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Rajasthan’s government 
school system is set for a 
major infrastructure over-
haul, with the state gov-
ernment unveiling a 
₹12,500-crore three-year 
roadmap aimed at ad-
dressing years of  deficien-
cies in classrooms, school 
buildings, toilets, repairs 

and digital infrastructure.
The scale of  the plan is 
striking. A technical sur-
vey conducted across all 
41 districts has identified 
the gaps, with the gov-
ernment proposing 3,587 
new school buildings, 
83,783 classrooms, major 
repairs in 22,589 schools 
and 13,616 new toilet 
complexes between 2026-

27 and 2028-29. The gov-
ernment says ₹3,006.34 
crore worth of  works are 
already sanctioned or at 
various stages of  tender-
ing and execution. This 
includes 518 new school 
buildings worth ₹620 
crore, of  which construc-
tion has begun on 181, 
and 2,906 classrooms in-
volving ₹300 crore. The 

sharper question, how-
ever, is not the size of  the 
announcement but its 
delivery. 

For decades, dilapi-
dated buildings, inade-
quate classrooms, poor 
sanitation and uneven 
access to basic facilities 
have exposed govern-
ment-school students to 
an infrastructure deficit 

that cannot be solved by 
policy declarations 
alone. The new roadmap 
acknowledges the scale 
of  that inherited prob-
lem—and attempts to put 
numbers, money and 
deadlines behind the re-
sponse.

The government is 
also betting heavily on 
technology. By December 

2026, ₹1,087 crore is 
planned for digital educa-
tion, including 9,000 
smart classrooms, 7,000 
ICT labs and 80,000 tab-
lets.

The plan further in-
cludes ₹507.60 crore for 
2,256 subject laboratories 
and ₹40 crore for accessi-
bility facilities for stu-
dents with disabilities.

The government has 
linked additional fund-
ing sources—including 
MLA funds and regional 
development schemes—
to school infrastructure.

The ambition is un-
mistakable: move Ra-
jasthan’s government 
schools from unsafe and 
under-equipped build-
ings to modern learning 

centres.
But the ultimate re-

port card will not be 
measured in crores sanc-
tioned or classrooms an-
nounced. It will be meas-
ured in schools actually 
rebuilt, toilets actually 
functional, technology 
actually used and chil-
dren actually learning 
better.

THE DAWN OF A FEARLESS PEN
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Villagers participate in a tug-of-war as they celebrate the end 
of the agricultural cycle called “Punnuk” along the apao River 
in Hungduan, Ifugao province, northern Philippines

n FAIR REPORT 
NEW DELHI

The Centre has taken a sig-
nificant political step to-
wards addressing the long-
pending Gorkha question, 
constituting a high-level 
committee under the chair-
manship of  former Deputy 
National Security Adviser 
and interlocutor Pankaj 
Kumar Singh to prepare a 
comprehensive framework 
for a “Permanent Political 
Solution” to Gorkha issues 
within the constitutional 
framework of  India.

The move is more than 
an administrative exercise. 
It signals a recognition in 
New Delhi that the Gorkha 
question cannot be man-
aged indefinitely through 
episodic negotiations, elec-
toral promises or tempo-
rary political arrange-
ments.The committee’s 
mandate places the Consti-

tution of  India at the cen-
tre of  the proposed solu-
tion, creating a framework 
within which competing 
aspirations for identity, po-
litical representation, gov-
ernance and development 
can be negotiated without 
undermining constitution-
al institutions.

For the Gorkha com-
munity, which has wit-
nessed decades of  political 
mobilisation over identity 

and self-governance, the 
announcement carries the 
weight of  a long-awaited 
opening. The challenge, 
however, begins now: con-
verting a committee into a 
credible political process.

The history of  the 
Gorkha issue is marked by 
repeated rounds of  agita-
tion, negotiations and po-
litical assurances. Each 
cycle has raised expecta-
tions, only to leave funda-

mental questions unre-
solved. The latest initiative 
will therefore be judged not 
by the symbolism of  its 
constitution but by the se-
riousness of  its consulta-
tions and the political cred-
ibility of  its eventual rec-
ommendations.

Singh’s previous expe-
rience as a senior security 
official and interlocutor 
gives the exercise institu-
tional weight. But no com-

mittee can manufacture 
consensus. Any durable 
settlement will require 
meaningful engagement 
with stakeholders, clarity 
on constitutional bounda-
ries and the willingness to 
address the political con-
cerns that have sustained 
the issue for decades.

For the Centre, this is 
an opportunity to replace 
protest-driven politics with 
structured constitutional 
dialogue. For the Gorkha 
leadership, it is equally a 
test: whether decades of  
political aspiration can 
now be translated into a 
coherent, negotiable and 
constitutionally sustaina-
ble settlement. The an-
nouncement may be a 
breakthrough. The real 
breakthrough will come 
only when the political 
promise becomes a durable 
constitutional outcome.

Delhi Opens a New Door for the Gorkha Question: 

PERMANENT POLITICAL SOLUTION 
MOVES TO THE CENTRE STAGE

6,900 Litres of Suspected 
Peanut Oil Seized in Jaipur 

as Rajasthan Steps Up Food 
Adulteration Crackdown

n FAIR REPORT 
JAIPUR

Rajasthan’s food safety ma-
chinery has intensified its 
crackdown on adultera-
tion, seizing 6,900 litres of  
suspected peanut oil in 
Jaipur and destroying 
around 1,150 kg/litres of  
substandard and contami-
nated food products across 
the state under the “Shud-
dh Aahar–Milawat Par 
Waar” campaign.

The scale of  the action 
exposes a troubling reality: 
food adulteration is not 
merely a regulatory viola-
tion but a direct public-
health threat.

Across Rajasthan, offi-
cials inspected 60 establish-
ments and collected 101 
samples, including 54 en-
forcement and 47 surveil-
lance samples.

In Jaipur, the depart-
ment’s central team con-
ducted a surprise inspec-
tion at M/s Shyam Vegeta-
ble in Govind Nagar, where 
samples of  ‘Kundan Post-
man’ refined and filtered 
peanut oil were collected. 
Officials said the unusual-

ly low selling price raised 
suspicion, prompting the 
seizure of  6,900 litres pend-
ing laboratory examina-
tion.

The crackdown extend-
ed beyond edible oil. In 
Udaipur, 600 litres of  sus-
pected contaminated milk 
was destroyed. A total of  
265 kg of  stale and contam-
inated sweets was disposed 
of  across Jaipur-II, Sirohi, 
Sikar, Karauli, Pali, Ajmer, 
Hanumangarh and Alwar.

Another 148 kg of  
dairy products and mawa 
was destroyed in Pali, 
K h a i r t h a l - T i j a r a , 
Bhilwara and Ajmer, while 
Bikaner authorities dis-
posed of  65 kg of  suspected 
ghee and edible oil. Offi-
cials said laboratory re-
ports will determine fur-
ther action under the Food 
Safety and Standards Act, 
2006. The message from 
the government is clear: 
food adulteration cannot 
be treated as a routine 
commercial offence when 
every contaminated prod-
uct can become a public-
health hazard.

‘Break the Cage’: Rahul Gandhi’s 
Message to Pune Students Is 

More Political Than Motivational
n FAIR REPORT 
PUNE

Congress leader and Lead-
er of  Opposition in the 
Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi 
used his interaction with 
students in Pune to deliv-
er a message framed 
around individual free-
dom, ambition and the 
courage to think indepen-
dently.

Speaking at the ‘Chha-
tron Ki Goonj’ pro-
gramme, Gandhi urged 
students to remember one 
central idea: “Break the 
Cage.” He told the gather-
ing that every individual 
is unique, different and 
free, with the right to pur-
sue a personal dream and 
develop an independent 
worldview. “If  I want you 
to remember just one 
thing from this evening, it 
is that every single person 
in this world is unique,” 
Gandhi said, stressing 
that students should not 
allow themselves to be 
confined by conventional 

expectations. The politi-
cal significance of  the 
message lies in its timing 
and audience. Gandhi’s 
appeal was directed at 
young people at a stage 
where questions of  educa-
tion, employment, oppor-
tunity and social mobility 
increasingly intersect 
with politics. His empha-
sis on individual freedom 
also fits into a broader po-
litical narrative that the 
Congress has sought to 
build around democratic 
space, constitutional 
rights and the ability of  
citizens—particularly 
young Indians—to ques-
tion established struc-

tures. But inspirational 
rhetoric alone does not 
dismantle cages. For stu-
dents facing competitive 
examinations, uncertain 
employment prospects 
and rising expectations, 
freedom must eventually 
translate into opportu-
nity, institutional ac-
countability and eco-
nomic mobility. The 
Pune address was there-
fore not merely a motiva-
tional appeal to students. 
It was an attempt to 
frame the younger gen-
eration as citizens who 
should think beyond in-
herited political and so-
cial boundaries. 

 ₹12,500 CRORE SCHOOL OVERHAUL: RAJASTHAN MOVES 
TO REPAIR AN EDUCATION SYSTEM LONG LEFT TO DECAY
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PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

Union Minister of State for
Fisheries, Animal Husbandry
and Dairying SP Singh Baghel
on Saturday called for inte-
grating AYUSH systems into
everyday life as a preventive
healthcare measure, rather
than relying on them only
after illness occurs.

Addressing the second day
of the 9th International
Health and Wellness Expo
(IHWE) 2026 at  Bharat
Mandapam, Baghel stressed
greater coordination among
modern medicine, Ayurveda,
homoeopathy and natur-
opathy to achieve a health-
ier India. “Where treatment
ends, Ayurveda begins,” he
said, urging people to adopt
AYUSH as part of a healthy
lifestyle.

Baghel also expressed
concern over rising screen
time and late-night mobile
phone use among young

people, saying excessive
digital exposure was dis-
rupting sleep cycles. He
urged youth to exercise self-
discipline and warned that
unchecked screen time
could create serious health
challenges.

Highlighting India’s tradi-
tional knowledge, Baghel
said several ancient concepts
once dismissed were now
subjects of scientific research.

The minister also visited
exhibition stalls and interact-
ed with exhibitors. Technical
sessions of the 18th Aarogya
Sangoshthi subsequently
focused on emerging cancer
treatments, pain manage-
ment, rehabilitation and
multidisciplinary healthcare
approaches. Doctors, policy-
makers and industry repre-
sentatives participated in
the discussions.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

Data compiled from sessions
between 2024 and 2026
across both the Lok Sabha and
the Rajya Sabha show that of
the 64 bills introduced since
this Lok Sabha was constitut-
ed, 34 or 53 per cent, were
passed by both Houses in
the session in which they
were introduced. 

According to an analysis of
PRS’ PRS Legislative Research
data, the corresponding pro-
portion was 33 per cent
during the 16th Lok Sabha,
when 63 of the 189 bills intro-
duced were passed in the
session of their introduction.
It nearly doubled to about 62
per cent during the 17th Lok

Sabha, when 117 of the 190
bills introduced were passed
in the same session, an analy-
sis of PRS data shows.

The 18th Lok Sabha,
however, began slowly on
this count, according to
records maintained by PRS,
an independent, not-for-
profit group that researches
and tracks the functioning of
Parliament and state legisla-
tures. In the Budget Session
of 2026, five of the 10 bills
introduced completed
passage through both Houses
in the same session.

The trend was most pro-
nounced in the Monsoon
Session, which ended on
August 13. Eleven of the 12 bills
introduced were passed
before the session ended.

The only one that remained
pending was the Indian
Statistical Institute Bill, 2026.

The Government’s original
legislative agenda had listed
five new bills for introduction
and passage and two
pending bills for considera-
tion and passage. But six of
the 11 bills eventually passed
by Parliament had not been
listed for introduction in the
original agenda.

Neither of the two pending
bills  l isted on the
Government’s agenda for
consideration and passage -
the Viksit Bharat Shiksha
Adhishthan (VBSA) Bill, 2025,
and the Foreign Contribution
(Regulation) Amendment
(FCRA) Bill, 2026 - was passed.

The parliamentary com-

mittee examining the VBSA
Bill has not yet presented its
report,  while the FCRA
Amendment Bill was referred
to a Joint Committee of the
Parliament amid Opposition
demands for its withdrawal.

PRS has in the past pointed
out that a short gap between
introduction and passage
gives MPs less time to
examine proposed legisla-
tion and limits opportuni-
ties for consultations with

stakeholders, a concern that
the time spent discussing
several Bills during the
Monsoon Session attests.

As many as nine bills were
cleared without any MP, other
than the minister piloting
them, speaking, according
to PRS. Seven of the 11 Bills
were passed in five minutes
or less.

None of the 11 bills intro-
duced in the Budget Session
of 2024 was passed by both
Houses during that session.
The four bills introduced in
the following Winter Session
also remained pending at
the end of the session.

The only bill to complete
passage through Parliament
in Winter Session 2024 was
the Bharatiya Vayuyan

Vidheyak, 2024, which had
been introduced in the previ-
ous Budget Session.

The pattern changed 
in 2025.

Of the five bills introduced
in the Budget Session of 2025,
three were passed during
the same session. In the
Monsoon Session of 2025,
eight of the 13 bills intro-
duced were passed within
the session. The other five
were referred to parliamen-
tary committees.

The proportion rose further
in the Winter Session of 2025,
when seven of the nine bills
introduced were passed
during the session, while the
remaining two were referred
to committees. 

This year’s Monsoon

Session, held from July 20 to
August 13, had 19 sittings.
Lok Sabha functioned for
only 15 per cent of its sched-
uled time, while Rajya Sabha
worked for 33 per cent, amid
repeated disruptions over
the NEET-UG paper leak,
police action against protest-
ing students at Jantar Mantar
and the alleged theft of dona-
tions from the Ram temple 
in Ayodhya.

Question Hour functioned
for just one per cent of its
scheduled time in Lok Sabha
and 12 per cent in Rajya
Sabha. In Lok Sabha, Question
Hour was held for only nine
minutes during the entire
session, with two of the 380
listed questions answered
orally, according to PRS.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

The BJP on Saturday said
that it will launch a month-
long Seva Sankalp Abhiyan
across the country from
September 17 to mark the
completion of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s 25 years in
public life as the head of the
Government and his 
contributions.

During the nationwide
campaign, the BJP will reach
out to every section of
society, including youth,
women and farmers,
through various pro-
grammes, party national
general secretary Vinod
Tawde said.

Every year,  the BJP
observes a fortnight-long
Seva Pakhwada across the
country to mark Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
birthday on September 17.
“Modi’s personality is such
that he is dedicated to
service at every moment,”
Tawde said.

“As Modi is going to com-

plete 25 years (as the head of
the Government) on October
17 this year, since he first took
oath as chief minister of
Gujarat on October 7, 2001,
we decided to launch a
nationwide month-long
campaign, Seva Sankalp
Abhiyan, keeping the signif-
icance of this 25-year mile-
stone in mind,” he told
reporters at the party 
headquarters.

This month-long campaign
will feature various activities
centred around the “spirit of
service that is so integral to

Modi’s personality,” the
senior BJP leader added.

Tawde said that during
the month-long Seva Sankalp
campaign, the party workers
will reach out to 14 lakh
Anganwadi workers across
the country to honour them
for their contributions,
organising Anganwadi
Saman and Matru Samman
programmes.

Other events to be organ-
ised during the campaign
would include Seva Mein
Mera Yogdaan and Rashtriya
Innovation Challenge, espe-

cially for youth, he said.
“Under the Seva Setu

Abhiyan, we are going to
appeal to people, especially
youth, to engage in social
service activities and make
reels for others to get inspi-
ration to do such work,”
Tawde said.

He mentioned that they
can make reels while under-
taking social service activi-
ties, like cleanliness drives,
tree plantation, connecting
tuberculosis patients with
the Government scheme that
seeks to eradicate the
disease.

Asked where such people
will post their reels, the BJP
leader said, “We will create
a platform for that.”

Tawde said that under the
15-day-long Seva Setu
Avhiyan, the BJP workers will
organise camps across all
blocks to help enrol people
in various Government
welfare schemes, including
Pradhan Mantri  Kisan
Samman Nidhi.

“Those who have been
left out from availing the

benefit of the Government
schemes, like the Ayushman
Bharat scheme, for some or
other reason, will be helped.
They can come with papers
and get enrolled,” he added.

Tawde said a National
Innovation Challenge will
also be rolled out for youth
across the country to
promote innovation.

For successful implemen-
tation of the month-long
campaign, the BJP organised
a national-level workshop
for party office bearers at
party headquarters on
Saturday, he said.

Similar workshops will be
organised for party workers
and office bearers across all
states till August 31 so that
they are ready for the roll-out
of the month-long campaign
from September 17, the BJP
leader added.

Asked if there is any pro-
gramme for Gen Z outreach
during the BJP’s month-long
campaign, Tawde said, “We
are connecting everybody
under the Seva Sankalp
Abhiyan.”

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

Bar Council of India (BCI)
Chairperson Manan Kumar
Mishra on Saturday rejected
allegations levelled against
him by senior advocate and
the bar body’s co-chairman,
YR Sadasiva Reddy, saying
the charges have “no value”
among lawyers and asserting
that he is a man of “honesty
and integrity”.

In a letter dated August 22,
Reddy called upon Mishra to
resign within 15 days and
sought a special meeting of
the BCI, along with an inde-
pendent audit of its accounts
and the BCI Trust PEARL-First.
The letter mentioned Reddy’s
designation as the bar body’s
co-chairman.

Reddy alleged that the
statutory body has drifted
away from the standards
expected of it under Mishra’s
leadership.

In an interview, Mishra,
however claimed that Reddy
is no longer a member of the
BCI as he did not contest the
last bar council polls in his
home State, Karnataka.

He said Reddy was a BCI
member for eight years but
did not raise such complaints
during that time.

“Lawyers know me and
know that I am an honest
man. Manan Mishra is a man
of honesty and integrity. YR
Sadasiva Reddy was a
member here. As of today, he
is no longer a member of the
state bar council. He did not
have the courage to contest
the state bar council election,”
Mishra said while responding
to Reddy’s allegations.

“If he had any such com-
plaint, he should have raised
it then. For the eight years
that he was a member of the
Bar Council of India, he did
not raise his voice,” he added.

In his letter, Reddy also crit-

icised Mishra over the BCI’s
now-withdrawn directive
threatening to withhold the
enrolment of the 2026 grad-
uating batch of NALSAR
University of Law students
over a campaign concern-
ing Chief Justice of India (CJI)
Surya Kant.

Mishra, however, said he
has the backing of the
country’s legal fraternity.

“As long as I have the
support of the legal fraterni-
ty and the country’s 2.5
million (25 lakh) lawyers,
people like Sadasiva Reddy
will come and go and contin-
ue making such statements
on social media,” he said.

Mishra was to address a
press conference on Saturday
afternoon over the allega-
tions levelled against him by

Reddy. The press conference
will now be held on Monday.

The demand for Mishra’s
resignation gained momen-
tum following the now-with-
drawn BCI order directing
that the enrolment of the
NALSAR University of Law’s
2026 graduating batch as
advocates be kept on hold.

The order was issued after
some students objected to
the CJI attending the univer-
sity’s convocation as the chief
guest, but was withdrawn
within hours following wide-
spread backlash.

The controversy continued
to fuel calls for Mishra’s resig-
nation, with Cockroach Janta
Party (CJP) spokesperson
Saurav Das publicly saying
that “moral responsibility”
required the BCI chairman to
step down. Earlier, the CJP had
also backed a protest call by
the All India Young Advocates
Association seeking Mishra’s
resignation. 

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n Jammu

Within hours of the Joint
Electricity Regulatory
Commission (JERC) for Jammu
& Kashmir and Ladakh
approving an average 6.83
per cent hike in electricity
tariffs for the Union Territory
of J&K for FY 2026–27 (effec-
tive from September 1, 2026),
Opposition parties issued a
sharp reminder to Chief
Minister Omar Abdullah,
accusing him of failing to
deliver on his party’s election
promise of 200 units of free
electricity for consumers.

National Conference
Member of Parliament Aga
Syed Ruhullah was among
those who questioned the
Omar-led Government over
the party’s failure to imple-
ment its electoral promise of
200 units of free electricity.

Leaders belonging to the
Bharatiya Janata Party,
Peoples Democratic Party,
Peoples Conference, and
Apni Party also cornered the
Government over deliver-
ing a high-voltage shock at
this juncture.

Speaking to reporters,

Ruhullah said the National
Conference had promised
200 units of free power
during the elections, but it
had not fulfilled the com-
mitment even after two
years. Instead of giving 200
units for free, nearly seven
per cent is being increased,”
Ruhullah said.

Leader of Opposition in the
Jammu and Kashmir
Legislative Assembly Sunil
Sharma said the NC had come
to power with a clear promise
of providing 200 units of free
electricity to every house-
hold, but nearly two years
after the 2024 Assembly elec-

tions, the commitment
remained unfulfilled.

Instead, he said, con-
sumers were now being bur-
dened with higher electric-
ity bills. This is not relief; it
is a betrayal of the trust
placed in the Government,”
Sharma said.

People’s Conference leader
Sajad Lone, in a post on X,
said, People in Jammu and
Kashmir will now have to pay
more from their pockets for
electricity. The regulator has
approved a 6.83 per cent
hike in power tariff and says
it has avoided a tariff shock.
It is definitely a shock for

those who were promised
200 units free in 2024 by the
ruling party.

People’s Democratic Party
(PDP) leader Waheed Ur
Rehman Para also criticised
the decision.

In a post on X, Para said
the tariff increase had come
at a time when unemploy-
ment and inflation were
putting pressure on house-
holds. He said ordinary fam-
ilies were already struggling
with rising living costs and
questioned the decision to
increase electricity tariffs.
Para also referred to the
ruling party’s pre-election
promises of 200 units of free
electricity, free gas and free
ration for the people.

“From free tariff promises
of relief to higher bills, what
happened to the promise?”
Para asked in his post, while
tagging Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah’s official X account.
Jammu and Kashmir Apni
Party President Syed
Mohammad Altaf Bukhari
said only an insensitive
Government can think of
putting an additional burden
on people by increasing
power tariffs.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n Jammu

The National Investigation
Agency (NIA) on Saturday
conducted searches at 10
locations across Srinagar,
Kupwara,  Anantnag,
Pulwama and Budgam in
connection with the inves-
tigation of a cross-border
terror conspiracy involving
Pak-based handlers and a
network of local Over
Ground Workers (OGWs)
allegedly providing logis-
tical and other forms 
of support to infiltrated
terrorists. 

According to official
sources, the searches were
aimed at securing further
documentary, digital and
material evidence relating
to the conspiracy and at
ascertaining the roles of
persons allegedly associ-
ated with the local support
network.

The case, arising out of
FIR No. 0024/2026 of Police
Station Zakoora, Srinagar,
was subsequently re-regis-
tered by NIA as RC-
02/2026/NIA/JMU under
Section 23 of the UA (P) Act,
1967, Sections 7 and 25 of

the Arms Act, 1959, and
Section 4 of the Explosive
Substances Act, 1908. The
case was initiated following
the arrest of an OGW
allegedly associated with
the proscribed terrorist
organisation Lashkar-e-
Taiba (LeT) during the late-
night hours of March 31,
2026 at a naka point, from
whose possession a hand
grenade and live ammuni-
tion were recovered. 

During the investigation,
Pakistani terrorists alleged-
ly connected with the con-
spiracy were arrested, and
the identities and alleged
roles of members of the
local support network were
also ascertained.

The investigation con-
ducted so far has indicated
alleged linkages between

Pak-based handlers and
local associates, who were
allegedly being used for
communication, logistical
arrangements, movement
and concealment of terror-
ists, provision of shelter,
reconnaissance and other
forms of facilitation.

The ongoing NIA investi-
gation is also examining the
financial trail, communica-
tion channels, movement of
the accused, and the source
of arms and explosives,
with a view to establishing
the complete network and
the extent of its activities.

The searches conducted
today form part of the con-
tinuing investigation into
the larger conspiracy and
the alleged facilitation
mechanism supporting
cross-border terrorism.
Further evidence relevant
to the investigation has
been secured and is being
examined and corroborat-
ed with other material col-
lected in the case. 

Official sources said NIA
is continuing its investiga-
tion to identify all persons
involved and ascertain
their respective roles in
the conspiracy. 

53% of bills passed in same session since 2024: PRS data

J&K power tariff hiked by 6.8%;
Opposition corners Omar Govt

NIA raids 10 J&K locations in
terror conspiracy investigation

BCI chairperson rejects Sadasiva Reddy’s allegations

AYUSH should become part of
lifestyle before illness: Minister

BJP plans 1-month campaign for PM’s 25-year milestone

Yes Bank loan row: EOW adds
forgery charges against Valia
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n Mumbai

The Mumbai Police
Economic Offences Wing
(EOW) has intensified its
probe against businessman
and Suraksha Asset
Reconstruction Company
(ARC) director Sudhir Valia in
the Yes Bank-Sapphire Land
Development case, inform-
ing a Mumbai court that
Sections 420, 467 and 471 of
the Indian Penal Code (IPC)
have been added against
Valia and other accused.

The development was dis-
closed in a communication
dated August 20, 2026, sub-
mitted before the 47th
Additional Chief
Metropolitan Magistrate at
Esplanade Court, Mumbai.
The EOW said documents
and other material received

from the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) during its
investigation had been
examined and that, based
on its findings, the addition-
al IPC sections were incorpo-
rated into the FIR.

The original case was reg-
istered at Worli Police
Station following a com-
plaint by Lakhminder Dayal
Singh, a suspended director
of  Sapphire Land
Development Pvt Ltd, an
HDIL-linked company. The
FIR names former Yes Bank
co-founder and CEO Rana
Kapoor, Valia and other

bank officials over alleged
irregularities in the assign-
ment of a `150-crore Yes
Bank loan and the subse-
quent transfer and sale of
mortgaged assets.

According to the com-
plaint,  Sapphire Land
Development obtained the
`150-crore facility from Yes
Bank’s Nehru Centre branch
in Worli in 2016 for a Virar
real estate project.
Properties and development
rights offered as security
were allegedly worth nearly
`1,000 crore. The complaint
alleges that despite a 36-
month repayment period,
recovery rights were trans-
ferred to Suraksha ARC
within about 10 months,
without proper NPA classifi-
cation or an independent
valuation of the underlying
securities.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n Guwahati

Assam cab operators on
Saturday suspended their
blockade against Meghalaya-
registered vehicles following
assurances on safety after a
ministerial-level meeting
between the two States.

The decision was
announced after a meeting
between Assam Border
Protection Minister Atul Bora
and Meghalaya Deputy CM S
Dhar, who had been entrust-
ed by their  respective
Governments to resolve 
the crisis.

The crisis was triggered by
attacks on Assam-registered
vehicles during a students'
ra l ly  in  Shi l long on 
August 19.  

“We have decided to
suspend the blockade for
the time being,” a cab oper-
ator said at the blockade site
at Jorabat, after a meeting
with Bora.

The Meghalaya Government
has formed a Special
Investigation Team to enquire
into the violence of August 19.
We will wait for its findings, 
he added.

Assam cab
operators lift
Meghalaya
blockade

BCI Chairperson Manan Kumar Mishra 

Union minister SP Singh Baghel
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Former President Ram Nath Kovind on Saturday paid floral
tributes to ancient emperor Perumbidugu Mutharaiyar II
and said historic rulers should be viewed beyond caste,
creed and religion.

Also known as Suvaran Maran, Mutharaiyar II was an
eighth-century monarch of the Mutharaiyar lineage who
ruled parts of the Kaveri delta region, with strongholds
around Tiruchirappalli, Thanjavur and Pudukkottai.

He was a powerful feudatory ally of Pallava king
Nandivarman II and is regarded as a cultural icon by the
Mutharaiyar community, which has a significant presence
across central Tamil Nadu and the delta districts.

Speaking to reporters after performing a puja, Kovind
said he felt privileged and honoured to pay respects to the
monarch who had ruled the region centuries ago. “Every
emperor is above community, caste, creed and religion. No
one should associate any king with any religion, caste,
community, region or language,” Kovind said, underscoring
the unifying legacy of historic leaders. (PTI)

States Focus

HISTORIC RULERS SHOULD BE
VIEWED BEYOND CREED: KOVIND

Union Minister Ramdas Athawale on Saturday said
reservation is a “constitutional right” and described
demands for its abolition as “unconstitutional”.

Addressing a press conference here, the Union Minister
of State for Social Justice and Empowerment said some
people demanded an end to reservation, while others
launched social media campaigns advocating its
abolition. “Some people agitating at Jantar Mantar
demanded the abolition of reservation, while others ran
social media campaigns suggesting the same. However,
reservation cannot be removed because it is our
constitutional right,” he said. (PTI)

RESERVATION CANNOT BE
REMOVED: RAMDAS ATHAWALE

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n Panaji

Goa has declared cancer a
notifiable disease across the
state, making it mandatory for
healthcare providers or labo-
ratories to report it to
Government authorities when
they diagnose it, officials said
on Saturday. The notification,
issued by the State Public
Health Department on August
20, will pave the way for sys-
tematic surveillance of cancer
cases and data-driven plan-
ning of prevention, screening
and treatment programmes,
they said.

Welcoming the decision,
National Organisation for
Tobacco Eradication (India)
president Dr Shekhar Salkar
called the move a “landmark

and much-needed public
health decision” that could
strengthen cancer control in
the State.

Under the notification,
cancer cases are required to
be reported preferably within
seven days and, in any event,
not later than one month

from the date of diagnosis.
The reporting requirement

covers Government and
private hospitals, medical
colleges, nursing homes,
clinics, oncology and day-
care centres, pathology and
diagnostic laboratories, hos-
pices, palliative care institu-

tions, and health and cancer
screening programmes.

The Non-Communicable
Disease Cell of the Directorate
of Health Services (DHS) has
been designated as the nodal
authority for the surveillance
programme. The DHS has
also been tasked with estab-
lishing or designating a State
Cancer Registry or State
Cancer Surveillance System
for compilation, validation,
analysis and monitoring of
notified cases.

Salkar said a robust cancer
surveillance mechanism
would help the state under-
stand the incidence and distri-
bution of different cancers,
identify populations that may
be particularly affected and
assess gaps in screening, diag-
nosis and treatment.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n Ahmedabad

Union Minister Anupriya Patel
on Saturday said India must
evolve from being the “phar-
macy of the world” to the
“laboratory of the world” by
leveraging artificial intelli-
gence to discover drugs.

Addressing Healthcare
Summit 2026 at the Indian
Institute of Management
Ahmedabad, Patel noted
that AI can serve as a force
multiplier to overcome
regional disparities and
bridge the shortage of
medical specialists.

The country is not going to
be satisfied with the label of
just being the pharmacy of
the world; it now has the
ambition of becoming the

laboratory of the world,
which is why AI was neces-
sary, the Union Minister of
State for Health and Family
Welfare said.

“We don’t want the Indian
pharmaceutical industry to
keep on manufacturing med-
icines that have been discov-

ered elsewhere. It’s been a
long time. We’ve been hailed
as the pharmacy of the world.
We provide generic medi-
cines and vaccines to coun-
tries around the world. We
are fulfilling WHO’s require-
ments, and India’s capabili-
ties are being applauded.

But now we need to move
beyond that,” she said.

Patel noted that there are
many challenges in building
a healthy India and achieving
the goal of becoming a devel-
oped country by 2047, con-
sidering the population,
diversity and geographical
complexities.

Given India’s vast and
genetically diverse popula-
tion, a treatment that may
work well for one patient
may not work as well for
another, she said, adding
that a ‘one-size-fits-all
approach’ is not possible.

AI is required to provide
“personalised” treatment to
every single patient, and can
be a ‘force multiplier’ in
addressing many challenges,
the Union minister said.

“So many areas in our
country are still inaccessi-
ble. There are variations in
access to healthcare because
a lot of places are unreach-
able due to geographical
complexities,” she said.

Patel further pointed out
that despite establishing new
medical colleges and increas-
ing PG (postgraduate) and UG
(undergraduate) seats, there
was a shortage of specialists
and advanced diagnostic facil-
ities, and a dual burden of
communicable and non-com-
municable diseases.

“In the face of these multi-
ple challenges, AI can be a
force multiplier. It has the
potential to help overcome
these barriers and bring us
closer to achieving health
equity,” she said.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
n Itanagar

Arunachal Pradesh has
achieved 100 per cent
home electrification and
tap water provision, Chief
Minister Pema Khandu said
on Saturday and asserted
that his Government aims
to ensure that the benefits
o f  s c h e m e s  r e a c h  
every household.

In a post on X, he said that
by 2016, around 1.48 lakh
homes in Arunachal Pradesh
had electricity, accounting
for only 49 per cent of the
households in the State. 

“Ten years later, the
picture has completely
changed. Today, 3.02 lakh
homes have electricity.
That is 100 per cent home
electrification.”

The chief minister said the
expansion of drinking water
coverage had been even
more remarkable.

“In 2016, only 22,796
homes had functional tap
connections. That is only
9.9 per cent. In 2026, this
figure has reached 2,28,566
homes. That is 100 per cent
coverage and 903 per cent
exponential  growth,”
Khandu added.

TONY DAS 
n Guwahati/Shillong

The Meghalaya Government
on Saturday said a Special
Investigation Team (SIT) has
been constituted to probe,
identify and prosecute those
involved in the August 19
violence, in which 16 people
were injured, two vehicles
were set ablaze and around
31 vehicles were damaged,
officials said.  This was
informed during a high-level
meeting between Assam
and Meghalaya officials in
Guwahati  on Saturday.
Rapid Action Force (RAF) of
CRPF is deployed in tensed
areas to maintain law and
order, said Police. 

Meghalaya Government
also said five masked men
involved in the violence and
random attacks on Assam-
registered tourist vehicles
have so far been identified.

Police had registered 15
FIRs in connection with the
violence and arrested three
senior leaders of the Khasi
Students’ Union (KSU) — pres-
ident Raymond Kharjana,
vice-president Pynkmenlang
Sanmiet and general secre-
tary Reuben Najiar.

The three leaders were

arrested on the night of August
19 following the KSU’s black-
flag motorcycle rally, during
which incidents of stone-
pelting, assaults, vandalism
and arson were reported at
different locations in Shillong.
They were subsequently sent
to judicial custody.

The Government said the
SIT would identify other
persons involved in the vio-
lence, particularly those
responsible for attacks on
Assam-registered vehicles,
and ensure their prosecu-
tion in accordance with law.

Several private vehicles
were attacked during the
KSU-sponsored rally seeking
the state Government’s atten-
tion on various issues, which
include the cancellation of

the public hearing of Shree
Cement Ltd in remote
Daistong village in East Jaintia
Hills district.

More than 3,770 Assam-
registered vehicles have
already been safely escorted
out of Meghalaya into Assam,
officials said.

The violence has triggered
tensions between the two
neighbouring states, with
traffic movement between
Assam and Meghalaya dis-
rupted following protests
and blockades at Jorabat.

The high-level meeting in
Guwahati was held to discuss
the prevailing situation and
measures to restore normal
movement and strengthen
coordination between the
two States. 

Meanwhile, traffic move-
ment to Meghalaya from
Assam remained disrupted
for the third day on Saturday
as taxi drivers of Guwahati
blocked multiple entry points
to the hill State, protesting
alleged attacks on Assam res-
idents during a recent stu-
dents’ rally in Shillong.

An inter-state ministerial-
level meeting is scheduled to
be held at Guwahati during
the day to find a solution to
the impasse, with vehicles
from Assam also being
restricted from entering
Meghalaya.

The Assam State Drivers’
Union, among the cab-oper-
ators’ and drivers’ bodies
leading the agitation, said it
has extended its blockade of
Meghalaya-bound traffic to
the entry points of Rani, Boko,
Hahim and Lampi Road.

The move comes after the
Meghalaya Government
issued an advisory for trav-
ellers to use these alternative
routes.

The cab operators had
already been blockading
traffic at Jorabat and
Khanapara areas, which serve
as the main entry points to
Meghalaya to reach its
Capital, Shillong.

Meghalaya Govt forms SIT to probe
Shillong violence, identify culprits

CRPF and RAF teams conducted a flag march in Shillong city on Saturday PTI

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n Kohima

Expressing severe concern over the poor
quality of workmanship, prolonged delays,
and gross negligence in the execution of
highway infrastructure projects, the Naga
Students’ Federation (NSF) has lashed out at
the National Highways & Infrastructure
Development Corporation Limited (NHIDCL)
and demanded immediate blacklisting of
defaulting contractors.

In a press statement issued from its
headquarters, the NSF highlighted the
deplorable condition of the upgraded 4-lane
Dimapur-Kohima Road, pointing out that
despite receiving a Completion Certificate
in 2023, the stretch continues to suffer from
collapsing side walls, inadequate drainage
systems, missing slope protection measures,
and an absence of timely repairs.

The student body noted that although the
project falls under a five-year Defect Liability
Period (DLP), NHIDCL has failed to execute
mandatory maintenance. The federation
also raised alarms over structural compro-
mises on several bridges along the Dimapur-
Kohima stretch, where four-lane bridge
standards were allegedly disregarded.

“Public resources cannot continue to be
squandered on projects that fail to meet
even the most basic standards of safety,
durability, and engineering integrity,” stated
NSF President Mteisuding and General

Secretary Kenilo Kent in the joint release.
The NSF further noted that similar griev-
ances regarding compromised construction
quality have emerged from several other
projects, including the Kohima Bypass
Road, Kohima-Mao Road Upgradation,
Akash Bridge-Jessami Road (NH-202), and the
Peren-Dimapur Section (NH-129A).

Bombay HC orders NTA to
clear NEET candidate’s result 

PRAMOD KUMAR SINGH 
n New Delhi/Nagpur

The Nagpur bench of the
Bombay High Court has told
the National Testing Agency
(NTA) to release the NEET-UG
result for Atharva Donadkar,
a student from Chandrapur.
The court made this decision
after the Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) confirmed
it found no evidence of
wrongdoing by the student
during its investigation into
the NEET paper leak.

Atharva Donadkar took
the NEET-UG exam on May 3,
2026. When a paper leak led
to a re-test, he appeared for
the exam again on June 21.
After the CBI raided his
home on May 15 as part of its
investigation, his results
were withheld. Investigators
took study materials and a
question paper with a differ-
ent roll number during 
the raid.

After this, the NTA sent
Donadkar a show-cause
notice on July 15. He replied
on July 17, saying the seized
items were mock practice
papers from his coaching
institute and not linked to
the leaked exam papers.
Despite his explanation, the
NTA continued to withhold
his results, preventing him
from joining Maharashtra’s
first centralised medical
admission round.

Worried about losing an
academic year, Donadkar
went to the Bombay High
Court for help. Justices Anil
Kilor and Rajnish Vyas heard
the case. After learning that
the investigation found no
link between Donadkar and
the exam leak, the judges
told the NTA to release his

results right away. This deci-
sion brings relief to a
student who took both the
original exam and the re-
test. With medical coun-
selling deadlines approach-
ing, the court’s order now
allows Donadkar to proceed
with the admission process.

The broader investiga-
tion into the NEET-UG 2026
exam leak is still ongoing.
The CBI has fi led a
chargesheet against 13
people, including three
subject experts connected
to the NTA. The agency says
it is looking into a group
accused of sharing Physics,
Chemistry, and Biology
questions before the exam.
As the inquiry continues,
some students, named only
as witnesses or found
during searches, have asked
the courts to release their
results once they are
cleared. The Donadkar case
shows how big investiga-
tions can affect students
who are not involved.

Even if no charges are
filed, holding back results
can hurt a person’s career.
The High Court’s decision
shows that suspicion alone
is not enough to keep taking
action if there is no evi-
dence against someone.
The NTA must release
Donadkar’s score so he can
join the current counselling
process.

Student groups and edu-
cation experts have called
the ruling a fair balance
between maintaining exam
integrity and protecting the
rights of students not
accused of wrongdoing.
More updates on the main
CBI investigation are
expected soon.

Death toll rises to 9 in Gujarat
spurious liquor tragedy 

India needs to become laboratory of world, not just pharmacy: Anupriya Patel

GP Singh, IPS, DG CRPF, reviewed the Valediction Parade of the 77th RR Batch of the IPS officers at the
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel National Police Academy, Hyderabad on Friday PIONEER PHOTO

Nagaland Student Federation slams
NHIDCL over substandard road projects

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n Bhavnagar

The death toll from the con-
sumption of spurious liquor
in Gujarat’s Bhavnagar dis-
trict rose to nine on Saturday
after one more victim suc-
cumbed during treatment,
while three others remain in
critical condition, district
officials said.

One of the victims, Hardik
Kilji, died on the intervening
night of Friday and Saturday,
and out of 17 patients who
are still undergoing treat-
ment at the civil hospital and
six other private facilities in
the city, three remain in a
critical condition, the district
administration stated in 
an update.

As many as 17 patients,
who consumed the liquor
containing methanol, a
highly toxic substance, have
been discharged, while 18
others have sought medical
consultation, it said.

Police have arrested 13 of
the 21 accused named in the
FIR registered at Vartej police

station in connection with
the hooch tragedy.

Gujarat is a ‘dry’ state
where the manufacture, sale
and consumption of alcohol
is banned.

According to police, the
victims consumed spurious
liquor packed in bottles
bearing the name of a
popular Indian-made
foreign liquor brand.

The accused persons have
been booked under charges,
including culpable homi-
cide not amounting to
murder, adulteration and
poisoning under the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita and
Prohibition Act. 

A local court on Thursday
remanded them in police
custody for 10 days.

The probe has been
handed over to the State
Monitoring Cell (SMC), a
special Gujarat police unit
that tracks state-wide illicit
l iquor and gambling 
operations.

The illicit hooch was
allegedly prepared at the
house of one Gautam
Solanki, a resident of Vartej,
with the help of Raees, who
was detained from Ujjain in
Madhya Pradesh. 

The toxic liquor was
packed and sealed in bottles
carrying the label of an IMFL
brand and supplied to boot-
leggers for distribution.

The matter came to light
after three friends con-
sumed the liquor at Vartej
on the night of August 16, but
all took ill, and one of them
died.

The examination of the
blood sample of the first
victim, Upendrasinh Gohil,
showed the presence of
methanol.

Goa declares cancer a notifiable disease

Arunachal achieves 100%
home electrification: CM

Representative image ISTOCK

Arunachal Pradesh Chief Minister Pema Khandu
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Police Alert Before Festivals and Elections, Patrolling to Increase in Sensitive Areas
SP Dharmendra Singh reviewed crime control, law and order and security preparations in the crime meeting | Instructions to take immediate action against those spreading rumours on social media

n FAIR REPORT 
CHITTORGARH

In view of  the upcoming 
festivals and municipal 
elections, the district po-
lice have increased prepa-
rations for security ar-
rangements. On Saturday, 
SP Dharmendra Singh held 
a crime meeting with po-
lice officers at the Investi-
gation Building in the Po-
lice Lines and reviewed the 
law and order and crime 
situation. He directed offic-
ers to increase monitoring 

in sensitive and highly sen-
sitive areas, arrest wanted 
criminals and take preven-
tive action against anti-so-
cial elements.

Religious Places and 
Markets to Remain 
Under Police Watch 
During Festivals

During the meeting, the 
SP took information about 
the current law and order 
and crime situation in dif-
ferent police station areas. 
He reviewed pending cases 

and directed officers to 
take quick action in seri-
ous and sensitive cases. He 
said that police presence 
and effective patrolling 
should be clearly visible to 
prevent crimes. In view of  
the upcoming festivals, of-
ficers were directed to de-
ploy the required police 
force at religious places, 
markets and public places, 
maintain continuous mon-
itoring in sensitive areas 
and give special attention 
to the safety of  the public.

Special Watch on 
Sensitive Areas During 
Elections

Regarding the munici-
pal elections, police offic-
ers were directed to com-
plete all security prepara-
tions on time. They were 
asked to increase regular 
patrolling and monitor-
ing in sensitive areas and 
identify and take action 
against people who may 
try to disturb the situa-
tion during elections or 
festivals. The SP clearly 

said that maintaining 
peace and law and order 
in the district is the top 
priority of  the police. 
Strict action will be taken 
against anyone trying to 
create any kind of  distur-
bance.

Police Will Also Keep a 
Watch on Social Media

The meeting also 
stressed continuous moni-
toring of  social media. Of-
ficers were directed to im-
mediately take action as 

per law against misleading 
posts, rumours or activi-
ties that may affect law and 
order. They were also asked 
to maintain better commu-
nication and coordination 
with the public.

SP Had Food With 
Police Personnel at 
the Mess

After the crime meeting, 
SP Dharmendra Singh had 
food with police officers 
and personnel at the police 
mess in the Police Lines. 

During this, he inspected 
the mess arrangements 
and took information 
about the quality of  food. 
While interacting with the 
police personnel, the SP 
said that teamwork and co-
ordination are very impor-
tant for maintaining the 
working efficiency and mo-
rale of  the police force. He 
directed the police person-
nel to perform their duties 
with full dedication and 
discipline and to remain 
fully alert and active dur-

ing the upcoming festivals 
and elections.

Additional SP Head-
quarters Gajendra Singh 
Jodha, Additional SP 
Quick Investigation Cell 
Ashok Meena, Additional 
SP Sikayau Suganchand 
Panwar, Additional SP 
Rawatbhata Gopal Singh 
Kanawat, along with all 
Deputy Superintendents 
of  Police and Station 
House Officers of  the dis-
trict, were present in the 
meeting.

Women Given Information About 
Safety and Legal Rights, RajCop Citizen 

App Installed on Their Phones
Awareness session 
held under Sakhi 
Project | Around 60 
women participated, 
police team gave 
information about 
helplines and police 
services

n FAIR REPORT 
CHITTORGARH

A women safety and 
awareness session was or-
ganized in Chittorgarh on 
Saturday under the Sakhi 
Project, which is being 
run with the support of  
Hindustan Zinc by Man-
jari Foundation. The ses-
sion was held during a 
meeting of  the Federation 
of  Sakhi Sangam Commit-
tee. Around 60 women as-
sociated with the Sakhi 
Project participated in the 
programme. During the 
programme, Women Po-
lice Station SHO Renu and 
the Kalika Patrolling 
Team gave information to 
women about women safe-
ty, their legal rights, wom-
en safety helpline num-
bers and various social 
issues. The police team 

also explained how wom-
en can get police help in 
case of  any problem or 
emergency. During the 
session, the women active-
ly participated and asked 
questions on different is-
sues related to women 
safety. The police team an-
swered their questions 
and provided the required 

information about legal 
rights and police assis-
tance. The police team in-
stalled the RajCop Citizen 
App on the mobile phones 
of  the women. A demon-
stration and training of  
the useful features of  the 
app was also given. The 
women were told how they 
can use different police 

services and facilities 
through the app when 
needed. The Kalika Patrol-
ling Unit also gave impor-
tant information about 
women safety and police 
assistance. The team en-
couraged women to in-
form the police about any 
suspicious or anti-social 
activity around them and 

to seek police help imme-
diately if  they face any 
problem. The main objec-
tive of  the programme 
was to make women aware 
of  their legal rights, safety 
measures, helpline num-
bers and available police 
services, and to help them 
get police assistance when 
required.

Jail Wall Became a ‘Delivery 
Point’, Parcel Thrown From 
Outside Reached Prisoners
Case registered at 
Kotwali police 
station after 
tobacco was found 
in the district jail | 
Video of party inside 
jail had gone viral a 
few days ago, four 
employees 
suspended and 
Deputy 
Superintendent 
transferred

n FAIR REPORT 
CHITTORGARH
Questions have once 
again been raised over 
the security arrange-
ments at the district jail. 
A parcel thrown from 
outside over the high jail 
wall reached the prison-
ers inside. Later, loose 
tobacco was recovered 
during a search. Based 
on the report submitted 
by the jail administra-
tion, Kotwali police sta-
tion has registered a case 
and started an investiga-
tion. According to the 
report submitted by the 
jail administration, at 
around 9.50 am on Au-
gust 20, an unknown per-
son had thrown a parcel 
from outside near the 
main wall behind Ward-B 
into the jail premises. 
Initially, the information 
was not received. The 
next day, on August 21, 
jail guard Chan-
draprakash, who was on 
duty in the ward, re-
ceived information that 
two prisoners had suspi-
cious material with 
them. After the informa-
tion reached the officers, 
the concerned prisoners 
were questioned. During 
questioning, it came to 
light that prisoner Asmit 

Rathore had ordered the 
parcel from outside. On 
his instructions, Shah-
rukh alias Dadhi, who is 
lodged in Ward-B, picked 
up the parcel that had 
been thrown into the jail 
premises. After this, on 
the information given by 
prisoner Sajid alias Raju, 
the bag of  prisoner 

Aamir Khan was 
searched. Loose tobacco 
kept in a plastic bag was 
recovered from the bag. 
The jail administration 
seized the tobacco and 
sent the complete report 
to Kotwali police station. 
On Friday night, police 
registered a case on the 
basis of  the report.

Video of Party Inside Jail Had Gone Viral a 
Few Days Ago

The incident of  tobacco reaching the district jail 
has come to light at a time when a video of  the ac-
cused in the Ajay Raj murder case partying inside 
the jail had gone viral on social media a few days 
ago. After the video came to light, questions were 
raised about the security and monitoring system of  
the jail. Four jail employees were suspended in con-
nection with the video case. After this, questions 
were also raised about the security arrangements 
of  the jail administration.

Deputy Superintendent Was Also 
Transferred

After the viral video case, Narendra Kumar Swa-
mi, Deputy Superintendent of  Chittorgarh District 
Jail, was also transferred. According to the order 
issued by the Deputy Secretary, Swami was sent to 
the Jaipur headquarters and given the responsibil-
ity of  Training Guard. Muralidhar Manohar Su-
thar was appointed as the new Deputy Superinten-
dent of  Chittorgarh District Jail from Jaisalmer. 
However, the available transfer order does not men-
tion any finding of  personal fault against Swami. 
The earlier incident of  a video being made inside 
the jail and reaching outside, followed by the latest 
incident of  a parcel being thrown from outside the 
jail wall and reaching the prisoners, has once again 
raised questions about the monitoring system of  
the jail.

Made Reels Wearing Army Uniform, Claimed to Be a 
Rajputana Rifles Soldier; Badisadri Police Arrested Him

Action taken on information from Military Intelligence, Pune | Accused is not in the Army, 
but was posting photos and videos in uniform on Facebook, Instagram and YouTube

n FAIR REPORT 
CHITTORGARH

Making videos and reels 
wearing an Army uni-
form on social media 
proved costly for a man. 
The man had created so-
cial media accounts 
claiming himself  to be a 
soldier of  the Rajputana 
Rifles of  the Indian 
Army. He was also con-
tinuously sharing his 
photos and videos in the 
uniform. After receiving 
information from Mili-
tary Intelligence, Pune, 
Badisadri Police arrest-
ed the accused. Two mo-
bile phones found with 
him were checked and 
accounts and posts were 

found on Facebook, Ins-
tagram and YouTube. 
According to police, on 
August 21, Military In-

telligence, Pune in-
formed Badisadri police 
station that Bharat Sin-
gh, son of  Ramsingh Ra-

jput, a resident of  
Khardevala, was run-
ning fake social media 
accounts by claiming 

himself  to be a soldier of  
the Rajputana Rifles of  
the Indian Army. He was 
making and sharing pho-
tos, videos and reels re-
lated to the Army while 
wearing an Army uni-
form. After receiving the 
information, a police 
team was formed under 
the supervision of  Addi-
tional SP Headquarters 
Gajendra Singh and Bad-
isadri DSP Harishchan-
dra Singh. The team was 
led by Badisadri SHO 
Bhagwanlal and includ-
ed SI Babulal. The team 
detained Bharat Singh 
and checked the two An-
droid mobile phones 
found in his possession.

Accounts Found on Facebook, 
Instagram and YouTube

During the checking of  the mobile 
phones, accounts of  the accused were 
found on Facebook, Instagram and 
YouTube. His profile photos showed 
him wearing an Indian Army uni-
form. According to police, photos and 
videos of  him wearing the Army uni-
form had also been posted on these 
platforms. Police said that Bharat 
Singh is not a member of  the Indian 
Army. Despite this, he wore an Army 
uniform and made videos and reels 
for social media and circulated them. 
Police arrested the accused and reg-

istered a case against him under Sec-
tions 319(2), 204, 205 and 168 of  the 
BNS and Section 66D of  the IT Act. 
Investigation in the case is continu-
ing.

Criminal Case Was Also 
Registered Earlier

According to police, a criminal case 
had also been registered against ac-
cused Bharat Singh earlier. A charge 
sheet in that case has already been sub-
mitted in court. The police team in-
volved in the action included SI Babu-
lal and constables Rakesh Kumar, 
Babulal, Nanuram and Rajkumar.

Jhunjhunu Poll Dates Flipped Overnight: Temple Rush Trumps Ballot Rush
n FAIR REPORT 
JAIPUR

In a last-minute reshuffle 
that has left candidates and 
party workers scrambling, 
the Rajasthan State Elec-
tion Commission has 
swapped the voting sched-
ule for all 19 urban local 
bodies in Jhunjhunu dis-
trict — a decision driven 
not by political pressure, 
but by faith. The Swap
Civic bodies originally 

slated to vote on September 
9 in the first phase will now 
go to the polls on Septem-
ber 11, in the second phase. 
Conversely, bodies earlier 
scheduled for September 11 
have been moved up to Sep-
tember 9.

Why the U-Turn
The Commission cited an 
unavoidable clash: Septem-
ber 10-11 marks Bhadva 
Amavasya, when lakhs of  

devotees pour into Jhunj-
hunu from across the coun-
try for annual temple wor-
ship. With polling booths 
set up in buildings sur-
rounding the temples and 
heavy police deployment 
already committed to 
crowd management, hold-
ing elections on those dates 
risked chaos on both fronts 
— devotion and democracy 
competing for the same 
ground.

Meanwhile, in Kota — 
A Family Affair 
As Jhunjhunu re-jigs its 
calendar, an unusual tick-
et tussle has surfaced 
elsewhere. At the BJP dis-
trict office in GMA Plaza, 
Kota, a husband and wife 
have both filed applica-
tions seeking the party 
ticket from the very same 
ward — Ward 22 — turn-
ing what should be a rou-
tine nomination process 

into a domestic contest 
playing out in full public 
view.

Jodhpur’s Legal Battle
Adding to the poll season’s 
turbulence, a delimitation 
dispute over 12 wards in 
Jodhpur has now landed 
before the High Court, rais-
ing fresh questions over 
ward boundaries even as 
campaigning intensifies 
across the state.

n FAIR REPORT 
NEW DELHI

The Jharkhand CID on Sat-
urday said it has taken Ab-
hay Tiwari, his wife and 
brother on remand for ques-
tioning in connection with 
alleged irregularities in the 
JSSC-CGL examination. 
Abhay Tiwari, then posted 
as a block supply officer in 
Poriyahat in Godda district, 
was arrested by the CID on 
July 22, while his wife Su-
shma Kumari and brother 
Akshay Tiwari were ar-
rested on August 18. “In con-
nection with alleged irregu-
larities in the Jharkhand 
Graduate-Level Combined 
Competitive Examina-
tion-2023, the SIT is interro-
gating Abhay, Akshay and 
Sushma after taking them 
into remand,” the CID said 

in a statement. SouthAsians 
& Diaspora The agency said 
18 other suspects linked to 
the case had also been is-
sued notices and ques-
tioned. A Special Investiga-
tion Team (SIT) of  the 
Jharkhand CID is probing 
alleged irregularities in the 
JSSC-CGL examination 
conducted in 2024. The CID 
on Friday issued a mobile 
number (9771432118) and 
urged people to share any 
information they may have 
regarding alleged irregu-
larities in the examination. 
During investigation, the 
CID found that Tiwari had 
qualified in around 12 com-
petitive exams over the past 
13 years, officials said. The 
remand comes amid a row 
over recruitment examina-
tions in the state, with sen-

ior Jharkhand BJP leaders 
on Saturday demanding a 
CBI probe into alleged ir-
regularities and accusing 
the JMM-led government of  
using force against protest-
ing job aspirants. Former 
chief  minister Champai 
Soren accused the state gov-
ernment of  cheating job as-
pirants and demanded that 
it recommend a CBI inquiry, 
claiming the ruling alliance 
had no intention of  provid-
ing justice to the protesting 
aspirants. The JMM-led gov-
ernment’s decision to can-
cel 22 job examinations and 
order a probe into 23 others 
had brought a 26-day agita-
tion against alleged irregu-
larities in recruitment ex-
aminations to an end, trig-
gering another protest by 
successful candidates.

Jharkhand CID questions ex-block 
supply officer, wife, brother over 

alleged JSSC-CGL irregularities


