
From Rome to Rajasthan: Can a Chief Secretary 
Turn Governance Into a 2047 Advantage?
V. Srinivas takes 
India’s next-
generation 
governance model to 
a global forum—and 
brings Rajasthan’s 
reform story into the 
international 
conversation

n HEMRAJ TIKAM  
CHAND TIWARI 
FAIR REPORT
JAIPUR

For Rajasthan, the signifi-
cance of  Chief  Secretary 
V. Srinivas’ address in 
Rome extends well beyond 
the podium. At the 51st an-
nual conference of  the Eu-
ropean Group for Public 
Administration (EGPA) at 
Sapienza University, Srin-
ivas, in his capacity as 
President of  the Interna-
tional Institute of  Admin-
istrative Sciences (IIAS), 
placed India’s evolving 
model of  administrative 
reform, digital govern-
ance and citizen-centric 
service delivery before an 

international audience.
But beneath the lan-

guage of  digital infra-
structure, artificial in-
telligence and adminis-
trative reform lies a 
more consequential 
question: can technology 
make government mean-
ingfully better for the 
citizen?

That question sits at 
the heart of  Srinivas’ 
governance argument.

From files to plat-
forms Speaking on the 
conference theme, “Pub-
lic Governance for the 
Common Good: Human 
Intelligence Serving the 
Global Community,” 
Srinivas argued that gov-
ernments can no longer 
rely on conventional ad-
ministrative systems in a 
rapidly changing world.

India’s experience, 
he said, demonstrates 
how technology can re-
duce the distance be-
tween citizens and the 
state, improve ease of  

living and doing busi-
ness, and make griev-
ance redressal more ac-
cessible and responsive.

The significance for 
Rajasthan is particularly 
relevant. Under the ‘Vik-
sit Rajasthan@2047’ vi-
sion, the state is attempt-
ing to align administra-
tive capacity with a 
longer-term develop-
ment roadmap. Srinivas 

highlighted platforms 
such as Rajasthan Sam-
park for grievance re-
dressal, Raj-Kaj Analyt-
ics for monitoring de-
partmental performance, 
Mission Rajeevika for 
women’s empowerment 
and Raj Unnati for re-
viewing major infra-
structure projects.

The common thread 
is clear: administration 
is increasingly moving 
from files and periodic 
reviews towards real-
time information, meas-
urable outcomes and cit-
izen-facing platforms. 
That transition, however, 
is not simply a technolo-
gy exercise. It demands 
institutional accounta-
bility, trained officials, 
reliable data and, above 
all, an administration 
willing to act on what the 
data reveals.

Why Rajasthan has an 
advantage This is where 
Srinivas’ international 
role assumes importance 

for Rajasthan. In June 
2025, he became the first 
Indian elected President 
of  the IIAS, placing an In-
dian administrator at the 
helm of  one of  the world’s 
leading institutions deal-
ing with public adminis-
tration. His second con-
secutive presidential ad-
dress at the EGPA confer-
ence therefore gives Ra-
jasthan something few 
states routinely possess: a 
direct administrative link 
between its reform agen-
da and the global conver-
sation on governance. 
The advantage, however, 
will ultimately be meas-
ured not by international 
recognition but by out-
comes at home. If  griev-
ance platforms result in 
faster resolution, analyt-
ics lead to better depart-
mental performance, dig-
ital systems reduce bu-
reaucratic friction and 
infrastructure monitor-
ing prevents delays, then 
administrative reform 

moves beyond rhetoric.
That is the real test of  
Viksit Rajasthan@2047. 
The next frontier: AI, DPI 
and the human adminis-
trator Srinivas also point-
ed towards the next phase 
of  governance—Digital 
Public Infrastructure, 
end-to-end digitisation, 
Aadhaar-enabled servic-
es, single-window sys-
tems and Artificial Intel-
ligence. But there is an 
important qualification 
in his approach: technol-
ogy cannot substitute for 
public administration. 
Transparency, social eq-
uity, justice and account-
ability, he emphasised, 
remain essential to effec-
tive policy implementa-
tion.

That distinction 
matters.

The danger of  digital 
governance is not merely 
technological failure; it is 
the possibility of  creating 
faster systems that re-

main insensitive to citi-
zens. The challenge, there-
fore, is to combine ma-
chine intelligence with 
human judgement—pre-
cisely the balance reflect-
ed in the Rome confer-
ence’s theme.

A global platform, a 
Rajasthan opportunity

More than 900 re-
search proposals from 
over 70 countries have 
been received for the 51st 
EGPA annual conference. 
Srinivas is also scheduled 
to engage with the EGPA 
Steering Committee and 
Permanent Study Groups 
and participate in the 
Transatlantic and Medi-
terranean Dialogues.

He is scheduled to be 
part of  the IIAS delega-
tion for a courtesy meet-
ing with Pope Leo XIV at 
Vatican City on August 29.

Yet the larger story re-
mains closer to home.

Rajasthan’s aspiration 
to become a developed 

state by 2047 will require 
more than capital invest-
ment, infrastructure and 
policy announcements. It 
will require an adminis-
tration capable of  convert-
ing policy into outcomes—
and outcomes into public 
trust. Srinivas’ Rome ad-
dress puts that challenge 
in sharp perspective. For 
Rajasthan, having a Chief  
Secretary who is simulta-
neously engaged in shap-
ing the international dis-
course on public adminis-
tration is undoubtedly an 
advantage. But the real 
opportunity is bigger: to 
turn Rajasthan itself  into 
a laboratory where global 
governance ideas are test-
ed against local realities 
and successful innova-
tions become everyday 
public service.

That is where the 
promise of  Viksit Ra-
jasthan@2047 will ulti-
mately be judged—not in 
conference halls, but in 
the lives of  citizens.
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“This Nation Is Not a Dharamshala”: 
Amit Shah Draws the Line 
on India’s Security Future

Home Minister 
unveils AI-driven, 
infiltrator-free 
blueprint at 
NSSC’s closing 
session

n FAIR REPORT 
NEW DELHI
Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah delivered a 
blunt, forward-looking 
charge to India’s top secu-
rity brass on Monday, clos-
ing the Intelligence Bu-
reau’s National Security 
Strategies Conference 
with a warning and a road-
map in equal measure. 
“This nation is not a dhar-
amshala,” he declared. 
“Only citizens have the 
right to live here — infil-
trators threaten our secu-
rity, economy and demog-
raphy alike.”

Anchoring his address 
to PM Modi’s Viksit 
Bharat 2047 vision, Shah 
said a developed India de-
mands unbreakable inter-
nal security — and that 
foresight, not firefighting, 
must define it. He credited 
state police, central agen-
cies and CAPF for neutral-
ising India’s three histor-
ic security hotspots, and 

hailed the overnight PFI 
ban as the benchmark for 
Centre-state coordination.

The Minister unveiled 
a tech-forward vision: an 
integrated CCTNS-ICJS-
NatGrid-NAFIS data bank 
designed to “talk to it-
self,” AI-powered threat 
detection, and a Multi-
Agency Centre set to 
quadruple its capacity. On 

justice, he flagged 37,000 
annual forensic graduates 
and a goal of  25% higher 
conviction rates within 
three years.

Shah announced a 
four-point border security 
doctrine shared with all 
land-border states, a 
three-D narcotics strategy 
— Detect, Disrupt, De-
stroy — and revealed 274 

fugitives brought back 
since 2019 via Bharatpol. 
Every state, he directed, 
must appoint a senior 
nodal officer to make In-
dia infiltrator-free “in the 
shortest possible time.” 
His closing message was 
clear: visualise tomor-
row’s threats today — be-
fore they become decades-
long scars.

“As Fair Report completes one remarkable year, I, as Principal Editor, extend heartfelt thanks to every reader and 
well-wisher for your warmth and greetings. Your trust strengthens our resolve to pursue truth fearlessly, hold 
power accountable, and give voice to the voiceless. This milestone belongs to you as much as it does to us. Let us 

together keep igniting the true spirit of journalism — honest, fearless, and rooted in service.”

100 Kg of Suspect Mawa, 
Gulab Jamun Paste 

Destroyed in Phulera
Food safety team 
collects 10 samples 
during crackdown 
under Rajasthan’s 
‘Shuddh Aahar, 
Milawat Par Waar’ 
campaign

n FAIR REPORT 
JAIPUR

A food safety inspection in 
Phulera-Sambhar on Tues-
day resulted in the destruc-
tion of  nearly 100 kg of  sus-
pected substandard and 
spoiled food material, as au-
thorities intensified action 
under the Rajasthan govern-
ment’s Shuddh Aahar, Mila-
wat Par Waar campaign. A 
Food Safety team led by the 
CMHO Jaipur-II inspected 
sweet shops and manufactur-
ing premises in Phulera, col-
lecting 10 food samples for 
laboratory testing. At Rahul 
Misthan Bhandar, officials 
found mawa being used for 
preparing sweets. The mate-
rial, reportedly procured 
from outside, appeared sub-
standard and sour during 
preliminary inspection. A 
sample of  the mawa was col-
lected and the material was 
destroyed on the spot. Offi-

cials also collected a sample 
of  mawa barfi for laboratory 
analysis. In a second inspec-
tion at the Sharma Misthan 
Bhandar manufacturing unit 
at Pipli Ka Bas, officials found 
around 50 kg of  prepared 
mawa-and-refined-flour paste 
stored in a cold room for mak-
ing gulab jamuns. The paste 
had reportedly deteriorated 
and was deemed unfit for use. 
The suspected spoiled mate-
rial was sampled and subse-
quently destroyed at the 
premises. Samples of  milk 
cake and milk were also col-
lected for testing. CMHO 
Jaipur-II Dr Manish Mittal 
said the inspections were 
aimed at preventing the sale 
and use of  unsafe food prod-
ucts and ensuring compli-
ance with food safety stand-
ards. The collected samples 
will now undergo laboratory 
testing, while further action 
will be taken if  violations are 
confirmed. The operation 
sends a clear message to food 
businesses ahead of  the fes-
tive season: food safety rules 
are not optional, and ques-
tionable raw material will 
not be allowed to reach con-
sumers.

When the Collector 
Chose a Scooter 
Over the Siren

Jaipur Collector 
Sandeep Nayak takes 
a late-night ride 
through the walled 
city to see civic reality 
at street level
JAIPUR: In an age when 
official inspections can 
easily become convoy-led 
exercises, Jaipur District 
Collector Sandeep Nayak 
chose a different route on 
Tuesday night — a scooter, 
narrow lanes and the city 
after dark. Nayak stepped 
out late at night to take a 
first-hand look at sanita-
tion arrangements in 
Jaipur’s historic walled 
city. Instead of  travelling in 
a government vehicle, he 
reached Ajmeri Gate on a 
scooter, accompanied by 
Additional District Collec-
tor (East) Narendra Kumar 
Verma, who rode the scoot-
er while the Collector in-
spected the streets. The 
significance of  the exercise 
lay in its simplicity. The 
walled city looks different 
after midnight — when 
markets shut, crowds thin 
out and the quality of  mu-
nicipal services is easier to 
judge without the choreog-
raphy that often accompa-
nies VIP inspections.
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President Droupadi Murmu on Tuesday greeted citizens
on the eve of the harvest festival Onam and Eid-e-Milad-
un-Nabi, the birthday of Prophet Muhammad.

In a message, she said Onam is an occasion to express
gratitude to nature on the arrival of the new harvest.

“Onam celebrates our rich culture and spirit of
brotherhood. It promotes unity in diversity. Boat races,
folk dances, music and sports are important traditions
associated with this festival. They showcase the culture
and values of Keralam,” President Murmu said.

The president prayed that this auspicious festival brings
happiness, peace, good health and prosperity to all, and
inspires the citizens to contribute to the nation’s progress,
according to a statement issued by her office. (PTI)

States Focus

MURMU GREETS CITIZENS ON EVE
OF ONAM, PROPHET’S BIRTHDAY

Chief Minister N Rangasamy told the Assembly on
Tuesday that the Government had taken steps to ensure
adequate and potable drinking water across the 
union territory.

Intervening in the debate on the motion of thanks to
the Lieutenant Governor’s address, Rangasamy said the
administration had initiated measures, particularly in
urban areas, to ensure a regular supply of drinking water
amid complaints from some areas about brackish water.

Rangasamy said the Government had proposed a
seawater desalination project and was considering
drilling deep borewells, up to 1,700 feet, in rural areas
such as Pandasozhanallur and Sivaranthagam. (PTI)

GOVT TAKING STEPS TO ENSURE
WATER SUPPLY: PUDUCHERRY CM

ABHINAV KUMAR JHA
n New Delhi

In the corridors of the
Bharatiya Janata Party,
winning an election has
never been the finish line. It
is, as the party’s newly
appointed national vice pres-
ident Lal Singh Arya describes
it, merely the starting gun for
the next one.

Days after being elevated
from national president of
the party’s Scheduled Caste
Morcha to one of 13 national
vice presidents under BJP
chief Nitin Nabin, Arya used
his first detailed interview
since the promotion to lay
out a philosophy that has
powered his party’s rise
across the country: govern as
if the next election has
already begun. “For us, an
election is never a one-time
event,” Arya said. “The day we
win, we go back into cam-
paign mode. We serve people
honestly, we deliver develop-
ment, and we keep winning

their trust.  That is  the
method. That is the mantra
we all follow.”

It is a claim that, coming
from a lesser leader, might
sound like routine political
posturing. But Arya backed it
with numbers that are diffi-
cult to dismiss. The BJP today
leads NDA Governments in 22
states, he pointed out, and is
on course for an unprece-
dented third consecutive
term at the Centre, a feat only
a handful of parties in India’s
democratic history have
managed.

“This did not happen by
chance,” Arya said. “A party
whose roots run deep, that
has struggled, built its own
traditions, and won the
hearts of ordinary people
over decades, does not treat
elections as occasional
battles. It treats every day as
preparation.”

He went further, suggest-
ing the BJP’s ambitions are
not limited to States it already
governs. In states where the

party is  yet to form a
Government, he said, a shift
is quietly underway. People,
he claimed, are increasingly
convinced that only the BJP
can deliver the development
their States need, and it is
only a matter of time before
that sentiment translates 
into votes.

Asked how the party
decides who gets what
responsibility, an especially
pointed question given his

own journey from a caste-
specific organisational post to
a mainstream leadership
role, Arya offered a glimpse
into how the BJP’s internal
machinery works.  He
described it as a system of
quiet observation, where the
party watches how a worker
performs before deciding
where to place him next.
“The party decides, I execute,”
he said. “It is like choosing the
right soldier for the right

post, someone who can actu-
ally deliver on what is 
expected of him.”

The conversation then
turned to an unlikely chapter
in Arya’s own political career,
one that still draws curious
smiles from journalists and
colleagues alike. Long before
he became a national vice
president, Arya served as
India’s first-ever Happiness
Minister, heading a newly
created department in the
Madhya Pradesh Government
under then chief minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan.

It was, by his own admis-
sion, a portfolio that invited
plenty of scepticism when it
was announced. “People
used to ask me, quite openly,
what does a Happiness
Ministry even do,” Arya
recalled, with what appeared
to be a mix of amusement
and pride. “Even people close
to me weren’t sure if it was a
serious department or just an
unusual title someone had
dreamed up.”

He credited Chouhan with
the original vision behind
the idea, describing it as an
experiment in governance
that looked beyond roads
and infrastructure to some-
thing harder to measure,
public wellbeing itself .
Despite the early mockery,
Arya insisted the department
carried out real initiatives
during his tenure, and pre-
dicted that India would
slowly come to appreciate
the value of Governments
thinking about happiness as
seriously as they think about
growth.

For a leader who has spent
decades in the trenches of
Madhya Pradesh politics and
five years building the BJP’s
Dalit outreach machinery
nationally, the message in
this interview was unmis-
takable. 

In Arya’s BJP, there is no
such thing as a party at rest,
only a party perpetually cam-
paigning for the next
mandate.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
n Jammu

A construction worker
engaged by a private engi-
neering company on the
D e l h i - A m r i t s a r - K a t r a
Expressway was killed, and
two others sustained injuries
on Tuesday when an under-
construction portion of an
elevated flyover collapsed
near Jakh in the Vijaypur
area of Samba district and
the Sidhra area of Nagrota in
Jammu.

The deceased worker has
been identified as 26-year-
old Gotam Sahu. He hailed
from the Samastipur dis-
trict of Bihar. He was crushed
to death in the course of a
segment launching near
Jakh. His dead body was
retrieved from the accident
site after a gap of two long
hours. Angry workers staged

a protest demanding ade-
quate compensation for the
next of kin of the deceased
worker. 

According to coworkers,
Gotam Sahu is survived by
his wife and three minor
kids, including two daugh-
ters and one son. Another
labourer suffered head
injuries and was evacuated
to nearby AIIMS, Vijaypur
hospital, the officials said. In

a separate incident near
Sidhra in Jammu, a 45-year-
old construction worker
identified as Budhi Singh,
from Ramban, sustained
injuries after the shuttering
material of an under-con-
struction flyover collapsed.

Following the tragedy,
Regional Officer of the
National Highways Authority
of India (NHAI) RS Yadav has
initiated an inquiry to ascer-
tain the circumstances of the
accident.

Speaking to reporters in
Jammu, the Regional Officer
of the National Highways
Authority of India said the
collapse occurred around
10:10 am while workers were
engaged in “segment
launching” and making
minor adjustments to a con-
crete bridge pier/girder
structure, which suddenly
gave way. 

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
n New Delhi

The Indian Institute of
Technology (IIT) Delhi has
constituted a five-member
External Inquiry Committee
to investigate the circum-
stances leading to the death
of MSc Physics student
Rishikesh Kumar, two days
after nearly 300 students
protested on campus
demanding an independent
inquiry into his death. The
institute has asked the com-
mittee to submit its report
within two weeks. The devel-
opment comes after out-
raged students staged
protests on campus, prompt-
ing the administration to
order suspension of classes
on Monday.

The committee comprises
former Uttarakhand Director
General of Police Ashok
Kumar, who is also an IIT
Delhi alumnus and currently
Vice Chancellor of Sports
University Haryana; Professor
Pratap Sharma, Head of the
Department of Psychiatry at
AIIMS New Delhi; two student
representatives; and the IIT
Delhi Registrar, who will
serve as the secretary and

convenor. The panel will
interact with relevant stu-
dents, faculty members, and
administrative offices, review
existing protocols and
processes, and make recom-
mendations based on its 
findings.

“The institute will ensure
that the committee is given
the necessary mandate to
examine the matter compre-
hensively and to identify any
further measures that may be
required to strengthen
student support systems.  “In
addition, an external
ombudsperson is proposed
to be appointed to address

student grievances that
remain unresolved through
the existing internal mecha-
nisms,” the official added.
The institute has further
invited students to come
forward with their sugges-
tions and concerns so that it
can continuously improve
its systems and create a safer,
more responsive and sup-
portive campus environment.

The 31-year-old MSc Physics
student died on Saturday
after allegedly jumping from
the sixth floor of a campus
building. Police said there
was no suicide note, but a
mobile phone found in the

deceased’s pocket would be
examined. Prima facie, no
injury marks other than those
attributable to the fall were
found on his body, they
added. As part of the investi-
gation, the student’s coun-
selling records and other rel-
evant information are being
obtained from the institute,
the police said, adding that
they are looking into the cir-
cumstances leading to his
death and verifying all avail-
able information.

According to an email sent
by IIT Delhi Director Rangan
Banerjee to students early
Tuesday morning, the com-
mittee will speak to relevant
students and faculty
members, examine the func-
tioning of concerned admin-
istrative offices, review exist-
ing protocols and processes,
and make recommendations.

“We are deeply saddened
by the untimely loss of
Rishikesh Kumar, our MSc
Physics student,” Banerjee
said in the email.

“The student joined IIT-
Delhi in July 2025 and was
residing in a hostel on
campus. He was an academ-
ically bright student.
Following concerns raised

by fellow students a few days
after the Holi festivities earlier
this year, he was immediate-
ly referred to the IIT-Delhi
Hospital through the institute
ambulance. He was assessed
and supported by the insti-
tute psychiatrist, following
which his family said that
they want to take him to a
specialised hospital,” an IIT-
Delhi statement said.

“Thereafter, he underwent
approximately one month of
inpatient treatment at the
specialised hospital before
being discharged. The
student subsequently
requested withdrawal from
the second semester (Jan-
May 2026),  which was
approved by the institute. In
July, his health records were
reviewed, and medical advice
was again given that he
should continue to remain
under parental supervision.

“He was provided coun-
sel l ing  and treatment  
support by the institute
counsellor/doctor in both
July and August 2026. His
request for withdrawal 
from the third semester
(July-Nov 2026) was also
approved by the institute,”
the statement added.

PIONEER  NEWS SERVICE
n New Delhi

The Congress on Tuesday
alleged that the way the
caste census was being con-
ducted in the country was a
“betrayal of the people”,
“self-sabotage” and a “white-
wash” by the Government,
as it asserted that the caste
count in its present form was
unacceptable.

Congress general secre-
tary Jairam Ramesh made
the assertion at a press con-
ference after releasing to
the media the latest letter by
Leaders of the Opposition
Mallikarjun Kharge and
Rahul Gandhi to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi over
the caste census issue.

“The Congress party
believes that the way the
caste census is being con-
ducted in the country is a
betrayal of the people.
Instead of deceiving the
public,  the Modi
Government should conduct
the caste census in the
country in the right and
honest manner,” Ramesh
said.

“The chief minister who
got it done in Bihar is now
with the NDA; they should
get it done in the manner it
was done in Bihar and
Telangana,” the Congress
leader said in an apparent
swipe at JD(U) chief Nitish
Kumar. Initially, Modi did
not want to conduct a caste
census for many years, but
since the announcement of
the census, he has been
continuously doing “U-
turns”, Ramesh alleged.

“We will not accept the
way this census is being
conducted, because it is just

a whitewash. Leaders of our
party have written several
letters, to which no response
has come yet, but we will not
let go of this issue.

“We hope that Prime
Minister Modi will take our
letters and their suggestions
seriously,” Ramesh said at
the press conference along
with Congress’  OBC
Department head Anil ‘Jai
Hind’ Yadav.

Ramesh said the notifica-
tion on caste census stated
that 40 questions would be
asked and the 10th question
would be linked to caste.

SAUGAR SENGUPTA n Kolkata

War of words ensued between Suvendu
Adhikari and Mamata Banerjee, with the
latter wondering whether she had been
kept under house arrest after the Bengal
Chief Minister asked her to remain
indoors instead of creating a nuisance
for his Government.

In what the Trinamool Congress chief
described as a “new low” in Indian pol-
itics, Banerjee alleged that Adhikari
was “threatening me with house arrest,”
after the Chief Minister asked her to
remain indoors.

Suvendu Adhikari “while seated in a
Government office, has brazenly threat-
ened me, publicly declaring that he will
ensure I cannot even leave my home,”
Banerjee alleged, saying she would like
to call upon the President of India and
the people of the country to see things
for themselves.

Apparently targeting the Chief
Minister, she said, “political power can
scare you for some time”, but it was the
people who give the final reply against
“arrogance.”

The dispute comes amid rising
embers over the alleged “selective”
and “delayed” disbursement of monthly
financial assistance of `3,000 for eligi-
ble women in Bengal under the
Annapurna Bhandar scheme.

The war of words also ensued in the
wake of Banerjee saying that she would
not retire from politics and that she
would live till she saw the end of the BJP
from the country.

Reacting to the allegations levelled by
the TMC chairperson regarding “mis-
management” of the Annapurna
Bhandar scheme and resultant protests,

Adhikari had allegedly said that there
were lots of false charges being levelled
by his predecessor, asking her to refrain
from sullying the State politics and
remain indoors instead. He would
ensure that Banerjee remained indoors,
the TMC chief alleged.

Adhikari had said, “Let her stay on
Facebook in the afternoon; she doesn’t
need to come out on the streets. I will
make arrangements to ensure that she
cannot come out on the streets.”

Referring to the delayed implemen-
tation of the Annapurna scheme,
Adhikari said that everyone save the inel-
igible candidates would get the bene-
fits of the scheme. “There is no point
pressurising me because this scheme
would apply to only those people who
are eligible,” Adhikari said.

Incidentally a number of TMC leaders
including former Ministers who have
been taken into custody by the police
on various charges of corruption, vio-
lence etc after the fall of the Trinamool
Government early this year there have
been several incidents of egg attacks on
them from the public. 

SAUGAR SENGUPTA
n Kolkata

In a big relief for Trinamool
Congress general secretary
Abhishek Banerjee,  the
Calcutta High Court on
Tuesday restrained the
police from taking coercive
measures against him in
three criminal cases till
November 30.

After hearing both sides,
the Bench of Justice Saugato
Bhattacharya directed
Banerjee to cooperate with
the police, holding, however,
that interrogation was
presently not necessary. The
Court also directed the police
to serve a notice to the TMC
MP from Diamond Harbour at
least 48 hours before the
hearing and submit a report
before it regarding the
progress of the investigation
process. Tuesday’s order

would not have any bearing
on a previous Supreme Court
order allowing Banerjee to
travel out of India for treat-
ment. Banerjee is also the
nephew of former Bengal
Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee.

“The order passed today
shall not in any way curtail
the right of the petitioner to
go abroad for treatment in

terms of the order passed by
the Hon’ble Supreme Court
on August 10, 2026, for treat-
ment, subject to compliance
of conditions mentioned in
the said order,” the Tuesday
order read.

Banerjee has been facing
several cases, including those
of corruption and publicly
threatening the Opposition
leaders.

Winning elections just start of next battle: Lal Singh

Mamata accuses Suvendu of threatening her with house arrest

Betrayal of people: Congress
slams Govt’s caste census format

Worker killed, two injured as
flyover portion collapses in J&K

High Court restrains police from
arresting Abhishek Banerjee

IIT-Delhi sets up inquiry committee to probe MSc student’s death

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
n Bhopal

Chief Minister Mohan Yadav
on Tuesday directed senior
officials to ensure that public
grievances and routine
citizen-related works are
resolved within stipulated
timelines, preferably before
they reach the CM Helpline.
Reviewing 21 priority initia-
tives at Mantralaya, he said
public welfare should
remain the administration’s
highest priority.

Yadav said the
Mukhyamantri Jan Vishwas
Abhiyan 2026, under which
weekly camps and public
interaction programmes are
being organised, has shown
encouraging results over
the past three weeks. He
directed departments to
prepare a one-month
advance plan for the cam-
paign and said that if Friday
camps cannot be held due to
festivals or other reasons,
they should be organised
the following Saturday.

The Chief Minister also
announced that biometric
attendance systems are
being introduced at
Mantralaya, Vindhyachal
and Satpura buildings in
Bhopal, with a proposal to
extend the system to dis-
tricts. Senior officers will
monitor timely attendance
and disposal of official work.

On rural development,
Yadav directed officials to
finalise a campaign for free
registration of residential
land rights in village areas,
identify land required for
housing needs over the next
10 years and provide residen-
tial pattas to landless fami-
lies. He said free registration
would also help rural resi-
dents access bank loans
more easily.

He also ordered early
implementation of the
Narmada Samagra Mission,
aimed at preserving the
river’s flow and purity while

integrating pollution control,
environmental protection,
cultural participation and
inter-departmental coordi-
nation. Reviewing urban
infrastructure, Yadav said
municipal bodies must
ensure adequate drinking
water supply and proper
sewerage management. He
called for stronger technical
staffing and coordination
with the Public Health
Engineering Department.

The Chief Minister also
reviewed development of
major religious and tourism
destinations. He said `160
crore is being spent on 10
works under the Ram Van
Gaman Path project, while 
20 additional locations 
have been identified.
Development of Kamadgiri
Parikrama in Chitrakoot,
Gupt Godavari, Sati Anusuya,
Mamleshwar temple, Datia
and Orchha was also
reviewed. He said projects
worth `225 crore are being
implemented under the Shri
Krishna Patheya initiative.

For Simhastha 2028, Yadav
directed officials to focus not
only on infrastructure but
also crowd management.
Major religious sites in Ujjain
are to be developed through
a temple bond mechanism.

The meeting also
reviewed expansion of the
State Industrial Security
Force from 2,000 to 5,000
personnel, special recruit-
ment for Baiga, Bharia and
Sahariya youth, finalisation
of Home Guard recruitment
rules, creation of a Madhya
Pradesh Rapid Action Force
and an increase in the
Counter Terrorist Group
strength from 50 to 250.

Resolve public grievances 
on time: MP CM to officials

Congress general secretary Jairam Ramesh 
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NATION

Target of winning 
more than 50 wards in 
workers’ conference 
at Bharat Bagh; Joshi 
said- whoever gets the 
party ticket, everyone 
has to work to make 
the Lotus win, Akya 
said- BJP team is 
strong and elections 
will be fought strongly 
in all wards

n FAIR REPORT 
CHITTORGARH
BJP has increased its 
preparations for the Mu-
nicipal Council elections 
and organized a big work-
ers’ conference of  the City 
and Chanderia Mandals at 
Bharat Bagh on Monday. A 
large number of  workers 
were present at the confer-
ence. The workers took a 
pledge to form a BJP board 
in the Municipal Council 
with a record majority. MP 
C.P. Joshi and MLA Chan-
drabhan Singh Akya pre-
sented the development 
work done by the BJP gov-
ernments and appealed to 
the workers to work with 
full strength in the elec-
tion.

MP C.P. Joshi said that 
the enthusiasm of  the 
workers at Bharat Bagh is 

a sign that a BJP govern-
ment with a record major-
ity is going to be formed in 
the Chittorgarh Munici-
pal Council. He said that 
after having BJP govern-
ments at the Centre and in 
the state, it is now impor-
tant to have a BJP board in 
the Municipal Council so 
that development in the 
city can get more speed 
through a Triple Engine 

Government. Joshi told 
the workers that whoever 
the party selects as its can-
didate, everyone has to 
stand with that candidate 
by keeping personal likes 
and dislikes aside. He said 
that the election should be 
fought with the target of  
working together in every 
ward and making the Lo-
tus symbol win. Joshi 
mentioned the develop-

ment works in Chittor-
garh in the areas of  roads, 
railways, electricity, wa-
ter, education, medical fa-
cilities and tourism. He 
said that important pro-
jects like the Medical Col-
lege, railway doubling and 
electrification, six-lane 
road, ring road, sewerage 
and drinking water have 
been given speed. Impor-
tant work has also been 

done to show the glorious 
history of  Chittorgarh 
Fort.

He said that in the 
coming time, Chittorgarh 
will be made stronger in 
the fields of  sports, edu-
cation and medical facili-
ties. Work is moving for-
ward to bring Chambal 
water and possibilities of  
bringing Mahi water for 
irrigation are also being 

explored. Joshi said that 
this development is pos-
sible because of  the dou-
ble-engine government 
and if  BJP forms the Mu-
nicipal Council board, it 
will get more speed.

MLA Chandrabhan 
Singh Akya also men-
tioned the development 
works done during the 
BJP government. He said 
that work has been done 
in many areas including 
Chittorgarh Fort, roads, 
railways, sewerage and 
drinking water. He said 
that important projects 
like the Riverfront and 
the project from Kapasan 
Chauraha to Manpura 
Puliya are also going to 
start.

Akya targeted Con-
gress and said that BJP’s 
vision is development and 
good governance, while 
people are aware of  the al-
legations of  corruption 
and poor administration 
during the Congress gov-
ernment. He claimed that 
many Congress workers 
also believe that BJP is 
going to form the board in 
Chittorgarh. He asked the 
workers to work hard in 
every ward and keep the 
target of  making the BJP 

candidate win.
Akya said that the 

BJP team is strong and 
the election will be fought 
strongly in all wards with 
the strength of  the organ-
ization. He appealed to 
the workers to remain 
fully active in the election 
campaign till the end. 
BJP District President 
Ratan Gadri said that BJP 
governments have con-
tinuously worked for de-
velopment from Atal Bi-
hari Vajpayee to Naren-
dra Modi and in Rajasthan 
from Bhairon Singh Shek-
hawat and Vasundhara 
Raje to Bhajan Lal Shar-
ma. He said that many 
development works have 
also been done in Chittor-
garh under the leadership 
of  the MP and MLA. Ga-
dri set a target of  winning 
more than 50 wards in the 
Municipal Council and 
forming a strong board. 
He said that whoever gets 
the party ticket, every 
worker will have to accept 
the decision and work 
with full dedication to 
make the candidate win. 
During the conference, 
workers raised their 
hands and took a pledge to 
remain united in support 

of  the BJP candidate and 
form a BJP board in the 
Municipal Council. Mu-
nicipal election in-charge 
and former Mavli MLA 
Dharmanaryan Joshi and 
District Organization Co-
Incharge Narendra Jain 
also appealed to the work-
ers to enter the election 
with a proper strategy 
and strengthen the organ-
ization at the booth level. 
During the program, 
Anant Samdani was ap-
pointed as Municipal 
Election Co-Convenor. 
Former Congress City 
General Secretary Narot-
tam Heda and Rajkumar 
Jain joined the BJP. The 
welcome address was giv-
en by Municipal Election 
Convenor Sushil Sharma. 
The program was con-
ducted by BJP City Presi-
dent Gaurav Tyagi, while 
Co-Convenor Anant Sam-
dani gave the vote of  
thanks. BJP office-bear-
ers, Mandal presidents, 
ward coordinators and a 
large number of  workers 
were present at the con-
ference. The workers 
again took a pledge to re-
main united and form a 
BJP board in the Munici-
pal Council.

BJP’s ‘Triple Engine’ Push in Chittorgarh, 
Joshi-Akya Present Development Report Card

At the workers’ 
conference at Srinath 
Garden, message to 
fight elections 
together by leaving 
factionalism; Sisodia 
said whoever gets the 
ticket, the whole 
Congress will be 
responsible for the 
victory, Jadawat 
targeted Akya

n FAIR REPORT 
CHITTORGARH
Before the Municipal 
Council elections, Con-
gress tried to give a mes-
sage of  unity in the organi-
zation through a workers’ 
conference at Srinath Gar-
den. The biggest political 
discussion at the confer-
ence was about the picture 
in which Congress District 
President Pramod Sisodia 
and former MLA Surendra 
Singh Jadawat were seen 

together on the same stage 
for the first time after Siso-
dia became the District 
Congress President. Both 
leaders gave a message to 
workers to fight the elec-
tions together and 
strengthen the organiza-
tion.

Sisodia-Jadawat seen 
together on one stage 
for the first time

During the conference, 
Sisodia talked about the 
old differences and said 
that now it is time to move 
forward. He appealed to 
the workers to leave per-
sonal anger and factional-
ism and work for the or-
ganization. He said that 
the Municipal Council 
elections are very impor-
tant for Congress and all 
leaders and workers will 
have to work together. Siso-
dia started his speech by 

thanking Block Congress 
President Anil Soni. He 
said that he was invited to 
a Block Congress meeting 
after a long time. During 
this, he also said that he 
had invited former MLA 
Jadawat several times to 
District Congress meet-
ings, but he did not come. 
However, he later clearly 
said that now it is time to 
leave the old issues behind 
and work together.

Everyone has the right 
to ask for a ticket, 
victory is the 
responsibility of the 
party

He said that last time 
also, despite many differ-
ences, Congress fought the 
elections together and was 
successful in forming the 
board. This time, when all 
the major leaders are on 
one stage, the result should 
be even better. He said that 

the party leadership has the 
right to decide the candi-
dates and every worker has 
the right to ask for a ticket. 
Sisodia said that asking for 
a ticket is not the ambition 
of  a worker, but a part of  
the democratic process. But 
after getting the party elec-
tion symbol, it is the respon-
sibility of  the entire Con-
gress to make that candi-
date win. The victory or 
defeat of  one candidate can-
not be seen only as an indi-
vidual’s victory or defeat. It 
is the victory or defeat of  
the entire party.

Municipal Council 
election called the 
semi-final of Assembly 
elections

He advised the workers 
to avoid disputes after tick-
et distribution and said that 
whoever gets the party tick-
et should get full support. 

He called the Municipal 
Council elections the semi-
final of  the upcoming As-
sembly elections and said 
that a strong performance 
by Congress in the city 
would also create an atmos-
phere for the Panchayat and 
Assembly elections ahead. 
Sisodia also gave a message 
to the leaders regarding 
ticket distribution in the 
organization. He said that 
in wards where the popula-
tion of  Scheduled Caste and 
minority communities is 
higher, local and grassroots 
workers should be given an 
opportunity. Senior leaders 
should focus on strengthen-
ing the organization in-
stead of  seeking tickets 
from every ward. He said 
that municipal elections 
are basically an election of  
workers and workers are 
the real strength of  the par-
ty.

‘The ice has melted’, 
hope to work together 
now

After the conference, 
while talking to the media, 
Sisodia said that the dis-
tance that had continued for 
a long time should now end. 
He said that Congress work-
ers are happy that all the 
leaders are sitting together. 
When asked about his state-
ment on the stage, he said 
that he had not made any 
personal remark but had 
only stated the situation as 
it was. He said that the ice 
had to melt someday and 
now that it has melted, it is 
a good thing. He hoped that 
in the future, all leaders 
would attend each other’s 
meetings and programs 
wherever the District Con-
gress holds them, and dis-
cussions about factionalism 
would end. However, he also 
said that the public will de-

cide how much electoral 
impact this unity will have.

Jadawat targets Akya, 
raises issue of 
development works
Former MLA Surendra Sin-
gh Jadawat, meanwhile, indi-
cated that the development 
works done during the Con-
gress government would be 
made an election issue. He 
targeted BJP MLA Chan-
drabhan Singh Akya and 
said that many major devel-
opment works visible in Chit-
torgarh were done during the 
Congress government and 
the tenure of  former Chief  
Minister Ashok Gehlot. Jad-
awat mentioned bridges, 
roads, Chanderia underpass, 
drinking water schemes and 
health facilities and said that 
many infrastructure develop-
ment works were done in the 
city during the Congress gov-
ernment. 

Congress Puts Old Differences on Hold? Sisodia-Jadawat 
Together on One Stage, Give Message of Unity to Workers

Big BJP workers’ 
conference at 
Kanchan Resort; 
candidates to be 
selected on the basis 
of party survey, 
Kriplani says workers 
should go to people 
with information about 
development works

n FAIR REPORT 
CHITTORGARH

The Bharatiya Janata Party 
has increased its preparations 
for the upcoming Municipal 
Council elections. A big work-
ers’ conference was organized 
at Kanchan Resort with the 
resolve to form a BJP board in 
the Municipal Council. A 
large number of  workers at-
tended the conference. The 
workers raised their hands 
and took a pledge to form a 
BJP board in Nimbahera with 
the slogan, ‘This time-BJP 
board in Nimbahera’. Former 
UDH Minister and MLA 
Shrichand Kriplani addressed 
the workers and said that in 

the upcoming municipal elec-
tions, whoever the party se-
lects as its candidate at the 
ward level, it is the responsi-
bility of  every worker to work 
with full unity and dedication 
to make that candidate win. 
He said that candidates will be 
selected on the basis of  the 
party survey and the process 
decided by the organization. 
The decision of  the organiza-
tion should be most important 
for every worker. Kriplani said 
that during the election, every-
one should rise above person-
al likes and dislikes and work 
to strengthen the party and 
organization. Whoever the 

candidate is, the only goal 
should be to make the BJP 
candidate win and form a 
strong board in the Municipal 
Council. He appealed to the 
workers to work with mutual 
coordination and brother-
hood and create a strong at-
mosphere in favor of  the party 
in every ward. He said that 
after the Assembly elections, 
during the administrator pe-
riod, many development 
works were carried out in 
every ward of  Nimbahera city. 
Roads, drains, lighting ar-
rangements, cleanliness and 
public facilities have seen 
many development works. He 

asked the workers to go among 
the people with information 
about these works and tell 
them about the development 
works of  the government. He 
said that the BJP’s goal is not 
only to win the election, but 
also to give new speed and di-
rection to the overall develop-
ment of  Nimbahera. BJP 
State Vice President and Divi-
sional Co-Incharge Nahar 
Singh Jodha said that the elec-
tion is the collective responsi-
bility of  the entire organiza-
tion and every worker. He ap-
pealed to the workers to 
strengthen the organization at 
the booth level and reach eve-
ry voter. Former Rajya Sabha 
MP Narayan Panchariya ap-
pealed to the workers to con-
tact people from house to 
house and tell them about the 
party’s policies and develop-
ment works. BJP District 
President Ratanlal Gadri said 
that the party will enter the 
election on the basis of  devel-
opment, good governance and 
a strong organization. 

‘This Time BJP Board in Nimbahera’, Kriplani Says- Whoever 
Gets Party Ticket, Everyone Must Work to Make Them Win

Police on Roads, Social Media Under Watch! 
Security Tightened in Chittorgarh Before Festivals

Flag march held ahead 
of Barawafat and 
Raksha Bandhan; SP 
Dharmendra Singh 
says action will be 
taken against those 
spreading rumours, 
police keeping close 
watch on suspicious 
activities

n FAIR REPORT 
CHITTORGARH
Ahead of  Barawafat and 
Raksha Bandhan, police 
conducted a flag march in 
the main roads and mar-
kets of  Chittorgarh city on 
Tuesday to maintain law 
and order and peace. The 
presence of  police gave a 
message of  security and 
increased the feeling of  
safety among the people. 
The flag march started 
from Gol Pyau and passed 
through Pavta Chowk, Sa-
dar Bazar and Subhash 
Chowk before returning to 
Gol Pyau. Police personnel 

from the Police Line, Kot-
wali Police Station, Kalika 
Patrolling Unit and MBC 
took part in the flag march. 
Police personnel walked 
through the main markets, 
public places and sensitive 
areas and checked the se-
curity arrangements. Dis-
trict Superintendent of  
Police Dharmendra Singh 
said that security arrange-
ments in the city have 
been strengthened keep-
ing the upcoming festivals 
in mind. Police patrolling 
and monitoring have been 
increased at important 
places. Special attention is 

being given to anti-social 
elements and suspicious 
activities. Action will be 
taken as per the law 
against people who dis-
turb law and order. The SP 
said that police will also 
keep a close watch on so-
cial media during the fes-
tivals. Police will monitor 
misleading, objectionable 
and rumour-spreading 
posts and messages on dif-
ferent social media plat-
forms. He appealed to peo-
ple not to share or forward 
any unverified informa-
tion, rumours or mislead-
ing messages on social 

media. People should im-
mediately inform the po-
lice if  they come across 
any such content.

The police administra-
tion has deployed enough 
police personnel in the 
city to maintain a peaceful 
and friendly atmosphere 
during the festivals. Con-
tinuous patrolling and 
monitoring will be carried 
out at important places. 
Strict action will be taken 
against any suspicious ac-
tivity or people who try to 
disturb law and order. 

SP Dharmendra Singh 
wished the people of  the 
district for the upcoming 
festivals and appealed to 
everyone to celebrate the 
festivals with brother-
hood, harmony and peace. 
He also appealed to the 
people to cooperate with 
the police administration 
in maintaining law and 
order and not to pay atten-
tion to any rumours.



VISION INDIA FAIR REPORT 04
@Fair Report @Fair_report @fairreportnews @Fair report Jaipur, Wednesday, 26 August 2026

 Publication Details Printed and Published by Loveena Wadhwa Printed at: Maharani Printers, Plot No. 17, MMA Vishno Nagar, Kalwar Road, Jaipur, Rajasthan Published at: P1 Ambit Sapphire, Jyoti Nagar Housing Board, Jaipur, Rajasthan – 302005 Editorial Team Editor-in-Chief: Loveena Wadhwa 
Principal Editor: Hemraj Tikamchand Editor: Sushil Pal Managing Editor: Anish Thomas Legal Responsibility Responsible for selection of news under the PRB Act: Editorial Board Contact for News & Advertisements Email: Fairreportjaipur@gmail.com Mobile: +91 9928798004

THE BLUE FOETUS FILES: NINE IVF CENTRES SUSPENDED — 
THE QUESTIONS THE FOUNDERS MUST ANSWER
A blue foetus in a fertility advertisement has triggered a regulatory earthquake. What looks like a colour controversy now 

raises a much bigger question: did reproductive medicine cross the line into the promotion of sex selection?
n FAIR REPORT 
JAIPUR

A blue foetus in a newspa-
per advertisement has trig-
gered one of  Rajasthan’s 
most significant regulato-
ry actions involving an As-
sisted Reproductive Tech-
nology (ART) and surro-
gacy network. The state 
government has suspend-
ed, with immediate effect 
until further orders, the 
registrations of  nine ART 
and surrogacy facilities op-
erated under Neelkanth 
Fertility and Women Care 
Hospital Private Limited, 
after the Medical and 
Health Department found a 
prima facie indication of  
promotion of  sex selection 
in an advertisement for 
IVF, fertility and test-tube 
baby services. The allega-
tion is serious. The ques-
tions it raises are even 
more serious. Because this 
is no longer simply about 
the colour blue. It is about 
the red line separating le-
gitimate reproductive 
healthcare from the possi-
bility of  commercially 
communicating, encourag-
ing or selling a preference 
for a particular sex. And 
that line cannot be dis-
guised by advertising lan-
guage, visual symbolism or 
clever marketing.

NINE CENTRES. SIX 
CITIES. ONE 
REGULATORY CLOUD.

The scale of  the action 
immediately takes the mat-
ter beyond an ordinary ad-
vertising dispute.

According to the de-
partment, the suspended 

registrations cover nine 
ART and surrogacy facili-
ties linked to the organisa-
tion—three in Jaipur and 
one each in Bhilwara, 
Udaipur, Kota, Jodhpur 
and Ajmer. The action cov-
ers ART clinics of  different 
levels, an ART bank and a 
surrogacy clinic. The gov-
ernment has not merely 
objected to a newspaper 
advertisement. It has sus-
pended the registrations of  
the facilities pending fur-
ther orders. That makes 
one question unavoidable: 
What exactly did the adver-
tisement communicate to a 
prospective patient? The 
department says the blue-
coloured foetus was viewed 
as an indication associated 
with a male foetus and 
therefore treated, prima 
facie, as promotion con-
nected with sex selection. 
The organisation’s re-

sponse to that interpreta-
tion is therefore central to 
the story.

THE FOUNDERS’ 
SILENCE

Fair Report attempted 
to contact the founders of  
the organisation to obtain 
their side of  the story.

The questions were 
straightforward:

Why was the foetus 
shown in blue? Was the col-
our intended to indicate a 
male foetus? Was any sex-
selection message intended 
or communicated? Who ap-
proved the advertisement?

Does the organisation 
dispute the government’s 
prima facie finding? The 
founders did not come for-
ward to address these ques-
tions. That silence must be 
reported—but it must also 
be put in perspective. Si-
lence is not proof  of  wrong-

doing. A regulatory finding 
described as prima facie is 
not a final adjudication. 
The organisation is enti-
tled to respond, present 
evidence and defend itself  
through due process. But 
when nine registrations 
are suspended, the public-
interest obligation to ex-
plain the circumstances 
becomes difficult to ignore.
If  there is an innocent ex-
planation for the blue foe-
tus, this is precisely the 
moment to provide it.

THE COLOUR IS NOT 
THE ISSUE. THE 
MESSAGE IS.

There is a dangerous 
temptation in commercial 
healthcare to treat adver-
tising as merely creative 
expression. Reproductive 
medicine is different. An 
IVF clinic deals with em-
bryos, reproductive choic-

es, genetic information 
and people navigating one 
of  the most emotionally 
vulnerable periods of  
their lives. That is why 
Parliament has estab-
lished a statutory frame-
work governing ART and 
why sex selection and sex-
selective ART activities 
are prohibited. The cru-
cial question, therefore, is 
not whether a designer 
happened to choose blue.
It is: What was the adver-
tisement intended to 
make a prospective pa-
tient believe? If  the image 
was capable of  communi-
cating the availability, 
possibility or desirability 
of  selecting a child’s sex, 
the matter moves far be-
yond graphic design. It 
becomes a question of  
medical ethics, statutory 
compliance and public ac-
countability.

WHEN REPRODUCTIVE 
SCIENCE BECOMES A 
MARKETPLACE

India’s battle against 
sex selection is not a theo-
retical debate. It is inter-
twined with the country’s 
long struggle against sex-
selective practices and the 
deeply damaging social 
preference for sons. Tech-
nology has transformed 
reproductive medicine. It 
can help couples overcome 
infertility, preserve repro-
ductive options and access 
sophisticated medical 
treatment. But the same 
technological sophistica-
tion demands stronger 
ethical boundaries. Sci-
ence can expand reproduc-
tive possibilities. Law must 
determine where those 
possibilities stop. That is 
why the Rajasthan govern-
ment’s action deserves 
scrutiny—but so does the 
manner in which the inves-
tigation proceeds. A seri-
ous regulatory case re-
quires more than head-
lines. It requires evidence. 
Was the advertisement an 
isolated creative error? 
Was the symbolism delib-
erate? Was there an inter-
nal approval process? Were 
similar advertisements 
published elsewhere? Did 
any patient receive, re-
quest or understand the 
advertisement as an offer 
connected with sex selec-
tion? And did the regulator 
examine the wider adver-
tising and operational 
practices of  the network? 
These are questions that 
only a proper investigation 
can answer. 

THE REGULATOR HAS 
DRAWN THE LINE. 
NOW ENFORCEMENT 
MUST FOLLOW 
THROUGH.
Principal Secretary, Medi-
cal and Health, Gayatri 
Rathore, has made the gov-
ernment’s position clear: 
ART and surrogacy ser-
vices must comply with the 
law, prescribed regulations 
and ethical standards, and 
direct or indirect promo-
tion of  prohibited sex se-
lection will not be tolerat-
ed.That principle is diffi-
cult to dispute. But a crack-
down becomes meaningful 
only when it is followed by 
transparent investigation, 
documentary evidence, 
due process and consistent 
enforcement. The govern-
ment must now demon-
strate that the action is 
based on evidence capable 
of  standing scrutiny—not 
merely on an interpreta-
tion of  a colour in an adver-
tisement. At the same time, 
the organisation must an-
swer the substantive ques-
tions surrounding that ad-
vertisement.

THE IVF INDUSTRY 
NEEDS MORE THAN 
COMPLIANCE ON 
PAPER
The episode should also 
force a wider examination 
of  Rajasthan’s fertility in-
dustry. How are ART clin-
ics advertising? Who ap-
proves their marketing 
material? What claims are 
being made to vulnerable 
patients? How closely are 
ART banks, clinics and sur-
rogacy facilities being 

monitored? Are regulators 
examining digital advertis-
ing and social-media cam-
paigns with the same seri-
ousness as newspaper ad-
vertisements? And most 
importantly: Is the same 
regulatory standard being 
applied to every fertility 
provider, irrespective of  
size, reputation or com-
mercial influence? These 
questions matter because a 
regulatory system loses 
credibility if  enforcement 
is selective. 

NOW COMES THE 
REAL TEST
The government has taken 
a dramatic first step by sus-
pending nine registrations. 
But suspension is not the 
end of  the story. It is the be-
ginning of  the investiga-
tion. The state must estab-
lish the facts. The organisa-
tion must get a fair opportu-
nity to respond. And the 
public deserves clarity. The 
blue foetus may have occu-
pied only a few square cen-
timetres of  a newspaper 
advertisement. But it has 
opened a much larger de-
bate about how far commer-
cial fertility medicine can 
go—and where the law 
must stop it. Nine registra-
tions have been suspended. 
The regulator has spoken. 
The founders have so far 
remained silent. Now the 
questions are waiting for 
answers. Because reproduc-
tive medicine cannot be-
come a marketplace where 
parental preference is qui-
etly converted into a com-
mercial promise—and the 
law reduced to fine print.

 THE DAWN OF THE FEARLESS PEN :  
THE CONSTITUTION IS NOT A MENU CARD

A  newspaper’s 
first anniver-
sary is not a 

birthday party. It is an 
audit of  conscience.  For 
Fair Report, the first an-
niversary is a moment to 
ask a question democra-
cy too often avoids: We 

know our rights—but do 
we know our duties? A 
fearless pen does not 
merely challenge gov-
ernments. It challenges 
institutions, political 
parties—and, when nec-
essary, society itself. Be-
cause the Constitution is 
not a menu card. We can-
not pick freedom of  
speech, equality and lib-
erty from its pages and 
leave responsibility on 
the table. India’s Consti-

tution gives citizens en-
forceable Fundamental 
Rights. It also places be-
fore them a framework of  
civic responsibility 
through the Fundamen-
tal Duties under Article 
51A. The constitutional 

bargain is therefore not 
simply about what the 
State must give us. It is 
also about what citizens 
must do to sustain the Re-
public. That distinction 
has become increasingly 
urgent. The Constitution 
has evolved through 
amendments, judicial in-
terpretation and demo-
cratic experience. From 
the First Amendment’s 
restrictions relating to 
speech to the constitu-
tional battles over Parlia-
ment’s amending power, 
from the Emergency-era 
42nd Amendment to the 
corrective changes of  the 
44th Amendment, India’s 
constitutional journey 
has never been a straight 

line. It has been a con-
tinuing struggle to bal-
ance liberty with order, 
equality with justice, 
freedom with responsi-
bility and power with ac-
countability. The 42nd 
Amendment gave consti-
tutional recognition to 
Fundamental Duties. The 
86th Amendment later 
added the duty concern-
ing educational opportu-
nities for children aged 
six to fourteen. Yet how 
often do we teach these 
duties with the same ur-
gency with which we 
teach Fundamental 
Rights? A citizen has 
freedom of  expression. 
That does not mean free-
dom to threaten another 

citizen. A citizen has re-
ligious liberty. That does 
not erase another citi-
zen’s equal dignity. A 
citizen can protest. That 
does not make violence 
or destruction of  public 
property constitutional.  
A citizen can criticise the 
government. That is de-
mocracy. But disagree-
ment cannot become an 
excuse for hatred, intimi-
dation or misinforma-
tion. Rights create demo-
cratic space. Duties de-
termine how responsibly 
we use it. This is where 
constitutional maturity 
begins. And this is also 
where journalism must 
stand. At Fair Report, the 
“fearless pen” cannot 

mean attacking only 
those we oppose. That is 
not fearless journalism. 
It is political conveni-
ence. A fearless newspa-
per must question the 
government when it fails, 
the Opposition when it 
misleads, institutions 
when they evade ac-
countability—and socie-
ty when it demands 
rights while refusing re-
sponsibility. The pen 
must never become the 
servant of  power. But 
neither should it become 
the servant of  prejudice. 
The Republic does not 
need louder citizens 
alone. It needs constitu-
tionally literate citizens. 
Citizens who know Arti-

cle 19—but also under-
stand Article 51A. Citi-
zens who ask not only, 
“What has India given 
me?” but also, “What am 
I giving back to India?” 
On its first anniversary, 
Fair Report makes five 
promises: We will not 
fear power. We will not 
flatter power. We will not 
surrender facts to propa-
ganda. We will defend the 
citizen’s right to dissent. 
And we will never con-
fuse freedom with irre-
sponsibility. The Consti-
tution cannot be protect-
ed by Parliament alone. 
Not by courts alone. Not 
by journalists alone. It 
must be lived by citizens. 
Rights protect our digni-

ty. Duties ask us to pro-
tect the dignity of  others. 
Rights empower the indi-
vidual. Duties strength-
en the Republic. That is 
the constitutional bar-
gain. And that is the real 
meaning of  the Dawn of  
the Fearless Pen. KNOW 
YOUR RIGHTS. KNOW 
YOUR DUTIES. QUES-
TION POWER.

RESPECT FREEDOM. 
PROTECT THE REPUB-
LIC. Because democracy 
does not die only when 
citizens lose their rights. 
Sometimes, it weakens 
when citizens forget their 
responsibilities. The Con-
stitution is not a menu 
card. It is a covenant with 
the Republic.
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US Sanctions 4 India-Based Firms, 3 Indians To Punish Iran
n FAIR REPORT 
TEHRAN 

The United States has sanc-
tioned four India-based com-
panies and three Indian na-
tionals for importing petro-
leum and petrochemical 
products from Iran, as part 
of  a campaign announced 
on Monday to cut off  Teh-
ran’s revenue. SouthAsians 
& Diaspora US Treasury 
Secretary Scott Bessent an-
nounced “Operation Eco-
nomic Outcast”, which aims 
to block all potential sources 
of  revenue for Iran. Wash-
ington has told countries to 

cut economic ties with Teh-
ran or face retaliation, PTI 
reported.

The companies Among 
the companies is Portease 
Partners LLP, a customs bro-
ker, and its partners Indris-
miya Ashrafmiya Sheikh 
and Harish Ramachandra 
Rangi. The State Depart-
ment said they facilitated 
the import of  multiple ship-
ments of  Iranian petro-
chemical products. The 
other companies are Sada-
shiva Overseas Limited, PP 
Softtech Private Limited 
and Prakrutees Infra Impex 

India Private Limited. 
Sheikh, Rangi and PP Soft-
tech director Prashant Garg 
are Indian nationals, accord-
ing to the release. Sadashiva 
Overseas imported Iranian-
origin petroleum products 
worth about USD 69 million 
between February 2024 and 
June 2025, media reported. 
Some shipments were 
linked to Bonjoure Com-
modity FZE, a company pre-
viously designated by Wash-
ington. PP Softtech and 
Prakrutees Infra each im-
ported products worth about 
USD 25 million, taking the 

combined value to roughly 
USD 119 million. The compa-
nies were listed for know-
ingly engaging in a signifi-
cant transaction for the 
purchase, acquisition, sale, 
transport or marketing of  
petroleum or petroleum 
products from Iran, the 
State Department said.

Bessent said the meas-
ures would tighten the noose 
around the Iranian govern-
ment and described the cam-
paign as an “economic D-
Day”, media reported. The 
Treasury has described it as 
an economic onslaught 

against Iran’s financial con-
nections around the globe. 
State Department spokes-
person Tommy Pigott said 
the United States took 
sweeping action against 
multiple entities, individu-
als and vessels enabling the 
Iranian regime’s destabilis-
ing activities. He listed at-
tacks against US forces and 
allies in the region, illicit 
weapons procurement, cy-
ber intrusions into Ameri-
can infrastructure and the 
movement of  energy prod-
ucts whose sale funds ter-
rorism globally.

Karnataka CM DK Shivakumar urged by his own cabinet 
minister to reconsider parking fee proposal in Bengaluru

n FAIR REPORT 
TEHRAN

Karnataka Minister Rama-
linga Reddy has urged 
Chief  Minister D K Shiva-
kumar to reconsider the 
proposed annual fee of  Rs 
15,000 to Rs 25,000 for road-
side vehicle parking in Ben-
galuru, saying it could im-
pose an additional financial 
burden on middle-class and 
ordinary families. In a let-
ter dated August 24, Reddy, 
who is an MLA from Ben-
galuru, acknowledged the 
need to regulate roadside 
parking amid the growing 

number of  vehicles and 
traffic problems in Bengal-
uru. However, he said the 
economic condition of  ordi-
nary citizens must also be 
taken into consideration 
before introducing the pro-
posed charges. Reddy said 
middle-class and ordinary 
families were already fac-
ing financial pressure due 
to rising prices of  essential 
commodities and increased 
expenses on cooking gas, 
petrol, diesel, GST and tolls. 
“Imposing an additional an-
nual parking fee of  Rs 
15,000 to Rs 25,000 merely 

for owning a vehicle could 
become another financial 
burden on such families,” 
he said. Bengaluru resi-
dents seeking to park vehi-
cles on public roads outside 
their homes may have to 
pay an annual residential 
parking fee of  up to Rs 
25,000, depending on the ve-
hicle type, under the draft 
GBA (Parking) Rules, 2026. 
The draft rules propose an 
annual residential parking 
permit fee of  Rs 15,000 for 
hatchbacks, Rs 20,000 for 
sedans and Rs 25,000 for 
sports utility vehicles.


