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India ready to help end Ukrame Russia
war ‘In any manner’ : Jaishankar

B FAIR REPORT
NEW DELHI

India is ready to extend
“any help in any manner”
to end the Ukraine-Russia
war, External Affairs Min-
ister S Jaishankar said on
Thursday as he held wide-
ranging talks with his
Ukrainian counterpart An-
drii Sybiha in Kyiv. South-
Asians & Diaspora “India
has consistently main-
tained that this is not an
era of war, and that solu-
tions will not emerge from
the battlefield,” Jais-
hankar said in a joint press
statement with Sybiha af-
ter their talks. He recalled
that Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi, during his meet-
ing with Russian President
Vladimir Putin in Bishkek
two days ago, had said that
“endless war must now
give way to the end of war”.

“Every passing day of
conflict only means more
deaths and more destruc-
tion. Understandably, it is
for the parties involved to
find a way. But, if India can
be of any help in any man-

ner, we are ready,” Jais-
hankar said.

India has consistently
called for an end to the
Russia-Ukraine conflict
through dialogue and di-
plomacy.

“In consonance with
Prime Minister Modi’s call
for an end to war, my visit
has a focus on the pros-
pects of dialogue and diplo-
macy. I will be taking back
the views and positions
shared today by the Ukrain-

ian side,” Jaishankar said.

Sybiha earlier wel-
comed Modi’s call to move
from an endless war to-
wards an end to the con-
flict, saying UKkraine
“stands ready for diploma-
cy”. Jaishankar arrived in
Kyiv amid escalating hos-
tilities between Moscow
and Kyiv. He said his visit
had a bilateral purpose but
was also taking place
against the larger back-
drop of the war, which be-

“Damage Control” Denied: BJP’s Madan Rathore
Turns Congress Tlcket Row Into Poll Offensive

B FAIR REPORT
JAIPUR

Rajasthan BJP president
Madan Rathore has sought
to turn the Congress’ tick-
et-distribution disputes
into a political advantage
ahead of the civic elec-
tions, claiming the opposi-
tion party is struggling to
manage its own internal
crisis while the BJP re-
mains focused on the cam-
paign. Responding to re-
ports of discontent within
the BJP over ticket distri-
bution, Rathore dismissed
talk of a “damage control”
exercise. “There has been
no damage in the BJP, so
where is the question of
damage control?” Rathore
said the BJP was not a per-
sonality-driven organisa-
tion but one built around
ideology and organisation-

al discipline. “The post is
bigger than the individual,
the organisation is bigger
than the post, and the na-
tion is bigger than the or-

ganisation,” he said, as-
serting that those denied
tickets would continue
working for the party. His
sharper attack, however,
was reserved for Congress.

Rathore pointed to the
controversy surrounding a
Youth Congress leader in
Jaipur following denial of
a councillor ticket, ques-

tioning what he described
as the gap between Con-
gress’ rhetoric on women’s
empowerment and its in-
ternal politics. He also cit-
ed reported clashes among
Congress workers in Bi-
kaner over ticket distribu-
tion as evidence of grow-
ing discontent within the
party.The BJP president
claimed the Congress was
being consumed by ticket
battles, factionalism and
internal dissent, while the
BJP’s organisational ma-
chinery was reaching out
to voters.

Rathore said the civic
polls would, therefore, be-
come a test of “develop-
ment, good governance and
strong leadership”, argu-
ing that voters were look-
ing beyond internal politi-
cal battles.

gan in 2022. “Only two days
ago, an Indian national
was also killed in an attack
in Kyiv. We join in mourn-
ing every life lost and con-
vey our deepest sympathy
to every affected family,”
he said.

The two ministers also
discussed attacks on com-
mercial shipping in the
Black Sea. Jaishankar said
Indian seafarers working
on ships of various flags
had been among those af-

“DON'T WAIT FORA
DROUGHT’’: GEHLOT
DEMANDS CROP-
DAMAGE SURVEY AS
RAJASTHAN FARMERS
FACE RAIN CRISIS
JATIPUR : Withrain deficien-
cy threatening kKharif crops
across more than a dozen
districts, former Rajasthan
chief minister Ashok Gehlot
on Thursday urged the state
government to act before a
weather crisis turns into a
rural economic crisis. Gehlot
said guar, moong, moth and
bajra crops from Hanuman-
garh to Balotra had suffered
severe damage due to inade-
quate rainfall, with several
areas facing the prospect of
widespread crop failure.
Farmers who have borrowed
money to cultivate their
fields, he said, face the great-
est uncertainty, while live-
stock owners are increas-
ingly confronting a shortage
of fodder.

fected. He said disruptions
to shipping were also af-
fecting countries in the
Global South, contributing
to fuel, fertiliser and food
shortages.

Jaishankar also high-
lighted India’s humanitar-
ian assistance to Ukraine,
including 19 consignments
of aid. On bilateral ties, he
said trade between the two
countries covered pharma-
ceuticals, food and agricul-
ture, fertilisers, machin-
ery, chemicals and con-
sumer goods. While the
war and logistical chal-
lenges had disrupted trade,
he said there had been re-
silience and new opportu-
nities.

Jaishankar also high-
lighted India’s strengths in
digital capabilities, inno-
vation and startups, saying
artificial intelligence
could open new avenues in
health, education, agricul-
ture and governance.

He invited Sybiha to
visit India for the next
meeting of the Intergov-
ernmental Commission.

weoreaevtrons: - KRISHNA JANMASHTAMI:
JAIPUR METRO TO

RUN PAST MIDNIGHT,

218 TRIPS PLANNED

TIKARAM JULI HITS
BACK AT BJP OVER
10-CORPORATION
CLAIM

ALWAR | SEPTEMBER 3:
Rajasthan Leader of Oppo-
sition Tikarama Juli on
Thursday launched a
sharp counterattack
against BJP state in-charge
Radha Mohan Das Agarw-
al over his claim that the
BJP would form boards in
all 10 municipal corpora-
tions and end the state’s
five-year cycle of changing
governments. Taking a
swipe at Agarwal’s “roti”
metaphor, Juli said the
BJP should stop worrying
about “turning the roti on
the griddle” and start wor-
rying about the public
mood. “The people are not
aroti. They are the owners
of democracy,” Juli said,
arguing that the direction
of power is determined by
voters, not political predic-
tions. Juli accused the BJP
government of trying to
reduce complex public
grievances to political slo-
gans. Inflation, unemploy-
ment, electricity and water
problems, he said, could
not be “flipped” away with
speeches.

Last train to leave
Mansarovar at 1 am
and Badi Chaupar at
1:10 am on September
4 as traffic curbs hit
Jaipur’s Walled City

H FAIR REPORT
JAIPUR

Jaipur is preparing for a
late-night rush this Jan-
mashtami, and the city’s
Metro is extending its op-
erations to keep devotees
and festival-goers moving
after midnight.

On September 4, Jaipur
Metro will operate 218
trips, substantially in-
creasing services for the
Krishna Janmashtami cel-
ebrations. The final train
will depart Mansarovar at
1 am, while the last service
from Badi Chaupar will
leave at 1:10 am.

The extended schedule
assumes particular sig-
nificance as several con-
ventional modes of public
transport—including e-

rickshaws, e-autos, au-
torickshaws and city and
mini buses—will be barred
from entering parts of the
Walled City to facilitate
smoother traffic move-
ment during the celebra-
tions.

With large crowds ex-
pected around the historic
city and temple areas, the
Metro is positioned as a
key alternative for com-
muters travelling towards
and away from the Walled
City. Jaipur Metro officials
said the additional servic-
es have been planned keep-
ing in view the expected
movement of passengers
during the festival and the
traffic restrictions in the
Parkota area. Jaipur Met-
ro Chairman and Manag-
ing Director Vaibhav
Galariya extended Jan-
mashtami greetings to
Jaipur residents and Met-
ro passengers, saying com-
muters would be able to
benefit from the additional
services on September 4.

RAJASTHAN HC ROW: JUSTICE SHARMA HITS
BACK, DENIES ALL ALLEGATIONS BEFORE CJi

Acting Chief Justice
submits detailed
response with
documents; calls
charges ‘“baseless”
and says campaign was
aimed at blocking his
elevation

W FAIR REPORT

JAIPUR

The controversy engulfing
the Rajasthan High Court
escalated sharply on Thurs-
day as Acting Chief Justice
Sanjeev Prakash Sharma
submitted a detailed re-
sponse to Chief Justice of
India Surya Kant, categori-
cally denying the allega-
tions made against him and
claiming that he was the
target of a deliberate cam-

paign to damage his reputa-
tion.

Justice Sharma said he
had responded to the allega-
tions point by point and
with documentary evi-
dence, according to his
statement. He described the
charges as unfounded, false
and motivated by “animos-
ity”. The response comes
days after the Supreme

Court Collegium recom-
mended Justice Sanjay K.
Agrawal of the Chhattis-
garh High Court as the next
Chief Justice of Rajasthan,
amid mounting controver-
sy over Sharma’s tenure.
The allegations had been
raised by Supreme Court
Justice Sandeep Mehta,
who wrote three letters to
the CJI seeking action
against Sharma and alleg-
ing, among other things,
maladministration, corrup-
tion, nepotism, favouritism
and misuse of roster pow-
ers. The allegations remain
allegations and have not
been judicially established.
Justice Sharma has now of-
fered a sharply different ac-
count. He has alleged that
the campaign against him

KRISHNA JANMASHTAMI: WHEN
WISDOM IS BORN IN THE AGE OF KALI

Traditional

Hindu

Hemraj Tikam
chand Tiwari

By Special Feature Desk

very year, at mid-
night, when tem-
ples across India

announce the birth of
Krishna, millions -cele-
brate an ancient story. But
Janmashtami deserves a
question beyond ritual:

Why does Krishna still
matter?

chronology places Krish-
na’s birth around 3228
BCE, towards the end of
Dvapara Yuga, while his
departure is traditionally
associated with the begin-
ning of Kali Yuga in 3102
BCE. These are tradition-
al calculations, not dates
established by modern
archaeology.

Krishna was born in a
prison. Kansa had created
a world where fear was an
instrument of power.

Our prisons today are
different.

A young person can be-
come imprisoned by com-
parison. A businessman
by profit. A professional
by status. A wealthy man

A win merabie the amedhon Bl mecs we fAad araneh 1o

by the fear of losing
wealth. We possess un-
precedented freedom—

and yet millions remain
prisoners of their own
desires.

Kansa has changed his
address. He no longer
needs a throne. He can live
inside the human mind.

That is where Krishna
becomes more than a fig-
ure of religious memory.

The Bhagavad Gita
says:

The self is one’s own
friend; the self is one’s
own enemy.

Few teachings speak
more directly to the mod-
ern age.

We have more informa-
tion than any generation
before us, yet information
has not automatically pro-
duced wisdom. Technolo-
gy has multiplied our
power; it has not necessar-

ily improved our judge-
ment.

Arjuna stood on a bat-
tlefield with power, duty
and weapons before him—
but was paralysed by con-
fusion. Krishna did not
remove the battlefield. He
removed the confusion.

The Gita’s enduring in-
struction—

AT BRI AT
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—does not reject ambi-
tion. It warns against be-
coming enslaved by its re-
wards.

Perhaps that is the
deeper meaning of Jan-
mashtami in Kali Yuga.

We need not wait for
Krishna to appear outside
us. We must allow some-
thing of Krishna to appear

within our conduct—clar-

ity amid confusion, cour-
age amid fear, restraint
amid temptation and
Dharma when conveni-
ence offers an easier path.
Kansa does not always
arrive with an army.
Sometimes he arrives
as greed. Sometimes ego.
Sometimes distraction.
And sometimes, most qui-
etly, as our own uncon-
trolled mind.
The age may be Kali.
The choice is still ours.
And perhaps the great-
est wealth we can carry
into the future is not what
we possess, but the wis-
dom to know what de-
serves to possess us—and
what must never be al-
lowed to.

was timed around consid-
eration of his possible ele-
vation and also pointed to
opposition from sections of
the Bar.

The dispute had already
spilled into the courtroom
ecosystem, with lawyers at
the Jaipur and Jodhpur
seats protesting against
Sharma’s continuation.
Justice Sharma has indi-
cated that he may place his
full defence in the public
domain at an appropriate
stage. The Rajasthan High
Court controversy has now
moved into a critical insti-
tutional phase—with alle-
gations on one side, a docu-
mentary rebuttal on the
other, and the CJI-led insti-
tutional process expected to
determine what follows.

115,000 TRAP: BARAN
POLICE HEAD
CONSTABLE HELD
OVER BRIBE DEMAND
JAIPUR: Rajasthan’s Anti-
Corruption Bureau (ACB)
arrested a head constable in
Baran district on Thursday
for allegedly accepting a
15,000 bribe through a mid-
dleman, in a trap operation
linked to a threat of police
action against a complain-
ant.

According to the ACB,
Ramnivas, Head Constable
No. 1445, posted at Kawai po-
lice station, allegedly de-
manded money from com-
plainant Girraj Nagar in re-
turn fornot initiating action
against him and not impli-
cating him in a false case.
The ACB said an initial com-
plaint alleged a demand of

70,000. During verification,

however, a demand for
15,000 was established, fol-
lowing which the bureau
laid a trap. The money was
allegedly handed over by the
complainant to Hansraj
Rathi, identified by the ACB
as the alleged middleman
and a resident of Kohni vil-
lage in Kawai area.
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= States Focus = Himalayan disaster plan reviewed after Nepal floods

PM PAYS TRIBUTE TO UTTAM
KUMAR ON BIRTH CENTENARY

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Thursday paid rich
tribute to Bengali film legend Uttam Kumar on his birth
centenary, saying his timeless performances connect with
people across generations. Born on September 3, 1926,
Uttam Kumar, whose original name was Arun Kumar
Chattopadhyay, died on July 24, 1980.

“Mahanayak Uttam Kumar...

Alegend whose timeless

performances connect with people across generations.
Tributes on his birth centenary,” Modi said in a post on

social media.

The prime minister also shared part of his August 30
radio address ‘Mann Ki Baat' where he described Uttam
Kumar as a versatile actor who became deeply embedded

in people’s hearts through his performances.

(PNS)

FAIR REPORT
M New Delhi

With the unprecedented
floods in Nepal sounding a
warning for India, Union
Home Secretary Govind
Mohan on Thursday reviewed
the preparedness of the
Himalayan States and Union
Territories against the risks
posed by Glacial Lake
Outburst Floods (GLOFs) and
snow avalanches. During the
meeting, he took stock of
early warning systems, mon-
itoring of vulnerable glacial
lakes and snow-covered
areas, identification of high-
risk locations and flow paths,
timely dissemination of
alerts, evacuation prepared-
ness, and strengthening of
response mechanisms.

The message from a high-
level review chaired by the
Home Secretary was blunt:
scientific warnings must no
longersitin files. Institutions
that monitor glaciers, lakes
and slopes already generate
data. The gap, officials said, is
the speed with which those

alerts reach district adminis-
trations, hydropower opera-
tors, road agencies and com-
munities living downstream.
Gaps in early-warning net-
works and evacuation routes
must be identified. Officials
said gaps in early-warning
systems and evacuation routes
need to be found now, not
after another disaster. Fixes
should not be delayed until the
next monsoon or winter.
The Centre issued a clear
order to Himachal Pradesh,
Uttarakhand, Sikkim, and
Arunachal Pradesh, which
are part of the National
Glacial Lake Outburst Flood
Risk Mitigation Programme
approved in 2024, to speed
up the project. 2023 South
Lhonak disaster in Sikkim,
when a massive rock col-
lapse into a glacial lake gen-
erated a displacement wave
that tore down the Teesta
valley, destroying a major
hydropower dam and set-
tlements. Two years later,
officials say progress on mon-
itoring stations, lake-lowering
works, downstream warning

Jaipur, Friday, 4 September 2026
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I-Residentsipull a newly istalled zipline to help beople commute across the
Trishuli river in the aftermath of flash floods at Bidur in Nepal’s Nuwakot
district, Nepal on Wednesday

PTI

systems and community
training has been uneven.
The floods in Nepal on
August 26 highlighted the
dangers in the region. When
a glacier collapsed near the
border, it sent water rushing
down the Bhote Koshi and
Trishuli rivers. The flood
destroyed bridges, roads,
hydropower tunnels, and
entire hillsides. Rescue teams
are still looking for bodies,
and thousands of people
remain missing. Rivers
flowing into Bihar and Uttar

Pradesh rose rapidly, putting
Indian border districts on
alert. By the time the flood
reached the plains, its worst
effects had faded. However,
the same geological risks,
warming trends, and down-
stream dangers exist on the
Indian side too.

There are about 7,500
glacial lakes in India’s
Himalayan region. National
agencies have marked nearly
200 as high-risk. The most
dangerous lakes are in
Himachal Pradesh, Sikkim,

Ladakh, Arunachal Pradesh,
Jammu and Kashmir, and
Uttarakhand.

Many of these lakes are
above hydropower projects,
highways, Army and ITBP
posts, and crowded valleys. If
a lake breaks, the flood can
travel for tens of kilometres
within minutes. Sometimes,
there are only hours or even
less to warn people.

The ministry’s meeting
stressed the need for last-
mile connectivity. Tools like
satellite data, automated
weather and water stations,
pressure probes, and local
profiling equipment are
already in use or being set up.
But officials admitted the
real challenge is turning these
signals into timely evacua-
tions and road closures.
States were told to map every
settlement and important
facility that could be affected
if a lake bursts, mark high-
flood lines, and practice evac-
uations before the next
monsoon. Better coordina-
tion between agencies was
also highlighted.

According to the Ministry of
Home Affairs (MHA), many
agencies are involved, includ-
ing the NDMA, the Central
Water Commission, the
Geological Survey of India,
ISRO, the Defence Geo-infor-
matics Research Establis-
hment, state disaster author-
ities, the Army, and the Indo-
Tibetan Border Police. They
were told to share risk infor-
mation in real time, not after
a disaster starts. The Centre
wants a change that is not just
technical, but also cultural.

In the past, Himalayan dis-
aster management was mea-
sured by how fast National
Disaster Response Force
(NDRF) teams responded after
floods or landslides. Now,
the goal is to need those
teams less often. This involves
lowering water levels in
unstable lakes when possible,
installing sensors that alert
district control rooms, train-
ing local volunteers familiar
with the area, and seeing
every new hydropower or
road project as a possible risk,
not just a separate asset.
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Magnitude a problem but society movmg towards inclusivity: KCND president

VP TO LAUNCH NEW FACILITIES
AT PANJAB UNIVERSITY

Vice President CP Radhakrishnan will inaugurate various
facilities at Panjab University in Chandigarh on Friday. The
vice president is also ex officio Chancellor of the
University.

A statement from his office on Thursday said during the
visit, Radhakrishnan will inaugurate the Advanced
Instrumentation Facility at Sophisticated Analytical
Instrument Facility/Central Instrumentation Laboratories.

He will also inaugurate the Panjab University Tech
Innovation Forum, marking a major step forward in
strengthening the university's research, innovation and
startup ecosystem. (PNS)

ED strikes southern drug money trall in four-State sweep

FAIR REPORT
M New Delhi

At a time when the nation’s view
has been affected by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and the internation-
al fraternity changing the descrip-
tion of handicapped to the different-
ly-abled, affecting the attitude of the
society towards such citizens, one
may be surprised that a healthcare
non-Governmental organisation —
Kiwanis Club of New Delhi (KCND)
has been doing this for the affect-
ed and those in need for nearly five
decades free of cost.

In an exclusive interaction with
The Pioneer, KCND president and
former managing director of Sakata
Inx (India), Vijay Kumar Seth shared
his experience of making a differ-
ence and the challenges that the
nation still faces while progressing
gradually towards a better situation.

Speaking about the organisa-
tion, Seth said, “A number of achiev-

ers including former generals,
senior Government officials, indus-
try leaders and subject experts
from various fields have been
working in this organisation.

The KCND has been working
mainly for providing artificial limbs
free of cost- to more than one lakh
persons so far, pain management/
physiotherapy and cerebral palsy
assistance. Reputed institutions
like AIIMS also refer patients to us.
We have a team of dedicated skilled
professionals whose passion to
work and do something for the
society has enabled us to hold
camps with the army too. We
hold about half a dozen camps in
association with the army in border
regions of Jammu and Kashmir and
Rajasthan especially for those who
have lost their limbs due to mines
or enemy fire. The KCND focuses on
all aspects for those needing artifi-
cial limbs, cerebral palsy assistance
and pain management help. We

facilitate speech, behavioural and
cognitive skills training for patients
in need along with teaching their
parents too. Our efforts are aimed
atrestoring the dignity of those who
have lost hope and enabling them
to lead better lives,” he said.
Regarding factors which lead to
situations needing artificial limbs,
he said that the problem is big in

magnitude when it comes to factors
like road accidents or awareness of
health conditions like cerebral
palsy. The solution cannot be left to
the Government alone as the public
being aware and acknowledging its
obligation towards safety and
factors to prevent such situationsis
also important. “A positive change
in social behaviour and awareness
is vital to address such issues. The
KCND enganges with institutions
including the NIITS and colleges to
raise awareness and elicit positive
action on these aspects. The posi-
tive change that we all want to
experience can be affected by edu-
cation- it starts there. Incorporating
empathy, awareness and more
facts in education will lead to
improvement. For example, in
Japan, the kids are taught from the
start in schools to respect those who
are not equal due to physical and
other aspects and this strengthens
social values which benefit the

society as a whole,” Seth said.

Regarding the funding for such
activities, he said that voluntary
donations from members and funds
received under Corporate Social
Responsibility play a major role. The
organisation is presently working
on a 3-D printed artificial limbs
project which will cost about Z25-30
lakh. “The usual artificial limbs are
not very comfortable due to various
factors so we are working on 3-D
printed artificial limbs which will be
much more comfortable and
practical for the users,” he said,

Having been in the hub of the cor-
porate sector for about five decades,
Seth said that he is fuelled to do this
work, as is his team, by the motiva-
tion to make a positive change in
the lives of those who have little
hope. Changing a life riddled with
hopelessness and helplessness into
one filled with hope and empower-
ment is what Seth and his team are
motivated by.
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Senior IPS officer Jag Mohan

FAIR REPORT
B New Delhi

The Enforcement Directorate
(ED), on Thursday, launched a
coordinated money-launder-
ing offensive across Tamil
Nadu, Karnataka, Telangana
and Kerala, treating narcotics
trafficking as a financial enter-
prise rather than a string of iso-
lated street crimes.

Teams simultaneously
covered about 30 premises
under the Prevention of
Money Laundering Act (PMLA),
converting predicate drug
cases into a hunt for pro-
ceeds, properties and over-
seas linkages that keep the
trade alive.

The geography of the search-
es mapped the southern
supply chain. In Tamil Nadu,
teams moved through
Chennai, Tirunelveli, Nagapa-
ttinam, Velankanni and
Ramanathapuram-urban distri-
bution points as well as coastal
districts long associated with
sea-borne consignments.

In Karnataka, searches

covered Kolar, Malur in Kolar
district and Hoskote in
Bengaluru North.

In Telangana, the action
reached Serilingampally,
Nanakramguda and other
parts of Ranga Reddy district
around Hyderabad. In Kerala,
officials searched premises
in Kozhikode, Kannur,
Malappuram and Thrissur.
Inland supply pockets, metro-
politan retail hubs, and coastal
transit points were treated as
a single financial map.

Officials said the
Directorate’s case rests on
about eight First Information
Reports and linked
chargesheets filed by state
police units and the Narcotics
Control Bureau (NCB). Those
files concern separate traf-
ficking episodes that investi-
gators now view as connect-
ed through money flows.
The substances under scruti-
ny include methampheta-
mine, marijuana and MDMA.

The networks, officials said,
involve more than two dozen
Indian and foreign nationals

and show cross-border link-
ages to Sri Lanka and certain
West Asian countries. That mix
of synthetic drugs, cannabis
and party drugs, plus overseas
counterparts, points to a hybrid
trade that uses southern India
both as a market and as a
transit zone. Once a scheduled
offence under the Narcotic
Drugs and Psychotropic
Substances (NDPS) Act is estab-
lished, the PMLA allows inves-
tigators to examine whether
the resulting income was con-
cealed, layered or projected as
legitimate wealth.

Searches are designed to
recover documents, digital

devices, property papers, bank
trails and other material
showing how drug money
was parked in real estate,
businesses, cash holdings or
informal channels. Early
accounts of Thursday’s action
did not list confirmed seizures.

Officials indicated that
findings would emerge as
teams completed searches
and analysed recovered
material. The timing reflects
alarger policy shift. The oper-
ation has been placed within
the Union Government’s
Nasha Mukt Bharat Abhiyan
and the enforcement plan set
out in the Ministry of Home

Affairs’ Vision Document on
Narcotics Control for 2026-
2029. That document treats
financial disruption as
central to narcotics control.
It calls for intelligence-led
operations against inter-state
and transnational cartels,
mandatory financial investi-
gations in major drug cases,
the attachment of illicit
assets, tighter precursor con-
trols, and stronger coordina-
tion among the NCB, state
police, customs, and financial
agencies. Thursday’s multi-
state sweep is an opera-
tional expression of that doc-
trine: Strike several linked
files at once, follow the
money across state borders,
and treat foreign linkages as
part of the same case.
Southern India has become
a high-priority theatre for this
approach. Tamil Nadu’s coast-
line has repeatedly featured in
consignments bound for Sri
Lanka. Kerala’s urban and
coastal districts have seen
MDMA and other synthetics
enter student and nightlife

markets. Karnataka’s peri-
urban belt around Bengaluru
has seen an increase in
inquiries for manufacturing
and warehousing. Hyderabad
and adjoining Ranga Reddy
localities have been associated
with organised retail of ganja.

By covering all four states in
one day, the Directorate is sig-
nalling that these will no
longer be handled as separate
local problems. The investiga-
tive logic is simple. Trafficking
generates cash that must be
hidden. Cash is converted into
property, vehicles, firms,
hawala transfers, bank
deposits or digital assets. If
that conversion can be
proved, assets can be attached
even after the original drug
seizure is complete.

Foreign nationals and West
Asian, as well as Sri Lankan,
linkages raise the further pos-
sibility of inbound and out-
bound value transfers, which
investigators typically examine
through banking records,
travel histories, and informal

remittance patterns.

appointed Special Director of IB

FAIR REPORT
M New Delhi

Jag Mohan, a senior officer of
the Indian Police Service (IPS),
was named Special Director
of the Intelligence Bureau
(IB) on Thursday. Mohan, an
Indian Police Service (IPS)
officer from the 1995 Bihar
cadre, is now serving as
Additional Director in the IB.

A statement from the
Personnel Ministry said that
the Appointments Committee
of the Cabinet had approved
Mohan’s appointment as
Special Director, IB, until his
superannuation on 30 June
2031. The Special Director
General (DG) level has also
been assigned to his other five
classmates in their respective
organisations.

Sandeep Khirwar and
Rajesh Kumar have now been
appointed as Special Deputy
Generals in the Central
Reserve Police Force (CRPF); at
present, they hold the position

of Additional Directors General
(ADGs) in the same force.

Puneet Rastogi and Satosh
Shriramaji Khandare will now
hold the position of Special
DG in the Border Security
Force (BSF); at present, they
are both serving as ADGs in
the BSF.

Padmakar S Ranipse, who
is the ADG of the Central
Industrial Security Force
(CISF), has been appointed as
Special DG in the force.
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BJP alleges AAP leaders setthng rape cases for bribes

FAIR REPORT
M New Delhi

The BJP on Thursday accused
AAP national convenor Arvind
Kejriwal, Punjab Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann and his wife
ofrunning an alleged corrup-
tion syndicate through mid-
dlemen in the state to settle
rape cases in exchange for
bribes of up to 35 crore, calling
it the “AAP loot model”.

The allegations come in the
backdrop of the National
Human Rights Commission
(NHRC) ordering an inquiry
into a complaint that Mann’s
wife Gurpreet Kaur allegedly
demanded 35 crore to quash
arape case.

The NHRC on August 21
directed the Punjab chief sec-
retary and director general of
police to inquire into the alle-
gations and submitan Action
Taken Report (ATR) within
two weeks.

Addressing a press confer-
ence here, BJP national
spokesperson Pradeep
Bhandari played purported
audio recordings of the alleged
middlemen and cited other
evidence, claiming the involve-

]BJP natlonal spokesperson Pradeep Bhandari

ment of Mann, his wife, and
Kejriwal, whom he described
as Punjab’s “super CM”.

“The audio recordings that
we are going to play before
you, and the evidence that
has come before us, point
towards the fact that Punjab
Chief Minister Bhagwant
Mann is running a new loot
racketand a new corruption
racket,” Bhandari said.

“In this corruption racket,
allegations are that he and his
wife, through middlemen,
are seeking bribes of up to 35
crore to get legitimate rape
cases settled,” he alleged.

Bhandari alleged that mid-
dlemen have been deputed
across Punjab on the instruc-
tions of the chief ministerand
his wife to facilitate such deals.

“The chief minister and
the wife of the chief minister
have deputed middlemen
across Punjab. These mid-
dlemen, on the instructions of
the chief minister and his
wife, have innovated a new
model of corruption, which
we call the Aam Aadmi Party’s
‘loot model’, in which these
middlemen are taking bribes
of %5 crore to settle rape
cases,” he further alleged.

Referring to one alleged
rape case, he played record-
ings that he claimed estab-
lished the charge.

“The middleman is speak-
ing to a relative of the
accused and saying that we
have also informed ‘CM
sahab’ about this and now
CM sahab has also become

involved,” he alleged. He also
questioned Kejriwal’s alleged
role in the purported racket.

“Does the chief minister
and his wife run a syndicate
in which they are taking
bribes and money to with-
draw rape cases?” he said.

“Has the chief minister’s
office become a syndicate of
corruption?” Bhandari asked.
“Has the Aam Aadmi Party’s
‘loot model’ now become a
model in Punjab where
money is being taken for rape
cases, just like the corruption
and loot model of the ‘Sheesh
Mahal’ in Delhi?” he asked.

Referring to the NHRC order-
ing probe, Bhandari said, “On
August 21, 2026, the National
Human Rights Commission,
taking cognisance of this
matter, has already written a
letter to the Chief Secretary of
the Punjab Government and
the Punjab DGP.”

“It has asked to investigate
whether the chief minister’s
office and the chief minister
himself are running a corrup-
tion racket in Punjab in which
bribes of %5 crore are being
offered to withdraw cases of
rape victims,” Bhandari said.

FAIR REPORT
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Commission for
Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR)
launched a special “Pan-India Rescue
and Rehabilitation”Campaign on 12
June 2026, which continued up to 31
August 2026. NCPCR undertook
coordinated measures with the
concerned State Governments/
UT Administ-rations,
Magistrates, Labour Depart-ments,
Police authorities and other stakehold-
ers to intensify the identification,
rescue and rehabilitation of children
engaged in child labour and those vul-
nerable to trafficking and exploitation.

According to a press release, the
NCPCR issued communications to
the concerned authorities requesting
intensified and targeted rescue oper-
ations at child labour and trafficking
hotspots, including factories, brick
construction
hotels/dhabas, workshops, markets,
railway stations and other vulnera-

States/UTs were also requested to
furnish regular State-
District-wise data on rescue
operations, children rescued, FIRs

District

measures.
sites,

wise and

registered, rehabilitation, restora-
tion, educational mainstreaming,
compensation and other follow-up

To monitor implementation and
address field level issues, the NCPCR
conducted meetings with the District
Administrations of 227 districts,
across the country.

Themeetings focused on reviewing
rescue operations, addressing oper-
ational bottlenecks, ensuring timely

NCPCR rescues over 3,800 children from
child labour under a special campaign

submission of ATRs and strengthen-
ing coordination among the con-
cerned departments and agencies.

Where the requisite information
was not received within the stipulat-
ed period, the NCPCR issued reminder
communications to the concerned
authorities.

The NCPCRalso undertook aware-
ness and outreach through social
media and other communication
platforms, disseminating informa-
tion regarding the campaign, report-
ing of child labour and the impor-
tance of rehabilitation and education-
al mainstreaming following rescue.
With sustained and proactive mon-
itoring of above campaign, NCPCR in

collaboration with state authorities
successfully rescued over 3,800 chil-

dren. Further, over 575 FIRs have been
registered during the Campaign.
While

most of the State

Governments participated enthusias-

tically in the campaign, Uttar Pradesh
reported the highest number of chil-
dren rescued, with 1,480 children, fol-
lowed by Rajasthan with 804 children
and Gujarat with 630 children.
Bihar reported 183 children
rescued, while Andhra Pradesh
reported 147 children rescued.
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FAIR REPORT g jammu

After the abrogation of
Articles 370 and 35-A, the
main city centres of Srinagar,
including the Lal Chowk area,
for the first time on
Wednesday witnessed high-
voltage ‘political’ protests as
the ruling National
Conference and the opposi-
tion Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) accused each other of
failing the people of Jammu
and Kashmir.

The large assembly of BJP
workers and their supporters
near Ghanta Ghar stunned
political pundits as they
raised slogans accusing Chief
Minister Omar Abdullah’s
government of failing on gov-
ernance, jobs, and basic ser-
vices. The state unit Chiefand
Rajya Sabha MP Satpal
Sharma and Leader of the
opposition, Sunil Sharma, led
the protest from Lal Chowk
toward the Civil Secretariat.

The National Conference
workers led by their elected
representatives assembled
near Gindun Sports Complex
in Rajbagh, attempted to
march toward the BJP head-
quarters in Jawahar Nagar,

demanding the Centre
restore statehood and
honour commitments made
in Parliament and before the
Supreme Court.

The policemen deployed at
ground zero stopped both
processions. BJP workers
were halted near Hari Singh
High Street and Jahangir
Chowk; NC protesters, includ-
ing ministers and MLAs, were
blocked at Rajbagh.

Both parties alleged bias in
how the administration
handled the two events. The
NC said its peaceful protest
was restricted while the BJP
was facilitated and escorted
by the police personnel.

Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah reacted strongly,
accusing the police and the
administration of adopting
different standards while
dealing with protests by the
BJP and the National
Conference, claiming that
while the saffron leaders
were escorted, those from his
party were dragged.

Talking to reporters,
Abdullah said that while
police “facilitated” the BJP
leaders during their march to
the Civil Secretariat on

Police personnél stop BJP leaders and workers as they attempt o march
towards the Civil Secretariat during a protest in Srinagar on Wednesday

PTI

Wednesday, his National
Conference (NC) colleagues
were “brutally repressed”.
“You saw one protest that
was denied. It showed the sit-
uation in J&K today: if you
want to march on the Chief
Minister’s residence, you're
allowed to; if you want to
gherao the Secretariat, you're
allowed to; but if you want to
protest outside the BJP’s
office, God forbid, you will not
be allowed, because the
police are there only to
protect the honour of the BJP;
they don’t care about any-
thing else,” the Chief Minister
said. BJP protesters also burnt
an effigy of Omar Abdullah

FAIR REPORT
M Gangtok

A major landslide washed
away a section of a highway
in West Sikkim on
Wednesday, snapping road
connectivity to the headquar-
ters of the 72nd Battalion of
the SSB at Yuksom and halting
vehicular movement along a
major tourism route.

An official release said that
no casualty was reported in
the landslide, triggered by
heavy water flow from the
Siksa Khola stream, between
6.30 am and 7 am at Rimbi

and raised slogans such as
“Omar teri sarkar mein
andhera hai andhera hai,”
pointing to a recent electric-
ity tariff hike and the unkept
poll pledge of 200 units of
free power. They also alleged
outsourcing of around
24,000-25,000 Government
jobs, backdoor appoint-
ments, delay in panchayat
and urban local body elec-
tions, water shortages, and
corruption. “The JKNC’s
peaceful protest was stopped
from moving forward. People
were prevented from joining,
and elected representatives
were mishandled. Yet, when
the BJP held a protest outside

the Secretariat, it was allowed
to proceed. What a shame!”
the NC said in a post on X.

NC MLA and chief
spokesperson Tanvir Sadiq
said the BJP did not fulfil its
promise to restore statehood
to J&K. “Where is statehood?
It has been two years since
the elections. The time has
come to fulfil the promise
made to us,” he told reporters.
Demanding restoration of
statehood and the constitu-
tional guarantees revoked by
the Centre on August 5, 2019,
Sadiq said the NC will contin-
ue its protest till “what was
snatched from us is given
back”. Addressing the party
workers, Leader of Opposition
in the Assembly, Sunil Sharma,
said the people of |&K are
facing hardships, but the
Government is doing nothing
to address their problems.

He said the protest centred
around four issues: “selling”
jobs instead of conducting
fair recruitment; not con-
ducting local body polls;
“rampant corruption”; and
power tariff hikes.

Sharma also accused
Abdullah and his party of
only parroting the issue of
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NC, BJP clash in J&K, CM Omar Abdullah alleges police bias

Statehood and not focusing
on governance.

Criticising the chief minis-
ter, the BJP leader asked if
people elected him to “live
like a prince and go skiing in
Gulmarg and Pahalgam?”

He also dared Abdullah to
resign from his home con-
stituency, Ganderbal, and
seek a fresh mandate over
the issue of restoration of
statehood to J&K.

“If you have any self-
respect left, fight an election
on it (statehood). Only then
will we acknowledge it as
your issue,” Sharma said. He
also said the issue of
Statehood belonged to the
BJP, as it has promised the
people of &K to restore it at
an appropriate time. “If you
(Abdullah) truly wish to
protest on the issue of state-
hood, resign from Ganderbal.
I challenge you from this his-
toric venue - Crown Prince,
resign over the issue of
Statehood and contest a fresh
election.

“If people re-elect you, we
will accept that Statehood is
your genuine issue.
Otherwise, we will conclude
that Statehood is not your

issue; it is the agenda of the
BJP. Misleading the public
must stop,” Sharma said.
Responding to Suni Sharma’s
demand for his resignation as
the chief minister, Abdullah
said there was no reason for
him to step down.

“Why should I resign?
Should we assume that they
have no intention of granting
statehood to this Government?
If so, why are we not hearing
it directly from the Centre? If
they truly intend to tear the
Constitution to shreds, disre-
spect the Supreme Court, dis-
respect Parliament and prove
Modi’s promise as false, let
them do so.1am not going to
resign just to please the LoP,”
Abdullah said.

The chief minister said the
people of J&K gave his party
a mandate for five years and
he will present a report card
to them. “As for the allega-
tions (of corruption), does
my government even have
the authority to conduct an
investigation? Let the LoP
tell us what investigation
was carried out. If backdoor
appointments took place,
which agency investigated
them? Let him name just

one. “The Anti-Corruption
Bureau is not under my
control. The Crime Branch is
not under my control. The CID
is not under my control, let
alone the central agencies.
Tell us, where was an FIR
filed?” he asked.

Abdullah also accused the
BJP of making baseless allega-
tions since it didn’t have any-
thing else to say. “We are
bearing the brunt of their mis-
takes; we are trying to fix
them, yet they are the ones
protesting,” he said.

Reacting to these simulta-
neous demonstrations, PDP
chief Mehbooba Mufti
accused the police of adopt-
ing double standards with dif-
ferent political parties. “The
same police that won’t allow
PDP to step outside its office
to hold a peaceful protest on
public issues have facilitated
both the BJP and the NC to
protest against each other,”
Mehbooba said on X.

She said, “These blatant
double standards must be
explained - who authorises
these selective restrictions
and why the law is being
applied differently to different
political parties”.
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Sikkim landslide snaps road link to SSB battalion HQ

Representative image

which is around 4.5 km from
the Sashastra Seema Bal (SSB)
battalion headquarters.

“A large quantity of land-
slide debris, accompanied
by a heavy flow of water
from Siksa Khola, caused
damage to the road on the

FAIR REPORT
M New Delhi

Aero India, Asia’s largest air show and
one of the world’s premier aerospace
and defence exhibitions, is all set to
return with its 16th edition at Air Force
Station, Yelahanka in Bengaluru, from
February 8 to 12, 2027, the defence
ministry said in New Delhi on

Wednesday.
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Organised by the Department of

Defence Production, Ministry of Defence,
the event will bring together leading
global aerospace and defence compa-
nies, policymakers, technology experts,
innovators, industry stakeholders and
defence forces personnel on a common

S <
f/

platform. Aero India has emerged as a
flagship international event showcasing
the nation’s growing capabilities in aero-
space, defence manufacturing, emerging
technologies and innovation.

It provides a dynamic platform for busi-

Geyzing-Pelling-Yuksom
route, resulting in complete
disruption of connectivity,”
the release said. Geyzing-
Pelling-Yuksom route links a
tourism and historical circuit
in Gyalshing district in the
western part of the
Himalayan State.

While Pelling offers
panoramic, close-up views of
the Khangchendzonga moun-
tain range, Yuksom is the first
capital of Sikkim where the first
Chogyal (king) was crowned in
1642. It is also home to Dubdi
Monastery, the oldest
monastery in the State.

A joint inspection of the
affected site was carried out
by the Commandant of the
72nd Battalion, District
Magistrate of Gyalshing,
police officers and officials of
various government depart-
ments. They assessed the
extent of damage and
chalked outimmediate mea-
sures for restoration of the
route, the release said.

On the request of the dis-
trict administration, the
Rescue Relief Team (RRT) of
the SSB 72nd Battalion was
deployed to help clear debris
and reopen the road.

16th Aero India to be held in Bengaluru in February

ness engagement, techno

2027

ogy exchange,

international cooperation and strategic

dialogue, while highlighting India’s
expanding defence industrial ecosys-
tem and its growing role in the global
aerospace and defence sector.

The five-day event will feature a com-
prehensive exhibition and a range of
business and strategic engagements,

providing opportunities for industry-to-
industry interactions, Government-to-
industry engagements, technology
demonstrations and collaborations.

BJP confident of winning Kolkata, Howrah civic polls

FAIR REPORT m Kolkata

The ruling BJP is confident of
winning more than 150 out
of newly delineated 209
wards in the prestigious
Kolkata Municipal
Corporation elections.

Union Minister and former
State BJP president Sukanta
Majumdar has said that the
saffron outfit was raring to go
and was confident of winning
more than three-fourths of
the seats. “We are ready and
raring to go... We are confi-
dent of winning 150 to 175
seats... We have asked our
workers to get prepared for
the elections and reach out to
the people,” he said.

While Majumdar has been
made the BJP’s charge de

It will also feature spectacular aerial
displays by the Indian Air Force and par-
ticipating international flying teams,
offering visitors an opportunity to
witness advanced aviation capabilities
in action.

FAIR REPORT
M Bhopal

Swine flu has claimed a life
in Madhya Pradesh on
Wednesday, with a 60-year-
old woman from Ujjain
dyingin Indore after testing
positive for HIN1. The death
has raised concern in
Bhopal, where six HIN1 cases
have already been con-
firmed, but regular testing at
Gandhi Medical College
(GMC) has not yet started
because testing kits are
unavailable.

The woman died after
undergoing treatment in
Indore for 16 days. Her HIN1
infection was confirmed
during investigation. The
development comes at a
time when hospitals in
Bhopal are witnessing a sig-
nificant number of patients
reporting respiratory symp-
toms. According to avail-
able figures, around 10,000
patients visit the OPDs of |P
Hospital, Hamidia Hospital
and AIIMS Bhopal every day.
Nearly half of them are
reportedly presenting with
symptoms such as sore
throat, cough, fever, runny
nose and fatigue. This indi-

Representative image

cates a substantial number
of patients with viral or res-
piratory infections.

At GMC, however, HIN1
testing has not yet begun. Dr
Deepti Chaurasia, head of the
Microbiology Department,
said the facility was current-
ly not conducting HIN1 tests
because kits were unavail-
able. She said the kits were
expected to arrive and
testing would start once they
were received.

At AIIMS Bhopal, officials
said routine HIN1 testing
was not being conducted for
every patient. Samples are
being sent for testing after
assessing patients with
symptoms suggestive of
HIN1 and considering their
clinical condition. Around

10 samples have been sent
for testing in the past week,
with no HIN1-positive case
reported by AIIMS so far.
Pulmonologist Dr
Lokendra Dave said sudden
changes in weather, humid-
ity and cooler conditions
can contribute to a rise in
viral respiratory infections,
including influenza. He said
patients with symptoms
such as cough, fever and
sore throat had been visiting
hospitals consistently for
nearly three months.
However, he stressed that
the present situation was
neither abnormal nor indica-
tive of an epidemic.
According to Dr Dave,
around 95 per cent of
influenza cases are self-lim-

Swine Flu claims woman’s life in
MP; Bhopal battles kit shortage

iting. However, severe cases
can develop complications
such as pneumonia.

Patients developing
hypoxia or low oxygen
levels may require hospital-
isation and ICU support.
Doctors have also reported
cases in which respiratory
symptoms spread among
family members within two
to three days. Influenza A
(H1N1), influenza B, aden-
ovirus and respiratory syn-
cytial virus may be circulat-
ing, with their initial symp-
toms often overlapping.
Therefore, it is difficult to dis-
tinguish between common
viral infections, influenza,
HIN1 and Covid-19 based
on symptoms alone.

Dr Dave advised people
with fever, cough or cold
symptoms against self-med-
ication and urged them to
seek medical advice. Patients
prescribed antiviral medi-
cines should complete the
full course and consult a
doctor if symptoms worsen.
Doctors have also advised
symptomatic people to
isolate themselves, wear
masks, take adequate rest,
drink sufficient fluids and
maintain hand hygiene.
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Suvendu drives road roller over
one lakh seized drug bottles

Representative image

affairs of KMC elections and
Rajya Sabha MP, another
former State party president
Rahul Sinha has been given
the charge of Howrah
Municipal elections.

“We do not doubt that
we will win but... That is not
the question... The question

is how by how many seats
we will win... It will be a huge
victory coming BJP’s way,”
Sinha said, adding, “TMC has
been thrown out of power as
a most corrupt political
party... While the Left has
been rejected and is unlike-
ly to leave any imprint... In

CBI files chargesheet against 19 _accused mcludmg siX Haryana IAS officers

FAIR REPORT
M New Delhi

On Wednesday, the Central
Bureau of Investigation filed
a chargesheet against 19
people. Among those
accused are six Haryana-
cadre IAS officers, three offi-
cials from IDFC First Bank, and
one from AU Small Finance
Bank. They are accused of
misappropriating Rs 504
crore from several Haryana
government departments
and organisations.

This is the third
chargesheet filed in the
Haryana part of the investiga-

that case it is the BJP all the
way.” The West Bengal State
Election Commission is plan-
ning to conclude the election
process by the first week of
December, sources in the
SEC said following a meeting
of senior officials.

West Bengal Government
had decided to hold civic
elections to municipal
boards including Kolkata,
Howrah and Bally.

Most of the civic boards
had been rendered non-
functional after the TMC-
elected representatives
resigned their posts soon
after this year’s Assembly
elections, which saw the BJP
coming to power with 209
seats. The TMC got only 80
seats, and later they were

further reduced to a nonen-
tity following rebellion
within the party, with about
62 MLAs forming a seperate
group out of the one led by
the former Chief Ministter
Mamata Banerjee.

Meanwhile, the break-
away faction of the TMC MPs
who had joined the NCPI
after the State elections said
that they would like to
contest the civic elections as
constituents of the NDA,
while the BJP leadership said
that they would contest the
elections alone.

“We are members of the
NDA and naturally would
like to contest elections as
constituents of the group,”
said senior leader Sudip
Bandopadhyay.

FAIR REPORT g Kolkata

In what is being viewed as
symbolic of the BJP
Government’s “firm commit-
ment” to end transborder
drug smuggling, West Bengal
Chief Minister Suvendu
Adhikari on Wednesday
drove a road roller over about
one lakh seized cough syrup
bottles at Balurghat in South
Dinajpur district.
Adhikari, who was accom-
panied by Union Minister
Sukanta Majumdar and
Bengal Health Minister
Shardwat Mukherjee, said
that the programme was
meant to send across a

message to the youth that the
Government was firmly
determined to end the drug
menace in the State.
Referring to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s initiative
towards making India drug-

free, Adhikari said: “This is my
first message to those
involved in drug smuggling
that the government is deter-
mined to bring the youth
out of drug addiction.”

This was Adhikari’s first
visit to Balurghat after becom-
ing the Chief Minister of the
State. He said that a large
quantity of drug bottles had
been seized in the last four
months in joint operations
conducted by State police
and the BSF, adding, ‘the
bottles we are destroying
today are those seized bottles,
sending across a straight
message that we want to
make Bengal drug-free.
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are named. They face charges
such as criminal conspiracy,
cheating, destruction of evi-
dence, forgery, use of fake
documents, falsification of
accounts, breach of trust,
abetment under the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, and
bribery and misconduct
under the Prevention of
Corruption Act.

With this latest filing, a
total of 37 people and entities
have now been chargesheet-
ed in the Haryana case.
Previously, the agency filed
charges against 18 others,
including bank officers, public
servants, private individuals,

The CBI says its investiga-
tion found that public ser-
vants and bankers from IDFC
First Bank and AU Small
Finance Bank worked togeth-
er on a planned scheme.
Surplus funds from eight gov-
ernment departments and
organisations were moved
from approved banks into
accounts at certain branches
where the accused bank offi-
cers worked, mainly at IDFC
First Bank’s Sector 32 branch
in Chandigarh and a branch
of AU Small Finance Bank.

The agency said these
transfers broke Finance
Department rules on financial

deposit receipts and false
debit notes to divert the
funds to unrelated third
parties. The money was then
moved through several

these accounts, after which
the funds were siphoned off
rather than invested.

The eight entities whose
funds were affected include

Welfare Board, the Haryana
State Agricultural Marketing
Board, the Haryana State
Pollution Control Board, and
Haryana Power Generation
Corporation Limited.

The largest single loss found
earlier in the investigation
was about 169 crore from
HSPCB accounts. Other alleged
losses of about ¥60.54 crore
were linked to school educa-
tion and agricultural market-
ing accounts that were
opened in violation of state
rules. Investigators also looked
into suspected siphoning from
the Panchkula municipal cor-
poration and other local

bank balances.

Vigilance and Anti-
Corruption Bureau first regis-
tered the case in February.
Because of the fraud’s size and
complexity, the state govern-
ment later asked the CBI to
take over the investigation.
The central agency re-regis-
tered the case and received
approval to investigate the
role of senior public servants.

Several senior officers and
former bank executives had
already been arrested in the
earlier stages of the investiga-
tion, including those linked to
the Panchkula municipal cor-
poration, school education,

nies named in earlier
chargesheets are accused of
receiving and moving the
stolen money. Other CBI inves-
tigations involving Chandigarh
Smart City Limited, the
Municipal Corporation of
Chandigarh, and CREST report
another alleged diversion of
about %153 crore. This brings
the total amount mentioned
by the agency to about
%657 crore.

The Enforcement
Directorate is also conducting
a separate money-laundering
investigation. After the fraud
was discovered, IDFC First
Bank publicly reported the
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CRACK DOWN, STAY ALERT: RAJASTHAN DGP PUTS
JHUNJHUNU POLICE ON ELECTION FOOTING

Rajiv Kumar Sharma
orders tighter
surveillance of
hardcore offenders,
stronger intelligence
network and zero
tolerance for law-and-
order breaches ahead
of civic polls

B FAIR REPORT
JHUNJHUNU

With Rajasthan’s urban lo-
cal body elections ap-
proaching, Director Gen-
eral of Police Rajiv Kumar
Sharma has directed the
Jhunjhunu police to shift
into heightened prepared-
ness mode, with particular
focus on hardcore history-
sheeters, active criminals,
intelligence gathering and

preventive policing. Chair-
ing a crime review meeting
at the Reserve Police Lines
on Thursday, the DGP
called for continuous sur-
veillance of hardcore and
active offenders and effec-
tive legal action against
them. He also directed of-
ficers to ensure that no un-
toward incident takes place
during the forthcoming
municipal elections and
that adequate security and
law-and-order arrange-
ments are put in place.
The meeting was attend-
ed by IG Rahul Prakash,
DIG Kunwar Rashtradeep,
Jhunjhunu SP Kavendra
Singh Sagar and other sen-
ior police officers.
INTELLIGENCE NET-

WORK UNDER WATCH
The DGP directed the

district police to keep their

intelligence network up-

dated down to the village
and neighbourhood level,
including information on
criminal activity and vul-

nerable individuals.
He also stressed closer
coordination with mem-
bers of the Community Li-
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aison Group (CLG) and
Youth CLG, making com-
munity-level engagement
an important component
of preventive policing.

Traffic management and
road-safety measures also
came under the review,
with officers asked to take
effective steps to reduce
road accidents. The DGP
further directed the police
to intensify public aware-
ness campaigns against
cybercrime.

‘POLICE STATION IS
THE FIRST TEST OF
PUBLIC TRUST’

During his inspection
of Sadar Police Station,
the DGP reviewed the
functioning of the prem-

ises, including the recep-
tion area, lock-up, malkha-
na and office records.

He directed officers to
ensure clean, functional
reception areas with ade-
quate electricity and water
facilities and stressed that
complainants must be
treated with sensitivity,
courtesy and dignity.

The emphasis was clear:
policing cannot begin and
end with crime statistics.
The police station itself
must become the first
point of public trust.

Sharma also reviewed
pending cases and directed
officers to accelerate their
disposal while maintain-
ing close surveillance over
active offenders.

YOUTH CLG MEET,
PLANTATION

Later, the DGP inter-
acted with Youth CLG
members at Sadar Police
Station, discussing police-
public coordination,
crime prevention and law-
and-order challenges.

He also planted a sap-
ling at the Reserve Police
Lines auditorium com-
plex. The message from
the crime review was un-
mistakable: ahead of the
civic polls, Jhunjhunu po-
lice are expected to be pro-
active rather than reac-
tive—with offenders
watched, intelligence
sharpened and public con-
fidence treated as a polic-
ing priority.

Congress Starts Election Offices in Ward 31 and 41, Door-to-Door Campaign Begins

Congress increases election activities in the
wards; party leaders seek votes for candidates

B FAIR REPORT
CHITTORGARH

Political activities have in-
creased in the city ahead of
the municipal elections.
Congress has also started
its election campaign at the
ward level. As part of the
campaign, District Con-
gress Committee President
Pramod Sisodia and former
Minister of State Surendra
Singh Jadawat inaugurated
the election offices of Con-
gress candidates in Ward 31
and Ward 41. After the of-
fice openings, the candi-
dates also started door-to-
door campaigning in their
wards. District Congress
Committee Senior Vice
President Ahsan Pathan
said that the election office

of Congress candidate
Dinesh Gurjar from Ward
31 was inaugurated in the
Seti area after a with a tra-
ditional prayer ceremony.
District President Pramod
Sisodia and former Minis-
ter of State Surendra Singh
Jadawat addressed the resi-
dents of the ward on the
occasion. The leaders said
that an educated, young,
experienced and friendly
candidate should be elected
to solve the local problems
of the ward. Such a repre-
sentative can raise the
problems of the ward in the
Municipal Council and
work for development in
the area. They appealed to
the residents to vote for the
Congress candidate and en-

G
sure his victory. After this,
the election office of Con-
gress candidate Shakeel
Khan from Ward 41 was
also inaugurated in Gandhi
Nagar. District Congress
President Pramod Sisodia
conducted a door-to-door

campaign in support of
Shakeel Khan and appealed
to the residents to vote for
him. Sisodia said that Sha-
keel Khan is a local candi-
date and will remain with
the people of the ward in
their good and bad times.

He said that the problems
of the ward will be raised
in the Municipal Council
and efforts will be made to
solve them. He appealed to
the residents to support an
active local representative.
Congress has also in-
creased its election activi-
ties in the suburban areas
and settlements of the city.
Party candidates are open-
ing election offices in dif-
ferent wards and meeting
people door-to-door. With
the opening of the offices,
the Congress campaign has
also gained momentum at
the ward level. City Presi-
dent Anil Soni, District
General Secretary Shilpan
Sahu, Mandal President
Laxmi Narayan Kumawat,

City General Secretary
Mukesh Kakani, District
President of the cell Ashish
Trivedi, Kishan Dashora,
NSUT’s Yuvraj Singh Chau-
han, Aman Khan, Khu-
mender Gurjar, Gotu Ali,
former councillor Khizar
Khan and former Anjuman
President Abdul Gani were
present during the pro-
grammes. Congress work-
ers and prominent resi-
dents of the wards also at-
tended the programmes.
Women, youth and elderly
residents participated in
the ward meetings. Local
residents expressed their
support for the Congress
candidates and assured
them of their support for
victory.

Grand Religious Events at Shri Sanwaliya Seth Temple on Janmashtami

Special flower and
electric decoration on
September 4, drone
show at 8 PM, special
midnight Aarti, Panjeri
Prasad and fireworks
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On the occasion of Jan-
mashtami, the birth anni-
versary of Lord Shri Krish-
na, the Shri Sanwaliya Ji
Temple Board, Mandfiya,
will organize various reli-
gious and grand pro-
grammes at the temple
premises on September 4,
2026. The Temple Board is
making wide arrange-
ments for the convenience,
safety and smooth darshan

MILA AKYA

Election offices
opened in support of
BJP candidates from
Ward 11 to Ward 47;
Akya appeals to
workers to work
together with full
dedication
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With the municipal elec-
tions approaching, the
BJP has increased its elec-
tion activities in Chittor-
garh city. MLA Chandrab-
han Singh Akya inaugu-
rated election offices in
different wards in support
of BJP candidates. Ad-

of devotees on the occasion
of Janmashtami.

On Janmashtami, the
Shri Sanwaliya Seth Tem-
ple will be decorated with
special flowers and attrac-
tive electric lights. A spe-
cial drone show will be or-
ganized at 8 PM. Devotees
will be able to enjoy the
grand drone show from the
parking area itself. After
this, at 12 midnight, a spe-
cial Aarti, distribution of
Panjeri Prasad and grand
fireworks will be organ-
ized. Special electric deco-
ration and lighting ar-
rangements will also be
made in and around the
temple premises. For the
smooth movement of devo-

tees, the entry point has
been fixed from the park-
ing area at Meera Circle.
Zig-zag arrangements and
sufficient barricading have
been made at the entry
route. Devotees will be al-
lowed to enter only through
the designated entry gate.
Separate parking places
have been fixed for vehicles
coming from different
routes. For vehicles com-
ing from Bhadso Chaura-
ha Four-Lane, parking will
be available at the college,
hostel parking and Refer-
ral Hospital parking. For
vehicles coming from
Bansen Road, parking will
be available on the land
near Akyaji Petrol Pump at

Kuretha Chauraha. For ve-
hicles coming from Bhade-
sar Road, parking will be
available at the Bhadesar
Road parking area. For ve-
hicles coming from Nimba-
hera-Awari Mataji Road,
parking will be available
near Gokul Vishranti Grih.
For buses and other
large vehicles, parking ar-
rangements will be made at
the playground of Govern-
ment Senior Secondary
School, Mandfiya. Free
buses will be operated by
the Temple Board for the
convenience of senior citi-
zens and elderly people.
Keeping in mind the con-
venience of devotees and
traffic arrangements, en-

INAUGURATES BJP E

VIP Darshan will remain

closed on September 4

Considering the expected crowd of devotees on
Janmashtami, VIP Darshan will remain closed on
September 4, 2026, so that general devotees can have
smooth and easy darshan. The Temple Board has ap-
pealed to all devotees not to bring cakes with them
while entering the temple. Bringing cakes into the
temple will be completely prohibited. Devotees
should leave their shoes and slippers only at the des-
ignated shoe stand. Devotees have also been request-
ed not to carry unnecessary valuable items, cameras,
mobile phones, bags and other belongings with them.
The Temple Board has appealed to devotees to keep
their belongings safe themselves to avoid incidents
such as pickpocketing and chain snatching and to
cooperate with the arrangements made by the Tem-
ple Board. Keeping the convenience and safety of
devotees in mind, proper arrangements are being
made at the temple premises for darshan, security,
cleanliness, drinking water, traffic and other neces-

sary facilities.

dressing party workers
and local residents, he said
that the BJP is committed
to the development of the
Municipal Council area,
quick solution of public
problems and giving prior-
ity to public facilities.
MLA Akya inaugurated
election offices in support
of BJP candidates Bhol-
aram Prajapat from Ward
11, Harish Inani from
Ward 12, Suresh Chandra
Jhanwar from Ward 17,
Kusum Bairwa from Ward
19, Shailendra Jhanwar
from Ward 25, Sudarshan
Rampuria from Ward 31,
Balmukund Patwa from

Ward 37, Pradeep Kabra
from Ward 39, Ranu Teli
from Ward 40, Advocate
Omprakash Sharma from
Ward 42, Ratanlal Tadba
from Ward 45 and Pintu
Modi from Ward 47.

He appealed to the party
workers to work together
with full dedication and
commitment during the
election. He said that work-
ers are the biggest strength
of the organisation and
that hard work and direct
contact with the people
will make the party strong-
er. Akya said that during
the previous Congress
board in the Municipal

660 Candidates in
Fray for 250 Wards in

126 candidates
withdrew their
nominations; 6
candidates elected
unopposed
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The nomination withdraw-
al process for the Urban
Local Body General Elec-
tions-2026 has been com-
pleted in the district. After
the withdrawal process, 660
candidates are now in the
election race for 250 wards
in seven urban local bod-
ies. A total of 792 nomina-
tion forms were found val-
id in the district. Out of
these, 126 candidates with-
drew their nominations.
After the withdrawal, 6
candidates were elected un-
opposed. Of these, 5 are
from Begun Municipality
and 1 is from Kapasan Mu-
nicipality. In the ward-wise
details, a total of 195 candi-
dates had filed valid nomi-
nations in Chittorgarh Mu-
nicipal Council. Of these,
44 withdrew their nomina-
tions. Now, 151 candidates
are in the election race. In
Begun Municipality, out of
89 candidates, 7 withdrew
their nominations. Of
these, 5 candidates were
elected unopposed, while
77 candidates are now in

Council, the pace of devel-
opment in Chittorgarh city
had slowed down. There
was strong dissatisfaction
among the people regard-
ing basic facilities, cleanli-
ness, roads, drains and
other public problems. He
said that as a result, Chit-
torgarh, which has a
strong identity as a World
Heritage city, had gone
down considerably in the
cleanliness ranking.

He appealed to BJP
workers to visit every
booth and every area, di-
rectly communicate with
the people and take the
party’s policies and devel-

7 Urban lpcal Bodies |

the election race.

In Rawatbhata Munici-
pality, out of 129 candi-
dates, 12 withdrew their
nominations. Now, 117 can-
didates are in the election
race.

In Nimbahera Municipal
Council, out of 129 candi-
dates, 17 withdrew their
nominations. After this, 112
candidates are in the elec-
tionrace. In Badi Sadri Mu-
nicipality, out of 73 candi-
dates, 12 withdrew their
nominations. Now, 61 candi-
dates are in the election
race. In Akola Municipality,
out of 85 candidates, 15
withdrew their nomina-
tions. After the withdrawal
process, 70 candidates are
in the election race. Simi-
larly, in Kapasan Munici-
pality, out of 92 candidates,
19 withdrew their nomina-
tions. Of these, 1 candidate
was elected unopposed,
while 72 candidates are in
the election race. Thus, af-
ter the nomination with-
drawal process, a total of
666 candidates remained in
the seven urban local bod-
ies of the district. After 6
candidates were elected un-
opposed, 660 candidates are
now in the election race.
Voting will be held in the
next phase for a total of 250
wards in the district.

LECTION OFFICES IN 12 WARDS

opment vision to the pub-
lic. During the pro-
grammes, the guests
opened the election offices
by removing the sacred
thread tied at the entrance.

Yati Maharaj, BJP Dis-
trict President Ratan Ga-
dri, District General Secre-
tary Raghu Sharma,
Harshvardhan Singh,
Shravan Singh, City Presi-
dent Gaurav Tyagi, Colo-
nel Singh Rathore, Bharat
Jagetiya, Narendra
Pokharna, Chandrashek-
har Soni and a large num-
ber of party office-bearers
and workers were present
on the occasion
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