and alleged

that the Government was
acting “arrogantly” by refus-
ing to heed their requests.

“For the last 500 days, this
Government has arrogantly
not given any response to the
requests of the farming com-
munity. This Government is
going against the farmers’
demands,” he said.

Kumaraswamy claimed
that more than 80 per cent of
the farming community in
the affected area was not
willing to surrender their
ancestral properties for the
proposed project.

“This massive protest rally
is not... to misuse the farming
community to strengthen
our party. The farming com-
munity is requesting the
Government not to take their
land in the name of an inte-
grated city or township,”
he said.

He said his party had always
supported farmers whenever
they faced difficulties or when
Governments made decisions
against their interests, and
that today’s massive rally has
been held to oppose the
Government’s decision and
stand with the voice of the
farming community.

Former prime minister HD Deve Gowda, front centre, with Union Minister HD
Kumaraswamy, front left, and JD(S) Youth Wing leader Nikhil Kumaraswamy,
second right, during a protest against the acquisition of farmers’ land for the

Bidadi township project at Freedom Park in Bengaluru on Tuesday PTI

I

]D(S) youth wing president
Nikhil Kumaraswamy alleged
that the congress
Government was trying to
forcibly acquire farmers’ land
in the name of development
and was using the project to
make money through real
estate.

He said a march from
Byramangala near Bidadi to
Freedom Park had been
stopped by the Government
after two days of the
padayatra.

“Two days of padayatra
made such an impact that the

Government was shaken up,
and they completely stopped
us,” he told reporters.

On August 9, the |D(S) had
organised a padayatra
against the acquisition of
agricultural land for the pro-
posed GBIT project.

Supported by alliance
partner BJP, the march from
Byramangala near Bidadi to
Freedom Park in Bengaluru
city, led by Nikhil, was origi-
nally planned for three days
butit called off the march on
its second day (August 10)
after police stopped them

near Kaniminike.

Today we are standing for
farmers, so the Government
at least now should step up
their game and should make
sure that they do not forceful-
ly do the project,” he said.

Accusing the Congress
Government of using devel-
opment as a pretext for finan-
cial gains, he said, “Today the
Congress, in the name of
development, want to loot.”
“This project is only to make
money out of real estate,”
he alleged.

Amid protests by farmers
and locals, the Government
has constituted a high-level
committee headed by retired
High Court Judge Justice
Guhanathan Narendar to
review the varying opinions
and feedback regarding the
Greater Bengaluru Integrated
Township project.

Earlier, despite opposition
from farmers and local people,
the Government has issued
two sets of final notifications
for the acquisition of over
5,400 acres of land spread
across seven villages for the
GBIT project, which is project-
ed as India’s “first Al-powered
integrated township”.

cerns the future of the State
and its people.

Singh also reiterated that
the State Government
acknowledges the demand
of civil society organisations
and the people of Manipur
that NRC should be conduct-
ed before the Census.

On the ongoing bandh
and protests, Singh said that
peaceful protest is a demo-
craticright and appealed to
the protesters to express
their grievances peacefully
and democratically without
resorting to violence or
causing inconvenience to
the general public, students
and people whose liveli-
hoods may be affected by
the disruptions.

Regarding the NRC
process, he stated that the
matter requires discussion
and consideration at various
levels and that several
aspects may need to be
addressed before the NRC
can be taken up.

Marandi slams Jharkhand
Govt on exam scrapping

FAIR REPORT
M Ranchi

Jharkhand’s Leader of
Opposition Babulal Marandi
on Tuesday alleged that the
JMM-led Government is
“cheating agitating stu-
dents” by announcing the
cancellation of recruitment
exams and demanded a
probe by the CBI.

The BJP leader said that
reports are emerging
about irregularities in both
the Jharkhand Public
Service Commission (JPSC)
and the Jharkhand Staff
Selection Commission
(JSSC), and alleged that
jobs were sold by both
agencies, compromising
the rights of the State’s
students and aspirants.

The Jharkhand
Government on Monday
announced the cancella-
tion of the |SSC-CGL exam
and all recruitment tests
conducted by outsourced
agency TDPL since 2014.

“The Hemant Soren
Government is cheating the
students by announcing the
cancellation of the examina-
tion. When the Government
knows that the agitators
want an investigation by the
CBI, why is it then backing
out? Itis clear from this that
the people sitting in the
Government are also
involved in selling jobs,”
said Marandi, a former chief
minister.

The BJP has maintained
a clear position from the
very beginning that the
CBI should investigate the
entire matter, since evi-
dence is gradually appear-
ing that both agencies sold
jobs, he claimed.

Karnataka global hub for new
research: CM Shivakumar

FAIR REPORT
M Bengaluru

Karnataka Chief Minister DK
Shivakumar on Tuesday said
that the State has emerged
as a global hub for new
research because of the skills
of its youth, and stressed
that skill was an asset that
no one can steal.

Addressing World Youth
Skills Day at the Banquet Hall
of Vidhana Soudha,
Shivakumar said education
must be accompanied by
skill if the country was to
progress.

“Skill means the conflu-
ence of intellectuals and
achievers. No one can steal
skill. Thanks to the skills of
the youth here. Karnataka
has become the hub of
new research in the world,”
he said.

“If the country needs to
become more aware, skill
must accompany educa-
tion. Possessing a skill is like
enjoying a royal fortune
(Rajayoga); no one can steal
it,” he said, noting that

California had 1.3 million IT
engineers while Bengaluru
alone had 2.5 million IT
professionals.

Every person possessed
some skill, he said, citing
goldsmiths, carpenters and
even prisoners who helped
construct Vidhana Soudha
before modern technology
became available.

Shivakumar said industri-
alists such as those heading
the Tata and Mahindra con-
glomerates had studied and
acquired skills in Bengaluru
before expanding their busi-
nesses globally. “Do not
restrict your competition to
Belagavi, Hubballi, or

Dharwad — you must
compete at the global level,”
he told students.

Recalling the history of
II1Sc, he said Swami
Vivekananda had discussed
India’s poverty with Jamsetji
Tata during a ship journey
and concluded that poverty
could be eradicated through
science. Vivekananda subse-
quently approached the
then Maharaja of Mysore,
leading to the establish-
ment of [ISc on 360 acres, he
said, adding that the institu-
tion had since produced
hundreds of thousands of
talented scientists.

“No one can steal skill. My
power and office might end
one day, but the skill within
me will not. Furthermore,
the education we acquire
never fades away,” he said.

Shivakumar said degrees
did not necessarily translate
into skill or common sense,
pointing to farmers ploughing
fields in straight lines and
women planting crops pre-
cisely without being taught by
engineers or using rulers.

T I T T T T T T T TR T T T T TR T T TR R TR R T TR EEE LR R ey

Andhra Govt committed to developing
State’s coastline: Minister Janardhan

FAIR REPORT
W Amaravati

Andhra Pradesh Infrastructure
Minister BC Janardhan Reddy
on Tuesday said the TDP-led
Government is committed to
developing the State’s coast-
line and promised to com-
plete all port and fishing
harbour projects soon.
Addressing the Assembly,
the Infrastructure Minister
said the Government will
expedite Budagatlapalem
fishing harbour works in
Srikakulam district, and con-
struct a Fish Landing Centre
(FLC) in Manchinillapeta.
“Under the leadership of CM
Chandrababu Naidu, the coali-
tion Government is commit-
ted to the development of the
coastline. Very soon we will
complete all the port and
fishing harbour projects taken
up in the State,” he said.
Acknowledging existing

|

infrastructural and cold
storage issues at
Krishnapatnam and
Ramayyapatnam ports, the
minister promised to resolve
them soon.

According to Reddy, the
Adani Krishnapatnam Port
management has agreed to
offer 325 crore Corporate
Social Responsibility (CSR)
funds for Nelaturu FLC.

Already, he said, %15 crore
worth of development
works are underway,
promising to resolve

pending issues to avoid
hassles for fishermen.

In West Godavari district,
Reddy said the fishing harbour
at Biyyaputippa village will be
converted into an FLC,among
other initiatives.

Addressing the issues
being faced by coconut
farmers in Konaseema
region, Agriculture Minister
K Atchannaidu said the
Government has devised an
action plan for a perma-
nent solution rather than a
temporary fix.

Excessive judicial interventions slow

down arbitrat

FAIR REPORT
M New Delhi

Amid the Government’s
push to make India an inter-
national arbitration hub, a
parliamentary committee
has lamented that “exces-
sive or inconsistent” judicial
intervention affects the effi-
ciency of arbitration.

It said such interventions
often slow down what is
intended to be a quicker
alternative to court
litigation.

“While some level of court
oversight is necessary to
ensure fairness and legality,
frequent oravoidable inter-
vention can lead to inordi-
nate delays and may also
dilute the independence of
the arbitral process,” the
committee said.

In its latest report on
institutional alternative
dispute resolution submit-
ted in Parliament last week,

iy

the department-related
standing committee on law
and personnel has also
flagged “limited global vis-
ibility” as a challenge for
the country’s alternative
dispute resolution ecosys-
tem and has suggested con-
sistent quality in arbitral
proceedings as one of the
solutions.

The panel noted that the
evolving nature and
increasing complexity of
disputes today require
regular assessment of the

1on decision

- Panel

capacity of alternative
dispute resolution institu-
tions as demands continue
to grow over time.

“In many instances, exist-
ing wherewithal does not
keep pace with this rising
demand, which can affect
both the quality and speed
of dispute resolution,” it
pointed out.

There is a need, it said,
for continuous evaluation
and timely upgradation of
resources, systems, and
professional capabilities to
ensure that these institu-
tions remain efficient,
responsive, and well-
equipped to handle dis-
putes effectively.

“The Committee, there-
fore, recommends that ADR
institutions put in place
regular review mechanisms
to assess their functioning
and identify the gaps in
infrastructure, staffing, and
expertise.”

Awareness on Nasha Mukt Bharat
Abhiyan launched by Saharsa DIG

4
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FAIR REPORT
M Patna

As part of the Government’s
Nasha Mukt Bharat Abhiyan
(Drug-Free India Campaign),
an awareness program was
held at Middle School,
Rahuamani in Saharsa dis-
trict. The event was graced
by Dr Kumar Ashish, Deputy
Inspector General of Police
(DIG), Koshi Range, Saharsa,
who addressed the gather-
ing of students, parents,
and educators.

He highlighted the
severe physical, psycho-
logical, and social risks of
substance abuse and urged
the youth to stay drug-
free. The session conclud-
ed with participants taking
a formal pledge against
drug consumption. On the
occasion, the DIG also
launched a dedicated anti-
drug helpline number
(9060384865) for report-
ing illicit trafficking or con-
sumption via call, SMS, or
WhatsApp.
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Govt unveils indigenisation list of
405 strategically important items

FAIR REPORT
M New Delhi

Stepping up its efforts to
achieve self-reliance in
defence production, the
Government on Tuesday
released the sixth Positive
Indigenisation List (PIL) of 405
strategically importantitems
with an estimated business
potential of Z3, 070 crore.

The Department of
Defence Production (DDP),
Ministry of Defence, has noti-
fied the sixth Positive
Indigenisation List (PIL).

It contains Line
Replaceable Units, sub-
systems, sub-assemblies,
spares, components and raw
materials. These include 16
items of the Indian Coast
Guard (ICG) and 389 items of
Defence Public Sector
Undertakings (DPSUs). The
items cover a broad range of
defence platforms and
systems, including Air plat-
forms such as Advanced Light
Helicopter, Light Utility
Helicopter, Su-30MKI, Light
Combat Aircraft and AL-31FP
engine, and Armoured plat-
forms including T-72, T-90
and BMP-1I Warships.

The otheritems are Missile
systems such as Konkurs-M,
Invar and MRSAM; defence
electronics including radars,
sonars, fire control systems
and satellite communication
systems; high-explosive anti-
tank ammunition and other
critical defence equipment

The detailed list of items is
available on the SRIJAN Portal
(srijandefence.gov.in).

Eachitem has an indicative
timeline for indigenisation.
Upon successful indigenous
development, these items
will be procured from the

Indian mdustry The DPSUs
and ICG will undertake indi-
genisation through various
routes, including their ‘Make’
procedure and in-house
development, with partici-
pation from the industry,
particularly MSMEs.

This sixth PIL marks
another step in the govern-
ment’s efforts to promote
self-reliance in defence man-
ufacturing under the
Aatmanirbhar Bharat initia-
tive. It is expected to further
expand opportunities for the
Indian industry, strengthen

the domestic defence manu-
facturing ecosystem,
promote investment and
innovation, and contribute to
reducing dependence
on imports.

The DDP launched the
SRIJAN Defence Portal in
August 2020 as a dedicated
platform through which the
DPSUs and Service
Headquarters (SHQs) offer
defence items to the industry,
including MSMEs and start-
ups, for indigenous develop-
ment and production.

Since its launch, the portal
has facilitated the offer of
more than 33,000 defence
items for indigenisation by
DPSUs and SHQs up to June
2026. These include 5,012 items
notified under the first five
Positive Indigenisation Lists.

More than 15,700 defence
items have been successful-
ly indigenised, resulting in an
estimated import substitu-
tion value of about Rs 9,000
crore over the last five years.
In addition, DPSUs have
placed procurement orders,
including in-house produc-
tion, worth approximately
Rs 10,000 crore with domes-
tic vendors up to March 2026.

Jaipur, Wednesday, 19 August 2026
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8 Killed, 32 injured |n MP hlghway crash
Iri

FAIR REPORT
M Bhind

Eight labourers were killed
and 32 others injured when
the pickup vehicle carrying
them collided head-on with
a dumper truck in Madhya
Pradesh’s Bhind district early
Tuesday, police said.

The accident took place
around 1 am near Chhimka
village on the Bhind-Gwalior
National Highway. The
labourers, who were resi-
dents of Uttar Pradesh’s
Lakhimpur Kheri district,
were returning home after
completing paddy transplan-
tation work in Gwalior.

According to preliminary
findings, the pickup driver
tried to avoid cattle sitting on
the highway and lost control
of the vehicle.

The pickup then moved
onto the wrong side of the
road and crashed into the
oncoming dumper,
said Ramnaresh Yadav, in-
charge of Gohad Chauraha
police station.

The collision was so severe
that the pickup was badly
damaged and several labour-
ers became trapped inside.
Five labourers died at the
spot, while three others suc-
cumbed to their injuries while
being taken to hospital.

If

Police teams reached the
site after receiving informa-
tion about the accident. With
assistance from local resi-
dents, they pulled the
trapped labourers out of the
mangled vehicle.

All the injured were initial-
ly taken to a hospital in
Gohad, where they received
first aid. Those with serious
injuries were later referred to
Gwalior for specialised treat-

ment. Kheri Superintendent
of Police Khyati Garg con-
firmed the eight deaths and
expressed condolences to
the families of the victims.
Six of the deceased have
been identified as Updesh,
Amar Singh, Sukhdev and
Rajneesh, all residents of
Bela Tursiya village in the
Mohammadi area and
aged between 30 and 45
years. The other two identi-

rPo9

fied victims were Subhash,
30, from Harna Neoli village
and Guddu, 45, from
Kishanpur Ajit village in the
Pasgawan area.

The identities of two
othervictims were yet to be
established.Mohammadi
police station SHO Umesh
Chaurasiya said relatives of
some of the deceased
and injured had reached the
accident site.
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Coast Guard rescue 9 fishermen from sinking boat

FAIR REPORT
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M Daman

An Indian Coast Guard (ICG) team
from Daman on Tuesday rescued nine
fishermen, three of them injured,
from a boat that was reported to be
sinking in the Arabian Sea.

The team from the ICG Air Station
(ICGAS) swiftly responded to a distress
call and launched a
rescue operation with the help of a
helicopter, an official release said.

“The Indian Coast Guard Air Station
Daman swiftly responded to a distress
call regarding an Indian fishing boat
carrying nine fishermen.

The boat was reported to be
sinking, posing an imminent threat
to the lives of all nine fishermen,”
the release stated. After receiving .
the call, ICGAS immediately dis- .

patched a Chetak helicopter to the

reported position of the boat and
safely rescued nine fishermen,
it said.

“During the rescue operation, it
was observed that three fishermen
had sustained minor injuries.

The injured fishermen were
brought to the ICGAS Daman, where
they received first aid.

Subsequently, they were shifted
to a Government Hospital for
further medical treatment,” the
release noted.

The swift and coordinated
response by the ICG averted a poten-
tial accident and reaffirmed the
maritime law enforcement
agency’s unwavering commitment
to saving lives at sea and ensuring
the safety of fishermen and
mariners, it added.

IIT Bombay
launches
e-PG diploma
in computer
science, Al

FAIR REPORT 8 Guwahati

Drugs worth more than %10
crore were seized and seven
suspected drug traffickers
arrested from different parts
of Assam.

Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma, in a social media
post on Tuesday, said that
50,000 Yaba tablets worth Rs
10 crore were seized from a
truck’s secret chamber at Old
MVI checkpoint in Digharkhal
area of Cachar district.

“Humpty Dumpty had a
great fall. So did this drug haul.
Good job @cacharpolice and
@assampolice,” he said.
During the operation, one
suspected drug trafficker was

FAIR REPORT
B Mumbai

IIT Bombay’s Educational
Outreach is offering an e-
Postgraduate Diploma in
Computer Science and
Artificial Intelligence (CS and Al)
in line with the growing role of

Assam Police seize huge drug trafficking haul in Cachar

Drugs worth over 10 cr seized, 7 traffickers held in Assam

also arrested, he added. The
chief minister’s office, in a post
on social media, said that
234.89 kg of ganja were seized
from Bhairabkunda in
Udalguri district and six
people apprehended.

“Legal action is underway
against those apprehended
in both operations,” it added.

Sarma applauded Assam
Police for the decisive action
and stressed that the state’s
fight against the drug
menace will continue with
full force. Yaba or ‘crazy
medicine’ in Thai is a tablet
form of a mixture of
methamphetamine (a pow-
erful and addictive stimu-

PIONEERPHOTO  ]ant) and caffeine.

FAIR REPORT
M New Delhi

The BJP on Tuesday con-
demned the Congress for
singing only two stanzas of
Vande Mataram at a pro-
gramme in Goa attended
by party president
Mallikarjun Kharge, alleging
that it was compromising its
own traditions due to “vote-
bank politics”. The remarks
came a day after Kharge
attended a booth workers’
convention in Goa’s Verna
where only two stanzas of
the national song were sung.

Addressing a press confer-
ence, senior BJP leader Ravi
Shankar Prasad said the
Congress should stop claim-
ing a monopoly over the
legacy of the freedom move-
ment if it does not respect
the national song.

“If this is what the
Congress party is doing with
the great national song
Vande Mataram, you better
stop claiming monopoly as
the custodian of the freedom
movement,” he said.

Prasad said Vande
Mataram was an important
song of India’s freedom
struggle and alleged that
the Congress’ decision to
sing only two stanzas of
Vande Mataram was linked
to pressure from the Muslim
League in the 1930s.

He also referred to the
Prevention of Insults to

BJP hits out at Congress over
Vande Mataram row in Goa

National Honour Act, 1971,
and said the law had subse-
quently been amended to
provide protection to
Vande Mataram.

“The Prevention of Insults
to National Honour Act was
enacted in 1971 when the
Congress Government was
in power, and Indira Gandhi
was the prime minister,” he
said.

“The law has now been
amended to include Vande
Mataram. If anyone mocks or
insults it, action can be taken
against them,” he said.

Prasad alleged that the
Congress was abandoning
its own traditions because of
vote-bank considerations.

“When national-interest
issues clash with vote-bank
politics, the Congress party
retreats. It does not even
respect its own traditions,”
he said.

Prasad displayed a copy of
the original Constitution at

Al in modern computing.

The programme is aimed
at software developers, engi-
neers, IT professionals and
data scientists who have
learnt computer science
either during their under-
graduate studies with basic
computer science knowl-
edge, IIT Bombay said.

Designed and delivered by
IIT Bombay faculty, with Great
Learning as the EdTech
partner, the programme com-
bines strong computer science
foundations with contempo-
rary developments in Al and
Machine Learning.

AIIMS Delhi, Indian Stroke Association hold CME to boost stroke care in India

FAIR REPORT
M New Delhi

More than 400 healthcare
professionals participated in
a continuing medical educa-
tion (CME) programme organ-
ised by the Department of
Neurology, AlIMS Delhi, in col-
laboration with the Indian
Stroke Association (ISA) to
discuss strategies for expand-
ing stroke care in India from
prevention and early recogni-
tion to advanced treatment.

The CME, titled “Save the
Brain — Stroke is Preventable
and Treatable”, was held on
August 6, marking the cente-
nary of cerebral angiogra-
phy and paying tribute to its

FAIR REPORTR \lumbai

Autorickshaw and taxi drivers will
get an opportunity to learn Marathi
before action is initiated against
them for failing to comply with the
language requirement,
Maharashtra Transport Minister
Pratap Sarnaik said on Tuesday
amid concerns among some sec-
tions over the rule enforcement.

The amended motor vehicle
rules have evoked mixed reactions,
with some supporting the need to
know the local language, and
others opposing them.

Union minister Ramdas
Athawale has argued against

Transport Minister Pratap Sarnaik

immediate action, saying it could
create disputes and affect the
livelihoods of drivers from other

states. Indicating a softening of the
stand, Sarnaik said the
Government would not immedi-
ately cancel permits or licenses of
drivers who do not know Marathi.

He emphasised that the aim was
not to deprive them of their liveli-
hood but to ensure those provid-
ing passenger transport services in
Maharashtra possess a working
knowledge of the language.

Nearly six lakh auto-rickshaw
and taxi drivers operating
in Maharashtra, Mumbai
Metropolitan Region (MMR), will be
brought under a Marathi-language
learning initiative, he said at a
press conference here.

“There are around 9.16 lakh
auto-rickshaws and 61,657 taxis in
Maharashtra. A large number of
them operate in the MMR. We
have decided to continue the ini-
tiative and make efforts to teach
Marathi to those who do not know
the language,” Sarnaik said.

According to a notification
issued by the state transport
department, licences and permits
of drivers of passenger vehicles
could be suspended and eventual-
ly cancelled if they fail to acquire
the required knowledge of Marathi
within the stipulated period.

Under the amended rules, if a
driver is found lacking the required

knowledge, the licensing author-
ity will issue a notice granting him
one month to acquire it.

If the driver fails to comply
within that period, the authority
may suspend the authorisation on
his driving licence for three
months. In case of continued non-
compliance, the authority may
revoke the authorisation.

A large number of passenger
vehicle drivers across Maharashtra
hail from other states.

Some drivers and union
leaders have expressed concern
that cancellation of licences and
permits could adversely affect
their livelihood.

pioneer, Egas Moniz.

The programme focused
on strengthening stroke pre-
vention, timely diagnosis,
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referral mechanisms, acute

treatment, rehabilitation and

community awareness.
AIIMS, Delhi, Director Dr

Nikhil Tandon, who was the
chief guest, highlighted the
evolution of stroke medi-
cine from recognising neuro-
logical deficits to preserving
brain function and said
stroke care was a collective
responsibility.

“We should aspire to learn
neurology from preserved
brain function, not from the
loss of brain function caused
by stroke,” Dr Tandon said.

Additional Secretary and
Mission Director (NHM),
Ministry of Health and Family
Welfare, Aradhana Patnaik,
emphasised prevention,
early recognition, timely
referral and coordinated care
through National Health

Mission initiatives, including
Ayushman Arogya Mandirs.
She highlighted the need
for screening for stroke risk
factors and structured train-
ing of ASHAs, ANMs, commu-
nity health officers and
medical officers, besides
strengthening referral path-
ways through hub-and-spoke
models. “Policy at every level
should ensure good quality
treatment while placing
greater emphasis on pre-
vention,” Patnaik said.

NITI Aayog member Dr M
Srinivas stressed the need
for a holistic continuum of
care covering prevention,
early recognition, acute
treatment, rehabilitation

and community awareness.
He highlighted the brain-
health initiative being
undertaken in 12 aspira-
tional districts and called for
greater multidisciplinary
collaboration in stroke care.
He also suggested that
school students could
become effective ambas-
sadors for stroke awareness
in communities.

Dr Shailesh B Gaikwad,
Chief, Neurosciences Centre
and Head of the Department
of Neuroimaging and
Interventional Neuroradiology
at AlIMS, shared his expertise
in neurovascular interven-
tions and called for expansion
of stroke intervention ser-

vices across the country.

He also advocated greater
promotion of Make-in-India
neurovascular devices to
strengthen access to
advanced stroke treatment.

Dr Awadh Kishor Pandit,
who was associated with
the CME, said the programme
underlined the need to
move beyond hospital-based
treatment and build a
comprehensive stroke-care
ecosystem.

“Stroke is not only a neu-
rological emergency, butitis
also a public health chal-
lenge that requires preven-
tion, rapid recognition,
timely referral and access to
advanced treatment.

the press conference and
referred to the illustrations
contained in it.

He pointed to an illustra-
tion of Lord Ram, Sita and
Lakshman returning to
Ayodhya and another depict-
ing Lord Krishna giving the
teachings of the Gita to
Arjuna.

“The people who framed
the Constitution decided
that the original Constitution
should represent the
symbols of India’s culture
and civilisation. Is this an
insult to religious faith?
What does this mean?
Where will you take
this country, Mr Kharge?”
Prasad asked.

Prasad also attacked the
Congress over the issue of
“dimagi Naxals”, referring
to Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’'s Independence
Day remarks on the need
to remain cautious of
such elements.

Drivers to get time to learn Marathi before action: Sarnaik

Meghalaya CM
announces 32
lakh ex gratia
for kin of hotel
fire victims

Conrad K Sangma

FAIR REPORT
M Shillong

Meghalaya Chief Minister
Conrad K Sangma on Tuesday
announced an ex-gratia of Rs
2 lakh each for the next of kin
of five people from the state
who died in a hotel fire in West
Bengal’s Birbhum district, and
assured medical support to six
injured survivors.

Expressing condolences to
the bereaved families, the
chief minister said the state
Government had decided to
provide the financial assis-
tance as immediate support
following the tragedy.

“Yesterday we received the
tragic news of the fire that
broke out at a hotel in
Tarapith in Birbhum district in
West Bengal where five
people from our state of
Meghalaya lost their lives,”
he said.
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festival in Amritsar on Tuesday

An artisan paints an idol of Lord Krishna ahead of the Janmashtami
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Delhi Congress slams purification
ritual after Kharge rally

FAIR REPORT
M New Delhi

The Parliamentary Affairs
Committee of the Delhi
Pradesh Congress Committee
(DPCC), led by president
Devender Yadav, passed a
resolution condemning what
it called an insult to Congress
president Mallikarjun Kharge.

The resolution was passed
after Hindu activists reported-
ly performed a “purification”
ritual at Ramlila Maidan in
Haldwani, Uttarakhand, fol-
lowing a rally he addressed
there. The resolution, moved
by Yadav and seconded by SC
Department chairman
Rajendra Pal Gautam, was

I

unanimously approved. The
meeting, held at Rajiv Bhawan,
also discussed the Special
Intensive Revision (SIR) of elec-
toral rolls, the upcoming Delhi
University Students’ Union
elections and the Municipal
Corporation of Delhi elections.

Senior leaders present
included AICC treasurer and
MP Ajay Maken, AICC Delhi in-
charge Qazi Nizamuddin,
Mahila Congress president
Alka Lamba, former MP Udit
Raj, Abhishek Dutt, Manish
Chatrath, DPCC general sec-
retary Anil Bhardwaj, former
ministers Haroon Yusuf and
Yogananda Shastri, former
SC Department chairman
Raiesh Lilothia and former

Rajasthan Police Turns to Al, Cyber

mayor Farhad Suri. Yadav
said the party had rebuilt
itself at the grassroots over
the past two years, crediting
the Sangathan Srijan Abhiyan
for earning Delhi Congress
top ranking in AICC’s organ-
isational review under
general secretary KC
Venugopal.

He alleged SIR was being
used to eliminate over 45
lakh votes in Delhi, calling ita
blot on democracy, and said
Congress had deployed 13,031
BLA-2 workers compared to a
poor AAP presence.

Maken praised the swift
turnout of workers for
protests over Rahul Gandhi
and Kharge related issues,

citing booth level vote
data from the last election as
evidence of Congress’s con-
tinuing base.

He said extending finan-
cial support to block presi-
dents could help revive the
party ahead of MCD polls and
called for issues to be raised
on the ground rather than
through newspapers alone.

Nizamuddin criticised the
BJP and RSS over the ritual inci-
dent, demanding an investiga-
tion and action against those
responsible.

He said NSUI must strength-
enits presence ahead of DUSU
elections in September, calling
the student polls significant for
Delhi’s political direction.

Ayodhya row: SIT clears
Champat Rai, Anil Mishra

FAIR REPORT
W Lucknow/Ayodhya

The Special Investigation
Team (SIT) that examined
claims of irregularities in
donations to the Ayodhya
Ram Temple has cleared
the Trust’s former general
secretary, Champat Rai, in
its first report, according to
people familiar with the
case. The Uttar Pradesh
home department reviewed
the findings and sent the
report to the Trust for
further action.

Sources said the final
report does not mention
ChampatRai or former trust
member Anil Mishra. Both
stepped down from the Shri
Ram Janmabhoomi Teerth
Kshetra Trust on June 27
while the investigation was
still underway.

The SIT was formed on
June 13 by Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath following
the Trust’s request for an
inquiry. The three-member
team included Lucknow
Divisional Commissioner
Vijay VishwasPanth,
Inspector General of Police

Kiran S and Special
Secretary (Finance) Neel
Ratan Kumar. They were
assigned to look into com-
plaints about donation han-
dling and reports of theft.
The SIT submitted its first
report to the state govern-
ment on June 23. Two days
later, on June 25, Ayodhya
police registered a case
based on the findings.
Sources said the full report
found no reason to name
Rai or Mishra in the alleged
irregularities. With the
home department now
sending the report to the
Trust, any next steps are up

to the temple body.

Officials said the Trust
will decide if any internal
action is needed after
reviewing the SIT’s findings.
At the same time, a second
Special Investigation Team,
working under the Supreme
Court’s supervision, is
still looking into the same
allegations.

The presence of two
investigations shows how
sensitive the issue of dona-
tion management is at this
important religious site.

The Ram temple in
Ayodhya was built after a
long legal and political
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Naked yoga plan

process that ended with
the 2019 Supreme Court
verdict. Since its consecra-
tion, it has received large
public donations.

Concerns about how
these funds were managed
led the Trust to ask for an
official investigation earlier
this year. People following
the case said the first SIT’s
decision to clear the two
former officials does not
end the larger inquiry.

The court-supervised
second team will look into
other aspects of donation
collection, record-keeping,
and the use of funds.

There is no public time-
line for when the investiga-
tion will end. Rai and Mishra
resigned from the Trust on
June 27, a few days after the
FIR was filed and while the
Government was reviewing
the initial findings.

People close to the situa-
tion said they stepped down
to allow the investigation to
continue without any
appearance of conflict.

So far, neither has com-
mented on the SIT report’s
findings.

sparks Almora row

FAIR REPORT g Dehradun

A proposed month-long 300-
hour naked yoga teacher
training programme costing
between $3,300 to $5,700 in
Uttarakhand’s Almora has
raised questions about what
the Uttarakhand Government
is allowing to be projected in
the name of Yoga while also
projecting the State as
Devbhumi (Land of the gods).
According to the organis-
er's website, the programme
will be held at Dwarahat
Dunagiri Retreat from
October 1 to 30. The training
includes daily yoga practice
and study, a Tantra Yoga
manual, certification, food
and accommodation,
welcome and closing cere-
monies and selected excur-
sions. The organiser who
goes by the name of Yogini
Kamadevi is Carla Zurcher
from England. She has shared
reels on her Instagram
account in which she is seen
practising yoga topless.
Zurcher told The Pioneer
that practicing Yoga naked is
a matter of personal choice
and that participants can
practise in whatever way
they feel comfortable. “The
aim is to gently remove the
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layers of conditioning, perfor-
mance, protection and inher-
ited stories,” she said.

The proposed programme
has raised concerns among
local groups about the kind of
activities being promoted as
yoga and wellness tourism in
the area. Yoga practitioners
and Hindu organisations said
that the term “naked” had
caused concern given the
spiritual and religious associ-
ations of yoga in
Uttarakhand.

“The hotel or the organisa-
tion has not taken permission
to conduct this programme.
We have asked the police to
find out on whose permission
it is being conducted. Along
with this, the cyber cell has
also been asked to investi-
gate the social media post
regarding this matter,”
Almora district magistrate
Anshul Singh said.

Independence Day Celebrated with Slum Children,

FAIR REPORT
H JAIPUR

Independence Day was cel-
ebrated with underprivi-
leged children living in a
slum settlement in Jaipur
through a special pro-
gramme focused on educa-
tion, happiness and equal
opportunities. For the past
10 months, Shaukin Gur-
jar and his team have been
providing free education
to children from the com-
munity. The initiative is
being supported by the
Centre for Community Re-
silience and Advocacy
Foundation (CCRAF),
Jaipur. The children par-
ticipated in the celebra-
tions with great enthusi-
asm and patriotic spirit.
Sweets were distributed
and gifts were gifted to the
children, bringing smiles
to their faces and making
the occasion memorable
and emotional. The pro-
gramme was attended by
Dr. Ganesh Narayan
Choudhary, Director,
CCRAF; Mr. Deepak Ame-
ta, Chief Advisor, CCRAF;
Trilok Atal, Samaj Azad
Party, Rajasthan; retired
Principal Babulal Ji Ber-

wa; Ram Ratan Chechi;
Rajveer Gurjar, along with
friends and colleagues of
Shaukin Gurjar.
Addressing the chil-
dren, Dr. Ganesh Narayan
Choudhary said, “Educa-
tion is the key that opens
the doors to our dreams. If
we want to turn our
dreams into reality, educa-
tion must become our
strongest foundation.” He
emphasized that the true
meaning of independence
can only be realized when
every child in society has
access to education, dig-
nity and equal opportuni-

p——-" U

Spreading the Message of Educ

ties. He further said that
independence is not mere-
ly freedom from restric-
tions, but also the freedom
of every child to recognize
their talent, dream big and
receive the opportunity to
turn those dreams into re-
ality. The guests encour-
aged the children to under-
stand the importance of
education, contribute re-
sponsibly to society and
work consistently towards
building a brighter future.
They appreciated the ef-
forts of Shaukin Gurjar
and his team for providing
free education to under-

Intelligence to Build a Smarter Force

Three-day training
programme at liIT
Kota focuses on Al,
cyber investigation
and OSINT as police
confront an
increasingly digital
crime landscape

FAIR REPORT
m KOTA

Rajasthan Police is turning
to artificial intelligence
and cyber intelligence to
modernise policing, with a
three-day specialised train-
ing programme aimed at
equipping its personnel
with the tools needed to in-
vestigate crimes in an in-
creasingly digital environ-
ment.

Director General of Po-
lice Rajeev Kumar Sharma
inaugurated the ‘Al and Cy-
ber Security-Based Smart
Policing’ programme at the
Indian Institute of Infor-

mation Technology (IIIT),
Kota, on Monday. The pro-
gramme, being held from
August 17 to 19, was initi-
ated by Kota City Superin-
tendent of Police Tejaswini
Gautam with technical
support from IIIT Kota.

The training brings to-
gether 75 police personnel
from Kota City and other
districts of the Kota Range,
with the focus firmly on
practical skills rather than
classroom theory.

From conventional po-
licing to digital intelli-
gence

The programme is de-
signed to train police offic-
ers and personnel in artifi-
cial intelligence, cyber se-
curity, Open-Source Intel-
ligence (OSINT), cyber in-
vestigation and emerging
digital technologies.

Through practical exer-
cises and simulations, par-
ticipants will be exposed to
Al tools and investigative
techniques that can poten-
tially strengthen digital
intelligence gathering, cy-
bercrime investigations
and routine policing.

The shift reflects a

broader challenge con-
fronting law-enforcement
agencies: as crime moves
deeper into the digital eco-
system, policing too must
develop the technological
capability to identify, ana-
lyse and respond to digital
evidence.

DGP backs technology-
driven policing

Senior police officers,
including Additional Di-
rector General of Police
Vishal Bansal and Deputy
Inspector General of Police
Kunwar Rashtradeep, at-
tended the inaugural ses-
sion along with course co-
ordinator Professor Gyan
Singh. DGP Rajeev Kumar
Sharma praised the initia-
tive and directed that simi-
lar  technology-focused
training programmes be
organised in the future.
The emphasis is signifi-
cant. For a police force

dealing with cyber fraud,
digitally enabled crime and
rapidly evolving technolo-
gy, the ability to under-
stand digital footprints and
use intelligence tools is in-
creasingly becoming as
important as conventional
investigative skills. Build-
ing a police force for the
next generation of crime

The Kota programme is
being positioned not mere-
ly asatraining exercise but
as part of a larger effort to
introduce technology-led
innovation into policing.

By combining AI, OSI-
NT, cyber investigation
and simulation-based
learning, Rajasthan Police
is seeking to develop per-
sonnel capable of respond-
ing to crimes where evi-
dence may exist not on a
crime scene, but across
digital platforms, devices
and online networks.

privileged children for the
past 10 months and de-
scribed the initiative as an
inspiring and exemplary
effort for society.

Shaukin Gurjar said,
“For me, the greatest cele-
bration of Independence
Day is to bring a smile to
the faces of underprivi-
leged children and give
them an opportunity to
pursue their dreams
through education.” He
added that connecting
children deprived of edu-
cational opportunities
with the mainstream re-
mains his ongoing com-

ation and H

mitment, and he aims to
expand the initiative to
reach more children in the
coming years.

The programme con-
veyed a powerful message
that Independence Day is
not limited to hoisting the
national flag and singing
the national anthem. It is

appiness
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also a reminder of our col-
lective responsibility to
ensure education, dignity,
opportunity and the free-
dom to dream for every
child. “When every child
holds a book in their
hands, the light of free-
dom will reach every
home.”

World’s Largest Electric Plane Takes
Flight — And It Cost Just $5 to Fuel

Heart Aerospace’s X1
demonstrator, a
106-foot-wingspan
giant, completes a
27-minute maiden
flight over upstate
New York, marking a
milestone for electric
commercial aviation
FAIR REPORT
m NEW YORK

: Thelargest battery-elec-
tric aircraft ever to leave
the ground has done just
that. Heart Aerospace’s X1
demonstrator completed its
maiden flight on August 12,
lifting off from Plattsburgh
International Airport in
upstate New York and stay-
ing airborne for 27 minutes
before touching back down.

The piloted aircraft
climbed to an altitude of
1,100 feet, with its all-elec-
tric propulsion system de-
livering more than one
megawatt of power
throughout the flight. What
has caught the world’s at-

tention, though, is the price
tag: the entire flight ran on
roughly five dollars’ worth
of electricity.

A Giant Among Elec-
tric Aircraft: Originally
founded in Sweden and now
headquartered in Los Ange-
les, Heart Aerospace built
the X1 as a full-scale tech-
nology demonstrator rath-
er than a passenger-ready
aircraft. Even so, its dimen-
sions rival those of a con-
ventional regional turbo-
prop —a 106-foot wingspan,
a length of 76 feet, and a
takeoff weight exceeding
25,000 pounds (11.3 tonnes).
The flight was conducted un-
der a Special Airworthiness
Certificate in the Experimen-
tal Category issued by the US
Federal Aviation Administra-
tion, and covered a full test
profile of taxiing, takeoff,
climbing, manoeuvring and
landing. Heart Aerospace
founder and CEO Anders For-
slund said thefirst flight of X1

demonstrated electricflight at
the scale of a commercial air-
liner. The X1 is a stepping
stone toward Heart Aero-
space’s real commercial am-
bition: the ES-30, a 30-seat hy-
brid-electric regional airliner
targeted for service entry in
2031. While the X1 flew purely
on batteries — limiting it toa
range of around 125 miles —
the production ES-30 will pair
batteries with a combustion
range-extender, pushing its
reach closer to 500 miles and
making it viable for short re-
gional routes. Heart Aero-
space is already building the
first pre-production ES-30ata
pilot manufacturing facility
in Los Angeles, with flight
testing scheduled to begin in
2028. Airlines including Unit-
ed Airlines, Air Canada and
JSX have already made com-
mitments for the aircraft, bet-
ting on electric propulsion to
eventually undercut the eco-
nomics of conventional re-
gional jets.
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