
 From a Village Classroom to the Water Frontline: G.P. Sharma’s 
Journey of Enterprise, Innovation and Public Purpose

Some entrepreneurial 
journeys begin with capi-
tal. G.P. Sharma’s began 
with a blackboard, a vil-
lage school and a mathe-
matics teacher who hap-
pened to be his father.

Born in Shalawas Ka-
lan, Dausa, Sharma cred-
its his father for giving 
him both an education 

and an analytical mind. 
After engineering studies 
in Jaipur, he entered the 
corporate world, working 
for around three years 
with Bajaj Tempo Limit-
ed and later about two-
and-a-half  years with 
Escorts Yamaha Motor 
Ltd.

But employment, he 
realised, offered security 
without complete free-
dom to innovate.

In 1999, he took the 
risk that would define his 
career: he left his job and 
started his own enter-
prise.

The business began 
with batteries, UPS sys-
tems, inverters and power 
products. It eventually ex-
panded across India. But 
Sharma was already look-

ing beyond the next bal-
ance sheet. His visits to 
industrial exhibitions ex-
posed him to emerging 

technologies, and he iden-
tified water purification 
as a sector with a long-
term future. What began 

with domestic RO systems 
gradually evolved into in-
dustrial RO plants, water 
softeners and DM plants.

Then came the bigger 
transition.

Around 2012, Sharma 
entered wastewater 
treatment, developing 
ETP and STP solutions 
for industries, hotels, 
hospitals and institu-
tions. Today, through Ep-
con Water Technologies 
Pvt. Ltd., his focus is 
firmly on water and 
wastewater treatment. 
For Sharma, however, 
technology is only half  
the answer. “We cannot 
manufacture water,” he 
argues. Treatment is 
meaningful only when 
water is available, con-
served and reused.

That philosophy in-
forms his concern over 
Jaipur’s Dravyavati. He 
believes treated wastewa-

ter could be reused for 
gardens, plantations and 
other non-potable pur-
poses rather than allow-
ing the river system to 
deteriorate.

His political philoso-
phy follows a similar 
logic: governments may 
change, but good public 
projects should not be-
come political casualties.

Sharma, a long-time 
BJP supporter, also ac-
knowledges an ambition 
he has carried since 
childhood—to enter pub-
lic life.

His journey, there-
fore, is not merely from 
employee to entrepre-
neur. It is from earning a 
livelihood to asking what 
that livelihood can con-
tribute to society.

Hemraj Tikam 
chand Tiwari
By Special Feature Desk
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Jaipur CA’s ₹2,395 Crore Overseas 

Fraud: How One Man Used 40 Ghost 
Firms to Bleed the System Dry

n FAIR REPORT 
JAIPUR
A shocking financial fraud 
has rocked Jaipur’s Patra-
kar Colony, as chartered 
accountant Abhishek Jain 
stands accused of  orches-
trating one of  the region’s 
biggest overseas money-
laundering rackets — al-
legedly siphoning off  a 
staggering ₹2,395 crore 
abroad through a web of  40 
fake firms, trusts, and or-
ganisations.

The Scam, Unmasked
Between 2021 and 2024, 

Jain allegedly issued 
3,168 forged Form 15CB 
certificates — mandatory 
tax clearance documents 
required for sending mon-
ey overseas — without 
ever conducting the veri-
fication the law demands. 
Behind these certificates 
stood 40 bogus entities, 
many registered under 
the names of  people who 
had either never filed in-
come tax returns or de-

clared suspiciously low 
incomes.

The Income Tax De-
partment’s Foreign Inves-
tigation Wing zeroed in 
on Jain’s premises, com-
pleting a detailed survey 
on August 22. What they 
allegedly uncovered was a 
meticulously engineered 
pipeline for pushing 
crores out of  the country 
under the cover of  legiti-
mate paperwork.

Where the Money 
Went

Investigators have 
traced eye-watering sums 
funnelled through shell 
companies across India:

Aasha Kiran Technol-
ogy Pvt Ltd, Mumbai — 
₹85.50 crore

Web Hygiene Infotech 
Pvt Ltd, Kolkata — ₹54.57 
crore

Bonded Communica-
tion Pvt Ltd, Howrah — 
₹38.59 crore

Rank Speed Up Pvt 
Ltd, Maharashtra — ₹25.86 
crore

Harmani Networking 
Pvt Ltd, Ajmer — ₹19.57 
crore

Usha Info Logistics 
Pvt Ltd, Jaipur — ₹15.67 
crore

FIR Filed, Net Closing 
In

On Sunday, August 23, 
an FIR was registered at 
Patrakar Colony police 
station against Jain, ac-
cusing him of  using 
forged certificates to 
move money overseas 
through the 40 shell enti-
ties over three years. Dep-
uty Director (Investiga-
tion) Mintu Lal Meena of  
the IT Department’s For-
eign Assets Investigation 
Unit filed the complaint. 
With documents recovered 
and a formal case now reg-
istered, questions are 
mounting: who authorised 
these firms in the first 
place, who benefited on the 
other end of  these trans-
fers, and how many more 
such rackets remain hid-
den in plain sight?

A Sacred Thread, A Social Pledge: 

Brahma Kumaris Invite CM Bhajan Lal 
Sharma to 90th Foundation Celebrations
n FAIR REPORT 
JAIPUR

In a meeting that blended 
the symbolism of  Raksha 
Sutra with a larger social 
message, sisters from the 
Brahma Kumaris institu-
tion met Rajasthan Chief  
Minister Bhajan Lal Shar-
ma at his official residence 
on Monday and invited 
him to the organisation’s 
90th foundation anniver-
sary celebrations.

The delegation tied a 
Raksha Sutra on the Chief  
Minister, carrying for-
ward a tradition that sym-
bolises protection, good-
will and social responsi-
bility. The gesture also 
gave the meeting a dis-
tinctly cultural and spir-
itual character, connect-
ing a traditional Indian 
observance with a contem-
porary public campaign.

The Brahma Kumaris 

representatives briefed 
the Chief  Minister about 
their initiatives under the 
Nasha Mukt Bharat Abhi-
yan and Mission Spandan. 
They also shared details 
of  a large-scale anti-drug 
pledge campaign, organ-

ised from August 6 to Au-
gust 20 in memory of  for-
mer Brahma Kumaris 
chief  Dadi Prakashmani.

The campaign sought 
to turn the fight against 
addiction into a collec-
tive social commitment, 

encouraging citizens to 
take a personal pledge to 
stay away from intoxi-
cants.

The meeting comes at 
a time when drug abuse 
has increasingly emerged 
as a social and public-

health challenge, particu-
larly among young peo-
ple. Spiritual organisa-
tions such as the Brahma 
Kumaris have sought to 
complement institutional 
efforts by focusing on be-
havioural change, aware-
ness and community par-
ticipation.

The 90th foundation 
celebrations will provide 
an opportunity for the in-
stitution to underline its 
long-standing emphasis 
on spiritual awareness, 
self-discipline, medita-
tion and social service.

From the tying of  a 
sacred thread to a pledge 
against addiction, the 
meeting carried a simple 
message: tradition is not 
merely about preserving 
the past—it can also be-
come a vehicle for con-
fronting the social chal-
lenges of  the present.

Rajasthan Intensifies Food Safety 
Crackdown Ahead of Festive Season
n FAIR REPORT 
JAIPUR

With the festive season ap-
proaching, Rajasthan has 
intensified its crackdown 
on food adulteration, tar-
geting products most vul-
nerable to manipulation—
from milk and khoya to 
sweets, paneer, ghee and 
edible oils.

Under the state’s 
“Shuddh Aahar–Milawat 
Par Waar” (Pure Food, 
Strike Against Adultera-
tion) campaign, teams of  
the Food Safety and Drug 
Control Department con-
ducted inspections across 
the state on Monday. Offi-
cials inspected 60 estab-
lishments and collected 94 
food samples, including 53 
legal samples and 41 sur-
veillance samples.

The samples covered 
milk and dairy products, 
sweets, khoya, ghee, edi-
ble oils, butter and paneer.

The inspections also 
exposed the scale of  un-
safe food entering the 
market. Authorities de-

stroyed 429 kg of  food 
products found unfit for 
human consumption or 
contaminated. The de-
stroyed material included 
257 kg of  sweets, 142 kg of  
milk products, 10 kg of  
ghee and edible oils, and 
20 kg of  other food items.

Sweets were destroyed 
in several districts, in-
cluding Sawai Madhopur, 
Churu, Alwar, Kotputli-

Behror, Rajsamand, 
Ajmer and Bhilwara. 
Dairy products were also 
seized or destroyed in 
Bhilwara, Beawar, Sikar, 
Karauli and Ajmer.

The most significant 
seizure came from 
Khairthal-Tijara, where 
officials confiscated 300 
kg of  suspected substand-
ard milk products. Fur-
ther action is underway 

under food safety regula-
tions.

The campaign sends a 
clear message ahead of  
the festive rush: increased 
consumer demand cannot 
come at the cost of  food 
safety. The real test, how-
ever, will lie in laboratory 
results and whether viola-
tions translate into swift 
and meaningful penalties 
for those responsible.

Follow the Money: Hanumangarh 
Police Freeze ₹1 Crore House in 
Crackdown on Drug Trafficker

n FAIR REPORT 
JAIPUR

In a decisive strike at the 
financial backbone of  the 
drug trade, Hanuman-
garh Police have frozen a 
residential property 
worth nearly ₹1 crore be-
longing to alleged drug 
trafficker Salman Khan, 
under Section 68F of  the 
Narcotic Drugs and Psy-
chotropic Substances 
(NDPS) Act.

The action was car-
ried out on Monday under 
“Operation Chakravyuh”, 
a special campaign 
launched against narcot-
ics trafficking on the di-
rections of  Director Gen-
eral of  Police Rajiv Ku-
mar Sharma and under 
the supervision of  Super-
intendent of  Police B. Adi-
tya.

The property—a 
360-square-yard residen-
tial house in Ward No. 5 of  
Tibbi—was allegedly built 
with proceeds generated 
through drug trafficking. 

Police said a financial in-
vestigation found no le-
gitimate source of  income 
sufficient to explain the 
acquisition and construc-
tion of  the property.

The action was led by 
Tibbi Station House Of-
ficer Rakesh Sankhla and 
his team.

According to police, 
Salman Khan, son of  
Shahnawaz alias Lakha, 
has five criminal cases 
registered against him, 
including three under 
the NDPS Act and one 
each under the Arms Act 
and theft-related provi-
sions.

₹12 Crore in Assets Frozen
The latest action marks the eighth major 
property-freezing operation undertaken by 
Hanumangarh Police since SP B. Aditya took 
charge. Police officials said assets worth ap-
proximately ₹11–12 crore have so far been fro-
zen under Operation Chakravyuh. The sig-
nificance of  the operation lies beyond the 
seizure of  a single house. By targeting the 
proceeds of  crime, the department is striking 
at the economic infrastructure that allows 
narcotics networks to survive and expand. 
Hanumangarh Police have made it clear that 
the campaign will continue, with financial 
investigations being used to identify, freeze 
and seize properties allegedly acquired 
through illegal drug proceeds. The message 
from the department is blunt: the war on 
drugs will not stop at the trafficker—it will 
follow the money.

No Bills, No Re-
cords, No Li-
cence: Jaipur 
Cracks Down on 
Drug Sellers
Jaipur: In a stringent 
enforcement drive 
aimed at protecting 
consumers from un-
safe and irregular 
drug sales, Rajasthan’s 
Drug Control Depart-
ment has cancelled 
one drug licence and 
suspended four others 
following inspections 
of  medicine establish-
ments in Jaipur.

The action was 
taken after officials 
found serious regula-
tory lapses involving 
sales records, manda-
tory documentation 
and compliance re-
quirements. Drug 
Control Officer Madan 
Mohan Singhal, ac-
companied by person-
nel from Sanganer 
Sadar police station, 
inspected several es-
tablishments and 
scrutinised their stat-
utory records. Offi-
cials checked drug 
sale registers, records 
of  Schedule H and H1 
medicines, invoices, 
stock registers, phar-
macist attendance and 
other mandatory doc-
uments. Where viola-
tions were detected, 
licence holders were 
issued show-cause no-
tices and given an op-
portunity to respond 
before regulatory ac-
tion was taken.

The most severe 
action was against 
Shri Shyam Medicos, 
Govindpura, Sangan-
er, whose licence was 
cancelled with imme-
diate effect. Authori-
ties cited serious ir-
regularities, deficien-
cies in records and 
failure to produce es-
sential sales bills and 
documents. 

Abhi Medical and 
General Store was sus-
pended for 21 days, 
Devesh Medical Agen-
cy for 14 days, Shub-
ham Medical and Gen-
eral Store for 21 days, 
and Balaji Medical for 
30 days.
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Union Minister JP Nadda on Monday emphasised the need
to increase the size of the chemicals sector to $1 trillion by
2040 and said the Government is focused on creating an
ecosystem to boost investments for increasing domestic
manufacturing capabilities. On Monday, Nadda chaired a
CEO roundtable to deliberate on India’s ambition of
building a $1 trillion Chemicals sector by 2040, an official
statement said. The Department of Chemicals and
Petrochemicals, Ministry of Chemicals and Fertilisers, in
partnership with Invest India, organised the roundtable.
Nadda "emphasised that the sector has to touch the $1
trillion vision by 2040 in the country", the statement said.
He said the Government is committed to establishing a
continuous and institutionalised dialogue mechanism with
the industry. (PNS)

Nation Focus

Govt to boost investments in
chemical sector: Nadda

Hand grenades, gelatin sticks, AK-47 and INSAS rounds,
alongside a huge cache of arms and explosives, were
recovered from a Naxal dump in a forested area in
Chhattisgarh's Sukma district on Monday, police said.
The recovery was made during an anti-Naxal operation
conducted by a joint team of the District Force, District
Reserve Guard (DRG) and Bastar Fighters in the
Bhandarpadar-Munurkonda area under Bhejji police
station limits. Acting on intelligence inputs provided by
surrendered Naxals, the joint team launched an area-
domination and search operation in the forest and hill
areas of Bhandarpadar and Munurkonda villages on
Monday, police said. (PNS)

Security forces unearth Naxal
dump in Chhattisgarh forest

TONY DAS n Guwahati

Assam Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma on
Monday slammed Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi, claim-
ing that he is not a champi-
on of women’s rights but
“simply a Hindu baiter”.

During an interaction with
girl students in Maharashtra
on Saturday, Gandhi had
criticised the “Manusmriti
mindset”, urged students to
“smash patriarchy” and said
women belonged to them-
selves, not to their fathers,
husbands or sons.

Gandhi is simply using
the cause of women’s
empowerment as a conve-
nient smokescreen to target
and discredit Hindu Dharma,
Sarma alleged in a social
media post.

‘’Consider this: how many
times has he spoken with the
same outrage against patri-
archal and medieval prac-
tices that persist under
Sharia? NEVER,’’ Sarma said.

‘’While Sharia is founda-
tional to Islamic jurispru-
dence, Manusmriti has no

comparable scriptural
authority in Hindu Dharma.
It is not even a universally
binding code for Hindus,’’
the chief minister said.

‘’How many times does
Rahul Gandhi attack the
Manusmriti, and how many
times does he attack Sharia
with the same fervour?’’
Sarma asked.

He claimed that the endur-
ing strength of Hinduism
lies in its unique ability to
‘’evolve, reform and adapt

with time — as it has for mil-
lennia, and as it will for eter-
nity’’.

‘’Every Hindu must there-
fore ask: what is Rahul
Gandhi’s real intent- cham-
pioning women’s rights, or
using them as a pretext to
malign Hindu Dharma?”
Sarma said.

The chief minister alleged
that Congress rhetoric on
women’s rights rings hollow
when measured against its
own record.

‘ ’They betrayed our
mothers and sisters by
reversing the effect of the
Shah Bano judgment. It
opposed the law against
Triple Talaq,’’ he said.

Shah Bano Begum’s case
led the Supreme Court to
grant divorced Muslim
women the right to mainte-
nance in 1985. Following
protests by Muslim organisa-
tions, the then-Rajiv Gandhi
Government enacted a law
in 1986 which nullified the
apex court’s decision in the
Shah Bano case. 

Sarma further alleged that
just to cling to power in
Karnataka, Rahul Gandhi’s
party ensured that not a
single woman found a place
in the State Cabinet.

‘’So here is a simple chal-
lenge to Rahul Gandhi: If
women’s equality truly
comes before politics, will he
unequivocally support a
Uniform Civil Code that guar-
antees equal rights irrespec-
tive of religion? Or will his
idea of ‘women’s rights’ con-
tinue to begin and end with
attacking Hinduism?” 

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n Bhopal

The National Green Tribunal has
taken up an environmental plea
challenging the alleged construc-
tion of a new petrol pump over or
close to a drain and its buffer zone
within the ISBT campus in Bhopal,
and has constituted a joint commit-
tee to verify the ground situation.

The matter came up for hearing
on Monday before a bench com-
prising judicial member Justice
Sheo Kumar Singh and expert
member Sudhir Kumar Chaturvedi.
The application, filed by Prabhat
Pandey, has alleged that the pro-
posed petrol pump or retail outlet

is being developed either over a
marked drain or natural drainage
channel, or within the prescribed
buffer zone around it.

The petitioner has relied on
Central Pollution Control Board
guidelines dated January 7, 2020,
and referred to an earlier matter

dated August 16, 2021, while arguing
that new fuel stations are required
to maintain prescribed distances
from water bodies, wetlands,
canals and similar environmental-
ly sensitive features.

The application has also alleged
violation of provisions under the
Madhya Pradesh Bhumi Vikas Rules,
2012, relating to the siting of fuel
filling stations and protection of
water bodies and drainage channels.

The tribunal, however, has not
yet decided the merits of these alle-
gations. At this stage, it has only
recorded that the application raises
a substantial environmental ques-
tion requiring examination.

Following the preliminary
hearing, the NGT directed issuance
of notices to the respondents and
asked them to file their replies
within four weeks through the tri-
bunal’s e-filing portal.

To ascertain the factual position,
the tribunal also constituted a
joint committee comprising repre-
sentatives of the Central Pollution
Control Board, the district Collector
and the Madhya Pradesh Pollution
Control Board.

The committee has been direct-
ed to inspect the site, examine the
alleged construction, assess com-
pliance with applicable environ-
mental norms and submit a report

within four weeks. The panel is also
expected to place before the tri-
bunal details of any action already
taken by the authorities in connec-
tion with the project.

The case concerns the proposed
petrol pump inside the ISBT
campus and the larger question of
whether its location is compatible
with environmental safeguards
governing natural drainage chan-
nels and nearby water-related fea-
tures. The tribunal’s directions are
significant as they will bring an
independent site assessment on
record before further adjudica-
tion. The next hearing in the matter
has been scheduled for October 13.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
n Jabalpur

The Madhya Pradesh High
Court has disposed of two
long-pending writ petitions
seeking restrictions on tree
felling across the state, noting
that the 2015 notification chal-
lenged by the petitioners had
already been struck down by
a Full Bench of the court.

A division bench of Acting
Chief Justice Vivek Rusia and
Justice Pradeep Mittal was
hearing Writ Petition No.
26802 of 2018, filed by Anand,
and Writ Petition No. 13864 of
2019, filed by Vivek Kumar
Sharma, against the State of
Madhya Pradesh and others.

The petitions had sought
directions to stop tree
cutting, protect green cover,
take action against illegal
felling and quash the notifi-
cation dated September 24,
2015, which the petitioners
alleged was harmful to eco-
logical balance. 

The bench recorded that
the principal challenge had
already been settled. A Full
Bench of the High Court,
while considering the same
petitions, had on March 1,
2025,  struck down the 
2015 notification.

What remained was an
additional issue raised in
Sharma’s petition regarding
the cutting of trees for road
widening and construction of

new highways across Madhya
Pradesh. The petitioner had
alleged that trees were being
felled for such projects
without adequate compen-
satory plantation.

The court, however, found
that there was no concrete
data before it showing how
many trees had been cut for
road projects or how many
had been planted in return.

Observing that the peti-
tion was filed in 2019 and that
significant development had
taken place since then, includ-
ing construction and widen-
ing of several highways, the
bench said the issue could not
be examined effectively
without updated figures.

The court therefore dis-
posed of the petitions 
while giving the petitioners
liberty to approach it again if
they collect specific data 
on tree felling and compen-
satory plantation.

The bench also directed
both petitioners to plant 25
fruit-bearing trees each in
areas identified by the
Municipal Corporation and
submit a compliance report.

With these directions, the
court closed the nearly eight-
year-old litigation over the
2015 notification, while
keeping open the possibility
of fresh proceedings on the
road-widening plantation
issue if  supported by 
detailed evidence.

SAUGAR SENGUPTA 
n Kolkata

Amid talks of the Trinamool
Congress gradually fading
into oblivion, with most of its
leaders, including MPs and
MLAs, leaving the party or
forming separate rebel plat-
forms, former Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee
on Monday reiterated that
she was not going to quit pol-
itics anytime soon.

In a social media address,
she ruled out “wild rumours”
about her retirement, saying
she would not take any polit-
ical “sanyas” and would fight
off the BJP instead. “I will not
retire as some rumours are
being spread … instead I will
fight the BJP out,” she said.

Taking to Facebook Live,
Banerjee said that the people
of Bengal had read through
the “true face” of the BJP, cau-
tioning the people as well on
the ongoing census process.

Referring to the recent
protests at various places
regarding the implementa-
tion of the Annapurna
Bhandar scheme, presently
being run by the Suvendu
Adhikari Government, replac-

ing the previous Laxmir
Bhandar programme of the
Trinamool Congress
Government, Banerjee said
that the BJP was going back
on its pre-election promises.

The BJP had promised to
enhance the women-specif-
ic Laxmir Bhandar scheme
from `1,500 to `3,000.
However, women who have
been left out of the scheme
have been protesting at
various parts of the State,
accusing the BJP Government
of playing “partisan politics.”

Alleging once again that
the national census being
conducted by the BJP
Government was another
kind of National Register for
Citizens (NRC), the former

Chief Minister cautioned the
people against its prejudiced
implementation. She asked
the people to be cautious
while sharing their details or
signing the census forms,
reminding how lakhs of
names were deleted from
the electoral rolls during the
Special Intensive Revision.

Incidentally, Chief Minister
Suvendu Adhikari had already
gone on record earlier, saying
how rumours were being
spread about implementa-
tion of Annapurna Bhandar.

“There is no point spread-
ing rumours and staging
protests before the media …
we are firm on our policy that
no ineligible person will get
the benefit of Annapurna
Bhandar,” Adhikari said,
adding that already more
than 1.45 crore women had
started getting the benefit of
the scheme. “If another 20 to
30 lakh women are found eli-
gible, then they too will get
it,” he said.

The Annapurna Bhandar
scheme is meant for women
between 25 and 60 years of
age and rules out families
with an annual income of
more than `12 lakh.

SAUGAR SENGUPTA n Kolkata

The West Bengal
Government has decided to
provide 20 per cent reserva-
tion to the Agniveer cadets
in Government services.
The reservation would be
provided in the Fire and
Emergency Services, Forest
Department, Police and
Disaster Management
Department.

Apart from this, a new
disaster management force
called Arjun Vahini would
be created and modelled

after the National Disaster
Management Force.

Incidentally, while some
States are yet to formulate
any policy on how to
accommodate the
Agniveers, some are provid-
ing 10 per cent reservation
to them in the Government
cadre. “It all depends on
how these forces will be
utilised and when and on
whom… before that it is dif-
ficult to comment… besides,
the legality of the project
will also have to be seen,” a
senior CPI(M) leader said.

MP High Court closes
8-year-old tree felling
pleas, mandates planting

Rahul Gandhi not champion of women’s
rights but Hindu baiter, says Himanta

ISBT petrol pump row: NGT sets up panel to check site

Mamata dismisses retirement
rumours, vows to fight BJP

20% Government jobs for
Agniveers in West Bengal

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
n Leh/Jammu

The Ladakh administration is
exploring a single protected
area permit (PAP) for foreign
tourists across the union
territory, except for specifi-
cally restricted areas, to
streamline procedures for
such clearances while bal-
ancing tourism convenience
with security requirements,
officials said on Monday.

The decision was taken at
a meeting chaired by Ladakh
Chief Secretary Ashish Kundra,
which reviewed the existing
framework governing PAP
and Restricted Area Permits
(RAPs) for foreign visitors. “A
key outcome of the meeting
was the decision to explore
the feasibility of introducing
a single PAP for the entire
union territory of Ladakh,
except for specifically restrict-
ed areas, which would be
explicitly mentioned in the
permit,” they said.

The meeting also
explored establishing dedi-
cated registration and veri-
fication desks for foreign
nationals at the airport,
including separate arrange-
ments for visitors requiring
additional scrutiny under

revised standard operating
procedures (SOPs), they
added. Kundra stressed the
need to minimise unneces-
sary checkpoints that cause
delays and inconvenience to
tourists while strengthening
verification and compliance
mechanisms. The Leh
deputy commissioner was
asked to examine the feasi-
bility of introducing facial
recognition technology and
self-registration facilities at
designated checkpoints to
modernise permit verifica-
tion and make the process
more seamless, they said.

Administrative Secretary
(Tourism and Culture) Sanjit
Rodrigues gave a presenta-
tion on the existing permit
regime, including the geo-
graphical coverage of PAP
and RAP, restricted areas,
particularly in northern and

eastern Ladakh, and proce-
dures for issuance and veri-
fication under the
Immigration and Foreigners
Act, 2025.

The meeting discussed
permit verification at key
entry points, particularly
along the Changthang axis
through Upshi and Kharu
and at North Pullu in Nubra,
they added. It was also
decided to explore measures
for verification of travel
purpose, accommodation
details and related documen-
tation of foreign tourists at ded-
icated airport facilities. Kundra
directed the tourism depart-
ment to convene a meeting
with taxi and bike unions
involved in facilitating travel by
foreign tourists to ensure
proper maintenance of travel
records, logbooks and 
visitor information.

Ladakh administration mulls
single permit for foreign tourists

PRAMOD KUMAR SINGH 
n New Delhi

The National Investigation
Agency (NIA) on Monday con-
ducted searches at five loca-
tions across five states as part
of its ongoing investigation
into a major cyberterrorism
case involving advanced DDoS
attacks targeting key Indian
Government websites.

The searches happened in
Junnar (Pune district,
Maharashtra), Nadiad (Kheda
district,  Gujarat),
Ramagundam (Karimnagar
district, Telangana), Gopalganj
(Bihar), and Delhi. These
actions are part of case RC-
01/2025/NIA/AMD, known as
the Cyber Terrorism Gujarat
Case, which began on June 25,
2025.

According to the agency, the
suspect tried to launch
advanced DDoS attacks on
54 websites owned by various
Indian Government entities.

These attacks targeted impor-
tant computer systems and
the Critical Information
Infrastructure (CII) as part of
Operation Sindoor.
Investigators believe the
attackers wanted to threaten
national security and unity,
and to create public fear. Two
suspects have already been
arrested in this case.

The Anti-Terrorism Squad
(ATS) in Gujarat first regis-
tered the case before the
NIA took over. NIA officials say
that after a detailed technical
analysis, they identified addi-
tional suspects believed to
have supported the main
accused. These individuals
are thought to have helped
plan the attacks and to have
improved the skills needed
for DDoS operations.

After getting search war-
rants from a court, NIA teams
raided the homes and other
locations of the suspects
early Monday morning.

During the searches, investi-
gators found several digital
devices and documents
related to hacking. They
seized three laptops, five
mobile phones, pen drives,
and other digital storage
devices. The suspects present
at the sites were questioned

to determine whether they
were connected to the two
people already arrested and
whether they were involved
in the cyberattacks.

Authorities emphasised
that the operations followed
all legal procedures. The
seized items will undergo

forensic examination to
uncover additional links in
the conspiracy and identify
others who may have helped
plan or support the attacks
on key Government digital
systems. This case highlights
growing worries about cyber
threats to national security.
DDoS attacks like these aim
to flood online systems with
traffic, making websites
unavailable and possibly dis-
rupting important public
services.

During a sensitive opera-
tional phase, the accused
allegedly aimed to cause
extensive disruption and
damage. At a critical stage,
the accused allegedly tried to
cause major disruption and
harm public confidence by
attacking 54 Government
websites. NIA teams are still
analysing the digital evi-
dence collected from the
five locations. More arrests or
legal action may follow,

depending on what the
forensic examination of the
laptops, mobile phones, and
other devices reveal.

Aspects of the conspiracy
and to bring those liable to
justice in accordance with the
legal provisions concerned
with cyber terrorism and
threats to critical information
infrastructure. The fact that
the searches span multiple
states shows that the alleged
network had a nationwide
presence.

The NIA’s actions are part
of a broader effort to protect
India’s digital assets from
emerging cyber threats that
could affect sovereignty and
public order. As the investiga-
tion continues, authorities
are expected to share more
details about the technical
methods used in the DDoS
attacks and the level of
support the accused received,
whether from inside or
outside the country.

NIA raids 5 States over GOI websites cyber attacks
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Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister N Chandrababu Naidu on
Monday directed officials to make online Government
services more convenient by leveraging technologies
including AI. During an RTGS review meeting at  secretariat,
the chief minister enquired with officials about the
performance and progress of various departments and
directed all departments to improve their efficiency and
work towards providing quality services. “We should
leverage technologies such as AI Assistant, Digi Verify, Data
Lake to make online Government services more convenient
and ensure that people can access services without having
to visit Government offices,” Naidu said. (PTI)

States Focus

NAIDU DIRECTS OFFICIALS TO
LEVERAGE AI, DATA INTEGRATION

Jammu and Kashmir Chief Minister Omar Abdullah on
Monday reviewed a comprehensive roadmap to
strengthen access to senior secondary education and
improve the Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER) at the higher
secondary level in the Union Territory.

Abdullah chaired a meeting of the School Education
Department during which a phased plan to upgrade 714
high schools into K-12 composite schools was discussed,
an official spokesperson said. The plan focuses on
requirements of teaching and non-teaching staff,
infrastructure, laboratories and other essential facilities,
he said. Other senior officers of the School Education
Department were also present. (PTI)

J&K CM OMAR REVIEWS PLAN TO
UPGRADE 714 HIGH SCHOOLS

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

Assam Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma on Sunday
evening met Union Home
Minister Amit Shah in the
national Capital and briefed
him on the flood situation in
Assam and the damage
caused by the recent floods,
besides discussing several
other important matters con-
cerning the State.

During the meeting, the
Chief Minister apprised the
Union Home Minister of the
scale of the damage and the
steps being taken by the state
government for relief, rehabil-
itation and restoration.

Shah acknowledged the
scale of the flood damage
and assured the Assam
Government of the
Government of India’s
unequivocal support for reha-
bilitation and restoration

efforts in the affected areas.
The Chief Minister said the

Union Home Minister had
remained in constant touch

with the state Government
throughout the floods.

Taking to X after the
meeting, Sarma said, “Today

in New Delhi, I had the privi-
lege of meeting Hon’ble Union
Home Minister Shri Amit Shah
Ji and briefing him on the
#AssamFloodResponse, along
with several other important
matters concerning Assam.”

“Throughout the
#AssamFloods, he remained
in constant touch with us. In
today’s meeting too, he
acknowledged the scale of
damage caused by the floods.
He assured the Government of
India’s unequivocal support
for rehabilitation and restora-
tion,” the Chief Minister said.

Sarma further said he came
away from every meeting
with Shah “enriched by his
meticulous attention to detail,
and his unwavering commit-
ment to a secure and stable
Assam”.

“Grateful, as always, for his
guidance and steadfast
support,” the Chief Minister
added.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

The Polit Bureau of the
Communist Party of India
(Marxist) on Monday issued
a strong statement disap-
proving of the manner in
which the BJP and
Hindutva communal
forces are misusing the
question of prioritising
Vande Mataram with all six
stanzas as legislated by
Parliament.

Highlighting its position,
the CPI(M) pointed out the
historical context in which
the song was officially ren-
dered as the National
Song. The party noted that
the six stanzas were added
subsequently, after a lapse
of decades, to dovetail
with the novel
Anandamath by Bankim
Chandra Chattopadhyay.

“It is on the basis of this
historical fact and the
implication that no one
less than Rabindranath
Tagore himself found this
unacceptable as the
National Anthem,” the Polit
Bureau stated.

Clarifying its stand, the
Left party stated that there
are no reservations about
the recitation of the first
two stanzas of Vande
Mataram, as has tradition-
ally been done during the
freedom struggle and

within the Constituent
Assembly.

However, the CPI(M)
alleged that following the
passage upgrading its
status with the addition of
all six stanzas, attempts
are being made to turn the
rendering of this version
into a single-point marker
for patriotism.

“It clearly betrays the
Hindutva forces’ commu-
nal and divisive objec-
tives. The hypocritical style
of wearing patriotism on
its sleeve is exposed by the
act of the Uttar Pradesh
Assembly Speaker walking
out midway during the
rendering of the National
Anthem,” the press 
release read.

The Polit  Bureau
expressed concern that
such moves are disrup-
tive to national unity,
adding that ironically,
these actions are being
initiated by those who did
not show the inclination to
raise the Vande Mataram
slogan during the freedom
struggle.

Reiterating its stance,
the CPI(M) affirmed that
al l  const i tut ional ly
accepted concepts must
be honoured, as they rep-
resent vital additions to
the idea of India by recog-
nising pluralism and
inclusiveness.

PRAMOD KUMAR SINGH 
n New Delhi

India has advanced in its
efforts to combat organised
crime and transnational
gangs. On Monday, the Union
Home Minister, Amit Shah,
announced that three
members of the Bambiha
Gang had been deported
from Malaysia. Jaspreet Singh,
Ajay Singh and Pawandeep
Singh were apprehended
with the assistance of Indian
agencies, returned to India
and then handed over to the
Punjab Police.

The Pioneer was the first to
report the repatriation of
three gangsters from the
Bambiha Gang in its August
20th edition, titled “Punjab
Police nets three key
Bambiha gang operatives in
major deportation from
Malaysia”.

The three men were
wanted for serious crimes
such as extortion, arms smug-
gling, drug trafficking, and a
failed grenade attack in
Ludhiana. Their arrest is
another step in breaking up
gang networks that organise
crimes in India from other
countries.

The Home Minister’s office
tweeted that “Indian author-
ities have caught three
absconding Indian gangsters
in Malaysia, deported them to
India and handed them over
to the police” and also stated
that “under Modi Ji’s vision of
a safe and secure India, our
agencies have arranged for
the deportation of 51 hard-
ened criminals in 2026
alone”.

This success comes from
stronger diplomatic and intel-
ligence cooperation with
other countries, especially

in Southeast Asia. In recent
years, many members of
India’s underworld have tried
to escape justice.  The
Bambiha Gang has been con-
nected to violent extortion,
drug cartels, and arms traf-
ficking routes that cross the
India-Pakistan border and
other regions.

Law enforcement agencies
say these groups use other

countries as safe havens and
run their operations through
encrypted messages, staying
out of reach of Indian police.
Tracking and deporting
Jaspreet Singh, Ajay Singh,
and Pawandeep Singh show
that real-time intelligence
sharing and cross-border
cooperation are now working
more effectively.

People involved in the

operation said the three men
still threaten public safety in
Punjab and nearby areas.
Their attempt at a grenade
attack in Ludhiana has raised
concerns about the gang’s
willingness to use more vio-
lence. Now that they are
back, investigators can ques-
tion them closely, which may
uncover new details about
other associates and finan-
cial networks still operating
from abroad.

The Union Government’s
current efforts focus on bring-
ing fugitives to justice,
making it harder for gang-
sters and terrorists to avoid
prosecution abroad.
Deporting 51 people in 2026
alone shows these efforts
have grown, thanks to diplo-
matic pressure, legal extradi-
tion, and coordinated depor-
tations that follow local immi-
gration laws. These measures

deter criminal activity and
indicate that going abroad
does not guarantee safety.

Since some areas in Punjab
have been affected by gang
violence and drug trafficking,
the return of these three men
is likely to bring some relief.
While the accused go through
the legal process, the public
will keep an eye on the evi-
dence already gathered as
well as any new information
the men may provide.

Home Minister Amit Shah’s
statement shows the
Government’s commitment
to finding anyone who
threatens India’s security,
wherever they are. The team-
work between Indian and
Malaysian authorities
demonstrates that interna-
tional cooperation can yield
tangible results in combating
organised crime across
borders.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

The BJP on Monday hit back at
the Congress for accusing the
Modi Government of pursuing
an “aggressive privatisation
agenda” in the space sector,
asserting that India’s space
programme has expanded
from a predominantly
Government-led initiative into
a growing ecosystem com-
prising ISRO, private industry
and hundreds of startups.

The remarks came after
Congress general secretary
in-charge communications
Jairam Ramesh accused the
Government of “strangulating
and emasculating” the Indian
Space Research Organisation
(ISRO) and pursuing an aggres-

sive privatisation agenda for
the space programme just as
it has for nuclear energy.

Ramesh claimed recent
reports about ISRO’s future
role in India’s space pro-
gramme raised “legitimate
concerns”, given the capabil-
ities built by the organisation
over six decades.

Responding to the Congress
leader,  BJP national
spokesperson and national
media co-in-charge Pradeep
Bhandari said opening up the
space sector has enabled
private companies and star-
tups to move from being sup-
pliers to developers of rockets,
satellites and complete space
systems.

“From a largely govern-
ment-driven programme to

an emerging national space
ecosystem. That is not the
weakening of ISRO’s legacy. It
is the expansion of India’s
space ambition,” Bhandari
said in a post on social media.

Citing data, he said that
under Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, the space
sector has expanded signifi-

cantly, with the number of
foreign satellites launched
by ISRO rising from 35 before
2014 to 399 by January 2026.

The number of space star-
tups, he added, has risen
from one in 2014 to around
440 by August 2026, while
private investment in the
sector increased from $100.5

million in 2021-22 to $618.5
million by March 2026.

Bhandari also highlighted
the increase in revenue of
NewSpace India Limited
(NSIL), from `321.77 crore in
2021-22 to around `3,000 crore
in 2024-25.

He cited the Chandrayaan-3
mission’s soft landing near the
Moon’s south polar region and
the development of launch
vehicles such as LVM3 and
SSLV as other milestones in
India’s space programme.

He cited Skyroot
Aerospace’s Vikram-1 reaching
orbit in July 2026 as an
example of the growing role
of private players in the
sector.

“Skyroot Aerospace’s
Vikram-1 reaching orbit in July

2026 as India’s first privately
developed orbital rocket to do
so is a powerful example of
this new era. ISRO gave India
a formidable technological
foundation over decades. The
Modi Government’s reforms
have sought to build on that
legacy by enabling ISRO,
private industry, startups and
investment to grow together,”
he added.

Bhandari said the expan-
sion of the space sector is “not
the weakening of ISRO’s
legacy” but an expansion of
India’s space ambitions.

“Jairam ji, I understand
your frustration with India’s
remarkable journey in space.
But the numbers tell a story
that is difficult to ignore,” 
he said. 

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

The production in India of crit-
ical structures for the C-130J
military transport aircraft is a
strong example of the
growing defence coopera-
tion between the US and
India, and such efforts are set
to advance the shared vision
for a free and secure Indo-
Pacific, US Ambassador Sergio
Gor said on Monday. The
envoy made the remarks after
visiting the Tata-Lockheed
Martin Aerostructures Ltd’s
manufacturing facility in
Hyderabad.

Established in 2010, the joint
venture focuses on comple-
menting India’s ‘Make in India’
objectives and has the distinc-
tion of being the single global
source of C-130J empennage
assemblies included on all
new Super Hercules aircraft
produced in the US.

The Tata Advanced Systems
and Lockheed Martin joint
venture is now eyeing to
address India’s requirement
of around 80 Medium
Transport Aircraft (MTA)
under a multi-billion dollar
procurement programme.

Lockheed Martin’s C-130J,
Embraer Defence and
Security’s C-390 Millennium
and Airbus Defence and
Space’s A-400M aircraft have
emerged as top contenders
for the mega contract. The IAF
is currently operating 12 

C-130J aircraft.
During the visit, Ambassador

Gor toured the production line
that manufactures empennages
for the C-130J Super Hercules.
“The decades-long economic
partnership between the United
States and India continues to
grow stronger through innova-
tion, shared security interests
and economic cooperation,” 
Gor said.

“The production in India of
critical structures for the C-130J,
a platform operated by both
our nations, is a strong
example of the growing indus-
trial and defence cooperation
between the US and India.
Partnerships like these support
high-skilled jobs, strengthen
resilient supply chains, and
advance our shared vision for
a free, open and secure Indo-
Pacific,” he said.

Gor’s reference to the Indo-
Pacific comes amid rising
global concerns over China’s
increasing military muscle-
flexing in the region.

Sukaran Singh, Chief

Executive Officer and
Managing Director of Tata
Advanced Systems Limited,
said: “Tata Advanced Systems’
partnership with Lockheed
Martin has proven over time to
supply world-class aerostruc-
tures for their key programmes
including the C-130J.”

“This partnership has now
extended to MRO, which will
be operational soon.
Additionally, both parties are
expanding cooperation on
full platforms for Make in
India, should we get the
opportunity.”

The Tata Advanced Systems’
MRO opening is planned for
December this year, with air-
craft arrival slated for Spring
2027. Trish Pagan, vice presi-
dent of Air Mobility and
Maritime Missions at Lockheed
Martin, said: “Through our col-
laboration with Indian indus-
try, we have established world-
class aerospace manufacturing
capabilities that directly
support the global network of
C-130J operators.”

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

Lok Janshakti Party (Ram
Vilas)  chief and Union
Minister Chirag Paswan on
Monday said caste-based
reservation cannot be
scrapped as it is a constitu-
tional right, even as the
Opposition alleged that the
ruling party was seeking to
amend the Constitution to
end quotas.

“These people see poli-
tics in everything. After all,
aren’t the Sangh, the BJP, and
our party all part of the NDA?
Is reservation something
that can be abolished just
because someone says so? It
is a constitutional right,”
Paswan told reporters on
the sidelines of a national
conclave.

Reservation, he said, is
not “charity handed out to
anyone” but a constitution-

al right that “no power on
earth can ever abolish”.
Those who speak of scrap-

ping it under the garb of
“review” or “reform”, he
added, “likely do not even
understand why reservation
is necessary.”  

Referring to the treatment
of Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes, Paswan
said people still casually
question why they need
reservation, even as caste-
based discrimination con-
tinues in society. He cited the
recent controversy over

Congress chief Mallikarjun
Kharge, asking pointedly
whether the stage was “puri-
fied” after he left it.

He also pointed to
instances where Dalit
grooms are stopped from
taking out wedding proces-
sions, and where temple
premises are washed with
“Gangajal” after visits by
prominent leaders, as evi-
dence that untouchability
persists.

3 Bambiha gang fugitives deported from Malaysia

Assam CM Himanta meets Amit Shah,
discusses flood response, rehabilitation

CPI(M) slams BJP
over Vande Mataram 

BJP hits back at Congress over space sector reforms

US envoy visits Tata-Lockheed plant 
SAUGAR SENGUPTA 
n Kolkata

The Bengal Opposition parties
have strongly criticised Chief
Minister Suvendu Adhikari
for “taking sides” and not
taking action against the ABVP
students for vandalism and
assault on the students during
a midnight raid inside the
elite Jadavpur University
campus last week.

Trinamool Congress leader
Kunal Ghosh said that “if the
Chief Minister thinks that the
JU students and not those
belonging to the ABVP were
guilty, he should immedi-
ately take steps without… but
if the story is different then
also he should act neutrally.”

Srijan Bhattacharya, a
national-level leader of SFI,
the students’ arm of the

CPI(M),  too on Monday
attacked Adhikari for “taking
sides” of the ABVP goons,
asking whether he would
use the “anti-goonda” laws
that his Government had
recently enacted. The law,
which was passed in the
State Assembly,  was,
however,  awaiting the 
presidential assent.

Bhattacharya also object-
ed to the composition of the
enquiry committee, saying
the Chairman of the com-
mittee had a controversial
past.

Clashes took place
between two groups both
inside and outside the
campus on last Wednesday
and Thursday,  leaving
several persons injured.
Despite CCTV footage, the
police have till Sunday, failed

to arrest anyone.
The Chief Minister,

however, remained firm on
his stance, saying he would
“not allow any kind of anti-
national activities inside the
campus.”

Accusing the “anti-nation-
al elements: inside the
campus for the recent
clashes inside the University,
he said he would not allow

anything inside the campus
that was against“Rastrabad”
(nationalism).

“A lot of anti-national; activ-
ities are going on inside the
campus… but we will not
allow this… we will ensure
that nationalism thrives both
inside and outside Jadavpur
(campus),” Adhikari said
warning those “who are
crying for the JU on social

media” saying “my policy is
clear, if you want to live in this
State you will have to follow
Rashtrawaad (nationalism)
and sing Vande Mataram.”

Reacting sharply to
Adhikari’s comments, senior
CPI(M) leader and former MP
Sujan Chakrabarty said, “a
Chief Minister’s is expected to
take responsibility of his
words… which means he
should speak a minimum of
truth… is at least that is visible
to naked eyes… here he is not
only allowing goons to roam
free but blaming the innocent
students who were inside
the campus during the mid-
night and were attacked…
what were the outsiders
doing and what the BJP MLA
of a neighoburing constituen-
cy was doing near JU before
or after the attack.”

Opposition, Adhikari lock horns on JU face-off in West Bengal

Reservation a constitutional right, cannot be scrapped: Chirag 

BJP national spokesperson Pradeep Bhandari
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Children look on at a Pookalam, floral rangoli, at the Kerala State Council for
Child Welfare as part of Onam celebrations ahead of Onam festival in
Thiruvananthapuram, Keralam on Monday PTI

IN FOCUS

PRAMOD KUMAR SINGH n
New Delhi/Lucknow

On Monday, the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) carried out a series of
synchronised searches at several loca-
tions in Uttar Pradesh and Haryana as
part of an inquiry into a major Goods
and Services Tax (GST) fraud involving
the false claim of input tax credit. The
officials stated that teams from the
central agency seized nine premises
in Muzaffarnagar and Ghaziabad in
Uttar Pradesh, as well as further sites
in Faridabad, Haryana.

The searches were conducted under
the Prevention of Money Laundering Act
and focused on alleged irregularities
involving Jambudwip Exports and
Imports. Investigators say the company
is accused of creating and using fake
input tax credits through forged invoic-
es and e-way bills. These documents
were reportedly generated without any
actual movement of goods, allowing
the company and its partners to claim
tax benefits illegally.

GST authorities earlier estimated the
fraudulent input tax credit at Rs 9.63
crore, which officials say is a direct loss
to the Government. The Enforcement
Directorate began its investigation after
the tax department’s findings, turning
the GST offence into a money-launder-
ing case. The company is accused of

engaging in circular transactions,
moving funds through layers, and
making repeated cash withdrawals
through fake or non-existent companies.
Investigators say these tactics are often
used to hide the source of illegal money
and bring it into the formal economy.

The searches aimed to track the
flow of money, find more people
involved in the alleged fraud, and
collect both paper and digital evidence
to understand the full extent of the
fake input tax credit network. Officials
said the operation could lead to more
information about other companies or
individuals who may have been part
of or benefited from the scheme.

Despite several attempts, we were
unable to get a reply from Jambudwip
Exports and Import. The company did
not respond to requests for comment

while this report was being filed, and
it has not issued any public statement
about the ED’s actions. This case high-
lights ongoing efforts by tax and
enforcement agencies to curb input tax
credit fraud, a long-standing issue in the
GST system. Fake invoices and trading
companies have often been used to
claim refunds or reduce tax bills without
any real business activity. 

The ED’s action under the Prevention
of Money Laundering (PMLA) Act aims
to recover the quantified loss and
investigate whether the proceeds
were used for further layering or
investment. The officials stressed that
the raids are part of a wider strategy
to dismantle organised networks that
exploit flaws in the invoice-matching
and e-way bill verification systems.

The digital records collected during
the searches will be forensically
analysed to trace the transactions and
find the final beneficiaries. The inves-
tigation is ongoing. The ED is expect-
ed to review bank accounts, property
records, and communications linked to
the company and its associates. 

Offences relating to the GST, especial-
ly in cases where there is a significant
loss of revenue and where sophisticat-
ed methods of diverting funds are
involved. The authorities say that these
measures serve as a deterrent and safe-
guard the integrity of the tax system.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n Raebareli (UP)

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath criticised
Samajwadi Party chief
Akhilesh Yadav on Monday
over his recent remark that
“dynastic politics” had
helped keep the SP united.
The chief minister said the SP
believed that only its “family
syndicate” should be
respected. Addressing a gath-

ering,  Adityanath said
Akhilesh’s remarks showed
that the party considered
other MPs worthless and
believed that only members
of one family could become
its MPs.

“Congress believes that
only Congress should be
honoured, while the
Samajwadi Party (SP)
believes that only its ‘family
syndicate’ should be respect-
ed,” he said. 

Adityanath said this ‘family
syndicate’ is such that any
goon in your town, area,
district or state finds himself

ideologically close to the SP.
“Their work is to occupy the
land of the poor, extort
money from traders and
compromise the safety of
daughters,” he alleged. 

Yadav, at a press confer-
ence in Lucknow on
Saturday, said the SP does not
break alliances and that its
fight is against the BJP. Asked
about defections by MPs from
various parties, he referred to
the presence of several

members of his family
among SP MPs and said,
“Have you ever wondered
why the entire party did not
split? Because there are five
MPs from the same family.
We also have several Muslim
MPs, and some staunch
socialists, so our numbers
would not decrease.”  

“Sometimes dynastic pol-
itics has its benefits,” Yadav,
leader of the third largest
party in the Lok Sabha, had

said in a lighter vein. Taking
a dig at the remark,
Adityanath on Monday said,
“They believe that the
remaining MPs are worthless
and that only members of
one family can be MPs.” 

The SP currently has 37 Lok
Sabha MPs from Uttar
Pradesh, while the BJP has 33.
Congress has six, RLD has
two, Apna Dal and Azad
Samaj Party one each of all
80 UP seats. 

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

Delhi Government plans to
hire a private firm to beauti-
fy and maintain the historical-
ly significant 1.3-kilometre
stretch of Chandni Chowk,
starting from Red Fort
Junction to Fatehpuri Mosque,
and five other lanes inter-con-
nected to this stretch.

“To improve the situation
at the revamped stretch of
Chandni Chowk, we plan to
hire a facility management
company for housekeeping,
cleanliness, repair work, hor-
ticulture work, etc. The work
will be given initially for three
years,” an official said.

In the past few years, the
stretch has fal len into
neglect, facing problems of
sanitation and cleanliness
due to a tussle between the
Public Works Department
(PWD) and Municipal
Corporation of Delhi (MCD)
over the maintenance of the
revamped stretch.

“A tender has been issued
to hire a company at the
approximate cost of `34
crores; there will be penalties
on the contractor if there
are violations of the con-
tract,” the official said.

The identified areas

include the main Chandni
Chowk corridor, Dewan Hall
Road, Esplanade Road, HC
Sen Marg, Rai Kedarnath
Marg, Town Hall Chowk,
Shanti Desai Marg and asso-
ciated interconnected areas.
Lal Jain Mandir and the
Fatehpuri Mosque areas are
also covered in the plan.

As per the scheme, securi-
ty guards will be deployed,
jet machines will be used for
washing roads, toilet areas
and public utility assets.
Further, garbage disposal
vehicles will transport col-
lected waste to designated
MCD disposal sites and hor-
ticulture work will also be
undertaken.

“Security personnel will be
deployed in three eight-hour
shifts to provide continuous
watch and ward at key loca-
tions,” the plan states.

Delhi Govt plans `34 crore upkeep
of historic Chandni Chowk stretch

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n Mumbai

Widespread fear amongst
autorickshaw and taxi drivers
over rumoured steep fines
linked to a state government
Marathi proficiency drive
erupted into street protests in
parts of Mumbai on Monday,
forcing Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis to step in
and address the panic.

During protests, some
drivers tried to prevent other
members from transporting
passengers, inconveniencing
common people in the
morning hours.

Some videos circulating
on social media showed
demonstrations being organ-
ised in suburban Kandivali,

Malad (West), Santacruz,
Dahisar, Andheri and a few
other locations.

A senior regional transport
official at the Borivali RTO
said they learnt  that
someone had spread misin-
formation among drivers
that they would be fined
`5,000 to `20,000 for not
having working knowledge
of Marathi.

Fadnavis steps in as Marathi
drive protest sparks panic

ED raids nine locations in
`9.63 cr bogus ITC case

Adityanath slams Akhilesh over dynastic politics remark

FROM PAGE - 1
Amit Shah sets new
security agenda
It is expected that the officials attending the
conference will have more closely coordinat-
ed protocols in place among the cyber units,
the intelligence departments, and the local
police.

Over the years, the NSSC has become one of
the most important annual events for calibrat-
ing India's internal security policy. This year's
conference is especially important because of
the clear political direction from the Union
home minister. 

The conference is still going on, but its
message is already clear: India will not just
react to threats. Instead, it will use data and
algorithms to anticipate them and keep a strict
zero-tolerance policy.

The home minister said national security is
no longer just about defence. It is now a con-
tinuous effort, backed by technology, to con-
front anyone trying to infiltrate, radicalise, or
wage war in other ways.

Kashmiri Pandit
employees in Valley...
The Prime Minister’s Employment Package for
displaced Kashmiri Pandits was launched in
2009. It aimed at facilitating the dignified
return of the exiled community to the Kashmir
Valley. In its initial phase, 3,000 appoint-
ments were made under the package, followed
by another 3,000 in subsequent years, notably
in 2014 and 2017. 

The All PM Package Employees Forum
Kashmir on Monday submitted an official rep-
resentation to the Chief Secretary of Jammu
and Kashmir (J&K) regarding their safety. They
have also urged the UT administration to ascer-
tain how such outfits have been receiving per-
sonal details of employees and expose this
crucial data to terrorise them.

In its letter, the forum said, “The authentic-
ity of the poster is yet to be verified by the
Police and security agencies. However, the
repeated circulation of such threat letters and
posters, particularly those containing sensitive
personal information, is a matter of grave
concern.”

“We have already witnessed the tragic loss
of Kashmiri Pandit employees in targeted
attacks. The repeated emergence of new
threats every week has created a deep sense
of fear and insecurity among employees and
their families,” the forum added. 

Seeking immediate intervention from the
administration, the forum has called for
enhanced and adequate security cover for all
PM Package Kashmiri Pandit employees posted
in the Valley. It has specifically requested
immediate protection and security guidance
for employees whose names, addresses or
vehicle details may have appeared in the
alleged threat. The forum said preventive
measures should be taken on the basis of the
latest security assessment and intelligence
inputs, stressing that the government should
act swiftly to reassure employees and their
families.

J&K Chief Minister Omar Abdullah had earlier
warned against taking threats to Kashmiri
Pandit employees lightly and called for action
against those behind the threats while urging
authorities to ensure their security.

“Targeted killings of minorities have taken

place. Many employees were planning to flee,
but they were locked inside their camps. This
threat should not be taken lightly. There
should be action against those who are behind
such threats, and the security of Kashmiri
Pandit employees should be ensured,” the CM
had said when the first threat letter surfaced
on social media in the first week of August.

Responding to the threat, one of the employ-
ees, said, “We will neither be scared nor run
away this time. Kashmir is ours also. It is our
birthplace…A threat letter was issued in the
first week of August as well. On Sunday,
another threat letter was uploaded that
includes addresses, vehicle numbers, and
phone numbers. I request the administration
and security agencies to find out the origin of
these threat letters and who is providing
them with all the information.” 

Jaishankar meets 
Putin in Moscow
“We are doing everything we can to fully meet
the needs of Indian farmers and the agricul-
tural sector, increasing these supplies and
standing ready to continue doing so,” Putin was
quoted as saying by TASS.

Putin also said trade between Russia and
India had increased this year after declining
slightly last year. “I am pleased to note that our
trade has increased this year. It declined
slightly last year, but it is growing this year,”
Putin was quoted as saying by the news
agency.

He stressed that Jaishankar’s visit under-
scored the level of relations Russia and India
had built over decades and said cooperation
was underway in virtually all areas, including
at the level of the two governments, parlia-
ments and businesses.

Jaishankar conveyed Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s greetings and a personal com-
munication to Putin, and said the Indian
leader looked forward to meeting him at the
Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO)
summit and then welcoming him to India for
the BRICS Summit.

The 2026 SCO summit is being held from
August 31 to September 1 in Kyrgyzstan, while
BRICS Summit will be held in New Delhi on
September 12-13 

Govt extends special
funding to 38 former...
According to sources, Bhadradri-Kothagudem
and Mulugu in  Telangana and Al lur i
Sitharamaraju in Andhra Pradesh have also
been identified for coverage in the SRE scheme.
The district covered under the SRE scheme in
Chhattisgarh are Bastar, Bijapur, Kanker,
Narayanpur, Dhamtari, Kabirdham, Khairagarh-
Chhuikha dan-Gandai ,  Kondagaon,
Rajnandgaon, Mohla-Manpur-Ambagarh
Chowki, Gariaband, Sukma and Dantewada.
Boudh, Sundargarh (Rourkela police district) ,
Kalahandi, Korapur, Malkangiri, Nabarangpur,
Nuapada, Rayagada and Kandhamal of Odisha
find mention in the SRE scheme coverage.
Aurangabad, Gaya, Jamui and Lakhisarai of
Bihar and West Singhbhum, Bokaro, Chatra and
Latehar of Jharkhand will also be covered under
the scheme. Other districts include Balaghat
and Mandla (Madhya Pradesh), Gadhchiroli and
Gondia (Maharashtra) and Jhargram (West

Bengal).
The West Singhbhum district of Jharkhand,

which was earlier characterised as a District
of Concern was recently upgraded as Legacy
and Thrust category district. 

For the complete solution of the LWE terror-
ism, the Union home ministry has been imple-
menting a national policy and plan since
2015, which includes strengthening security
measures and undertaking development ini-
tiatives. The ministry has credited the effective
implementation of the policy for elimination
of the LWE problem.

Over the last decade, India transformed its
approach to Left-Wing Extremism, from reac-
tive containment to proactive elimination. 

Pakistan cleric killed in
mosque
This edict criticised Aslam for leading funeral
prayers for Asif Shah, a member of the Shia
community in Shadiwal. Raza said this was un-
Islamic, based on his understanding of religious
law, and that it was not allowed to lead funeral
prayers for a Shia. After that, he received
repeated threats from people connected to the
incident. 

The suspects named are Qari Aslam, his son
Rehan Aslam, Muhammad Usman, and Qasim
Shah, who is the son of the late Asif Shah. Raza
told police that Usman contacted him via
WhatsApp from Dubai on August 20, warning
of “dire consequences very soon”.

A murder case has been filed under Section
302 of the Pakistan Penal Code against the four
named suspects and several unidentified
accomplices. According to available informa-
tion, investigation teams have been formed,
and on Saturday night, the District Police Officer
of Gujrat, Faisal Shahzad, visited the hospital
to review the case.

Govt to release onions
at `35 per kilo as...
Onion will be sold at `35 per kg in the retail
market through NCCF and Nafed.  The
Government has a buffer stock of 1.21 lakh
tonnes of onion for the current year, sufficient
to meet the demand.

Data maintained by the ministry shows the
all-India average retail price of onion rose 59
per cent year-on-year to `43.53/kg on August
24, from `27.37/kg a year ago. The average
wholesale price was up 68 per cent at `35.58/kg,
against `21.23/kg in the year-ago period.
Among major cities, retail onion prices on
Monday stood at `60/kg in Chennai (`33 a year
ago), `55/kg in Delhi (`35) and `53/kg in
Kolkata.

Onion prices typically see a seasonal uptick
from August-September, on account of festive
demand, weather-related disruptions, supply-
chain movements and shifting demand patterns.
To counter this, the ministry undertakes calibrat-
ed release of buffer stocks “through bulk mandi
releases and targeted retail sales in consump-
tion centres”, a strategy it said has been consis-
tently followed in recent years.

The timing, quantity and destination of
releases are decided based on continuous
monitoring of prices and market conditions
across States. In 2024-25, 14 railway rakes car-
rying nearly 12,000 tonnes of onion buffer
stock were dispatched to five cities. In 2025-26,

this has expanded to 86 rakes carrying about
88,000 tonnes of onions to 16 major cities across
the country.

“Mandi prices in Nasik are ruling higher than
Delhi, which should be the case. It means carteli-
sation and speculation are at work,” she noted
Khare said initially, the onion will be supplied
to Chennai, Madurai, Delhi, Ernakulam and
Guwahati, with additional destinations to be
included subsequently based on emerging
market requirements. She said the Government
is keeping a close watch on prices to take further
steps. 

Khare said onion availability remains comfort-
able to meet domestic demand over the coming
months, supported by estimated 2025-26 pro-
duction of 307.37 lakh tonnes, ‘broadly on a par
with 307.67 lakh tonnes in the previous year.

Meanwhile, amid rise of sugar prices, Indian
S u gar  and Bio- Energy  M anu factu rers
Association (ISMA) has claimed that there is no
shortage of sugar in the country and said the
prices in the retail market are expected to
decline in the coming days following the
Government’s decision to allow imports
besides imposing stock holding limits on
traders and bulk consumers.  Addressing a
press conference, Indian Sugar and Bio-Energy
Manufacturers Association (ISMA) President
Niraj Shirgaokar said the prices have risen due
to various factors, including speculative buying
by traders and bulk consumers as well as lower
production than estimated.

On Monday, the average all-India retail
prices of sugar stood at `63.05 per kg, 29 per
cent higher than `48.73 per kg a month back.
The maximum retail price on Monday stood at
`75 per kg, while the model price was hover-
ing at  `65 per  kg,  according to the 
Government data.  

Delhi drowns as rains
lash north India
Vehicles were stuck in water around Rajiv
Chowk, while school buses and ambulances
were also caught in waterlogging on Sohna
Road. 

The Gurugram administration on Monday
advised corporate offices to allow employees
to work from home on Tuesday and ordered
government and private schools and education-
al institutions to conduct classes online in view
of heavy rainfall and the possibility of water-
logging and traffic congestion.

The district administration said Gurugram
received 70 mm of rainfall by 1.30 pm. 

In Delhi too, several key stretches, including
parts of Lutyens’ Delhi, Mathura Road,
Connaught Place, Bhairon Marg, ITO and the
Zakhira underpass, were waterlogged, trigger-
ing traffic snarls. Waist-deep water, bumper-to-
bumper traffic and life brought to a standstill
marked the day’s heavy downpour, as gusty
winds and showers lashed the national Capital,
with a few areas recording almost 67 mm of
rain.

Many parts of UP witnessed light to moder-
ate showers and isolated heavy downpours, dis-
rupting normal life in urban pockets, the
meteorological department said. Monsoon
remained normal across UP over the past 24
hours, it said.

In Ghaziabad, heavy spells led to severe
waterlogging across major roads and low-lying
residential sectors, causing massive traffic
congestion. In a mishap captured on cameras,

an auto-rickshaw overturned after hitting a
pothole on a waterlogged stretch and passers-
by rushed to rescue the passengers, who
escaped with minor injuries.

According to the local MeT office, thunder-
storm activity was recorded at a few places over
East UP and at isolated locations in West
Uttar Pradesh during the last 24 hours (ending
at 8:30 am). Heavy rains lashed Jaipur and other
parts of eastern Rajasthan, disrupting traffic and
causing waterlogging in many places.

Kherthal-Tijara in Alwar district that comes
under the National Capital Region (NCR)
received heavy rainfall and many areas got
flooded with water. Markets, roads, residential
colonies and low-lying areas in Kishangarhbas
town was also inundated due to rain.

Jaipur, Alwar, Dholpur, Karauli, Bharatpur,
Sawai Madhopur, Dausa and Kherthal-Tijara dis-
tricts received rains. Cars and two-wheelers
were seen wading through the Moti Dungri
Road in Jaipur which was completely sub-
merged under water.

Light to moderate rain prevailed in parts of
Himachal Pradesh, blocking 98 roads for vehic-
ular traffic in the state Monday evening. As many
as 98 roads were closed for vehicular traffic,
while 21 power transformers and 21 drinking
water supply schemes were also disrupted, the
State Emergency Operation Centre (SEOC) said.

Mandi reported the highest number of road
blockages at 49, followed by Kullu (28), Kangra
(8), Shimla, Sirmaur, and Una (4 each), and
Lahaul Spiti (1). Light to moderate rains lashed
parts of the state in the past 24 hours since
Sunday evening.

Heavy rainfall, triggered by a low-pressure
system, lashed most parts of Odisha, with eight
places receiving more than 100-mm downpour
during the past 24 hours, the IMD said. Four
places in the state recorded heavy to very heavy
rainfall, while 47 places received heavy rainfall
during the period till 8.30 am on Monday, it said.

ED arrests two in
`30,000 crore digital...
Victims are estimated to have lost around
`4,000 crore. Transactions related to commodi-
ties, travel, and foreign exchange totalled over
`27,850 crore, with about `2,904 crore deposit-
ed in cash. Of this, roughly `584.70 crore was
deposited through 61,448 transactions using Bulk
Note Acceptance Machines at different locations.

Officials said these activities show a well-
organised system for collecting, moving, and
laundering money gained from cybercrime. On
July 17, 2026, investigators visited 20 places in
Mumbai and Goa pursuant to Section 17 of the
PMLA; further searches were conducted at other
locations on August 21. As a result of these oper-
ations, the agency seized approximately `3.25
crore in cash, along with digital devices, docu-
ments, and official registers. Experts are exam-
ining the seized items.

One major finding was the use of shell or
dummy companies. Many of these companies
were set up in the names of people with
modest backgrounds, such as drivers, employ-
ees, and those living in single-room homes, who
were listed as directors. Although these individ-
uals were official directors, others reportedly con-
trolled the bank accounts and companies. The
purpose of the layering process was to conceal
the origin of the funds and to enable 
them to enter the financial system or to be sent
overseas. 

BEFORE LOCAL BODY ELECTIONS, AAKYA-RAJVI 
MEETING CHANGES POLITICAL EQUATIONS IN BJP

Aakya called Rajvi his 
elder brother and 
guardian, said they will 
contest elections 
together under the 
leadership of MP CP 
Joshi, Rajvi and the 
organisation; targeted 
Jadawat with strong 
allegations

n FAIR REPORT 
CHITTORGARH

Before the local body elec-
tions, the political situa-
tion in Chittorgarh ap-
pears to be changing for the 
BJP. After the Assembly 
elections, there were re-
ports of  differences be-
tween former MLA Narpat 
Singh Rajvi and Independ-
ent MLA Chandrabhan 
Singh Aakya. Their meet-
ing has now started a new 
discussion in political cir-
cles. After the meeting, 

Aakya called Rajvi his el-
der brother and ‘guardian’. 
He clearly indicated that 
BJP leaders and workers 
would leave their differ-
ences behind and contest 
the upcoming elections to-
gether with the organisa-
tion. Aakya said that MP 
CP Joshi, Narpat Singh 
Rajvi, the BJP district pres-
ident and the entire BJP 
team would contest the Mu-

nicipal Council, Panchayat 
Samiti and Zila Parishad 
elections together. He said 
that the organisation has 
the right to distribute tick-
ets, and all workers and 
leaders would support the 
candidate chosen by the 
organisation. He also said 
that it is not wrong to hope 
for a ticket, but it is not pos-
sible to give tickets to every 
aspirant. The organisation 

would give responsibility 
after considering the abili-
ty of  workers and their 
chances of  winning the 
election. When asked about 
Rajvi’s previous work and 
role, Aakya did not make 
any direct comment. He 
said that Rajvi is a senior 
leader and it would not be 
proper to comment on him. 
Aakya said that he had 
worked under Rajvi’s lead-
ership earlier and would 
continue to work with him 
in the future. Bassi Mandal 
president Bhanwar Singh 
Kharibawdi and Pradeep 
Kabra were also present at 
the meeting.

Allegations of 
corruption and 
extortion against 
Jadawat
Aakya strongly attacked 
former Congress MLA 

Surendra Singh Jadawat 
while replying to his 
statements. He said that 
before talking about de-
velopment, Jadawat 
should present the ac-
count of  his own tenure 

before the people. Refer-
ring to several develop-
ment works carried out 
during the BJP govern-
ment, including the four-
lane road, hospital, medi-
cal college, PHED pro-

jects and riverfront, 
Aakya said that the BJP 
had focused on develop-
ment and the city’s infra-
structure. Aakya also ac-
cused Jadawat’s tenure 
of  corruption, loot, ex-

tortion and hooliganism. 
He claimed that money 
was collected through 
agents in the UIT and Mu-
nicipal Council, and cas-
es of  land grabbing had 
also come to light. Aakya 
said that the people of  
the city were aware of  
the situation during that 
period. Aakya mentioned 
the incident of  assault 
involving Congress dis-
trict president Pramod 
Sisodia and hit back at 
Jadawat. He said that be-
fore questioning the BJP, 
Congress leaders should 
look at their own record. 
Aakya said that if  there 
was any example of  
agents sitting in govern-
ment offices and collect-
ing money during the 
BJP government, it 
should be brought before 
the public.

Priority to general category candidates on general seats
Regarding ticket distribution in the local body elections, Aakya said that the 
party would give priority to candidates who could win. He said that candi-
dates from the general category would be given priority on general seats. 
However, he also made it clear that if  a candidate from another category was 
stronger and had better chances of  winning, the organisation could also con-
sider that candidate. The final decision would be taken by the organisation. 
When asked about the 2028 Assembly elections, Aakya said that he would 
contest if  the party gave him the opportunity. However, his current priority 
was to form BJP boards in the Municipal Council, Panchayat Samiti and Zila 
Parishad. He said that the BJP would contest the elections together under 
the leadership of  MP CP Joshi, Narpat Singh Rajvi, the district president 
and senior leaders. The meeting between Rajvi and Aakya, along with their 
statements after the meeting, is being seen as a message of  unity in the BJP 
before the local body elections. At the same time, Aakya’s direct attack on 
former Congress MLA Surendra Singh Jadawat indicates that the political 
contest in Chittorgarh may become more aggressive in the upcoming local 
body elections.

Be Careful If You Get a Link to Check Your Name in the Voter 
List, Your Bank Account Could Be Empty With One Click

Cyber fraudsters may 
target voters, 
candidates and 
election staff before 
local body elections; 
fake links, OTPs, QR 
codes and fake videos 
may be used for fraud

n FAIR REPORT 
CHITTORGARH
Cyber fraudsters may target 
voters, election candidates, 
political workers and election 
staff  during the upcoming lo-
cal body and Panchayati Raj 
elections. Rajasthan Police 
has issued an advisory to pro-
tect people from cyber fraud 
and fake information. Chit-
torgarh Police has also ap-
pealed to people to be careful 
with election-related messag-
es, links, OTPs and QR codes. 

Cyber fraudsters may send 
WhatsApp or SMS messages 
such as ‘Check Your Name in 
the Voter List’, ‘Your Polling 
Booth Has Changed’ or ‘Up-
date Your Voter Card’ with 
fake links. Clicking 
on such links can 
put personal and 
banking informa-
tion at risk. Police 
advised voters to 
use only the official 
websites of  the 
State Election Commission, 
Rajasthan and CEO Ra-
jasthan for election-related 
information.  Fraudsters may 
also call people by pretending 
to be election officers and ask 
for OTP, bank details, UPI PIN 
or other personal information 
in the name of  voter card veri-
fication or updating. Police 

said never share OTP or UPI 
PIN with anyone. Candidates 
and political workers have also 
been warned about UPI links 
and QR codes sent in the name 
of  election donations or fund 

raising. Police 
said that a UPI 
PIN is never re-
quired to receive 
money. Check 
the transaction 
details before 
scanning any 

QR code or entering a PIN.  
Fake videos, audio clips, 
speeches and deepfake content 
using the names of  political 
leaders may also be circulated 
during elections. Police ad-
vised people not to believe or 
forward such content without 
checking it through an official 
source. Candidates and politi-

cal workers have been advised 
to activate Two-Step Verifica-
tion (2FA) on Facebook, Insta-
gram, X and WhatsApp. They 
should use strong passwords 
and never share login details 
through unknown links. Ad-
mins of  election-related 
WhatsApp groups have also 
been advised to allow only 
trusted members to post mes-
sages. The ‘Only Admins’ op-
tion can be used to reduce the 
spread of  fake or objectiona-
ble content. aElection staff  
should not share sensitive 
election data or EVM/
VVPAT-related information 
through personal devices, un-
safe networks or Public Wi-Fi. 
Unknown election-related 
emails, links or attachments 
should not be opened without 
verification.

National Sports Competition Begins at Sainik 
School Chittorgarh, 325 Cadets to Compete

Three-day event 
includes athletics, 
volleyball and 
basketball; quiz and 
debate competitions 
will also be held

n FAIR REPORT 
CHITTORGARH

The Group Level All India 
Sainik Schools National 
Sports Competition began 
at Sainik School Chittor-
garh on Monday. Regional 
Transport Officer Chittor-
garh Nemi Chand Pareek 
was the Chief  Guest and 
Colonel Anil Dev Singh 
Jasrotia was the Special 
Guest. The guests took the 
salute of  the march past 
and started the competi-
tion by lighting the sports 

torch. The march past was 
led by School Vice Captain 
Cadet Karan Jhorad. He 
also administered the 
sports oath to all the play-
ers. School Vice Principal 
Lieutenant Colonel Isha 
Thakral, Senior Master 
Omkar Singh and Compe-
tition Coordinator Man-
jeet Singh welcomed the 
guests. A total of  325 par-
ticipants, including 132 
girls, from 10 Sainik 
Schools of  Rajasthan, 
Madhya Pradesh and Ut-
tar Pradesh are taking 
part in the competition. 
Sainik Schools Rewa, 
Mainpuri, Amethi, Chit-
torgarh, Mathura, Govind 
Nagar, Prayagraj, Azam-
garh, Mandsaur and Jodh-

pur are participating. 
During the three-day 
event, competitions in 
athletics, volleyball and 
basketball will be held. 
Quiz and debate competi-
tions will also be organ-
ised to test the students’ 
knowledge, reasoning 
skills, communication 
and understanding of  cur-
rent affairs. The Chief  
Guest said that sports not 
only keep the body healthy 
and strong but also teach 
discipline, leadership, 
team spirit, confidence, 
patience and the ability to 
face challenges. He said 
these qualities are very 
important for Sainik 
School cadets, as many of  
them may take responsi-

bility for the country’s 
defence and nation build-
ing in the future. The com-
petition started with the 
Sub-Junior Girls 100-me-
tre race. Cadet Bhanvi of  
Sainik School Mathura 
stood first, Cadet Cham-
rathi Stuti of  Sainik 
School Rewa stood second 
and Cadet Madhavi of  
Sainik School Amethi 
stood third. In the Sub-
Junior Girls 200-metre 
race, Cadet Rudrakshi of  
Sainik School Rewa se-
cured first place, Cadet 
Shravani of  Sainik School 
Mainpuri secured second 
place and Cadet Parkshi 
Gupta of  Sainik School 
Mathura secured third 
place.
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