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Lakhvi’s Terror Network in the Shadows: Hafiz 
Zulfiqar Reportedly Shot Dead in Pakistan

More than 17 years after 
the 26/11 Mumbai attacks, 
the shadow of  Pakistan-
based terror networks 
continues to hang over the 
region. A fresh claim 
emerging from Pakistan 
has now put another al-
leged figure linked to the 
jihadist ecosystem in the 
spotlight.

Hafiz Zulfiqar, de-
scribed in social-media 
posts as a Jaish-e-Moham-
med recruiter and a rela-
tive of  Zaki-ur-Rehman 
Lakhvi, has reportedly 
been shot dead by an uni-
dentified gunman in Pa-
kistan.

A purported CCTV 
video circulating online 
appears to show an at-
tacker approaching a 
man from behind, placing 

a weapon near his head 
and opening fire before 
fleeing. But the crucial 
fact remains unverified: 
the identity of  the victim 
has not been independent-
ly established. The Free 
Press Journal, which re-
ported the claim, specifi-
cally said it could not inde-
pendently verify either 

the authenticity of  the 
footage or the identity of  
the person shown.

That caveat matters.
Zaki-ur-Rehman Lakh-

vi is not an obscure name 
in the history of  South 
Asian terrorism. United 

Nations records identify 
him as a senior operation-
al and military command-
er of  Lashkar-e-Taiba. He 
has been linked to the 
planning and execution 
of  the November 2008 
Mumbai attacks, in which 
166 people were killed.

If  the deceased is ulti-
mately confirmed as 
Hafiz Zulfiqar, the devel-
opment would raise diffi-
cult questions about the 
continued presence and 
fate of  individuals alleg-
edly connected with mili-
tant organisations operat-
ing from Pakistani terri-
tory.

It would also add an-
other chapter to the in-
creasingly familiar story 
of  “unknown gunmen” 
targeting terror-linked 
figures in Pakistan—a 
phenomenon that has 
generated intense specu-
lation but requires evi-
dence before conclusions 
can be drawn.

For India, however, 
26/11 remains more than 
a historical reference. It 

represents an enduring 
demand for accountabili-
ty for one of  the deadliest 
terrorist attacks ever car-
ried out on Indian soil.

The headline may be 
dramatic. The facts must 
remain disciplined.

Until Pakistani author-
ities or credible inde-
pendent sources establish 
the victim’s identity, 
Hafiz Zulfiqar should be 
described as “reportedly 
killed”, not conclusively 
declared dead.

And if  the identity is 
eventually confirmed, 
one question will demand 
an answer:

Why does the shadow 
of  Lakhvi’s terror net-
work continue to surface 
in Pakistan—years after 
26/11?

Hemraj Tikam 
chand Tiwari
By Special Feature Desk
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n FAIR REPORT 
JAIPUR

The Supreme Court Col-
legium has recommended 
the appointment of  Jus-
tice Sanjay K. Agrawal of  
the Chhattisgarh High 
Court as the next Chief  
Justice of  the Rajasthan 
High Court, signalling a 
significant change at the 
top of  the state’s judiciary 
amid an increasingly con-
tentious atmosphere.

Justice Agrawal, who 
has served on the Chhat-
tisgarh High Court for 
over a decade, was ap-
pointed an additional 
judge in September 2013 
and made a permanent 
judge in March 2016. Be-
fore his elevation to the 
Bench, he had also served 
as Advocate General of  
Chhattisgarh.

The recommendation 
comes at a politically and 
institutionally sensitive 
moment for the Rajasthan 
High Court. Acting Chief  

Justice Sanjeev Prakash 
Sharma has faced sus-
tained opposition from 
sections of  the Bar, with 
lawyers in both Jaipur 
and Jodhpur holding pro-
tests and demanding ac-
tion against him.

The controversy has 
also acquired a wider judi-
cial dimension. Supreme 

Court Justice Sandeep 
Mehta had reportedly 
sought the transfer of  Jus-
tice Sharma, adding 
weight to concerns sur-
rounding the functioning 
of  the Rajasthan High 
Court.

Justice Sharma has, 
meanwhile, recused him-
self  from judicial work 

amid the developments.
The Collegium’s recom-

mendation to bring Jus-
tice Agrawal from Chhat-
tisgarh therefore assumes 
significance beyond a rou-
tine change of  leadership. 
The incoming Chief  Jus-
tice will inherit a High 
Court where relations be-
tween sections of  the Bar 

and Bench have come un-
der visible strain.

Justice Agrawal’s im-
mediate challenge will be 
to restore institutional 
confidence, ensure admin-
istrative stability and re-
build a working relation-
ship between the judici-
ary and the legal frater-
nity.

The recommendation, 
however, is not the final 
appointment. The Union 
government will process 
the Collegium’s recom-
mendation before the for-
mal appointment and sub-
sequent assumption of  
office.

For Rajasthan’s judici-
ary, the transition comes 
at a crucial juncture: the 
next Chief  Justice will be 
expected not merely to 
preside over the court, but 
to steady an institution 
caught in an unusually 
public confrontation be-
tween the Bar and the 
Bench.

Rajasthan High Court Set for New Chief 
Justice as Collegium Recommends 
JUSTICE SANJAY K. AGRAWAL

Cuba’s Jhoanna Uranga greets the audience after being 
crowned Miss Teen International 2026 during the 
pageant’s grand finale in Jaipur, Monday

CROWNING GLORYCROWNING GLORY

Jaish Recruiter, 
Lakhvi Relative 

Reportedly Killed

n FAIR REPORT 
NEW DELHI
Claims circulating on so-
cial media allege that 
Hafiz Zulfiqar, described 
as a recruiter for the Paki-
stan-based terror outfit 
Jaish-e-Mohammed and a 
relative of  2008 Mumbai 
attacks mastermind Zaki-
ur-Rehman Lakhvi, was 
shot dead by unidentified 
gunmen in Pakistan. As of  
filing, the claim remains 
unconfirmed by any offi-
cial source.

Footage attached to the 
viral posts shows uniden-
tified men in a narrow 
street lined with shuttered 
shops — but the video of-
fers no independent con-
firmation of  the identity 
of  the deceased, the loca-
tion, or the date of  the al-
leged shooting. Social me-
dia accounts, including 
the handle “News Alge-
bra,” amplified the claim 
with dramatic framing, 
describing it as a targeted 
hit and drawing compari-
sons to cricketing and cin-
ematic references (“wick-
et down,” invoking the 
film Dhurandhar) — lan-
guage more suited to cele-
bration than confirmed 
reporting.

No official word, no in-
dependent verification

Pakistani authorities 
have issued no statement 
acknowledging the inci-
dent, the identity of  the 
victim, or any investiga-

tion into the shooting. No 
major wire service or es-
tablished news outlet has 
independently verified ei-
ther the victim’s identity 
or the claimed Jaish-e-
Mohammed/Lakhvi con-
nection.

This matters because Pa-
kistan has a documented 
history of  unclaimed, unex-
plained killings of  individ-
uals linked to designated 
terror organisations — in-
cidents that frequently sur-
face first through unveri-
fied social media claims, 
gain viral traction, and are 
only sometimes confirmed 
weeks or months later, if  at 
all. Several past claims of  
this kind have later been 
found exaggerated, misat-
tributed, or entirely uncon-
nected to the individuals 
initially named.

Why the caution 
matters

Given the gravity of  the 
claim — a named individu-
al, an alleged terror-net-
work connection, and an 
unclaimed killing — re-
sponsible reporting re-
quires treating this as an 
unverified claim under ac-
tive discussion online, not 
as an established fact, until 
Pakistani authorities, cred-
ible wire services, or inde-
pendent journalists con-
firm the identity of  the 
victim and circumstances 
of  the shooting.

Air India flight from Dammam makes 
emergency landing in Ahmedabad

after ‘BOMB’ scrawled on tissue paper found mid-air; all 
32 passengers evacuated safely, no explosives found

n FAIR REPORT 
AHMEDABAD
An Air India flight carry-
ing 32 passengers from 
Dammam, Saudi Arabia, to 
New Delhi was diverted for 
an emergency landing at 
Ahmedabad International 
Airport on Monday, after a 
crew member discovered a 
tissue paper on board bear-
ing the word “BOMB” 
scrawled on it, triggering a 
full-scale security re-
sponse.

The alarm was raised 
mid-flight when a crew 
member spotted the suspi-
cious note and immediate-
ly alerted the pilot. Acting 
swiftly under standard se-
curity protocols, the flight 
crew contacted Ahmedabad 
airport and sought clear-
ance for an emergency 
landing rather than risk 

continuing to Delhi air-
space with an unverified 
threat on board.

The moment the aircraft 
touched down, it was 
steered away from the 
main terminal area as a 
precautionary measure — 
a standard drill designed to 
keep any potential threat 
contained and away from 
other operations. All 32 
passengers on board were 
then calmly evacuated and 
ferried to the terminal by 
airport bus, while their 

luggage was separated out 
for individual inspection 
rather than left in the air-
craft hold.

What followed was a co-
ordinated multi-agency re-
sponse: teams from the 
Fire Brigade, the Central 
Industrial Security Force 
(CISF), the Bomb Disposal 
Squad and specialist 
search units surrounded 
the aircraft and combed 
through it — cargo hold, 
overhead bins, and every 
passenger seat included.

TICKET WAR TAKES 
TOLL, BJP LEADERS ILL  
n FAIR REPORT 
 JAIPUR

Political tension over ticket 
distribution for the upcom-
ing municipal corporation 
elections spilled into a 
health scare this weekend, 
as Civil Lines BJP MLA Go-
pal Sharma was rushed to 
hospital late Sunday even-
ing, even as state UDH Min-
ister Jhabar Singh Kharra 
was separately admitted to 
SMS Hospital’s medical ICU 
on Monday.

Sharma’s health dete-
riorated suddenly on Sun-
day night, with family 
members taking him to a 
private hospital where he 
was admitted for observa-
tion. Doctors discharged 
him after four to five 
hours. According to 
sources close to the devel-
opment, the sudden epi-
sode followed a heated 

dispute over ticket distri-
bution for the Civil Lines 
seat in the upcoming mu-
nicipal corporation elec-
tions — underlining how 
sharply contested the 
ground-level battle for 
civic tickets has become 
within the party.

In a development un-
connected in cause but 
overlapping in timing, 
UDH Minister Jhabar Sin-
gh Kharra’s health took a 
turn for the worse at his 
residence on Monday 
morning. He presented 
with fever, cough, and 
mild breathing difficulty. 
After complaints of  a 
chest infection, he was 
brought to SMS Hospital 
at 1:30 pm on Monday and 
is currently undergoing 
treatment under medical 
supervision, kept under 
observation in the medi-

cal ICU as a precautionary 
measure. That two senior 
BJP functionaries re-
quired hospitalisation 
within the same 24-hour 
window — one amid an 
overt internal ticket dis-
pute, the other for an un-
related infection — is 
likely to fuel speculation 
in political corridors al-
ready tense with pre-elec-
tion jockeying over civic 
body nominations. Party 
workers and observers 
will be watching closely 
for both men’s recovery 
updates, as well as any 
bearing this may have on 
the still-unresolved Civil 
Lines ticket question. Nei-
ther the BJP state unit nor 
the Chief  Minister’s office 
had issued an official 
statement on either minis-
ter’s health at the time of  
filing.
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A musical performance based on Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s poem ‘Abhi Toh Suraj Uga Hai’ at an informal
dinner hosted by Uzbekistan President Shavkat
Mirziyoyev, and the recitation of his poetry by university
students in Tashkent were in the spotlight during his just-
concluded visit there.

Uzbek students at the Tashkent State University of
Oriental Studies came together to recite the poems in
both Hindi and Uzbek languages before the prime
minister, officials said.

The poem ‘Abhi Toh Suraj Uga Hai’ was recited in Hindi
by Keldiyorov Dilhushbek, a fourth-year student from the
university. Its Uzbek translation was recited by Dilshoda
Juraboeva, a third-year student. (PTI)

States Focus

PM MODI’S POEMS RECITED BY
UZBEK STUDENTS IN TASHKENT

PDP president Mehbooba Mufti on Monday expressed
concern over the rising cases of sexual violence against
females in the country, saying cow protection seems to be
a higher priority than women’s safety.

“In BJP’s India, cow protection has become a higher
priority than women’s safety. On mere suspicion of cow
slaughter, people have been lynched to death by mobs.
Yet, when it comes to protecting women from rape, sexual
violence and brutality, the convicted rapists not only
enjoy parole after parole but also full patronage,”
Mehbooba said in a post on X. (PNS)

MEHBOOBA SLAMS BJP OVER
WOMEN’S SAFETY, VIGILANTISM

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

The Congress-BJP sparring
over the alleged “purifica-
tion ceremony” in Haldwani
intensified on Monday, with
the BJP accusing the
Opposition party of doing
petty politics on the issue due
to upcoming Assembly polls
and calling Rahul Gandhi the
“most anti-Dalit leader” in the
country.

The BJP’s response came
after the Congress lashed
out at the ruling party over
the registration of an FIR
against Gandhi, the Leader of
Opposition in the Lok Sabha,
over his recent remarks on
the “shuddhikaran “ ritual at
the venue where Congress
chief Mallikarjun Kharge, who
is a Dalit, addressed a rally in
Uttarakhand last month.
Gandhi had alleged that it
was a form of practising
untouchability.

The FIR was registered
against Gandhi on Saturday
following a complaint by a

member of the Valmiki com-
munity in Haldwani alleging
that the Congress leader at
a recent press conference
gave a casteist spin to a
“religious ritual”.

The Congress on Monday
vowed that it would not rest
until the true culprits are
punished and this “frivolous
FIR is thrown in the dustbin”.
The main Opposition party
also said it will give a fitting
response to the registration
of the FIR through democra-
tic and legal means.

Hitting back,  BJP
spokesperson Gaurav Bhatia
alleged that the Congress is
playing “petty politics” over
the issue because the party
knows it is set to suffer set-
backs in the next round of
Assembly elections due in
various states in 2027.

He also questioned why it
took Gandhi three weeks to
raise the issue and alleged
that the Gandhi family had
insulted Kharge on several
occasions.

“It’s a different matter

whether his (Kharge’s) allega-
tion is right or wrong, but
Rahul Gandhi didn’t care. He
kept sleeping for three
weeks,” he said.

“There has never been a
leader in India more irre-
sponsible, anti-Dalit and
anti-backwards classes than
Rahul Gandhi,” Bhatia told a
press conference at the BJP
headquarters in New Delhi,
while replying to queries

on the issue.
The FIR has been regis-

tered under various provi-
sions of the Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita (BNS) related to pro-
moting enmity between
groups and deliberate acts
intended to outrage religious
feelings. The Scheduled
Castes and Scheduled Tribes
(Prevention of Atrocities) Act,
1989, has also been invoked,
police said on Sunday.

“Rahul Gandhi had time
for globe-trotting. When
anyone belonging to the Dalit
community levels an allega-
tion, Rahul Gandhi doesn’t
take it seriously. He is now
trying to show that he cares
for people coming from back-
ward castes,” the BJP
spokesperson said.

“It seems Gandhi raised
the issue only after Kharge
asked him, saying what’s the
point in staying in the
Congress when his issue is
not being raised,” he added.

Bhatia alleged that it was
the Congress which insulted
Kharge by making him sit in
the second row of seats
behind Sonia Gandhi at the
returning officer’s office when
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra filed
her nomination to contest
bypolls from Kerala’s
Wayanad Lok Sabha seat in
November 2024.

Gandhi remained silent
when his party leader Udit Raj
called former President Ram
Nath Kovind, a Dalit, a “dis-
grace to society” and also

made objectionable remarks
against President Droupadi
Murmu, the BJP spokesperson
charged, accusing the
Congress leader of adopting
“double standards”.

“Deep down, Mallikarjun
Kharge also hates Rahul
Gandhi. He knows it well
that he will not get any
respect in the Congress
because he does not 
belong to the Gandhi family,”
he said.

“Rahul Gandhi is like that
failed product the Congress
repeatedly attempts to
launch, yet this defective
product never quite launch-
es successfully,” the BJP
leader said.

Assembly polls are due in
Punjab, Uttar Pradesh,
Uttarakhand, Goa, Himachal
Pradesh and Gujarat in 2027.
The BJP is in power in five of
these poll-bound States, except
Punjab and Himachal Pradesh.
While the Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) currently rules Punjab,
the Congress is in power in
Himachal Pradesh. 

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh will undertake the
annual performance review
of 16 defence public sector
undertakings (DPSUs) on
Tuesday, with a focus on
advancing indigenous tech-
nologies, boosting innova-
tion and enhancing exports.

“A stronger, more self-
reliant defence sector is
powering India’s journey
towards technological lead-
ership and global defence
capabilities,” the defence
ministry said on Monday.

During the event, the CMDs
of seven DPSUs — Hindustan
Aeronautics Limited (HAL),
Mazagon Dock Shipbuilders
Limited (MDL), Bharat

Electronics Limited (BEL),
Bharat Dynamics Limited
(BDL), Garden Reach
Shipbuilders & Engineers
Limited (GRSE), BEML, and
MIDHANI — will present div-
idend cheques for the
Government’s equity shares
to the Union minister for the
financial year 2025–26, it said
in a statement.

On the occasion, Rajnath
Singh will also release four
books, namely ‘Aatmanirbhar
DPSU - A journey of DPSUs
towards Self-Reliance’;
‘DISHA’, an initiative of DPSUs
for students’ hands-on
awareness on defence tech-
nologies and modern manu-
facturing processes;
‘Modernisation Roadmap of
HAL’; and ‘Indigenisation
Roadmap of HAL’.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

Describing India as Nepal’s
close friend and “Sukh dukh
ke saathi “, Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh on Monday
said New Delhi stands shoul-
der to shoulder with “our
Nepali brothers and sisters”,
and it is committed to sup-
porting Kathmandu’s efforts
for search, rescue and reha-
bilitation following the large-
scale devastation caused by
the flash floods in that
country.

In a social media post, he
said, “Went to the Embassy
of Nepal in New Delhi and
expressed my condolences
by signing the condolence
book.”

“On behalf  of  the
Government and people of
India, I extend my deepest

condolences to the people of
Nepal and their Government,
on the loss of precious lives
and large-scale devastation
caused by the flash flood on
26 August 2026,” he wrote.

This tragic natural calami-
ty has affected the citizens of
Nepal along with a number
of foreign nationals, includ-
ing Indians, he said.

“Our thoughts and prayers

are with the families of those
who lost their lives in this dis-
aster. We hope for speedy
recovery of those who were
injured. As a close friend
and partner, and ‘Sukh Dukh
Ke Saathi ‘, India has always
stood by Nepal. In this trying
time also, we stand shoulder
to shoulder with our Nepali
brothers and sisters and are
committed to support
Nepal’s efforts for search,
rescue and rehabilitation,”
Singh said in his post.

On the day the disaster
struck the Himalayan nation,
Singh, in a post, had said that
he was deeply saddened by
the loss of lives and damage
caused by the devastating
floods in Nepal, and assert-
ed that India would provide
all possible support and
assistance to its “friendly
neighbour”.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n Patna

Union minister Chirag Paswan on
Monday said it was his responsibility
to help upper castes if they need
justice, asserting that safeguarding
interests of deprived classes should not
result in “exploitation of other castes”.

Paswan, who was responding to a
query from journalists about his vehe-
ment opposition to introducing a sub-
quota for the most deprived sections
among SCs and STs, also said he sought
to “serve as a bridge” that connects
various social groups. The Lok Janshakti
Party (Ram Vilas) chief and Union min-
ister Jitan Ram Manjhi on Saturday
sparred over a separate sub-category
for the most deprived Dalit sections,
with Paswan opposing it as divisive and
the former Bihar chief minister arguing
that it would benefit the communities.

Paswan also charged upper caste
politicians with failure to “effectively
voicing the concerns of their own
communities”.

The Hajipur MP did not directly reply
to his tiff with Manjhi, the Hindustani
Awam Morcha founder, but said,
“About reservations, I hold the clear

view that if one social segment has its
own concerns, taking care of the
apprehensions of the others is also the
responsibility of our Government.”

“On one hand, we need to protect
the interests of the Scheduled Castes
and the Scheduled Tribes, but on the
other we also ought to allay fears of the
upper castes. Safeguarding interests of
one caste should not result in the
exploitation of another,” Paswan said.

.“But, I wonder why those from the
upper castes are not able to voice the
concerns of their communities with the
same intensity that I do for the social
segment I represent? The Constitution
has created ample space for uplift of all
social groups without any friction
between upper castes, OBCs, SC/ST
and minorities. Chirag Paswan shall
serve as a bridge between these social
groups,” he said.

Rajnath assures full support to flood-hit Nepal

BJP slams Rahul Gandhi over Haldwani FIR row

My responsibility to help upper castes
if they need justice: Chirag Paswan

DEFENCE MINISTER TO REVIEW
PERFORMANCE OF 16 DPSUS

BJP spokesperson Gaurav Bhatia

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh signs a condolence book at the Embassy
of Nepal following the loss of lives in Nepal in New Delhi PTI

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n Patna

Emphasising on a clinical
and not a sentimental
appreciation of the turbu-
lently fluid situation in the
Indo-Pak relations, former
diplomat TCA Raghavan on
Monday underlined the
need for  a  lo ng-term
approach on the part of
India to manage its South
Asian neighbourhood. 

Speaking to a distin-
guished gathering compris-
ing senior officials from
armed forces and civil dis-
pensation, faculties,
researchers and students
from different universities
across the state and other
distinguished luminaries,
Raghavan discussed the
Mecca Accord in terms of
potential for complemen-
tarities that Pakistan, Turkiye
and Saudi Arabia could bring
to the table. 

According to a Press
release, the eminent diplo-
mat, scholar and author
delivered an insightful
lecture  o n “Mecca 
Accord, Pakistan and the
Future of India- Pakistan
Relations” at Bihar Lok
Bhawan as part of the first
edition of the ‘Patliputra
Pragya Prawah’ series. Bihar

Governor Lt Gen Syed Ata
Hasnain (Retd.) also graced 
the occasion.

H e  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t
Pakistan with its nuclear
arsenal and defence capa-
bilities, Arabia with its
financial resources and
Turkiye with its template
of modernity and technol-
ogy prowess could intro-
duce new possibilities and
new uncertainties not only
in West Asia but also in
South Asia. 

While the three countries
were not abandoning
Washington, the Chinese
factor loomed in the back-
ground and the Mecca
Accord, he said, amounted to
the creation of a more

autonomous regional secu-
rity architecture.

Raghavan made certain
general points of great
salience: first, foreign policy
is not a zero sum game and
it is perfectly possible for dif-
ferent powers to engage in
multi-alignment in order to
serve their self-interest;
second, the very nature of
warfare is changing and the
factor of  asymmetry
between unequal powers is 
getting reduced. 

In the context of new
sources of volatility, he
underlined that the choice
for India was to tread a fine
balance between its uncom-
promising stand against
terror provocations from

Pakistan and the long-term
need for engagement.
Earlier, detailing the idea of
‘Patliputra Pragya Prawah’
Governor of Bihar Lt Gen
Syed Ata Hasnain (Retd.)
emphasized that Bihar has
civilizationally been the
centre of intellectual 
ferment, argumentation and
contestation and given this,
there is a need to revive and
rejuvenate the idea of knowl-
edge- sharing.

He assured that the Lok
Bhawan would be at the 
forefront of encouraging and
facilitating a culture of 
debate and dialogue in
pursuit of which more lec-
tures and seminars would be
organised. 

He also added that more
and more such events
should be organised at the
decentralized level in order
to usher in de-concentra-
tion of knowledge and new
ways of looking at things. 

Welcoming the partici-
pants, Dipak Kumar Singh,
Additional Chief Secretary
to the Governor, informed
the distinguished gathering
that Bihar Lok Bhawan
would organize two lec-
tures each month with
domain experts interact-
ing with the audience on a
host of issues. 

India needs long term approach towards South
Asian neighbours: Former diplomat Raghavan 

Dr Faizan Mustafa, VC of Chanakya National Law University, Bihar
Governor Lt Gen Syed Ata Hasnain (Retd) and diplomat TCA Raghavan at
a lecture on “Mecca Accord, Pakistan and the Future of India- Pakistan
Relations at Bihar Lok Bhawan PIONEER PHOTO
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Chittorgarh Election Picture Clear: 
BJP and Congress Announce 
Candidates for All 60 Wards

Both parties give 
tickets to new and 
experienced faces; 
Congress also tries to 
maintain political 
balance, while several 
wards are set for an 
interesting contest

n FAIR REPORT 
CHITTORGARH
The election picture of  
Chittorgarh Municipal 
Council is now completely 
clear. After the Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP), the 
Congress has also an-
nounced its candidates for 
all 60 wards. With candi-
dates of  both major parties 
now in the field, the ward-
wise election contest is be-
coming clear. Both parties 
have tried to maintain a bal-
ance between new and expe-
rienced faces. The BJP has 
given tickets to many new 
workers, while experienced 
leaders and old party work-
ers have also been given 
another chance. The Con-
gress list also has a good 
number of  new faces.

Congress Tries to 
Maintain Political 
Balance
The Congress list is not be-
ing seen only as an an-
nouncement of  candidates. 
It also shows the political 
balance within the city 
Congress. Several candi-
dates are considered close 
to former MLA Surendra 
Singh Jadav, while some 
are considered supporters 
of  former chairman Sand-
eep Sharma. By giving rep-
resentation to both sides, 
the party has tried to main-

tain balance within the 
organisation. Keeping pos-
sible dissatisfaction under 
control before the election 
will also be an important 
challenge for the party.

Congress Gives 
Chance to New Faces
A major feature of  the Con-
gress list is the entry of  a 
large number of  new faces. 
Many candidates will con-
test the Municipal Council 
election for the first time. 
The party is looking at the 
new faces as a way to give 
a new message to voters. 
However, Congress has 
also given importance to 
experience. Former chair-
man Ramesh Nath has 
been given a ticket from 
Ward 4, while former vice-
chairman Kailash Panwar 

has been given a ticket 
from Ward 6. His wife 
Savitri Panwar will con-
test from Ward 7. The son 
of  the city Congress presi-
dent has also received a 
ticket.

BJP Also Trusts  
New and Experienced 
Faces

The BJP has announced 
candidates for all 60 wards. 
The party has given oppor-
tunities to many new faces 
along with experienced 
and active workers. At the 
same time, several aspir-
ants who were hoping for a 
ticket could not find a place 
in the final list. Wards 11, 
12, 13, 14, 15, 17, 22, 25, 28, 
31, 35 and 53 were among 
the wards that remained in 

discussion during ticket 
distribution. Several lead-
ers were active for tickets 
from these wards. The 
party has fielded Bholar-
am Prajapat, Harish Inani, 
Chhotu Singh Shekhawat, 
Shantilal Jat, Anil Inani, 
Suresh Chandra Jhanwar, 
Jagdeep Singh Saluja, 
Shailendra Jhanwar, Vipin 
Singh, Sudarshan Rampu-
ria, Avinash Sharma and 
Nikita Saini from these 
seats. Apart from these, 
Lokesh Sethia from Ward 
36, Pradeep Kabra from 
Ward 39, Kapil Malani 
from Ward 20 and Laxmi 
Narayan Soni from Ward 
48 have also been given 
tickets by the BJP.

These Wards Will Be 
Closely Watched

After the Congress list 
was announced, discus-
sion has increased around 
Ward 4, 6, 7, 11, 14, 15, 17, 
23, 36, 42, 45, 47, 51 and 54. 
Many aspirants had been 
active in these wards even 
before the ticket announce-
ment. In some wards, expe-
rienced leaders have got 
another chance, while in 
some places new faces 
have replaced senior aspir-
ants. Now BJP and Con-
gress candidates are face-
to-face in all 60 wards. 
With the ticket picture 
clear, candidates of  both 
parties have started con-
tacting voters in their re-
spective wards. In the com-
ing days, booth-level or-
ganisation, personal sup-
port of  candidates and lo-
cal ward issues are likely 
to make the election con-
test more interesting.
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PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

The Delhi Government on
Monday signed an MoU with
two private companies for
the development of space
under Deepali Chowk flyover
in northwest Delhi. The
agreements were signed in
the presence of  Chief
Minister Rekha Gupta.

“Delhi Government has
signed the Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) with
Dixon Technologies Limited
and Kanodia Group, advanc-
ing its resolve for a clean,
green, and beautiful city,”
Delhi CMO said in a post on
social media.

Under the partnership,
beautification and develop-
ment of the area under the
Deepali Chowk flyover will
be taken up as part of corpo-
rate social initiative(CSR).
Additionally, murals on

pillars depicting Indian
culture, modern art, and
e n v i r o n m e n t - t h e m e d
artwork, restoration of the
green belt along Mathura
Road and MP Marg, and
installation of drip irriga-
tion and fencing with pollu-
tion-resistant plants will be
part of the initiative.

These initiatives, carried
out through corporate social
responsibility (CSR), will help
make Delhi’s public spaces
cleaner, greener, more orga-
nized and more citizen-
friendly. On the occasion,
Rekha Gupta said building a
clean, green and beautiful
Delhi is a collective respon-
sibility of the government,
society and the private
sector. The Delhi govern-
ment is encouraging public-
private partnerships through
which neglected spaces in
the city can be transformed
into better, safer, attractive

and environment-friendly
public spaces for citizens.

The goal of Delhi’s develop-
ment is not only to create
new infrastructure facilities
but also to improve the
quality of life of citizens by
making better use of existing
urban spaces. The transfor-
mation of spaces beneath
flyovers and green belts along
major roads is part of this

approach. The Chief Minister
said these initiatives would
improve the appearance and
identity of Delhi’s major cor-
ridors, increase greenery,
promote cleanliness and
provide citizens with better
public spaces. At the same
time, CSR participation by
the private sector will
strengthen the long-term
maintenance of these areas.

PWD minister Parvesh
Verma,  who was also
present at the MoU signing,
said the Government
requires public partnerships
for better results, and added
there are many NGOs and
companies that want to help
in beautification of Delhi.
Under the MoU, the two
companies will have two
stretches each for beautifica-

tion under the CSR initiative,
he said.

The partnership aims to
transform neglected or
underutilised spaces under
and around flyovers into
clean, green, safe and useful
public spaces for citizens.
The initiative will focus
simultaneously on cleanli-
ness, greenery, beautifica-
tion, safety, pedestrian

movement and environmen-
tal awareness.

As part of an initiative by
Dixon Technologies and
Vrikshit Foundation, neglect-
ed spaces along the 2.5-km
stretch from Deepali to
Mangolpuri Market beneath
the flyover will be developed
as clean, green and safe com-
munity spaces. The project
will include fencing along
the approximately 2.5-km
stretch beneath the flyover.

Environment- fr iendly
mural paintings and art-
works based on environ-
mental themes and clean
energy will be created on 61
flyover pillars, covering an
area of around 5,100 square
metres. Organised greenery
will be developed using local
plant species, grass, shrubs
and flowering plants.

As part of a CSR initiative,
the Kanodia Group will
undertake the development

and long-term maintenance
of around two acres of green
belt along Mathura Road
and MP Road. At present,
issues such as garbage
dumping, unauthorised
slums, roadside encroach-
ments and unplanned use of
these areas are affecting
greenery, cleanliness, safety
and the overall appearance
of the surroundings.

The green belts will be
developed through local
plant species, organised land-
scaping and improved main-
tenance. The proposed devel-
opment will include organ-
ised green spaces, flowering
plants, shrubs, trees and
plants, walkways, lighting
and attractive public spaces.

This will not only enhance
the greenery and appear-
ance of the area but also
provide citizens with a 
better and more convenient
environment.

MoU signed to develop space under Deepali Chowk flyover

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

Delhi marked the end of the
monsoon with a large cultur-
al festival at Talkatora
Stadium on Monday, bring-
ing folk music, dance, paint-
ing and regional traditions to
the city’s stage. The event,
titled ‘Badariya: A Monsoon
Farewell Festival’, was organ-
ised by the Delhi
Government’s Department
of Art, Culture & Language in
association with the Mata
Chakery Devi Foundation
and the Maithili-Bhojpuri
Academy. The programme
featured performances

rooted in the folk traditions
of Bihar, Uttar Pradesh and
the wider Purvanchal region.

Union Minister of State
Harsh Malhotra, Delhi Art,
Culture & Language Minister
Kapil Mishra and BJP MP Manoj
Tiwari were among those who
attended the event. Other
MPs, MLAs and cultural person-
alities were also present.
Padma Shri awardee and folk
singer Malini Awasthi was the
main performer of the
evening. She presented Kajri,
Thumri and other folk compo-
sitions before a large audience.
Other performers presented
traditional music, instrumen-
tal pieces and folk dances.

The festival drew its theme
from the long association
between the monsoon and
Indian cultural expression.
The season has traditionally
found a place in literature,
music and folk traditions,
often representing joy, love,
longing and creativity.

Organisers used songs
associated with Sawan and
Bhado, along with folk perfor-
mances and visual art, to
present this cultural connec-
tion. The programme was
designed not only as a cele-
bration of the changing
season but also as an effort to
bring regional artistic tradi-
tions before audiences in the

national Capital. Malhotra
said cultural programmes
such as Badariya could help
strengthen Delhi’s identity
while supporting the
Government’s efforts to
develop the Capital as a major
centre for cultural activities.

Mishra said the Delhi
Government had expanded
its focus on cultural pro-
grammes celebrating
Bhojpuri, Maithili and other
folk traditions. He said a
major programme showcas-
ing these traditions was
started in the city last year
and that the response had
encouraged the Government
to continue such initiatives.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

Lieutenant Governor Sardar Taranjit
Singh Sandhu on Monday reviewed
Delhi Traffic Police’s functioning and
directed its senior leadership to step
up coordination with civic agencies
to ease congestion, strengthen road
safety and improve traffic discipline
across the Capital. 

During his visit to the Delhi Traffic
Police Headquarters in Todapur,
Sandhu stressed the need for proac-
tive management of congestion-
prone locations and closer coordina-
tion among agencies responsible for
roads and traffic management. He
also called for greater public partic-
ipation in efforts to make Delhi’s
roads safer and traffic movement
more efficient.

The LG said a coordinated, technol-
ogy-driven and citizen-focused
approach was necessary to address
traffic-related challenges and improve
public confidence in the city’s traffic
management system. Senior Delhi
Traffic Police officers briefed the LG
on measures and programmes being
used to tackle congestion, improve
road discipline and engage with
road users. These included Traffic
Pathshala, Traffic Panchayat and

special enforcement campaigns tar-
geting dangerous traffic violations.

Traffic Pathshala is aimed at sensi-
tising traffic violators and promoting
awareness about responsible road
behaviour. Traffic Panchayat seeks to
bring civic agencies and other stake-
holders together to identify traffic-
related problems and work towards
their resolution.

The Traffic Police also outlined its
enforcement drives against viola-
tions considered dangerous to road
users. The initiatives are intended
to complement routine enforce-

ment with public awareness and
coordinated action.

The visit also covered prepara-
tions for the forthcoming BRICS
Summit in Delhi. The Traffic Police
briefed the LG on the arrangements
being planned for the international
event, which is expected to bring
Heads of State and Government,
foreign dignitaries and senior 
delegates to the Capital.

According to the Traffic Police,
technology-driven arrangements are
being put in place to ensure the safe
and smooth movement of foreign dig-

nitaries as well as Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and other ministers
during the summit.

Officials assured the LG that traffic
arrangements would focus on main-
taining security and uninterrupted
movement of the visiting digni-
taries while keeping inconvenience
to the general public to a minimum.
The summit preparations are expect-
ed to require close coordination
among multiple agencies, particular-
ly for managing routes used by vis-
iting delegations and maintaining
regular traffic movement in other
parts of the city.

During the review, the LG empha-
sised that inter-agency coordination
would be critical not only during
major events but also in the routine
management of Delhi’s traffic. He
called for traffic authorities and other
concerned departments to work
together rather than addressing con-
gestion and road safety issues in iso-
lation. The meeting was attended by
Special Commissioner of Police,
Traffic,  Ajay Chaudhry,  Joint
Commissioner of Police, Traffic, Sanjay
Tyagi,  three Additional
Commissioners of Police, Traffic,
along with Deputy Commissioners
and Assistant Commissioners of
Police from the Traffic unit.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

Chief Minister Rekha Gupta on
Monday said the Delhi
Government will set up ded-
icated medical rooms in 100
Government schools on a
pilot basis to provide stu-
dents immediate first aid,
basic health support and
counselling. The initiative will
subsequently be expanded in
phases to 1,086 Government
schools based on the
outcome and evaluation of
the pilot project, according to
a statement issued by the
Chief Minister’s Office.

An allocation of `5 crore
has been made in this year’s
Budget Estimates for imple-
menting the pilot project.
Additional funds required
for the expansion will be pro-
vided in the coming years
based on the pilot’s evalua-
tion and outcomes, it stated.

The medical rooms will
provide first aid, temporary
rest, basic health support,
age-appropriate health guid-
ance and counselling to stu-
dents when required, it said.

The facilities will also
provide girl students with a
safe and private space
during menstrual discom-
fort. “Our aim is to provide
students immediate first
aid, basic health support
and counsell ing when
needed,” Gupta said.

Trained health workers
will be engaged through an
approved outsourcing
arrangement to provide
primary health support at
the medical rooms. They
will also assist with coun-
selling, health-awareness
activities and maintenance
of relevant records, accord-

ing to the statement.
The Government plans to

use existing school infrastruc-
ture for the initiative, which
has been designed as a low-
cost arrangement, it said.
The initiative is aimed at cre-
ating a safe, inclusive and
health-supportive environ-
ment in schools and is in line
with the vision of the National
Education Policy (NEP) 2020,
the statement said.

The programme is also
intended to support stu-
dents’ physical and emo-
tional well-being while min-
imising disruption to their
studies, it added. 

Govt to set up medical rooms in 100 schools LG reviews traffic, seeks action on congestion hotspots

Delhi turns monsoon farewell into folk culture celebration

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

The MCD Standing
Committee is set to consid-
er a slew of proposals on
Tuesday, including setting up
a medical college and an
attached hospital  at
Kingsway Camp under the
PPP model and revival of
the historic Town Hall in
Chandni Chowk.

The meeting, scheduled to
take place at the Municipal
Council of Delhi’s (MCD) Civic
Centre, will also take up the
proposal to formally declare
48 villages as “urban villages”
under sections of the Delhi
Municipal Corporation Act,
1957, officials said.

On the urban planning
front, the agenda includes
development and revision of
layout plans for several edu-
cational and institutional
sites, including Hindu College
and Hansraj College in Delhi
University’s North Campus,
Jamia Hamdard and the
National Metro Rail
Knowledge Centre near
Vishwavidyalaya Metro
station, according to officials.

Under the healthcare pro-
posal, the civic body plans to
develop a medical college
and hospital on vacant land
within the premises of the
RBIPMT at Kingsway Camp.
The MCD has proposed
appointing SBI Capital
Markets Ltd (SBICAP) as the
transaction service adviser for
the project.

The committee is also
expected to consider a con-
servation and adaptive
reuse plan for the Town

Hall in Chandni Chowk,
including its side wings and
adjoining parks.

Officials said that anticipa-
tory approval of many of
these projects has already
been taken and passing the
agenda item will be for-
malised and ratified by the
Standing Committee.

Several proposals aimed at
improving sanitation and
cleanliness are also on the
agenda. These include the
procurement of 70 mechan-
ical road sweeping machines
through a 10-year service-
outsourcing contract and the
engagement of 1,000 battery-
operated vacuum-based
“litter picker machines” for
eight years.

The committee will also
consider agenda item of
upgrading street lighting in
the Civil Lines, City-SP, Karol
Bagh, Keshavpuram, Rohini
and Narela zones. The pro-
posal envisages a 10-year
comprehensive operation
and maintenance contract,
including areas that have not
been authorised for regular
civic development.

Other items include pro-
posals related to renaming
MCD zones, settlement of
long-pending audit paras,
extension of solid waste
management contracts and
setting up Pradhan Mantri
B h a r t i y a  J a n a u s h a d h i
K e n d r a s  a t  m u n i c i p a l  
hospitals.

The proposals are part of
the civic body’s broader
efforts to improve municipal
services, infrastructure and
access to public amenities in
the city, officials added. 

MCD panel to take up medical
college, Town Hall proposals

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

A private play school in
northeast Delhi’s Maujpur
was sealed on August 31
after a Government inspec-
tion found serious viola-
tions involving fire safety,
building permissions, emer-
gency access and the use of
a basement for classes. 

The action was taken after
an inspection report issued
by the Sub-Divisional
Magistrate, Yamuna Vihar.
The school, which is under
scrutiny, is Makoons Kids
Unplugged, a pre-school
and daycare activity centre
located at 158, Main Road,
Jammu Mohalla, Maujpur.

The officials found that the
premises did not have a fire
safety certificate and lacked
a sanctioned building plan or
completion and occupancy
certificate. The inspection
was conducted to check com-
pliance with provisions of
the Delhi Maintenance and
Management of Immovable
Property Act, the Delhi
Municipal Corporation Act
and the Delhi Fire Service Act.

The report, dated August
31 and signed by SDM Shakti
Bangar, said the school had
failed to produce satisfacto-
ry replies or the required
permissions during the
inspection. The premises

were subsequently sealed
“to ensure public safety”.
Among the most serious
findings was the condition
of the building’s emergency
arrangements. The inspec-
tion team found that the
emergency exit and staircas-
es were blocked. The only
fire extinguisher available at
the premises was also found
to be non-functional.

The school was further
found to be operating
without a fire safety certifi-
cate. Officials also found

that there was no sanc-
tioned building plan, com-
pletion certificate or occu-
pancy certificate for the
premises. The inspection
raised concerns about the
use of space inside the build-
ing. Rooms in the basement
were allegedly being used
by the school for conducting
classes, which the report
described as a violation of
the Delhi Municipal

Corporation Act. The officials
also noted that the school
was functioning in a resi-
dential area while carrying
out commercial activity.

Another concern was the
lack of ventilation. The
inspection report said the
rooms did not have proper
air circulation, adding to
concerns about the suit-
ability of the premises for
young children. Officials also
found a borewell at the site
but said the school manage-
ment could not produce

permission for its installa-
tion during the inspection.

The school was also found
to be operating a kitchen on
the first floor using domes-
tic LPG cylinders, according
to the report. The combina-
tion of cooking activity, res-
idential use and inadequate
fire safety arrangements
raised further concerns
about the safety of children
and staff on the premises.

The inspection was
carried out specifically to
identify violations of provi-
sions governing building
use, municipal require-
ments and fire safety. The
report said the authorities
sealed the premises after
the director of the play
school failed to provide a
satisfactory response or
produce necessary permis-
sions. The school’s Maujpur
address is also listed on the
official Makoons website as
one of its Delhi pre-school
centres. The site describes
the centre as a Makoons pre-
school and gives the same
address at 158, Main Road,
Jammu Mohalla, Maujpur.

The action comes against
the backdrop of Delhi’s reg-
ulatory framework for educa-
tional and early-learning
facilities. The city’s planning
documents recognise play
schools, nursery schools and
similar early-learning facili-
ties in certain residential set-
tings under mixed-use provi-
sions, but such premises
remain subject to develop-
ment and safety controls.

Fire safety certificates
issued by the Delhi Fire
Service also make clear that
safety equipment must
remain functional and that
such certification does not
regularise unauthorised
construction or alterations.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

The Delhi Government on
Monday extended the paper-
based Pink Ticket system for
women travelling free on DTC
buses till September 17. The
extension gives commuters
more time to shift to the Pink
Saheli Smart Card system. 

Transport Minister Pankaj
Kumar Singh said the exten-
sion was intended to ensure
that women do not face dis-
ruption during the transition,
particularly during the upcom-
ing festive period. From
September 18, the Pink Saheli
Smart Card will be mandato-
ry for women seeking the
free bus travel facility.

Nearly 19 lakh women have
already applied or registered
for the Pink Saheli Smart
Card,  according to the
Transport Minister. He said
the response to the registra-
tion drive had been encour-
aging and that the
Government would continue
issuing cards even after
September 17. “The exten-
sion has been given till
September 17,” Singh said,
adding that paper tickets
would remain available until
that date. He said the smart
card system would take over
fully from the following day.

The extended deadline

comes ahead of several festi-
vals, including Janmashtami,
Teej and Ganesh Chaturthi,
when travel tends to increase
for religious, social and family
occasions. 

The Government said
retaining the existing system
during this period would help
prevent inconvenience to
women commuters.
September 17 is also the birth-

day of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and marks
the beginning of Seva
Pakhwada, which will contin-
ue until October 2. The minis-
ter linked the extension to the
Government’s effort to ensure
continuity of the free travel
facility during the transition.

Singh said women who
have not yet registered for the
Pink Saheli Smart Card will not
lose the opportunity after the
September 17 deadline. 

Pink tickets extended
till September 17

Delhi Govt seals Maujpur play school
over fire, building safety violations

Delhi Chief Minister Rekha Gupta during the signing of an MoU between the
Delhi Government, Dixon Technologies Limited and Kanodia Group for the
beautification and maintenance of flyovers and public spaces PANKAJ KUMAR
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PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi 

A 16-year-old girl from Uttar
Pradesh was allegedly gang-
raped by a bus driver and
conductor inside a moving
sleeper bus. The incident
took place during a 47-kilo-
metre journey from Greater
Noida to Old Delhi on the
night of August 4. The crime
surfaced after the Delhi police
confirmed on Monday, nearly
a month after the incident.

Police used CCTV footage
and other investigative inputs
to trace the bus to a parking
facility in Timarpur, north
Delhi. The accused, identified
as driver Kuldeep, 39, and
conductor Sandeep, 26, have
been arrested, and the bus
has been seized and sent for
forensic examination, Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(North) Niharika Bhatt said.
Police said Sandeep has no
prior criminal record.

The crime, which brought
back painful memories of
the 2012 gang-rape and
murder in Delhi known as the
Nirbhaya case, took place on
the night of August 4.

Investigators have also
examined the circumstances
in which the bus was being
operated. According to
police sources, the vehicle
had earlier developed a tech-
nical fault and had been
taken to a workshop in
Surajpur, Greater Noida, for
repairs. After the repairs,
Kuldeep and Sandeep were
driving the empty bus
towards Timarpur when
they encountered the girl.

According to police, the

girl, a class 11 student from
Mainpuri district, left home
without informing her family
on August 4 after being
scolded by her mother a
day earlier. She was travel-
ling to Noida Sector 63 to
meet her cousin.

Amid heavy rain and dark-
ness, she mistakenly got off at
Pari Chowk in Greater Noida,
believing she had reached her
destination, police said.
Realising her error, she sig-
nalled an approaching empty
sleeper bus for help. The con-
ductor told her the bus was
headed to Noida Sector 63 and
offered her a lift, following
which she boarded the vehicle.

According to the girl’s state-
ment to police, the conductor
began behaving inappropri-
ately soon after the bus
started moving. The driver
and conductor then sexually

assaulted her and threat-
ened to kill her if she resist-
ed, DCP Bhatt said.

The bus, which had been
returning empty from a repair
workshop in Greater Noida’s
Surajpur area, continued on
toward Delhi. The girl was
allegedly assaulted through
the length of the journey
before being abandoned near
Ring Road, close to Kashmere
Gate ISBT, late that night. The
accused then fled.

The girl  approached
Kashmere Gate police station
and reported the assault.
Police arrested both accused
the same day from a bus
parking lot in north Delhi’s
Timarpur. Police said the
sleeper bus had curtains
fitted throughout, meaning
people outside would not
have been able to see what
was happening inside the

vehicle during the journey.
A forensic team examining

the bus found strands of the
girl’s hair inside, according to
reports. Police have also
conducted potency tests on
the accused following their
arrest. An officer investigat-
ing the case, speaking on
condition of anonymity, said
frequent barricading along
the route had been difficult
since much of it ran through
highways and Ring Road,
where checks risked causing
severe traffic congestion.
Police personnel  had,
however, been deployed
near the Delhi border at the
Noida entry point.

The officer said police
informed the girl’s family
about the incident the same
night and called them to
Delhi. A woman police officer
remained with the girl and

assisted her until her family
arrived. The girl was later pro-
duced before the Child
Welfare Committee and, on
its orders, handed over to her
father. According to the
sources, it has been identified
that both men are employees
associated with the private
bus operator. Their exact
roles and movements before
and after the alleged crime

are being examined as part of
the investigation.

Police said the case was
registered without delay
despite questions of juris-
diction, given that the assault
began in Uttar Pradesh and
continued into Delhi, and
that CCTV footage helped
trace the bus and identify the
accused within hours. The
investigation is ongoing, and

police have not disclosed
further details of the ques-
tioning of the two accused or
the timeline for filing a
chargesheet in the case.

In the 2012 Nirbhaya inci-
dent, a 22-year-old physio-
therapy intern and her male
friend had boarded an off-
duty private bus after watch-
ing a movie. The girl was tor-
tured and gang-raped inside

the bus by six men, including
the driver ,  who also
thrashed her friend before
throwing the duo from the
moving vehicle. The inci-
dent triggered nationwide
outrage and led to the
passage of the Criminal Law
(Amendment) Act, 2013,
which transformed India’s
legal framework regarding
sexual offences.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

A cab driver employed at a
private school in Delhi’s Bawana
area has been arrested for
allegedly sexually assaulting a
three-year-old nursery student
on multiple occasions, police
said on Monday. According to
police, the accused allegedly
lured the child with chocolates
before touching her inappropri-
ately on several occasions. He
has been identified as Vikas
Singh and had been working at
the school for around eight
months.

The case came to light after
the child’s mother noticed a
change in her daughter’s behav-
iour and questioned her about
it. The child told her mother
about a “bad uncle” at school
who used to give her chocolates,
but was unable to identify the
person by name.

Unable to get further details
from the child, the parents
approached the school admin-
istration. On August 24, school
authorities showed the child
photographs and CCTV footage
from the premises, through
which she identified the accused
driver, police said. Police’s pre-
liminary investigation indicated
the child had been assaulted
four times.

Following this identification,
the school informed police, and

the child’s parents filed a com-
plaint at Bawana police station.
An FIR was registered under
r e l e v a n t  s e c t i o n s  o f  t h e
Protection of Children from
Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act,
along with provisions relating to
sexual harassment and assault,
according to police. The accused
was arrested from the school
premises. Preliminary investiga-
t i o n  f o u n d  h e  h a d  b e e n
employed at the school as a
driver for approximately eight
months prior to his arrest.

A police official described the
pattern of the alleged assaults.
“ C C T V  f o o t a g e  s h o w s  t h e
accused roaming around the

school premises with choco-
lates in his pocket. It is alleged
that he followed the minor
when she went to the wash-
room, offered her chocolate,
and assaulted her under the
staircase,” the official said.

Investigators have seized the
accused’s mobile phone, which
reportedly contained several
videos showing him offering
chocolates to other young chil-
dren at the school. Police said
they are working to identify
these other children so that
they can be provided with nec-
essary counselling. CCTV footage
from across the school premis-
es has also been taken into

police custody as part of the
investigation, which remains
ongoing.

Police have not yet disclosed
the total number of children
who may have been targeted,
nor have they specified the
exact dates on which the alleged
assaults on the identified victim
took place, beyond confirming
that they occurred on multiple
occasions over the course of his
employment at the school.

The case adds to a series of
recent incidents in Delhi involv-
ing alleged sexual offences
against children by drivers, con-
ductors and other support staff
employed in and around schools
and transport services, prompt-
ing renewed scrutiny of back-
ground verification and moni-
toring procedures for such staff.

Police said further investiga-
tion is underway, including
efforts to corroborate the child’s
identification of the accused
with additional footage and any
further statements from other
children or staff members who
may have witnessed his move-
ments around the school.

The accused was booked at
Bawana police station under
relevant provisions of the POCSO
Act. The case includes Sections
8, 10 and 21 of the POCSO Act and
Section 74 of the Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita. The accused has
been arrested as the investiga-
tion continues.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

A 10-year-old girl studying at a
Government school in east Delhi’s
Vinod Nagar died last week
during treatment. The family of
the child alleged that she had
been punished by a teacher for
not bringing a book to school,
forcing her to stand out in the sun,
police sources said on Monday.

Commenting on the matter,
Delhi Education Minister Ashish
Sood said that an inquiry is
currently underway into the
tragic death of the student at
the school in East Vinod Nagar. 

“Pending the completion of
the inquiry, the concerned
teacher has been transferred
with immediate effect to ensure
that the investigation is con-
ducted fairly and without any
interference. The Government is
treating this matter with the
utmost seriousness and sensi-
tivity. If the inquiry establishes
any negligence, dereliction of
duty, or irregularity at any level,
strict and decisive action will be
taken against those found
responsible, in accordance with
the law,” he said.

According to police sources,
the incident occurred at
Sarvodaya Kanya Vidyalaya on
August 27. The school contacted

the girl’s mother, identified as
Anjali, after her daughter’s health
deteriorated during the day. The
mother of the child alleged that
when she reached the school,
she found her daughter standing
outside in the sun and visibly
unwell. The family has alleged
that a teacher had punished the
girl for not bringing a book to
class that day.

The girl was subsequently
taken to a hospital, where she
died during treatment on August
27, according to the police source.
Following her death, family
members and local residents
held a protest outside the school,
demanding strict action against
those found responsible for the

incident. BJP MLA Ravinder Singh
Negi visited the school after the
protest and said an inquiry would
be conducted into the matter,
adding that strict action would be
taken against any school staff
member found guilty of wrongdo-
ing. Police said the allegations
made by the family are currently
being investigated.

The police source did not
specify what medical condition
led to the girl’s death, nor has an
official cause of death been
confirmed pending further
investigation. It also remains
unclear whether any specific
teacher or staff member has
been formally named or ques-
tioned by police in connection
with the incident so far.

Police have not indicated
whether a formal FIR has been
registered in the matter, or under
what specific legal provisions
the investigation is currently
proceeding. The Directorate of
Education has not yet issued a
public statement on the inci-
dent or on the inquiry referred to
by the local MLA.

Further details, including the
findings of any inquiry ordered by
education authorities or a post-
mortem examination report, are
expected to emerge as the inves-
tigation progresses

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

The draft roll for Delhi after
the Special Intensive Revision
(SIR) exercise has 97,53,577
electors,  compared to
1,55,24,858 in the electoral
roll used for the Assembly
elections held last February
— a decline of 57,71,281, or
37.18 per cent.

Men account for a larger
share of the decline as their
numbers fell from 83,49,645
in 2025 to 49,88,993 in the
draft roll, a reduction of
40.25 per cent. The number
of female electors fell from
71,73,952 to 47,64,137, or
33.59 per cent.

As a result, women now
account for 48.85 per cent of
the draft electorate, com-
pared to 46.21 per cent in the
2025 roll. The difference
between male and female
electors has narrowed from
11.76 lakh to 2.25 lakh. The
change is significant among
third-gender electors, whose
numbers fell from 1,261 in
2025 to 447 in the draft roll,
a reduction of 64.55 per cent.

The draft also has about
half as many first-time voters
in the 18 to 19 age group as
compared to the 2025 roll.
Their numbers have fallen

from 2,08,302 in 2025 to
1,03,870 now, a decline of
50.13 per cent.

Among electors aged 85
years and above, the number
has fallen from 1,09,941 in
2025 to 40,871, or by 62.82 per
cent. The draft roll separate-
ly lists 189 electors aged 100
years and above.

The largest of these cate-
gories was permanently
shifted, absent or others, at
43,32,775 electors, or 29.86
per cent of the starting
figures. Another 2,82,412 elec-
tors, or 1.95 per cent, were
reported dead, while 1,41,535,
or 0.98 per cent, were iden-

tified as enrolled at multiple
places or duplicates.

The 57.71 lakh difference
between the 2025 roll and
the draft  roll  cannot,
however, be treated as the
number of electors deleted
through the SIR.

The election authorities
placed the remaining
47,56,722 electors in cate-
gories covering those who
shifted permanently, were
absent or otherwise not
found, dead, and those
enrolled at multiple places or
identified as duplicates.  The
2025 Assembly election roll
had 1,55,24,858 electors,

whereas the SIR began with
1,45,10,299 electors. The draft
roll figures of 97,53,577 reflect
the enumeration forms col-
lected during the exercise.

The 2025 Assembly election
roll had 1,55,24,858 electors,
whereas the SIR began with
1,45,10,299 electors. The draft
roll figures of 97,53,577 reflect
the enumeration forms col-
lected during the exercise.

The draft roll is not the
final electoral roll. The claims
and objections period began
on Monday and will contin-
ue till September 30. Electors
whose names are missing
can seek inclusion by submit-
ting Form 6 with the pre-
scribed declaration.

The Election Commission
has also asked those who will
turn 18 on or before October
1, 2026, to apply for inclusion
through Form 6. Special
enrolment drives are
planned across Delhi .
Transpersons and communi-
ty representatives had
pointed to problems during
the enumeration stage,
including differences in
names across documents,
difficulties in providing per-
manent address proof and
lack of access to documents
held by estranged family
members.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n New Delhi

Days after a teenage girl was gang-
raped on a moving bus in Noida, the
Delhi Government plans to adopt a GPS
to monitor buses entering the nation-
al Capital from neighbouring States in
real-time and facilitate swift action in
emergencies.

Chief Minister Rekha Gupta said the
city Government plans to link the GPS
systems of buses entering Delhi from
neighbouring States with the relevant
Delhi government department’s
system. The chief minister also
ordered the sealing of a private
daycare and playschool in Jafrabad fol-
lowing allegations of physical and
sexual abuse of a three-year-old child.
The Chief Minister warned that school
managements found negligent in
cases involving children’s safety would
be held accountable alongside those
directly responsible.

The Chief Minister’s remarks come
amid separate ongoing police investi-
gations into the Jafrabad daycare case,
the Bawana school assault case, and
the interstate bus rape case involving
the minor from Uttar Pradesh, all of
which have drawn public attention to
gaps in child safety oversight across
schools, daycare centres and transport
services operating in and around Delhi.

The chief minister said that inhu-
mane treatment of young school-
children was deeply distressing for any
civilised society and that her govern-
ment would not stay silent on such

matters. She directed officials to
ensure immediate action wherever
children’s safety was compromised
and to pursue strict legal action
against those found responsible.

On the Jafrabad case, the Chief
Minister said the law was already
taking its course, but added that the
government would not remain a mute
spectator. She said the Delhi govern-
ment would extend legal assistance to
the child’s family if required. The
Chief Minister also addressed the
alleged sexual assault of a three-
year-old nursery student by a school
bus driver in Bawana, expressing
strong displeasure over the staff
member’s alleged involvement and
questioning the school management’s
accountability in the matter.

The Chief Minister said school man-

agements were responsible for ensur-
ing proper verification and continuous
monitoring of bus staff involved in
transporting children. She warned that
if any school bus staff member was
found involved in a similar incident in
the future, responsibility would extend
to the school management as well. She
said the government intended to
ensure that safety responsibilities laid
down for schools, daycare centres and
school transport systems were fully fol-
lowed, with strict action against anyone
found negligent.

The Chief Minister further expressed
grief over the rape of a 16-year-old girl
from Uttar Pradesh, allegedly assault-
ed inside a moving bus in the Delhi-NCR
region. She raised concern over the
alleged role of the bus driver and con-
ductor involved, saying such incidents
shook the conscience of civilised society.

To address safety gaps in interstate
bus travel, the Chief Minister said the
Delhi government would hold discus-
sions with neighbouring state govern-
ments to strengthen safety measures
for women and children travelling to
and from the capital by bus.

She said the Government planned to
develop a system linking the GPS
systems of buses entering Delhi from
other states with the tracking system
used by the relevant Delhi government
department. This, she said, would
allow authorities to monitor the loca-
tion of such buses and access other nec-
essary information, enabling swifter
action during emergencies.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

A 43-km journey by a private
sleeper bus through Greater
Noida and Delhi, during
which a 16-year-old girl was
allegedly gang-raped, has
exposed glaring gaps in
roadside surveillance and
policing, with investigators
finding just two proper
checkpoints along the route,
officials said.

A senior police officer privy
to the investigation said the
entire route, from Pari
Chowk to Kashmere Gate, is
being mapped to ascertain
the availability of police
checkpoints, barricades,
CCTV cameras and other sur-
veillance mechanisms along
the 43-km stretch.

“We got to know that the
first checkpoint was a few
metres away from Pari
Chowk. There was a police
booth and heavy barricad-
ing installed along the road-
side,” the officer said,
requesting anonymity.

Investigators are track-

ing the bus’s journey
through major checkpoints
and intersections to deter-
mine whether it was cap-
tured by CCTV cameras,
whether vehicle monitoring
systems were operational
and whether police person-
nel were deployed at criti-
cal points.

One such point was the
Delhi-Noida intersection
near Mayur Vihar, one of the
busiest stretches along the
route. Heavy barricading
was installed along the
roadside, but there were
no police personnel present
at the spot during the night,
the officer said.

CCTV cameras were also
missing from the traffic
signals at the intersection,
creating another surveillance
gap on a route that the bus
allegedly travelled without
being stopped, he said.

Police are examining
footage from cameras
installed at other points to
reconstruct the bus’s move-
ment and identify any loca-
tions where it may have
stopped before reaching
Kashmere Gate.

The route assessment
found further gaps near the
destination. At Kashmere
Gate, there was no barricad-
ing or checkpoint at the

location where the journey
ended, according to the
investigation.

“In the 43-km stretch that
we covered, we could trace
only two proper check-
points before reaching the
final destination, Kashmere
Gate,” the officer said.

The findings are signifi-
cant as the bus was not
operating a regular passen-
ger service that night.
According to the travel
company and investigators,
it had been taken to a work-
shop at Surajpur in Greater
Noida for repairs after devel-
oping a technical fault and
was later being driven
towards Kashmere Gate for
painting.

The route assessment has
raised questions over the
monitoring of vehicles trav-
elling between the National
Capital Region and Delhi,
particularly at major inter-
sections where barricading
and surveillance infrastruc-
ture existed but police per-
sonnel or CCTV cameras
were allegedly missing.

Minor gang-raped on sleeper bus from Greater Noida to Delhi
43-km bus journey exposes gaps in roadside surveillance

School cab driver held for sexually assaulting toddler

Delhi draft voter roll shrinks 37.18% after SIR

10-year-old dies after allegedly being
made to stand in sun at Govt school

GPS plan for buses entering Delhi 

The suspected sleeper bus after a 16-year-old Class 11 student was allegedly gang-raped inside it in Delhi’s
Kashmere Gate area on Monday PTI

The family members protesting outside
the school on Monday
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