
Rajasthan’s War on Food Adulteration Gets Tougher  
as Raids, Seizures and Factory Closures Intensify

n FAIR REPORT 
JAIPUR

Rajasthan’s crackdown on 
food adulteration is mov-
ing beyond routine inspec-
tions, with enforcement 
teams stepping up raids, 
sampling, seizures and 
sealing operations across 
the state ahead of  the fes-
tive season.

Under the “Shuddh 
Aahar–Milawat Par 
Waar” campaign, the Food 
Safety and Drug Control 
Department has intensi-
fied surveillance of  milk, 
paneer, mawa, sweets, 
ghee and other high-de-
mand food products—an 
important intervention at 
a time when festive de-
mand can create fertile 
ground for unscrupulous 
operators.

The latest operations 
underline a clear message 
from the department: food 
safety is a public-health 
responsibility, not a nego-
tiable regulatory formali-
ty.

Principal Secretary, 
Medical and Health, Gay-
atri Rathore said the gov-
ernment would not com-
promise on public health 
and that strict action 
would follow wherever 
adulteration or violations 
of  food-safety standards 
are detected.

300 kg paneer 
destroyed in Jaipur

In Jaipur, a central en-
forcement team inspected 
M/s Shri Maya Dairy in 
Jhotwara, where paneer 
was allegedly found stored 

under highly unhygienic 
conditions.

Officials collected 
samples and destroyed ap-
proximately 300 kg of  sus-
pected paneer. The depart-
ment said the product was 
prima facie found to fall in 
the category of  unsafe 
food.

The action sends a 
particularly strong signal 

because merely collecting 
samples, without remov-
ing visibly unsafe food 
from circulation, can 
leave consumers exposed 
while laboratory proce-
dures continue.

Illegal plant sealed in 
Phalodi

In another major op-
eration, officials raided an 

allegedly illegal vegeta-
ble-fat manufacturing 
unit in Kheenchhan vil-
lage of  Phalodi district.

The enforcement team 
seized approximately 690 
kg of  vegetable fat, along 
with raw materials, pack-
aging equipment and fin-
ished products. The unit 
was subsequently sealed 
with immediate effect.

The operation demon-
strates the department’s 
willingness to target not 
only retail outlets but also 
the manufacturing and 
supply chain where poten-
tially non-compliant food 
products originate.

Milk and ghevar sam-
ples collected in Dholpur

In Sarmathura, Dhol-
pur, food-safety officials 
inspected local establish-

ments and collected sam-
ples of  mixed milk from 
Dharmendra Dairy and 
ghevar from Jodhpur 
Misthan Bhandar.

The samples have 
been sent to a food labora-
tory. Further legal action 
will depend on the labora-
tory findings.

Enforcement, not  
just advisories
The campaign is being con-
ducted under the direction 
of  Commissioner Dr T. 
Shubhamangala, with Ad-
ditional Commissioner 
Bhagwat Singh and Joint 
Commissioner Dr Vijay 
Prakash Sharma oversee-
ing enforcement opera-
tions. The department has 
directed state and district 
teams to maintain inten-

sive surveillance through-
out the festive period. Prod-
ucts found to be sub-stand-
ard, unsafe or misbranded 
can attract penal and pros-
ecution proceedings under 
the Food Safety and Stand-
ards Act. That distinction 
matters. A food-safety cam-
paign can succeed only 
when inspection translates 
into consequences. Sei-
zures, destruction of  un-
safe products and sealing 
of  illegal manufacturing 
facilities demonstrate that 
enforcement is beginning 
to move from paperwork to 
the ground.

The real test is 
consistency
The latest action deserves 
recognition for its focus on 
prevention rather than wait-

ing for consumer complaints 
or a major food-safety inci-
dent. But the larger test will 
be consistency. Festive-sea-
son enforcement must not 
become a short-lived drive 
that fades once demand nor-
malises. Regular surveil-
lance, credible laboratory 
testing, transparent prose-
cution and action against 
repeat offenders will deter-
mine whether the campaign 
produces lasting change. For 
consumers, the department 
has appealed for vigilance 
and urged people to report 
suspected adulterated or un-
safe food. The message from 
Rajasthan’s latest crack-
down is blunt: profit cannot 
come before public health, 
and food adulteration can-
not be allowed to become a 
cost of  doing business.

THE DAWN OF A FEARLESS PEN
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Rajasthan is seeking to 
turn its long-standing ties 
with Japan into a deeper 
industrial partnership, 
with Chief  Minister 
Bhajan Lal Sharma calling 
for greater Japanese in-
vestment in the state and a 
focused push to expand co-
operation in the gems and 
jewellery sector.

At a meeting with a 
Japanese delegation on 
Sunday, Sharma said the 
Rajasthan government was 
working on a structured 
roadmap to promote indus-
tries and investment from 
Japan. He highlighted the 
development of  a dedicated 
Japanese zone, aimed at 
providing Japanese compa-
nies with specialised infra-
structure and a more inves-
tor-friendly operating envi-

ronment.
The Chief  Minister 

also urged the Jaipur Jew-
ellery Association and 
Yamanashi Jewellery As-
sociation to build a strong-
er commercial partnership 
by combining Japanese 
technology and investment 
with Jaipur’s established 
expertise in gems and jew-
ellery.

“The objective should 
not merely be to increase 
trade, but to create a larger 
ecosystem that generates 
employment and opens 
new markets,” Sharma 
said, underlining the po-
tential for the two regions 
to jointly expand their 
global jewellery footprint.

Japanese investment: 
Rajasthan pitches itself  as 
a growth destination

Referring to his Japan 
visit in 2024, Sharma said 

Japanese companies had 
acknowledged the poten-
tial for significantly higher 
returns from investments 
in Rajasthan. He reiterated 

the state government’s in-
vitation to Japanese inves-
tors to establish and ex-
pand industrial operations 
in the state.

The pitch comes as Ra-
jasthan seeks to strengthen 
its position as an invest-
ment destination by com-
bining its industrial base, 

infrastructure and skilled 
workforce with Japanese 
technology, capital and 
manufacturing expertise.

Yamanashi officials, 
meanwhile, highlighted 
the existing business links 
between the two regions. 
Kofu City Mayor Yuichi 
Higuchi praised Ra-
jasthan’s investment poli-
cies and said around 180 
Japanese companies are 
currently operating in the 
state.

The jewellery connec-
tion is particularly signifi-
cant. According to the 
Japanese delegation, near-
ly 60 Jaipur-based compa-
nies are engaged in jewel-
lery-related business in 
Kofu City, underlining the 
depth of  an economic rela-
tionship that has devel-
oped beyond formal gov-
ernment-to-government 

engagement.
From traditional ties 

to a business partnership
The meeting pointed to 

an emerging model of  co-
operation in which cultur-
al and commercial links 
could reinforce each other. 
Jaipur’s jewellery crafts-
manship and global trad-
ing network, combined 
with Yamanashi’s techno-
logical capabilities and 
industrial ecosystem, 
could provide a platform 
for joint ventures, technol-
ogy transfer and market 
expansion. The interac-
tion also carried a cultural 
touch, with Sharma and 
the Japanese delegation 
exchanging greetings with 
“Radhe-Radhe”. 

The meeting was at-
tended by senior Rajasthan 
government officials and 
representatives of  the jew-

ellery, banking, manufac-
turing and commercial sec-
tors from Jaipur and Kofu. 
For Rajasthan, the message 
from the meeting was 
clear: Japan is being posi-
tioned not simply as a 
source of  foreign invest-
ment, but as a long-term 
industrial partner. The 
challenge now will be to 
convert diplomatic good-
will and existing business 
ties into measurable in-
vestments, technology 
partnerships and sus-
tained employment. If  
Jaipur’s craftsmanship 
and Yamanashi’s technol-
ogy can be systematically 
integrated, the partner-
ship could move from a 
successful bilateral busi-
ness relationship to a glob-
ally competitive jewellery 
manufacturing and trad-
ing corridor.

Rajasthan, Japan Deepen Industrial Partnership as Bhajan 
Lal Sharma Pushes Jaipur–Yamanashi Jewellery Corridor

n FAIR REPORT 
JAIPUR

Away from hospital corri-
dors, consultation rooms 
and the relentless demands 
of  medical practice, doc-
tors associated with the 
National Medicos Organi-
sation (NMO), Jaipur Ma-
hanagar, came together 
with their families on Sun-
day for a day centred on 
nature, health, family 
bonding and cultural en-
gagement.

The organisation held a 
forest outing and family 
gathering at Ghati Wale 
Hanuman Temple in Mun-
dotiya, bringing doctors 
and their family members 
together in an informal set-
ting designed to promote 
physical activity and 
strengthen interpersonal 
bonds. The programme 
combined recreation with 
cultural engagement. Par-
ticipants took part in a 
range of  games and activi-
ties, while patriotic songs 
added a nationalistic fla-
vour to the gathering. A 
knowledge-based quiz on 
the Ramayana and Mahab-

harata also tested partici-
pants’ familiarity with In-
dia’s traditional narratives 
and cultural heritage.

Health Beyond the 
Hospital

NMO Jaipur Mahanagar 
Secretary Dr Asha Lata said 
such programmes provide 
doctors and their families an 
opportunity to reconnect 
with nature while strength-
ening communication, 
health consciousness, family 
relationships and cultural 
values. The emphasis on out-
door activity also offered a 
reminder that healthcare is 
not confined to treating ill-
ness. For medical profession-
als themselves, physical ac-
tivity, social interaction and 
time with family can form an 
important part of  maintain-
ing a balanced lifestyle.

Focus on Lifestyle  
and Values
Addressing the gathering as 
the chief  speaker, Prant 
Pracharak Babulal spoke 
about the influence of  Hindu 
thought globally and the tradi-
tional Indian emphasis on 
health, values and spirituality. 
He advocated a disciplined 
and sattvic way of  life, urging 
people to consciously distance 
themselves from impulses 
such as anger, greed, attach-
ment and excessive desire. 
Such self-discipline, he said, 
could contribute to protecting 
both physical and mental well-
being. He also called for great-
er social attention to the 
health and character-building 
of  the next generation, argu-
ing have a collective responsi-
bility to create an environ-
ment rooted in healthy habits 
and cultural values.

Doctors Step Out of Clinics for 
a Day of Nature, Family and 
Cultural Connect in Jaipur

CJP Worker Slapped in Jodhpur, Clash With 
ABVP Erupts Days After Jaipur School Row
n FAIR REPORT 
JODHPUR

A Cockroach Janata Party 
(CJP) programme at Gan-
dhi Shanti Pratishthan 
turned violent on Sunday 
after a Bharatiya Janata 
Yuva Morcha (BJYM) work-
er allegedly slapped a CJP 
member, triggering a clash 
between CJP and ABVP 
workers at the venue.

Police detained 11 peo-
ple, including two office-
bearers of  ABVP and 
BJYM. DCP (East) Man-
ish Kumar Choudhary 
said some individuals al-
legedly tried scaling the 

boundary wall to enter 
the event, leading to the 
detentions, adding that 
further action would fol-
low a formal complaint on 
the assault.

The flare-up comes 
two days after CJP work-
ers were allegedly at-
tacked while inspecting a 
crumbling government 
school in Rampura-Kan-
warpura village, Jaipur. 
The school was subse-
quently shifted to a build-
ing 50 metres away on 
Saturday. CJP Rajasthan 
spokesperson Rekha 
Sharma said construction 

at the original site would 
begin September 1, noting 
the visit would have been 
unnecessary had the gov-
ernment acted sooner.

CJP founder Abhijeet 
Dipke has warned that if  
repairs don’t start within 
48 hours and the attack-
ers aren’t arrested, he 
will personally sit out-
side the Jaipur school 
until work is done — sig-
nalling the campaign is 
far from over, and that 
the confrontation be-
tween CJP and BJP-affil-
iated groups is likely to 
sharpen further.

Fire Engulfs Six-Storey Building  
in Jaipur’s Kalwar Road, 80 

Residents Trapped Before Rescue
n FAIR REPORT 
JAIPUR

A massive fire broke out in 
the parking lot of  a six-sto-
rey residential apartment in 
A-Block, Mangalam City, on 
Kalwar Road on Sunday af-
ternoon, trapping around 80 
residents inside as thick 
smoke rapidly filled the 
building. The blaze report-
edly started among vehicles 
parked in the basement 
area, quickly engulfing 
twelve motorcycles and 
three cars before spreading 
flames visible from a dis-
tance, sending panic 
through the neighbourhood. 

SHO Dilip Singh, who led 
the response from Kalwar 
police station, said officers 
rushed to the spot on receiv-
ing information about the 
fire. “Vehicles parked in the 
parking lot started burning, 
and due to smoke filling the 
apartment, 80 people pre-
sent in the building got 
trapped inside,” he said. 
With residents struggling to 
breathe amid the spreading 
smoke, police personnel 
worked alongside local resi-
dents to evacuate every 
trapped occupant safely — 
averting what could have 
been a far graver tragedy.

FIRST IN INDIAFIRST IN INDIA  Athletes in action at the Women’s 100m Hurdles event at the World 
Athletics Continental Tour Silver held at Kalinga Stadium in Bhubaneswar. 
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PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

A Delhi Police probe has
uncovered an alleged terror-
funding and drugs-for-
weapons nexus linked to des-
ignated pro-Khalistan terror-
ist Arsh Dalla, with opium
smuggled to Canada alleged-
ly generating funds while
weapons were pushed into
Punjab through cross-border
drone drops.

Four members of the
alleged syndicate have been
arrested, and over 5.10 kg of
opium has been recovered
during the investigation,
which began following inter-
ception of a single courier
parcel in Delhi — eventually
exposing a network spanning
Punjab, Haryana and
Rajasthan and extending 
overseas.

“The case dates back to
February 7, when Delhi Police’s
Crime Branch received specif-

ic information that a parcel
booked through a courier
company in Delhi for dispatch
to Canada contained narcotics
concealed beneath food and
household items,” Special
Commissioner of Police (Crime
Branch) HGS Dhaliwal said in
a statement.

A team reached the courier
company’s premises in Moti
Nagar and intercepted the
parcel. Although declared to
contain food items and house-
hold articles, a search revealed
a false bottom beneath the
parcel, concealing nearly 3
kg of opium, police said. The
false bottom was designed to
evade routine security screen-
ing and customs inspection,
they added.

A case was registered in this
connection at the Crime
Branch police station. “Instead
of treating the seizure as an
isolated drug recovery, teams
began tracing the entire
courier chain. They identified

the dispatcher, examined
digital devices, scrutinised
financial transactions and
analysed technical evidence,”
the official said.

The investigation culminat-
ed in raids across Punjab,
Haryana and Rajasthan —
leading to interception of two
more consignments of opium.
One of the parcels — des-
tined for Canada — contained
921 grams of the contraband,
while 1.19 kg was found con-
cealed in the other. 

Another 23 grams was
recovered from the posses-
sion of one of the accused,
taking the total seizure to
5.138 kg. The recovered opium
has an estimated value of Rs
3.5 crore in Canada, according
to the Crime Branch.

The investigation also estab-
lished that different agents
were tasked with handling dif-
ferent aspects of the illicit
operation. While some were
responsible for procuring nar-

cotics, and some took care of
concealment and transporta-
tion, others prepared con-
signments and dispatched
them abroad through courier
companies.

The four arrestees have
been identified as Hardeep
Singh (28), a resident of
Barnala in Punjab; Simranjeet
Singh (24) from Punjab’s
Bathinda; Yadvinder Singh
alias Jashan Sandhu (30) from
Sirsa in Haryana; and Jivan

Singh (23), a resident of
Rajasthan’s Balotra.

“The investigation subse-
quently took a more serious
turn when forensic examina-
tion of mobile phones,
encrypted communications,
banking records and technical
data allegedly revealed links
with foreign-based handlers
and the network of Arsh
Dalla,” the official said.

According to police, the
opium being trafficked abroad

was meant for Dalla and his
associates. After being sold in
Canada, the proceeds were
allegedly used for two purpos-
es — financing and expanding
the activities of the terrorist-
linked gang and making pay-
ments to hostile foreign-based
handlers. The payments
allegedly formed part of a
drugs-for-weapons arrange-
ment. Police said in exchange
for opium, weapons were
pushed into forward areas of
Punjab via cross-border drone
drops, which were intended
for associates of the Arsh Dalla
network operating in the state.

“Narcotics trade was not
merely a profit-making exer-
cise but part of a larger cycle
in which drugs generated
money; the money helped
finance the network, and arms
were brought into India in
return,” the official said.

Police said the large profit
margin in international opium
trade made the arrangement

particularly lucrative.  
Opium, allegedly procured

in India for around `1.5 lakh
per kg, about `150 per gram,
could fetch between 50 and
100 Canadian dollars per gram
in Canada. At prevailing
exchange rates, this trans-
lates to roughly `3,300 to
`6,700 per gram, he said.

According to the official,
the network allegedly used
several methods to conceal
the narcotics and obscure the
identities of those behind the
operation. Opium was con-
cealed beneath silver-foil false
bottoms inside cartons con-
taining food items or, in some
instances, inside garments.
Forged KYC documents and fic-
titious consignor details were
allegedly used to book con-
signments in names of unsus-
pecting persons. The parcels
were routed through multiple
intermediaries to obscure the
identity of handlers.

The accused allegedly com-

municated through encrypted
applications, while proxy bank
accounts and UPI channels
were used to move proceeds
and meet operational expens-
es. Digital and financial evi-
dence helped investigators
identify communications, con-
signees and transactions
linked with the syndicate,
police said.

The probe has also estab-
lished the involvement of
Arshdeep Singh Gill alias Arsh
Dalla, a native of Punjab’s
Moga, who fled to Canada in
2018. He was designated ter-
rorist under the Unlawful
Activities (Prevention) Act in
January 2023, and is among
the top leaders of the
Khalistan Tiger Force, a 
proscribed pro-Khalistan ter-
rorist organisation. Dalla was
arrested by Canadian author-
ities in Ontario in November
2024, and the Indian govern-
ment has been pursuing his
extradition.

Police unearth Arsh Dalla-linked narco-terror funding nexus

ABHINAV KUMAR JHA 
n New Delhi

A 30-year-old pregnant
woman working as an
Assistant Section Officer in the
Ministry of Defence was found
dead at her home in Bharthal
village, southwest Delhi’s
Dwarka, on Friday. The Delhi
police has registered a case of
cruelty and abetment to
suicide against her husband
and in-laws a day after her
family initially made no alle-
gations against them.

Police said the informa-
tion was received through a
PCR call at 4:21 pm on August
21, reporting an alleged
suicide at Village Bharthal. The
call was assigned to Sub-
inspector Satpal Dagar, who
reached the spot with police
staff and took the body into
possession.

The concerned SDM was

informed immediately, and
the body was shifted to DDU
Hospital’s mortuary as per
procedure. 

“Police acted promptly
upon receipt of the PCR call,
and all necessary legal and
procedural steps were taken
without delay,” the DCP of
Dwarka district said in a state-
ment, adding that further
investigation into the matter
remains in progress.

The deceased was identi-
fied as Nazia Khanam, daugh-
ter of Towab Khan. She had
married Mohammad Azam Ali
Khan, who works as a supply
chain manager in Gurgaon,
on April 11 this year, according
to Muslim rites and customs.
She was three months preg-
nant at the time of her death.

According to police, the
couple had gone to a hospi-
tal for a checkup on the day
of the incident. After return-

ing home, they got into an
argument, following which
Khanam locked her husband
in one room and herself in
another, before taking her
own life, a senior police officer
said.

On the same day, family
members of Khanam
appeared before the
Executive Magistrate and sub-
mitted written statements. At
that point, they raised no
suspicion or allegation

against her husband or any
member of her matrimonial
family, police said.

However, the next day, on
August 22, Khanam’s parents
appeared again before the
SDM and submitted a fresh
statement, this time level-
ling allegations against her
husband and his family. In
their complaint, the family
alleged that the husband had
been physically assaulting
and mentally harassing

Khanam, which drove her to
take the extreme step, accord-
ing to a senior police officer.

Based on this subsequent
complaint, police registered
FIR No. 214/2026 on August 22
under Sections 85 and 108 of
the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita
at Sector 23, Dwarka police
station. Section 85 pertains to
a husband or his relative sub-
jecting a woman to cruelty,
while Section 108 relates to
abetment of suicide.
Khanam’s family has addition-
ally demanded that Section
80, relating to dowry death,
be added to the FIR.

Khanam’s husband is cur-
rently absconding, police said.
The exact circumstances
leading to her death, along
with the allegations raised by
her parents, are being exam-
ined as part of the ongoing
investigation.

The case has drawn atten-

tion for the shift in the family’s
account within 24 hours, from
submitting statements
without any allegations on
the day of the death to filing
a formal complaint naming
the husband and in-laws the
very next day. Police said the
discrepancy between the two
statements would form part
of their investigation as they
work to establish the
sequence of events leading up
to Khanam’s death.

Officials said further legal
action would follow as facts
and evidence emerge during
the course of the investiga-
tion, with the case current-
ly being probed under the
cruelty and abetment to
suicide provisions, pending
additional findings that
could determine whether
further charges, including
those related to dowry, are
warranted.

Pregnant defence ministry officer found dead in Dwarka, husband booked

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

In a move to curb organised
crime, the Delhi government
has prepared a plan to trans-
fer undertrial gangsters,
organised criminals and other
high-risk prisoners lodged in
the capital’s jails to prisons in
other states, if required. 

For this, the Government
will implement the Transfer 
of Prisoners (Punjab
Amendment) Act, 2025, in
Delhi. According to Chief
Minister Rekha Gupta, the
move aims to enable the
interstate transfer of such
prisoners in the interest of
prison security, law and order
and public interest, while
strengthening cooperation
among states in tackling
organised crime.

Under the Delhi govern-
ment’s proposal, undertrial
gangsters, organised crimi-
nals and other high-risk pris-
oners can be transferred from
one state to another with
the mutual consent of the
states concerned or the
approval of the Ministry of
Home Affairs. The move is also
expected to make the crimi-
nal justice system more effec-
tive and help improve prison
management.

According to a Chief
Minister’s Office (CMO) state-
ment, a large number of hard-
ened and notorious criminals
are lodged as undertrials
alongside convicts in Delhi’s
jails. In May 2026, 188

members belonging to 26
identified gangs were identi-
fied in Delhi, of whom 107
gangsters had been arrested.
Despite being jailed, these
“hardened criminals” exploit
prison welfare facilities and
local networks to run extor-
tion rings, orchestrate target-
ed killings, trigger gang wars,
and expand alliances, the
CMO said.

Under the existing system,
such undertrial gangsters and
notorious criminals cannot
be transferred from Delhi’s
prisons to those in other
states. The Transfer of
Prisoners Act, 1950, provides
for the transfer of convicted
prisoners only. Undertrials,
meanwhile, are kept in
custody under special remand
warrants issued by the con-
cerned trial court, and their
transfer is governed by the
Prisons Act, 1900, which
permits the transfer of prison-
ers only within a state. Moving
them outside Delhi aims to
isolate them, preventing them
from influencing witnesses,
disrupting trials, or conspiring
from behind bars.

To address this legal gap, the
Punjab government had intro-
duced the Transfer of Prisoners
(Punjab Amendment) Act, 2025.
The amendment received the
President’s assent on April 21,
2025. The amended law pro-
vides for the transfer of under-
trial prisoners from one state
to another to maintain securi-
ty and law and order or in the
public interest. 

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

Around 300 people gath-
ered at Connaught Place’s
outer circle in Delhi on
Sunday to protest against
caste-based reservation and
demand reforms in the
quota system, with police
detaining over 20 protesters
from the site, officials said.

The protesters, who raised
slogans and carried plac-
ards, called for greater
emphasis on economic cri-
teria in deciding eligibility
for reservation and govern-
ment support, arguing that
assistance should reach eco-
nomically disadvantaged
people irrespective of caste.

Police said over 20 people
gathered at Connaught Place
were detained and removed
from the site, as no permis-
sion had been granted for
the demonstration.

Police maintained a pres-
ence at Connaught Place as

the gathering was cleared
from the protest site.

A key demand raised
during the demonstration
was the introduction of a
creamy-layer criterion and a
review of the existing reser-
vation framework.

Protesters also sought
changes in policies concern-
ing Scheduled Castes,
Scheduled Tribes and Other
Backward Classes.

“We are not against reser-
vation. We want reforms in
reservation. The government
should understand that poor
people from all communi-
ties also face difficulties,

and their concerns should
be heard,” a protester said.

Another participant said
the existing system should
be examined to ensure that
its benefits reach those who
genuinely need support.

The protesters also raised
concerns over the University
Grants Commission frame-
work and the Scheduled
Castes and Scheduled Tribes
(Prevention of Atrocities)
Act, seeking a broader
review of policies they said
affected opportunities in
education and employment.

The demonstration is part
of a mobilisation that has
largely taken place through
social  media.  The
“Reservation Hatao
Andolan”, an Instagram-
based page with around 5.6
million followers, had called
on its followers to join a
physical demonstration in
Delhi after building an
online campaign around
reservation reforms.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

A 19-year-old man died and
another was injured after
their motorcycle was
allegedly hit by a truck at the
IP Flyover in central Delhi
early Sunday morning, with
the truck driver fleeing the
scene following the colli-
sion, police said.

The deceased was identi-
fied as Aman, a resident of
Madanpur Khadar, who was
riding a black Hero Honda
Splendor toward Sarai Kale
Khan when the accident
occurred. His pillion rider, 22-
year-old Alber, a resident of
Batla House in Jamia Nagar,
was also injured in the crash.
“Aman was riding the motor-
cycle towards Sarai Kale
Khan when the two-wheeler
was allegedly hit by a truck
on the IP flyover,” a senior
police officer said, adding
that Alber fell from the

motorcycle during the colli-
sion and sustained injuries.

Police said a PCR call
regarding the accident was
received at IP Estate police
station around 6:21 am, after
being transferred from Civil
Lines police station. Local
police staff reached the spot
soon after and a crime team
was called in to collect evi-
dence from the scene.

Aman sustained fatal
injuries and died at the spot,
while Alber was rushed to
the Trauma Centre along
with him. Alber is currently
undergoing treatment, with
his condition stated to be
stable, police said.

According to the police

officer, the truck driver fled
the scene immediately after
the collision, leaving both
riders on the road. A case has
been registered, and neces-
sary legal action is being
taken. Police said efforts are
underway to identify the
truck involved in the acci-
dent and trace its driver.

Investigators are also
examining whether any
CCTV cameras installed on
the flyover or in the sur-
rounding areas captured the
accident or the truck’s move-
ment before and after the
collision, which could help
identify the vehicle and the
driver responsible.

The incident adds to a
series of road accidents
involving heavy vehicles on
Delhi’s flyovers and arterial
roads, with hit and run cases
involving trucks remaining a
persistent challenge for
traffic enforcement in the
capital. 

19-year-old killed as truck hits
motorcycle at IP flyover, driver flees

DDA to hold over 20 stakeholder meets to push MPD-2047 implementation

DMRC becomes first Indian metro to earn ISO 55001:2024 certification
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

The Delhi Metro Rail
Corporation Limited (DMRC)
has achieved ISO 55001:2024
certification for its Asset
Management System for
Mumbai Metro Line-3,
becoming the first metro
organisation in India to
receive certification to this
latest international standard
for asset management.

The achievement marks a
significant milestone in

DMRC’s journey from conven-
tional maintenance prac-
tices towards strategic, risk-
based and lifecycle-oriented
asset management.

Anuj Dayal,  Principal
Executive Director, DMRC,
said it reflects a shift from
simply maintaining assets
to managing their perfor-
mance, risk, cost and long-
term value in alignment with
organisational objectives.

ISO 55001:2024 provides a
globally recognised frame-
work for managing assets

across their entire lifecycle.
Its implementation enables

organisations to take more
informed decisions by bal-

ancing asset performance,
operational risk and lifecycle
costs, thereby enhancing
reliability, resource efficien-
cy and long-term sustain-
ability.

In a statement, DMRC said
it achieved this certification
in record time through a
comprehensive strengthen-
ing of its asset management
framework. This included
enhancing the Strategic Asset
Management Plan (SAMP),
aligning asset management
objectives with organisation-

al priorities, strengthening
risk assessment and lifecycle
controls, and undertaking
extensive training and capac-
ity building of personnel.
The system is continuously
monitored through Key
Performance Indicators
(KPIs), audits and manage-
ment reviews.

DMRC is responsible for
the Operations &
Maintenance (O&M) of the
33.5-km Mumbai Metro Line-
3 corridor,  connecting
Colaba, Bandra and SEEPZ. 

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

Delhi Police arrested two spa
managers and rescued 21
women after raiding two spa
centres in southeast Delhi’s
Kalkaji  on suspicion of
alleged prostitution activi-
ties, an official said on
Sunday.

According to police, the
raids were carried out on
Saturday at two separate spa
establishments after officers
received information regard-
ing suspected illegal activities
taking place at the locations.

Before conducting the
raids, police teams first
carried out separate decoy
operations at both spa
centres to verify the informa-
tion received. “In different
raids, our teams arrested two
managers of the spa centres.
Teams have registered two
FIRs and launched further
investigation,” the officer
said. During the operations at
the two establishments, a
total of 21 women were
rescued from the premises,
police said.

The rescued women were

sent for medical examination
following the raids, and their
statements are currently
being recorded in accordance
with legal procedure, accord-
ing to police.

Officials said the two FIRs
registered in connection with
the raids would form the
basis for further investigation
into the alleged activities at
both spa centres. Police have
not yet disclosed additional
details regarding the identi-
ties of the arrested managers
or the specific charges being
pursued against them.

The Kalkaji raids add to a
series of similar enforcement
actions carried out by Delhi
Police against spa centres
and massage parlours across
the city, where authorities
have periodically found evi-
dence of illegal activities
operating under the guise of
legitimate wellness services.

Police said the decoy oper-
ations conducted ahead of
the raids played a key role in
gathering preliminary evi-
dence before officers moved
in to conduct the searches
and subsequent arrests at
both locations.

Several detained as anti-reservation
protesters gather at Connaught Place

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

Following the notification of the
Master Plan for Delhi-2047, the
Delhi Development Authority (DDA)
plans to launch a major outreach
drive to accelerate its implementa-
tion. Under the directions of Delhi
Lieutenant Governor Taranjit Singh
Sandhu, the DDA will hold more
than 20 stakeholder meetings
over the next three months, 
engaging directly with elected rep-
resentatives, Government agen-
cies, professional bodies, industry,

residents, landowners, and other
stakeholders.

“The meetings will provide a
platform for focused interaction on
various provisions of MPD-2047
and facilitate greater coordination
in translating the plan’s vision into
action,” the DDA said. 

To boost industrial growth, the
DDA will consult industry bodies
and chambers, including CII, FICCI,
PHDCCI, ASSOCHAM and DSIIDC,
on measures to promote industri-
al development and facilitate land
availability for industry, it said.

The DDA said, “Architects, plan-

ners, professional institutions and
private developers will be engaged
in discussions on development
opportunities under TOD, HDC and
Land Pooling.”

As part of the initiative, the DDA
will hold separate interactions with

MPs and MLAs on key provisions of
MPD-2047, including Transit-
Oriented Development (TOD), High-
Density Corridors (HDC), Land
Pooling, and Low-Density Areas
(LDA).

“The DDA will reach out to RWAs,
Group Housing Societies,
Cooperative Group Housing
Societies and other stakeholders on
redevelopment of Group Housing.
For Land Pooling, interactions with
farmers, landowners and local
stakeholders will be undertaken
through area-based meetings.The
outreach programme will also cover

Low Density Areas; rejuvenation of
the Yamuna and development of
Delhi’s blue-green network; heritage
conservation; mixed-use develop-
ment; development and redevelop-
ment of commercial centres; in-situ
slum redevelopment; and mea-
sures for decongestion and
improved mobility,” it said.

Focused stakeholder interactions
are also proposed on developing
Delhi’s education and medical hubs,
with participation from education-
al institutions, universities, health-
care institutions and other con-
cerned stakeholders.

Police raid two spas in
Kalkaji, rescue 21 women

Government to shift
dangerous prisoners
to jails in other States
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PRAMOD KUMAR SINGH 
n New Delhi

India’s anti-drug agencies
will launch a year-long
national enforcement cam-
paign starting next month.
The Narcotics Control Bureau
(NCB) has told all state and
central agencies fighting drug
crime to carry out 24 special
drives, each lasting two
weeks, until August 2027.

The mission is straightfor-
ward: f ind absconding
offenders, stop the illegal
use of pharmaceutical drugs,
clear prisons of trafficking
networks, and break up the
syndicates harming commu-
nities across India. Officials
said the NCB’s recent
message lays out a detailed
action plan to support daily
enforcement and meet the
goals of the new National
Vision Document for
Narcotics Control 2026-29.

The main goal is still a
“Nasha Mukt Bharat, or drug-
free India. While awareness
programs in schools and col-
leges have been underway
since mid-August, the strict
enforcement phase starts in
September. In the first two
weeks, the focus will be on
finding foreign nationals
involved in drug crimes and
preparing them for deporta-
tion. After that, agencies will
focus on tracking down nar-
cotics offenders who have
escaped justice. 

In October, the focus will
shift again. Teams from the
NCB and state and Union
Territory Anti-Narcotics Task
Forces will visit medical
stores and pharmacies,
working closely with local
drug controllers. They aim to
stop the illegal diversion of
legal pharmaceutical drugs
into the narcotics trade,
which has fueled addiction

and organised crime for
years. 

The campaign wil l
become even more ambi-
tious over time. In the two
subsequent two-week
periods, efforts will include
creating detailed files on
drug-crime fugitives, edu-
cating coastal communities
about the risks of the mar-
itime drug trade, and con-

ducting coordinated checks
at all land, sea, and airport
entry points in the second
half of December.

In the second half of
January 2027, the focus will
be on finding and destroying
illegal drug cultivation sites.
Early February will involve
working with the chemical
industry to stop the misuse
of precursor chemicals, fol-

lowed by joint prison inspec-
tions later in the month to
ensure jails do not become
safe havens for trafficking
networks.

Sources say this ongoing
campaign is not a typical
crackdown. It is a planned,
multi-step effort to improve
coordination between agen-
cies, increase public aware-
ness, and target every part of
the drug trade, from street
dealers to international
leaders.

By spreading these special
operations throughout the
year, authorities hope to
prevent syndicates from
finding gaps to exploit. For
years, drug cartels have
adapted by using pharma-
ceutical supply lines, remote
growing areas, open borders,
and even the privacy of
prisons. The new two-week
schedule is designed to
prevent them from adapting

so easily. Every two weeks, a
new focus will put traffickers
on the defensive, while law
enforcement agencies
improve their intelligence,
coordination, and progress.
The stakes are high. 

Each seized shipment and
every arrest represents a
community hurt by addiction,
broken families,  and 
lost futures. 

By combining strict
enforcement with ongoing
student awareness programs,
the campaign aims to dis-
mantle drug networks and
reduce the demand that sus-
tains them. hunt is about to
intensify, and it will not pause
for a full year. 

“Syndicates that once 
operated with relative
impunity now face a contin-
uous, nationwide gauntlet
designed to leave them
nowhere to hide”, sources
added.

PRAMOD KUMAR SINGH 
n New Delhi

Fifteen months after Indian
precision strikes destroyed its
nerve centre, Jaish-e-
Mohammed (JeM) has fully
rebuilt its Markaz Subhan
Allah headquarters in
Bahawalpur, Pakistan. Fresh
marble gleams where impact
craters once scarred the
central hall. Domes that col-
lapsed under Indian missiles
stand rebuilt. Walls carry
new plaster and paint.

The sites targeted by the
Indian Armed Forces during
Operation Sindoor on May 7,
2025, have been thoroughly
restored. Private images cir-
culating among security offi-
cials show the large complex
along the N-5 National
Highway looking nearly new
again. The main hall’s deep
holes have been filled, and
debris has been cleared from
nearby buildings, such as
Madrasa Al-Sabir and former
homes for Jaish comman-
ders. New buildings are
already going up on the
cleared land. This was far
from a routine repair.

Intelligence reports say
the Pakistani establishment
paid about 25 crore Pakistani
rupees to JeM for the restora-
tion, with around 11 crore
spent just on rebuilding the
central hall. These payments
were made after the strikes
that followed the Pahalgam
massacre on April 22, 2025,
where 26 people, mostly
tourists, were killed. In
response, India carried out
targeted attacks on nine
terror camps linked to Jaish-
e-Mohammed (JeM), Lashkar-
e-Tayyiba (LeT), and Hizbul
Mujahideen in Pakistan and
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir.

One of the main targets
was Bahawalpur’s Markaz
Subhan Allah, which has long
been the operational and
ideological centre for Masood
Azhar’s group. 

For years, this facility was
used to recruit and indoctri-
nate members and to plan
attacks against India. It
included a mosque, a
madrassa, a gym, a swim-
ming pool, and living quar-
ters for the Azhar family and
senior commanders. After
the strikes, Masood Azhar

confirmed that ten of his
family members and close
aides were killed.

Satellite images taken soon
after the event showed 
collapsed domes. For a while,
the site looked abandoned.
These images and reports
showed collapsed domes,
large holes, and piles 
of debris.

Google Maps marked the
site as permanently closed,
but this did not last. Central
security agencies say
fundraising appeals spread
through Jaish-linked net-
works, and heavy machinery
soon arrived. 

By early 2026, satellite
images showed construction

vehicles and workers repair-
ing the damaged domes. All
physical evidence of Indian
military action was removed.
The message is clear:
Pakistan’s security establish-
ment has chosen to support
the revival of a designated
terrorist organisation instead
of dismantling it.

Jaish-e-Mohammed is still
listed as a terrorist group by
the United Nations, the
United States, and India for
attacks like the 2001
Parliament attack and the
2019 Pulwama bombing.
Even so, its headquarters in
central Punjab province has
been rebuilt and funded.

Security analysts say this

pattern is well known.
After every major Indian

anti-terror operation, the
infrastructure is rebuilt with
official protection.
Bahawalpur is just 100 kilo-
metres from the internation-
al border and near a major
Pakistani military corps head-
quarters. This location is no
accident. It shows that
groups like Jaish are seen as
strategic assets rather than
liabilities.

The rebuilt Markaz Subhan
Allah is more than just a
building. It shows that cross-
border terrorism is still active.
Recruitment can start again,
young members can be
indoctrinated, and planning
cells can meet under the
new roofs.

Fifteen months is a short
time in the cycle of terrorism.
The domes have been rebuilt,
the marble is new, and the
threat has returned in full. For
India, this highlights a harsh
reality: military action can
destroy infrastructure, but
without ongoing pressure
on the state that shelters it,
the same infrastructure
quickly returns.

15 months on, JeM rebuilds Bahawalpur HQ flattened in Operation Sindoor

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
n New Delhi

The Vishva Hindu Parishad
(VHP) on Sunday criticised
Rahul Gandhi for  his
“Manusmriti  mindset”
remark and his call to girl stu-
dents to “smash patriarchy”,
asking if the Congress leader
will  muster the same
courage to publicly quote
what is said about women in
other religions.

Interacting with girl stu-
dents at his ‘Chhatron Ki
Goonj’ outreach programme
in Pune on Saturday, Gandhi
quoted a verse from the
Manusmriti  that says a
woman must obey her father
in her childhood, in youth
she belongs to her husband,
and when he is dead, she
belongs to her sons.

Gandhi said women
belong to themselves and
not to their  fathers,  
husbands or sons,  and
termed Manusmriti’s pre-
scription that a woman
should remain under the
authority of her male rela-
tives at every stage of her life
“shameful”.

Reacting to the remarks,
VHP national spokesperson
Vinod Bansal said in a post on
social media, “Rahul Gandhi
ji, it is very easy for you to
pick a single shloka from
the Manusmriti without
understanding it and put 
the Hindu society in the
dock... Do not poison the
pure minds of the country’s
youth with your impure
mindset.”

VHP slams Rahul
over Manusmriti
mindset remark,
dares to quote
other religions

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
n New Delhi

BJP general secretary Smriti
Irani on Sunday asked
Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi to validate his words
on supporting women by
backing the implementation
of 33 per cent reservation for
them in legislatures and also
organising the singing of a
full  version of Vande
Mataram that includes invo-
cation of Goddess Durga at
his party office.

Interacting with girl stu-
dents at his ‘Chhatron Ki
Goonj’ outreach programme
in Pune on Saturday, Gandhi
urged girl  students to
“smash patriarchy” and
lashed out at “Manusmriti
mindset”, claiming that it
forces a woman to remain
under the authority of male
relatives at every stage of her

life. The former Congress
president also said violence
is used in society to prevent
women from progressing
and that 80 per cent of them
face harassment.

“Since he has invoked reli-
gion, I have a request to
that prominent leader of
the Congress. The verses of
Vande Mataram, some of
which were halted at the
Congress headquarters,
contain a reference to
Goddess Durga,” Irani, the

newly-appointed BJP nation-
al general secretary, told
reporters here.

She was referring to the
row over the Congress’ deci-
s ion to s ing only  two
stanzas of  the ‘Vande
Mataram’ at their party pro-
grammes, which the BJP
has decried as an “insult” to
the national song. 

Hitting back at Gandhi,
Irani said, “Our religious
ethos of Hindus not only
upholds the tenet of ‘Yatra

naryastu pujyante ramante
tatra devatah (where
women are honoured, divin-
ity resides)’, but we also
worship Goddesses like
Bhagwati, Lakshmi and
Saraswati.”

“We worship Goddess
Durga as the embodiment
of ‘Shakti’ (divine power).  I
urge that the full rendition
of Vande Mataram, includ-
ing the verses invoking
Goddess Durga, be per-
formed at the Congress
headquarters,” she said.

Gandhi can put his words
spoken yesterday in support
of women and their leader-
ship into action by backing
the “immediate implemen-
tation” of reservation for
women and organising the
rendition of the full version
of Vande Mataram at the
Congress headquarters,
Irani said.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n Ahmedabad

The Indian Navy has
strengthened its coastal
and anti -submarine
warfare capabilities with
the induction of Mangrol,
an Anti-Submarine Warfare
Shallow Water Craft (ASW-
SWC)  bui l t  by  Cochin
Shipyard Limited (CSL).

INS Mangrol is the third
vessel in the ASW-SWC series
and has been constructed
with more than 80 per cent
indigenous content, under-
scoring India’s growing
capabilities in designing and
manufacturing defence plat-
forms domestically.

The vessel has been
designed primarily for
detecting and countering
enemy submarines in
shallow and coastal waters.
Its shallow-water opera-
tional capability is support-
ed by a water-jet propulsion
system, enabling greater

manoeuvrability in areas
where conventional larger
warships may face opera-
tional limitations.

The warship is equipped
with modern sonar systems
for underwater surveillance,
along with advanced radar
and weapons systems. Its
armament includes torpe-
does and rocket launchers,
providing it with the capabil-
ity to respond rapidly to
underwater threats. The
vessel can also undertake
mine-warfare operations,

including measures aimed at
dealing with maritime mines.

The induction has a
special significance for
Gujarat as the warship has
been named after Mangrol,
the historic coastal town
and port in Junagadh district.

The Navy had earlier oper-
ated a minesweeper named
INS Mangrol, which served
the country until 2004. The
commissioning of the new
vessel with the same name
revives that naval legacy
and links the latest addition
to the Navy with Gujarat’s
maritime heritage.

The induction of INS
Mangrol also reflects the gov-
ernment’s emphasis on
Aatmanirbhar Bharat in the
defence sector. With a high
level of indigenous content,
the vessel represents efforts
to reduce dependence on
imported defence equipment
while enhancing India’s
capacity to build sophisticat-
ed naval platforms.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
n New Delhi

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has stressed creating
an aura around the private
sector in space research so
that people worldwide feel
that if they want to make a
career, they should go to
India. The prime minister
also greeted everyone on
the occasion of National
Space Day on Sunday.

“Happy National Space
Day,” he said. Modi also
posted a video showing dif-
ferent aspects of India’s
space research, innovations
and success.

“Here’s to dreaming even
bigger, innovating more
and pushing newer fron-
tiers...,” he said. National
Space Day is celebrated to
commemorate  t h e
Chandrayaan-3 mission that
accomplished a safe and
soft landing of the Vikram
Lander on the lunar surface
on August 23, 2023. 

In an interaction with

CEOs and founders of 20
space startups on Friday,
Modi also highlighted India’s
cost-competitiveness in
launching space ventures.

He emphasised that the
country’s vast talent pool
and high risk-taking capaci-
ty would allow India to
rapidly establish a dominant
position in the global space
sector, according to the tran-
script of the interaction,
which was released on
Sunday.

The prime minister said
the world must now be
looking for Indian startups —

wondering who is leading in
this space.

Because whenever a
breakthrough happens,
people’s attention shifts
immediately, he said.

One of the CEOs told the
prime minister that after
India opened the space
industry for private players,
a very positive trend was
observed and many Indian
citizens living in the US and
Europe now want to return
and work in the country.

In response, Modi said:
“We need to connect with
many people — people who

went abroad are now return-
ing. I believe we should
create an aura where people
worldwide feel that if they
want to make a career, they
should go to India.”

He said such people from
across the globe should feel
that they should connect
with a startup in India,
connect with a space agency
in India. “I firmly believe
that because of you, we can
attract the entire talent pool
like a magnet, and that can
become a massive strength
for us,” Modi said.

The prime minister appre-
ciated the CEOs of space
startups who showed
courage by entering a new
sector, and said the biggest
factor was that they trusted
the government’s word.

“My view has always been
that whatever decision we
make, we must remain con-
sistent and avoid making
frequent changes. This
ensures that anyone willing
to take a risk feels confident
that while a mistake on their

end might cause issues, no
one will abandon them.
Creating that trust was our
effort,” he said.

Modi also said that India is
highly competitive in terms
of cost and there is no ques-
tion about talent.

“We are very competitive
on cost; there is no question
at all about talent, and our
people naturally have a
higher risk-taking capacity
anyway. Because of these,
we can establish our place
very rapidly,” he said.

The CEOs said India’s first
space-tech unicorn, Skyroot
Aerospace, successfully
launched India’s first private
rocket into orbit, and that
was just the beginning.

By mid-2027, they are
aiming for one launch per
month, the CEOs said.

They thanked the prime
minister for opening up the
space sector for private
players, saying so far, facto-
ries have been built with a
capacity of one rocket per
month.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
n New Delhi

The Central Institute of
Orthopaedics (CIO) at VMMC
and Safdarjung Hospital has
performed its first robot-
assisted total knee replace-
ment, marking the introduc-
tion of advanced robotic
orthopaedic surgery at the
central government hospital.

The procedure was per-
formed on August 22 on a 75-
year-old economically dis-
advantaged male beneficia-
ry and was carried out com-
pletely free of cost under
the Ayushman Bharat
scheme, the hospital said in
a statement. The initiative
has been undertaken with
the leadership, support and
encouragement of Dr Kavita
Sharma, Director, VMMC and
Safdarjung Hospital.

The procedure was per-
formed under the clinical
guidance of Dr Sumit Sural,
Director, Central Institute of

Orthopaedics (CIO), with the
surgical team led by Dr
Bhagwati Prasad Sharma,
Consultant Professor and
Head of Unit. 

The hospital said the intro-
duction of robotic-assisted
surgery would strengthen
its capacity to provide tech-
nology-enabled orthopaedic
care within the public
healthcare system.

The newly introduced
robotic platform is upgrad-
able and can support a range
of procedures, including total

knee replacement, partial
knee replacement and hip
joint replacement.

With future technological
and software upgrades, the
platform may also support
robot-assisted spine surgery,
further expanding the scope
of advanced surgical  
services at the institute.

Robot-assisted surgery
enables precise pre-operative
planning and accurate surgi-
cal execution, particularly in
implant positioning and align-
ment, the hospital said.

Back women’s quota, sing full Vande Mataram
at Congress office: Smriti Irani to Rahul Gandhi

Safdarjung Hospital performs 1st free robot-assisted
knee replacement under Ayushman Bharat

Create global aura for private space sector so talent comes to India: PM

Folk traditions from across the country will find a place
alongside Kerala's rich cultural heritage as 160 folk artists
from 10 states arrive in the state capital to be part of this
year's Onam-Tourism Week celebrations.

Artists from Jammu and Kashmir, Punjab, Haryana, Uttar
Pradesh, Rajasthan, Gujarat, Maharashtra, West Bengal,
Telangana and Tamil Nadu will present their traditional art
forms at various venues across Kerala during the week-long
celebrations from August 24 to 30.

The artists will perform in different districts in two regions,
offering visitors an opportunity to experience folk traditions
from different parts of the country during the festive season,
according to an official release here. The artists will also come
together for the grand Onam procession on August 30. The
procession will begin from Manaveeyam Veedhi at 5 pm and
conclude at East Fort. (PTI)

Nation Focus

160 FOLK ARTISTS FROM 10 STATES
FOR KERALA ONAM CELEBRATIONS

The Indian Navy’s sail training ship, INS Sudarshini,
arrived at Lisbon, Portugal, on Saturday, as part of its
ongoing Lokayan 26 transoceanic expedition. The three-
masted barque made a grand entry through the Tagus
River, showcasing traditional sailing and seamanship
skills, the defence ministry said here on Sunday.

Giving details, it said during the port call, the ship’s
crew and trainees will participate in professional
exchanges, cross-deck visits, and cultural engagements
with Portuguese naval leadership, local authorities, and
the Indian diaspora.

The visit to Lisbon marks the ship’s 15th port visit in
seven months of voyage, reaffirming India’s enduring
maritime connect and spirit of goodwill across the globe.
As part of Lokayan 26, INS Sudarshini continues to carry
the message of friendship, cooperation and camaraderie,
strengthening bonds with partner nations. (PNS)

INS SUDARSHINI REACHES LISBON ON
15TH STOP OF LOKAYAN-26 VOYAGE

NCB plans year-long drive to bust drug networks

Indian Navy inducts INS Mangrol
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a Parliament return?
Speculation over the Government’s next move
on the delimitation-linked women’s reservation
Bill has refused to die down after Tamil Nadu
Chief Minister C Joseph Vijay raised the issue at
the August 21 Southern Zonal Council meeting
in Mahabalipuram, which was chaired by Shah.
“I urge the Union Government to provide a clear
legislative assurance that no State will suffer a
reduction in its percentage of representation in
Parliament on account of its success in popula-
tion stabilisation,” Vijay had said.

His remarks indicated a shift from the categor-
ical opposition to delimitation through the res-
olution he moved in the Tamil Nadu Assembly
on August 12. However, Karnataka Chief Minister
DK Shivakumar, who also attended the
Mahabalipuram meeting, demanded that the
Government retain the existing number of Lok
Sabha seats -- 543 -- for the next 25 years.

Adani-Shivakumar meet
sparks BJP ire
Isn’t this a double standard,” Ashoka, Leader of
the Opposition in the Karnataka Assembly,
said. He said the Karnataka government had “laid
out a red carpet” for Adani.

Askoka urged Shivakumar to tell Rahul Gandhi
that Adani was a businessman and was only
doing business.

He also took a swipe at Rahul Gandhi, Leader
of the Opposition in the Lok Sabha, over his envi-
ronmental activism, asking him to come to
Bengaluru and hug a tree at Lalbagh or Sankey
Tank, which will be affected by the proposed
Tunnel Road. The BJP has been opposing Tunnel
Road, especially party MP Tejasvi Surya, who has
even approached the Karnataka High Court on
this issue. 

Arunachal Pradesh’s
raging rivers become...
He referred to a conversation with Rijiju again
while speaking in the Lok Sabha during the
Budget session in February. Rahul Gandhi said
Rijiju had once asked him how he remained fit
and that he had told the minister about his prac-
tice of jiu-jitsu. Gandhi then used the martial art
to make a political point, describing how a fighter
establishes a “grip”, moves to a “choke” and
eventually forces the opponent to “tap”.

The exchange continued in June after Rijiju

wished Rahul Gandhi on his 56th birthday.
“Thank you for the warm wishes, Kiren Rijiju Ji.
When are we doing our jiu-jitsu session?”
Gandhi had responded. 

Nabin holds key meet to
map BJP’s poll strategy
During the meeting on Sunday, Nabin also
reviewed the status of various programmes cur-
rently being conducted by the party and dis-
cussed measures to ensure their effective imple-
mentation and wider outreach. .The discussions
were part of the BJP’s broader organisational
strategy to strengthen its grassroots presence,
expand membership base and intensify public
outreach ahead of Assembly elections in Uttar
Pradesh, Punjab, Uttarakhand, Goa and Manipur
in early 2027.

This comes a day after Nabin held his first
meeting with all newly appointed national
office bearers of the party. 

After the day-long meeting concluded on
Saturday, Prime Minister Narendra Modi also
visited the BJP headquarters and interacted with
all 67 newly-appointed national office bearers
of the party. The prime minister’s meeting
lasted for more than five hours.

NSA Doval heads to
Beijing for border talks
There has been no official confirmation of Xi’s
visit so far. However, officials on both sides are
optimistic about his participation. If the visit goes
ahead, it could provide an opportunity for Xi and
Prime Minister Narendra Modi to meet on the
sidelines of the summit and discuss measures
to further stabilise and strengthen bilateral ties.

The two leaders last met in August last year
on the sidelines of the Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation summit in Tianjin.

Ahead of the Doval-Wang meeting, External
Affairs Minister S Jaishankar on Saturday stressed
that peace and tranquillity along the border areas
remain a prerequisite for improving relations
between India and China.

His remarks came amid reports of increased
Chinese military activity and aggressive postur-
ing in Arunachal Pradesh’s Upper Subansiri
region in recent weeks.

“We went through a particularly bad patch
between the summer of 2020 and the autumn
of 2024, and that was primarily an outcome of
the situation in the border areas,” Jaishankar said
at the Economic Times World Leaders Forum in

New Delhi. 
“At the end of the day, peace and tranquillity

in the border areas is a prerequisite for good rela-
tions, and the state of the border, to a very large
measure, naturally would determine the state
of the relations,” he said.

China has maintained that the situation along
the border is currently stable. Chinese Foreign
Ministry spokesperson Guo Jiakun said on
August 12 that the China-India border situation
was “generally stable at the moment”.

Guo also said that the two countries had held
the 36th meeting of the Working Mechanism for
Consultation and Coordination on China-India
Border Affairs. 

According to him, both sides agreed to main-
tain communication through diplomatic and mil-
itary channels and jointly safeguard peace and
tranquillity in the border areas.

India, meanwhile, has repeatedly underlined
the importance of maintaining peace along the
Line of Actual Control (LAC).

External Affairs Ministry spokesperson Randhir
Jaiswal said on August 11 that India regards
matters concerning the border areas with China
as “most serious” and that maintaining peace
and tranquillity along the LAC is of “utmost
importance”. He also asserted that the situation
along the frontier would determine the overall
trajectory of India-China relations.

The latest round of tensions comes against the
backdrop of continuing differences over
Arunachal Pradesh. 

New Delhi has rejected China’s objections to
India’s decision to formally identify 27 places and
geographical features in the state by their stan-
dard names.

India has repeatedly maintained that
Arunachal Pradesh is an “inalienable and inte-
gral” part of the country and that such naming
exercises by China cannot alter that reality.

China claims Arunachal Pradesh as part of
what it calls South Tibet and has, since 2017, peri-
odically issued its own names for locations in the
Indian state. New Delhi has dismissed the
Chinese move as “vain and preposterous”,
maintaining that such actions cannot change the
fact that Arunachal Pradesh “was, is, and will”
remain an integral part of India.

Against this backdrop, the Doval-Wang talks
are expected to focus on maintaining stability
along the LAC and sustaining the broader dia-
logue on the boundary issue, while the two coun-
tries seek to consolidate a gradual improvement
in bilateral ties following the tensions that
erupted after the 2020 border crisis.

Gujarati man shot dead
in US store
Before escaping, the suspect fired several shots
inside the premises, striking Patel, who was pro-
nounced dead at the scene.

Police said the suspect was a Black male
wearing a grey hoodie, jeans and black work-
style boots. His face was concealed by a paint-
ball-style mask. He reportedly fled in a white
sedan. The shooting also injured a 70-year-old
employee, who fell during the incident and suf-
fered a fractured wrist. Patel’s daughter, who was
reportedly next to her father when the shooting
occurred, was not injured.

Patel was originally from Akhaj village in Kadi
taluka of Mehsana district, Gujarat. Local reports
said his family had taken over the store only days
before the shooting.

Police have launched an investigation and
appealed to the public for information that could
help identify the suspect and locate the vehicle
used in the getaway. The killing has renewed con-
cerns over the safety of Indian-origin conve-
nience-store and business owners in the United
States, particularly those working late hours and
operating establishments that can become
targets for armed robberies.

Patel’s death is also the latest in a series of fatal
attacks involving people of Gujarat origin in the
US. In May 2025, 30-year-old Paresh alias Prince
Patel was reportedly shot dead during a robbery
at a Tennessee gas station. In another recent inci-
dent, Gujarati woman Meghna Patel was shot
dead inside her store in Norfolk, Virginia. In
September 2025, Kiran Patel, originally from the
Charotar region of Gujarat, was shot in a parking
lot after confronting an armed robber.

Authorities are continuing to investigate the
circumstances surrounding Patel’s death, includ-
ing the suspect’s identity and motive.

Goldy Brar allegedly
claims Nijjar killing...
Brar says the killing was both revenge and a way
to remove a rival who mixed separatism with
drugs. Some reports mention personal reasons.
Brar believes people connected to Nijjar were
involved in the murder of his brother, Gurlal, and
that some of them lived in properties linked to
Nijjar. India has called Nijjar a terrorist and linked
him to the Khalistan Tiger Force. He was shot and
murdered in the parking lot of the Guru Nanak
Sikh Gurdwara on June 18-19, 2023.

Reacting to the murder, the then-Prime
Minister Justin Trudeau accused Indian agents,

leading to expulsions, suspended trade talks, and
strong statements from both countries. New
Delhi called the accusations absurd and said the
death was due to ongoing gang rivalries among
the diaspora, challenging earlier claims. 

Brar has been involved in gangs in both Punjab
and North America. 

US indictments released earlier this year
named him and Bishnoi as those who ordered
the Surrey killing as part of a larger organised
crime network across Canada, the United States,
and other countries.

Neither the Canadian nor Indian govern-
ment has released a statement yet. Alleged con-
fession supports what investigations have been
finding: Nijjar’s murder was not just a political
act, but part of a gangwar. 

Delhi minor missing after
drain fall
According to the Delhi Fire Service, information
about the incident was received at 11.54 am on
Saturday, following which two fire tenders were
dispatched to the spot and a search operation
was launched. 

Mithun's aunt, Kusum, questioned the initial
response to the incident, alleging delays in the
rescue effort. "If the police had put efforts to
rescue him then, then he could have been saved.
The police came to the accident scene twice
since 11 am yesterday but couldn't rescue him,"
she said. The family originally hails from Badaun
in Uttar Pradesh and had moved to Delhi in
search of work. Mithun is the youngest of four
siblings, with one sister and two brothers. 

The NDRF resumed its search operation on
Sunday, combing through the drain and adjoin-
ing stretches in an effort to locate the teenag-
er. However, no trace of Mithun has been
found so far, and his body has not been recov-
ered as of the latest update.

Officials said the search operation would con-
tinue until the boy is located, with teams
working through the drain's flow and adjoining
areas in coordination with district authorities.
The open nature of the drain, combined with the
continuous water flow, has made the recovery
effort particularly challenging for rescue person-
nel involved in the search.

As the search entered its second day, family
members remained at the site, anxiously await-
ing updates from the rescue teams. Authorities
have not provided a timeline for when the
search operation might conclude, given the
ongoing challenges posed by the water flow in
the drain.
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PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n Bengaluru/New Delhi

T h e  E n f o r c e m e n t
Directorate (ED) on Sunday
raided the premises of IAS
officer Gyanendra Kumar
Gangwar in Bengaluru and
Bareilly in connection with
a money laundering inves-
tigation linked to alleged
irregularities in an exam
c o n d u c t e d  b y  t h e
Karnataka Public Service
Commission (KPSC), offi-
cials said.

Gangwar is a 2016-batch
IAS officer and is currently
posted as Director-MSME in
the Karnataka Department
of  Industr ies  and
Commerce.  He ear l ier
served as the Controller of
Examinations at the KPSC
and was replaced in March
this year.

Officials said Gangwar’s
premises in Bengaluru’s
Jayamahal area and UP’s
Bareil ly were searched
under the Prevention of
Money Laundering Act
(PMLA). It was not immedi-
ately known if the officer
was found on the premises
by the central agency. A
controversy erupted on
Saturday after Gangwar was
reported missing for a few
hours. Later, Karnataka
Home Minister  Priyank

Kharge denied the reports
and clarified that Gangwar
was in his native place in UP
following a family emer-
gency involving his father’s
health.

The probe is linked to a
money laundering investiga-
t ion int o  a  V e t e r inary
Officers recruitment exam
‘scam’. It is alleged by the ED
that some middlemen called
the candidates, including
t h e  comp lainant ,  and
demanded bribes ranging
from Rs 70 lakh to Rs 80 lakh

(per candidate) for selec-
tion.

Additionally, the agency is
looking into allegations of
paper leak, OMR answer
sheet tampering and facili-
tation in final selection of
relatives of KPSC officials, ED
officials had said. Last week,
the Karnataka Cabinet
decided to recommend to
Governor Thaawarchand
Gehlot the suspension of
KPSC Chairman
Shivashankarappa S
Sahukar.

ED raids IAS officer in Karnataka
exam money laundering case

IAS officer Gyanendra Kumar, who earlier served as the
Controller of Examinations at the KPSC PIONEER PHOTO

Swollen Ganga river is seen after monsoon rains, in Patna, Bihar 
on Sunday PTI

IN FOCUS

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n Srinagar

Two inmates booked in separate
cases under the Protection of
Children from Sexual Offences
(POCSO) Act escaped from the Central
Jail here on Sunday after scaling the
front-side wall of the high-security
prison, officials said.

The escaped inmates have been
identified as Farman Khan, a resident
of Sadanpora, Rajasthan, and
Mukhtar Ahmed Gujar, a resident of
Sanglan Chittergul in south Kashmir’s
Anantnag district, the officials said. 

A massive manhunt was launched
to trace and apprehend the escaped
inmates, they said, adding that
further details regarding the cir-

cumstances of their escape from the
jail were awaited. 

The jail is guarded by personnel of
the Central Industrial Security Force

(CISF), who were deployed to provide
armed cover to the facility in October
2023 along with the Central Jail in
Jammu. The force is responsible for

securing both the inner and outer
perimeters of these sensitive facilities
through a combination of trained
manpower, modern surveillance
systems and access control measures.

According to the officials, Khan
was lodged in the Srinagar jail on
June 23 in connection with an FIR reg-
istered against him at Lar police
station in Jammu and Kashmir’s
Ganderbal district under various
sections of the BNS and sections 3
and 4 (penetrative sexual assault) of
the POCSO Act.

Similarly, Gujar was lodged in jail
on April 13 in connection with a sep-
arate FIR registered at Srinagar’s
Soura police station under various sec-
tions of the BNS and sections 3 and 4
of the POCSO Act, they said. 

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n Chandigarh

Punjab Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann’s wife,
Gurpreet Kaur, rejected
charges that she sought `5
crore to suppress a rape
case,  challenging her
accusers to either prove
them or face legal action.

Speaking to reporters on
the sidelines of a Teej func-
tion in Patiala on Sunday,
Gurpreet Kaur termed them
baseless and said she was
not scared of such accusa-
tions and was prepared to
face them.

“I think it is easy to level
baseless allegations. I am
fully prepared to face these
baseless allegations. I was not
scared earlier nor am I now.
I challenge them (those who
are levelling such charges)
that either they prove what
they are claiming or be pre-
pared to face legal action,”
she said in her first public
response to the allegations. 

The development follows
a notice issued by the
National Human Rights
Commission (NHRC) to the
Punjab government and its
police chief over a com-
plaint alleging that Mann’s

wife demanded `5 crore to
suppress a rape case.

Subsequently, Gurpreet
Kaur, according to AAP MLA
Amandeep Kaur, on Saturday

sent a legal notice to a
former Punjab and Haryana
High Court judge in connec-
tion with the allegations.

The notice sought an

apology within 24 hours for
the allegations, failing which
it stated that legal proceed-
ings would be initiated and
the matter would be taken to
court.

As the allegations sur-
faced, opposition parties -
Congress, SAD and BJP - tar-
geted the chief minister and
demanded that Mann come
clear on the issue.

Amandeep Kaur on
Saturday had defended her
party and the CM’s wife over
what she claimed were
“baseless allegations” being
levelled against Gurpreet
Kaur. 

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n Varanasi (UP)

Yamanashi Governor Kotaro
Nagasaki on Sunday said
ties between Japan’s
Yamanashi Prefecture and
Uttar Pradesh would be
strengthened further, with
cooperation in green hydro-
gen, energy security and
other sectors aimed at pro-
moting development and
contributing to world peace.

“We wish to advance
cooperation in several
important sectors together
with Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath. One of these
important initiatives is to
promote the development of
Uttar Pradesh and
Yamanashi Prefecture
through a green hydrogen
system. Along with this, our
desire is also to contribute to

the establishment of world
peace through energy secu-
rity,” Nagasaki said.

The governor was interact-
ing with the media on
Sunday after offering prayers
at Baba Vishwanath along
with the Japanese delega-
tion, the Uttar Pradesh gov-

ernment said in a statement.
“By coming here, one can

clearly feel the devotion and
respect that all of you have
towards God. I too have
prayed here for world
peace,” he said.

Under Nagasaki’s leader-
ship, about 15 prominent

members of the Japanese
delegation visited Shri Kashi
Vishwanath Dham, offered
prayers to Baba Vishwanath,
and sought blessings.

Devotees welcomed the
Japanese guests with chants
of “Har Har Mahadev” upon
their arrival at the temple,
and members of the delega-
tion joined in the chanting,
showcasing the warmth of
India-Japan cultural rela-
tions on the temple grounds.

On Saturday, the Japanese
guests experienced the spir-
itual essence of the grand
Baba Vishwanath Dham and
visited Sarnath, where Lord
Buddha delivered his teach-
ings. Later that evening,
they participated in the
Ganga Aarti at Namo Ghat,
immersing themselves 
in Kashi’s spiritual and 
cultural heritage.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n Hyderabad

The Enforcement
Directorate on Sunday
arrested former Andhra
Pradesh minister Karumuri
Nageswara Rao in a money
laundering case linked to
alleged irregularities in
transport of liquor during
the previous YSRCP
Government, officials said.

Rao was taken into
custody under the
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA), they
said.

In June, the central probe
agency had arrested his son
Karumuri Sunil Kumar in
this case after the premises
of the father-son duo were
raided.

Rao has served as the

civil supplies minister in
the previous YS Jagan
Mohan Reddy Government.

The probe pertains to an
allegation that the accused
persons caused wrongful
loss to the tune of Rs 195.33
crore to the Government
exchequer through financial
irregularities in the trans-
port of liquor in the State. 

A case was registered by
the ED under the PMLA in May
to probe these charges.

UP-Japan ties to deepen through
green hydrogen, energy security

ED arrests ex-Andhra
minister Nageswara in
liquor transport scam

Punjab CM’s wife rejects `5 crore charge, warns legal action

2 inmates arrested under POCSO escape from Srinagar jail

Yamanashi Governor Kotaro Nagasaki with UP CM Yogi Adityanath 
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Jadawat’s direct attack on Akya - Said: He has been MLA 
three times, but could not give Chittorgarh a new identity
Former MLA also admitted shortcomings of the previous Congress board, said- I am still facing the consequences 
of some decisions; raised questions over hospitals, schools, water, gravel and poor maintenance of old projects

n FAIR REPORT 
CHITTORGARH

Political statements have 
intensified in Chittorgarh 
ahead of  the Municipal 
elections. Senior Congress 
leader and former MLA 
Surendra Singh Jadawat, 
on one hand, accepted 
some shortcomings during 
the previous Congress Mu-
nicipal Council board, 
while on the other hand, 
strongly attacked inde-
pendent MLA Chandrab-
han Singh Akya. Jadawat 
questioned Akya’s around 
two-and-a-half  to three 
years of  tenure, called him 
visionless and said that no 
major project has come for-
ward which can be counted 
as his personal achieve-
ment.

When asked about the 
work of  the previous Mu-
nicipal Council board, Jad-
awat admitted that there 
were some shortcomings in 
some decisions at that 
time. He said that he him-
self  had to face the conse-
quences of  some wrong 

decisions and their impact 
is still being felt. He did not 
name any person, but ac-
cepted that some decisions 
at that time could have 
been better. Politically, this 
statement is important be-
cause the previous Munici-
pal Council board was of  
Congress and Sandeep 
Sharma was the Chairman 
at that time. Jadawat was 
also one of  the senior Con-
gress leaders during the 
entire term.

After this, Jadawat 
questioned the work of  
current MLA Chandrab-
han Singh Akya. He said 
that the identity of  any 
public representative is 
based on his vision, but 
such a vision is not visible 
in the current leadership. 
Jadawat mentioned the 
projects completed during 
his tenure and said that 
Gambhiri, Berach and 
Hajareswar bridges, swim-
ming pool, Shaheed 
Smarak, Rajiv Gandhi 
Park, Indira Gandhi Audi-
torium and Indira Gandhi 

Stadium were built during 
his time.

Jadawat said that the 
current MLA cannot name 
any major work during his 
tenure which can be con-
nected with giving Chittor-
garh a new identity. He also 
raised questions over the 
shortage of  doctors in hos-
pitals, non-availability of  a 
radiologist, vacant posts of  
principals and teachers in 
schools and the drinking 
water system.

He said that the pro-
jects prepared during his 
tenure are not being prop-
erly maintained today. Giv-
ing the example of  Indira 
Gandhi Auditorium, he 
said that the ACs and other 
facilities installed there 
are gradually becoming 
damaged. Regarding Paroli 
Gaushala, he said that it 
was developed by spending 
crores of  rupees with the 
cooperation of  the Munici-
pal Council and private in-

dustries, but now the fans 
are damaged, the wire 
mesh is broken and the 
sheds for storing fodder are 
also in poor condition. He 
also raised questions over 
the condition of  high-mast 
lights and other public fa-
cilities.

Jadawat said that de-
velopment is not only 
about building roads. Work 
is also needed on basic 
needs like education, 
health and employment. 

He claimed that during his 
tenure, approvals were ob-
tained for needs such as a 
Law College, agricultural 
education and a govern-
ment ITI. He said that poor 
families cannot afford the 
high fees of  private institu-
tions, so expansion of  gov-
ernment educational insti-
tutions is necessary.

Raising the issue of  ris-
ing gravel prices, Jadawat 
said that if  it is not con-
trolled in time, the gravel 
mafia may become strong 
again. He also questioned 
the government over law 
and order and rising infla-
tion. Referring to the re-
cent statement of  former 
minister Narpat Singh Ra-
jvi, Jadawat said that his 
old vision cannot be de-
nied, but such thinking is 
not visible in the current 
leadership.

Regarding the Munici-
pal elections, Jadawat said 
that Congress is complete-
ly united. He said that the 
party will contest the elec-
tions together. Local work-

ers and the opinion of  the 
public will be given impor-
tance in ticket distribution 
and everyone will accept 
the decision of  the organi-
zation. Calling Ashok Ge-
hlot the banyan tree of  
Congress, he said that he 
has the full trust of  the 
party leadership and his 
complete focus will be on 
strengthening the organi-
zation and improving Con-
gress’s performance in the 
elections.

Senior leader Prem 
Prakash Mundra, city 
president Anil Soni, rural 
president Vikram Jat, 
state secretary Ranjit Lot, 
former chairperson Geeta 
Devi Yogi, former chair-
person Rameshnath Yogi, 
former deputy chairper-
son Kailash Panwar, for-
mer Pradhan Pushpa Jat, 
former Pradhan Rajesh-
wari Devi Meena, Assem-
bly election in-charge Na-
gendra Singh Rathore, 
district general secretary 
Dharmendra Mundra, for-
mer organization general 

secretary Mahendra Shar-
ma, former district vice 
president Govind Shar-
ma, former district gen-
eral secretary Pramod 
Singh Tanwar, city organ-
ization general secretary 
Mahesh Kakani, Rajiv 
Gandhi state vice presi-
dent Azad Paliwal, Man-
dal president Mohan Sin-
gh Bhati, Dinesh Soni, 
Kalulal Jat, Mahavir Sin-
gh Delwas, Rajdeep Singh 
Ranawat, spokesperson 
Navratan Jingar, women 
president Renu Kanwar 
Rathore, Meenakshi Jain, 
Environment Cell district 
president Kamal Gurjar, 
OBC Cell district presi-
dent Gehrugiri Goswami, 
SC Department district 
president Rakesh Gharu, 
district vice president 
Gaurilal Gurjar, women 
district vice president 
Gaurilal Gurjar, district 
secretary Dinesh Bhoi 
and Rabbani Khan were 
present at the program 
along with several other 
Congress leaders.

Congress Ticket Formula: Local Faces to Get Priority in Ward, 
General Category Candidate Likely for Chairman Post
Local workers will get 
priority, ticket 
decision will not 
depend on one leader; 
applications received 
from 16 wards on the 
first day, more 
applications on 
Monday

n FAIR REPORT 
CHITTORGARH

Congress has started the 
process of  ticket distribu-
tion for the Municipal 
Council elections and has 
made its strategy clear. This 
time, the party is giving pri-
ority to local faces at the 
ward level. The party will 
try to give the ticket to a per-
son who belongs to the same 
ward and has been active 
there for a long time. Con-
gress appears cautious 

about giving tickets to out-
side or parachute candi-
dates. On Sunday, a large 
number of  ticket aspirants 
reached the District Con-
gress Office. Applications 
were received from 16 wards 
of  the Heritage and Central 
zones. Around 40 to 50 peo-
ple reached the office, while 
more than 28 leaders sub-
mitted their claims for tick-
ets. Assembly in-charge 
Narendra Singh Gudha 
spoke to the aspirants indi-
vidually and listened to 
their views and claims. Dis-
trict Congress President 

Pramod Sisodia said that 
tickets will not be distrib-
uted according to the choice 
of  any one leader. The party 
will consider the opinion of  
the organization and the po-
sition of  local workers be-
fore taking a decision. The 
priority will be given to 
workers who have been ac-
tive in their wards and have 
a direct connection with the 
people. Congress has also 
given a clear indication 
about the Chairman post. 
As the Chairman seat is 
from the General category, 
the party is likely to give 

priority to a General catego-
ry candidate. Sisodia said 
that candidates will be con-
sidered according to the cat-
egory of  the concerned 
ward. For the Chairman 
post also, the party will try 
to field a General category 
candidate. Assembly in-
charge Narendra Singh 
Gudha said that all inter-
ested candidates are sub-
mitting their applications 
and biodata at the District 
Congress Office. After com-
pleting the process for all 
four zones, the names will be 
sent to the state Congress 
through the District Con-
gress Committee. A panel of  
three names will be pre-
pared for each ward. After 
this, a three-member com-
mittee will discuss the 
names and select the final 
party candidate. As per the 

directions of  the State Con-
gress, different dates have 
been fixed for the four zones 
of  the Chittorgarh Assem-
bly area. On the first day, ap-
plications were taken from 
aspirants from the Heritage 
and Central zones. On Mon-
day, aspirants from the 
Chanderia and South zones 
will submit their applica-
tions at the District Con-
gress Office. The number of  
candidates in the ticket race 
is expected to increase fur-
ther. Congress has started 
this exercise with an aim to 
keep the organization unit-
ed before the elections. Now, 
the focus will be on how 
strongly the party follows its 
formula of  giving priority to 
local faces and taking deci-
sions with the consent of  the 
organization when the final 
tickets are announced.

Parsoli police take 
quick action; accused 
allegedly beat his son 
with a wooden stick, 
did not keep a mobile 
phone, police traced 
him and caught him 
from Kala Ka Jhopda

n FAIR REPORT 
CHITTORGARH
Parsoli police have taken 
quick action in a murder case 
and arrested the main named 
accused within 24 hours of  the 
incident. According to the po-
lice, the accused admitted dur-
ing questioning that he com-
mitted the incident. After the 
arrest, police are now investi-
gating the reason behind the 
incident and other details of  
the case. District Superinten-
dent of  Police Dharmendra 
Singh said that on August 21, 
Anita, wife of  Rajulal Reger, 
resident of  Shambhupura 

(Bichhor), submitted a report 
at Parsoli police station. In the 
report, she stated that on the 
evening of  August 20, between 
around 7 and 8 pm, her hus-
band Rajulal Reger was beat-
en with a wooden stick by his 
father, Jeetmal Reger. Rajulal 
died during the night after the 
incident. After receiving the 
report, police registered a case 
under the murder section and 
started the investigation. Con-
sidering the seriousness of  the 
case, a police team was formed 
under the direction of  Addi-
tional Superintendent of  Po-
lice Rawatbhata Gopal Singh 
Kanawat and close supervi-
sion of  Begun Deputy Super-
intendent of  Police Ankit 
Kudi. The team was led by 
Parsoli Station House Officer 
Ashutosh Singh. The police 
team started searching for the 
named accused. Information 
was collected and possible lo-

cations were checked. Accord-
ing to police, the accused did 
not keep a mobile phone with 
him. Therefore, tracing his 
location was a challenge for 
the police. Despite this, the 
team collected information 
through local sources and 
made special efforts to find 
him. The police team detained 
the accused from the border 
area of  Kala Ka Jhopda. He 
was then brought to the police 
station and questioned. Ac-
cording to police, during ques-
tioning, the accused admitted 
that he had committed the in-
cident. After this, police ar-
rested Jeetmal Reger. The ar-
rested accused has been iden-
tified as Jeetmal Reger, son of  
Tulchha, Reger by caste, aged 
62 years, resident of  Shamb-
hupura, Police Station Parsoli, 
District Chittorgarh. Police 
are questioning the accused 
regarding the case. 

Murder Case Solved in 24 Hours: 62-Year-
Old Father Arrested in Son’s Death Case
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